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90. The Devout Prince cccci.Razi (Er) and El Merouzi, ii. 28..? ? ? ? ? Light of mine eyes, my hope, my wish, my thirsting eyes With looking on

thy face can never sate their drought..? ? ? ? ? I hope for present (62) good [and bounty at thy hand,] For souls of men are still to present (63) good

inclined..When it was the third day, the third vizier came in to the king and said to him, "O king, delay not the affair of this youth, for that his deed

hath caused us fall into the mouths of the folk, and it behoveth that thou slay him presently, so the talk may be estopped from us and it be not said,

'The king saw on his bed a man with his wife and spared him.'"* The king was chagrined by this speech and bade bring the youth. So they brought

him in shackles, and indeed the king's anger was roused against him by the speech of the vizier and he was troubled; so he said to him, "O base of

origin, thou hast dishonoured us and marred our repute, and needs must I do away thy life from the world." Quoth the youth, "O king, make use of

patience in all thine affairs, so wilt thou attain thy desire, for that God the Most High hath appointed the issue of patience [to be] in abounding

good, and indeed by patience Abou Sabir ascended from the pit and sat down upon the throne." "Who was Abou Sabir," asked the king, "and what

is his story?" And the youth answered, saying, "O king,.? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclix.When the messenger came to

King Azadbekht and he read the letter and the present was laid before him, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and occupied himself with eating and

drinking, hour after hour. But the chief Vizier of his Viziers came to him and said, "0 king, know that Isfehend the Vizier is thine enemy, for that

his soul liketh not that which thou hast done with him, and the message that he hath sent thee [is a trick; so] rejoice thou not therein, neither be thou

deluded by the sweetness of his words and the softness of his speech." The king hearkened [not] to his Vizier's speech, but made light of the matter

and presently, [dismissing it from his thought], busied himself with that which he was about of eating and drinking and merrymaking and delight.?

? ? ? ? In every halting-place like Joseph (17) she appears And he in every stead with Jacob's grief (18) is pined..When he saw those many bones,

he rejoiced therein with an exceeding joy and carried away what he had a mind to thereof. Then we returned to his house and he entreated me with

increased favour and said to me, 'Verily, O my son, thou hast directed us to a passing great gain, may God requite thee with all good! Thou art free

for the sake of God the Most High. Every year these elephants used to kill of us much people on account of these bones; but God delivered thee

from them and thou hast done us good service in the matter of these bones, of which thou hast given us to know; wherefore thou meritest a great

recompense, and thou art free.' 'O my lord,' answered I, 'may God free thy neck from the fire! I desire of thee that thou give me leave to return to

my own country.' 'So be it,' replied he; 'but we have a fair, on occasion whereof the merchants come hither to us and take of us these elephants'

bones. The time of the fair is now at hand, and when they come to us, I will send thee with them and give thee somewhat to bring thee to thine own

country.'.It chanced one day that one of the horsemen, who had fallen in with the young Melik Shah by the water and clad him and given him

spending-money, saw the eunuch in the city, disguised as a merchant, and recognizing him, questioned him of his case and of [the reason of] his

coming. Quoth he, 'I come to sell merchandise.' And the horseman said, 'I will tell thee somewhat, if thou canst keep it secret.' 'It is well,' answered

the eunuch; 'what is it?' And the other said, 'We met the king's son Melik Shah, I and certain of the Arabs who were with me, and saw him by such

a water and gave him spending-money and sent him towards the land of the Greeks, near his mother, for that we feared for him, lest his uncle

Belehwan should kill him.' Then he told him all that had passed between them, whereupon the eunuch's countenance changed and he said to the

cavalier, 'Assurance!' 'Thou shalt have assurance,' answered the other, 'though thou come in quest of him.' And the eunuch rejoined, saying, 'Truly,

that is my errand, for there abideth no repose for his mother, lying down or rising up, and she hath sent me to seek news of him.' Quoth the cavalier,

'Go in safety, for he is in a [certain] part of the land of the Greeks, even as I said to thee.'.There abode once, of old days and in bygone ages and

times, in the city of Baghdad, the Abode of Peace, the Khalif Haroun er Reshid, and he had boon-companions and story-tellers, to entertain him by

night Among his boon-companions was a man called Abdallah ben Nan, who was high in favour with him and dear unto him, so that he was not

forgetful of him a single hour. Now it befell, by the ordinance of destiny, that it became manifest to Abdallah that he was grown of little account

with the Khalif and that he paid no heed unto him; nor, if he absented himself, did he enquire concerning him, as had been his wont. This was

grievous to Abdallah and he said in himself, "Verily, the heart of the Commander of the Faithful and his fashions are changed towards me and

nevermore shall I get of him that cordiality wherewith he was wont to entreat me." And this was distressful to him and concern waxed upon him, so

that he recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? How many a friend, for money's sake, hath companied with me!.Tuhfet el Culoub and Er Reshid, ii.

203..The damsel rejoiced, when the old man returned to her with the lute, and taking it from him, tuned its strings and sang the following

verses:.Meanwhile, the people of the city rejoiced and were glad and blessed the vizier's daughter, marvelling for that three days had passed and

that the king had not put her to death and exulting in that, [as they deemed,] he had turned [from his purpose] and would never again burden

himself with blood-guiltiness against any of the maidens of the city. Then, on the fourth night, she related to him a still more extraordinary story,

and on the fifth night she told him anecdotes of kings and viziers and notables. On this wise she ceased not [to do] with him [many] days and

nights, what while the king still said in himself, 'When I have heard the end of the story, I will put her to death,' and the people waxed ever in

wonder and admiration. Moreover, the folk of the provinces and cities heard of this thing, to wit, that the king had turned from his custom and from

that which he had imposed upon himself and had renounced his heresy, wherefore they rejoiced and the folk returned to the capital and took up

their abode therein, after they had departed thence; yea, they were constant in prayer to God the Most High that He would stablish the king in that
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his present case; and this," said Shehrzad, "is the end of that which my friend related to me.".Tuhfeh entered the bath, after she had put off her

clothes, and behold, the basin thereof was overlaid with gold set with pearls and red rubies and green emeralds and other jewels; so she extolled the

perfection of God the Most High and hallowed Him for the magnificence of that which she saw of the attributes of that bath. Then she made her

ablutions in that basin and pronouncing the Magnification of Prohibition, (207) prayed the morning prayer and what else had escaped her of

prayers; (208) after which she went out and walked in that garden among jessamine and lavender and roses and camomile and gillyflowers and

thyme and violets and sweet basil, till she came to the door of the pavilion aforesaid and sat down therein, pondering that which should betide Er

Reshid after her, whenas he should come to her pavilion and find her not. She abode sunken in the sea of her solicitude, till presently sleep took her

and she slept.When this came to the king's knowledge, he despatched troops in pursuit of Zourkhan, to stop the road upon him, whilst he himself

went out and overtaking the vizier, smote him on the head with his mace and slew him. Then he took his daughter by force and returning to his

dwelling-place, went in to her and married her. Arwa resigned herself with patience to that which betided her and committed her affair to God the

Most High; and indeed she was used to serve Him day and night with a goodly service in the house of King Dabdin her husband..As an instance of

the extreme looseness with which the book was edited, I may observe that the first four Vols. were published without tables of contents, which

were afterwards appended en bloc to the fifth Volume. The state of corruption and incoherence in which the printed Text was placed before the

public by the two learned Editors, who were responsible for its production, is such as might well drive a translator to despair: the uncorrected errors

of the press would alone fill a volume and the verse especially is so corrupt that one of the most laborious of English Arabic scholars pronounced

its translation a hopeless task. I have not, however, in any single instance, allowed myself to be discouraged by the difficulties presented by the

condition of the text, but have, to the best of my ability, rendered into English, without abridgment or retrenchment, the whole of the tales, prose

and verse, contained in the Breslau Edition, which are not found in those of Calcutta (1839-42) and Boulac. In this somewhat ungrateful task, I

have again had the cordial assistance of Captain Burton, who has (as in the case of my "Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night") been kind

enough to look over the proofs of my translation and to whom I beg once more to tender my warmest thanks..Haroun er Reshid and the Woman of

the Barmecides, i. 57..? ? ? ? ? Thou taught'st me what I cannot bear; afflicted sore am I; Yea, thou hast wasted me away with rigour and

despite..Then he commanded one of the slave-girls to take the lute and strike it at Aboulhusn's head, whilst the rest smote upon their instruments.

[So they played and sang,] till Aboulhusn awoke at the last of the night and heard the noise of lutes and tabrets and the sound of the pipes and the

singing of the slave-girls, whereupon he opened his eyes and finding himself in the palace, with the slave-girls and eunuchs about him, exclaimed,

'There is no power and no virtue but in God the Most High, the Supreme! Verily, I am fearful of the hospital and of that which I suffered therein

aforetime, and I doubt not but the Devil is come to me again, as before. O my God, put thou Satan to shame!" Then he shut his eyes and laid his

head in his sleeve and fell to laughing softly and raising his head [bytimes], but [still] found the apartment lighted and the girls singing..Officer's

Story, The Tenth, ii. 172..Moreover, he gave her a complete suit of clothes and raising his head to her, said, "When thou toldest me that which

Mariyeh had done with thee, God rooted out the love of her from my heart, and never again will she occur to my mind; so extolled be the perfection

of Him who turneth hearts and eyes! It was she who was the cause of my coming out from Yemen, and now the time is past for which I engaged

with my people and I fear lest my father levy his troops and come forth in quest of me, for that he hath no child other than myself and cannot brook

to be parted from me; and on like wise is it with my mother." When the nurse heard his words, she said to him, "O my lord, and which of the kings

is thy father?" "My father is El Aziz, lord of Yemen and Nubia and the Islands (91) of the Benou Kehtan and the Two Noble Sanctuaries (92) (God

the Most High have them in His keeping!)," answered El Abbas; "and whenas he taketh horse, there mount with him an hundred and twenty and

four thousand horsemen, all smiters with the sword, let alone attendants and servants and followers, all of whom give ear unto my word and obey

my commandment." "Why, then, O my lord," asked the nurse, "didst thou conceal the secret of thy rank and lineage and passedst thyself off for a

wayfarer? Alas for our disgrace before thee by reason of our shortcoming in rendering thee thy due! What shall be our excuse with thee, and thou

of the sons of the kings?" But he rejoined, "By Allah, thou hast not fallen short! Nay, it is incumbent on me to requite thee, what while I live,

though I be far distant from thee.".Thereupon the king went in to his mother and questioned her of his father, and she told him that me king her

husband was weak; (211) 'wherefore,' quoth she, 'I feared for the kingdom, lest it pass away, after his death; so I took to my bed a young man, a

baker, and conceived by him [and bore a son]; and the kingship came into the hand of my son, to wit, thyself.' So the king returned to the old man

and said to him, 'I am indeed the son of a baker; so do thou expound to me the means whereby thou knewest me for this.' Quoth the other, 'I knew

that, hadst thou been a king's son, thou wouldst have given largesse of things of price, such as rubies [and the like]; and wert thou the son of a Cadi,

thou hadst given largesse of a dirhem or two dirhems, and wert thou the son of a merchant, thou hadst given wealth galore. But I saw that thou

guerdonest me not but with cakes of bread [and other victual], wherefore I knew that thou wast the son of a baker.' Quoth the king, 'Thou hast hit

the mark.' And he gave him wealth galore and advanced him to high estate.".? ? ? ? ? "Forget him," quoth my censurers, "forget him; what is he?"

"If I forget him, ne'er may God," quoth I, "remember me!".A certain wealthy merchant had a fair daughter, who was as the full moon, and when she

attained the age of fifteen, her father betook himself to an old man and spreading him a carpet in his sitting-chamber, gave him to eat and caroused

with him. Then said he to him, 'I desire to marry thee to my daughter.' The other excused himself, because of his poverty, and said to him, 'I am not

worthy of her nor am I a match for thee.' The merchant was instant with him, but he repeated his answer to him, saying, 'I will not consent to this
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till thou acquaint me with the reason of thy desire for me. If I find it reasonable, I will fall in with thy wish; and if not, I will not do this

ever.'.Awhile after this, two merchants presented themselves to the king with two horses, and one said, 'I ask a thousand dinars for my horse,' and

the other, 'I seek five thousand for mine.' Quoth the cook, 'We have experienced the old man's just judgment; what deemeth the king of fetching

him?' So the king bade fetch him, and when he saw the two horses, he said, 'This one is worth a thousand and the other two thousand dinars.' Quoth

the folk, 'This [horse that thou judgeth the lesser worth] is an evident thoroughbred and he is younger and swifter and more compact of limb than

the other, ay, and finer of head and clearer of skin and colour. What token, then, hast thou of the truth of thy saying?' And the old man said, 'This ye

say is all true, but his sire is old and this other is the son of a young horse. Now, when the son of an old horse standeth still [to rest,] his breath

returneth not to him and his rider falleth into the hand of him who followeth after him; but the son of a young horse, if thou put him to speed and

make him run, [then check him] and alight from off him, thou wilt find him untired, by reason of his robustness.'.In my soul the fire of yearning

and affliction rageth aye, iii. 65..When it was the fourth night, there came the boy whom they were minded to circumcise, adorned with jewels such

as never saw eye nor heard ear of, and amongst the rest a crown of gold, set with pearls and jewels, the worth whereof was an hundred thousand

dinars. He sat down upon the throne and Tuhfeh sang to him, till the surgeon came and they circumcised him, in the presence of all the kings, who

showered on him great store of jewels and jacinths and gold. Queen Kemeriyeh bade the servants gather up all this and lay it in Tuhfeh's closet, and

it was [as much in value as] all that had fallen to her, from the first of the festival to the last thereof. Moreover, the Sheikh Iblis (whom God curse!)

bestowed upon Tuhfeh the crown worn by the boy and gave the latter another, whereat her reason fled. Then the Jinn departed, in order of rank,

whilst Iblis took leave of them, band by band..He lay the rest of the night in one of the ruins, and when he arose in the morning, he said, 'None is to

blame. I sought my own good, and he is no fool who seeketh good for himself; and the druggist's wife also sought good for herself; but destiny

overcometh precaution and there remaineth no abiding for me in this town.' So he went forth from the city. Nor (added the vizier) is this story,

extraordinary though it be, more extraordinary than that of the king and his son and that which bedded them of wonders and rarities.".The king

gave him leave for this and the vizier betook himself to the queen and said to her, "I am come to thee, on account of a grave reproach, and I would

have thee be truthful with me in speech and tell me how came the youth into the sleeping-chamber." Quoth she, "I have no knowledge whatsoever

[of it]" and swore to him a solemn oath thereof, whereby he knew that she had no knowledge of the matter and that she was not at fault and said to

her, "I will teach thee a device, where- with thou mayst acquit thyself and thy face be whitened before the king." "What is it?" asked she; and he

answered, saying, "When the king calleth for thee and questioneth thee of this, say thou to him, 'Yonder youth saw me in the privy-chamber and

sent me a message, saying, "I will give thee a hundred jewels, to whose price money may not avail, so thou wilt suffer me to foregather with thee."

I laughed at him who bespoke me with these words and rebuffed him; but he sent again to me, saying, "An thou fall not in with my wishes, I will

come one of the nights, drunken, and enter and lie down in the sleeping-chamber, and the king will see me and kill me; so wilt thou be put to shame

and thy face will be blackened with him and thine honour abased."' Be this thy saying to the king, and I will presently go to him and repeat this to

him." Quoth the queen, "And I also will say thus.".Forehead, Of that which is written on the, i. 136..? ? ? ? ? You swore you'd be faithful to us and

our love, And true to your oath and your troth-plight were you;.The Fourth Night of the Month..113. Noureddin Ali and Sitt el Milah dcccclviii.It is

related that Ibn es Semmak (162) went in one day to Er Reshid and the Khalif, being athirst, called for drink. So his cup was brought him, and

when he took it, Ibn es Semmak said to him, "Softly, O Commander of the Faithful! If thou wert denied this draught, with what wouldst thou buy

it?" "With the half of my kingdom," answered the Khalif; and Ibn es Semmak said, "Drink and God prosper it to thee!" Then, when he had

drunken, he said to him, "If thou wert denied the going forth of the draught from thy body, with what wouldst thou buy its issue?" "With the whole

of my kingdom," answered Er Reshid: and Ibn es Semmak said, "O Commander of the Faithful, verily, a kingdom that weigheth not in the balance

against a draught [of water] or a voiding of urine is not worth the striving for." And Haroun wept..? ? ? ? ? How long, O Fate, wilt thou oppress and

baffle me?.? ? ? ? ? g. King Bihkerd cccclxiv.27. The Khalif Hisham and the Arab Youth cclxxi.When the Khalif heard these his verses, he was

moved to exceeding delight and taking the cup, drank it off, and they ceased not to drink and carouse till the wine rose to their heads. Then said

Aboulhusn to the Khalif, "O boon-companion mine, of a truth I am perplexed concerning my affair, for meseemed I was Commander of the

Faithful and ruled and gave gifts and largesse, and in very deed, O my brother, it was not a dream." "These were the delusions of sleep," answered

the Khalif and crumbling a piece of henbane into the cup, said to him, "By my life, do thou drink this cup." And Aboulhusn said, "Surely I will

drink it from thy hand." Then he took the cup from the Khalifs hand and drank it off, and no sooner had it settled in his belly than his head forewent

his feet [and he fell down senseless]..Accordingly, they all went in to the king one day (and Abou Temam was present among them,) and

mentioned the affair of the damsel, the king's daughter of the Turks, and enlarged upon her charms, till the king's heart was taken with her and he

said to them, 'We will send one to demand her in marriage for us; but who shall be our messenger?' Quoth the viziers, 'There is none for this

business but Abou Temam, by reason of his wit and good breeding;' and the king said, 'Indeed, even as ye say, none is fitting for this affair but he.'

Then he turned to Abou Temam and said to him, 'Wilt thou not go with my message and seek me [in marriage] the king's daughter of the Turks?'

and he answered, 'Hearkening and obedience, O king.'.Locust, The Hawk and the, ii. 50..? ? ? ? ? I wept, but those who spied to part us had no ruth

On me nor on the fires that in my vitals flare..Then the Khalif summoned her to his presence a fourth time and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, sing."

So she improvised and sang the following verses:.Meanwhile, the boy [grew up and] abode with the people of the village, and when God willed the
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accomplishment of His ordinance, the which endeavour availeth not to avert, he went forth with a company of the villagers, to stop the way. The

folk complained of them to the king, who sallied out with a company of his men and surrounded the highwaymen and the boy with them,

whereupon the latter drew forth an arrow and launched it at them, and it smote the king in his vitals and wounded him. So they carried him to his

house, after they had laid hands upon the youth and his companions and brought them before the king, saying, 'What biddest thou that we do with

them?' Quoth he, 'I am presently in concern for myself; so bring me the astrologers.' Accordingly, they brought them before him and He said to

them, 'Ye told me that my death should be by slaying at the hand of my son: how, then, befalleth it that I have gotten my death-wound on this wise

of yonder thieves?' The astrologers marvelled and said to him, 'O king, it is not impossible to the lore of the stars, together with the fore-ordinance

of God, that he who hath smitten thee should be thy son.'.? ? ? ? ? Read thou my writ and apprehend its purport, for my case This is and fate hath

stricken me with sorrows past allay..65. The Loves of the Boy and Girl at School ccclxxxv.So he did this, and when it was night, he covered the pit

with a light covering, so that, whenas the vizier stepped upon it, it would give way with him. Then he sent to him and summoned him to the

presence in the king's name, and the messenger bade him enter by the privy door. So he entered in thereat, alone, and when he stepped upon the

covering of the pit, it gave way with him and he fell to the bottom; whereupon the king's brother fell to pelting him with stones. When the vizier

saw what had betided him, he gave himself up for lost; so he stirred not and lay still. The prince, seeing him make no motion, [deemed him dead];

so he took him forth and wrapping him up in his clothes, cast him into the billows of the sea in the middle of the night. When the vizier felt the

water, he awoke from the swoon and swam awhile, till a ship passed by him, whereupon he cried out to the sailors and they took him up..They ate

and drank and sported and made merry awhile of the day; and as they were thus engaged, up came the master of the house, with his friends, whom

he had brought with him, that they might carouse together, as of wont. He saw the door opened and knocked lightly, saying to his friends, 'Have

patience with me, for some of my family are come to visit me; wherefore excuse belongeth [first] to God the Most High, and then to you.' (263) So

they took leave of him and went their ways, whilst he gave another light knock at the door. When the young man heard this, he changed colour and

the woman said to him, 'Methinks thy servant hath returned.' 'Yes,' answered he; and she arose and opening the door to the master of the house, said

to him, 'Where hast thou been? Indeed, thy master is wroth with thee.' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'I have but been about his occasions.'.I went out

one night to the house of one of my friends and when it was the middle of the night, I sallied forth alone [to go home]. When I came into the road, I

espied a sort of thieves and they saw me, whereupon my spittle dried up; but I feigned myself drunken and staggered from side to side, crying out

and saying, "I am drunken." And I went up to the walls right and left and made as if I saw not the thieves, who followed me till I reached my house

and knocked at the door, when they went away..Then he girt his middle with a handkerchief and entering, saluted the young merchant, who said to

him, 'Where hast thou been?' Quoth he, 'I have done thine errands;' and the youth said, 'Go and eat and come hither and drink.' So he went away, as

he bade him, and ate. Then he washed and returning to the saloon, sat down on the carpet and fell to talking with them; whereupon the young

merchant's heart was comforted and his breast dilated and he addressed himself to joyance. They abode in the most delightsome life and the most

abounding pleasance till a third part of the night was past, when the master of the house arose and spreading them a bed, invited them to lie down.

So they lay down and the youth abode on wake, pondering their affair, till daybreak, when the woman awoke and said to her companion, 'I wish to

go.' So he bade her farewell and she departed; whereupon the master of the house followed her with a purse of money and gave it to her, saying,

'Blame not my master,' and made his excuse to her for the young merchant..Now in that town was a man of good breeding and large generosity, a

merchant of condition, young of years and bright of face, who had come to that town from his own country with great store of merchandise and

wealth galore. He took up his abode therein and the place was pleasant to him and he was lavish in expenditure, so that he came to the end of all his

good and there remained with him nothing save that which was upon him of raiment. So he left the lodging wherein he had abidden in the days of

his affluence, after he had wasted (260) that which was therein of furniture, and fell to harbouring in the houses of the townsfolk from night to

night..74. The Devout Woman and the Two Wicked Elders dclix.Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The Seventh, iii. 224..115. The Angel of Death and

the King of the Children of Israel cccclxiii.? ? ? ? ? g. The Crows and the Hawk dccccvi.? ? ? ? ? Thy haters say and those who malice to thee bear

A true word, profiting its hearers everywhere;.The company marvelled at this story and said all, 'Woe to the oppressor!' Then came forward the

sixteenth officer and said, 'And I also will tell you a marvellous story, and it is on this wise..? ? ? ? ? Wherefore fair patience look thou use, for sure

'tis praiseworthy; Yea, and its issues evermore are blessed and benign;.Abbas (El) and the King's Daughter of Baghdad, iii. 53..Accordingly, the

king bade fetch the girl [and she came]. Then there befell that which befell of his foregathering with the elder sister, and when he went up to his

couch, that he might sleep, the younger sister said to the elder, 'I conjure thee by Allah, O my sister, an thou be not asleep, tell us a story of thy

goodly stories, wherewithal we may beguile the watches of our night, against morning come and parting.' 'With all my heart,' answered she and fell

to relating to her, whilst the king listened. Her story was goodly and delightful, and whilst she was in the midst of telling it, the dawn broke. Now

the king's heart clave to the hearing of the rest of the story; so he respited her till the morrow, and when it was the next night, she told him a story

concerning the marvels of the lands and the extraordinary chances of the folk, that was yet stranger and rarer than the first. In the midst of the story,

the day appeared and she was silent from the permitted speech. So he let her live till the ensuing night, so he might hear the completion of the story

and after put her to death..The Seventh Night of the Month..Then he turned to the woman and said to her, "Is it not thus?" "Yes, O Commander of

the Faithful," answered she; and he said, "What prompted thee to this?" Quoth she, "Thou slewest my father and my mother and my kinsfolk and
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tookest their goods." "Whom meanest thou?" asked the Khalif, and she replied, "I am of the house of Bermek." (93) Then said he to her, "As for the

dead, they are of those who are past away, and it booteth not to speak of them; but, as for that which I took of wealth, it shall be restored to thee,

yea, and more than it." And he was bountiful to her to the utmost of munificence..? ? ? ? ? If to my favours thou aspire and covet me, good lack!

What leach such madness can assain or what medicament?.As for Abou Sabir, when he returned, he saw not his wife and read what was written on

the ground, wherefore he wept and sat [awhile] sorrowing. Then said he to himself, 'O Abou Sabir, it behoveth thee to be patient, for belike there

shall betide [thee] an affair yet sorer than this and more grievous;' and he went forth wandering at a venture, like to the love-distraught, the

madman, till he came to a sort of labourers working upon the palace of the king, by way of forced labour. When [the overseers] saw him, they laid

hold of him and said to him, 'Work thou with these folk at the palace of the king; else will we imprison thee for life.' So he fell to working with

them as a labourer and every day they gave him a cake of bread. He wrought with them a month's space, till it chanced that one of the labourers

mounted a ladder and falling, broke his leg; whereupon he cried out and wept. Quoth Abou Sabir to him, 'Have patience and weep not; for thou

shall find ease in thy patience.' But the man said to him, 'How long shall I have patience?' And he answered, saying, 'Patience bringeth a man forth

of the bottom of the pit and seateth him on the throne of the kingdom.'.When she came in sight of the folk, they kissed the earth before her and she

said to them, 'Tell me what hath betided Queen Tuhfeh from yonder dog Meimoun and why did ye not send to me and tell me?' Quoth they, 'And

who was this dog that we should send to thee, on his account? Indeed, he was the least and meanest [of the Jinn].' Then they told her what

Kemeriyeh and her sisters had done and how they had practised upon Meimoun and delivered Tuhfeh from his hand, fearing lest he should slay her,

whenas he found himself discomfited; and she said, 'By Allah, the accursed one was wont to prolong his looking upon her!' And Tuhfeh fell to

kissing Queen Es Shuhba's hand, whilst the latter strained her to her bosom and kissed her, saying, 'Trouble is past; so rejoice in assurance of

relief.'.Then she changed the measure and improvised the following:.? ? ? ? ? a. The King and his Vizier's Wife dcccclxxx.? ? ? ? ? She gives me to

drink of her cheeks and her honeyed lips And quenches the worst of the fires that my heart devour..[When] Hudheifeh [saw him], he cried out to

him, saying, "Haste thee not, O youth! Who art thou of the folk?" And he answered, "I am Saad [ibn] el Wakidi, commander of the host of King

Ins, and but that thou vauntedst thyself in challenging me, I had not come forth to thee; for that thou art not of my peers neither art counted equal to

me in prowess and canst not avail against my onslaught. Wherefore prepare thee for departure, (73) seeing that there abideth but a little of thy life."

When Hudheifeh heard this his speech, he threw himself backward, (74) as if in mockery of him, whereat El Abbas was wroth and called out to

him, saying, "O Hudheifeh, guard thyself against me." Then he rushed upon him, as he were a swooper of the Jinn, (75) and Hudheifeh met him

and they wheeled about a long while..When the youth had made an end of his speech, the king said, "Carry him back to the prison;" and when they

had done this, he turned to the viziers and said to them, "Yonder youth looseth his tongue upon you, but I know your affectionate solicitude for the

welfare of my empire and your loyal counsel to me; so be of good heart, for all that ye counsel me I will do." When they heard tnese words, they

rejoiced and each of them said his say Then said the king, "I have not deferred his slaughter but to the intent that the talk might be prolonged and

that words might abound, and I desire [now] that ye sit up for him a gibbet without the town and make proclamation among the folk that they

assemble and take him and carry him in procession to the gibbet, with the crier crying before him and saying, 'This is the recompense of him whom

the king delighted to favour and who hath betrayed him!'" The viziers rejoiced, when they heard this, and slept not that night, of their joy; and they

made proclamation in the city and set up the gibbet..One day, as I was thus feigning sleep, I felt a hand in my lap, and in it a magnificent purse. So

I seized the hand and behold, it was that of a fair woman. Quoth I to her, "O my lady, who art thou?" And she said, "Rise [and come away] from

here, that I may make myself known to thee." So I arose and following her, fared on, without tarrying, till she stopped at the door of a lofty house,

whereupon quoth I to her,"O my lady, who art thou? Indeed, thou hast done me kindness, and what is the reason of this?" "By Allah," answered

she, "O Captain Mum, I am a woman on whom desire and longing are sore for the love of the daughter of the Cadi Amin el Hukm. Now there was

between us what was and the love of her fell upon my heart and I agreed with her upon meeting, according to possibility and convenience. But her

father Amin el Hukm took her and went away, and my heart cleaveth to her and love-longing and distraction are sore upon me on her

account.".Sharper, The Idiot and the, i. 298..Barmecides, Haroun er Reshid and the Woman of the, i. 57..When she had made an end of her song,

she wept and Noureddin wept also. Then she took the lute and improvised and sang the following verses:.So the vizier went in to his daughter and

said to her, 'O my daughter, the king seeketh thee of me and desireth to marry thee.' 'O my father,' answered she 'I desire not a husband and if thou

wilt marry me, marry me not but with one who shall be below me in rank and I nobler than he, so he may not turn to other than myself nor lift his

eyes upon me, and marry me not to one who is nobler than I, lest I be with him as a slave-girl and a serving-woman.' So the vizier returned to the

king and acquainted him with that which his daughter had said, whereat he redoubled in desire and love-liking for her and said to her father, 'An

thou marry me not to her of good grace, I will take her by force in thy despite.' The vizier again betook himself to his daughter and repeated to her

the king's words, but she replied, 'I desire not a husband.' So he returned to the king and told him what she said, and he was wroth and threatened

the vizier, whereupon the latter took his daughter and fled with her..The queen drank off her cup and bestowed on Tuhfeh a dress of cloth-of-pearl,

fringed with red rubies, worth twenty thousand dinars, and a tray wherein were ten thousand dinars..When came the time [of the accomplishment]

of the foreordered fate and the fortune graven on the forehead and there abode for the boy but ten days till the seven years should be complete,

there came to the mountain hunters hunting wild beasts and seeing a lion, gave chase to him. He fled from them and seeking refuge in the
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mountain, fell into the pit in its midst. The nurse saw him forthright and fled from him into one of the closets; whereupon the lion made for the boy

and seizing upon him, tore his shoulder, after which he sought the closet wherein was the nurse and falling upon her, devoured her, whilst the boy

abode cast down in a swoon. Meanwhile, when the hunters saw that the lion had fallen into the pit, they came to the mouth thereof and heard the

shrieking of the boy and the woman; and after awhile the cries ceased, whereby they knew that the lion had made an end of them..Now the

merchant and his wife had taken up their abode in a city in the land whereof their [other] son was king, and when the boy [whom they had found]

grew up, his father assigned unto him merchandise, so he might travel therewith. So he set out and entered the city wherein his brother was king.

News reached the latter that there was a merchant come thither with merchandise befitting kings. So he sent for him and the young merchant

obeyed the summons and going in to him, sat down before him. Neither of them knew the other; but blood stirred between them and the king said

to the young merchant, 'I desire of thee that thou abide with me and I will exalt thy station and give thee all that thou desirest and cravest.' So he

abode with him awhile, quitting him not; and when he saw that he would not suffer him to depart from him, he sent to his father and mother and

bade them remove thither to him. So they addressed them to remove to that island, and their son increased still in honour with the king, albeit he

knew not that he was his brother..Cashghar, Abdallah ben Nafi and the King's Son of, ii. 195..Meanwhile, news was brought that Khorassan had

been conquered; (23) whereupon Er Reshid rejoiced and bade decorate Baghdad and release all who were in the prisons, giving each of them a

dinar and a dress. So Jaafer addressed himself to the decoration of the city and bade his brother El Fezl ride to the prison and clothe and release the

prisoners. El Fezl did his brother's bidding and released all but the young Damascene, who abode still in the Prison of Blood, saying, "There is no

power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Sublime! Verily, we are God's and to Him we return." Then said El Fezl to the gaoler, "Is there

any prisoner left in the prison?" "No," answered he, and El Fezl was about to depart, when Noureddin called out to him from within the prison,

saying, "O my lord, tarry, for there remaineth none in the prison other than I and indeed I am oppressed. This is a day of clemency and there is no

disputing concerning it." El Fezl bade release him; so they set him free and he gave him a dress and a dinar. So the young man went out,

bewildered and knowing not whither he should go, for that he had abidden in the prison nigh a year and indeed his condition was changed and his

favour faded, and he abode walking and turning round, lest El Muradi should come upon him and cast him into another calamity..Pious Woman

accused of Lewdness, The, ii. 5..45. The Man who stole the Dog's Dish of Gold cccxl.So they made ready his affair and the king conferred on him

a dress of honour, and he took with him a present and a letter under the king's hand and setting out, fared on till he came to the [capital] city of

Turkestan. When the king of the Turks knew of his coming, he despatched his officers to receive him and entreated him with honour and lodged

him as befitted his rank. Then he entertained him three days, after which he summoned him to his presence and Abou Temam went in to him and

prostrating himself before him, as beseemeth unto kings, laid the present before him and gave him the letter..Merchant and his Sons, The, i. 81..? ?

? ? ? e. The Barber's Story cxliii.? ? ? ? ? Full many a man incited me to infidelity, But I refused, for all the talk wherewith they set on me..? ? ? ? ?

And pliedst us with cups of wine, whilst from the necklace pearls (142) A strange intoxicating bliss withal did circulate,.? ? ? ? ? I am filled full of

longing pain and memory and dole, That from the wasted body's wounds distract the anguished soul..?Story of King Ibrahim and His Son..52. The

Devout Israelite cccxlviii.Daughter of the Poor Old Man, The Rich Man who married his Fair, i. 247..Presently, up came a woman with a phial of

urine, and when the [mock] physician saw the phial afar off, he said to her, 'This is the urine of a man, a stranger.' 'Yes,' answered she; and he

continued, 'Is he not a Jew and is not his ailment indigestion?' 'Yes,' replied the woman, and the folk marvelled at this; wherefore the man was

magnified in Galen's eyes, for that he heard speech such as was not of the usage of physicians, seeing that they know not urine but by shaking it

and looking into it anear neither know they a man's water from a woman's water, nor a stranger's [from a countryman's], nor a Jew's from a Sherifs.

(22) Then said the woman, 'What is the remedy?' Quoth the weaver, 'Pay down the fee.' So she paid him a dirhem and he gave her medicines

contrary to that ailment and such as would aggravate the patient's malady..? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Eunuch Kafour ,,.? ? ? ? ? Whenas my sisters

dear forsake me, grieved that they Must leave their native place and far away must hie,.Destiny, Of, i. 136..Whenas the soul desireth one other than

its peer, ii 207..It chanced one day that he fell in upon a company of folk and they overcame him by dint of numbers and taking him prisoner,

pinioned him and carried him to the lord of that country. The latter saw his fashion and grace and misdoubting of him, said, 'This is no robber's

favour. Tell me truly, O youth, who thou art.' Bihzad thought shame to acquaint him with his condition and chose rather death for himself; so he

answered, 'I am nought but a thief and a bandit.' Quoth the king, 'It behoveth us not to act hastily in the matter of this youth, but that we look into

his affair, for that haste still engendereth repentance.' So he imprisoned him in his palace and assigned him one who should serve him..All this

while Meimoun's eye was upon her and presently he said to her, 'Harkye, Tuhfeh! Sing to me.' But Queen Zelzeleh cried out at him and said,

'Desist, O Meimoun. Thou sufferest not Tuhfeh to pay heed unto us.' Quoth he, 'I will have her sing to me.' And words waxed between them and

Queen Zelzeleh cried out at him. Then she shook and became like unto the Jinn and taking in her hand a mace of stone, said to him, 'Out on thee!

What art thou that thou shouldst bespeak us thus? By Allah, but for the king's worship and my fear of troubling the session and the festival and the

mind of the Sheikh Iblis, I would assuredly beat the folly out of thy head!' When Meimoun heard these her words, he rose, with the fire issuing

from his eyes, and said, 'O daughter of Imlac, what art thou that thou shouldst outrage me with the like of this talk?' 'Out on thee, O dog of the Jinn,'

replied she, 'knowest thou not thy place?' So saying, she ran at him and offered to strike him with the mace, but the Sheikh Iblis arose and casting

his turban on the ground, said, 'Out on thee, O Meimoun! Thou still dost with us on this wise. Wheresoever thou art present, thou troubleth our life!
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Canst thou not hold thy peace till thou goest forth of the festival and this bride-feast (222) be accomplished? When the circumcision is at an end

and ye all return to your dwelling-places, then do as thou wilt. Out on thee, O Meimoun! Knowest thou not that Imlac is of the chiefs of the Jinn?

But for my worship, thou shouldst have seen what would have betided thee of humiliation and punishment; but by reason of the festival none may

speak. Indeed thou exceedest: knowest thou not that her sister Wekhimeh is doughtier than any of the Jinn? Learn to know thyself: hast thou no

regard for thy life?'.21. Kemerezzeman and Budour clxx
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