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Then he caused rear him among the nurses and matrons; but withal he ceased not to ponder the saying of the astrologers and indeed his life was
troubled. So he betook himself to the top of a high mountain and dug there a deep pit and made in it many dwelling-places and closets and filled it
with all that was needful of victual and raiment and what not else and made in it conduits of water from the mountain and lodged the boy therein,
with a nurse who should rear him. Moreover, at the first of each month he used to go to the mountain and stand at the mouth of the pit and let down
a rope he had with him and draw up the boy to him and strain him to his bosom and kiss him and play with him awhile, after which he would let
him down again into the pit to his place and return; and he used to count the days till the seven years should pass by..? ? ? ? ? y. The Debauchee
and the Three-year-old Child dcv.?STORY OF THE THIEF AND THE WOMAN..? ? ? ? ? With ruin I o'erwhelm him and abjectness and woe
And cause him quaff the goblet of death and distance drear..Hardly had we settled ourselves in the place when we heard a noise of kicking [at the
door] and people running right and left and questioning the cook and saying, "Hath any one passed by thee?" "Nay," answered he; "none hath
passed by me." But they ceased not to go round about the shop till the day broke, when they turned back, disappointed. Then the cook removed the
grass and said to us, "Arise, for ye are delivered from death." So we arose, and we were uncovered, without mantle or veil; but the cook carried us
up into his house and we sent to our lodgings and fetched us veils; and we repented unto God the Most High and renounced singing, (138) for
indeed this was a great deliverance after stress.'.? ? ? ? ? i The Ninth Officer's Story dccccxxxviii."Except," continued the Khalif, "he were the
enemy of God, he had wished for her in this world, so he might after [repent and] return to righteous dealing. By Allah, he shall not come in to me!
Who is at the door other than he?" Quoth Adi, "Jemil ben Mamer el Udhri (51) is at the door;" and Omar said, "It is he who says in one of his odes"
... [And he recited the following:].Lackpenny and the Cook, The, i. 9..149. El Melik en Nasir and his Vizier dcxcvii.I abode in my house, ill, a
whole month; after which I went to the bath and coming out, opened my shop [and sat selling and buying as usual], but saw no more of the man or
the woman, till, one day, there stopped before my shop a young man, [a Turcoman], as he were the full moon; and he was a sheep-merchant and
had with him a bag, wherein was money, the price of sheep that he had sold. He was followed by the woman, and when he stopped at my shop, she
stood by his side and cajoled him, and indeed he inclined to her with a great inclination. As for me, I was consumed with solicitude for him and fell
to casting furtive glances at him and winked at him, till he chanced to look round and saw me winking at him; whereupon the woman looked at me
and made a sign with her hand and went away. The Turcoman followed her and I counted him dead, without recourse; wherefore I feared with an
exceeding fear and shut my shop. Then I journeyed for a year's space and returning, opened my shop; whereupon, behold, the woman came up to
me and said, 'This is none other than a great absence.' Quoth I, 'I have been on a journey;' and she said, 'Why didst thou wink at the Turcoman?'
'God forbid!' answered I. 'I did not wink at him.' Quoth she, 'Beware lest thou cross me;' and went away..? ? ? ? ? Taper of hoofs and straight of
stature, in the dust They prance, as like a flood they pour across the plain;.? ? ? ? ? d. The Eldest Lady's Story (237) lxiv.140. Younus the Scribe
and the Khalif Welid ben Sehl dclxxxiv.Conclusion..15. Ghanim ben Eyoub the Slave of Love cccxxxii.73. The Woman's Trick against her
Husband dclviii.When the prince saw her in this plight, he was as a sleeper awakened and said to her, "What hath befallen thee? Set out to me thy
case." "God on thee," answered she, "nevermore send me to Mariyeh, and do thou protect me, so may God protect thee from the fires of hell!" Then
she related to him that which had bedded her with Mariyeh; which when he heard, there took him the shamefastness of the generous and this was
grievous unto him. The love of Mariyeh fled forth of his heart and he said to the nurse, "How much hadst thou of Mariyeh every month?" "Ten
dinars," answered she, and he said, "Be not concerned." Then he put his hand to his poke and bringing out two hundred dinars, gave them to her
and said, "Take this for a whole year's wage and turn not again to serve any one. When the year is out, I will give thee two years' wage, for that
thou hast wearied thyself with us and on account of the cutting off of thy dependence upon Mariyeh.".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ec. Story of the Barber's
Third Brother xxxii.Presently, the sharper came to the ruin, rejoicing in that which he deemed he should get, and dug in the place, but found
nothing and knew that the idiot had tricked him. So he buffeted his face, for chagrin, and fell to following the other whithersoever he went, so he
might get what was with him, but availed not unto this, for that the idiot knew what was in his mind and was certified that he spied upon him, [with
intent to rob him]; so he kept watch over himself. Now, if the sharper had considered [the consequences of] haste and that which is begotten of loss
therefrom, he had not done thus. Nor," continued the vizier, "is this story, O king of the age, rarer or more extraordinary or more diverting than the
story of Khelbes and his wife and the learned man and that which befell between them.".? ? ? ? ? Our Lord, after sev'rance, with them hath
conjoined us, for he who doth good Shall ne'er disappointed abide and kindnesses kindness entail..Now there was with him a youth and he said,
"By Allah, I was not with him and indeed it is six months since I entered the city, nor did I set eyes on the stuffs until they were brought hither."
Quoth we, "Show us the stuffs." So he carried us to a place wherein was a pit, beside the water-wheel, and digging there, brought out the stolen
goods, with not a stitch of them missing. So we took them and carried the keeper to the prefecture, where we stripped him and beat him with
palm-rods till he confessed to thefts galore. Now I did this by way of mockery against my comrades, and it succeeded.' (142).So saying, he put his
hand to his poke and bringing out therefrom three hundred dinars, gave them to the merchant, who said in himself, "Except I take the money, he
will not abide in the house." So he pouched the money and sold him the house, taking the folk to witness against himself of the sale. Then he arose
and set food before El Abbas and they ate of the good things which he had provided; after which he brought him dessert and sweetmeats. They ate
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thereof till they had enough, when the tables were removed and they washed their hands with rose-water and willow-flower-water. Then the
merchant brought El Abbas a napkin perfumed with the fragrant smoke of aloes-wood, on which he wiped his hand, (80) and said to him, "O my
lord, the house is become thy house; so bid thy servant transport thither the horses and arms and stuffs." El Abbas did this and the merchant
rejoiced in his neighbourhood and left him not night nor day, so that the prince said to him, "By Allah, I distract thee from thy livelihood." "God on
thee, O my lord," replied the merchant, "name not to me aught of this, or thou wilt break my heart, for the best of traffic is thy company and thou
art the best of livelihood." So there befell strait friendship between them and ceremony was laid aside from between them..So he arose and taking
his weaving gear, sold it and bought with the price drugs and simples and wrought himself a carpet, with which they set out and journeyed to a
certain village, where they took up their abode. Then the man donned a physician's habit and fell to going round about the hamlets and villages and
country parts; and he began to earn his living and make gain. Their affairs prospered and their case was bettered; wherefore they praised God for
their present ease and the village became to them a home..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Calender's Story xl.69. Musab ben ez Zubeir and Aaisheh his
Wife ccclxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? My tears flow still, nor aye of bitterness I'm quit, Bewildered as I am betwixten hope and fear..Then said he to them one
day, 'There was with us bread and the locusts ate it; so we put in its place a stone, a cubit long and the like broad, and the locusts came and gnawed
away the stone, because of the smell of the bread.' Quoth one of his friends (and it was he who had given him the lie concerning the dog and the
bread and milk), 'Marvel not at this, for mice do more than that.' And he said, 'Go to your houses. In the days of my poverty, I was a liar [when I
told you] of the dog's climbing upon the shelf and eating the bread and spoiling the milk; and to-day, for that I am rich again, I say sooth [when I
tell you] that locusts devoured a stone a cubit long and a cubit broad.' They were confounded at his speech and departed from him; and the youth's
good flourished and his case was amended. (227) Nor," added the vizier,"is this stranger or more extraordinary than the story of the king's son who
fell in love with the picture.".[When the king returned to his palace,] he went in to his wife Shah Khatoun and said to her, 'I give thee the glad news
of thine eunuch's return.' And he told her what had betided and of the youth whom he had brought with him. When she heard this, her wits fled and
she would have cried out, but her reason restrained her, and the king said to her, 'What is this? Art thou overcome with grief for [the loss of] the
treasure or [for that which hath befallen] the eunuch?' 'Nay, as thy head liveth, O king!' answered she. 'But women are fainthearted.' Then came the
servant and going in to her, told her all that had befallen him and acquainted her with her son's case also and with that which he had suffered of
stresses and how his uncle had exposed him to slaughter and he had been taken prisoner and they had cast him into the pit and hurled him from the
top of the citadel and how God had delivered him from these perils, all of them; and he went on to tell her [all that had betided him], whilst she
wept..37. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Er Reshid and Jaafer dlv.? ? ? ? ? I am the champion-slayer, the warrior without peer; My foes I slay,
destroying the hosts, when I appear..The Seventh Day..Here they halted and took up their lodging with the old man, who questioned the husband of
his case and that of his brother and the reason of their journey, and he said, 'I purpose to go with my brother, this sick man, to the holy woman, her
whose prayers are answered, so she may pray for him and God may make him whole by the blessing of her prayers.' Quoth the villager, 'By Allah,
my son is in a parlous plight for sickness and we have heard that the holy woman prayeth for the sick and they are made whole. Indeed, the folk
counsel me to carry him to her, and behold, I will go in company with you. And they said, 'It is well.' So they passed the night in that intent and on
the morrow they set out for the dwelling of the holy woman, this one carrying his son and that his brother..? ? ? ? ? k. The Vizier's Son and the
Bathkeeper's Wife dlxxxiv.When it was eventide, the king caused avoid his sitting chamber and summoned the vizier, who presented himself and
making his obeisance to the king, kissed the earth before him and bespoke him as follows:.When the evening evened, the king sat in his privy
closet and summoning the vizier, required of him the promised story. So Er Rehwan said, "Know, O king, that.I went forth one day, purposing to
make a journey, and fell in with a man whose wont it was to stop the way. When he came up with me, he offered to slay me and I said to him, "I
have nothing with me whereby thou mayst profit." Quoth he, "My profit shall be the taking of thy life." "What is the cause of this?" asked I. "Hath
there been feud between us aforetime?" And he answered, "No; but needs must I slay thee." Therewithal I fled from him to the river-side; but he
overtook me and casting me to the ground, sat down on my breast. So I sought help of the Sheikh El Hejjaj (156) and said to him, "Protect me from
this oppressor!" And indeed he had drawn a knife, wherewith to cut my throat, when, behold, there came a great crocodile forth of the river and
snatching him up from off my breast, plunged with him into the water, with the knife still in his hand; whilst I abode extolling the perfection of
God the Most High and rendering thanks for my preservation to Him who had delivered me from the hand of that oppressor.'.?A MERRY JEST OF
A THIEF..? ? ? ? ? h. The Thief and the Woman dcccxcix.? ? ? ? ? On the dear nights of union, in you was our joy, But afflicted were we since ye
bade us adieu..When came the night, the vizier presented himself before the king, who bade him relate the [promised] story. So he said,
"Hearkening and obedience. Know, Out.? ? ? ? ? The sable torrent of her locks falls down unto her hips; Beware the serpents of her curls, I counsel
thee, beware!.? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Enchanted Youth xxi.? ? ? ? ? g. King Bihkerd cccclxiv.? ? ? ? ? y. The foul-favoured Man and his Fair Wife
dccccxviii.? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclxiii.One day, he went forth in quest of certain stray camels of his and fared on all
his day and night till eventide, when he [came to an Arab encampment and] was fain to seek hospitality of one of the inhabitants. So he alighted at
one of the tents of the camp and there came forth to him a man of short stature and loathly aspect, who saluted him and lodging him in a corner of
the tent, sat entertaining him with talk, the goodliest that might be. When his food was dressed, the Arab's wife brought it to the guest, and he
looked at the mistress of the tent and saw a favour than which no goodlier might be. Indeed, her beauty and grace and symmetry amazed him and
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he abode confounded, looking now at her and now at her husband. When his looking grew long, the man said to him, 'Harkye, O son of the worthy!
Occupy thyself with thine own concerns, for by me and this woman hangeth a rare story, that is yet goodlier than that which thou seest of her
beauty; and when we have made an end of our food, I will tell it thee.'.102. Jouder and his Brothers dcclxxv.? ? ? ? ? a. The Ox and the Ass.The
young man marvelled at his story and lay the night with him; and when he arose in the morning, he found his strays. So he took them and returning
[to his family.], acquainted them with what he had seen and that which had betided him. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more marvellous or rarer
than the story of the king who lost kingdom and wealth and wife and children and God restored them unto him and requited him with a kingdom
more magnificent than that which he had lost and goodlier and rarer and greater of wealth and elevation.".? ? ? ? ? a. The First Calender's Story
xi.Presently, the princess turned to her maid and bade her fetch them somewhat of food and sweetmeats and dessert and fruits. So Shefikeh brought
what she desired and they ate and drank [and abode on this wise] without lewdness, till the night departed and the day came. Then said El Abbas,
"Indeed, the day is come. Shall I go to my father and bid him go to thy father and seek thee of him in marriage for me, in accordance with the Book
of God the Most High and the Institutes of His Apostle (whom may He bless and keep!) so we may not enter into transgression?" And Mariyeh
answered, saying, "By Allah, it is well counselled of thee!" So he went away to his lodging and nought befell between them; and when the day
lightened, she improvised and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? i. The Spider and the Wind dcxv.15. The Cat and the Crow cl.When the
evening evened, the king summoned the vizier and bade him tell the story of the King of Hind and his vizier. So he said, "Hearkening and
obedience. Know, O king of august lineage, that.5. Noureddin Ali of Cairo and his Son Bedreddin Hassan lxxii.? ? ? ? ? The priests from all the
convent came flocking onto it: With cries of joy and welcome their voices they did rear..? ? ? ? ? Thus unto thee have I set forth my case; consider
well My words, so thou mayst guided be aright by their intent..Calcutta (1814-18) Text..? ? ? ? ? j. The Enchanted Springs dcccclxxxvi.Druggist,
The Singer and the, i. 229..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ed. Story of the Barber's Fourth Brother xxxii.Clemency, Of, i. 120..The Sixth Night of the
Month.There was once a man of fortune, who lost his wealth, and chagrin and melancholy got the mastery of him, so that he became an idiot and
lost his wit. There abode with him of his wealth about a score of dinars and he used to beg alms of the folk, and that which they gave him he would
gather together and lay to the dinars that were left him. Now there was in that town a vagabond, who made his living by sharping, and he knew that
the idiot had somewhat of money; so he fell to spying upon him and gave not over watching him till he saw him put in an earthen pot that which he
had with him of money and enter a deserted ruin, where he sat down, [as if] to make water, and dug a hole, in which he laid the pot and covering it
up, strewed earth upon the place. Then he went away and the sharper came and taking what was in the pot, covered it up again, as it was..So saying,
he left him and went away, whereupon up came the three other sharpers, the comrades of him of the ass, and said to the money-changer, 'God
requite thee for us with good, for that thou hast bought him! How can we requite thee!' Quoth he, 'I will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.'
When they heard this, they returned to the ass and fell again to examining him and handling him. Then said they to the money-changer, 'We were
mistaken in him. This is not the ass we sought and he is not worth more than half a score paras to us.' Then they left him and offered to go away,
whereat the money-changer was sore chagrined and cried out at their speech, saying, 'O folk, ye besought me to buy him for you and now I have
bought him, ye say, "We were deceived [in him], and he is not worth more than ten paras to us."' Quoth they, 'We supposed that in him was that
which we desired; but, behold, in him is the contrary of that which we want; and indeed he hath a default, for that he is short of back.' And they
scoffed at him and went away from him and dispersed..Then Ishac went forth of the barrack and overtook Er Reshid [who had foregone him]; and
they walked till they came to their [landing-]place, where they embarked in the boat and fared on to Theghr el Khanekah. (177) As for the
slave-dealer, he sent the damsel to the house of Ishac en Nedim, whose slave-girls took her and carried her to the bath. Then each damsel gave her
somewhat of her apparel and they decked her with earrings and bracelets, so that she redoubled in beauty and became as she were the moon on the
night of its full. When Ishac returned home from the Khalifs palace, Tuhfeh rose to him and kissed his hand; and he saw that which the slave-girls
had done with her and thanked them therefor and said to them, 'Let her be in the house of instruction and bring her instruments of music, and if she
be apt unto singing, teach her; and may God the Most High vouchsafe her health and weal!' So there passed over her three months, what while she
abode with him in the house of instruction, and they brought her the instruments of music. Moreover, as time went on, she was vouchsafed health
and soundness and her beauty waxed many times greater than before and her pallor was changed to white and red, so that she became a ravishment
to all who looked on her..Now there was a man of the kinsfolk of the Khalif [Haroun er Reshid], by name Abdulmelik ben Salih ben Ali ben
Abdallah ben el Abbas, (148) who was great of gravity and piety and decorousness, and Er Reshid was used instantly to require of him that he
should keep him company in his carousals and drink with him and had proffered him, to this end, riches galore, but he still refused. It chanced that
this Abdulmelik es Salih came to the door of Jaafer ben Yehya, that he might bespeak him of certain occasions of his, and the chamberlain,
doubting not but he was the Abdulmelik ben Salih aforesaid, whom Jaafer had charged him admit and that he should suffer none but him to enter,
allowed him to go in to his master..? ? ? ? ? For death in your absence to us was decreed; But, when ye came back, we were quickened anew..Then
he arose and going in to his daughter, found her mother with her; so he set out to them the case and Mariyeh said, "O father mine, my wish is
subject unto (122) thy commandment and my will ensueth thy will; so whatsoever thou choosest, I am still obedient unto thee and under thy
dominion." Therewithal the King knew that Mariyeh inclined unto El Abbas; so he returned forthright to King El Aziz and said to him, "May God
amend the King! Verily, the occasion is accomplished and there is no opposition unto that which thou commandest" Quoth El Aziz, "By God's
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leave are occasions accomplished. How deemest thou, O King, of fetching El Abbas and drawing up the contract of marriage between Mariyeh and
him?" And Ins ben Cais answered, saying, "Thine be it to decide.".? ? ? ? ? Peace upon thee! Ah, how bitter were the severance from thee! Be not
this thy troth-plight's ending nor the last of our delight!.Then she drank three cups and filling the old man other three, sang the following verses:.? ?
? ? ? f. The Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dlix.?Story of King Dadbin and His Viziers..Sixth Officer's Story, The, ii. 146..Sindbad the Sailor
and Hindbad the Porter, iii. 199..? ? ? ? ? Yet thou repaidst me with constraint, rigour and perfidy, To which no lover might himself on any wise
resign..? ? ? ? ? a. The King and his Vizier's Wife dlxxviii.At this Queen Kemeriyeh was moved to exceeding delight and drank off her cup, saying,
'Well done, O queen of hearts!' Moreover, she took off a surcoat of blue brocade, fringed with red rubies, and a necklace of white jewels, worth an
hundred thousand dinars, and gave them to Tuhfeh. Then she passed the cup to her sister Zelzeleh, who had in her hand sweet basil, and she said to
Tuhfeh, 'Sing to me on this sweet basil.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and improvised and sang the following verses:.Unlucky
Merchant, The, i 73..When Er Reshid heard this, he waxed exceeding wroth and said, "May God not reunite you twain in gladness!" Then he
summoned the headsman, and when he presented himself, he said to him, "Strike off the head of this accursed slave-girl." So Mesrour took her by
the hand and [led her away; but], when she came to the door, she turned and said to the Khalif, "O Commander of the Faithful, I conjure thee, by
thy fathers and forefathers, give ear unto that I shall say!" Then she improvised and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? But now hath Allah from
my heart blotted the love of thee, After for constancy I'd grown a name of wonderment..One day, as I stood in my shop, there came up to me a
woman and stopped before me; and she as she were the full moon rising from among the stars, and the place was illumined by her light. When I
saw her, I fixed my eyes on her and stared in her face; and she bespoke me with soft speech. When I heard her words and the sweetness of her
speech, I lusted after her; and when she saw that I lusted after her, she did her occasion and promising me [to come again], went away, leaving my
mind occupied with her and fire kindled in my heart. Then I abode, perplexed and pondering my affair, whilst fire flamed in my heart, till the third
day, when she came again and I scarce credited her coming. When I saw her, I talked with her and cajoled her and courted her and strove to win her
favour with speech and invited her [to my house]; but she answered, saying, 'I will not go up into any one's house.' Quoth I, 'I will go with thee;'
and she said, 'Arise and come with me.'.An if ye'd of evil be quit, look that no evil ye do, ii. 192..When it was the eleventh day, the viziers betook
them early in the morning to the king's gate and said to him, "O king, the folk are assembled from the king's gate to the gibbet, so they may see [the
execution of] the king's commandment on the youth." So the king bade fetch the prisoner and they brought him; whereupon the viziers turned to
him and said to him, "O vile of origin, doth any hope of life remain with thee and lookest thou still for deliverance after this day?" "O wicked
viziers," answered he, "shall a man of understanding renounce hope in God the Most High? Indeed, howsoever a man be oppressed, there cometh
to him deliverance from the midst of stress and life from the midst of death, [as is shown by the case of] the prisoner and how God delivered him."
"What is his story?" asked the king; and the youth answered, saying, "O king, they tell that.Merchant, The Unlucky, i. 73..The Twenty-Eighth and
Last Night of the Month.? ? ? ? ? Ay, and around Baghdad the horsemen shalt behold, Like clouds that wall the world, full many a doughty
knight,.Meanwhile, they carried the damsel into the Commander of the Faithful and she pleased him; so he assigned her a lodging of the apartments
of choice. She abode in the palace, eating not neither drinking and ceasing not from weeping night nor day, till, one night, the Khalif sent for her to
his sitting-chamber and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, be of good heart and cheerful eye, for I will make thy rank higher than [any of] the concubines
and thou shall see that which shall rejoice thee." She kissed the earth and wept; whereupon the Khalif called for her lute and bade her sing. So she
improvised and sang the following verses, in accordance with that which was in her heart:.? ? ? ? ? How long shall I for justice sue to you, whilst,
with desire For aid, ye war on me and still on slaying me are bent!.? ? ? ? ? Thou taught'st me what I cannot bear; afflicted sore am I; Yea, thou hast
wasted me away with rigour and despite..? ? ? ? ? b. The Singer and the Druggist dccclxxxviii.Your coming to-me-ward, indeed, with "Welcome!
Fair welcome!" I hail, iii. 136..Son and his Governor, Story of the Man of Khorassan, his, i. 218.14. The Mouse and the Weasel cl.When Zuheir
heard his words, he bade smite off his head; but his Vizier said to him, "Slay him not, till his friend be present." So he commanded the two slaves
to fetch his friend; whereupon they repaired to El Abbas and called to him, saying, "O youth, answer the summons of King Zuheir." "What would
the king with me?" asked he, and they answered, "We know not." Quoth he, "Who gave the king news of me?" "We went to draw water," answered
they, "and found a man by the water. So we questioned him of his case, but he would not acquaint us therewith; wherefore we carried him perforce
to King Zuheir, who questioned him of his case and he told him that he was going to Akil. Now Akil is the king's enemy and he purposeth to betake
himself to his camp and make prize of his offspring and cut off his traces." "And what," asked El Abbas, "hath Akil done with King Zuheir?" And
they replied, "He engaged for himself that he would bring the king every year a thousand dinars and a thousand she-camels, besides a thousand
head of thoroughbred horses and two hundred black slaves and fifty slave-girls; but it hath reached the king that Akil purposeth to give nought of
this; wherefore he is minded to go to him. So hasten thou with us, ere the king be wroth with thee and with us.".121. The Devout Platter-maker and
his Wife cccclxviii.When El Abbas had made an end of his verses, his father said to him, "I seek refuge for thee with God, O my son! Hast thou
any want unto which thou availest not, so I may endeavour for thee therein and lavish my treasures in quest thereof?" "O father mine," answered El
Abbas, "I have, indeed, an urgent want, on account whereof I came forth of my native land and left my people and my home and exposed myself to
perils and stresses and became an exile from my country, and I trust in God that it may be accomplished by thine august endeavour." "And what is
thy want?" asked the king. Quoth El Abbas, "I would have thee go and demand me in marriage Mariyeh, daughter of the King of Baghdad, for that
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my heart is distraught with love of her." And he recounted to his father his story from first to last..? ? ? ? ? "Fair patience practise, for thereon still
followeth content." So runs the rede 'mongst all that dwell in city or in tent..The drums of glad tidings beat and they entered in the utmost of
worship and magnificence. Moreover, the tribes heard of them and the people of the towns and brought them the richest of presents and the
costliest of rarities and the prince's mother rejoiced with an exceeding joy. Then they slaughtered beasts and made mighty bride-feasts to the people
and kindled fires, that it might be visible afar to townsman [and Bedouin] that this was the house of the guest-meal and the wedding, festival, to the
intent that, if any passed them by, [without partaking of their hospitality], it should be of his own fault (126) So the folk came to them from all parts
and quarters and on this wise they abode days and months..Then she discovered to him a part of her bosom, and when he saw her breasts, his
reason took flight from his head and he said to her, "Cover it up, so may God have thee in His safeguard!" Quoth she, "Is it fair of any one to
missay of my charms?" And he answered, "How shall any missay of thy charms, and thou the sun of loveliness?" Then said she, "Hath any the right
to say of me that I am lophanded? "And tucking up her sleeves, showed him forearms, as they were crystal; after which she unveiled to him a face,
as it were a full moon breaking forth on its fourteenth night, and said to him, "Is it lawful for any to missay of me [and avouch] that my face is
pitted with smallpox or that I am one-eyed or crop-eared?" And he answered her, saying, "O my lady, what is it moveth thee to discover unto me
that lovely face and those fair members, [of wont so jealously] veiled and guarded? Tell me the truth of the matter, may I be thy ransom!" And he
recited the following verses:.It is related that Ibn es Semmak (162) went in one day to Er Reshid and the Khalif, being athirst, called for drink. So
his cup was brought him, and when he took it, Ibn es Semmak said to him, "Softly, O Commander of the Faithful! If thou wert denied this draught,
with what wouldst thou buy it?" "With the half of my kingdom," answered the Khalif; and Ibn es Semmak said, "Drink and God prosper it to thee!"
Then, when he had drunken, he said to him, "If thou wert denied the going forth of the draught from thy body, with what wouldst thou buy its
issue?" "With the whole of my kingdom," answered Er Reshid: and Ibn es Semmak said, "O Commander of the Faithful, verily, a kingdom that
weigheth not in the balance against a draught [of water] or a voiding of urine is not worth the striving for." And Haroun wept..Now this learned
man had a wife renowned for beauty and loveliness and quickness of wit and understanding and the lover cast about for a device whereby he might
win to Khelbes's wife; so he came to him and told him, as a secret, what he had seen of the learned man's wife and confided to him that he was
enamoured of her and besought him of help in this. Khelbes told him that she was distinguished to the utterest for chastity and continence and that
she exposed herself not to suspicion; but the other said, 'I cannot renounce her, [firstly,] because the woman inclineth to me and coveteth my
wealth, and secondly, because of the greatness of my love for her; and nothing is wanting but thy help.' Quoth Khelbes, 'I will do thy will;' and the
other said, 'Thou shalt have of me two dirhems a day, on condition that thou sit with the learned man and that, when he riseth from the assembly,
thou speak a word notifying the breaking up of the session.' So they agreed upon this and Khelbes entered and sat in the assembly, whilst the lover
was assured in his heart that the secret was safe with him, wherefore he rejoiced and was content to pay the two dirhems..The Twenty-Sixth Night
of the Month..92. El Amin and his Uncle Ibrahim ben el Mehdi dclxxxii.The Thirteenth Night of the Month..A white one, from her sheath of
tresses now laid bare, ii. 291..126. Ibrahim ben el Khawwas and the Christian King's Daughter cccclxxvii.57. Werdan the Butcher's Adventure with
the Lady and the Bear cccliii.There came one day an old woman [to the stuff-market], with a casket of precious workmanship, containing trinkets,
and she was accompanied by a damsel great with child. The old woman sat down at the shop of a draper and giving him to know that the damsel
was with child by the prefect of police of the city, took of him, on credit, stuffs to the value of a thousand dinars and deposited with him the casket
as security. [She opened the casket and] showed him that which was therein; and he found it full of trinkets [apparently] of price; [so he trusted her
with the goods] and she took leave of him and carrying the stuffs to the damsel, who was with her, [went her way]. Then the old woman was absent
from him a great while, and when her absence was prolonged, the draper despaired of her; so he went up to the prefect's house and enquired of the
woman of his household, [who had taken his stuffs on credit;] but could get no tidings of her nor lit on aught of her trace..Now in that town was a
man of good breeding and large generosity, a merchant of condition, young of years and bright of face, who had come to that town from his own
country with great store of merchandise and wealth galore. He took up his abode therein and the place was pleasant to him and he was lavish in
expenditure, so that he came to the end of all his good and there remained with him nothing save that which was upon him of raiment. So he left the
lodging wherein he had abidden in the days of his affluence, after he had wasted (260) that which was therein of furniture, and fell to harbouring in
the houses of the townsfolk from night to night..After your loss, nor trace of me nor vestige would remain, iii. 41.
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