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UN CASANOVA EN HIVER
There was once aforetime a certain sharper, who [was so eloquent that he] would turn the ear inside out, and he was a man of understanding and
quick wit and skill and perfection. It was his wont to enter a town and [give himself out as a merchant and] make a show of trafficking and
insinuate himself into the intimacy of people of worth and consort with the merchants, for he was [apparently] distinguished for virtue and piety.
Then he would put a cheat on them and take [of them] what he might spend and go away to another city; and he ceased not to do thus a great
while..Khalif Omar ben Abdulaziz and the Poets, The, i. 45..Then she cast the lute from her hand and swooned away; so she was carried to her
chamber and indeed passion waxed upon her. After a long while, the Commander of the Faithful sent for her a third time and bade her sing. So she
took the lute and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? m. The Thirteenth Officer's Story dccccxxxix.? ? ? ? ? l. The Foolish Fisherman . dcxxvi.? ? ?
? ? They left me and content forthright forsook my heart,.Ishac stared at her and seizing her hand, said to her, 'Know that I am bound by an oath
that, when the singing of a damsel pleaseth me, she shall not make an end of her song but before the Commander of the Faithful. But now tell me,
how came it that thou abodest with the slave-dealer five months and wast not sold to any, and thou of this skill, more by token that the price set on
thee was no great matter?'.When Er Razi heard this, he said, 'Yonder wittol lusteth after my wife; but I will do him a mischief.' Then he rushed in
upon them, and when El Merouzi saw him, he marvelled at him and said to him, 'How didst thou make thine escape?' So he told him the trick he
had played and they abode talking of that which they had collected from the folk [by way of alms], and indeed they had gotten great store of
money. Then said El Merouzi, 'Verily, mine absence hath been prolonged and fain would I return to my own country.' Quoth Er Rasi,' As thou
wilt;' and the other said, 'Let us divide the money we have gotten and do thou go with me to my country, so I may show thee my tricks and my
fashions.' 'Come to-morrow,' replied Er Razi, 'and we will divide the money.'.When the youth had made an end of his story, the king's anger
subsided a little and he said, "Restore him to the prison, for the day draweth to an end, and tomorrow we will took into his affair.".?THE FIFTH
OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? c. The Jewish Physician's Story cxxix.60. Uns el Wujoud and the Vizier's Daughter Rose-in-bud ccclxxi.112.
Abdallah ben Nafi and the King's Son of Cashghar dccccxli.El Abbas looked at them and saw the ensigns displayed and the standards loosed and
heard the drums beating; so he bade his servant saddle him a charger and look to the girths and bring him his harness of war. Quoth Aamir, "And
indeed I saw El Abbas his eyes flash and the hair of his hands stood on end, for that indeed horsemanship (69) abode [rooted in his heart]."So he
mounted his charger, whilst Aamir also bestrode a war-horse, and they went forth with the troops and fared on two days. On the third day, after the
hour of the mid-afternoon prayer, they came in sight of the enemy and the two armies met and the ranks joined battle. The strife raged amain and
sore was the smiting, whilst the dust rose in clouds and hung vaulted [over them], so that all eyes were blinded; and they ceased not from the battle
till the night overtook them, when the two hosts drew off from the mellay and passed the night, perplexed concerning themselves [and the issue of
their affair]..When the king heard this from his son, he rose to his feet and calling for his charger of state, took horse with four-and-twenty amirs of
the chief officers of his empire. Then he betook himself to the palace of the King of Baghdad, who, when he saw him coming, bade his
chamberlains open the doors to him and going down himself to meet him, received him with all worship and hospitality and entreated him with the
utmost honour. Moreover, he carried him [and his suite] into the palace and causing make ready for them carpets and cushions, sat down upon a
chair of gold, with traverses of juniper- wood, set with pearls and jewels. Then he bade bring sweetmeats and confections and odoriferous flowers
and commanded to slaughter four-and-twenty head of sheep and the like of oxen and make ready geese and fowls, stuffed and roasted, and pigeons
and spread the tables; nor was it long before the meats were set on in dishes of gold and silver. So they ate till they had enough and when they had
eaten their fill, the tables were removed and the wine-service set on and the cups and flagons ranged in order, whilst the mamelukes and the fair
slave- girls sat down, with girdles of gold about their middles, inlaid with all manner pearls and diamonds and emeralds and rubies and other
jewels. Moreover, the king bade fetch the musicians; so there presented themselves before him a score of damsels, with lutes and psalteries and
rebecks, and smote upon instruments of music, on such wise that they moved the assembly to delight..God keep the days of love-delight! How
passing sweet they were! ii. 96.Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the Porter.There was once a king named Suleiman Shah, who was goodly of polity
and judgment, and he had a brother who died and left a daughter. So Suleiman Shah reared her on the goodliest wise and the girl grew up, endowed
with reason and perfection, nor was there in her time a fairer than she. Now the king had two sons, one of whom he had appointed in himself that
he would marry her withal, and the other purposed in himself that he would take her. The elder son's name was Belehwan and that of the younger
Melik Shah, and the girl was called Shah Khatoun..? ? ? ? ? And eye that knoweth not the sweet of sleep; yet she, who caused My dole, may
Fortune's perfidies for aye from her abstain!.113. The Angel of Death with the Proud King and the Devout Man cccclxii.? ? ? ? ? Yea, they'd join
me in pouring forth tears and help me my woes to lament, And like unto me they'd become all wasted and tortured and pale..The company
marvelled at this story and the ninth officer came forward and said, 'I will tell you a right goodly story I heard at a wedding..? ? ? ? ? Sans fault of
mine, my blood and tears he shed and beggared me Of him I love, yet for himself gained nought thereby whate'er..The king gave him money and
men and troops galore and Bekhtzeman said in himself, 'Now am I fortified with this army and needs must I conquer my enemy therewith and
overcome him;' but he said not, 'With the aid of God the Most High.' So his enemy met him and overcame him again and he was defeated and put
to the rout and fled at a venture. His troops were dispersed from him and his money lost and the enemy followed after him. So he sought the sea
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and passing over to the other side, saw a great city and therein a mighty citadel. He asked the name of the city and to whom it belonged and they
said to him, 'It belongeth to Khedidan the king.' So he fared on till he came to the king's palace aud concealing his condition, passed himself off for
a horseman (120) and sought service with King Khedidan, who attached him to his household and entreated him with honour; but his heart still
clave to his country and his home..With this the Khalif waxed wroth, and the Hashimi vein (36) started out from between his eyes and he cried out
to Mesrour and said to him, "Go forth and see which of them is dead." So Mesrour went out, running, and the Khalif said to Zubeideh, "Wilt thou
lay me a wager?" "Yes," answered she; "I will wager, and I say that Aboulhusn is dead." "And I," rejoined the Khalif, "wager and say that none is
dead save Nuzhet el Fuad; and the stake shall be the Garden of Pleasance against thy palace and the Pavilion of Pictures." So they [agreed upon this
and] abode awaiting Mesrour, till such time as he should return with news..? ? ? ? ? To whom save thee shall I complain, of whom relief implore,
Whose image came to visit me, what while in dreams I lay?.? ? ? ? ? Exalted mayst thou be above th' empyrean heaven of joy And may God's glory
greater grow and more exalted aye!.? ? ? ? ? Light of mine eyes, my hope, my wish, my thirsting eyes With looking on thy face can never sate their
drought..When she had made an end of her song, she wept sore, till presently sleep overcame her and she slept..As for the eunuch, the chamberlain,
who had counselled King Dadbin [not to slay her, but] to [cause] carry her to the desert [and there abandon her], she bestowed on him a sumptuous
dress of honour and said to him, "The like of thee it behoveth kings to hold in favour and set in high place, for that thou spokest loyally and well,
and a man is still requited according to his deed." And Kisra the king invested him with the governance of one of the provinces of his empire.
Know, therefore, O king," continued the youth, "that whoso doth good is requited therewith and he who is guiltless of sin and reproach feareth not
the issue of his affair. And I, O king, am free from guilt, wherefore I trust in God that He will show forth the truth and vouchsafe me the victory
over enemies and enviers.".One day my master said to me, 'Knowest thou not some art or handicraft?' And I answered, saying, 'O my lord, I am a
merchant and know nought but traffic.' Quoth he, 'Knowest thou how to shoot with a bow and arrows?' And I replied, 'Yes, I know that.' So he
brought me a bow and arrows and mounting me behind him on an elephant, set out with me, at the last of the night, and fared on till we came to a
forest of great trees; whereupon he made me climb a high and stout tree and giving me the bow and arrows, said to me, 'Sit here, and when the
elephants come hither by day, shoot at them, so haply thou shalt hit one of them; and if any of them fall, come at nightfall and tell me.' Then he
went away and left me trembling and fearful. I abode hidden in the tree till the sun rose, when the elephants came out and fared hither and thither
among the trees, and I gave not over shooting at them with arrows, till I brought down one of them. So, at eventide, I went and told my master, who
rejoiced in me and rewarded me; then he came and carried away the dead elephant..Thus," continued Shehrzad, "none is safe from the calamities of
fortune and the vicissitudes of time, and [in proof of this], I will relate unto thee yet another story still rarer and more extraordinary than this.
Know, O King, that one said to me, 'A friend of mine, a merchant, told me the following story. Quoth he,.When Jemreh heard her words, she knew
that, if she let her not down, she would assuredly destroy herself. So she said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, between thee and them are a thousand fathoms; but
I will bring them up to thee.' 'Nay,' answered Tuhfeh, 'needs must I go down to them and take my pleasance in the island and look upon the sea
anear; then will we return, thou and I; for that, if thou bring them up to us, they will be affrighted and there will betide them neither easance nor
gladness. As for me, I do but wish to be with them, that they may cheer me with their company neither give over their merrymaking, so haply I
may make merry with them, and indeed I swear that needs must I go down to them; else will I cast myself upon them.' And she cajoled Jemreh and
kissed her hands, till she said, 'Arise and I will set thee down beside them.'.11. The Hermits cxlviii.Then he went to fetch that which he had hidden
of the grain, but found it not and returned, perplexed and sorrowful, to the old man, who said to him, 'What aileth thee to be sorrowful?' And he
answered, 'Methought thou wouldst not pay me my due; so I took of the grain, after the measure of my hire; and now thou hast paid me my due and
I went to bring back to thee that which I had hidden from thee, but found it gone, for those who had happened upon it had stolen it.' The old man
was wroth, when he heard this, and said to the merchant, 'There is no device [can cope] with ill luck! I had given thee this, but, of the sorriness of
thy luck and thy fortune, thou hast done this deed, O oppressor of thine own self! Thou deemedst I would not acquit thee thy wage; but, by Allah,
nevermore will I give thee aught.' And he drove him away from him..So he arose and taking his weaving gear, sold it and bought with the price
drugs and simples and wrought himself a carpet, with which they set out and journeyed to a certain village, where they took up their abode. Then
the man donned a physician's habit and fell to going round about the hamlets and villages and country parts; and he began to earn his living and
make gain. Their affairs prospered and their case was bettered; wherefore they praised God for their present ease and the village became to them a
home..? ? ? ? ? Think not, my lords, that I forget: the case is still the same. When such a fever fills the heart, what leach can make it
whole?.?STORY OF THE SHARPERS WITH THE MONEY-CHANGER AND THE ASS..Then she turned to the old man who had delivered her
from the pit and prayed for him and gave him presents galore and among them a myriad of money; (9) and they all departed from her, except her
husband. When she was alone with him, she made him draw near unto her and rejoiced in his coming and gave him the choice of abiding with her.
Moreover, she assembled the people of the city and set out to them his virtue and worth and counselled them to invest him with the charge of their
governance and besought them to make him king over them. They fell in with her of this and he became king and took up his abode amongst them,
whilst she gave herself up to her religious exercises and abode with her husband on such wise as she was with him aforetime. (10) Nor," added the
vizier, "is this story, O king of the time, more extraordinary or more delightful than that of the journeyman and the girl whose belly he slit and
fled.".145. The Bedouin and his Wife dcxci.Accordingly, the hangman took him and bringing out the knife, offered to cut off his hand, what while
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El Muradi said to him, "Cut and sever the bone and sear (24) it not for him, so he may lose his blood and we be rid of him." But Ahmed, he who
had aforetime been the means of his deliverance, sprang up to him and said, "O folk, fear God in [your dealings with] this youth, for that I know his
affair from first to last and he is void of offence and guiltless. Moreover, he is of the folk of condition, (25) and except ye desist from him, I will go
up to the Commander of the Faithful and acquaint him with the case from first to last and that the youth is guiltless of crime or offence." Quoth El
Muradi, "Indeed, we are not assured from his mischief." And Ahmed answered, "Release him and commit him to me and I will warrant you against
his affair, for ye shall never see him again after this." So they delivered Noureddin to him and he took him from their hands and said to him, "O
youth, have compassion on thyself, for indeed thou hast fallen into the hands of these folk twice and if they lay hold of thee a third time, they will
make an end of thee; and [in dealing thus with thee], I aim at reward and recompense for thee (26) and answered prayer." (27).? ? ? ? ? The pitcher
then of goblets filled full and brimming o'er With limpid wine we plunder, that pass from friend to friend..On this wise I abode a while of time,
every day shooting an elephant, whereupon my master came and carried it away, till, one day, as I sat hidden in the tree, there came up elephants
without number, roaring and trumpeting, so that meseemed the earth trembled for the din. They all made for the tree whereon I was and the girth
whereof was fifty cubits, and compassed it about. Then a huge elephant came up to the tree and winding his trunk about it, tugged at it, till he
plucked it up by the roots and cast it to the ground. I fell among the elephants, and the great elephant, coming up to me, as I lay aswoon for affright,
wound his trunk about me and tossing me on to his back, made off with me, accompanied by the others; nor did he leave faring on with me, and I
absent from the world, till he brought me to a certain place and casting me down from off his back, went away, followed by the rest. I lay there
awhile, till my trouble subsided and my senses returned to me, when I sat up, deeming myself in a dream, and found myself on a great hill,
stretching far and wide and all of elephants' bones. So I knew that this was their burial-place and that they had brought me thither on account of the
bones..? ? ? ? ? Thou left'st unto me, after thee, languor and carefulness; I lived a life wherein no jot of sweetness I espied..Presently, the vizier
entered and the king signed to him to cause avoid the place. So he signed to those who were present to withdraw, and they departed; whereupon
quoth the king to him, "How deemest thou, O excellent vizier, O loyal counsellor in all manner of governance, of a vision I have seen in my sleep?"
"What is it, O king?" asked the vizier, and Shah Bekht related to him his dream, adding, "And indeed the sage interpreted it to me and said to me,
'An thou put not the vizier to death within a month, he will slay thee.' Now I am exceeding both to put the like of thee to death, yet do I fear to
leave thee on life. What then dost thou counsel me that I should do in this matter?" The vizier bowed his head awhile, then raised it and said, "God
prosper the king! Verily, it skills not to continue him on life of whom the king is afraid, and my counsel is that thou make haste to put me to
death.".10. The Enchanted Horse ccxlir.On this wise they abode till the morning, tasting not the savour of sleep; and when the day lightened,
behold, the eunuch came with the mule and said to Sitt el Milah, "The Commander of the Faithful calleth for thee." So she arose and taking her lord
by the hand, committed him to the old man, saying, "I commend him to thy care, under God, (40) till this eunuch cometh to thee; and indeed, O
elder, I owe thee favour and largesse such as filleth the interspace betwixt heaven and earth.".? ? ? ? ? Thou layst on me a load too great to bear,
and thus thou dost But that my burdens I may bind and so towards thee fare..Then the Khalif went in to the Lady Zubeideh, pale with anger, and
she noted this in him and said to him, "How cometh it that I see the Commander of the Faithful changed of colour?" "O daughter of my uncle,"
answered he, "I have a beautiful slave-girl, who reciteth verses and telleth stories, and she hath taken my whole heart; but she loveth other than I
and avoucheth that she loveth her [former] master; wherefore I have sworn a great oath that, if she come again to my sitting-chamber and sing for
other than I, I will assuredly take a span from her highest part." (21)Quoth Zubeideh, "Let the Commander of the Faithful favour me with her
presence, so I may look on her and hear her singing." So he bade fetch her and she came, whereupon the Lady Zubeideh withdrew behind the
curtain, whereas she saw her not, and Er Reshid said to her, "Sing to us." So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ?
Would he were not who sundered us upon the parting day! How many a body hath he slain, how many a bone laid bare?.? ? ? ? ? Then sent I
speech to thee in verses such as burn The heart; reproach therein was none nor yet unright;.?STORY OF THE RICH MAN AND HIS WASTEFUL
SON..Then the two kings entered the bath, and when they came forth, they sat down on a couch, inlaid with pearls and jewels, whereupon the two
sisters came up to them and stood before them, as they were moons, swaying gracefully from side to side in their beauty and grace. Presently they
brought forward Shehrzad and displayed her, for the first dress, in a red suit; whereupon King Shehriyar rose to look upon her and the wits of all
present, men and women, were confounded, for that she was even as saith of her one of her describers:.82. Said ben Salim and the Barmecides
cccxcii.When the morning morrowed and the folk came forth of the city, they found a murdered man cast down in a corner of the burial-ground and
seeing Bihkerd there, doubted not but it was he who had slain him; so they laid hands on him and carried him up to the king and said to him, 'This
fellow hath slain a man.' The king bade imprison him; [so they clapped him in prison] and he fell a-saying in himself, what while he was in the
prison, 'All that hath befallen me is of the abundance of my sins and my tyranny, for, indeed, I have slain much people unrighteously and this is the
requital of my deeds and that which I have wrought aforetime of oppression.' As he was thus pondering in himself, there came a bird and lighted
down on the coign of the prison, whereupon, of his much eagerness in the chase, he took a stone and cast it at the bird..Caution was the Cause of
his Death, The Man whose, i 291..64. Haroun er Reshid and the Three Girls dcli.? ? ? ? ? Were I cut off, beloved, from hope of thy return, Slumber,
indeed, for ever my wakeful lids would flee..103. Julnar of the Sea and her Son King Bedr Basim of Persia dccxciv.?STORY OF THE OLD
WOMAN AND THE DRAPER'S WIFE..Accordingly, he returned to the burial-ground and gave not over going till he stood at the door of the
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sepulchre, when he heard El Merouzi say to his fellow, 'I will not give thee a single dirhem of the money!' The other said the like and they were
occupied with contention and mutual revilement and talk. So the thief returned in haste to his fellows, who said, 'What is behind thee?' Quoth he,
'Get you gone and flee for your lives and save yourselves, O fools; for that much people of the dead are come to life and between them are words
and contention.' So the thieves fled, whilst the two sharpers retained to Er Razi's house and made peace with one another and laid the thieves'
purchase to the money they had gotten aforetime and lived a while of time. Nor, O king of the age," added the vizier, "is this rarer or more
marvellous than the story of the four sharpers with the money-changer and the ass.".By Him whom I worship, indeed, I swear, O thou that mine eye
dost fill, ii. 213..166. Aboulhusn of Khorassan dcccclix.Sindbad the Sailor, The Sixth Voyage of, iii. 203..?THE SIXTH VOYAGE OF SINDBAD
THE SAILOR..When King Shah Bekht heard his vizier's story, he gave him leave to withdraw to his own house and he abode there the rest of the
night and the next day till the evening..When he had made an end of his speech, his wife came forward forthright and told her story, from first to
last, how her mother bought him from the cook's partner and the people of the kingdom came under his rule; nor did she leave telling till she came,
in her story, to that city [and acquainted the queen with the manner of her falling in with her lost husband]. When she had made an end of her story,
the cook exclaimed, 'Alack, what impudent liars there be! By Allah, O king, this woman lieth against me, for this youth is my rearling (75) and he
was born of one of my slave-girls. He fled from me and I found him again..So she made ready and setting out, traversed the deserts and spent
treasures till she came to Sejestan, where she called a goldsmith to make her somewhat of trinkets. [Now the goldsmith in question was none other
than the prince's friend]; so, when he saw her, he knew her (for that the prince had talked with him of her and had depictured her to him) and
questioned her of her case. She acquainted him with her errand, whereupon he buffeted his face and rent his clothes and strewed dust on his head
and fell a-weeping. Quoth she, 'Why dost thou thus?' And he acquainted her with the prince's case and how he was his comrade and told her that he
was dead; whereat she grieved for him and faring on to his father and mother, [acquainted them with the case]..Then the Khalif summoned her to
his presence a fourth time and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, sing." So she improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? And high is my repute,
for that I wounded aforetime My lord, (215) whom God made best of all the treaders of the clay..When her master heard this, his reason fled for joy
and he went to his friend the draper and said to him, "Thou wast right in the matter of the damsel, for that she is enamoured of the young
Damascene; so how shall I do?" Quoth the other, "Go to the bazaar and when thou seest him, salute him and say to him, 'Indeed, thy departure the
other day, without accomplishing thine occasion, was grievous to me; so, if thou be still minded to buy the girl, I will abate thee an hundred dinars
of that which thou badest for her, by way of hospitable entreatment of thee and making myself agreeable to thee; for that thou art a stranger in our
land.' If he say to thee, 'I have no desire for her' and hold off from thee, know that he will not buy; in which case, let me know, so I may contrive
thee another device; and if he say to thee other than this, conceal not from me aught..Queen Kemeriyeh embraced her, as also did Queen Zelzeleh
and Queen Wekhimeh and Queen Sherareh, and the former said to her, 'Rejoice in assured deliverance, for there abideth no harm for thee; but this
is no time for talk.' Then they cried out, whereupon up came the Afrits ambushed in the island, with swords and maces in their hands, and taking up
Tuhfeh, flew with her to the palace and made themselves masters thereof, whilst the Afrit aforesaid, who was dear to Meimoun and whose name
was Dukhan, fled like an arrow and stayed not in his flight till he carne to Meimoun and found him engaged in sore battle with the Jinn. When his
lord saw him, he cried out at him, saying, 'Out on thee! Whom hast thou left in the palace?' And Dukhan answered, saying, 'And who abideth in the
palace? Thy beloved Tuhfeh they have taken and Jemreh is slain and they have gotten possession of the palace, all of it.' With this Meimoun
buffeted his face and head and said, 'Out on it for a calamity!' And he cried aloud. Now Kemeriyeh had sent to her father and acquainted him with
the news, whereat the raven of parting croaked for them. So, when Meimoun saw that which had betided him, (and indeed the Jinn smote upon him
and the wings of death overspread his host,) he planted the butt of his spear in the earth and turning the point thereof to his heart, urged his charger
upon it and pressed upon it with his breast, till the point came forth, gleaming, from his back..No good's in life (to the counsel list of one who's
purpose-whole), i. 28..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclxiii.Moreover, he assembled the sages and the theologians and the sons
of the kings and devised with them and asked them questions and problems and examined with them into many things of all fashions that might
direct him to well-doing in the kingly office; and he questioned them also of subtleties and religious obligations and of the laws of the kingdom and
the fashions of administration and of that which it behoveth the king to do of looking into the affairs of the people and repelling the enemy [from
the realm] and fending off his malice with war; wherefore the people's contentment redoubled and their joy in that which God the Most High had
vouchsafed them of his elevation to the kingship over them. So he upheld the ordinance of the realm and the affairs thereof abode established upon
the accepted customs..Then said Er Razi to El Merouzi, 'Come with me to my city, for that it is nearer [than thine].' So he went with him, and when
he came to his lodging, he said to his wife and household and neighbours, 'This is my brother, who hath been absent in the land of Khorassan and is
come back.' And he abode with him in all honour and worship three days' space. On the fourth day, Er Razi said to him, 'Know, O my brother, that
I purpose to do somewhat' 'What is it?' asked El Merouzi. Quoth the other, 'I mean to feign myself dead and do thou go to the market and hire two
porters and a bier. [Then come back and take me up and go round about the streets and markets with me and collect alms on my account.] (34).? ? ?
? ? d. The Eldest Lady's Story xvii.THE BOOK OF THE THOUSAND NIGHTS AND ONE NIGHT..Malice, Of Envy and, i. 125..? ? ? ? ? The
herald of good news my hearing shall delight,.When the king had departed on his journey, the vizier said in himself, 'Needs must I look upon this
damsel whom the king loveth with all this love.' So he hid himself in a place, that he might look upon her, and saw her overpassing description;
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wherefore he was confounded at her and his wit was dazed and love got the mastery of him, so that he said to her, saying, 'Have pity on me, for
indeed I perish for the love of thee.' She sent back to him, saying, 'O vizier, thou art in the place of trust and confidence, so do not thou betray thy
trust, but make thine inward like unto thine outward (113) and occupy thyself with thy wife and that which is lawful to thee. As for this, it is lust
and [women are all of] one taste. (114) And if thou wilt not be forbidden from this talk, I will make thee a byword and a reproach among the folk.'
When the vizier heard her answer, he knew that she was chaste of soul and body; wherefore he repented with the utmost of repentance and feared
for himself from the king and said, 'Needs must I contrive a device wherewithal I may destroy her; else shall I be disgraced with the
king.'.Presently, the princess turned to her maid and bade her fetch them somewhat of food and sweetmeats and dessert and fruits. So Shefikeh
brought what she desired and they ate and drank [and abode on this wise] without lewdness, till the night departed and the day came. Then said El
Abbas, "Indeed, the day is come. Shall I go to my father and bid him go to thy father and seek thee of him in marriage for me, in accordance with
the Book of God the Most High and the Institutes of His Apostle (whom may He bless and keep!) so we may not enter into transgression?" And
Mariyeh answered, saying, "By Allah, it is well counselled of thee!" So he went away to his lodging and nought befell between them; and when the
day lightened, she improvised and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Nor, like others a little ere morning appear who bawl, "Come to safety!"
(58) I stand up to prayer..? ? ? ? ? So get thee gone, then, from a house wherein thou art abased And let not severance from friends lie heavy on thy
spright..The king gave ear to her counsel and despatching the eunuch for the mamelukes, assigned them a lodging and said to them, "Have
patience, till the king give you tidings of your lord El Abbas." When they heard his words, their eyes ran over with plenteous tears, of their much
longing for the sight of their lord. Then the king bade the queen enter the privy chamber (97) and let down the curtain (98) [before the door
thereof]. So she did this and he summoned them to his presence. When they stood before him, they kissed the earth, to do him worship, and showed
forth their breeding (99) and magnified his dignity. He bade them sit, but they refused, till he conjured them by their lord El Abbas. So they sat
down and he caused set before them food of various kinds and fruits and sweetmeats. Now within the Lady Afifeh's palace was an underground
way communicating with the palace of the princess Mariyeh. So the queen sent after her and she came to her, whereupon she made her stand
behind the curtain and gave her to know that El Abbas was the king's son of Yemen and that these were his mamelukes. Moreover, she told her that
the prince's father had levied his troops and was come with his army in quest of him and that he had pitched his camp in the Green Meadow and
despatched these mamelukes to make enquiry of their lord. So Mariyeh abode looking upon them and upon their beauty and grace and the
goodliness of their apparel, till they had eaten their fill of food and the tables were removed; whereupon the king recounted to them the story of El
Abbas and they took leave of him and went away..Then El Abbas took leave of the king and went away to his own house. Now it befell that he
passed under the palace of Mariyeh the king's daughter, and she was sitting at a window. He chanced to look round and his eyes met those of the
princess, whereupon his wit departed and he was like to swoon away, whilst his colour changed and he said, "Verily, we are God's and to Him we
return!" But he feared for himself lest estrangement betide him; so he concealed his secret and discovered not his case to any of the creatures of
God the Most High. When he reached his house, his servant Aamir said to him, "O my lord, I seek refuge for thee with God from change of colour!
Hath there betided thee a pain from God the Most High or hath aught of vexation befallen thee? Verily, sickness hath an end and patience doth
away vexation." But the prince returned him no answer. Then he brought out inkhorn [and pen] and paper and wrote the following verses:.Voyage
of Sindbad the Sailor, The Sixth, iii. 203..112. Aboulhusn and his Slave-girl Taweddud ccccxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? By God, forgetfulness of her shall never
cross my mind, What while I wear the bonds of life nor when of death they're rent.Then he wept till he wet his gray hairs and the king was moved
to compassion for him and granted him that which he sought and vouchsafed him that night's respite..When Er Reshid drew near the door of the
chamber, he heard the sound of the lute and Tuhfeh's voice singing; whereat he could not restrain his reason and was like to swoon away for excess
of joy. Then he pulled out the key, but could not bring his hand to open the door. However, after awhile, he took heart and applying himself,
opened the door and entered, saying, 'Methinks this is none other than a dream or an illusion of sleep.' When Tuhfeh saw him, she rose and coming
to meet him, strained him to her bosom; and he cried out with a cry, wherein his soul was like to depart, and fell down in a swoon. She strained him
to her bosom and sprinkled on him rose-water, mingled with musk, and washed his face, till he came to himself, as he were a drunken man, for the
excess of his joy in Tuhfeh's return to him, after he had despaired of her..Now it chanced that a camel-driver, belonging to Kisra the king, lost
certain camels and the king threatened him, if he found them not, that he would slay him. So he set out and plunged into the deserts till he came to
the place where the damsel was and seeing her standing praying, waited till she had made an end of her prayer, when he went up to her and saluted
her, saying, 'Who art thou?' Quoth she, 'I am a handmaid of God.' 'What dost thou in this desolate place?' asked he, and she said, 'I serve God the
Most High.' When he saw her beauty and grace, he said to her, 'Harkye! Do thou take me to husband and I will be tenderly solicitous over thee and
use thee with exceeding compassion and I will further thee in obedience to God the Most High.' But she answered, saying, 'I have no need of
marriage and I desire to abide here [alone] with my Lord and His service; but, if thou wouldst deal compassionately with me and further me in the
obedience of God the Most High, carry me to a place where there is water and thou wilt have done me a kindness.'.When she came in sight of the
folk, they kissed the earth before her and she said to them, 'Tell me what hath betided Queen Tuhfeh from yonder dog Meimoun and why did ye not
send to me and tell me?' Quoth they, 'And who was this dog that we should send to thee, on his account? Indeed, he was the least and meanest [of
the Jinn].' Then they told her what Kemeriyeh and her sisters had done and how they had practised upon Meimoun and delivered Tuhfeh from his
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hand, fearing lest he should slay her, whenas he found himself discomfited; and she said, 'By Allah, the accursed one was wont to prolong his
looking upon her!' And Tuhfeh fell to kissing Queen Es Shuhba's hand, whilst the latter strained her to her bosom and kissed her, saying, 'Trouble
is past; so rejoice in assurance of relief.'.Seventh Officer's Story, The, ii. 150..? ? ? ? ? In the wide world no house thou hast, a homeless wanderer
thou: To thine own place thou shall be borne, an object for lament. (88).When El Abbas had made an end of his verses, his father said to him, "I
seek refuge for thee with God, O my son! Hast thou any want unto which thou availest not, so I may endeavour for thee therein and lavish my
treasures in quest thereof?" "O father mine," answered El Abbas, "I have, indeed, an urgent want, on account whereof I came forth of my native
land and left my people and my home and exposed myself to perils and stresses and became an exile from my country, and I trust in God that it
may be accomplished by thine august endeavour." "And what is thy want?" asked the king. Quoth El Abbas, "I would have thee go and demand me
in marriage Mariyeh, daughter of the King of Baghdad, for that my heart is distraught with love of her." And he recounted to his father his story
from first to last..? ? ? ? ? "Breaker of hearts," quoth she, "I call it, for therewith I've broken many a heart among the amorous race.".? ? ? ? ? b. The
Falcon and the Birds clii.115. The Malice of Women dcccclxxix.Viziers, Story of King Dadbin and his. i. 104..? ? ? ? ? Yea, passion raged in me
and love-longing was like To slay me; yet my heart to solace still it wrought..The company marvelled at this story with the utmost wonderment,
and the eleventh officer rose and said, 'I know a story yet rarer than this: but it happened not to myself..Wife and the Learned Man, Khelbes and
his, i. 301..When Dabdin heard this, he burnt with rage and said to one of his eunuchs, (115) 'Go and slay her in her chamber.' But the eunuch said
to him, 'O king, may God prolong thy continuance! Indeed, the killing of her may not be at this time; but do thou bid one of thine eunuchs take her
up on a camel and carry her to one of the trackless deserts and cast her down there; so, if she be at fault, God shall cause her to perish, and if she be
innocent, He will deliver her, and the king shall be free from sin against her, for that this damsel is dear to thee and thou slewest her father by
reason of thy love for her.' Quoth the king, 'By Allah, thou sayst sooth!' Then he bade one of his eunuchs carry her on a camel to one of the far-off
deserts and there leave her and go away, and he forbade [him] to prolong her torment. So he took her up and betaking himself with her to the
desert, left her there without victual or water and returned, whereupon she made for one of the [sand-]hills and ranging stones before her [in the
form of a prayer-niche], stood praying..88. The Thief turned Merchant and the other Thief cccxcviii.So saying, he spat in her face and went out
from her; whilst Shah Khatoun made him no answer, knowing that, if she spoke at that time, he would not credit her speech. Then she humbled
herself in supplication to God the Most High and said, 'O God the Great, Thou knowest the hidden things and the outward parts and the inward' If
an advanced term (137) be [appointed] to me, let it not be deferred, and if a deferred one, let it not be advanced!' On this wise she passed some
days, whilst the king fell into perplexity and forswore meat and drink and sleep and abode knowing not what he should do and saying [in himself],
'If I kill the eunuch and the youth, my soul will not be solaced, for they are not to blame, seeing that she sent to fetch him, and my heart will not
suffer me to slay them all three. But I will not be hasty in putting them to death, for that I fear repentance.' Then he left them, so he might look into
the affair..They lighted down without the place and when they arose in the morning, they saw a populous and goodly city, fair of seeming and
great, abounding in trees and streams and fruits and wide of suburbs. So the young man said to his sister Selma, 'Abide thou here in thy place, till I
enter the city and examine it and make assay of its people and seek out a place which we may buy and whither we may remove. If it befit us, we
will take up our abode therein, else will we take counsel of departing elsewhither.' Quoth she, 'Do this, trusting in the bounty of God (to whom
belong might and majesty) and in His blessing.'.An if my substance fail, no one there is will succour me, i. 6..? ? ? ? ? I wonder, shall I and the
friend who's far from me Once more be granted of Fate to meet, we twain!.? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.? ? ? ? ? Tell me,
was ever yet a mortal spared of thee?.There was once in the city of Hemadan (191) a young man of comely aspect and excellently skilled in singing
to the lute, and he was well seen of the people of the city. He went forth one day of his city, with intent to travel, and gave not over journeying till
his travel brought him to a goodly city. Now he had with him a lute and what pertained thereto, (192) so he entered and went round about the city
till he fell in with a druggist, who, when he espied him, called to him. So he went up to him and he bade him sit down. Accordingly, he sat down by
him and the druggist questioned him of his case. The singer told him what was in his mind and the other took him up into his shop and brought him
food and fed him. Then said he to him, 'Arise and take up thy lute and beg about the streets, and whenas thou smellest the odour of wine, break in
upon the drinkers and say to them, "I am a singer." They will laugh and say, "Come, [sing] to us." And when thou singest, the folk will know thee
and bespeak one another of thee; so shall thou become known in the city and thine affairs will prosper.'.So she hastened to admit the eunuch, who
entered; and when he saw the Commander of the Faithful, he saluted not neither kissed the earth, but said, 'Quick, quick! Arise in haste! My lady
Tuhfeh sitteth in her chamber, singing a goodly ditty. Come to her in haste and see all that I say to thee! Hasten! She sitteth [in her chamber].' The
Khalif was amazed at his speech and said to him, 'What sayst thou?' 'Didst thou not hear the first of the speech?' replied the eunuch. 'Tuhfeh sitteth
in the sleeping-chamber, singing and playing the lute. Come thy quickliest! Hasten!' So Er Reshid arose and donned his clothes; but he credited not
the eunuch's words and said to him, 'Out on thee! What is this thou sayst? Hast thou not seen this in a dream?' 'By Allah,' answered the eunuch, 'I
know not what thou sayest, and I was not asleep.' Quoth Er Reshid, 'If thy speech be true, it shall be for thy good luck, for I will enfranchise thee
and give thee a thousand dinars; but, if it be untrue and thou have seen this in sleep, I will crucify thee.' And the eunuch said in himself, 'O
Protector, (250) let me not have seen this in Sleep!' Then he left the Khalif and going to the chamber-door, heard the sound of singing and
lute-playing; whereupon he returned to Er Reshid and said to him, 'Go and hearken and see who is asleep.'.? ? ? ? ? Whilere, the verses that I made
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it was thy wont to flout, Saying, "No passer by the way (105) hath part in me or mine..The Eight Night of the Month.So we abode there, daily
expecting death, and whoso of us had with him a day's victual ate it in five days, and after this he died; and whoso had with him a month's victual
ate it in five months and died also. As for me, I had with me great plenty of victual; so I buried it in a certain place and brought it out, [little by
little,] and fed on it; and we ceased not to be thus, burying one the other, till all died but myself and I abode alone, having buried the last of my
companions, and but little victual remained to me. So I said in myself, 'Who will bury me in this place?' And I dug me a grave and abode in
expectation of death, for that I was in a state of exhaustion. Then, of the excess of my repentance, I blamed and reproached myself for my much
[love of] travel and said, 'How long wilt thou thus imperil thyself?' And I abode as I were a madman, unable to rest; but, as I was thus melancholy
and distracted, God the Most High inspired me with an idea, and it was that I looked at the river aforesaid, as it entered in at the mouth of the
cavern in the skirt of the mountain, and said in myself, 'Needs must this water have issue in some place.'.? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Officer's Story
dccccxxxiv.So they all arose and repaired to El Anca, who abode in the Mountain Caf. (248) When she saw them, she rose to them and saluted
them, saying, 'O my ladies, may I not be bereaved of you!' Quoth Wekhimeh to her, 'Who is like unto thee, O Anca? Behold, Queen Es Shuhba is
come to thee.' So El Anca kissed the queen's feet and lodged them in her palace; whereupon Tuhfeh came up to her and fell to kissing her and
saying, 'Never saw I a goodlier than this favour.' Then she set before them somewhat of food and they ate and washed their hands; after which
Tuhfeh took the lute and played excellent well; and El Anca also played, and they fell to improvising verses in turns, whilst Tuhfeh embraced El
Anca every moment. Quoth Es Shuhba, 'O my sister, each kiss is worth a thousand dinars;' and Tuhfeh answered, 'Indeed, a thousand dinars were
little for it.' Whereat El Anca laughed and on the morrow they took leave of her and went away to Meimoun's palace. (249).Noureddin thanked him
and they entered the slave-merchant's house. When the people of the house saw Abou Nuwas, they rose to do him worship, for that which they
knew of his station with the Commander of the Faithful. Moreover, the slave-dealer himself came up to them with two chairs, and they seated
themselves thereon. Then the slave-merchant went into the house and returning with the slave-girl, as she were a willow-wand or a bamboo-cane,
clad in a vest of damask silk and tired with a black and white turban, the ends whereof fell down over her face, seated her on a chair of ebony; after
which quoth he to those who were present, "I will discover to you a face as it were a full moon breaking forth from under a cloud." And they said,
"Do so." So he unveiled the damsel's face and behold, she was like the shining sun, with comely shape and day-bright face and slender [waist and
heavy] hips; brief, she was endowed with elegance, the description whereof existeth not, [and was] even as saith of her the poet:.When the evening
evened, the king sat in his privy sitting-chamber and his mind was occupied with the story of the singer and the druggist. So he called the vizier and
bade him tell the story. "It is well," answered he, "They tell, O my lord, that.When the king heard this story, he deemed it pleasant and said, "This
story is near unto that which I know and meseemeth I should do well to have patience and hasten not to slay my vizier, so I may get of him the
story of the king and his son." Then he gave the vizier leave to go away to his own house; so he thanked him and abode in his house all that
day..When the damsel had made an end of her song, El Abbas swooned away and they sprinkled on him rose-water, mingled with musk, till he
came to himself, when he called another damsel (now there was on her of linen and clothes and ornaments that which beggareth description, and
she was endowed with brightness and loveliness and symmetry and perfection, such as shamed the crescent moon, and she was a Turkish girl from
the land of the Greeks and her name was Hafizeh) and said to her, "O Hafizeh, close thine eyes and tune thy lute and sing to us upon the days of
separation." She answered him with "Hearkening and obedience" and taking the lute, tuned its strings and cried out from her head, (107) in a
plaintive voice, and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Those who our parting plotted our sev'rance still delights; The spies, for fearful prudence,
their wish of us attain..When he heard this, he came up to me and looking in my face, cried out and said, 'By Allah, this is my brother, the son of
my mother and father! Allah! Allah!' Then he loosed me from my bonds and kissed my head, and behold it was my friend who used to borrow
money of me. When I kissed his head, he kissed mine and said, 'O my brother, be not affrighted.' Then he called for my clothes [and money and
restored to me all that had been taken from me] nor was aught missing to me. Moreover, he brought me a bowl full of [sherbet of] sugar, with
lemons therein, and gave me to drink thereof; and the company came and seated me at a table. So I ate with them and he said to me, 'O my lord and
my brother, now have bread and salt passed between us and thou hast discovered our secret and [become acquainted with] our case; but secrets [are
safe] with the noble.' Quoth I, 'As I am a lawfully-begotten child, I will not name aught [of this] neither denounce [you!*]' And they assured
themselves of me by an oath. Then they brought me out and I went my way, scarce crediting but that I was of the dead..Officer's Story, The Tenth,
ii. 172..So they ate and Tuhfeh looked at the two kings, who had not changed their favour and said to Kemeriyeh, 'O my lady, what is yonder wild
beast and that other like unto him? By Allah, mine eye brooketh not the sight of them.' Kemeriyeh laughed and answered, 'O my sister, that is my
father Es Shisban and the other is Meimoun the Sworder; and of the pride of their souls and their arrogance, they consented not to change their
[natural] fashion. Indeed, all whom thou seest here are, by nature, like unto them in fashion; but, on thine account, they have changed their favour,
for fear lest thou be disquieted and for the comforting of thy mind, so thou mightest make friends with them and be at thine ease.' 'O my lady,'
quoth Tuhfeh, 'indeed I cannot look at them. How frightful is yonder Meimoun, with his [one] eye! Mine eye cannot brook the sight of him, and
indeed I am fearful of him.' Kemeriyeh laughed at her speech, and Tuhfeh said, 'By Allah, O my lady, I cannot fill my eye with them!' (200) Then
said her father Es Shisban to her, 'What is this laughing?' So she bespoke him in a tongue none understood but they [two] and acquainted him with
that which Tuhfeh had said; whereat he laughed a prodigious laugh, as it were the pealing thunder...Bihkerd, Story of King, i. 121..? ? ? ? ? And left
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me all forlorn, to pine for languishment,.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ec. Story of the Barber's Third Brother xxxii.? ? ? ? ? Up, to our comrade's convent, that
we may visit him And drink of wine more subtle than dust; (115) our trusty fere.Three Men and our Lord Jesus, The, i. 282..? ? ? ? ? l. The Three
Men and our Lord Jesus dcccci.Merchants, The Sharper and the, ii. 46.
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