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Once there was a poor man named Amos. He had nothing but his bright red hair, fast fingers, quick.worthy to be a princess.".;'I suppose we just
guessed lucky, sir.".Saturday, the 23rd, I had three. A knifing in a bar on Pico, a shooting in a rooming house on Irolo,.I see her stagger slightly. I
don't think I am feeding her too much too fast, but mute another pair of."Why," said Jack, "I am a prince because I am worthy to be a prince, and
with me is a woman."Good," said Amos. "So one third of your magic mirror has been found. Tomorrow evening I go off for the second piece.
Would you like to come with me?".Song Sue Lee was on her knees, examining one of the hundreds of short, stiff spikes extruding from the ground.
She tried to scratch her head but was frustrated by her helmet..her arms, then used one hand to hold it while she began pinning it in place. The poly
turned a bright.company as much as yours.".Hinda's hand went to her mouth..Hinda was sitting on a low straw bed, and beside her, his head in her
lap, lay a man. The man was.upset knowing I was here out of my time. So when you take her to lunch today, please don't mention you.the direction
of the couple chained together on the blue settee..All six had the same blood group.."Lots of people make money playing gin.".The sailors gathered
on the deck of the ship just as the sun began to set, and the grey man put one.middle..chipping letters painted on the glass against the wall in front
of me. BERT MALLORY Confidential.John Varley.maintained by magic, would have been blown out. The sound of the great wing feathers
clashing against.She stirred in my arms. I felt a ripple of tension in her body. She lifted her head and kissed me hard. I.David (or Murray) was about
twenty-five, redheaded, and freckled. He had a slim, muscular body.Four black bearers had appeared, bearing a long black palanquin. They
proceeded to set it down directly before the gate. I knew from its length that here was no ordinary wealthy merchant, but I was unprepared for the
personage who presently stepped out and stood gazing at the Project with black blazing eyes. Those eyes burned right through Ike and Eli and Dan
and me, as though we weren't even there, then swept upward, absorbing the entire Project with a single glance. It dawned on me finally, as I took in
the small gold crown nestled in the black ringleted hair, the flared eyebrows, the fierce nostrils and the defiant jaw, that I was looking at the
King..talk and drink and laugh, and sometimes sing. Amos would sit quietly and listen?and always win at."They died out I know that much. People,
we're not intrepid space explorers anymore. We're not the career men and women we set out to be. Like it or not, and I suggest we start liking it,
we're pioneers trying to live in a hostile environment. The odds are very much against us, and we're not going to be here forever, but like Matt said,
we'd better plan as if we were. Comment?".He stood up and went in the bathroom. The light came on and I heard water running. The thing sat
in."Gwendolyn?"."My God!" I could see her feet and, by rolling onto my back, look up at her rising above me toward the beams of the room, but I
could not move. My head seemed nailed to the floor. The knife gleamed in her hand. "Selene," I called. "I can't reach her. Help me.".automatic
machinery. The inner door opened and Lang pushed forward?and right back into the airlock..Thomas M. Disch for "The Man Who Had No Idea"
Robert F. Young for "Project Hi-Rise" Samuel R. Delany for "Prismattca"."Yeah, I was working on a story, but I'd rather play gin.'' He grinned,
open and artless. "If I could make money playing gin, I wouldn't write.".slim and naked and dark. His hair was long and straight and came to his
shoulders. The hunter could not.computer facilities is running 42 percent over budget Remember that the Megalo Corporation is not in.There was
only a short line, and in a moment he was standing in front of the box office window. "Ring?" the window asked. He looked at the price list
"Second," he said, and slid his Master Charge into the appropriate slot. "License, please," said the window, winking an arrow that pointed at
another slot. He inserted his license into the other slot, a bell went ding, and miraJ He was inside Party-land, ascending the big blue escalator up to
his first first-hand experience of direct, interactive personal communication. Not a classroom exercise, not a therapy session, not a job briefing, not
an ecumenical agape, but an honest-to-god conversation, spontaneous, unstructured, and all his own..I've got to admit, though, that before I yelled
my nay I had a bad moment. I'm still not sure I did right. Suppose the Company Representative was telling the truth and the Project really is for the
benefit of common people like ourselves? If that's so, then we aren't acting in our own best interests at all; we're just pulling the rug out from under
our own feet..the less hardy, air-breathing varieties to come. They would warm the soil and bring the water closer to.sailor with a wooden leg, I
used to play jackstraws with. When he would go upstairs to his room in the.shadowy shape beside him. Only a few hours until morning, he told
himself. And in the morning, the.Fairbanks, looks pretty primitive in places but also has some special effects that can still awe.
Alexander.America? Ever?"."Oh, all kinds." He shrugged. "Fantasy mostly.".The captain glares at me and balls his meaty hands into fists. I tense in
expectation of blows which do not fall. Instead, he shakes his head emphatically and turns to the Intermediaries, "This is ridk-ulons. Thoroughly
ridiculous.".The crowd roars back. The filling begins. I cut in four more low-level tracks.."How is our friend doing?" Amos asked the prince,
pointing to the bundle of blankets in the corner..When I was through with my talk and with the question-and-answer session, I sang "Randali's
Song" in my most resonant baritone and absolutely brought the house down..He gave me a cheerful, if slightly strained, smile. "Oh, sure. I'm all
right I'll be fine in the morning.".answers when his chair reared up, god bless it, and bore him off toward . . . Would it be the couple.haven't got too
many years left where you can make good money by just gettin' it up..Beagle's case) the nostalgic wistfulness which belongs to fantasy per se
rather than the publisher's.must guard against..Picket duty wasn't as bad as I thought it would be. There's been some talk about the Company hiring
scabs, but I guess that's all h is ?talk. Anyway, nobody tried to get in. Not that they'd have succeeded if they had. The setup is ideal for picketing.
You'd almost.series of steps. We kept right on his heels. It was at this point that I noticed be was mumbling something."We had our first formal
meeting with the Chinese yesterday, and we've already made our first official decision." He glanced at the replica of the star-robot probe again.
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"SP3 now has a name. It has been named after a goddess of Chinese mythology whom we have adopted as a fitting patroness: Kuan-yln--the
goddess who brings children. Let us hope that she watches over her children well in the years to come."."Ashes?" I say, unsure how to respond.
Humor her. "Sure.**.And what of multicellular animals?.keep the dome buoyed aloft I imagine the Central Arena drifting away like that floating
city they want to.It'd make a nice educational toy for a child, though. I took it apart into twenty or thirty pieces, put it back.KU, Old Man: You were
right as to the reaction of our President and Comptroller. The old stuff.They looked at the floor. Then Jack got down on his hands and knees and
looked under the cot. "There's a trap door there," he whispered to Amos, "and somebody's knocking.".that will be both precise and compact. If
vivid be added thereunto, fine?what else is good style? Hence."Ten," he insisted. "Ten is a lot".my crown, lying dressed as you see me now in a
green meadow. In my pocket was a map that told me.I do so and the tech is satisfied with the results. "That ought to do it," he says. "I'll get back to
you later." He breaks off the circuit. All checks are done; there's nothing now on the circuits but a background scratch like insects climbing over
old newspapers. She will not allow me to be exhausted /or long..father. I requested a window table at the Beta Cygnus, where we could get some
coffee and rest while.153.The Best from F & SF, #23 Copyright ? 1976,1977,1978, 1979,1980 by Mercury Press, Inc..There was another twisting
of the facial features. Amanda, her voice rising, said, "You can't do this, Selene. You're cheating.".No sweat. That was a laugh. All he'd done since
he got here was sweat. Patrolling the plantation at.AMIS' Hell of New Maps.For one of the two was Amos, wearing the top half of the costume of
the Prince of the Far Rainbow, minus a little green patch from the sleeve and a strip from the crimson cape; he had stood [ behind some bushes so
the grey man could not see his less colorful I pants. The other was Prince Jack himself, wearing the bottom of the F costume, minus the white
leather boot; he had stood behind a low-I hanging branch so the grey man had not been able to see him from | the waist up..my head is killing
me.".At home he spent the holidays experimenting with commercial adhesives in various strengths. He.After all, a human being is more than his
genes. Your clone is the result of your nucleus being placed."Now don't be like that. Treason is a necessary part of the job, the way that handling
trash cans is a part of being a garbage man. Some poets go to a great deal of trouble to disguise their treacheries; my inclination is to be up-front
and betray everyone right from the start".he would like to clear this little matter up before proceeding further with the.The tech's voice is aghast.
"Are you out of your mind, Rob? I've got a ninety-five here?damned.In the sky the clouds swirled and bumped each other, trying to upset the
rain..reflection but the face of a young woman. "I'm afraid," she said cheerfully, "that you shall never be able to.I did not like that idea, either, but
... "What else can we do? Shall I lie to Amanda and hate you for."That is not her name, but no matter." Mama shook her head.."You mean identify
the solvent these things use? Probably, if we can get some sort of work space.The heat was stifling, worse than anything he could remember. Even
Moises was gasping for air as he.figure a way out of this thing. Let them handle it." Absurd, absurd, I know how absurd the suggestion
is."Desmond?".what are we talking about here? Evolution, or ... or engineering? Is it the plants themselves that did this,.She went on like that,
whispering about creatures half-serpent and half-human, with bodies cold to the touch, limbs that could writhe in boneless contortion to squeeze the
breath from a man and crush him fike the coils of a giant constrictor. She spoke of forked tongues, of voices hissing forth from mouths yawning
incredibly wide on movable jawbones. And she might have gone on, but Nolan stopped her now; his head was throbbing with weariness..version,
Burn Witch, Bum, which has become a sort of minor classic..In a house in Cleveland, a man watches his brother-in-law in the next room, who is
watching his wife.Would I want to?."No!" Amanda jumped up, clutching her shawl around her with white-knuckled hands. "She'd
only.area..Wednesday morning I made a dozen phone calls. Of the nine victims I knew about, I was able to find.Amanda was still very quiet when I
took the lease in to her. I offered her myself and my runabout to move her luggage from the cabletrain station. She accepted, and while we
collected the luggage, including a huge trunk that almost filled the car, I did my best to be kind and amusing. Finally, she started glowing again. I
left her with the key, my telephone number, and a warning that, since the cabins on either side of her for some distance were empty, she should
keep her doors locked. I also promised to call her the next day to see if she needed anything.."What can you do?" he asked, figuratively..alone.."Say
again?" I say. "Interference. Repeat, please."."Hell, no," she says. "A mountain zephyr can't scare me off."."Now where is the mirror?" asked
Amos, looking around.."That's enough," he said. "I thank you for your concern.".103.Lots of luck..So in fact he hadn't passed the exam. Or maybe
he had. He'd never find out..our faces. The door swings open. The door swings open. The door swings open forever before we finally.Of the
feminine sex.dioxide freeze out at the poles, then comes out when enough ice melts to permit biological processes. We.the map..10. A poem giving
an eyewitness account of something awful happening hi Arizona, in February..The three scientists allowed their studies to slide as it became more
important to provide for the."I won't take that as your final decision," he said. "As you know, we'll be here six months. If at the end of that time any
of you want to go, you're still citizens of Earth."."We'll never catch her then!" Nolan gripped Moises? shoulder. "Don't you understand? She's
taken.You should have insisted on dinner last night. Playing hostess for the Senator never included kitchen duty. Help Mandy get a meal
subscription..Martian exploration where the first expedition had left off and, incidentally, to recover the remains of the.again. I left her with the
key, my telephone number, and a warning that, since the cabins on either side of.I raised my brows. "That's dedication."."On your G-47 form you
say you spend a lot of time at Partyland and similar speakeasies. I realize."I won't take that as your final decision," he said. "As you know, we'll be
here six months. If at the."These 'fruit' are full of compressed gas," he told them. "We have to open up another, carefully this time. I'm almost afraid
to say what gas I think it is, but I have a hunch that our problems are solved.".The back of his shirt was churning. The scream continued, hurting
my ears. Rips appeared in the shirt and a small misshapen arm poked out briefly. I could only stare, frozen. The shirt was ripped to shreds. Two
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arms, a head, a torso came through. The whole thing ripped its way out and fell onto the couch beside the boy. Its face was twisted, tortured, and its
mouth kept opening and closing with the screams. Its eyes looked uncomprehendingly about. It pulled itself along with its arms, dragging its
useless legs, its spine obviously broken. It fell off the couch and flailed about on the floor..55.His eyes dropped and he was silent for a moment "I
want to tell you. But I don't know how without you thinking I'm a monster."."I'm afraid I-have to say they're a liability. Lucy will be needing extra
food during her pregnancy, and afterward, and it will be an extra mouth to feed. We can't afford the strain on our resources." Lang said nothing,
waiting to hear from McKillian..flow of conversation and make it seem so natural couldn't be all wrong..court on Las Palmas, or not far away..The
North Wind mumbled and groaned around the darkness for a while and at last said, "Very well..*Tm freezing and I'm icy and I'm chilling. . . .".A:
Simak, Pohl, Spinrad and Sturgeon.123.I fell head over heels just four evenings ago With a girl that I'm sure you all know,.charger. The
Lunamere's main attraction in winter was that it froze over, making sixteen kilometers of ice.Well curry your princess-turned-frogs,.I got back in
bed and pulled the sheet up to my waist, leaning beside her against the headboard. "I.For one of the two was Amos, wearing the top half of the
costume of the Prince of the Far Rainbow,.The MacKinnons introduced themselves. His name was Jason. Hers was Michelle. They lived quite."Sir,
I'll ask her, but I don't think shell come. This is still her operation, you know." He didn't give.241
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