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The woman who used to act as decoy for them once caught them a woman from a bride-feast, under pretence that she had a wedding toward in her
own house, and appointed her for a day, whereon she should come to her. When the appointed day arrived, the woman presented herself and the
other carried her into the house by a door, avouching that it was a privy door. When she entered [the saloon], she saw men and champions (131)
[and knew that she had fallen into a trap]; so she looked at them and said, "Harkye, lads! (132) I am a woman and there is no glory in my slaughter,
nor have ye any feud of blood-revenge against me, wherefore ye should pursue me; and that which is upon me of [trinkets and apparel] ye are free
to take." Quoth they, "We fear thy denunciation." But she answered, saying, "I will abide with you, neither coming in nor going out." And they
said, "We grant thee thy life.".2. The Fisherman and the Genie viii.80. The Schoolmaster who fell in Love by Report dclxv.Then I sang and the
captain said, "It is good," Quoth I, "Nay, but thou art loathly." He looked at me and said, "By Allah, thou shalt never more scent the odour of the
world!" But his comrades said to him, "Do it not," and appeased him, till he said, "If it must be so, she shall abide here a whole year, not going
forth." And I said, "I am content to submit to whatsoever pleaseth thee. If I have erred, thou art of those to whom pertaineth clemency." He shook
his head and drank, then arose and went out to do his occasion, what while his comrades were occupied with what they were about of
merry-making and drunkenness and sport. So I winked to my fellows and we slipped out into the corridor. We found the door open and fled forth,
unveiled and knowing not whither we went; nor did we halt till we had left the house far behind and happened on a cook cooking, to whom said I,
"Hast thou a mind to quicken dead folk?" And he said, "Come up." So we went up into the shop, and he said, 'Lie down." Accordingly, we lay
down and he covered us with the grass, (137) wherewith he was used to kindle [the fire] under the food..? ? ? ? ? The nobles' hands, for that my
place I must forsake, Do solace me with beds, whereon at ease I lie..So the sharper took the two thousand dinars and made off; and when he was
gone, the merchant said to his friend, the [self-styled] man of wit and intelligence, 'Harkye, such an one! Thou and I are like unto the hawk and the
locust.' 'What was their case?' asked the other; and the merchant said,.The End..? ? ? ? ? Persist not on my weakliness with thy disdain nor be
Treason and breach of love its troth to thee attributed;.Then said the Sheikh Iblis, 'We were best acquaint Queen Kemeriyeh and Queen Zelzeleh
and Queen Sherareh and Queen Wekhimeh; and when they are assembled, God shall ordain [that which He deemeth] good in the matter of her
release.' 'It is well seen of thee,' answered Es Shisban and despatched to Queen Kemeriyeh an Afrit called Selheb, who came to her palace and
found her asleep; so he aroused her and she said, 'What is to do, O Selheb?' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'come to the succour of thy sister Tuhfeh, for
that Meimoun hath carried her off and outraged thine honour and that of the Sheikh Iblis.' Quoth she, 'What sayest thou?' And she sat up and cried
out with a great cry. And indeed she feared for Tuhfeh and said, 'By Allah, indeed she used to say that he looked upon her and prolonged the
looking on her; but ill is that to which his soul hath prompted him.' Then she arose in haste and mounting a she-devil of her devils, said to her, 'Fly.'
So she flew off and alighted with her in the palace of her sister Sherareh, whereupon she sent for her sisters Zelzeleh and Wekhimeh and
acquainted them with the news, saying, 'Know that Meimoun hath snatched up Tuhfeh and flown off with her swiftlier than the blinding
lightning.'.Then we sat down on the edge of the estrade and presently I espied a closet beside me; so I looked into it and my friend said to me,
'What seest thou?' Quoth I, 'I see therein good galore and bodies of murdered folk. Look.' So he looked and said, 'By Allah, we are lost men!' And
we fell a-weeping, I and he. As we were thus, behold, there came in upon us, by the door at which we had entered, four naked men, with girdles of
leather about their middles, and made for my friend. He ran at them and dealing one of them a buffet, overthrew him, whereupon the other three fell
all upon him. I seized the opportunity to escape, what while they were occupied with him, and espying a door by my side, slipped into it and found
myself in an underground chamber, without window or other issue. So I gave myself up for lost and said, 'There is no power and no virtue save in
God the Most High, the Supreme!' Then I looked to the top of the vault and saw in it a range of glazed lunettes; so I clambered up for dear life, till I
reached the lunettes, and I distracted [for fear]. I made shift to break the glass and scrambling out through the frames, found a wall behind them. So
I bestrode the wall and saw folk walking in the road; whereupon I cast myself down to the ground and God the Most High preserved me, so that I
reached the earth, unhurt. The folk flocked round me and I acquainted them with my story..? ? ? ? ? It rests with him to heal me; and I (a soul he
hath Must suffer that which irks it), go saying, in my fear.Would we may live together, and when we come to die, i. 47..When King El Aziz heard
the damsel's song, her speech and her verses pleased him and he said to El Abbas, "O my son, verily, these damsels are weary with long versifying,
and indeed they make us yearn after the dwellings and the homesteads with the goodliness of their songs. Indeed, these five have adorned our
assembly with the excellence of their melodies and have done well in that which they have said before those who are present; wherefore we counsel
thee to enfranchise them for the love of God the Most High." Quoth El Abbas, "There is no commandment but thy commandment;" and he
enfranchised the ten damsels in the assembly; whereupon they kissed the hands of the king and his son and prostrated themselves in thanksgiving to
God the Most High. Then they put off that which was upon them of ornaments and laying aside the lutes [and other] instruments of music, clave to
their houses, veiled, and went not forth. (144).? ? ? ? ? She shot at me a shaft that reached my heart and I became The bond- man of despair, worn
out with effort all in vain..Officer's Story, The Fourth, ii. 142..? ? ? ? ? Lo, since the day I left you, O my masters, Life is not sweet, no aye my
heart is light..? ? ? ? ? Ye are the pleasaunce of my soul; or present though you be Or absent from me, still my heart and thought with you remain..?
? ? ? ? b. Story of the Chief of the Boulac Police dcv.Meanwhile, when the thieves halted, one of them said to the others, 'Let us return and see;' and
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the captain said, 'This thing is impossible of the dead: never heard we that they came to life on this wise. So let us return and take our good, for that
the dead have no occasion for good.' And they were divided in opinion as to returning: but [presently they came to a decision and] said, 'Indeed, our
arms are gone and we cannot avail against them and will not draw near the place where they are: only let one of us [go thither and] look at it, and if
he hear no sound of them, let him advertise us what we shall do.' So they agreed that they should send a man of them and assigned him [for this
service] two parts [of the booty]..? ? ? ? ? O friends, the tears flow ever, in mockery of my pain; My heart is sick for sev'rance and love-longing in
vain..? ? ? ? ? m. The Goldsmith and the Cashmere Singing-Girl dccccxc.? ? ? ? ? Who letteth us or hind'reth our way, I spring on him, As
springeth lynx or panther upon the frighted deer;.? ? ? ? ? For love with your presence grows sweet, untroubled and life is serene And the star of
our fortune burns bright, that clouds in your absence did veil..? ? ? ? ? O son of Simeon, give no ear to other than my say. How bitter from the
convent 'twas to part and fare away!.The eunuch heard the smiting of the lute within the chamber and said, 'By Allah, that is my lady Tuhfeh's
touch!' So he arose and went, as he were a madman, falling down and rising up, till he came to the eunuch on guard at the door at the Commander
of the Faithful and found him sitting. When the latter saw him, and he like a madman, falling down and rising up, he said to him, 'What aileth thee
and what bringeth thee hither at this hour?' Quoth the other, 'Wilt thou not make haste and awaken the Commander of the Faithful?' And he fell to
crying out at him; whereupon the Khalif awoke and heard them bandying words together and Tuhfeh's servant saying to the other, 'Out on thee!
Awaken the Commander of the Faithful in haste.' So he said, 'O Sewab, what aileth thee?' And the chief eunuch answered, saying, 'O our lord, the
eunuch of Tuhfeh's lodging hath taken leave of his wits and saith, "Awaken the Commander of the Faithful in haste!"' Then said Er Reshid to one
of the slave-girls, 'See what is to do.'.? ? ? ? ? An if I live, in love of her I'll live, and if I die Of love and longing for her sight, O rare! O
excellent!.? ? ? ? ? O my God! Who is stronger than Thou in resource? The Subtle, Thou knowest my plight and my pain..Now the king of the
Greeks heard tell of the damsel (132) and of the beauty and grace wherewith she was gifted, wherefore his heart clave to her and he sent to seek her
in marriage of Suleiman Shah, who could not refuse him. So he arose and going in to Shah Khatoun, said to her, 'O my daughter, the king of the
Greeks hath sent to me to seek thee in marriage. What sayst thou?' She wept and answered, saying, 'O king, how canst thou find it in thy heart to
bespeak me thus? Abideth there husband for me, after the son of my uncle?' 'O my daughter,' rejoined the king, 'it is indeed as thou sayest; but let
us look to the issues of affairs. Needs must I take account of death, for that I am an old man and fear not but for thee and for thy little son; and
indeed I have written to the king of the Greeks and others of the kings and said, "His uncle slew him," and said not that he [hath recovered and] is
living, but concealed his affair. Now hath the king of the Greeks sent to demand thee in marriage, and this is no thing to be refused and fain would
we have our back strengthened with him." (133) And she was silent and spoke not..There was once a man of Nishapour, (1) who had a wife of the
utmost loveliness and piety, and he was minded to set out on the pilgrimage. So he commended his wife to the care of his brother and besought him
to aid her in her affairs and further her to her desires till he should return, so they both abode alive and well. Then he took ship and departed and his
absence was prolonged. Meanwhile, the brother went in to his brother's wife, at all times and seasons, and questioned her of her circumstances and
went about her occasions; and when his visits to her were prolonged and he heard her speech and looked upon her face, the love of her gat hold
upon his heart and he became distraught with passion for her and his soul prompted him [to evil]. So he besought her to lie with him, but she
refused and chid him for his foul deed, and he found him no way unto presumption; (2) wherefore he importuned her with soft speech and
gentleness..? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth Officer's Story dccccxxxiv.On this wise I abode a while of time, every day shooting an elephant, whereupon my
master came and carried it away, till, one day, as I sat hidden in the tree, there came up elephants without number, roaring and trumpeting, so that
meseemed the earth trembled for the din. They all made for the tree whereon I was and the girth whereof was fifty cubits, and compassed it about.
Then a huge elephant came up to the tree and winding his trunk about it, tugged at it, till he plucked it up by the roots and cast it to the ground. I
fell among the elephants, and the great elephant, coming up to me, as I lay aswoon for affright, wound his trunk about me and tossing me on to his
back, made off with me, accompanied by the others; nor did he leave faring on with me, and I absent from the world, till he brought me to a certain
place and casting me down from off his back, went away, followed by the rest. I lay there awhile, till my trouble subsided and my senses returned
to me, when I sat up, deeming myself in a dream, and found myself on a great hill, stretching far and wide and all of elephants' bones. So I knew
that this was their burial-place and that they had brought me thither on account of the bones..79. Khusrau and Shirin and the Fisherman cccxci.? ? ?
? ? That I am the pledge of passion still and that my longing love And eke my yearning do overpass all longing that was aye..?STORY OF THE
OLD WOMAN, THE MERCHANT AND THE KING..The draper answered with "Hearkening and obedience" and going forth from the deputy's
presence, betook himself to his shop and brought out thence [the casket and] somewhat considerable, which he removed to his house. At break of
day he arose and going to his shop, broke the lock and cried out and shrieked and called [on God for help,] till the folk assembled about him and all
who were in the city were present, whereupon he cried out to them, saying even as the prefect had bidden him; and this was bruited abroad. Then
he made for the prefecture and presenting himself before the chief of the police, cried out and complained and made a show of distraction..? ? ? ? ?
The true believer is pinched for his daily bread, Whilst infidel rogues enjoy all benefit..? ? ? ? ? I hope for present (62) good [and bounty at thy
hand,] For souls of men are still to present (63) good inclined..The first to take the cup was Iblis the Accursed, who said, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, sing
over my cup.' So she took the lute and touching it, sang the following verses:.Presently, she came to me again and I said to her, "Here is thy money
and I have gained [with it] other thousand dinars." Quoth she, "Keep it by thee and take these other thousand dinars. As soon as I have departed
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from thee, go thou to Er Rauzeh (183) and build there a goodly pavilion, and when the building thereof is accomplished, give me to know thereof."
So saying, she left me and went away. As soon as she was gone, I betook myself to Er Rauzeh and addressed myself to the building of the pavilion,
and when it was finished, I furnished it with the goodliest of furniture and sent to the lady to tell her that I had made an end of its building;
whereupon she sent back to me, saying, "Let him meet me to-morrow at daybreak at the Zuweyleh gate and bring with him a good ass." So I got
me an ass and betaking myself to the Zuweyleh gate, at the appointed time, found there a young man on horse- back, awaiting her, even as I
awaited her..His love on him took pity and wept for his dismay, ii. 210..When it was the fourth day, the fourth vizier, whose name was Zoushad,
made his appearance and prostrating himself to the king, said to him, "O king, suffer not the talk of yonder youth to delude thee, for that he is not a
truth-teller. So long as he abideth on life, the folk will not give over talking nor will thy heart cease to be occupied with him." "By Allah," cried the
king, "thou sayst sooth and I will cause fetch him this day and slay him before me." Then he commanded to bring the youth; so they brought him in
shackles and he said to him, "Out on thee! Thinkest thou to appease my heart with thy prate, whereby the days are spent in talk? I mean to slay thee
this day and be quit of thee." "O king," answered the youth, "it is in thy power to slay me whensoever thou wilt, but haste is of the fashion of the
base and patience of that of the noble. If thou put me to death, thou wilt repent, and if thou desire to bring me back to life, thou wilt not be able
thereunto. Indeed, whoso acteth hastily in an affair, there befalleth him what befell Bihzad, son of the king." Quoth the king, "And what is his
story?" "O king," replied the young treasurer,.The old woman went out, running, whilst the Khalif and Mesrour laughed, and gave not over running
till she came into the street. Aboulhusn saw her and knowing her, said to his wife, "O Nuzhet el Fuad, meseemeth the Lady Zubeideh hath sent to
us to see who is dead and hath not given credence to Mesrour's report of thy death; so she hath despatched the old woman, her stewardess, to
discover the truth; wherefore it behoveth me to be dead in my turn, for the sake of thy credit with the Lady Zubeideh." Accordingly, he lay down
and stretched himself out, and she covered him and bound his eyes and feet and sat at his head, weeping..Merry Jest of a Thief, A, ii. 186..The old
woman received the alms from her and carrying it to Selim, took part thereof herself and with the rest bought him an old shirt, in which she clad
him, after she had stripped him of that he had on. Then she threw away the gown she had taken from off him and arising forthright, washed his
body of that which was thereon of filth and scented him with somewhat of perfume. Moreover, she bought him chickens and made him broth; so he
ate and his life returned to him and he abode with her on the most solaceful of life till the morrow..So, when the night darkened, we sallied forth to
make our round, attended by men with sharp swords, and went round about the streets and compassed the city, till we came to the by-street where
was the woman, and it was the middle of the night Here we smelt rich scents and heard the clink of earrings; so I said to my comrades, "Methinks I
spy an apparition," And the captain of the watch said, "See what it is." So I came forward and entering the lane, came presently out again and said,
"I have found a fair woman and she tells me that she is from the Citadel and that the night surprised her and she espied this street and seeing its
cleanness and the goodliness of its ordinance, knew that it appertained to a man of rank and that needs must there be in it a guardian to keep watch
over it, wherefore she took shelter therein." Quoth the captain of the watch to me, "Take her and carry her to thy house." But I answered, "I seek
refuge with Allah! (93) My house is no place of deposit (94) and on this woman are trinkets and apparel [of price]. By Allah, we will not deposit
her save with Amin el Hukrn, in whose street she hath been since the first of the darkness; wherefore do thou leave her with him till the break of
day." And he said, "As thou wilt." Accordingly, I knocked at the Cadi's door and out came a black slave of his slaves, to whom said I, "O my lord,
take this woman and let her be with you till break of day, for that the lieutenant of the Amir Ilmeddin hath found her standing at the door of your
house, with trinkets and apparel [of price] on her, and we feared lest her responsibility be upon you; (95) wherefore it is most fit that she pass the
night with you." So the slave opened and took her in with him..As for King Shehriyar, he marvelled at Shehrzad with the utmost wonder and drew
her near to his heart, of his much love for her; and she was magnified in his eyes and he said in himself, "By Allah, the like of this woman is not
deserving of slaughter, for indeed the time affordeth not her like. By Allah, I have been heedless of mine affair, and had not God overcome me with
His mercy and put this woman at my service, so she might adduce to me manifest instances and truthful cases and goodly admonitions and edifying
traits, such as should restore me to the [right] road, [I had come to perdition!]. Wherefore to God be the praise for this and I beseech Him to make
my end with her like unto that of the vizier and Shah Bekht." Then sleep overcame the king and glory be unto Him who sleepeth not!.126. Ibrahim
ben el Khawwas and the Christian King's Daughter cccclxxvii.An if my substance fail, no one there is will succour me, i. 6..Mariyeh opened the
mantle, and when she saw that necklace, and indeed the place was illumined with the lustre thereof, she looked at her slave-girl and said to her, "By
Allah, O Shefikeh, one look at him were liefer to me than all that my hand possesseth! Would I knew what I shall do, whenas Baghdad is empty of
him and I hear no tidings of him!" Then she wept and calling for inkhorn* and paper and pen of brass, wrote the following verses:.As for Abou
Sabir, when he returned, he saw not his wife and read what was written on the ground, wherefore he wept and sat [awhile] sorrowing. Then said he
to himself, 'O Abou Sabir, it behoveth thee to be patient, for belike there shall betide [thee] an affair yet sorer than this and more grievous;' and he
went forth wandering at a venture, like to the love-distraught, the madman, till he came to a sort of labourers working upon the palace of the king,
by way of forced labour. When [the overseers] saw him, they laid hold of him and said to him, 'Work thou with these folk at the palace of the king;
else will we imprison thee for life.' So he fell to working with them as a labourer and every day they gave him a cake of bread. He wrought with
them a month's space, till it chanced that one of the labourers mounted a ladder and falling, broke his leg; whereupon he cried out and wept. Quoth
Abou Sabir to him, 'Have patience and weep not; for thou shall find ease in thy patience.' But the man said to him, 'How long shall I have patience?'
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And he answered, saying, 'Patience bringeth a man forth of the bottom of the pit and seateth him on the throne of the kingdom.'.El Abbas from Akil
his stead is come again, iii. 108..? ? ? ? ? If thou forsake us, there is none Can stand to us instead of thee..? ? ? ? ? o. The Merchant and the Thieves
dcxxix.? ? ? ? ? My royal couch have I forsworn, sequestering myself From all, and have mine eyes forbid the taste of sleep's delight..The king took
his wife, the mother of his sons, and what he might [of good] and saved himself and fled in the darkness of the night, unknowing whither he should
go. When travel grew sore upon them, there met them robbers by the way, who took all that was with them, [even to their clothes], so that there
was left unto each of them but a shirt and trousers; yea, they left them without victual or camels or [other] riding-cattle, and they ceased not to fare
on afoot, till they came to a coppice, to wit, a garden of trees, on the shore of the sea. Now the road which they would have followed was crossed
by an arm of the sea, but it was scant of water. So, when they came to that place, the king took up one of his children and fording the water with
him, set him down on the other bank and returned for his other son. Him also he set by his brother and returning for their mother, took her up and
passing the water with her, came to the place [where he had left his children], but found them not. Then he looked at the midst of the island and saw
there an old man and an old woman, engaged in making themselves a hut of reeds. So he put down his wife over against them and set off in quest
of his children, but none gave him news of them and he went round about right and left, but found not the place where they were..23. Er Reshid and
the Woman of the Barmecides ccccxxxiv.Now there was in the house a ram, with which the Persian used to butt, and when he saw what the woman
did, he thought she would butt with him; so he broke his halter and running at her, butted her and broke her head. She fell on her back and cried
out; whereupon the Persian started up from sleep in haste and seeing the singing-girl [cast down on her back] and the singer with his yard on end,
said to the latter, 'O accursed one, doth not what thou hast already done suffice thee?' Then he beat him soundly and opening the door, put him out
in the middle of the night..Then Ishac went forth of the barrack and overtook Er Reshid [who had foregone him]; and they walked till they came to
their [landing-]place, where they embarked in the boat and fared on to Theghr el Khanekah. (177) As for the slave-dealer, he sent the damsel to the
house of Ishac en Nedim, whose slave-girls took her and carried her to the bath. Then each damsel gave her somewhat of her apparel and they
decked her with earrings and bracelets, so that she redoubled in beauty and became as she were the moon on the night of its full. When Ishac
returned home from the Khalifs palace, Tuhfeh rose to him and kissed his hand; and he saw that which the slave-girls had done with her and
thanked them therefor and said to them, 'Let her be in the house of instruction and bring her instruments of music, and if she be apt unto singing,
teach her; and may God the Most High vouchsafe her health and weal!' So there passed over her three months, what while she abode with him in
the house of instruction, and they brought her the instruments of music. Moreover, as time went on, she was vouchsafed health and soundness and
her beauty waxed many times greater than before and her pallor was changed to white and red, so that she became a ravishment to all who looked
on her..Thy presence honoureth us and we, i. 13..78. Mesrour and Ibn el Caribi dclxii.Noureddin Ali of Damascus and Sitt el Milan, iii, 3..Say, by
the lightnings of thy teeth and thy soul's pure desire, iii. 19..Then he brought out the casket of jewellery [and showed it to an expert,] who told him
that the trinkets were gilt and that their worth was but an hundred dirhems. When he heard this, he was sore concerned thereat and presenting
himself before the Sultan's deputy, made his complaint to him; whereupon the latter knew that a trick had been put off upon him and that the folk
had cozened him and gotten the better of him and taken his stuffs. Now the magistrate in question was a man of good counsel and judgment, well
versed in affairs; so he said to the draper, "Remove somewhat from thy shop, [and amongst the rest the casket,] and on the morrow break the lock
and cry out and come to me and complain that they have plundered all thy shop. Moreover, do thou call [upon God for succour] and cry aloud and
acquaint the folk, so that all the people may resort to thee and see the breach of the lock and that which is missing from thy shop; and do thou show
it to every one who presenteth himself, so the news may be noised abroad, and tell them that thy chief concern is for a casket of great value,
deposited with thee by a great man of the town and that thou standest in fear of him. But be thou not afraid and still say in thy converse, 'My casket
belonged to such an one, and I fear him and dare not bespeak him; but you, O company and all ye who are present, I call you to witness of this for
me.' And if there be with thee more than this talk, [say it;] and the old woman will come to thee.".When Merjaneh had made an end of her song, the
prince said to her, "Well done, O damsel! Indeed, thou sayest a thing that had occurred to my mind and my tongue was like to speak it." Then he
signed to the fourth damsel, who was a Cairene, by name Sitt el Husn, and bade her tune her lute and sing to him upon the [same] subject. So she
tuned her lute and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Old Man's Story ii.Moreover, King Shehriyar summoned chroniclers and
copyists and bade them write all that had betided him with his wife, first and last; so they wrote this and named it "The Stories of the Thousand
Nights and One Night." The book came to (195) thirty volumes and these the king laid up in his treasury. Then the two kings abode with their
wives in all delight and solace of life, for that indeed God the Most High had changed their mourning into joyance; and on this wise they continued
till there took them the Destroyer of Delights and Sunderer of Companies, he who maketh void the dwelling-places and peopleth the tombs, and
they were translated to the mercy of God the Most High; their houses were laid waste and their palaces ruined and the kings inherited their riches..?
? ? ? ? Quoth thou, "The goodliest of things is patience and its use: Its practice still mankind doth guide to all that's fair and fine.".? ? ? ? ? O hills
of the sands and the rugged piebald plain, Shall the bondman of love win ever free from pain!.He [seated himself on the divan and] leant upon a
cushion, whilst she put out her hand to her veil and did it off. Then she put off her heavy outer clothes and discovered her charms, whereupon he
embraced her and kissed her and swived her; after which they washed and returned to their place and he said to her, 'Know that I have little
knowledge [of what goes on] in my house, for that I trust to my servant; so arise thou and see what the boy hath made ready in the kitchen.'
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Accordingly, she arose and going down into the kitchen, saw cooking pots over the fire, wherein were all manner of dainty meats, and
manchet-bread and fresh almond-and-honey cakes. So she set bread on a dish and ladled out [what she would] from the pots and brought it to
him..120. The Pious Black Slave cccclxvii.? ? ? ? ? By Allah, but that I trusted that I should meet you again, Your camel-leader to parting had
summoned you in vain!.So saying, he went away, whilst Mesrour entered and taking up Aboulhusn, shut the door after him, and followed his
master, till he reached the palace, what while the night drew to an end and the cocks cried out, and set him down before the Commander of the
Faithful, who laughed at him. Then he sent for Jaafer the Barmecide and when he came before him, he said to him, "Note this young man and when
thou seest him to-morrow seated in my place of estate and on the throne of my Khalifate and clad in my habit, stand thou in attendance upon him
and enjoin the Amirs and grandees and the people of my household and the officers of my realm to do the like and obey him in that which he shall
command them; and thou, if he bespeak thee of anything, do it and hearken unto him and gainsay him not in aught in this coming day." Jaafer
answered with, "Hearkening and obedience," (17) and withdrew, whilst the Khalif went in to the women of the palace, who came to him, and he
said to them, "Whenas yonder sleeper awaketh to-morrow from his sleep, kiss ye the earth before him and make obeisance to him and come round
about him and clothe him in the [royal] habit and do him the service of the Khalifate and deny not aught of his estate, but say to him, 'Thou art the
Khalif.'" Then he taught them what they should say to him and how they should do with him and withdrawing to a privy place, let down a curtain
before himself and slept..So she made ready and setting out, traversed the deserts and spent treasures till she came to Sejestan, where she called a
goldsmith to make her somewhat of trinkets. [Now the goldsmith in question was none other than the prince's friend]; so, when he saw her, he
knew her (for that the prince had talked with him of her and had depictured her to him) and questioned her of her case. She acquainted him with her
errand, whereupon he buffeted his face and rent his clothes and strewed dust on his head and fell a-weeping. Quoth she, 'Why dost thou thus?' And
he acquainted her with the prince's case and how he was his comrade and told her that he was dead; whereat she grieved for him and faring on to
his father and mother, [acquainted them with the case]..Then they brought trays and tables and amongst the rest a platter of red gold, inlaid with
pearls and jewels; its margents were of gold and emerald, and thereon were graven the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? "Knoweth my loved one when I
see her at the lattice high Shine as the sun that flameth forth in heaven's blue demesne?".? ? ? ? ? h. The Old Woman, the Merchant and the King
dcccxcvi.? ? ? ? ? The priests from all the convent came flocking onto it: With cries of joy and welcome their voices they did rear..The company
marvelled at the generosity of this man and his clemency (152) and courtesy, and the Sultan said, 'Tell us another of thy stories.' (153) 'It is well,'
answered the officer, 'They avouch that.The vizier's story pleased King Shah Bekht and his heart clave to the story of the merchant and the old
woman; so he bade Er Rehwan withdraw to his lodging, and he went away to his house and abode there the next day..? ? ? ? ? Quoth Sherik, "On
me be his warranty, may God assain the king!" So the Tai departed, after a term had been assigned him for his coming..Fair fall the maid whose
loosened locks her cheeks do overcloud! iii. 191..When Er Reshid drew near the door of the chamber, he heard the sound of the lute and Tuhfeh's
voice singing; whereat he could not restrain his reason and was like to swoon away for excess of joy. Then he pulled out the key, but could not
bring his hand to open the door. However, after awhile, he took heart and applying himself, opened the door and entered, saying, 'Methinks this is
none other than a dream or an illusion of sleep.' When Tuhfeh saw him, she rose and coming to meet him, strained him to her bosom; and he cried
out with a cry, wherein his soul was like to depart, and fell down in a swoon. She strained him to her bosom and sprinkled on him rose-water,
mingled with musk, and washed his face, till he came to himself, as he were a drunken man, for the excess of his joy in Tuhfeh's return to him, after
he had despaired of her..? ? ? ? ? Yea, horses hath he brought, full fair of shape and hue, Whose collars, anklet-like, ring to the bridle-rein..There
was once in the city of Hemadan (191) a young man of comely aspect and excellently skilled in singing to the lute, and he was well seen of the
people of the city. He went forth one day of his city, with intent to travel, and gave not over journeying till his travel brought him to a goodly city.
Now he had with him a lute and what pertained thereto, (192) so he entered and went round about the city till he fell in with a druggist, who, when
he espied him, called to him. So he went up to him and he bade him sit down. Accordingly, he sat down by him and the druggist questioned him of
his case. The singer told him what was in his mind and the other took him up into his shop and brought him food and fed him. Then said he to him,
'Arise and take up thy lute and beg about the streets, and whenas thou smellest the odour of wine, break in upon the drinkers and say to them, "I am
a singer." They will laugh and say, "Come, [sing] to us." And when thou singest, the folk will know thee and bespeak one another of thee; so shall
thou become known in the city and thine affairs will prosper.'.Picture, The Prince who fell in love with the, i. 256..? ? ? ? ? Let destiny with
loosened rein its course appointed fare And lie thou down to sleep by night, with heart devoid of care;.Your coming to-me-ward, indeed, with
"Welcome! Fair welcome!" I hail, iii. 136..? ? ? ? ? b. The Merchant and his Sons ccccxliv.Daughter of the Poor Old Man, The Rich Man who
married his Fair, i. 247..? ? ? ? ? Thou, thou enjoy'st repose and comfortable sleep, Nor of the mis'ries reckst by which my heart is wried..So she
arose and tearing her clothes, went in to the king, in the presence of the viziers, and cast herself upon him, saying, "O king, falleth my shame not
upon thee and fearest thou not reproach? Indeed, this is not of the behoof of kings that their jealousy over their women should be thus [laggard].
Thou art heedless and all the folk of the realm prate of thee, men and women. So either slay him, that the talk may be cut off, or slay me, if thy soul
will not consent to his slaughter." Thereupon the king's wrath waxed hot and he said to her, "I have no pleasure in his continuance [on life] and
needs must I slay him this day. So return to thy house and comfort thy heart.".59. The Enchanted Horse Night cclvii.And when she had made an
end of her song, she wept sore..110. King Shah Bekhi and his Vizier Er Rehwan dccclxxxv.Cook, The Lackpenny and the, i. 9..The merchant went
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out and returned to the old woman, who, seeing him changed of colour, said to him, 'What did he ask thee, [may God confound] his hoariness?' So
he acquainted her with the case and she said to him, 'Fear not; I will bring thee forth of this [strait].' Quoth he, 'God requite thee with good!' And
she said, 'To-morrow go to him with a stout heart and say, "The answer to that whereof thou askest me is that thou put the heads of two staves into
one of the holes; then take the other two staves and lay them across the middle of the first two and stop with their heads the second hole and with
their butts the fourth hole. Then take the butts of the first two staves and stop with them the third hole."' (232).106. The Man's Dispute with the
Learned Woman of the relative Excellence of the Sexes ccccxix.So Es Shisban drank off the cup in his turn and said, 'Well done, O desire of
hearts!' And he bestowed on her that which was upon him, to wit, a dress of cloth-of-pearl, fringed with great pearls and rubies and broidered with
precious stones, and a tray wherein were fifty thousand dinars. Then Meimoun the Sworder took the cup and fell to gazing intently upon Tuhfeh.
Now there was in his hand a pomegranate-flower and he said to her, 'Sing upon this pomegranate-flower, O queen of men and Jinn; for indeed thou
hast dominion over all hearts.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience;' and she improvised and sang the following verses:.When King Shehriyar
heard this story, he came to himself and awaking from his drunkenness, (164) said, "By Allah, this story is my story and this case is my case, for
that indeed I was in wrath (165) and [danger of] punishment till thou turnedst me back from this into the right way, extolled be the perfection of the
Causer of causes and the Liberator of necks! Indeed, O Shehrzad," continued he, "thou hast awakened me unto many things and hast aroused me
from mine ignorance.".Then he gave me the present and letter and money for my expenses. So I kissed his hand and going out from before him,
repaired to the sea-coast, where I took ship with many other merchants and we sailed days and nights, till, after a prosperous voyage, God
vouchsafed us a safe arrival at the island of Serendib. We landed and went up to the city, where I carried the letter and present to the king and
kissing the earth fell [prostrate before him], invoking blessings on him. When he saw me, 'Welcome to thee, O Sindbad!' quoth he. 'By the Most
Great God, we have longed for thy sight and the day is blessed on which we behold thee once more.' Then he took my hand and seating me by his
side, welcomed me and entreated me friendly and rejoiced in me with an exceeding joy; after which he fell to conversing with me and caressing me
and said, 'What brings thee to us, O Sindbad?' I kissed his hand and thanking him, said, 'O my lord, I bring thee a present and a letter from my lord
the Khalif Haroun er Reshid.' Then I brought out to him the present and the letter and he read the latter and accepted the former, rejoicing therein
with an exceeding joy..? ? ? ? ? g. The King's Son and the Ogress dlxxxi.To return to his sister Selma. She awaited him till the last of the day, but
he came not; and she awaited him a second day and a third and a fourth, yet there came no news of him, wherefore she wept and beat with her
hands on her breast and bethought her of her affair and her strangerhood and her brother's absence; and she recited the following verses:.5.
Noureddin Ali of Cairo and his Son Bedreddin Hassan xx.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? nb. Story of the Old Sharper dccccxl.Now this island is under the
Equinoctial line; its night is still twelve hours and its day the like. Its length is fourscore parasangs and its breadth thirty, and it is a great island,
stretching between a lofty mountain and a deep valley. This mountain is visible at a distance of three days' journey and therein are various kinds of
jacinths and other precious stones and metals of all kinds and all manner spice-trees, and its soil is of emery, wherewith jewels are wrought. In its
streams are diamonds, and pearls are in its rivers. (208) I ascended to its summit and diverted myself by viewing all the marvels therein, which are
such as beggar description; after which I returned to the king and sought of him permission to return to my own country. He gave me leave, after
great pressure, and bestowed on me abundant largesse from his treasuries. Moreover, he gave me a present and a sealed letter and said to me, 'Carry
this to the Khalif Haroun er Reshid and salute him for us with abundant salutation.' And I said, 'I hear and obey.'.? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of
Sindbad the Sailor.? ? ? ? ? j. The Enchanted Springs dcccclxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? I had not left you, had I known that severance would prove My death;
but what is past is past, Fate stoops to no control..It chanced one night that the king sallied forth without the city and drank and the wine got the
mastery of him and he became drunken. So, of the youth's fearfulness for him, he said, 'I will keep watch myself over the king this night, seeing
that he deserveth this from me, for that which he hath wrought with me of kindnesses.' So he arose forthright and drawing his sword, stationed
himself at the door of the king's pavilion. Now one of the royal servants saw him standing there, with the drawn sword in his hand, and he was of
those who envied him his favour with the king; so he said to him, 'Why dost thou on this wise at this season and in the like of this place?' Quoth the
youth, 'I am keeping watch over the king myself, in requital of his bounties to me.'.? ? ? ? ? "The glory's not in those whom raiment rich makes fair,
But those who still adorn the raiment that they wear.".Now the king had a brother, who envied him and would fain have been in his place; and
when he was weary of looking for his death and the term of his life seemed distant unto him, he took counsel with certain of his partisans and they
said, 'The vizier is the king's counsellor and but for him, there would be left the king no kingdom.' So the king's brother cast about for the ruin of
the vizier, but could find no means of accomplishing his design; and when the affair grew long upon him, he said to his wife, 'What deemest thou
will advantage us in this?' Quoth she, 'What is it?' And he replied, 'I mean in the matter of yonder vizier, who inciteth my brother to devoutness
with all his might and biddeth him thereto, and indeed the king is infatuated with his counsel and committeth to him the governance of all things
and matters.' Quoth she, 'Thou sayst truly; but how shall we do with him?' And he answered, 'I have a device, so thou wilt help me in that which I
shall say to thee.' Quoth she, 'Thou shall have my help in whatsoever thou desirest.' And he said, 'I mean to dig him a pit in the vestibule and
dissemble it artfully.'.109. Abdallah the Fisherman and Abdallah the Merman dccclxxvii.Presently, the vizier heard of the merchant's coming; so he
sent to him and let bring him to his house and talked with him awhile of his travels and of that which he had abidden therein, and the merchant
answered him thereof. Then said the vizier, 'I will put certain questions to thee, which if thou answer me, it will be well [for thee].' And the
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merchant rose and made him no answer. Quoth the vizier, 'What is the weight of the elephant?' The merchant was perplexed and returned him no
answer and gave himself up for lost. Then said he, 'Grant me three days' time.' So the vizier granted him the delay he sought and he returned to his
lodging and related what had passed to the old woman, who said, 'When the morrow cometh, go to the vizier and say to him, "Make a ship and
launch it on the sea and put in it an elephant, and when it sinketh in the water, [under the beast's weight], mark the place to which the water riseth.
Then take out the elephant and cast in stones in its place, till the ship sink to the mark aforesaid; whereupon do thou take out the stones and weigh
them and thou wilt know the weight of the elephant"'.18. Ardeshir and Heyat en Nufous ccclxiv.Ibrahim and his Son, Story of King, i. 138..? ? ? ? ?
Yet shall thou suffer that which I from thee have borne And with love's woes thy heart shall yet be mortified..Ishac entered, he and his company,
and seating themselves in the place of honour, amused themselves by looking on the slave-girls and mamelukes and watching how they were sold,
till the sale came to an end, when some of the folk went away and other some sat. Then said the slave-dealer, 'Let none sit with us except him who
buyeth by the thousand [dinars] and upwards.' So those who were present withdrew and there remained none but Er Reshid and his company;
whereupon the slave-dealer called the damsel, after he had caused set her a chair of fawwak, (170) furnished with Greek brocade, and it was as she
were the sun shining in the clear sky. When she entered, she saluted and sitting down, took the lute and smote upon it, after she had touched its
strings and tuned it, so that all present were amazed. Then she sang thereto the following verses:.Then said the prince to him, 'Make ready to go
with me to my country.' So he made ready and went with the prince till he drew near the frontiers of his father's kingdom, where the people
received him with the utmost honour and sent to acquaint his father with his son's coming. The king came out to meet him and they entreated the
goldsmith with honour. The prince abode awhile with his father, then set out, [he and the goldsmith] to return to the country of the fair one, the
daughter of the King of Hind; but there met him robbers by the way and he fought the sorest of battles and was slain. The goldsmith buried him and
marked his grave (229) and returned, sorrowing and distraught to his own country, without telling any of the prince's death..? ? ? ? ? But now unto
me of my loves accomplished are joyance and cheer And those whom I cherish my soul with the wine of contentment regale..And indeed, O my
brother, the night thou camest to me and we caroused together, I and thou, it was as if the Devil came to me and troubled me that night." "And who
is he, the Devil?" asked the Khalif. "He is none other than thou," answered Aboulhusn; whereat the Khalif smiled and sitting down by him, coaxed
him and spoke him fair, saying, "O my brother, when I went out from thee, I forgot [to shut] the door [and left it] open, and belike Satan came in to
thee." Quoth Aboulhusn, "Ask me not of that which hath betided me. What possessed thee to leave the door open, so that the Devil came in to me
and there befell me with him this and that?" And he related to him all that had befallen him, from first to last, aud there is no advantage in the
repetition of it; what while the Khalif laughed and hid his laughter..139. Khuzeimeh ben Bishr and Ikrimeh el Feyyas dclxxxii
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