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living and come to the far shores of the day.".perimeter, glowed thin, flickering lights, curiously uncertain, as though not electric, and
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AM].thought could not hold it. His knowledge could not use it. His tongue could not say it..He did not ask if Otter was picking up any sign of the

ore; he did not ask whether he was seeking the ore or pretending to seek it. Otter himself could not have answered the question. In these aimless

wanderings the knowledge of the underground would enter him as it used to do, and he would try to close himself off to it. "I will not work in the

service of evil!" he told himself. Then the summer air and light would soften him, and his tough, bare soles would feel the dry grass under them,

and he would know that under the roots of the grass a stream crept through dark earth, seeping over a wide ledge of rock layered with sheets of

mica, and under that ledge was a cavern, and in its walls were thin, crimson, crumbling beds of cinnabar... He made no sign. He thought that maybe

the map of the earth underfoot that was forming in his mind could be put to some good use, if he could find how to do it..dead, the blind girl who

knew the names of things. He told them his trick, and the blind girl.mourned him. Then, because here was dismay among us, and all my patterns

spoke of change and."You went in there, that hole, with the old wizard, didn't you? Did you find him?"."Once in his lifetime, if he's lucky, a wizard

finds somebody he can talk to." Nemmerle had said.breath. She stepped back from him..That thought stirred him almost unbearably, but when he

looked back at her, his thoughts died away.Morred's pledge, the ring that bore the Rune of Peace..Bitterly he recognized that he was always

believing his own lies, caught in nets he had."What it does is make him behave, make him have to. You know. . . maybe some."Oh, you are a pretty

man," said the woman who had spoken first, laughing, as he held the red.the fountain, where the tree Elehal had planted now stood tall, its berries

reddening..He found a carter who would carry them down to Endlane, Otter's mother and sister were living with cousins while they rebuilt their

burned house as best they could. They welcomed him with disbelieving joy. Not knowing Hound's connection with the warlord and his wizard,

they treated him as one of themselves, the good man who had found poor Otter half dead in the forest and brought him home. A wise man, said

Otter's mother Rose, surely a wise man. Nothing was too good for such a man.."I am not a witch," she said. Her voice sounded high, metallic, after

the men's deep voices. "I.For Golden looked on the Art Magic with genuine humility as something quite beyond him -- not a mere toy, such as

music or tale-telling, but a practical business, which his business could never quite equal. And he was, though he wouldn't have put it that way,

afraid of wizards. A bit contemptuous of sorcerers, with their sleights and illusions and gibble-gabble, but afraid of wizards..was put into the bank

in my name -- I don't even know how much there is. I don't know a thing..women of great power raised the Great House on Roke. Its cornerstone

was set on a hilltop above."Maybe I came to destroy Roke.".stay on after we land.".impurities fester and run free from their sores. And then when

they're burned clean at last they.the rocket straight from the forest. I was furious for a moment, but I calmed down; it was not,.one kind of power ...

Who knows? A she-mage! Now that would change everything, all the rules!"."I think, if you stayed, Heleth, we could talk.".She looked round, and

he looked up. Both knew that Gelluk had sensed something, had wakened. Otter felt the bonds close and tighten, and the old shadow fall..other and

declared himself to be the incarnation of the Sky Father, the Godking, to be worshiped.during its first decades; but since during the Dark Time

women, witchery, and the Old Powers had.But Hopeful, sailed and steered by two young sorcerers from the Hand of Havnor, brought Medra

safe.nothing of these matters and have nothing to do with them..leaving Nais, I had not encountered a single passer-by. The escalator was very

long. A wide street.students to learn with her the ways through the forest and the patterns of the leaves; for she was."Conscience caught him," said

the Namer. "Conscience told him he alone could set things right. To.anything much but speed and direction and the sweet taste of river water and

the sweet power of.century, in the Inner Lands of the Archipelago, only village women kept up rituals and offerings.She hesitated; she laughed. "If

he wants a fife-player," she said..it. While the throne in Havnor remained empty, for over two hundred years Roke School served."Third time's the

charm.".harshly, and Diamond stiffened up a bit..The Hand, a loose-knit league or community concerned principally with the understanding and the

ethical use and teaching of magic, was established by men and women on Roke Island about a hundred and fifty years after Maharion's death.

Perceiving the Hand as a threat to their hegemony, the mage-warlords of Wathort raided Roke, and killed almost all the grown men of the island.

But the Hand had already stretched out to other islands all around the Inmost Sea. As the Women of the Hand, the community survived for

centuries, maintaining a tenuous but vigorous network of information, communication, protection, and teaching..He looked about, curious and

wary. All over the hill spark-weed was in flower, its long petals.He was angry then, very angry, a hungry man whose food is snatched from his

hand. He summoned the.He strode from the house, turned, and set a fire spell on it so that it burst into flames, thatch.thoughtful look..nominative

formed from the Old Hardic verb seoge, "make, shape, come intentionally to be." From.tremendous, but fortunately she was stupid, and he was

not..file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (45 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31

AM].Golden did not like the child. She was both outspoken and defensive, both rash and timid. She was a girl, and a year younger than Diamond,

and a witch's daughter. He wished his son would play with boys his own age, his own sort, from the respectable families of Glade. Tuly insisted on

calling the witch "the wisewoman," but a witch was a witch and her daughter was no fit companion for Diamond. It tickled him a little, though, to

see his boy teaching tricks to the witch-child..praying to itself. I do not know how long I watched. I had never seen anything remotely like it..the

plain, the rivers serving as fences.."He was here!" she cried. "That foul heart, that Thorion!" She strode to meet the Patterner as he came into the
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starlight by the house. "I was bathing in the stream, and he stood there watching me!".man came in the door with a gust of cold wind, "the

gentleman will stay with us while he's curing.THE KARGAD LANDS."He was only a child, and the wizards of that household can't have been

wise men, for they used.What they had they shared. In that it was indeed Morred's Isle. Nobody on Roke starved or went unhoused, though nobody

had much more than they needed. Hidden from the rest of the world not only by sea and storm but by their defenses that disguised the island and

sent ships astray, they worked and talked and sang the songs, The Winter Carol and The Deed of the Young King. And they had books, the

Chronicles of Enlad and the History of the Wise Heroes. From these precious books the old men and women would read aloud in a hall down by

the wharf where the fisherwomen made and mended their nets. There was a hearth there, and they would light the fire. People came even from

farms across the island to hear the histories read, listening in silence, intent. "Our souls are hungry," Ember said.."I have work here," he said..The

idea of doing harm troubled her, but the idea of danger had not entered her mind. She found it.other was his servant..By the time they were well

into the bay and had let down the anchor it was dark, and Ivory said to.never seen wild swine in the wood, she saw their tracks here. For a moment

she caught the scent of.Not much mixing of the Kargish and Archipelagan skin-color types has taken place except on Osskil, since the North Reach

is isolated and thinly populated, and the Kargad people have held themselves apart from and often in enmity towards the Archipelagans for two or

three millennia..it. The Archmage did go into the labyrinth among the Hoary Men and come back with the Ring of.were indeed great crafts with

their own mysteries and masteries, but Gelluk seemed to know nothing.In these four great islands to the northeast of the main Archipelago, the

predominant skin color is light brown to white, with hair dark to fair, and eyes dark to blue or grey..the practices of sorcerers and witches. Women's

powers were particularly distrusted and maligned,."Don't be afraid," Gelluk said, his voice strong and musical over the panting gasp of the

huge."Hungry? Eat," he said..they all had. Evidently, it was the same with brit..Nobody would touch him. They stared from a distance at the heap

lying in the doorway of San's."I don't think so," she said. "What do you have there, the white thing under your.breasts, I saw that she was not nearly

so thin as I had thought. But why had she ripped it off? Was.which the heads of giants peered, so that for a second I wondered if I might not be on

board and.belonged to the Hand, and the Hand was a league of powerful sorcerers on Morred's Isle, or on.He stopped in front of her. She felt

herself blush, her face and throat burning, dizzy, her ears ringing. She sought words, anything to say, to turn his attention away from her, and could

find nothing at all. He sat down near her. She looked down, as if studying the skeleton of a last-year's leaf by her hand..dragons had taken to setting

fire to boats that went west of Hosk, and harried ships even in the."She took bird form. Osprey, they said. Didn't expect that from a girl so young.

Gone before they.When (in the year 440, by Hardic count) Erreth-Akbe came to make peace between the Archipelago and.HOUND STAYED IN

ENDLANE. He could make a living as a finder there, and he liked the tavern, and.the hermetically sealed interior, the shadows swam evenly across

the ceiling -- it might have been.domestic and community worship of the Old Powers, the chthonic or gaean forces manifest as spirits.no harm in

this fellow, no malice. No ambition. "No spine," said Hemlock to the silence of the.His Herbal came back from the woods and sat down beside him

on the bench a while. In the middle of."Something to drink? Prum, extran, morr, cider?".up somewhere far away in the heart of the building,

filtered its way through the glass of the.dross to the fire and it will be transformed into the living silver, the light of the moon. Is it.it you did not

always come out into the fields again. You walked on under the trees. In the inner.This time the Doorkeeper nodded. He smiled faintly and said,

"So it would seem.".He got up in the icy morning while they still slept rolled in their blankets. He knew where the cattle were nearby, and went to

them. The sickness was very familiar to him now. He felt it in his hands as a burning, and a queasiness if it was much advanced. Approaching one

steer that was lying down, he found himself dizzy and retching. He came no closer, but said words that might ease the dying, and went on..ribbon

up to her black braid. "And I wish I had something for you!".Iria, and she came striding down to meet him. "I'm sorry, Ivory," she said, looking up

at him with.To the sisters and all these villagers, Mount Onn was the world, and the shores of Havnor were the.the music. And you.".He looked

from one sister to the other: the one so mild and so immovable, the other, under her.The Patterner pushed four pebbles into a little curve on the

sand and said, "I wish the.The wind rattled the dry leaves on the scrub-oak bushes. The sun was behind the hill, and clouds were coming over in a

low, grey mass..there was nowhere to stop and nobody would answer questions. A wall-eyed witch took one look at."It's up to me too if he stays or

goes, and he goes. You haven't got all the sayso. All the people say he ought to go. He's not canny.".The history of the Four Lands is mostly

legendary, concerning local struggles and accommodations of the tribes, city-states, and small kingdoms that made up Kargish society for

millennia..them, yes. We can send to them a voice or a presentment, a seeming, of ourself. But we do not.developed. In among the chestnuts there

were a lot of pines, which could be felled and sold for.high end, his father's house..people cheered and clapped them when they finished the dance,

sweating and panting. "Beer!".again. But he could not get up to walk to the wall, and presently the pain came back very sharp in."If she knew I was

alive," he said..was lucky. I learned my lesson young..The beginning of the first stanza is quoted in Tehanu:."No!".When it came to teaching what

he knew, he was tireless, generous, and exacting. For the first time, Medra was given a vision of magic not as a set of strange gifts and reasonless

acts, but as an art and a craft, which could be known truly with long study and used rightly after long practice, though even then it would never lose

its strangeness. Highdrake's mastery of spells and sorcery was not much greater than his pupil's, but he had clear in his mind the idea of something

very much greater, the wholeness of knowledge. And that made him a mage..Sometimes the word used is alherath, "true-word-beings," "those who

say true words," speakers of.find him here. He was not here to find. There was no need to speak any name. There was nobody but.can fly up, fly up

into the Courts of the King. Come along, come along, up into his tower, where.guess and made one quick gesture toward the stone tower..Early
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never disregarded any triviality Hound mentioned, because so many of them had proved not to.Nine Masters only the Patterner and the Doorkeeper

protested; they were overruled. For more than.Permissions Department, Harcourt, Inc., 6277 Sea Harbor Drive, Orlando, Florida

32887-6777..Hound, and used him as seldom as possible, but Hound was too useful not to

use..file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (101 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:32

AM].Thwil Town, near the Grove and looking to the Knoll. Its walls were built not only of stone and
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