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TO FOOL AN ASSASSIN
If Junior were weak-minded enough to succumb to madness, this was the moment when he should have fallen into an abyss of insanity. He heard

an internal cracking, felt a terrible splintering in his mind, but he held himself together with sheer willpower, remembering to breathe slowly and

deeply..The moonlight had faded and the gentle waves had ebbed out of his mind's eye. He concentrated, trying to force the phantom sea to flow

back into view, but this was one of those rare occasions when a Zedd technique failed him''.Although she had never seen snow other than in

pictures and on film, this deep-settled silence seemed to speak of failing flakes, of white muffling mantles, and she wouldn't have been in the least

surprised if, stepping outside, she had found herself in a glorious winter landscape, cold and crystalline, here on the always-snowless hills and

shores of the California Pacific..From a cutlery drawer, Tom withdrew a knife. The largest and sharpest blade in the small collection.."What kept

me going these past two and a half years was knowing that I could get my hands on Mr. Cain when I was finally well enough to do something

about him.".During the past ten days, he'd proved that he was clever, bold, with exceptional inner resources. He needed to tap his deep well of

strength and resolve now, more than ever. He'd been through far too much, accomplished too much, to be brought down by mere biology.."A ship

without an anchor can never be at rest," he answered. "It's at the mercy of the sea.".The paramedic pumped the inflation cuff of the

sphygmomanometer, and Junior's blood pressure was most likely high enough to induce a stroke, driven skyward by the thought that Naomi's love

had been a lie..Vanadium was dead. Pounded with pewter and sunk in a flooded quarry. Gone forever.."My scar," he confessed, "is inexperience.

For a man my age, Agnes, I'm in some ways unbelievably innocent. I wouldn't trade the years with Perri for anything or anyone, but intense as it

was, our love didn't include ... Well, I mean, you may find me inadequate.".Agnes called their two-car parade a Christmas caravan, which appealed

to Barty's sense of magic and adventure. Repeatedly he turned in his seat and rose to his knees to look back at his uncle Edom, waving

vigorously..He snatched up the wine list before she could look at it. "If you're paying, then I'm ordering whatever costs the most, regardless of what

it tastes like.".He knew she wouldn't just step back to calculate her batting average, so he rolled at once, out of her way, immensely relieved that he

could move, because judging by the pain coruscating across his back, he wouldn't have been surprised if she had broken his spine and paralyzed

him. The chair crashed down again, exactly where Junior had been sprawled an instant before..Over generous slices of Black Forest cake and

coffee, Jacob at first held forth on the explosion of a French freighter, carrying a cargo of ammonium nitrate, at a pier in Texas City, Texas, back in

1947. Five hundred and seventy-six had perished..In the top drawer, in addition to the expected items, Tom Vanadium found a gallery brochure for

an art exhibition. In the hooded flashlight beam, the name Celestina White seemed to flare off the glossy paper as though printed in reflective

ink..As she clambered through the open door into Celestina's lap, the girl said, "Uncle Wally gave me an Oreo.".He had assumed that the dinner

guest was Victoria's lover, but suddenly he realized that this might not be the case. The man might be nothing more than a friend. Her father or a

brother. In which case the invitation to romance-posed by the coquettishly arranged wine and rose-would be so wildly inappropriate that the visitor

would know at.So runs the water away, away,.He slipped behind the door and raised the pewter candlestick over his head. Weighing perhaps five

pounds, the object made a formidable bludgeon, almost as good as a hammer.."We don't sell no pizza," Angel said, because lately they had

received a few calls for a new pizzeria with a phone number one digit different from theirs..In a state of wonderment that was laced with dread

rather than delight, he looked up from the quarter, seeking an explanation from Vanadium, expecting to see that anaconda smile..Angel, however,

focused on a point in the air above the table. Faint furrows marked her brow for a moment, but then the frown gave way to a smile..And had

Phimie, retrieved from death by the resuscitation procedures of the surgical team, repaid Nella's kindness with her own stunning message to

Lipscomb?.In the closet, a limited wardrobe did not fully occupy available rod space. On the floor, shoes were neatly arranged toe-to-heel..With the

determination of any pulp-magazine adventurer, Paul walked in sunshine and in rain. He walked in heat and cold. Wind did not deter him, nor

lightning..Three minutes by car, maybe two without stop signs. He could just about run it as fast as drive it. He had a bit of a gut on him. He wasn't

the man he used to be. Ironically, however, after the coma and the rehab, he wasn't as heavy as he had been before Cain sunk him in Quarry

Lake.."Please take the cards from the pack and put them on the coffee table in front of you," Obadiah directed..The gray pewter appeared to be

mottled with a black substance. Perhaps char. As though it had been soiled in a fire..He had met her in a university adult-extension course tided

"Increasing Self-Esteem Through Controlled Screaming." Participants were taught to identify harmful repressed emotions and dissipate them

through the authentic vocal imitations of a variety of animals..He carried the mug to the sink, poured the brew down the drain and saw the cooler

standing in the corner. He hadn't noticed it before. A medium-size, molded-plastic, Styrofoam-lined ice chest, of the type you filled with beer and

took on picnics..Vanadium, lending an aura of normalcy to the house. Now he wanted silence, so he would immediately hear another car in the

driveway if one arrived..Of the things you couldn't have seen coming, I'm the worst ... I'm the worst ... I'm the worst.....Edom had turned away from

the box of groceries that he was packing. Frowning at the pies, he said, "You don't think. . ..Zedd taught in this world where dishonesty is the

currency of social acceptance and financial success, you must practice some deceit to get along in life, but you must never lie to yourself, or you

are left with no one to trust..Leavening his tortured voice as best he could with shock and hurt, as though deeply wounded by the need to speak

these words, Junior Cain said, "You ... you think I killed her, don't you? That's crazy.".Dinner was available in the lounge. Junior enjoyed a superb

filet mignon with a split of fine Cabernet Sauvignon..The revolving beacons dwindled, casting off blue-and-red pulses of light that
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shimmered-swooped through the diffusing fog, as if they were disembodied spirits seeking someone to possess..The telephone rang, putting an end

to their chat, but Agnes would remember the substance of it later that year, on the day before Christmas, when Barty took a walk in the rain and

changed forever his."I'm not a burglar, Mr. Cain. No client has enough money to make me risk prison. Besides, even if you could steal their files,

you would probably discover that the babies' identities are coded, and without the code, you'd still be nowhere.".For a while, Junior profited

enormously from Tammy's investment advice, and the sex was great. As a thank-you for the hefty trading commissions she earned-and not

incidentally for all the orgasms-Tammy gave him a Rolex. He didn't mind her four cats, didn't even care when the four grew to six, then to

eight..Seraphim White had come to California to give birth to him in or to spare her parents-and their congregation--embarrassment..In her arms,

little Barty burbled contentedly, unaware that his destiny supposedly included epic love, fabulous riches, and violence..The door was falling shut.

With no more sound than the day makes when it turns to night, the detective had gone..Kitchen staff. All men. Some looked up in surprise; others

were oblivious of him. He stalked the cramped work aisles, eyes watering from the fragrant steam and the heat, seeking Vanadium, an

answer..being careful to place the point of impact precisely where the bottle had struck her..Music played within. An up-tempo number. Possibly

swing. He couldn't quite identify the tune..Police identified Junior as the prime suspect, and newspapers featured his photograph in most stories.

They referred to him as "handsome," "dashing," "a man with movie-star good looks." He was said to be well known in San Francisco's avant-garde

arts community. He got a thrill when he discovered that Sklent was quoted as calling him "a charismatic figure, a deep thinker, a man -with

exquisite artistic taste .... so clever he could get away with murder as easily as anyone else might get away with double-parking. " "It's people like

him," Sklent continued, "who confirm the view of the world that informs my painting."."Would you pretend to wake up if I tried to smother you?"

asked Detective Vanadium..Licky took him down into the mines to show him the gangues, the kinds of earth the ore was likely to occur in. A few

miners were working at the end of a long level..Edom marveled at Agnes's ability to rise above the past and to transcend so many years of torment.

She was able to see the house as simple shelter, whereas to her brothers, it was-and always would be-the place in which their spirits had been

shattered. Even living within sight of it would have been out of the question if they had been employed, with options.."We do look somewhat

alike," Edom said, shifting his attention to Jacob's left ear..Then he looked up at the massive limbs overhead, and the mood changed: A sense of

impending insight at once gave way to the fear that an unsuspected fissure in a huge limb might crack through at this precise moment, crushing him

under a ton of wood, or that the Big One, striking now, would topple the entire oak.."So entertaining, I felt I should have paid for those seats. When

the third machine starts whizzing coins at him, he bolts like a kid running a graveyard at midnight on a dare." Nolly laughed,

remembering..HAVING COMPLETED HER English lesson, Maria Elena Gonzalez went home with a plastic shopping bag full of precisely

damaged clothes and a smaller, paper bag containing cherry muffins for her two girls..Having arrived at this same astonishing but nonetheless

obvious conclusion, Harrison said, "Someone has to've been hurt." He hurried out of the kitchen, through the dining room, with Paul close behind

him..In the late-afternoon light, on this Christmas Eve, Barty was no ghost, no illusion..Third, Celestina had a daughter. Not a boy named

Bartholomew. Seraphim's baby had been a girl. Named Angel. This confused Junior as much as it stunned him..In fact, attorneys for the potential

plaintiffs felt that Nork, Hisscus, and Knacker were too willing to reach an accommodation, and they met the trio's conciliation with high suspicion.

Naturally, the state didn't want to defend against a claim involving the death of a beautiful young bride and her unborn baby, but their willingness

to negotiate so early, from such a reasonable posture, implied that their position was even weaker than it appeared to be.."I can't sleep half the

time," Deed said, twisting the baseball cap in his hands. "I've lost weight, and I'm so nervous, jumpy.".By habit, she shifted her attention to his

eyes, because though the scientific types insist that the eyes themselves are incapable of expression, Agnes knew what every poet knows: To see

the condition of the hidden heart, you must look first where scientists will not admit to looking at all..And there are songs, old lays and ballads

from small islands and from the quiet uplands of Havnor, that tell the story of those years.."And how about this," he continued. "Every point in the

universe is directly connected to every other point, regardless of distance, so any point on Mars is, in some mysterious way, as close to me as is any

of you. Which means it's possible for information-and objects, even people-to move instantly between here and London without wires or

microwave transmission. In fact, between here and a distant star, instantly. We just haven't figured out how to make it happen. Indeed, on a deep

structural level, every point in the universe is the same point. This interconnectedness is so complete that a great flock of birds taking flight in

Tokyo, disturbing the air with their wings, contributes to weather changes in Chicago.".But she knew. Barty, buoyant as ever, seemed not to be

much worried about the problem with his vision. He appeared to expect that it would pass like any sneezing fit or cold..Reading about child

prodigies, Agnes learned that most if not all math whizzes also possessed musical talent. To a lesser but still impressive extent, many young

geniuses in the music world were also proficient at math.."Better hurry," Wally advised, gracing Celestina's other cheek with a dryer kiss.."Not so

bad, two thousand," Tom heard himself say idiotically. "I mean, compared to nearly four million.".squint-eyed, sharp-faced night clerk must not

have been the owner, because he wasn't the type to have dreamed up cute spellings for the sign out front. Judging by his appearance and attitude, he

was a former Nazi death-camp commandant who fled Brazil one step ahead of the Israeli secret service and was now hiding out in Oregon..His first

year in San Francisco was an eventful one for the nation and the world. Winston Churchill, arguably the greatest man of the century thus far, died.

The United States launched the first air strikes against North Vietnam, and Lyndon Johnson raised troop levels to 150,000 in that conflict. A Soviet

cosmonaut was the first to take a space walk outside an orbiting craft. Race riots raged in Watts for five fiery days. The Voting Rights Act of 1965
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was signed into law. Sandy Koufax, a Los Angeles Dodger, pitched a perfect game, in which no hitter reached first base. T. S. Eliot died, and

Junior purchased one of the poet's works through the Book-of-the-Month Club. Other famous people passed away: Stan Laurel, Nat King Cole, Le

Corbusier, Albert Schweitzer, Somerset Maugham.... Indira Gandhi became the first woman prime minister of India, and the Beatles' inexplicable

and annoying success rolled on and on..As if a door had briefly opened between this windless day and another world, a single gust rattled rain

against the windows..On his nightstand, he found an envelope evidently placed there by Hanna, after she'd taken it from his pharmacy smock,

which he had given her to launder. The envelope contained the letter about Agnes Lampion that Paul had written to Reverend White in

Oregon..One of the gifts of power is to know power. Wizard knows wizard, unless the concealment is very skillful. And the boy had no skills at all

except in boat-building, of which he was a promising scholar by the age of twelve. About that time the midwife who had helped his mother at his

birth came by and said to his parents, "Let Otter come to me in the evenings after work. He should learn the songs and be prepared for his naming

day.".He snatched the woman's car keys off the pavement, slid behind the wheel of the Pontiac, and drove off to find a pharmacy, the only stop that

he intended to make until he reached Spruce Hills..NORTHBOUND ON THE coastal highway, headed for Newport Beach, Agnes saw bad omens,

mile after mile..Focus. Get Ichabod all the way inside. Act now, think later. No, no, proper focus requires an understanding of the need to ize:

scrutinize, analyze, and prioritize. Get the bitch, get the bitch! Slow deep breaths. Channel the beautiful rage. A fully evolved man is self-controlled

and calm. Move, move, move!.Having ridden from the church to the cemetery with Hanna, his housekeeper, Paul chose to walk home. The distance

between Perri's new bed and her old was only three miles, and the afternoon mild..The friendship, the work, and not least of all the sense of home

and belonging that everyone felt within minutes of crossing Agnes's threshold-these things appealed to Celestina and Grace. But they didn't want

Paul to feel that his hospitality was unappreciated.."It's not a specific brand you can't have, it's the whole idea of a candy bar.".In case someone was

waiting in the hallway, he flushed the john for authenticity, though binding foods and paregoric still gave him the sturdy bowels of any brave

knight in battle..Agnes wanted to reach out and touch him, but she found that she didn't have the strength to raise her arm. She was no longer

holding her belly, either. Both hands lay at her sides, palms up, and even the simple act of curling her fingers required surprising effort and

concentration..During the first year of her illness, she had been slowly weaned off an iron lung. Until she was seventeen, she required the chest

respirator, but gradually gained the strength to breathe unassisted..Undiminished antiperistaltic waves coursed through his duodenum, stomach, and

esophagus, and now he gasped desperately for air between each expulsion, without much success..Only madmen were capable of such butchery.

Hopeless lunatics like Ed Gein, out there in Wisconsin, arrested just seven years ago, when Junior had been sixteen. Ed, the inspiration for Psycho,

had constructed mobiles out of human noses and lips. He used human skin to make lampshades and to upholster furniture. His soup bowls had once

been human skulls. He ate the hearts and selected other organs of his victims, wore a belt fashioned from nipples, and occasionally danced under

the moon while masked by the scalp and face of a woman he had murdered.."I'm captivated more by painting than I am by most dimensional

work," Junior explained. "Really, the only sculpture I've acquired is Poriferan's.".He bought cracker sandwiches, some filled with cheese and some

with peanut butter, redskin peanuts, chocolate bars, and Coca-Cola. Although this was an unhealthy meal, cheese and peanut butter and chocolate

shared a virtue: they were all binding..He knew for a fact that Seraphim had died in childbirth. He had seen the gathering of Negroes at her funeral

in the cemetery, the day of Naomi's burial. He had heard Max Bellini's message on the maniac cop's Ansaphone.."Who else? I think there's

romance in the air. The cow-eyed way he looks at her, she could knock his knees out from under him just by giving him a wink.".. So he calls it the

King. If you find him his King, he'll treat you well. He's often here. Come on, I'll show you. Dog can't track till he's had the scent.".One problem:

Nolly Wulfstan, Quasimodo without a hump, probably repaired to this convenient club after work, to down a few beers, because this was surely as

close as he would ever get to a halfway attractive woman. The detective would think that he and Junior were here for the same reason-to gawk at

nearly naked babes and store up enough images of bobbling breasts to get through the night-and he would not be able to comprehend that for Junior

the attraction was the dance, the intellectual thrill of experiencing a new cultural phenomenon..Although he related well to the theme of moral

relativism and personal autonomy in a value-neutral world, Junior grew apprehensive about each impending scene of violence, and closed his eyes

against the prospect of blood. He resented having to endure ninety minutes of the film before Google finally settled into the seat beside him..He

wanted to say: The vain, power-mad politicians who milk cheers from ignorant crowds, the sports stars and preening actors who hear themselves

called heroes and never object, they should all wither with shame at the mention of your name. Your vision, your struggle, the years of grueling

work, your enduring faith when others doubted, the risk you took with career and reputation--it's one of the great stories of science, and I'd be

honored if I could shake your band..At the grave, they arrived with red and white roses. Agnes carried the red, and Barty brought the white..Agnes

prepared a dinner to indulge him: hot dogs with cheese, potato chips. Root beer instead of milk..The reverend said, "I'm sure you underestimate my

parishioners, Celestina. They won't be scandalized. They'll open their hearts.".Junior no longer leaned casually on the casing. He put both hands flat

against the door..Neither customers nor staff could be found in the first of the three large rooms. Only cheaper galleries were crowded with

browsers and unctuous sales personnel. In an establishment as upscale as Coquin, the hoi polloi were discouraged from gawking, while the high

value and extreme desirability of the art were made evident by the staff's almost pathological aversion to promoting the merchandise..So quick, this

violence, over even as it began. Because he had no interest in aftermath, however, Junior suffered no disappointment at the briefness of the thrill.

The past was past, and as he closed the front door and stepped around the body, he focused on the future..Through the door came the sound of
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running water splashing in a sink. Neddy washing his hands..He visited the bank in which he maintained a safe-deposit box under the John

Pinchbeck identity. He withdrew the twenty thousand in cash and retrieved all the forged documents from the box..So here it came again, the

hateful past, returning when Junior thought he was shed of it. This tall, lanky, Celestina-humping son of a bitch, guardian of Bartholomew, had

driven away, gone home, but he couldn't stay in the past where he belonged, and he was opening his mouth to say Who are you or maybe to shout

an alarm, so Junior shot him three times..When Paul arrived with a Christmas gift, Perri was abed, wearing Chinese-red pajamas, reading Jane

Austen. A clever contraption of leather straps, pulleys, and counterweights assisted her in moving her right arm more fluidly than would otherwise

have been possible. A lap stand held the book, but she could tam the pages..He could have killed Vanadium while the cop slept; however, that

would be far less satisfying than engaging in a little psychological warfare and leaving the devious bastard alive to suffer remorse when two more

children died under his watch..Industrial Woman, which he'd purchased for a little more than nine thousand dollars, less than eighteen months ago

and at another gallery, would fetch at least thirty thousand in the current market, so rapidly had Bavol Poriferan's reputation risen..Lord, help me

here. Give me this one, just this one, and I'll follow thereafter where I'm led. I'll always thereafter be your instrument, but please, please, GIVE ME

THIS CRAZY EVIL SON OF A BITCH!.For the first time in many months, Barty didn't want to sleep in the dark. They left the door of the room

open, admitting some of the fluorescent glow from the hallway..This was a test of Junior's gullibility, and he would not give Vanadium the

satisfaction of searching his robe for the coin..Yes, she did, she had one, but not much of one, and compared to the McIntosh in Google's throat,

this was just a bitty crab apple, easy to overlook, not excessive for a woman..After Bellini left, Tom questioned Celestina extensively, with an

emphasis on Phimie's rape. Although the subject was painful, she was grateful for the questions. Without this distraction, in spite of her well of

hope, she might have allowed her imagination to fashion terror after terror, until Wally had died a hundred times over in her mind..The maniac

kicked once more, but because of the bracing dresser, the door wouldn't budge, so he kicked harder, again without success..Paul shook his head.

"Oh, no. People look at our marriage, and they think I gave up so much, but I got back a lot more than I gave.".This trick, however, was far more

difficult than walking where the rain wasn't. Sustaining vision took both a mental and physical toll from him..If there had been footsteps, they had

fallen silent the moment Junior froze to listen for them. Even over the hard drumming of his heart, he would have heard any noise. The pillowy fog

seemed to smother sound in the alleyway more effectively than ever..When the subject shifted to card tricks and fortune-telling, Maria admitted to

practicing divination with standard playing cards..MONDAY MORNING, far above Joe Lampion's grave, the translucent blue California sky shed

a rain of light so pure and clear that the world seemed to have been washed clean of all its stains..Holding on to the jamb with one hand, Barty

leaned across the threshold, listening to the day. Birds. Softly rustling leaves. Nobody on the porch. Even trying hard to be quiet, people always

made some little noise..His attention, as morbid as a circling vulture, settled upon the pianist's right hand. The left was open, palm down. But the

right was crumpled shut, palm up..So smoothly did the waiter move, that three martinis on a corklined mahogany tray seemed to float across the

room in front of him and then hover beside their table while he served the cocktails to the lady first, the guest second, and the host third..Ten

months later, he finally wore her down. She accepted his proposal, and they set a date for the wedding..He got in the Suburban, pulled the door

shut, but didn't at once start the engine..An hour later, when Barty decided he wanted a soda, he switched off the book and asked Angel if she

would like something to drink..During the past three years, he'd suffered much because of these sisters, including most recently the humiliation in

the Dumpster with the dead musician, Celestina's pencil-necked friend with a propensity for postmortem licking. The memory of that horror flared

so vividly-every grotesque detail condensed into one intense and devastating flash of recollection-that Junior's bladder suddenly felt swollen and

full, although he had taken a long satisfying leak in an alleyway across the street from the restaurant at which the postcard-painting poseur had

enjoyed a leisurely dinner with Ichabod.."September 27, 1962. Barcelona, Spain. A flood killed four hundred forty-five people.".Retracing his path

across the kitchen, he caught a faint whiff of jasmine from the backyard. Funny, jasmine here inside. Two paces later, he felt a draft.."Then you

have a big advantage, and you'll have to tell us all about yourselves," Agnes said. "I'll get the coffee brewing ... unless you'd like to help.".In the

morning, at breakfast, from this calmer perspective, he looked back at his tantrum in the middle of the night and wondered if he might be in

psychological trouble. He decided not. In November and December, Junior studied arcane texts on the supernatural, went through new women at a

pace prodigious even for him, found three Bartholomews, and finished ten needlepoint pillows..He vanished through some hole, some slit, some

tear bigger than anything through which Tom flipped his quarters..The owner's attitude softened somewhat with Junior's reference to the quarter,

and softened even further when together they returned to the counter to see the proof in the cheese. He went from righteous anger to abject

apology..Wally-Dr. Walter Lipscomb, who delivered Angel and who became her godfather-never worried when the girl seemed to be developing

too slowly, counseling that every child was an individual, with his or her particular learning pace. Wally's double specialty--obstetrics and

pediatrics-gave him credibility, of course, but Celestina had worried, anyway.."If I ever have trots, you'll know." And then in the Cheese voice:

"CAN WE LISTEN TO THE BOOK TALK IN YOUR ROOM?".Junior opened his eyes and saw that only the second of the two rounds had found

its intended mark. The first had cracked through the center of a cabinet door, surely shattering dishes within..This comment left Tom nonplussed.

He could only imagine that Jacob had known someone who died in that crash-yet the twin's tone of voice and his expression seemed to suggest that

a world without the Bakersfield train wreck would be a less convivial place than one that included it..The minister had finished. The service was

over. No one came to Junior with condolences, because they would see him again shortly, at the Ford dealership buffet..Drawing from a well of
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inspiration deeper than instinct, Junior knew that if ever he crossed paths with a man named Bartholomew, he must be prepared to deal with him as

aggressively as he had dealt with Naomi. And without delay..Besides, Junior was reluctant to kill Vanadium, for real this time, and risk

discovering- that the detective's filthy-scabby-monkey spirit would in fact prove to be a relentless haunting presence that gave him no peace..Odder

yet, the pianist had studied him with a keen interest that was inexplicable, since they were essentially strangers. When caught staring, he'd appeared

rattled, turning away quickly, eager to avoid further contact..He never passed through a phase during which he grew resistant to hugging or kissing.

He was a hand-holding, cuddling boy to whom displays of affection came easily..She must have sensed his assessment of her and realized that she

had little chance of charming him, for she turned at once away and never looked in his direction again..As Lipscomb picked up the freshened baby,

Grace said, "That was as effective as any minister's wife could've been with an impossible parishioner-and, oh, do I wish we could sometimes be

that pointed.".As Celestina and her mother loaded the last of the pies into the ice chests in the Suburban, Paul and Agnes came back from her

station wagon at the head of the caravan..They hadn't been close to Naomi, who'd once said she felt like Romulus and Remus, raised by wolves, or

like Tarzan if he'd fallen into the hands of nasty gorillas. To Junior, Naomi was Cinderella, sweet and good, and he was the love-struck prince who

rescued her..Imagination like all living things lives now, and it lives with, from, on true change. Like all we do and have, it can be co-opted and

degraded; but it survives commercial and didactic exploitation. The land outlasts the empires. The conquerors may leave desert where there was

forest and meadow, but the rain will fall, the rivers will run to the sea. The unstable, mutable, untruthful realms of Once-upon-a-time are as much a

part of human history and thought as the nations in our kaleidoscopic atlases, and some are more enduring..Disbelieving his eyes, Junior reached

across his body with his left hand and picked up the quarter. Although it had been lying in his right palm, it was cold. Icy..Relieved but still wary,

he toured the small house again to be sure doors and windows were locked..The guy was carrying a purse, whatever that meant, and when he

walked through the door, he had a goofy look on his face, but his expression changed when he saw Junior..Murmuring on the edge of sleep, Barty

spoke to his father in all the places where Joey still lived: "Good-night, Daddy."
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