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Quoth Selma to Selim, 'Hasten not to slay him, but ponder the matter and consider the issue to which it may lead; for whoso considereth not the
issues [of his actions], fortune is no friend to him.' Then they arose on the morrow and occupied themselves with devising how they should turn
away their mother from that man, and she forebode mischief from them, by reason of that which she saw in their eyes of alteration, for that she was
keen of wit and crafty. So she took precaution for herself against her children and Selma said to Selim, 'Thou seest that whereinto we have fallen
through this woman, and indeed she hath gotten wind of our purpose and knoweth that we have discovered her secret. So, doubtless, she will plot
against us the like of that which we plot for her; for indeed up to now she had concealed her affair, and now she will forge lies against us;
wherefore, methinks, there is a thing [fore-]written to us, whereof God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) knew in His foreknowledge
and wherein He executeth His ordinances.' 'What is that?' asked he, and she said, 'It is that we arise, I and thou, and go forth this night from this
land and seek us a land wherein we may live and witness nought of the doings of yonder traitress; for whoso is absent from the eye is absent from
the heart, and quoth one of the poets in the following verse:.? ? ? ? ? My transports I conceal for fear of those thereon that spy; Yet down my
cheeks the tears course still and still my case bewray..91. The Loves of Abou Isa and Curret el Ain dclxxviii.? ? ? ? ? The curtain of delight,
perforce, we've lifted through the friend, (143) For tidings of great joy, indeed, there came to us of late..There was once a man hight Khelbes, who
was a lewd fellow, a calamity, notorious for this fashion, and he had a fair wife, renowned for beauty and loveliness. A man of his townsfolk fell in
love with her and she also loved him. Now Khelbes was a crafty fellow and full of tricks, and there was in his neighbourhood a learned man, to
whom the folk used to resort every day and he told them stories and admonished them [with moral instances]; and Khelbes was wont to be present
in his assembly, for the sake of making a show before the folk..So the wicked man attained that which he sought of the vizier and the case was
prolonged till the affairs of the kingdom became disordered, by dint of ill governance, and the most part of the king's empery fell away from him
and he came nigh unto ruin. Therewithal he was certified of the loyalty of his [late] skilful vizier and the excellence of his governance and the
justness of his judgment. So he sent after him and brought him and the wicked man before him and summoning the grandees of his realm and the
chiefs of his state to his presence, gave them leave to talk and dispute and forbade the wicked man from that his lewd opinion. (80) Then arose that
wise and skilful vizier and praised God the Most High and lauded Him and glorified Him and hallowed Him and attested His unity and disputed
with the wicked man and overcame him and put him to silence; nor did he cease from him till he enforced him to make confession of repentance
[and turning away] from that which he had believed..Full many a man incited me to infidelity, i. 205..Then they agreed upon a device between
them, to wit, that they should feign an occasion in their own country, under pretext that she had there wealth buried from the time of her husband
Melik Shah and that none knew of it but this eunuch who was with her, wherefore it behoved that he should go and fetch it. So she acquainted the
king her husband with this and sought of him leave for the eunuch to go: and the king granted him permission for the journey and charged him cast
about for a device, lest any get wind of him. Accordingly, the eunuch disguised himself as a merchant and repairing to Belehwan's city, began to
enquire concerning the youth's case; whereupon they told him that he had been prisoned in an underground dungeon and that his uncle had released
him and dispatched him to such a place, where they had slain him. When the eunuch heard this, it was grievous to him and his breast was straitened
and he knew not what he should do..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.? ? ? ? ? Thou only art the whole of our desire; indeed Thy
love is hid within our hearts' most secret core..So she opened the door to him and brought him in. Then she seated him at the upper end of the room
and set food before him. So he ate and drank and lay with her and swived her. Then she sat down in his lap and they toyed and laughed and kissed
till the day was half spent, when her husband came home and she could find nothing for it but to hide the singer in a rug, in which she rolled him
up. The husband entered and seeing the place disordered (194) and smelling the odour of wine, questioned her of this. Quoth she, 'I had with me a
friend of mine and I conjured her [to drink with me]; so we drank a jar [of wine], she and I, and she went away but now, before thy coming in.' Her
husband, (who was none other than the singer's friend the druggist, that had invited him and fed him), deemed her words true and went away to his
shop, whereupon the singer came forth and he and the lady returned to their sport and abode on this wise till eventide, when she gave him money
and said to him, 'Come hither to-morrow in the forenoon.' 'It is well,' answered he and departed; and at nightfall he went to the bath..? ? ? ? ? El
Abbas from Akil his stead is come again; Prize hath he made of steeds and many a baggage-train;.? ? ? ? ? Would he were not, who sundered us
upon the parting-day! How many a body hath he slain, how many a bone laid bare!.? ? ? ? ? The hands of noble folk do tend me publicly; With
waters clear and sweet my thirsting tongue they ply..On this wise they abode a long while till one day the wife went out in quest of water, whereof
she had need, and espied a physician who had spread a carpet in the Thereon he had set out great store of drugs and implements of medicine and he
was speaking and muttering [charms], whilst the folk flocked to him and compassed him about on every side. The weaver's wife marvelled at the
largeness of the physician's fortune (16) and said in herself, 'Were my husband thus, he would have an easy life of it and that wherein we are of
straitness and misery would be enlarged unto him.'.One day, as the prefect sat [in his house], the watchman came in to him and said, "O my lord,
the Jew goeth to the house of such an one." Whereupon El Atwesh arose and went forth alone, taking with him none but myself. As he went along,
he said to me, "Indeed, this [woman] is a fat piece of meat." (109) And we gave not over going till we came to the door of the house and stood there
till a slave-girl came out, as if to buy them somewhat. We waited till she opened the door, whereupon, without further parley, we forced our way
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into the house and rushed in upon the girl, whom we found seated with the Jew in a saloon with four estrades, and cooking-pots and candles
therein. When her eyes fell on the prefect, she knew him and rising to her feet, said, "Welcome and fair welcome! Great honour hath betided me by
my lord's visit and indeed thou honourest my dwelling.".165. Ibrahim and Jemileh dcccciii.? ? ? ? ? And on their saddles perched are warriors
richly clad, That with their hands do smite on kettle-drums amain..Then the Khalif summoned her to his presence a fourth time and said to her, "O
Sitt el Milah, sing." So she improvised and sang the following verses:.King, The Old Woman, the Merchant and the, i. 265..Selma, Selim and, ii.
81..Then they fell to journeying night and day, and as they went, behold, they sighted a camp of the camps of the Arabs. So El Abbas enquired
thereof and was told that it was the camp of the Benou Zuhreh. Now there were around them sheep and cattle, such as filled the earth, and they
were enemies to El Akil, the cousin of El Abbas, upon whom they still made raids and took his cattle; wherefore he used to pay them tribute every
year, for that he availed not to cope with them. When El Abbas came near the camp, he dismounted from his courser and his servant Aamir also
dismounted; and they set down the victual and ate their sufficiency and rested awhile of the day. Then said the prince to Aamir, "Fetch water and
give the horses to drink and draw water for us in thy water-bag, by way of provision for the road.".King Bekhtzeman, Story of, i. 115..101. The
Adventures of Quicksilver Ali of Cairo dcclxvi.Officer's Story, The Seventh, ii. 150..O'erbold art thou in that to me, a stranger, thou hast sent, iii.
83..When the two kings saw that woman's fashion and how she circumvented the Afrit, who had lodged her at the bottom of the sea, they turned
back to their kingdoms and the younger betook himself to Samarcand, whilst the elder returned to China and established unto himself a custom in
the slaughter of women, to wit, his vizier used to bring him a girl every night, with whom he lay that night, and when he arose in the morning, he
gave her to the vizier and bade him put her to death. On this wise he abode a great while, whilst the people murmured and the creatures [of God]
were destroyed and the commons cried out by reason of that grievous affair whereinto they were fallen and feared the wrath of God the Most High,
dreading lest He should destroy them by means of this. Still the king persisted in that fashion and in that his blameworthy intent of the killing of
women and the despoilment of the curtained ones, (159) wherefore the girls sought succour of God the Most High and complained to Him of the
tyranny of the king and of his oppressive dealing with them..? ? ? ? ? That I am the pledge of passion still and that my longing love And eke my
yearning do overpass all longing that was aye..Presently, he caught sight of an earthen pan turned over upon its mouth; so he raised it from the
ground and found under it a horse's tail, freshly cut off, and the blood oozing from it; whereby he knew that the cook adulterated his meat with
horses' flesh. When he discovered this default, he rejoiced therein and washing his hands, bowed his head and went out; and when the cook saw
that he went and gave him nought, he cried out, saying, 'Stay, O sneak, O slink-thief!' So the lackpenny stopped and said to him, 'Dost thou cry out
upon me and becall [me] with these words, O cuckold?' Whereat the cook was angry and coming down from the shop, said, 'What meanest thou by
thy speech, O thou that devourest meat and kouskoussou and bread and seasoning and goest forth with "Peace (13)[be on thee!]," as it were the
thing had not been, and payest down nought for it?' Quoth the lackpenny, 'Thou liest, O son of a cuckold!' Wherewith the cook cried out and laying
hold of the lackpenny's collar, said, 'O Muslims, this fellow is my first customer (14) this day and he hath eaten my food and given me nought.'.? ?
? ? ? d. The Lover's Trick against the Chaste Wife dcccclxxx.The fuller gave not over sleeping till sunrise, when he awoke and finding himself in
this plight, misdoubted of his affair and imagined that he was a Turk and abode putting one foot forward and drawing the other back. Then said he
in himself, 'I will go to my dwelling, and if my wife know me, then am I Ahmed the fuller; but, if she know me not, I am a Turk.' So he betook
himself to his house; but when the artful baggage his wife saw him, she cried out in his face, saying, 'Whither away, O trooper? Wilt thou break
into the house of Ahmed the fuller, and he a man of repute, having a brother-in-law a Turk, a man of high standing with the Sultan? An thou depart
not, I will acquaint my husband and he will requite thee thy deed.'.God knows I ne'er recalled thy memory to my thought, iii. 46..63. Haroun er
Reshid and the Two Girls dcli.Fair fall the maid whose loosened locks her cheeks do overcloud! iii. 191..?STORY OF THE UNJUST KING AND
THE TITHER..Then she carried him up [to the estrade] and seating him on the couch, brought him meat and wine and gave him to drink; after
which she put off all that was upon her of raiment and jewels and tying them up in a handkerchief, said to him, "O my lord, this is thy portion, all of
it." Moreover she turned to the Jew and said to him, "Arise, thou also, and do even as I." So he arose in haste and went out, scarce crediting his
deliverance. When the girl was assured of his escape, she put out her hand to her clothes [and jewels] and taking them, said to the prefect, "Is the
requital of kindness other than kindness? Thou hast deigned [to visit me and eat of my victual]; so now arise and depart from us without ill-[doing];
or I will give one cry and all who are in the street will come forth." So the Amir went out from her, without having gotten a single dirhem; and on
this wise she delivered the Jew by the excellence of her contrivance.'.Presently, one of the eunuchs sat down at his head and said to him, "Sit up, O
Commander of the Faithful, and look on thy palace and thy slave-girls." Quoth Aboulhusn, "By the protection of God, am I in truth Commander of
the Faithful and dost thou not lie? Yesterday, I went not forth neither ruled, but drank and slept, and this eunuch cometh to rouse me up." Then he
sat up and bethought himself of that which had betided him with his mother and how he had beaten her and entered the hospital, and he saw the
marks of the beating, wherewithal the superintendant of the hospital had beaten him, and was perplexed concerning his affair and pondered in
himself, saying, "By Allah, I know not how my case is nor what is this that betideth me!".When King Kisra heard this, he redoubled in loveliking
for her and affection and said to her, 'Do what thou wilt.' So he let bring a litter and carrying her therein to his dwelling-place, married her and
entreated her with the utmost honour. Then he sent a great army to King Dadbin and fetching him and his vizier and the chamberlain, caused bring
them before him, unknowing what he purposed with them. Moreover, he caused set up for Arwa a pavilion in the courtyard of his palace and she
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entered therein and let down the curtain before herself. When the servants had set their seats and they had seated themselves, Arwa raised a corner
of the curtain and said, 'O Kardan, rise to thy feet, for it befitteth not that thou sit in the like of this assembly, before this mighty King Kisra.' When
the vizier heard these words, his heart quaked and his joints were loosened and of his fear, he rose to his feet. Then said she to him, 'By the virtue
of Him who hath made thee stand in this place of standing [up to judgment], and thou abject and humiliated, I conjure thee speak the truth and say
what prompted thee to lie against me and cause me go forth from my house and from the hand of my husband and made thee practise thus against a
man, (117) a true believer, and slay him. This is no place wherein leasing availeth nor may prevarication be therein.'.I marvelled at her words and
said to her, "What wouldst thou have me do?" And she answered, "O Captain Muin, I would have thee give me a helping hand." Quoth I, "What
have I to do with the daughter of the Cadi Amin el Hukm?" And she said, "Know that I would not have thee intrude upon the Cadi's daughter, but I
would fain contrive for the attainment of my wishes.' This is my intent and my desire, and my design will not be accomplished but by thine aid."
Then said she, "I mean this night to go with a stout heart and hire me trinkets of price; then will I go and sit in the street wherein is the house of
Amin el Hukm; and when it is the season of the round and the folk are asleep, do thou pass, thou and those who are with thee of the police, and
thou wilt see me sitting and on me fine raiment and ornaments and wilt smell on me the odour of perfumes; whereupon do thou question me of my
case and I will say, 'I come from the Citadel and am of the daughters of the deputies (91) and I came down [into the town,] to do an occasion; but
the night overtook me at unawares and the Zuweyleh gate was shut against me and all the gates and I knew not whither I should go this night
Presently I saw this street and noting the goodliness of its ordinance and its cleanness, took shelter therein against break of day.' When I say this to
thee with all assurance (92) the chief of the watch will have no suspicion of me, but will say, 'Needs must we leave her with one who will take care
of her till morning.' And do thou rejoin, 'It were most fitting that she pass the night with Amin el Hukm and lie with his family and children till the
morning.' Then do thou straightway knock at the Cadi's door, and thus shall I have gained admission into his house, without inconvenience, and
gotten my desire; and peace be on thee!" And I said to her, "By Allah, this is an easy matter.".Queen Kemeriyeh embraced her, as also did Queen
Zelzeleh and Queen Wekhimeh and Queen Sherareh, and the former said to her, 'Rejoice in assured deliverance, for there abideth no harm for thee;
but this is no time for talk.' Then they cried out, whereupon up came the Afrits ambushed in the island, with swords and maces in their hands, and
taking up Tuhfeh, flew with her to the palace and made themselves masters thereof, whilst the Afrit aforesaid, who was dear to Meimoun and
whose name was Dukhan, fled like an arrow and stayed not in his flight till he carne to Meimoun and found him engaged in sore battle with the
Jinn. When his lord saw him, he cried out at him, saying, 'Out on thee! Whom hast thou left in the palace?' And Dukhan answered, saying, 'And
who abideth in the palace? Thy beloved Tuhfeh they have taken and Jemreh is slain and they have gotten possession of the palace, all of it.' With
this Meimoun buffeted his face and head and said, 'Out on it for a calamity!' And he cried aloud. Now Kemeriyeh had sent to her father and
acquainted him with the news, whereat the raven of parting croaked for them. So, when Meimoun saw that which had betided him, (and indeed the
Jinn smote upon him and the wings of death overspread his host,) he planted the butt of his spear in the earth and turning the point thereof to his
heart, urged his charger upon it and pressed upon it with his breast, till the point came forth, gleaming, from his back..? ? ? ? ? O ye who have
withered my heart and marred my hearing and my sight, Desire and transport for your sake wax on me night and day..When Sindbad the Sailor had
made an end of his story, he bade his servant give the porter an hundred mithcals of gold and said to him, "How now, my brother! Hast ever in the
world heard of one whom such calamities have betided as have betided me and hath any suffered that which I have suffered of afflictions or
undergone that which I have undergone of hardships? Wherefore it behoveth that I have these pleasures in requital of that which I have undergone
of travail and humiliations." So the porter came forward and kissing the merchant's hands, said to him, "O my lord, thou hast indeed suffered
grievous perils and hast well deserved these bounteous favours [that God hath vouchsafed thee]. Abide, then, O my lord, in thy delights and put
away from thee [the remembrance of] thy troubles; and may God the Most High crown thine enjoyments with perfection and accomplish thy days
in pleasance until the hour of thine admission [to His mercy]!".? ? ? ? ? And unto Irak fared, my way to thee to make, And crossed the stony wastes
i' the darkness of the night..? ? ? ? ? Deem not, O youth, that I to thee incline; indeed, no part Have I in those who walk the ways, the children of
the tent. (87).Awhile after this, there came two merchants to the king with two pearls of price and each of them avouched that his pearl was worth a
thousand dinars, but there was none who availed to value them. Then said the cook, 'God prosper the king! Verily, the old man whom I bought
avouched that he knew the quintessence of jewels and that he was skilled in cookery. We have made proof of him in cookery and have found him
the skilfullest of men; and now, if we send after him and prove him on jewels, [the truth or falsehood of] his pretension will be made manifest to
us.'.So he abode in this employ, till he had sowed and reaped and threshed and winnowed, and all was sheer in his hand and the owner appointed
neither inspector nor overseer, but relied altogether upon him. Then he bethought himself and said, '_I_* misdoubt me the owner of this grain will
not give me my due; so I were better take of it, after the measure of my hire; and if he give me my due, I will restore him that which I have taken.'
So he took of the grain, after the measure of that which fell to him, and hid it in a privy place. Then he carried the rest to the old man and meted it
out to him, and he said to him, 'Come, take [of the grain, after the measure of] thy hire, for which I agreed with thee, and sell it and buy with the
price clothes and what not else; and though thou abide with me half a score years, yet shall thou still have this wage and I will acquit it to thee thus.'
Quoth the merchant in himself, 'Indeed, I have done a foul thing in that I look it without his leave.'.? ? ? ? ? O thou that blamest me for my heart
and railest at my ill, Hadst them but tasted my spirit's grief, thou wouldst excuse me still..? ? ? ? ? My maker reserved me for generous men And
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the niggard and sland'rer to use me forebade..Awake, Asleep and, i. 5..'I was aforetime in such a city and hid a thousand dirhems in a monastery
there. After awhile, I went thither and taking the money, bound it about my middle. [Then I set out to return] and when I came to the desert, the
carrying of the money was burdensome to me. Presently, I espied a horseman pricking after me; so I [waited till he came up and] said to him, "O
horseman, carry this money [for me] and earn reward and recompense [from God]." "Nay," answered he; "I will not do it, for I should weary
myself and weary my horse." Then he went on, but, before he had gone far, he said in himself, "If I take up the money and spur my horse and
forego him, how shall he overtake me?" And I also said in myself, "Verily, I erred [in asking him to carry the money]; for, had he taken it and made
off, I could have done nought." Then he turned back to me and said to me, "Hand over the money, that I may carry it for thee." But I answered him,
saying, "That which hath occurred to thy mind hath occurred to mine also; so go in peace."'.Meanwhile, the eunuch betook himself, he and the
horsemen, to her father and said to him, "O my lord, the king is beholden to thee for many years' service and thou hast not failed him a day of the
days; and now, behold, he hath taken thy daughter against thy wish and without thy permission." And he related to him what had passed and how
the king had taken her by force. When Isfehend heard the eunuch's story, he was exceeding wroth and assembling many troops, said to them,
"Whenas the king was occupied with his women [and concerned not himself with the affairs of his kingdom], we took no reck of him; but now he
putteth out his hand to our harem; wherefore methinketh we should do well to look us out a place, wherein we may have sanctuary.".? ? ? ? ? For
those whom we cherish are parted and gone; They have left us in torment to pine for dismay..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Eunuch Bekhit xxxix.EL
ABBAS AND THE KING'S DAUGHTER OF BAGHDAD. (46).So El Merouzi went away and the other turned to his wife and said to her, 'We
have gotten us great plenty of money, and yonder dog would fain take the half of it; but this shall never be, for that my mind hath been changed
against him, since I heard him solicit thee; wherefore I purpose to play him a trick and enjoy all the money; and do not thou cross me.' ' It is well,'
answered she, and he said to her, '[To-morrow] at day-peep I will feign myself dead and do thou cry out and tear thy hair, whereupon the folk will
flock to me. Then lay me out and bury me, and when the folk are gone away [from the burial-place], do thou dig down to me and take me; and have
no fear for me, for I can abide two days in the tomb [without hurt].' And she answered, 'Do what thou wilt.'.? ? ? ? ? b. The Merchant's Wife and the
Parrot dlxxix.When his brother saw him on this wise, he doubted not but that this had betided him by reason of severance from his people and
family and said to him, 'Come, let us go forth a-hunting.' But he refused to go with him; so the elder brother went forth to the chase, whilst the
younger abode in the pavilion aforesaid. As he was diverting himself by looking out upon the garden from the window of the palace, behold, he
saw his brother's wife and with her ten black slaves and as many slave-girls. Each slave laid hold of a damsel [and swived her] and another slave
[came forth and] did the like with the queen; and when they had done their occasions, they all returned whence they came. Therewithal there
betided the King of Samarcand exceeding wonder and solacement and he was made whole of his malady, little by little..Wife and the Learned Man,
Khelbes and his, i. 301..Now he was the king of the land of Serendib, (207) and he welcomed me and entreated me with kindness, bidding me be
seated and admitting me to his table and converse. So I talked with him and called down blessings upon him and he took pleasure in my discourse
and showed me satisfaction and said to me, 'What is thy name?' 'O my lord,' answered I, 'my name is Sindbad the Sailor;' and he said, 'And what
countryman art thou?' Quoth I, 'I am of Baghdad.' 'And how earnest thou hither?' asked he. So I told him my story and he marvelled mightily
thereat and said, 'By Allah, O Sindbad, this thy story is marvellous and it behoveth that it be written in characters of gold.'.As I sat one day at the
door of the prefecture, a woman entered and said to me privily, "O my lord, I am the wife of such an one the physician, and with him is a company
of the notables (114) of the city, drinking wine in such a place." When I heard this, I misliked to make a scandal; so I rebuffed her and sent her
away. Then I arose and went alone to the place in question and sat without till the door opened, when I rushed in and entering, found the company
engaged as the woman had set out, and she herself with them. I saluted them and they returned my greeting and rising, entreated me with honour
and seated me and brought me to eat. Then I informed them how one had denounced them to me, but I had driven him (115) away and come to
them by myself; wherefore they thanked me and praised me for my goodness. Then they brought out to me from among them two thousand
dirhems (116) and I took them and went away..7. Noureddin Ali and the Damsel Enis el Jelis xxxiv.? ? ? ? ? If slaves thou fain wouldst have by
thousands every day Or, kneeling at thy feet, see kings of mickle might,.Meanwhile, Belehwan the froward addressed himself to pay court to
Caesar, King of the Greeks, (131) and seek help of him in making war upon his father, and he inclined unto him and gave him a numerous army.
His father the king heard of this and sent to Caesar, saying, 'O king of illustrious might, succour not an evil-doer. This is my son and he hath done
thus and thus and cut his brother's throat and that of his brother's son in the cradle.' But he told not the King of the Greeks that the child [had
recovered and] was alive. When Caesar heard [the truth] of the matter, it was grievous to him and he sent back to Suleiman Shah, saying, 'If it be
thy will, O king, I will cut off his head and send it to thee.' But he made answer, saying, 'I reck not of him: the reward of his deed and his crimes
shall surely overtake him, if not to-day, then to-morrow.' And from that day he continued to correspond with Caesar and to exchange letters and
presents with him..Then he dealt the boy a cuff and he let go his ear, whereupon Aboulhusn put off his clothes and abode naked, with his yard and
his arse exposed, and danced among the slave-girls. They bound his hands and he wantoned among them, what while they [well-nigh] died of
laughing at him and the Khalif swooned away for excess of laughter. Then he came to himself and going forth to Aboulhusn, said to him, "Out on
thee, O Aboulhusn! Thou slayest me with laughter." So he turned to him and knowing him, said to him, "By Allah, it is thou slayest me and slayest
my mother and slewest the sheikhs and the Imam of the Mosque!".So Belehwan the froward abode king in his father's room and his affairs
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prospered, what while the young Melik Shah lay in the underground dungeon four full-told years, till his charms faded and his favour changed.
When God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) willed to relieve him and bring him forth of the prison, Belehwan sat one day with his
chief officers and the grandees of his state and discoursed with them of the story of King Suleiman Shah and what was in his heart. Now there were
present certain viziers, men of worth, and they said to him, 'O king, verily God hath been bountiful unto thee and hath brought thee to thy wish, so
that thou art become king in thy father's stead and hast gotten thee that which thou soughtest. But, as for this boy, there is no guilt in him, for that,
from the day of his coming into the world, he hath seen neither ease nor joyance, and indeed his favour is faded and his charms changed [with long
prison]. What is his offence that he should merit this punishment? Indeed, it is others than he who were to blame, and God hath given thee the
victory over them, and there is no fault in this poor wight.' Quoth Belehwan, 'Indeed, it is as ye say; but I am fearful of his craft and am not assured
from his mischief; belike the most part of the folk will incline unto him.' 'O king,' answered they, 'what is this boy and what power hath he? If thou
fear him, send him to one of the frontiers.' And Belehwan said, 'Ye say sooth: we will send him to be captain over such an one of the
marches.'.Quoth Selim to her, 'It is for thee to decide and excellent is that which thou counsellest; so let us do this, in the name of God the Most
High, trusting in Him for grace and guidance.' So they arose and took the richest of their clothes and the lightest of that which was in their
treasuries of jewels and things of price and gathered together a great matter. Then they equipped them ten mules and hired them servants of other
than the people of the country; and Selim bade his sister Selma don man's apparel. Now she was the likest of all creatures to him, so that, [when she
was clad in man's attire,] the folk knew no difference between them, extolled be the perfection of Him who hath no like, there is no God but He!
Then he bade her mount a horse, whilst he himself bestrode another, and they set out, under cover of the night. None of their family nor of the
people of their house knew of them; so they fared on into the wide world of God and gave not over going night and day two months' space, at the
end of which time they came to a city on the sea-shore of the land of Mekran, by name Es Sherr, and it is the first city in Sind..? ? ? ? ? g. The
Crows and the Hawk dccccvi.Therewithal Queen Es Shuhba was moved to delight and said, 'Well done, O Tuhfeh! Let me have more of thy
singing.' So she smote the lute and changing the mode, improvised the following verses on the moss-rose:.When Galen heard this, he ordered the
weaver the amount of his wife's dowry and bade him pay it to her and divorce her. Moreover, he forbade him from returning to the practice of
physic and warned him never again to take to wife a woman of better condition than himself; and he gave him his spending-money and bade him
return to his [former] craft. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary or rarer than the story of the two sharpers who cozened each his
fellow.".Cashghar, Abdallah ben Nafi and the King's Son of, ii. 195..Next morning, the old woman said to him, 'When the lady cometh to thee, do
thou arise and kiss her hand and say to her, "I am a strange man and indeed cold and hunger slay me;" so haply she may give thee somewhat that
thou mayst expend upon thy case.' And he answered, 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then she took him by the hand and carrying him without her
house, seated him at the door. As he sat, behold, the lady came up to him, whereupon the old woman rose to her and Selim kissed her hand and
offered up prayers for her. Then he looked on her and when he saw her, he knew her for his wife; so he cried out and wept and groaned and
lamented; whereupon she came up to him and cast herself upon him; for indeed she knew him with all knowledge, even as he knew her. So she laid
hold of him and embraced him and called to her serving-men and attendants and those who were about her; and they took him up and carried him
forth of that place..18. The Thief and his Monkey clii.? ? ? ? ? I'll lay Upon their threshold's dust my cheeks and to my soul,.? ? ? ? ? If they could
hearken to Azzeh's speech, as I, I hearken to it, They straight would humble themselves to her and prone before her fall..When she had made an end
of her verses, El Abbas bade the third damsel, who came from Samarcand of the Persians and whose name was Rummaneh, sing, and she answered
with "Hearkening and obedience." Then she took the psaltery and crying out from the midst of her bead (130) improvised and sang the following
verses:.Then I sang and the captain said, "It is good," Quoth I, "Nay, but thou art loathly." He looked at me and said, "By Allah, thou shalt never
more scent the odour of the world!" But his comrades said to him, "Do it not," and appeased him, till he said, "If it must be so, she shall abide here
a whole year, not going forth." And I said, "I am content to submit to whatsoever pleaseth thee. If I have erred, thou art of those to whom pertaineth
clemency." He shook his head and drank, then arose and went out to do his occasion, what while his comrades were occupied with what they were
about of merry-making and drunkenness and sport. So I winked to my fellows and we slipped out into the corridor. We found the door open and
fled forth, unveiled and knowing not whither we went; nor did we halt till we had left the house far behind and happened on a cook cooking, to
whom said I, "Hast thou a mind to quicken dead folk?" And he said, "Come up." So we went up into the shop, and he said, 'Lie down."
Accordingly, we lay down and he covered us with the grass, (137) wherewith he was used to kindle [the fire] under the food..Then he stripped him
of his clothes and clapping on his neck a heavy chain, bound him to a high lattice and fell to drubbing him two bouts a day and two anights; and on
this wise he abode the space of ten days. Then his mother came to him and said, "O my son, O Aboulhusn, return to thy reason, for this is the
Devil's doing." Quoth he, "Thou sayst sooth, O my mother, and bear thou witness of me that I repent [and forswear] that talk and turn from my
madness. So do thou deliver me, for I am nigh upon death." So his mother went out to the superintendant and procured his release and he returned
to his own house..When his father saw the strength of his determination to travel, he fell in with his wishes and equipped him with five thousand
dinars in cash and the like in merchandise and sent with him two serving-men. So the youth set out, trusting in the blessing of God the Most High,
and his father went out with him, to take leave of him, and returned [to Damascus]. As for Noureddin Ali, he gave not over travelling days and
nights till he entered the city of Baghdad and laying up his loads in the caravanserai, made for the bath, where he did away that which was upon
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him of the dirt of the road and putting off his travelling clothes, donned a costly suit of Yemen stuff, worth an hundred dinars. Then he put in his
sleeve (6) a thousand mithcals (7) of gold and sallied forth a-walking and swaying gracefully as he went. His gait confounded all those who beheld
him, as he shamed the branches with his shape and belittled the rose with the redness of his cheeks and his black eyes of Babylonian witchcraft;
indeed, thou wouldst deem that whoso looked on him would surely be preserved from calamity; [for he was] even as saith of him one of his
describers in the following verses:.4. The Three Apples xix.Your coming to-me-ward, indeed, with "Welcome! Fair welcome!" I hail, iii.
136..When Belekhsha had made an end of her verses, all present were moved to delight and El Abbas said to her, "Well done, O damsel!" Then he
bade the fifth damsel come forward and sing. Now she was from the land of Syria and her name was Rihaneh; she was surpassing of voice and
when she appeared in an assembly, all eyes were fixed upon her. So she came forward and taking the rebeck (for that she was used to play upon [all
manner] instruments) improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? "Take comfort, for the loved are come again,".So he went walking in the
thoroughfares of the city and viewing its ordinance and its markets and thoroughfares and gazing on its folk. Presently, Abou Nuwas met him.
(Now he was of those of whom it is said, "They love the fair," (8) and indeed there is said what is said concerning him. (9) When he saw Noureddin
Ali, he stared at him in amazement and exclaimed, "Say, I take refuge with the Lord of the Daybreak!" (10) Then he accosted the young
Damascene and saluting him, said to him, "Why do I see my lord alone and forlorn? Meseemeth thou art a stranger and knowest not this country;
so, with my lord's permission, I will put myself at his service and acquaint him with the streets, for that I know this city." Quoth Noureddin, "This
will be of thy favour, O uncle." Whereat Abou Nuwas rejoiced and fared on with him, showing him the markets and thoroughfares, till they came
to the house of a slave-dealer, where he stopped and said to the youth, "From what city art thou?" "From Damascus," answered Noureddin; and
Abou Nuwas said, "By Allah, thou art from a blessed city, even as saith of it the poet in the following verses:.110. King Shah Bekhi and his Vizier
Er Rehwan dccclxxxv.? ? ? ? ? q. The Shepherd and the Thief dcxxxii.96. Adi ben Zeid and the Princess Hind ccccv.When the evening evened, the
king summoned the vizier, and when he presented himself, he required of him the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know,
O august king, that.Then they drank till they were drunken, and when they had taken leave [of their wits], the host turned to me and said, "Thou
dealtest not friendly with him who sought an alms of thee and thou saidst to him, 'How loathly thou art!'" I considered him and behold, he was the
lophand who had accosted me in my pleasaunce. So I said, "O my lord, what is this thou sayest?" And he answered, saying, "Wait; thou shall
remember it." So saying, he shook his head and stroked his beard, whilst I sat down for fear. Then he put out his hand to my veil and shoes and
laying them by his side, said to me, "Sing, O accursed one!" So I sang till I was weary, whilst they occupied themselves with their case and
intoxicated themselves and their heat redoubled. (136) Presently, the doorkeeper came to me and said, "Fear not, O my lady; but, when thou hast a
mind to go, let me know." Quoth I, "Thinkest thou to delude me?" And he said, "Nay, by Allah! But I have compassion on thee for that our captain
and our chief purposeth thee no good and methinketh he will slay thee this night." Quoth I to him, "An thou be minded to do good, now is the
time." And he answered, saying, "When our chief riseth to do his occasion and goeth to the draught-house, I will enter before him with the light and
leave the door open; and do thou go whithersoever thou wilt.".Then I took the present and a token of service from myself to the Khalif and
[presenting myself before him], kissed his hands and laid the whole before him, together with the King of Hind's letter. He read the letter and
taking the present, rejoiced therein with an exceeding joy and entreated me with the utmost honour. Then said he to me, 'O Sindbad, is this king,
indeed, such as he avoucheth in this letter?' I kissed the earth and answered, saying, 'O my lord, I myself have seen the greatness of his kingship to
be manifold that which he avoucheth in his letter. On the day of his audience, (212) there is set up for him a throne on the back of a huge elephant,
eleven cubits high, whereon he sitteth and with him are his officers and pages and session-mates, standing in two ranks on his right hand and on his
left. At his head standeth a man, having in his hand a golden javelin, and behind him another, bearing a mace of the same metal, tipped with an
emerald, a span long and an inch thick. When he mounteth, a thousand riders take horse with him, arrayed in gold and silk; and whenas he rideth
forth, he who is before him proclaimeth and saith, "This is the king, mighty of estate and high of dominion!" And he proceedeth to praise him on
this wise and endeth by saying, "This is the king, lord of the crown the like whereof nor Solomon (213) nor Mihraj (214) possessed!" Then is he
silent, whilst he who is behind the king proclaimeth and saith, "He shall die! He shall die! And again I say, he shall die!" And the other rejoineth,
saying, "Extolled be the perfection of the Living One who dieth not!" And by reason of his justice and judgment (215) and understanding, there is
no Cadi in his [capital] city; but all the people of his realm distinguish truth from falsehood and know [and practise] truth and right for
themselves.'.When Er Reshid heard this, he waxed exceeding wroth and said, "May God not reunite you twain in gladness!" Then he summoned the
headsman, and when he presented himself, he said to him, "Strike off the head of this accursed slave-girl." So Mesrour took her by the hand and
[led her away; but], when she came to the door, she turned and said to the Khalif, "O Commander of the Faithful, I conjure thee, by thy fathers and
forefathers, give ear unto that I shall say!" Then she improvised and recited the following verses:.35. The Lover who feigned himself a Thief to
save his Mistress's Honour ccxcvii.The old woman went out, running, whilst the Khalif and Mesrour laughed, and gave not over running till she
came into the street. Aboulhusn saw her and knowing her, said to his wife, "O Nuzhet el Fuad, meseemeth the Lady Zubeideh hath sent to us to see
who is dead and hath not given credence to Mesrour's report of thy death; so she hath despatched the old woman, her stewardess, to discover the
truth; wherefore it behoveth me to be dead in my turn, for the sake of thy credit with the Lady Zubeideh." Accordingly, he lay down and stretched
himself out, and she covered him and bound his eyes and feet and sat at his head, weeping..When the Cadi heard this, his colour changed and he
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was troubled and waxed exceeding wroth and was rike to burst for excess of rage. Then said he to the merchant, "God forbid that this should be!
How shall it be permitted that the daughter of the Cadi of the Muslims abide with a man of the dancers and vile of origin? By Allah, except thou
divorce her forthright, I will bid beat thee and cast thee into prison till thou die! Had I foreknown that thou wast of them, I had not suffered thee to
approach me, but had spat in thy face, for that thou art filthier (268) than a dog or a hog." Then he gave him a push and casting him down from his
stead, commanded him to divorce; but he said, "Be clement to me, O Effendi, for that God is clement, and hasten not. I will not divorce my wife,
though thou give me the kingdom of Irak.".Speedy Relief of God, Of the, i. 174..159. The Man of Upper Egypt and his Frank Wife dcccxciv.93. El
Feth ben Khacan and El Mutawekkil dclxxxiii.? ? ? ? ? Who dares with them to cope draws death upon himself; Yea, of the deadly lance
incontinent he's slain..? ? ? ? ? As at the casement high she sat, her charms I might espy, For from her cheeks the envious veil that hid them she had
ta'en..? ? ? ? ? Th' Amir (quoth it) am I whose charms are still desired; Absent or present, all in loving me consent..It chances whiles that the blind
man escapes a pit, ii. 51..Two months after this occurrence, there came to me one of the Cadi's officers, with a scroll, wherein was the magistrate's
writ, summoning me to him. So I accompanied the officer and went in to the Cadi, whereupon the plaintiff, to wit, he who had taken out the
summons, sued me for two thousand dirhems, avouching that I had borrowed them of him as the woman's agent. (117) I denied the debt, but he
produced against me a bond for the amount, attested by four of those who were in company [on the occasion]; and they were present and bore
witness to the loan. So I reminded them of my kindness and paid the amount, swearing that I would never again follow a woman's counsel. Is not
this marvellous?'.I'm the crown of every sweet and fragrant weed, ii. 255..Then she went away, and when the girl's master came, she sought his
leave to go with the old woman and he granted her leave. So the beldam took her and carried her to the king's door. The damsel entered with her,
unknowing whither she went, and beheld a goodly house and chambers adorned [with gold and colours] that were no idol's chambers. Then came
the king and seeing her beauty and grace, went up to her, to kiss her; whereupon she fell down in a fit and strove with her hands and feet. When he
saw this, he was solicitous for her and held aloof from her and left her; but the thing was grievous to her and she refused meat and drink, and as
often as the king drew near her, she fled from him in affright, wherefore he swore by Allah that he would not approach her, save with her consent,
and fell to guerdoning her with trinkets and raiment, but she only redoubled in aversion to him..Wife, The Fuller and his, i. 261.
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