
The Moods Of Ginger Mick

THE MOODS OF GINGER MICK
"How's something so delicious come from a fat, smelly, dirty, snorting old pig?".Instead, he focused on the hand in the flashlight beam: four long,

thin, chalk-white digits bent to the heel; thumb thrust up stiffly, as though Neddy hoped to hitchhike out of the Dumpster, out of death, and back to

his piano in the cocktail lounge on Nob Hill..Caught unaware by the joke, she laughed. "Well, I'm glad to know I'm good for something. Is there

maybe a special pie you'd like me to make today?".Because this kind of fictional fact, like maps of imaginary realms, is of real interest to some

readers, I include the description after the stories. I also redrew the geographical maps for this book, and while doing so, happily discovered a very

old one in the Archives in Havnor..This was better than taking slow deep breaths. Periodically, on the way to Vanadium's house, Junior spat out a

string of insults, punctuated by obscenities..Although Vanadium had been morally certain about the identity of his assailant, intuition without

evidence was not sufficient to stir the authorities into action-not against a man on whom the state and county had settled $4,250,000 in the matter of

his wife's mortal fall. They would appear either to be incompetent in the investigation of Naomi Cain's death or to be pursuing Enoch in the new

matter out of sheer vindictiveness. Without stacks of evidence, the political risks of acting on a policeman's instinct were too great..He thought he

heard the soft swoosh of knife-edge wings slicing the January air.  He dared not look up. More in his throat. The agony. Darkness poured into his

head, as if it were blood rising relentlessly from his flooded stomach and esophagus..If either of them suspected that she was lying, it was Edom.

He looked puzzled, but he didn't pursue the issue.."Mr. Cain, if he bothers you, would you want me to have his choke chain yanked?".At last Maria

answered Jacob's question in a murmur, making the f sign of the cross once more as she spoke. "Never saw four. Never even just I see three. But

four ... is to be the devil himself.".spades. Friday night, she had ripped the cards in thirds and had been carrying the twelve pieces with her since

then, waiting for this quiet Sunday evening..Or as her father often said, happily mocking his own rhetorical eloquence: "Brighten the comer where

you are, and you will light the world.".Without excellence, of course, there would be no civilization, no progress, no joy; and Agnes was surprised

that this sharp bur of her father's philosophy had stuck deep in her subconscious, prickling and worrying her unnecessarily. She'd thought that she

was entirely clean of his influence..The cop weighed too much to be carried any distance, the blanket proved effective, the decision to drag him was

wise, and the whole process was value neutral.."Wait," said Deed, holding out one hand either beseechingly or to block the door..The singular

beauty of San Francisco and the exquisite patina of its colorful history spoke to her heart and kindled in her such an unreasonable passion that she

sometimes wondered, at least half seriously, if she had spent other lives here. Often, streets were wondrously familiar to her the first time that she

set foot on them. Certain great houses, dating from the late 1800s and early 1900s, inspired her to imagine elegant parties thrown.The guesswork of

a wizard is close to knowledge, though he may not know what it is he knows. The first sign of Otter's gift, when he was two or three years old, was

his ability to go straight to anything lost, a dropped nail, a mislaid tool, as soon as he understood the word for it. And as a boy one of his dearest

pleasures had been to go alone out into the countryside and wander along the lanes or over the hills, feeling through the soles of his bare feet and

throughout his body the veins of water underground, the lodes and knots of ore, the lay and interfolding of the kinds of rock and earth. It was as if

he walked in a great building, seeing its passages and rooms, the descents to airy caverns, the glimmer of branched silver in the walls; and as he

went on, it was as if his body became the body of earth, and he knew its arteries and organs and muscles as his own. This power had been a delight

to him as a boy. He had never sought any use for it. It had been his secret..From the bathroom, Junior gathered an electric razor and toiletries. He

added these to the suitcases..Nothing in his reading offered a satisfactory explanation for what had been happening to him. None of the women

filled the hole in his heart, and all of the Bartholomews were harmless. Only the needlepoint offered any satisfaction, but though Junior was proud

of his craftsmanship, he knew that a grown man couldn't find fulfillment in stitchery alone..Leaving the engine running and the heater on, he got

out of the car, leaned back inside, said, "Better lock up while I'm gone," and then closed his door.."Pie, pie, pie, pie, pie, pie, pie, pie," Barty

repeated in the same tone of self-satisfied delight that he used when announcing "Barty potty.".Agnes at last relented. "Someday, you're going to

have to learn to relax, Maria.".Soon he dispensed with picture books and progressed to short novels for more accomplished readers, and then

rapidly to books meant for young adults. Tom Swift adventures and Nancy Drew mysteries captivated him through the summer and early

autumn..Celestina almost begged off, almost told him that she had no interest in whatever curiosity of medicine or physiology he might have

witnessed. The only miracle that would have mattered, Phimie's survival, had not been granted.."Be quiet, sugarpie," she said, crossing the

bedroom to the door, which stood only slightly ajar..The kitchen door stood open and full of light, but he missed it by two feet. He felt along the

back wall of the house, discovered the door casing and then the opening, probed with the cane for the threshold, and stepped into the

doorway..When Agnes was surprised to discover that Barty's name had been inspired by the reverend's famous sermon, Paul was startled. He had

heard "This Momentous Day" on its first broadcast, and learning that it would be rerun three weeks later by popular demand, he'd urged Joey to

listen. Joey had heard it on Sunday, the second of January, 1965-just four days before the birth of his son..A flicker of complacency showed in

Otters tired, battered young face. "No," he said. "I don't think anybody can."."What room has Mrs. Lombardi been moved to?" she asked. "I'd like

to ... to see her before I go.".Lipscomb women gladly obey the wishes of Lipscomb men-unless they disagree, of course, or don't disagree but are

just feeling mulish..A pang of regret pierced her, that her boy's precocity should deny him this fine fantasy, as her morose father had denied it to

her. "He's real," she asserted..AFTER UNDERGOING TESTS for brain tumors or lesions, to ascertain whether his seizure of violent emesis might,
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in fact, have a physical cause, Junior was returned to his hospital room shortly before noon..In the execution, he was likewise scrupulous, for he

didn't want the grownups to see what Angel saw; he preferred they believe it was sleight of hand-or magic. After the usual moves, he briefly closed

his right hand around the coin, then with a snap of his wrist, flung it at Angel, simultaneously distracting with flourishes aplenty..slow breaths, and

then she pointed at the windshield. "The hospital's that way.".The end of his quest was near, so near, the right Bartholomew almost within 'mullet

range. He was furious with Neddy Gnathic for possibly screwing this up..When the two vertical panes of the casement window were still less than

seven inches apart, they stuttered. The mechanism produced a dismal grinding rasp that sounded like a guttural pronunciation of the problem itself,

c-c-c-corrosion, and seized up..As the nurse gave Junior the injection, Parkhurst said, "You're an exceptionally sensitive man, Enoch. That's a

quality to be much admired in an often unfeeling world. But in your current condition, your sensitivity is your worst enemy.".'Miss White," he

continued, still facing the window, "not long before you arrived in surgery this morning, your sister died on the table. We hadn't delivered the baby

yet, and perhaps couldn't have done so, by cesarean, in time to prevent brain damage, so for both the sake of the mother and child, heroic efforts

were made to bring Phimie back and ensure continued circulation to the fetus until we could extract it."."Salt water would be too cumbersome

anyway. He'd have to drink a lot of it shortly before he heaved, but he was surrounded by cops with good reason to keep an eye on him. Does

ipecac come in capsule form?".the floor, on a silk-covered pillow filled with goose down. With a sigh " he assumed the lotus position: spine

straight, legs crossed, hands at rest with the palms up..Kathleen and Nolly shifted their attention to Tom's clenched left hand, although the quarter

could not possibly have traveled from one fist to the other..He placed a hand on her shoulder. "Don't beat up on yourself She's come this far. And

though I don't know the hospital in Oregon, I doubt the level of care would equal what she'll receive here.".She looked around the room. "He's

invisible like the Cheshire cat?" "His whole world is as real as ours, but we can't see it, and people in his world can't see us. There're millions and

millions of worlds all here in the same place and invisible to one another, where we keep getting chance after chance to live a good life and do the

right thing.".Hound was sorry for him. "You know, if it was Gelluk questioning you, he'd have everything you know out of you just with a word or

two, and your wits with it. I've seen what old Whiteface leaves behind when he asks questions. Listen, can you work with the wind at all?".It could

only be made better by the presence of her parents. They had planned to fly down to San Francisco this morning, but late yesterday, a parishioner

and close friend had died. A minister and his wife sometimes had duties to the flock that superseded all else..Leaving the children under the tree,

Tom returned to the house to phone the police..Junior raised his voice even further: "In those old movies, the Little Rascals.".Of course, there was

no possibility whatsoever of 'drawing four identical jacks from combined decks that had been exquisitely manipulated and meticulously arranged

by a master mechanic-unless the effect of the jacks was intended, which in this case it was not. The odds couldn't be calculated because it could

never happen. No element of chance was involved here. The cards in that stack should have been as predictably ordered-to Jacob-as were the

numbered pages in a book..He gently drew the covers over his wife's ruined body, to her thin shoulders, but arranged her right arm on top of the

blankets. He straightened and smoothed the folded-back flap of the top sheet..Unobtrusively, Junior followed the musician across the large front

room, but by an indirect arc, using the babbling bourgeoisie for cover..Like a spring-loaded novelty snake erupting from a can, Junior exploded up

from the chair, nearly knocking it over.."Good heavens, Vinnie, I know that," she assured him as she lifted Barty-hardly bigger than a bag of

sugar-from the bassinet. She settled with the baby into a rocking chair..He drove his yellow-and-white 1955 Ford Country Squire station wagon.

He'd bought the car with some of the last money he earned in the years when he had been able to hold a job, before his ... problem..The reverend

made the first toast, speaking so softly that his tremulous words seemed to bloom in Celestina's mind and heart rather than to fall upon her ears. "To

gentle Phimie, who is with God.".just as Sinatra broke into song again, Junior thought he heard a footstep on the wood floor of the hallway, and the

creak of a board. The music masked the sounds of the visitor's approach if, indeed, he was approaching..Even without the dangling cigarette and

without the cynical sneer, Nolly had an air of toughness worthy of Sam Spade, largely because the face that nature had given him was a splendid

disguise for the sentimental sweetie who lived behind it. With his bull neck, with his strong hands, with his shirt-sleeves rolled up to expose his

lovely hairy forearms, he made a properly intimidating impression: as if Humphrey Bogart, Sydney Greenstreet, and Peter Lorre had been put in a

blender and then poured into one suit..If the state police did get involved, and even if they found evidence that the accident was staged, they would

most likely point the finger of blame at the man for whom Victoria had been preparing dinner..Someone named Bartholomew had adopted

Seraphim's son and named the boy after himself Junior applied the patience learned through meditation to the task at hand, and instinctively, he

soon evolved a motivating mantra that continuously cycled through his mind while he studied the telephone directories: Find the father, kill the

son..Deciding that he didn't need an exit line, Junior headed toward the service road and his Suburban..After examining Barty, Dr. Schurr sent them

to the hospital for further tests. There they spent the rest of the day, except for an hour break during which they ate lunch in a burger joint.."My

little girl," she said, and belatedly she realized that this might not be a policeman, after all, but someone trying to determine if she and Angel were

alone in the apartment..madness or a brilliant deductive insight: Naomi, the hateful bitch, she poisoned me!.Pecan cakes, cinnamon custard pies

boxed in insulated coolers, gifts wrapped with bright paper and glittery ribbons. Agnes Lampion made deliveries to those friends who were on her

list of the needful, but also to friends who were blessed with plenty. The sight of each beloved face, each embrace, each kiss, each smile, each

cheerfully spoken "Merry Christmas" at every stop fortified her heart for the sad task awaiting her when all gifts were given..Her metal hands were

still crossed defensively over her breasts. The artist had welded large hexagonal nuts to her rake-tine fingers to suggest knuckles, and balanced on
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one nut was a fourth quarter..The sill was about four and a half feet off the lavatory floor. With both hands, Junior levered himself onto it..In a state

of wonderment that was laced with dread rather than delight, he looked up from the quarter, seeking an explanation from Vanadium, expecting to

see that anaconda smile..The station wagon rolled out, the Volkswagen bus followed it, and Wally brought up the rear. "Wagons, ho!" he

announced. The morning that it happened, Barty ate breakfast in the Lampion kitchen with Angel, Uncle Jacob, and two brainless friends..The

detective shrugged. "The girl might've had her baby at a third rate hospital, one with poor control of patients' records and a less professional staff.

Or the kid might have been placed for adoption through some baby brokerage in it strictly for the money. Then there would've been opportunities to

learn something. But as soon as I discovered it was St. Mary's, I knew we were screwed."."There's lots of places where I don't have bad eyes at all.

And then lots of places where I have it worse or don't have it as bad, but still have it some.".Three times, the singing faded away, but twice, just

when he thought that she had finished, she began to croon again. The third time, the silence lasted..He was uncomfortable, achy, thirsty, but he

remained utterly still and observant. After a while, he realized that the sense of oppression with which he'd awakened was not entirely a

psychological symptom: Something heavy lay across his abdomen. And it was cold-so cold, in fact, that it had numbed his middle to the extent that

he hadn't immediately felt the chill of it. Shivers coursed through him. He clenched his jaws to prevent his teeth from chattering and thereby

alerting the man in the chair. Although he never took his eyes off the comer, Junior became preoccupied with trying to puzzle out what was draped

across his midsection. The mysterious observer made him sufficiently nervous that he couldn't order his thoughts as well as usual, and the effort to

prevent the shivers from shaking a sound out of him only further interfered with his ability to reason. The longer that he was unable to identify the

frigid object, the more alarmed he became. He almost cried out when into his mind oozed an image of Naomi's dead body, now past the whitest

shade of pale, as gray as the faint light at the window and turning pale green in a few places, and cold, all the heat of life gone from her flesh,

which was not yet simmering with any of the heat of decomposition that would soon enliven it again..Oblivious that she and Barty had become the

center of attention, Angel said, "Does he ever get the quarters back?".When the old man died and Agnes inherited the property, the three of them

played cards in the backyard for the first time on the day of his funeral, played openly rather than in secret, almost giddy with freedom. Eventually,

when Agnes fell in love and married, Joey Lampion joined their card games, and thereafter, Jacob and Edom enjoyed a greater sense of family than

they had ever known before..Because the upper part of the hospital bed was somewhat raised, he didn't have to lift his head from the pillow to study

the corner where the phantom waited. He peered beyond the IV rack, past the foot of the.folded over his too-tight shirt collar, and with a second

chin more prominent than.Halfway home, he heard sirens and saw the beacons of approaching emergency vehicles. He pulled the Suburban to the

side of the road and watched as two fire trucks passed, followed by an ambulance..Vanadium was dead. Pounded with pewter and sunk in a flooded

quarry. Gone forever..Crouching beside the boy as he rubbed a brighter shine onto the granite, Agnes said, "Barty, honey, why are you ....Agnes

delighted in their conversations. Barty was far ahead of the language learning curve for his age, but he was still a child, and his observations were

filled with innocence and charm. "You mean your cold is like in your nose but not in your feet?".Later, after they finished eating but were still

sitting at the table over coffee, the conversation turned solemn, although for the moment, the subject wasn't the late Harrison White. How long the

two women and the girl must hide out, when and where they would be able to resume lives as normal as might still be possible for them: These

were the issues of the moment..In the six weeks since conception, she must have missed at least one menstrual period. She hadn't complained of

morning sickness, but surely she'd experienced it. It was highly unlikely that she'd been unaware of her condition..She bit her lower lip, held her

breath, repressed the sob that sought release, and said, "I know.".During the rest of that first year, he walked to Palm Springs and back, a round trip

of more than two hundred miles, and north to Santa Barbara..The roses filling the countersunk vases in the comers of Joey's gravestone were not

Edom-grown, but they were Edom-bought. He had visited the florist himself, personally selecting each bloom from the inventory in the cooler; but

he didn't have the courage to accompany Agnes and Barty to the grave.."Evidence suggests Vanadium killed a woman here, a nurse at the hospital.

Lover's quarrel, perhaps. He set her house on fire with her body in it, to cover his tracks, but he must have realized they would still finger him, so

he lit out.".He wanted to fling it into the graveyard, send it spinning far into the darkness..Switching on the windshield wipers, Joey said, "That's

the first time I've ever heard you admit that either of your brothers is odd.".Outside, Celestina took Angel's hand as they descended the front steps

to the street..Tom Vanadium checked the small wastebasket next to the sink and discovered a wad of bloody Kleenex. The crumpled wrappers from

two Band-Aids.."It's an uncommon reaction," the physician acknowledged, "but not so uncommon as to be rare.".Already, he was up two hours

past his bedtime. In recent months, he'd exhibited the more erratic sleeping habits of older children. Some nights, he seemed to possess the

circadian rhythms of owls and bats; after being sluggish all day, he suddenly became alert and energetic at dusk wanting to read long past

midnight..Agnes was grateful for the speed with which these arrangements were made, but she was also disturbed. Chan's expeditious management

of Barty's case resulted in part from his friendship with Joshua, but an urgency arose, as well, during his examination of the boy, from a suspicion

that he remained reluctant to put into words. Dr. Morley Schurr, the oncologist, who had offices in a building near Hoag Hospital, proved to be tall

and portly, although otherwise much like Franklin Chan: kind, calm, and confident..The dear man cried and kissed her scars and told her that she

was as beautiful as any woman alive. They stood then for a while, embracing, his hands upon her back, her breasts against his chest, and twice they

kissed, but almost chastely, before she put on her blouse again..Agnes found this turn of events amazing, amusing, ironic-and a little sad. She

would have dearly loved to teach the boy to read and write, to see his knowledge and competence slowly flower under her care. Although she fully
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supported Barty's exploration of his gifts, and although she was proud of his astounding achievements, she felt that his swift advancement was

robbing her of some of the shared joy of his childhood, even though he remained in so many ways a child..Yet his heart slammed hard and heavy

against his confining ribs, and fear stippled the nape of his neck.."Money's no object. I can afford whatever you'd like to charge. And I'd be a

diligent student.".Even on good days, when he wasn't hassled by the spirits of dead cops and wasn't prepping himself to commit murder, Junior

sometimes grew uncomfortable in these bustling crowds. This afternoon, he felt especially claustrophobic as he shouldered through the throng-and

admittedly paranoid, too..Not incidentally, the project served as a vehicle by which some older citizens, in financial crisis, could receive money in a

way that spared their dignity, gave them hope, and repaired their damaged self esteem. Agnes asked Obadiah to enrich the project by accepting a

one year grant to record the story of his life with the help of the head librarian..Agnes ran to the kitchen, where she had been working when the

doorbell rang, packing boxes of groceries to be delivered with the honey-raisin pear pies that she and Jacob had baked this morning.."He's an

attorney, and this grieving husband comes to him with a big liability case. There's money to be made.".holding hands as they watched John Wayne

in The Searchers, David Niven in Around the World in 80 Days. They were so young then, sure they would live forever, and they were still young

now, but for one of them, forever had arrived..and humble. They managed to worry up tuition for art school, but  Celestina worked as a waitress to

pay for her studio apartment and  other needs..Odder yet, the pianist had studied him with a keen interest that was inexplicable, since they were

essentially strangers. When caught staring, he'd appeared rattled, turning away quickly, eager to avoid further contact.."Maybe he could if he was

able to lift it, but I couldn't throw a pig or an Oreo or anything else into any other place. It's just not something I know how to do.".For a while,

Celestina had worried that the girl was slower to walk than other children, slower to talk, and slower to develop her vocabulary, even though

Celestina read aloud to her from storybooks every day. Then, during the past six months, Angel had caught up in a rush though she traveled a road

somewhat different from what the childrearing books described. Her first word was mama, which was fairly standard, but her second was blue,

which for a while came out "boo." At three, an average child would be doing exceptionally well to identify four colors; Angel could name eleven,

including black and white, because she was able routinely to differentiate pink from red, and purple from blue..Each booth was at a large window,

and each window provided a view of the street. Vanadium wasn't out there, watching from the sidewalk, either: no glimpse of his pan-flat face

shining in the December sun.
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