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massive, with an iron bolt worn thin with age. "This is the back door," the mage said, unbolting.He was shaking his head all through her speech.

"No, no, no, no. Hopeless. Useless. Fatal!".Early did not punish Hound for his failure, but he remembered it. He was not used to failures and did

not like them. He did not like what Hound told him about this boy, Otter, and he remembered it..Azver nodded, in silence.."Dark is bad," said the

Patterner. "Eh?"."I haven't practiced ever since I left, Darkrose," he said. "But the music was always in my head,.flashed a sign: HERE HAHAHA.

It disappeared. I went toward it. Again the HERE HAHAHA lit up.thriving. The spring wind blew strong, seaward, off Roke Knoll, blowing the

water of the fountain.there, be nice," I said. He couldn't be real -- a phantom, like the singer, like the ones down by the.strange, weak noise. I

looked around at the motionless faces and left. Not until I was out on the.one.".inhale the smoke like that? No, wait -- the other thing is more

important. Brit is not milk. I don't.But the other learning he had been given had made Otter touchy in these matters, delicate of.From the breast of

his robe he took a pouch of fine leather decorated with silver threads. With a delicate horn spoon tied to the pouch he lifted the few drops of

quicksilver from the cup and placed them in it, then retied the thong.."As... as a bird, a tern. Is this Roke Island?".other, only me, what would I want

a name for?".Crow cocked his head..the background, making do with slaves and prentices..and spat. "Avert," he said.."What's your name?" she

asked..They jolted on all the next day through a summer thundershower or two and carne at dusk to."I understand, no need to go on. All right. So

it's a kind of safety measure? Very strange!".mystery, but I don't know. I only know that since I set foot on that hill I've been as I was

when.completely forgot! I couldn't find him, you understand. So I'll look for a hotel. There are hotels?".windows, no wheels, not even lights, and

careered as though blindly, at tremendous speed. The."He lived here," Dory said, a glimmer of pride breaking a moment through her helpless pain.

"The Mage Ath. Long ago. Before he went into the west. All my foremothers were wise women. He stayed here. With them."."Go on, Deyala. I'll

stay here." The Herbal went off. Azver sat down on the rough bench Irian had made and put against the front wall of the house. He looked

upstream at her, crouching motionless on the bank. Sheep in the field between them and the Great House blatted softly. The morning sun was

getting hot.."What will you have us call you?".choppy seas, but never a storm or a troublesome wind. They put off and took on cargo at ports

on.they came quite soon to a door. It was not made of horn and ivory. It was uncarved oak, black and."You won't tell me?".itself, he said, the

farmers round about provided, considering themselves well recompensed by the.showered with a fine powder of disintegrating, dying fireflies,

black, gold. At the very edge, a.before the staggers begin. And those not struck yet, he says he can keep it off em. So the.island of Enlad..A while

after that he left Pendor, drawn southward again, and maybe went to Ensmer. In one guise or another he came at last to Geath in the Ninety

Isles..The Kargish kingship, however, was already being manipulated by the high priests of the Twin Gods. Thoreg's high priest, Intathin, opposing

any truce or settlement, challenged Erreth-Akbe to a duel in magic. Since the Kargs did not practice wizardry as the Hardic peoples understood it,

Intathin must have inveigled Erreth-Akbe into a place where the Old Powers of the earth would nullify his powers. The Hardic Deed of

Erreth-Akbe speaks only of the hero and the high priest "wrestling," until:."Nais. How old are you?".When it came to teaching what he knew, he

was tireless, generous, and exacting. For the first.That, too, I remembered. I didn't crush his fingers. I was quite calm. He wanted to say.friends in

the Great Port who would find them amusing. ""I have the cheese money,"" he repeated to.was oily, colorless, and slightly effervescent under the

surface; at the same time it darkened,.and before him. As when he had gone through the night with Anieb to her death, each step into the."Do

people still live there?" Medra asked, and the master said, "Witches," while his brother said, "Worm eaters.".founded a school on Roke as a center

where they might gather and share knowledge, clarify the.Diamond glanced at Rose. The girl turned her head away, looking down.."He wanted me

to go to the College on Roke to study with the Master Summoner. He was going to send me there. I decided not to go.".South of Andanden lies a

land where the ashes fell a hundred feet deep when last the volcano spoke. Rivers and streams cut their way seaward through that high plain,

winding and pooling, spreading and wandering, making a marsh of it, a big, desolate, waterland with a far horizon, few trees, not many people. The

ashy soil grows a rich, bright grass, and the people there keep cattle, fattening beef for the populous southern coast, letting the animals stray for

miles across the plain, the rivers serving as fences..c'est la meme chose, plus fa change..farther off, swords of light rose up cold and thin into the

sky, whether homes or pillars, I did not.her clothes, and pulled them on, still swearing - "You coward wizard! You traitorous son of a.man came in

the door with a gust of cold wind, "the gentleman will stay with us while he's curing.go at once, on what business he could not say, of course, but it

should not take long once he was.Dulse wandered about a bit before he found what he took to be the Dark Pond. It was small, half.Hemlock

nodded. "That is quite understandable, among children. And quite impossible now. Do you.talk of how to destroy one another?".was neglected or

actively suppressed by their society and government. Except as an evil to be."I don't see why one couldn't be." She never saw why something could

not be..tried to get to his feet he felt bonds of sorcery holding his body and mind, resilient, clinging,."They sent me here. They said, "All the

foreigners in one basket."" The stranger was in his thirties, with a blunt face and a pleasant look, dressed plain, though the cob that stood behind

him was a good horse. "Put me up in the cow barn, mistress, it'll do fine. It's my horse needs a good bed; he's tired. I'll sleep in the barn and be off

in the morning. Cows are a pleasure to sleep with on a cold night. I'll be glad to pay you, mistress, if two coppers would suit, and my name's

Hawk.".give Anieb to her to hold. He did so at last, watching to see if she was gentle with his friend."Well. . . yes, in a sense, yes. I don't design, I

only make. . .".They set off along the wharves, asking for a ship bound south that might take a wizard and his.increase his soldiery and the fleets he
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sent out to take slaves and plunder from other lands. As."I cannot read them." Otter's voice was toneless. "I cannot go there. No one can enter there

in the body but only the King. Only he can read what is written."."And you asked me, What can you tell me that could make me trust you?"."Learn

our strength!" said Medra..told you. Sir."."Your Rose is a wise flower," said the mage, unsmiling..Otter crouched as always in the uneasy

oppression of the spellbond. He drank thirstily. The sharp earthy taste of the onion was good, and he ate it all..for dragons! But that there was some

kind of scheming and gathering together of men of power on.Dulse had been unable to answer at all for a while. Then, stammering, guilty at his

ingratitude and incredulous at his obstinacy-"Master, I would stay, but my work is on Gont-I wish it was here, with you-".She pondered. "I don't

know.".shouting. She felt his prying, tremulous hands on her. She saw him weeping, sick, shamed, and.Unable to continue Tehanu's story (because

it hadn't happened yet) and foolishly assuming that the."Avert!" Irian blurted out, making the sign to prevent word from becoming deed. None of

the men.walls, there...But if you go home, you must be willing to protect yourself. It's a difficult thing.message to the wise women," he said, and

the villagers showed him Ayo's house. As he stood in the.She had thought maybe his talk of coming here to cure the cattle sickness was one of the

mad bits. He did not act like the curers who came by with remedies and spells and salves for the animals. But after he had rested a couple of days,

he asked her who the cattlemen of the village were, and went off, still walking sore-footed, in Bren's old shoes. It made her heart turn in her, seeing

that..line of the Kargish kings but unwilling to risk sacrilege by shedding royal blood, the Godking.I sat down. My fingers were unsteady; I wanted

to hold something in them. I pulled a."How do you know that?".there. Now come with me," he said to Irian..knelt down by Thorion. "My lord," he

said, "my friend."."I didn't mean to offend you. It's just that, you see, if it is known that no one can -- you."Whom do you serve?" asked the shorter

and younger of the women, speaking for the first time. She."They're men of the Hand, Dory, one short and pretty and one tall and proud, and they

say they're seeking papers. I know you had some once, though you may not now. They've nothing you need in their pack, but it might be they'd pay

a bit of ivory for what they want. Is it so?" She turned her bright eyes on Tern, and he nodded..towns full of thieves. Maybe he thought, at first, that

on Pendor he had found Morred's Isle, for."Of course I'll bring my band," Tarry said, "fat chance I'd miss it! You'll have every tootler in the west of

the world here for one of your dad's parties."."I have a neighbor," said the black-braided woman, "who might have some paper, if you're after

that.".Their breath ceased. Their bodies by the loud sea."I have work here," he said..they send for the sorcerer over at Westpool, or would their own

village witch do. The Master of.DRAGONS.stung by flies. He said, "Oh! I can't --!" He bolted off into the dusk beyond the lanterns

hanging.thought about Daisy singing ballads in the kitchen, winter evenings, beating out the time with her.After the death of Orm the dragons

remained a threat in the West, especially when provoked by dragon hunters, but they withdrew from their encroachments on peopled islands and

peaceful shipping. Yevaud of Pendor was the only dragon to raid the Inward Lands after the time of the Kings. No dragon had been seen over the

Inmost Sea for many centuries when Kalessin, called the Eldest, brought Ged and Lebannen to Roke Island..She stood straight up in the water..The

wind rattled the dry leaves on the scrub-oak bushes. The sun was behind the hill, and clouds were coming over in a low, grey mass..Archipelago,

perhaps to aid in retaining the Old Speech. The dragons have no writing..Men and women of the Hand had joined together on Roke a hundred or

more years ago, forming a league of mages. Proud and secure in their powers, they had sought to teach others to band together in secret against the

war makers and slave takers until they could rise openly against them. Women had always been leaders in the league, said Ember, and women, in

the guise of salve sellers and net makers and such, had gone from Roke to other lands around the Inmost Sea, weaving a wide, fine net of

resistance. Even now there were strands and knots of that net left. Medra had come on one of those traces first in Anieb's village, and had followed

them since. But they had not led him here. Since the raid, Roke Island had isolated itself wholly, sealed itself inside powerful spells of protection

woven and rewoven by the wise women of the island, and had no commerce with any other people. "We can't save them," Ember said. "We

couldn't save ourselves.".The house vanished. No walls, no roof, nobody. Early stood on the dust of the village square in."I thought that that would.

. . suit you.".In the years since I began to write about Earthsea I've changed, of course, and so have the people.Diamond. It tickled him a little,

though, to see his boy teaching tricks to the witch-child.."Your name is beautiful, Irioth," she said after a while. "I never knew my husband's true

name..mother..another world.."Medra," she said. Her sore mouth could not speak clearly. He knelt down and took her hands,."I am hungry now,"

said the mage. He took a hardboiled egg from the basket, cracked, shelled, and.wizards who worked for such men as Losen, letting fear or greed

pervert magic to evil ends..He thought he had raised his hand in a spell to stop her, but he had not raised his hand, and she.Her eyelids

fluttered..wizardries. Enlad of the Kings, and bright Ea, eldest of isles! Surely we'll find allies there"."Ah." Presently he said, "The Master

Summoner is not old." And she got a sidelong look from those narrow, ice-coloured eyes..gift untaught is a ship unguided," they said to Otter, and

they taught him all they knew. It."Often. Seeing only boys and men, day after day, in the Great House and all the precincts of the School. Knowing

that the townswomen are spell-bound from so much as setting foot on the fields about Roke Knoll. Once in years, perhaps, some great lady is

allowed to come briefly into the outer courts. .. Why is it so? Are all women incapable of understanding? Or is it that the Masters fear them, fear to

be corrupted - no, but fear that to admit women might change the rule they cling to - the ... purity of that rule.".remained motionless for a few

seconds, then slowly went along the shore, following its uneven.too clever; that's good. Not too clever to learn, like some... I'll teach you, if you

like. Do you.that art for a long time..ears, the white -- in the shadow, silvery -- dress. This was not possible. A dream? I was still a few.had used

with her at first, before she showed him she hated it. "Why would you be a man?".Dulse had the big lore-book open on the table. He had been

trying to reweave one of the Acastan."I'm not truly a teller, mistress," he said with his pleasant smile, "but I do have a story for you." And when he
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had drunk his soup, and she was settled with her mending, he told it..They would ask all the other Masters to meet with them in the Grove. "But he

won't come," Deyala.his lips close to Otter's ear. "As they slaver, the dross and stains flow out of them. Illness and.Outside the gleam of werelight

it was dark..people, and by us, if we were to change certain ways of seeing and understanding.".Osskili, spoken in Osskil and two islands northwest

of it, has more affinities to Kargish than to Hardic. Kargish has diverged most widely in vocabulary and syntax from the Old Speech. Most of its

speakers (like most Hardic speakers) do not realise that their languages have a common ancestry. Archipelagan scholars are aware of it, but most

Kargs would deny it, since they have confused Hardic with the Old Speech, in which spells are cast, and thus fear and despise all Archipelagan

speech as malevolent sorcery..will do you. Or others," he added conscientiously..Bog Lake gathering simples. When Dulse came home there it was,

shining like a dark lake itself..then, he will spring forth, shining!.got to his feet and shuffled, lame and unsteady, back down the valley..him, but in

the direction Otter chose to go..Before their marriage, a mage or wizard, whose name is never given except as the Enemy of Morred.understood. "A

wizard can't have anything to do with women. With witches. With all that."."He was only a child, and the wizards of that household can't have been

wise men, for they used little wisdom or gentleness with him. Maybe they were afraid of him. They bound his hands and gagged his mouth to keep

him from making spells. They locked him in a cellar room, a room of stone, until they thought him tamed. Then they sent him away to live at the

stables of the great farm, for he had a hand with animals, and was quieter when he was with the horses. But he quarreled with a stable boy, and

turned the poor lad into a lump of dung. When the wizards had got the stable boy back into his own shape, they tied up the child again, and gagged

his mouth, and put him on a ship for Roke. They thought maybe the Masters there could tame him.".something Dulse could teach him: what went

deeper than mastery. What he had learned here, on Gont,.creature about. Otter's uncomprehending awe was endearing, as was his uncomprehended

strength..Very few people ever spoke to Gelluk unless he compelled them to. The spells by which he silenced,.of the tribes, city-states, and small

kingdoms that made up Kargish society for millennia..He took her hand and kissed it as they sat side by side.."It is a secret," she said..vanished in a

silent blackness that rose slowly higher. The master looked at that. "Witchwind, you."Only in some very, very old tales. Before the gods were.

Before men were. Before men were men,.home."."A sending with eyes, a seeming with seeing! May he be -" She stopped, at a loss suddenly for the

word. She felt sick. She shuddered, and swallowed the cold spittle that welled in her mouth..memory, which is a form of imagination. The event is

real now, but once it's then, its continuing
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