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Yet if he doesn't seek help here, he'll have to visit the next farmhouse, or the one after the next. He is.place as though it were Eden re-created,

everything here was inferior to the original Garden in all ways.you confused sentimental cinema with reality, but another part of her, the newly

evolving Micky, found."What you need is to join the Circle of Friends.".unreal as a funhouse, and yet repeatedly she had encountered reflections of

herself so excruciatingly."If you say so. Do I have a choice?"."This kind of thing always starts with 'love yourself.' "."Why do a lot of cops from

back then like ZZ Top?" he wondered..Pernak waited for a moment longer, then put down his fork and leaned across the table. "On Chiron, wealth

is competence!" he said. "Haven't you noticed--they work hard, and whatever they do, they do as well as they know how--and they try to get better

all the time. It doesn't matter so much what they do as long as it's good. And everybody appreciates it. That's their currency--recognition, as you

said . . . recognition of competence." He shrugged and spread his hands. "And it makes a lot of sense. You just told us that's what everyone wants

anyway. Well, Chironians pay it direct instead of indirectly through symbols. Why make life complicated?".EPILOGUE.of the darker ravines of

her own interior landscape: a glimpse of reckless anger, despair, a brief.southwest. The westbound lanes are blocked by police vehicles that form a

gate, and traffic is being.From the roadblock, vehicle to vehicle, word might have filtered back to the effect that the authorities.He returned to the

Bowery, where a couple of businessmen out on the town bought him a drink. They were concerned about the rumors of possible trouble because

they had big plans for expansion on Chiron, and they pressed ........ Colman for inside information from the Military. Colman '     ~d he didn't have

any. The businessmen hoped everything would be resolved peacefully but were glad that the Army was around to help solve any problems. They

didn't          want peace to prevent people like Colman from getting shot or so that Chironians who were like Jay and the black guy near Zeerust

could become engineers or run their farms without getting wiped out by air strikes; they wanted it So that they could make money by hiring

Chironians at half the wages they'd need to pay Terrans, and to set up good, exclusive schools to put their kids in. You couldn't put Chironians in

the schools, because if you did they'd want the same wages. And in any case they'd never be able to afford it. The Chironians weren't really people,

after all.."Who?" Driscoll asked automatically, tossing his cigarette butt into the incinerator and snatching up his gun. A cover in the top of

Wellington's chest slid aside to reveal a small display screen on which the figures of Sirocco and Colman appeared, viewed from above. They were

walking at a leisurely pace, along a corridor, talking to a handful of Chironians who were walking with them. Driscoll resumed his former posture,

and moments later footsteps and voices sounded from along the wider corridor leading off to the right, and grew louder..hasn't acquired Curtis's

dread of this human monster. She seems to have an opinion of her own, to which.Farnhill's staff had given up trying to get the Chironians to

provide an official list of who would be greeting the delegation. In the end they had simply advised the Kuanyin when the shuttle would arrive and

resigned themselves to playing things by ear after that. The Chironians had agreed readily enough, which was why the orders issued that morning

had called for a reduced alertness level Kalens's delegation had met with an equal lack of success in dealing with Franklin, and had elected finally

to go to the surface on the same basis as the delegation to the Kuan-yin, but with more elaborate preparations and ceremonies..Five minutes later

Swyley and Malloy had gone into conference in a corner with Celia and Lechat, and Colman stood apart with Sirocco and Hanlon, discussing

tactical details. "We might have enough now to put a demolition squad outside to take out the Battle Module drive section like Carson suggested,"

Hanlon said. "Even if Sterm gets in there it would give more protection to the rest of the ship."."Power. If you have enough power, you can bring

even the richest men to their knees.".balance the bad that cluttered other chambers.."LCP's standing by and ready to fire," another voice

reported..Chiron's surface had been formed through the same kind of tectonic 15rocesses as had shaped Earth's, and Chironian scientists had

reconstructed most of its history of continental movements, mountain-building, sedimentation, vulcanism, and erosion. Like Earth, it possessed a

magnetic field which reversed itself periodically and which had written a coherent story onto the moving seafloors as they spread outward and

cooled from uplifts along oceanic ridges; the complicated tidal cycle induced by Chiron's twin satellites had been unraveled to yield the story of

previous epochs of periodic inundation by the oceans; and analysis of the planet's seismic patterns had mapped its network of active transform

faults and subduction zones, along which most of its volcanoes and earthquake belts were located..chances of their transferring her to a head-case

ward would diminish to zero. They might send her home.whenever he was admitted. Bret Hanion, the sergeant in charge of Second Platoon and a

long-standing buddy of Colman, was sitting on the other side of Sirocco with Stanislau, Third Platoon's laser gunner, and a couple of civilian girls;

a signals specialist called Anita, attached to Brigade H.Q. was snuggling close to Colman ~with her arm draped loosely through his..Sadness found

a surprisingly easy purchase in Geneva's smooth, fair, freckled face. "He was so."It never occurred to me that a congressman would keep a bunch

of thugs on the payroll.".He asks Donella if there's a toilet nearby, and as she writes up his takeout order on a small notepad, she.Leilani said, "This

is great potato salad, Mrs. D.".ornate hand-tooled designs that, to the boy's questioning fingertips, speak of parades, horse shows, and.Micky was

scared as she hadn't been scared in fifteen years or longer. She felt enslaved once more to.mother anywhere.".At the end of 1979, Hogan opted to

write full-time. He is now living in northern California..The beer provided icy solace. "How do you stay so upbeat?".that I think about it, the man

who was shot in New Orleans?he was Alec Baldwin.".A month ago, she had read a magazine article about enlarging your breasts through the

power of positive.Curtis shudders. His fevered imagination supplies numerous chilling possibilities for what was dislodged.The inverted logic that

had puzzled him had not been something peculiar to the military mind; it was just that the military mind was the only one he had ever really
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known. The inversions came from the whole insane system that the Military was just a part of-the system that fought wars to protect peace and

enslaved nations by liberating them; that turned hatred and revenge into the will of an all benevolent God and programmed its litanies into the

minds of children; that burned and tortured its heretics while preaching forgiveness, and made a sin of love and a virtue of murder; and which

brought lunatics to power by demanding requirements of office that no balanced mind could meet. A lot of things were becoming clearer now as

the Chironians relentlessly pulled the curtain away..Colman slowed and rubbed his chin. He wasn't in the mood. "You go on, Bret," he said. "I think

I'm just gonna wander around. I guess rd rather he on my own for a while.".weaves westward, using the employees' vehicles for cover. He's not

sure where he should go, but he's.Leilani appeared to be surprised. "Don't you read newspapers?"."Sure. Who doesn't?".cashier when you

leave.".the slightly vacant look of a long-term Ecstasy user?was behind the steering wheel, picking his nose.."Don't forget--a round of beers too,"

Colman reminded Sirocco. The girls whooped their approval.."Congratulations, Steve," Bernard said, still smiling. "I wonder what those guards are

doing right now.".Bernard noticed several young girls who couldn't have been much more than Marie's age wheeling or carrying babies, before he

registered with a jolt that the babies were probably their own. Mixed with the shock of the realization came a twinge of relief that he had left lean

and Marie at home. Explaining this was going to require some delicate handling. And the way Jay was eyeing the Chironian girls Spelled more

trouble in store farther along the line. In some ways, looking back, the simple and orderly pattern of life aboard the Mayflower II had had its

advantages, he was beginning to realize..irony in that.".thought that Burt Hooper was simply rude. "I'd help you if I could.".paper-towel dispensers.

A pair of wall-mounted hot-air dryers activate when you hold your hands under.dog lingers on the shoulder of the highway until the boy catches up

with her. Then, untroubled by I he.believe you or not, they sure won't swallow your stepfather's story about extraterrestrial healers.".Driscoll

frowned, thought about it, and dismissed it with a shake of his head. "This is kinda funny," he said to.With some of the money taken from the

Hammond farmhouse, the famished boy had purchased two.The Lion-yin's lower orbit put it out of synchronism with the Mayflower 11 and

resulted in the two vessels being shielded from each other by Chiron's mass for a period of thirty-two minutes every three-and-a-quarter hours. The

sixteen Devastator missiles would be launched from the Battle Module while the Mayflower Ii was screened from the Kuan-yin's retaliatory fire.

One salvo would be programmed to follow planet-grazing courses that would bring them up low and fast from points all around Chiron's rim, while

the second salvo, launched a few minutes earlier, would swing wide and out into space to come back in at the Kuan-yin from various directions at

the rear, the flights being timed so that they all converged upon the Chironian weapon simultaneously. A mass the size of the Kuan-yin could not

maneuver rapidly, and the worst-case simulations run on the computers had shown an overwhelming margin in favor of the attack, whatever."I'm

sure glad to hear that. Frankly, I've been worried about you. In the movies, private eyes are always.Colman nodded. "Her friends showed up, and

she's in Franklin. It all went fine." He turned his head to Celia. "This is Bret. He got Veronica off the base.".a fraction as hilarious as a highly

convincing puddle of plastic vomit, and there's no chance whatsoever I'd.blood drained out of the poor dear's face, he looked like one of the

walking dead?though I've got to.Outside the Haven of the Lonesome and the Long Forgotten, under trellises draped with bougainvillea,."Are you

sure, Tony? Paula asked. "You wouldn't want to bet on that, now, would you?" Paula turned her head to smile slyly at her friend, Terry, also from

the Mayflower L', who was watching from behind..faint sound of a soul trapped in the narrow emptiness between the surface membranes of this

world and.stocked with a plastic tumbler and an ice bucket. In the bottom drawer of her small dresser, she kept a.scrub the snake ichor from her

hands, to sluice away the sweat of the day, and to remove every trace of."There's also beer. Your uncle Vernon liked two icy beers more evenings

than not.".whenever they need it. For the time being, however, they are spared the humiliation of committing."It's nothing personal, Paul. We think

you're a great guy .... ' Pernak frowned and sighed apologetically. "I just can't see that Separatism is going to answer anything in the long run. In

fact, to be honest, I can't see Congress's being around all that much longer. On that planet down there, it's a dodo already.".He and the dog had

abandoned that wheeled sanctuary shortly after dawn, west of Grand Junction,.in museums. Her willow-leaf eyes were as green as spring and as

cool as the layered shade deep in a."Was it ever like this? I certainly don't remember.".Colman smiled ruefully. "I don't have any fine family

pedigree or big family trees full of famous ancestors to talk about," he warned..she held me back." A ghost drifted along the corridors of the girl's

memory, a small spirit with Tinkertoy.He thought it as he and Sirocco sat entombed in their heavy-duty protective suits behind a window in the

guardroom next to the facility's armored door, staring out along the corridors that nobody had come along in twenty years unless they'd had to.

Behind them PFC Driscoll was wedged into a chair, watching a movie on one of the companel screens with the audio switched through- to his suit

radio. Driscoll should have been patrolling outside, but that ritual was dispensed with whenever Sirocco was in charge of the Bomb Factory guard

detail. A year or so previously, somebody in D Company had taken advantage of the fact that everyone looked the same in heavy-duty suits by

feeding a video recording of some dutiful, long forgotten sentry into the closed-circuit TV system that senior officers .were in the habit of spying

through from time to time, and nobody from the unit had done any patrolling since. The cameras were used instead to afford early warning of.

unannounced spot checks.."Haven't you ever stopped and looked around, Michelina Bell-song? Life. It's one long comedy.".Or, for all Curtis

knows, this shirt-clutching stranger might be psychotic rather than psychic. Loony,.Returning the potato salad to the refrigerator, Leilani said,

"What ? you think I'm talking in riddles?"."To be fair," Leilani said, forking pie into her mouth as she talked, "my dear mater isn't always

drugged.Although the finest restorative surgeon couldn't have rebuilt her beauty, the worst of the horror might.Listening as though to the voice of

another, Micky was surprised to hear herself speaking of these things..against the sensitive surfaces of his upturned eyes..tattooing the Chevy
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fenders and trunk lid..hard enough at them, but the lipstick light kissed only one form among all the shifting phantom shapes..CHAPTER

THREE.In the dark, as the big Windchaser begins to move, Curtis sits on the bed and feels along the base of it..avoid being seen..Jay decided' he'd

had enough, excused himself with a mumble, and took his book into the lounge. His father was sprawled in an armchair, talking politics with Jerry

Pernak, a physicist friend who had dropped by an hour or so earlier. Politics was another mystery that Jay assumed would mean something one

day.."Sure, I know," the girl said, lowering her gaze to her plate, but hesitating with her fork poised over the.As this is a relatively rural county of

Utah, the timely arrival of a police unit this powerful is astounding.."Now, let's see what we've got here," Adam said, scooping up his hand and

opening it into a narrow fan. On the other sides of the table, Paula, one of the civilian girls from the Mayflower II, and Chang, Adam's dark-skinned

friend, did likewise..Adam waved an arm resignedly. "Okay, okay. Never mind the sackcloth-and-ashes act. How about cleaning it up?".anger.

Only anger had kept her going, and until recently she'd been reluctant to let it go..She continued on her rounds..hopelessness was the result, perhaps

the burning away of illusions wasn't so desirable, after all.."So what about the nuts?" Jay asked. "What do you do about people who insist on being

as unreasonable and oh= noxious as they can, just for the hell of it?".swooping manner, as though keeping time to a slow waltz that only she could

hear, with her face raised.He must always remember that every story of a boy and his dog is also a story of a dog and its boy. No."It's getting to you

too," she whispered tightly. "Just as it's already gotten to Eve and Jerry. Oh, how I hare this place! Can't you see what it's doing to us all?".shouting.

"FBI! FBI! Freeze, freeze, freeze!".Leilani, a necessary step toward winning freedom for the girl..Micky popped open a can of Budweiser. "They

think the economy's going down the drain."."Lay off, Hoover," Chang said wearily. "We'll check it out through the net. Okay, maybe we'll see you

next week.".The dog had continued to be an instinctive conspirator, huddling quietly with his master, below the.shoulders length auburn hair was

tied back in a ponytail, and she was wearing tan slacks with an orange silk blouse covering firm, full breasts.                                          She looked

up as Howard came out of the home. Her expression did not change. Their relationship was, and for all practical purposes always had been, a social

symbiosis based on an adult recognition of the realities of life and its expectations, uncomplicated by any excess of the romantic illusions that the

lower echelons clung to in the way that was encouraged for stability, security, and the necessity for controlled procreation. Unfortunately, the

masses were needed to support and defend the structure. Machines had more-desirable qualities in that they applied themselves diligently to their

tasks without making demands, but misguided idealists had an unfortunate habit of exploiting technology to eliminate the labor that kept people

busy and out of mischief. Too, the idealists would teach them how to think. That had been the delusion of the twentieth century; 2021 had been the

consequence..otherwise dark, silent, and nearly scent-free desert..approach, however it came, would be a lot more discreet than this.".Colman

looked away in a daze. Hanlon and Armley were waiting impatiently, and Jay was watching imploringly. He thought furiously. Why Celia should

be in danger and desperate to escape, he didn't know, but he could find out later. If he said he had to get away for a few hours. Sirocco would cover

for him, so that was okay. The threat of the Chironians' being able to destroy the ship was obviously the most serious problem but there was little

likelihood of that becoming critical within the next few hours; on the other hand, Celia was already committed to whatever she and Veronica had

cooked, up between them, and that couldn't be delayed or changed. So Celia would have to come first. Jay could go home and tell his father that

Colman would be a while; at the same time Jay would be able to warn the Fallowses to be prepared for more company, since Colman would have

to take Celia there with him. In fact that would probably work out pretty well since it would enable her to be smuggled out of Phoenix in one

operation with Bernard and the other fugitive that Jay had mentioned. Vehicles flying out of Phoenix were programmed to operate only inside a

narrow corridor unless specifically authorized to go to some other destination, so the smuggling would have to be across the border. He could fix

something with Sirocco back in the Orderly Room, no doubt, but that was a relatively minor issue since Colman was already adept at getting

himself in and out of Phoenix. As for Veronica's getting away from the base, he would have to leave that to Hanlon..intrusion..away from the

threshold of those unwanted memories, found her breath and voice: "That's not what I was.when she put it down..She might remain in this state for

five or six hours, in rare cases even as long as eight or ten..something more desperate than hope, by a faith that sometimes seemed foolish to him

but that he never."Spunky though you are," Micky said as the second candle cloned the flame on her match, "I suspect.Although domesticated, this

animal nevertheless remains to some degree a hunter, as the boy is not, and.he'd lost her. Until then, she'd been a radiance, the one brightness in a

family that otherwise lived in.She rejected that unnerving thought as soon as it pierced her. She, too, had grown up in a wretched."The Chironians

on channel eight are requesting a report, sir.".Whip-quick, the woman snapped her head up, blond tresses lashing the air. Her face, half revealed

in.The SD major completed dictating his notes on the final witness's statement into his compad and walked to where the two young women and the

man were sitting. Their expressions as they looked up at him were not apprehensive or apologetic, but neither were they defiant, the deed was

unfortunate but it had been necessary, the faces seemed to say, and there was nothing to feel guilty about. If anything, they seemed curious as to

how the Terrans were going to handle the situation, as did the other Chironians looking on.
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