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92. The Foolish Schoolmaster cccciii.? ? ? ? ? Ye know I'm passion-maddened, racked with love and languishment, Yet ye torment me, for to you

'tis pleasing to torment..Moreover, he gave her a complete suit of clothes and raising his head to her, said, "When thou toldest me that which

Mariyeh had done with thee, God rooted out the love of her from my heart, and never again will she occur to my mind; so extolled be the perfection

of Him who turneth hearts and eyes! It was she who was the cause of my coming out from Yemen, and now the time is past for which I engaged

with my people and I fear lest my father levy his troops and come forth in quest of me, for that he hath no child other than myself and cannot brook

to be parted from me; and on like wise is it with my mother." When the nurse heard his words, she said to him, "O my lord, and which of the kings

is thy father?" "My father is El Aziz, lord of Yemen and Nubia and the Islands (91) of the Benou Kehtan and the Two Noble Sanctuaries (92) (God

the Most High have them in His keeping!)," answered El Abbas; "and whenas he taketh horse, there mount with him an hundred and twenty and

four thousand horsemen, all smiters with the sword, let alone attendants and servants and followers, all of whom give ear unto my word and obey

my commandment." "Why, then, O my lord," asked the nurse, "didst thou conceal the secret of thy rank and lineage and passedst thyself off for a

wayfarer? Alas for our disgrace before thee by reason of our shortcoming in rendering thee thy due! What shall be our excuse with thee, and thou

of the sons of the kings?" But he rejoined, "By Allah, thou hast not fallen short! Nay, it is incumbent on me to requite thee, what while I live,

though I be far distant from thee.".My secret is disclosed, the which I strove to hide, iii. 89..? ? ? ? ? Unto me the world's whole gladness is thy

nearness and thy sight; All incumbent thy possession and thy love a law of right..The Ninth Day.Meanwhile, El Abbas betook himself to his

father's camp, which was pitched in the Green Meadow, by the side of the Tigris, and none might make his way between the tents, for the much

interlacement of the tent-ropes. When the prince reached the first of the tents, the guards and servants came out to meet him from all sides and

escorted him till he drew near the sitting-place of his father, who knew of his coming. So he issued forth of his pavilion and coming to meet his

son, kissed him and made much of him. Then they returned together to the royal pavilion and when they had seated themselves and the guards had

taken up their station in attendance on them, the king said to El Abbas, "O my son, make ready thine affair, so we may go to our own land, for that

the folk in our absence are become as they were sheep without a shepherd." El Abbas looked at his father and wept till he swooned away, and when

he recovered from his swoon, he improvised and recited the following verses:.An if my substance fail, no one there is will succour me, i. 6..? ? ? ? ?

Whenas its jar was opened, the singers prostrate fell In worship of its brightness, it shone so wonder-clear..? ? ? ? ? An you'd of evil be quit, look

that no evil yon do; Nay, but do good, for the like God will still render to you..Nor," added the vizier, "is this, O king of the age, more

extraordinary or stranger than the story of the king and his chamberlain's wife; nay, the latter is rarer than this and more delightsome.".Then the

thieves addressed themselves to sharing their booty and presently fell out concerning a sword that was among the spoil, who should take it. Quoth

the captain, 'Methinks we were better prove it; so, if it be good, we shall know its worth, and if it be ill, we shall know that.' And they said, 'Try it

on this dead man, for he is fresh.' So the captain took the sword and drawing it, poised it and brandished it; but, when Er Razi saw this, he made

sure of death and said in himself, 'I have borne the washing and the boiling water and the pricking with the knife and the grave and its straitness and

all this [beating], trusting in God that I might be delivered from death, and [hitherto] I have been delivered; but, as for the sword, I may not brook

that, for but one stroke of it, and I am a dead man.'.Then said the Khalif to her, "I lie and my eunuch lieth, and thou liest and thy waiting-woman

lieth; so methinks we were best go, all four of us together, that we may see which of us telleth the truth." Quoth Mesrour, "Come, let us go, that I

may put this ill-omened old woman to shame (37) and deal her a sound drubbing for her lying." And she answered him, saying, "O dotard, is thy

wit like unto my wit? Indeed, thy wit is as the hen's wit." Mesrour was incensed at her words and would have laid violent hands on her, but the

Lady Zubeideh warded him off from her and said to him, "Her sooth-fastness will presently be distinguished from thy sooth-fastness and her

leasing from thy leasing.".? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dlvi.Tuhfet el Culoub and Er Reshid, ii. 203..? ? ? ? ? a. The Mouse

and the Flea cli.? ? ? ? ? Sure God shall yet, in pity, reknit our severed lives, Even as He did afflict me with loneness after thee..Ye chide at one

who weepeth for troubles ever new, iii. 30..When they knew that there was left him no estate that the king might covet, they feared lest he be

brought to release him, by the incidence of the vizier's [good] counsel upon the king's heart, and he return to his former case, so should their plots

be marred and their ranks degraded, for that they knew that the king would have need of that which he had known from that man nor would forget

that wherewith he was familiar in him. Now it befell that a certain man of corrupt purpose (78) found a way to the perversion of the truth and a

means of glozing over falsehood and adorning it with a semblance of fair-seeming and there proceeded from him that wherewith the hearts of the

folk were occupied, and their minds were corrupted by his lying tales; for that he made use of Indian subtleties and forged them into a proof for the

denial of the Maker, the Creator, extolled be His might and exalted be He! Indeed, God is exalted and magnified above the speech of the deniers.

He avouched that it is the planets (79) that order the affairs of all creatures and he set down twelve mansions to twelve signs [of the Zodiac] and

made each sign thirty degrees, after the number of the days of the month, so that in twelve mansions there are three hundred and threescore

[degrees], after the number of the days of the year; and he wrought a scheme, wherein he lied and was an infidel and denied [God]. Then he got

possession of the king's mind and the enviers and haters aided him against the vizier and insinuated themselves into his favour and corrupted his

counsel against the vizier, so that he suffered of him that which he suffered and he banished him and put him away..? ? ? ? ? Leave rhyming,
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madman that thou art, lest, bound upon the cross, Thou thy presumption in the stead of abjectness repent..83. The Woman's Trick against her

Husband cccxciii.? ? ? ? ? My friends have not accustomed me to rigour; for, of old, When I forsook them, they to seek accord did not

disdain..There came one day an old woman [to the stuff-market], with a casket of precious workmanship, containing trinkets, and she was

accompanied by a damsel great with child. The old woman sat down at the shop of a draper and giving him to know that the damsel was with child

by the prefect of police of the city, took of him, on credit, stuffs to the value of a thousand dinars and deposited with him the casket as security.

[She opened the casket and] showed him that which was therein; and he found it full of trinkets [apparently] of price; [so he trusted her with the

goods] and she took leave of him and carrying the stuffs to the damsel, who was with her, [went her way]. Then the old woman was absent from

him a great while, and when her absence was prolonged, the draper despaired of her; so he went up to the prefect's house and enquired of the

woman of his household, [who had taken his stuffs on credit;] but could get no tidings of her nor lit on aught of her trace..? ? ? ? ? Ay, and we

would have spread our bosoms in thy way, That so thy feet might fare on eyelids, carpet-wise..Then Iblis took the cup and signed to Tuhfeh to sing;

and she said, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.Now the Persian had a mameluke, (201) as

he were the full moon, and he arose [and went out], and the singer followed him and wept before him, professing love to him and kissing his hands

and feet. The mameluke took compassion on him and said to him, 'When the night cometh and my master entereth [the harem] and the folk go

away, I will grant thee thy desire; and I lie in such a place.' Then the singer returned and sat with the boon-companions, and the Persian rose and

went out, he and the mameluke beside him. [Then they returned and sat down.] (202) Now the singer knew the place that the mameluke occupied at

the first of the night; but it befell that he rose from his place and the candle went out. The Persian, who was drunken, fell over on his face, and the

singer, supposing him to be the mameluke, said, 'By Allah, it is good!' and threw himself upon him and clipped him, whereupon the Persian started

up, crying out, and laying hands on the singer, pinioned him and beat him grievously, after which he bound him to a tree that was in the house.

(203).? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ba. The Envier and the Envied xlvi.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.? ? ? ? ? All things, indeed, that

betide to you are fore-ordered of God; Yet still in your deeds is the source to which their fulfilment is due..? ? ? ? ? Wherewith farewell, quoth I,

and peace be on thee aye, What while the branches bend, what while the stars abide..? ? ? ? ? Now that the clouds have broken their promise to our

hope, We trust the Khalif's bounty will stand to us for rain. (65).Merouzi (El) and Er Razi, ii. 28..Then he returned to the youth and said to him,

'Arise and come to the bath.' And he fell to shampooing his hands and feet, whilst the youth called down blessings on him and said, 'O my lord,

who art thou? Methinks there is not in the world the like of thee, no, nor a pleasanter than thy composition.' Then each of them acquainted the other

with his case and condition and they went to the bath; after which the master of the house conjured the young merchant to return with him and

summoned his friends. So they ate and drank and he related to them the story, wherefore they praised the master of the house and glorified him; and

their friendship was complete, what while the young merchant abode in the town, till God vouchsafed him a commodity of travel, whereupon they

took leave of him and he departed; and this is the end of his story. Nor," added the vizier, "O king of the age, is this more marvellous than the story

of the rich man who lost his wealth and his wit.".Tuhfeh entered the bath, after she had put off her clothes, and behold, the basin thereof was

overlaid with gold set with pearls and red rubies and green emeralds and other jewels; so she extolled the perfection of God the Most High and

hallowed Him for the magnificence of that which she saw of the attributes of that bath. Then she made her ablutions in that basin and pronouncing

the Magnification of Prohibition, (207) prayed the morning prayer and what else had escaped her of prayers; (208) after which she went out and

walked in that garden among jessamine and lavender and roses and camomile and gillyflowers and thyme and violets and sweet basil, till she came

to the door of the pavilion aforesaid and sat down therein, pondering that which should betide Er Reshid after her, whenas he should come to her

pavilion and find her not. She abode sunken in the sea of her solicitude, till presently sleep took her and she slept.32. The Khalif Hisham and the

Arab Youth dxxxiv.God [judge] betwixt me and her lord! Away With her he flees me and I follow aye..A certain assessor was one day taken with a

woman and much people assembled before his house and the lieutenant of police and his men came to him and knocked at the door. The assessor

looked out of window and seeing the folk, said, "What aileth you?" Quoth they, "[Come,] speak with the lieutenant of police such an one." So he

came down and they said to him, "Bring forth the woman that is with thee." Quoth he, "Are ye not ashamed? How shall I bring forth my wife?"

And they said, "Is she thy wife by contract (118) or without contract?" ["By contract,"] answered he, "according to the Book of God and the

Institutes of His Apostle." "Where is the contract?" asked they; and he replied, "Her contract is in her mother's house." Quoth they, "Arise and

come down and show us the contract." And he said to them, "Go from her way, so she may come forth." Now, as soon as he got wind of the matter,

he had written the contract and fashioned it after her fashion, to suit with the case, and written therein the names of certain of his friends as

witnesses and forged the signatures of the drawer and the wife's next friend and made it a contract of marriage with his wife and appointed it for an

excuse. (119) So, when the woman was about to go out from him, he gave her the contract that be had forged, and the Amir sent with her a servant

of his, to bring her to her father. So the servant went with her and when she came to her door, she said to him, "I will not return to the citation of the

Amir; but let the witnesses (120) present themselves and take my contract.".? ? ? ? ? My heart will never credit that I am far from thee; In it thou

art, nor ever the soul can absent be..Accordingly, the trooper bought him a house near at hand and made therein an underground passage

communicating with his mistress's house. When he had accomplished his affair, the wife bespoke her husband as her lover had lessoned her and he

went out to go to the trooper's house, but turned back by the way, whereupon quoth she to him, 'By Allah, go forthright, for that my sister asketh of
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thee.' So the dolt of a fuller went out and made for the trooper's house, whilst his wife forewent him thither by the secret passage, and going up, sat

down beside her lover. Presently, the fuller entered and saluted the trooper and his [supposed] wife and was confounded at the coincidence of the

case. (230) Then doubt betided him and he returned in haste to his dwelling; but she forewent him by the underground passage to her chamber and

donning her wonted clothes, sat [waiting] for him and said to him, 'Did I not bid thee go to my sister and salute her husband and make friends with

them?' Quoth he, 'I did this, but I misdoubted of my affair, when I saw his wife.' And she said, 'Did I not tell thee that she resembleth me and I her,

and there is nought to distinguish between us but our clothes? Go back to her.'.22. El Hejjaj and the three Young Mem ccccxxxiv.Meanwhile, King

Azadbekht and his wife stayed not in their flight till they came to [the court of] the King of Fars, (97) whose name was Kutrou. (98) When they

presented themselves to him, he entreated them with honour and entertained them handsomely, and Azadbekht told him his story, first and last. So

he gave him a great army and wealth galore and he abode with him some days, till he was rested, when he made ready with his host and setting out

for his own dominions, waged war upon Isfehend and falling in upon the capital, defeated the rebel vizier and slew him. Then he entered the city

and sat down on the throne of his kingship; and whenas he was rested and the kingdom was grown peaceful for him, he despatched messengers to

the mountain aforesaid in quest of the child; but they returned and informed the king that they had not found him..? ? ? ? ? a. The Christian Broker's

Story xxv.Merry Jest of a Thief, A, ii. 186..? ? ? ? ? Indeed, your long estrangement hath caused my bowels yearn. Would God I were a servant in

waiting at your door!.Like a sun at the end of a cane in a hill of sand, iii. 190..Idiot and the Sharper, The, i. 298..Then he stripped him of his clothes

and clapping on his neck a heavy chain, bound him to a high lattice and fell to drubbing him two bouts a day and two anights; and on this wise he

abode the space of ten days. Then his mother came to him and said, "O my son, O Aboulhusn, return to thy reason, for this is the Devil's doing."

Quoth he, "Thou sayst sooth, O my mother, and bear thou witness of me that I repent [and forswear] that talk and turn from my madness. So do

thou deliver me, for I am nigh upon death." So his mother went out to the superintendant and procured his release and he returned to his own

house..Presently, his father and his mother heard of the matter; whereupon the former arose and going up to the place, wrote a letter and [presented

it to the king, who] read it, and behold, therein was written, saying, 'Have pity on me, so may God have pity on thee, and hasten not in the slaughter

[of my son]; for indeed I acted hastily in a certain affair and drowned his brother in the sea, and to this day I drink the cup of his anguish. If thou

must needs kill him, kill me in his stead.' Therewith the old merchant prostrated himself before the king and wept; and the latter said to him, 'Tell

me thy story.' 'O my lord,' answered the merchant, 'this youth had a brother and I [in my haste] cast them both into the sea.' And he related to him

his story from first to last, whereupon the king cried out with an exceeding great cry and casting himself down from the throne, embraced his father

and brother and said to the former, 'By Allah, thou art my very father and this is my brother and thy wife is our mother.' And they abode weeping,

all three..As the version of the sixth and seventh voyages of Sindbad the Sailor contained in (197) the Calcutta Edition (1814-18) of the first two

hundred Nights and in the text of the Voyages published by M. Langles (Paris, 1814) differs very materially from that of the complete Calcutta

(1839-42) Edition (198) (which is, in this case, practically identical with those of Boulac and Breslau), adopted by me as my standard text in the

translation of "The Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night," the story of the seventh voyage in particular turning upon an altogether different

set of incidents, related nearly as in the old version of M. Galland, I now give a translation of the text of the two voyages in question afforded by

the Calcutta (1814-18) Edition, corrected and completed by collation with that of M. Langles, from which it differs only in being slightly less full.

It will be observed that in this version of the story the name Sindbad is reserved for the Sailor, the porter being called Hindbad..? ? ? ? ? d. The

Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in Marriage to the Poor Old Man dcccxcii.? ? ? ? ? The absent ones' harbinger came us unto With tidings of

those who (129) had caused us to rue..Say, by the lightnings of thy teeth and thy soul's pure desire, iii. 19..19. The Sparrow and the Peacock

clii.Khalif Omar ben Abdulaziz and the Poets, The, i. 45..99. The Three Unfortunate Lovers ccccix.Then said the sharper, 'O folk, this is my friend

and I deposited with him a deposit, but he denieth it; so in whom shall the folk put trust after this?' And they said, 'This (49) is a man of worth and

we have found in him nought but trustiness and loyality and good breeding, and he is endowed with understanding and generosity. Indeed, he

avoucheth no falsehood, for that we have consorted with him and mixed with him and he with us and we know the sincerity of his religion.' Then

quoth one of them to the merchant, 'Harkye, such an one! Bethink thee and consult thy memory. It may not be but that thou hast forgotten.' But he

said, 'O folk, I know nothing of that which he saith, for indeed he deposited nought with me.' And the affair was prolonged between them. Then

said the sharper to the merchant, 'I am about to make a journey and have, praised be God the Most High, wealth galore, and this money shall not

escape me; but do thou swear to me.' And the folk said, 'Indeed, this man doth justice upon himself.' (50) Whereupon the merchant fell into that

which he misliked (51) and came near upon [suffering] loss and ill repute..Now the king was seated at the lattice, hearkening to their talk, and

Abou Sabir's words angered him; so he bade bring him before him and they brought him forthright. Now there was in the king's palace an

underground dungeon and therein a vast deep pit, into which the king caused cast Abou Sabir, saying to him, 'O lackwit, now shall we see how

thou wilt come forth of the pit to the throne of the kingdom.' Then he used to come and stand at the mouth of the pit and say, 'O lackwit, O Abou

Sabir, I see thee not come forth of the pit and sit down on the king's throne!' And he assigned him each day two cakes of bread, whilst Abou Sabir

held his peace and spoke not, but bore with patience that which betided him..? ? ? ? ? Yea, to Baghdad I came, where rigour gave me chase And I

was overthrown of cruelty and pride..? ? ? ? ? Wherefore, by Him who letteth waste my frame, have ruth on me And quench my yearning and the

fires by passion in me fed..So the wicked man attained that which he sought of the vizier and the case was prolonged till the affairs of the kingdom
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became disordered, by dint of ill governance, and the most part of the king's empery fell away from him and he came nigh unto ruin. Therewithal

he was certified of the loyalty of his [late] skilful vizier and the excellence of his governance and the justness of his judgment. So he sent after him

and brought him and the wicked man before him and summoning the grandees of his realm and the chiefs of his state to his presence, gave them

leave to talk and dispute and forbade the wicked man from that his lewd opinion. (80) Then arose that wise and skilful vizier and praised God the

Most High and lauded Him and glorified Him and hallowed Him and attested His unity and disputed with the wicked man and overcame him and

put him to silence; nor did he cease from him till he enforced him to make confession of repentance [and turning away] from that which he had

believed..After this, the authorities compounded with the highwayman for his submission, and when he came before them, they enriched him and

he became in such favour with the Sultan's deputy that he used to eat and drink with him and there befell familiar converse between them. On this

wise they abode a great while, till, one day, the Sultan's deputy made a banquet, and therein, for a wonder, was a roasted francolin, which when the

robber saw, he laughed aloud. The deputy was angered against him and said to him, "What is the meaning of thy laughter? Seest thou default [in

the entertainment] or dost thou mock at us, of thy lack of breeding?" "Not so, by Allah, O my lord," answered the highwayman. "But I saw yonder

francolin and bethought myself thereanent of an extraordinary thing; and it was on this wise. In the days of my youth, I used to stop the way, and

one day I fell in with a man, who had with him a pair of saddle-bags and money therein. So I said to him, 'Leave these bags, for I mean to kill thee.'

Quoth he, 'Take the fourth part of [that which is in] them and leave [me] the rest.' And I said, 'Needs must I take the whole and slay thee, to boot.'

Then said he, 'Take the saddle-bags and let me go my way.' But I answered, 'Needs must I slay thee.' As we were in this contention, he and I,

behold, he saw a francolin and turning to it, said, 'Bear witness against him, O francolin, that he slayeth me unjustly and letteth me not go to my

children, for all he hath gotten my money.' However, I took no pity on him neither hearkened to that which he said, but slew him and concerned not

myself with the francolin's testimony.".? ? ? ? ? n. The Man who never Laughed again dlxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? Yet with perfidiousness (sure Fortune's self

as thou Ne'er so perfidious was) my love thou didst requite.Then he went to fetch that which he had hidden of the grain, but found it not and

returned, perplexed and sorrowful, to the old man, who said to him, 'What aileth thee to be sorrowful?' And he answered, 'Methought thou wouldst

not pay me my due; so I took of the grain, after the measure of my hire; and now thou hast paid me my due and I went to bring back to thee that

which I had hidden from thee, but found it gone, for those who had happened upon it had stolen it.' The old man was wroth, when he heard this,

and said to the merchant, 'There is no device [can cope] with ill luck! I had given thee this, but, of the sorriness of thy luck and thy fortune, thou

hast done this deed, O oppressor of thine own self! Thou deemedst I would not acquit thee thy wage; but, by Allah, nevermore will I give thee

aught.' And he drove him away from him..When the morning morrowed, the first who presented himself before the Amir was the Cadi Amin el

Hukm, leaning on two of his black slaves; and he was crying out and calling [on God] for aid and saying, "O crafty and perfidious Amir, thou

depositedst with me a woman [yesternight] and broughtest her into my house and my dwelling-place, and she arose [in the night] and took from me

the good of the little orphans, (96) six great bags, [containing each a thousand dinars, (97) and made off;] but as for me, I will say no more to thee

except in the Sultan's presence." (98) When the Master of the Police heard these words, he was troubled and rose and sat down; then he took the

Cadi and seating him by his side, soothed him and exhorted him to patience, till he had made an end of talk, when he turned to the officers and

questioned them. They fixed the affair on me and said, "We know nothing of this affair but from Captain Muineddin." So the Cadi turned to me and

said, "Thou wast of accord with this woman, for she said she came from the Citadel.".? ? ? ? ? By Allah, O thou that chid'st my heart concerning

my sister's love, Leave chiding and rather bemoan my case and help me to my will..? ? ? ? ? For if "Her grave above her is levelled" it be said, Of

life and its continuance no jot indeed reck I..Then I bought of the best and finest of the produce and rarities of the country and all I had a mind to

and a good hackney (221) and we set out again and traversed the deserts from country to country till we came to Baghdad. Then I went in to the

Khalif and saluted him and kissed his hand; after which I acquainted him with all that had passed and that which had befallen me. He rejoiced in

my deliverance and thanked God the Most High; then he caused write my story in letters of gold and I betook myself to my house and foregathered

with my brethren and family. This, then," added Sindbad, "is the last of that which befell me in my travels, and praise be to God, the One, the

Creator, the Maker!".King (The Dethroned), whose Kingdom and Good were restored to him, i. 285..Officer's Story, The Ninth, ii. 167..? ? ? ? ?

Beard of the old he-goat, the one-eyed, what shall be My saying of a knave, his fashion and degree?.Kings and the Vizier's Daughters, The Two, iii.

145..148. The Lovers of Medina dcxcvi.When she had made an end of her verses, she folded the letter and delivered it to the nurse, who took it and

went with it to El Abbas. When she gave it to him, he took it and breaking it open, read it and apprehended its purport; and when he came to the

end of it, he swooned away. After awhile, he came to himself and said, "Praised be God who hath caused her return an answer to my letter! Canst

thou carry her another letter, and with God the Most High be thy requital?" Quoth she, "And what shall letters profit thee, seeing she answereth on

this wise?" But he said, "Belike, she may yet be softened." Then he took inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:."O elder," added she,

"if Muslims and Jews and Nazarenes drink wine, who are we [that we should abstain from it]?" "By Allah, O my lady," answered he, "spare thine

endeavour, for this is a thing to which I will not hearken." When she knew that he would not consent to her desire, she said to him, "O elder, I am

of the slave-girls of the Commander of the Faithful and the food waxeth on me (34) and if I drink not, I shall perish, (35) nor wilt thou be assured

against the issue of my affair. As for me, I am quit of blame towards thee, for that I have made myself known to thee and have bidden thee beware

of the wrath of the Commander of the Faithful.".? ? ? ? ? For whom is thy departure even as a father's loss! To fly or creep, like nestlings, alone,
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they strive in vain..? ? ? ? ? In glory's raiment clad, by thee the stars of heaven are shamed And in amaze the full moon stares to see thy

goodlihead..105. El Feth ben Khacan and El Mutawekkil ccccxix.? ? ? ? ? Brother of En Numan, with thee lies an old man's anguish to allay, A

graybeard slain, may God make fair his deeds upon the Reckoning-Day!.The dealer stood at her head and one of the merchants said, "I bid a

thousand dinars for her." Quoth another, "I bid eleven hundred dinars;" [and a third, "I bid twelve hundred"]. Then said a fourth merchant, "Be she

mine for fourteen hundred dinars." And the biddings stood still at that sum. Quoth her owner, "I will not sell her save with her consent. If she desire

to be sold, I will sell her to whom she willeth." And the slave-dealer said to him, "What is her name?" "Her name is Sitt el Milah," (11) answered

the other; whereupon the dealer said to her, "By thy leave, I will sell thee to yonder merchant for this price of fourteen hundred dinars." Quoth she,

"Come hither to me." So he came up to her and when he drew near, she gave him a kick with her foot and cast him to the ground, saying, "I will not

have that old man." The slave-dealer arose, shaking the dust from his clothes and head, and said, "Who biddeth more? Who is desirous [of

buying?]" Quoth one of the merchants, "I," and the dealer said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, shall I sell thee to this merchant?" "Come hither to me,"

answered she; but he said "Nay; speak and I will hearken to thee from my place, for I will not trust myself to thee," And she said, "I will not have

him.".The First Night of the Month.69. Musab ben ez Zubeir and Aaisheh his Wife ccclxxxvi.The old woman returned to the man and told him

what the damsel said; and he lusted after her, by reason of her beauty and her repentance; so he took her to wife, and when he went in to her, he

loved her and she also loved him. On this wise they abode a great while, till one day he questioned her of the cause of a mark (13) he espied on her

body, and she said, 'I know nought thereof save that my mother told me a marvellous thing concerning it.' 'What was that?' asked he, and she

answered, 'She avouched that she gave birth to me one night of the nights of the winter and despatched a hired man, who was with us, in quest of

fire for her. He was absent a little while and presently returning, took me and slit my belly and fled. When my mother saw this, affliction overcame

her and compassion possessed her; so she sewed up my belly and tended me till, by the ordinance of God (to whom belong might and majesty), the

wound healed up.".? ? ? ? ? How many a lover, who aspires to union with his love, For all his hopes seem near, is baulked of that whereon he's

bent!.Khalif, El Mamoun El Hakim bi Amrillah, The Merchant of Cairo and the Favourite of the, iii. 171..When the folk heard his words, they

talked of letting him go; but the Persian said, 'O folk, let not his speech beguile you. This fellow is none other than a thief who knoweth how to

sing, and when he happeneth on the like of us, he is a singer.' 'O our lord,' answered they, 'this man is a stranger, and needs must we release him.'

Quoth he, 'By Allah, my heart revolteth from this fellow! Let me make an end of him with beating.' But they said, 'Thou mayst nowise do that' So

they delivered the singer from the Persian, the master of the house, and seated him amongst them, whereupon he fell to singing to them and they

rejoiced in him..When the cook heard this, he said in himself, 'It will do me no hurt if I imprison him and shackle him and bring him what he may

work at. If he tell truth, I will let him live, and if he prove a liar, I will slay him.' So he took a pair of stout shackles and clapping them on Selim's

legs, imprisoned him within his house and set over him one who should guard him. Then he questioned him of what tools he needed to work

withal. Selim set forth to him that which he required, and the cook went out from him and presently returning, brought him all he needed. So Selim

sat and wrought at his craft; and he used every day to earn two dinars; and this was his wont and usance with the cook, whilst the latter fed him not

but half his fill..Now the late king had left a wife and a daughter, and the people would fain have married the latter to the new king, to the intent

that the kingship might not pass out of the old royal family. So they proposed to him that he should take her to wife, and he promised them this, but

put them off from him, (64) of his respect for the covenant he had made with his former wife, to wit, that he would take none other to wife than

herself. Then he betook himself to fasting by day and standing up by night [to pray], giving alms galore and beseeching God (extolled be His

perfection and exalted be He!) to reunite him with his children and his wife, the daughter of his father's brother..When Sindbad the Sailor had made

an end of his story, he bade his servant give the porter an hundred mithcals of gold and said to him, "How now, my brother! Hast ever in the world

heard of one whom such calamities have betided as have betided me and hath any suffered that which I have suffered of afflictions or undergone

that which I have undergone of hardships? Wherefore it behoveth that I have these pleasures in requital of that which I have undergone of travail

and humiliations." So the porter came forward and kissing the merchant's hands, said to him, "O my lord, thou hast indeed suffered grievous perils

and hast well deserved these bounteous favours [that God hath vouchsafed thee]. Abide, then, O my lord, in thy delights and put away from thee

[the remembrance of] thy troubles; and may God the Most High crown thine enjoyments with perfection and accomplish thy days in pleasance until

the hour of thine admission [to His mercy]!".The king gave ear to her counsel and despatching the eunuch for the mamelukes, assigned them a

lodging and said to them, "Have patience, till the king give you tidings of your lord El Abbas." When they heard his words, their eyes ran over with

plenteous tears, of their much longing for the sight of their lord. Then the king bade the queen enter the privy chamber (97) and let down the curtain

(98) [before the door thereof]. So she did this and he summoned them to his presence. When they stood before him, they kissed the earth, to do him

worship, and showed forth their breeding (99) and magnified his dignity. He bade them sit, but they refused, till he conjured them by their lord El

Abbas. So they sat down and he caused set before them food of various kinds and fruits and sweetmeats. Now within the Lady Afifeh's palace was

an underground way communicating with the palace of the princess Mariyeh. So the queen sent after her and she came to her, whereupon she made

her stand behind the curtain and gave her to know that El Abbas was the king's son of Yemen and that these were his mamelukes. Moreover, she

told her that the prince's father had levied his troops and was come with his army in quest of him and that he had pitched his camp in the Green

Meadow and despatched these mamelukes to make enquiry of their lord. So Mariyeh abode looking upon them and upon their beauty and grace and
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the goodliness of their apparel, till they had eaten their fill of food and the tables were removed; whereupon the king recounted to them the story of

El Abbas and they took leave of him and went away..Reshid (Er), Ibn es Semmak and, i. 195..21. Omar ben Abdulaziz and the Poets

ccccxxxii.They have departed, but the steads yet full of them remain, ii. 239..How many, in Yemameh, dishevelled widows plain! i. 50..? ? ? ? ?

What strength have I solicitude and long desire to bear? Why art thou purposed to depart and leave me to despair?.One day, another of my friends

came to me and said 'A neighbour of mine hath invited me to hear [music]. [And he would have me go with him;] but I said, 'I will not foregather

with any one.' However, he prevailed upon me [to accompany him]; so we repaired to the place and found there a man, who came to meet us and

said, '[Enter,] in the name of God!' Then he pulled out a key and opened the door, whereupon we entered and he locked the door after us. Quoth I,

'We are the first of the folk; but where are their voices?' (128) '[They are] within the house,' answered he. 'This is but a privy door; so be not

amazed at the absence of the folk.' And my friend said to me, 'Behold, we are two, and what can they avail to do with us?' [Then he brought us into

the house,] and when we entered the saloon, we found it exceeding desolate and repulsive of aspect Quoth my friend, 'We are fallen [into a trap];

but there is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Supreme!' And I said, 'May God not requite thee for me with good!'.Then they

told the damsel, who came forth and looked upon him and knew him not. But he knew her; so he bowed his head and wept. She was moved to

compassion for him and gave him somewhat and returned to her place, whilst the youth returned with the stewardess to the chamberlain and told

him that she was in the king's house, whereat he was chagrined and said, 'By Allah, I will assuredly contrive a device for her and deliver her!'

Whereupon the youth kissed his hands and feet. Then he turned to the old woman and bade her change her apparel and her favour. Now this old

woman was goodly of speech and nimble of wit; so he gave her costly and delicious perfumes and said to her, 'Get thee to the king's slave girls and

sell them these [perfumes] and make thy way to the damsel and question her if she desire her master or not.' So the old woman went out and

making her way to the palace, went in to the damsel and drew near her and recited the following verses:.Whenas mine eyes behold thee not, that

day, iii. 47..Then said I, "A man cannot well accomplish all whereof he hath need in the market-places." "Hast thou a house?" asked she. "No, by

Allah," answered I; "nor is this town my dwelling-place." "By Allah," rejoined she, "nor have I a place; but I will contrive for thee." Then she went

on before me and I followed her till she came to a lodging-house and said to the housekeeper, "Hast thou an empty chamber?" "Yes," answered she;

and my mistress said, "Give us the key." So we took the key and going up to see the room, entered it; after which she went out to the housekeeper

and [giving her a dirhem], said to her, "Take the key-money, (110) for the room pleaseth us, and here is another dirhem for thy trouble. Go, fetch us

a pitcher of water, so we may [refresh ourselves] and rest till the time of the noonday siesta pass and the heat decline, when the man will go and

fetch the [household] stuff." Therewith the housekeeper rejoiced and brought us a mat and two pitchers of water on a tray and a leather rug..Then

El Abbas went in to Mariyeh in a happy and praiseworthy hour (123) and found her an unpierced pearl and a goodly filly that had never been

mounted; wherefore he rejoiced and was glad and made merry, and care and sorrow ceased from him and his life was pleasant and trouble departed

and he abode with her in the gladsomest of case and in the most easeful of life, till seven days were past, when King El Aziz determined to set out

and return to his kingdom and bade his son seek leave of his father-in-law to depart with his wife to his own country. [So El Abbas bespoke King

Ins of this] and he granted him the leave he sought; whereupon he chose out a red camel, taller (124) than the [other] camels, and mounting

Mariyeh in a litter thereon, loaded it with apparel and ornaments..Would God upon that bitterest day, when my death calls for me, i. 47.Midmost

that meadow was a palace soaring high into the air, with battlements of red gold, set with pearls and jewels, and a two-leaved gate; and in the

gateway thereof were much people of the chiefs of the Jinn, clad in sumptuous apparel. When they saw the old man, they all cried out, saying, 'The

Lady Tuhfeh is come!' And as soon as she reached the palace-gate, they came all and dismounting her from the horse's back, carried her into the

palace and fell to kissing her hands. When she entered, she beheld a palace whereof never saw eyes the like; for therein were four estrades, one

facing other, and its walls were of gold and its ceilings of silver. It was lofty of building, wide of continence, and those who beheld it would be

puzzled to describe it. At the upper end of the hall stood a throne of red gold, set with pearls and jewels, unto which led up five steps of silver, and

on the right thereof and on its left were many chairs of gold and silver; and over the dais was a curtain let down, gold and silver wrought and

broidered with pearls and jewels..Now it was the night-season. So the soldiers carried him without the city, thinking to crucify him, when, behold,

there came out upon them thieves and fell in on them with swords and [other] weapons. Thereupon the guards left him whom they purposed to put

to death [and took to flight], whilst the man who was going to slaughter fled forth at a venture and plunging into the desert, knew not whither he

went before he found himself in a thicket and there came out upon him a lion of frightful aspect, which snatched him up and set him under him.

Then he went up to a tree and tearing it up by the roots, covered the man therewith and made off into the thicket, in quest of the lioness..35. The

Lover who feigned himself a Thief to save his Mistress's Honour ccxcvii.? ? ? ? ? What if the sabre cut me limb from limb! No torment 'twere for

lovers true and leal..THE SEVENTH VOYAGE OF SINDBAD THE SAILOR..So the affair was concluded and we drew up the contract of

marriage and I made the bride-feast; but on the wedding-night I beheld a thing (214) than which never made God the Most High aught more

loathly. Methought her people had contrived this by way of sport; so I laughed and looked for my mistress, whom I had seen [at the lattice], to

make her appearance; but saw her not. When the affair was prolonged and I found none but her, I was like to go mad for vexation and fell to

beseeching my Lord and humbling myself in supplication to Him that He would deliver me from her. When I arose in the morning, there came the

chamber-woman and said to me, "Hast thou occasion for the bath?" "No," answered I; and she said, "Art thou for breakfast?" But I replied, "No;"
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and on this wise I abode three days, tasting neither meat nor drink..?STORY OF THE FULLER AND HIS WIFE..The old man laughed at her

speech and her verses pleased him. Then said she to him, "I desire of thee a lute." (38) So he arose and brought her a piece of firewood. Quoth she,

"What is that?" And he said, "Didst thou not bid me bring thee wood?" "I do not want this," answered she, and he rejoined, "What then is it that is

called wood, other than this?" She laughed and said, "The lute is an instrument of music, whereunto I sing." Quoth he, "Where is this thing found

and of whom shall I get it for thee?" And she said, "Of him who gave thee the wine." So he arose and betaking himself to his neighbour the Jew,

said to him, "Thou favouredst us aforetime with the wine; so now complete thy favours and look me out a thing called a lute, to wit, an instrument

for singing; for that she seeketh this of me and I know it not" "Hearkening and obedience," replied the Jew and going into his house, brought him a

lute. [The old man took it and carried it to Sitt el Milah,] whilst the Jew took his drink and sat by a window adjoining the other's house, so he might

hear the singing..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of Taj el Mulouk and the Princess Dunya cvii.121. The Devout Platter-maker and his Wife cccclxviii.Quoth

Ishac, 'Indeed, this was of thy fair fortune. By Allah, I know not that which thou knowest in this craft!' Then he arose and going to a chest, brought

out therefrom striped clothes of great price, netted with jewels and great pearls, and said to her, 'In the name of God, don these, O my lady Tuhfeh.'

So she arose and donned those clothes and veiled herself and went up [with Ishac] to the palace of the Khalifate, where he made her stand without,

whilst he himself went in to the Commander of the Faithful (with whom was Jaafer the Barmecide) and kissing the earth before him, said to him, 'O

Commander of the Faithful, I have brought thee a damsel, never saw eyes her like for excellence in singing and touching the lute; and her name is

Tuhfeh." (186) 'And where,' asked Er Reshed, 'is this Tuhfeh, who hath not her like in the world?' Quoth Ishac, 'Yonder she stands, O Commander

of the Faithful;' and he acquainted the Khalif with her case from first to last. Then said Er Reshid, 'It is a marvel to hear thee praise a slave-girl after

this fashion. Admit her, so we may see her, for that the morning may not be hidden.'.Whilst the Sheikh was thus occupied with taking leave of the

kings, Meimoun sought his opportunity, whenas he saw the place empty, and taking up Tuhfeh on his shoulders, soared up with her to the confines

of the sky and flew away with her. Presently, Iblis came to look for Tuhfeh and see what she purposed, but found her not and saw the slave-girls

buffeting their faces; so he said to them, 'Out on ye! What is to do?' 'O our lord,' answered they, 'Meimoun hath snatched up Tuhfeh and flown

away with her.' When Iblis heard this, he gave a cry, to which the earth trembled, and said, 'What is to be done? Out on ye! Shall he carry off

Tuhfeh from my very palace and outrage mine honour? Doubtless, this Meimoun hath lost his wits.' Then he cried out a second time, that the earth

quaked therefor, and rose up into the air..Accordingly, they all went in to the king one day (and Abou Temam was present among them,) and

mentioned the affair of the damsel, the king's daughter of the Turks, and enlarged upon her charms, till the king's heart was taken with her and he

said to them, 'We will send one to demand her in marriage for us; but who shall be our messenger?' Quoth the viziers, 'There is none for this

business but Abou Temam, by reason of his wit and good breeding;' and the king said, 'Indeed, even as ye say, none is fitting for this affair but he.'

Then he turned to Abou Temam and said to him, 'Wilt thou not go with my message and seek me [in marriage] the king's daughter of the Turks?'

and he answered, 'Hearkening and obedience, O king.'.Then they left him and dispersed and one of the sons fell to spying upon his father, so that he

saw him hide the treasure without the city. When he had made an end of burying it, he returned to his house; and when the morning morrowed, his

son repaired to the place where he had seen his father bury the treasure and dug and took it and went his way. When the [hour of the] old man's

admission [to the mercy of God] drew nigh, he called his sons to him and acquainted them with the place where he had hidden his riches. As soon

as he was dead, they went and dug up the treasure and found wealth galore, for that the money, which the first son had taken by stealth, was on the

surface and he knew not that under it was other money. So they took it and divided it and the first son took his share with the rest and laid it to that

which he had taken aforetime, behind [the backs of] his father and his brethren. Then he took to wife the daughter of his father's brother and was

vouchsafed by her a male child, who was the goodliest of the folk of his time..Then the two kings entered the bath, and when they came forth, they

sat down on a couch, inlaid with pearls and jewels, whereupon the two sisters came up to them and stood before them, as they were moons,

swaying gracefully from side to side in their beauty and grace. Presently they brought forward Shehrzad and displayed her, for the first dress, in a

red suit; whereupon King Shehriyar rose to look upon her and the wits of all present, men and women, were confounded, for that she was even as

saith of her one of her describers:.? ? ? ? ? An thou'dst vouchsafe to favour me,'twould lighten my despair, Though but in dreams thine image 'twere

that visited my bed..When the Khalif heard these his verses, he was moved to exceeding delight and taking the cup, drank it off, and they ceased

not to drink and carouse till the wine rose to their heads. Then said Aboulhusn to the Khalif, "O boon-companion mine, of a truth I am perplexed

concerning my affair, for meseemed I was Commander of the Faithful and ruled and gave gifts and largesse, and in very deed, O my brother, it was

not a dream." "These were the delusions of sleep," answered the Khalif and crumbling a piece of henbane into the cup, said to him, "By my life, do

thou drink this cup." And Aboulhusn said, "Surely I will drink it from thy hand." Then he took the cup from the Khalifs hand and drank it off, and

no sooner had it settled in his belly than his head forewent his feet [and he fell down senseless]..The king marvelled, he and his company, and

praised God the Most High for that he had come thither; after which he turned to the eunuch and said to him, 'What is this youth thou hast with

thee?' 'O king,' answered he, 'this is the son of a nurse who belonged to us and we left him little. I saw him to-day and his mother said to me, 'Take

him with thee.' So I brought him with me, that he might be a servant to the king, for that he is an adroit and quickwitted youth.' Then the king fared

on, he and his company, and the eunuch and the youth with them, what while he questioned the former of Belehwan and his dealing with his

subjects, and he answered, saying, 'As thy head liveth, O king, the folk with him are in sore straits and not one of them desireth to look on him,
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gentle or simple.'.This story pleased King Shah Bekht and he marvelled thereat; but the vizier said to him, "This story is not more extraordinary

than that of the rich man who married his fair daughter to the poor old man." The king's mind was occupied with the [promised] story and he bade

the vizier withdraw to his lodging. So he [returned to his house and] abode there the rest of the night and the whole of the following

day..Therewithal Aboulhusn cried out at him and said, "O dog of the sons of Bermek, go down forthright, thou and the master of the police of the

city, to such a place in such a street and deliver a hundred dinars to the mother of Aboulhusn the Wag and bear her my salutation. [Then, go to such

a mosque] and take the four sheikhs and the Imam and beat each of them with four hundred lashes and mount them on beasts, face to tail, and go

round with them about all the city and banish them to a place other than the city; and bid the crier make proclamation before them, saying, 'This is

the reward and the least of the reward of whoso multiplieth words and molesteth his neighbours and stinteth them of their delights and their eating

and drinking!'" Jaafer received the order [with submission] and answered with ["Hearkening and] obedience;" after which he went down from

before Aboulhusn to the city and did that whereunto he had bidden him..? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclxix.Zubeideh, El

Mamoun and, i. 199.? ? ? ? ? One of the host am I of lovers sad and sere For waiting long drawn out and expectation drear..Three Young Men, El

Hejjaj and the, i. 53..Then the prince's mother bade fetch the five slave-girls to that assembly; whereupon they came and the ten damsels

foregathered. The queen seated five of them on her son's right hand and other five on his left and the folk assembled about them. Then she bade the

five who had remained with her speak forth somewhat of verse, so they might entertain therewith the assembly and that El Abbas might rejoice

therein. Now she had clad them in the richest of raiment and adorned them with trinkets and ornaments and wroughten work of gold and silver and

collars of gold, set with pearls and jewels. So they came forward, with harps and lutes and psalteries and recorders and other instruments of music

before them, and one of them, a damsel who came from the land of China and whose name was Baoutheh, advanced and tightened the strings of

her lute. Then she cried out from the top of her head (127) and improvising, sang the following verses:.The king gave him leave for this and the

vizier betook himself to the queen and said to her, "I am come to thee, on account of a grave reproach, and I would have thee be truthful with me in

speech and tell me how came the youth into the sleeping-chamber." Quoth she, "I have no knowledge whatsoever [of it]" and swore to him a

solemn oath thereof, whereby he knew that she had no knowledge of the matter and that she was not at fault and said to her, "I will teach thee a

device, where- with thou mayst acquit thyself and thy face be whitened before the king." "What is it?" asked she; and he answered, saying, "When

the king calleth for thee and questioneth thee of this, say thou to him, 'Yonder youth saw me in the privy-chamber and sent me a message, saying,

"I will give thee a hundred jewels, to whose price money may not avail, so thou wilt suffer me to foregather with thee." I laughed at him who

bespoke me with these words and rebuffed him; but he sent again to me, saying, "An thou fall not in with my wishes, I will come one of the nights,

drunken, and enter and lie down in the sleeping-chamber, and the king will see me and kill me; so wilt thou be put to shame and thy face will be

blackened with him and thine honour abased."' Be this thy saying to the king, and I will presently go to him and repeat this to him." Quoth the

queen, "And I also will say thus.".ALPHABETICAL TABLE OF THE FIRST LINES OF THE VERSE IN THE "TALES FROM THE

ARABIC.".Then said he to Arwa, "What wilt thou that I do with them?" And she answered, saying, "Accomplish on them the ordinance of God the

Most High; (119) the slayer shall be slain and the transgressor transgressed against, even as he transgressed against us; yea, and the well-doer, good

shall be done unto him, even as he did unto us." So she gave [her officers] commandment concerning Dadbin and they smote him on the head with

a mace and slew him, and she said, "This is for the slaughter of my father." Then she bade set the vizier on a beast [and carry him] to the desert

whither he had caused carry her [and leave him there without victual or water]; and she said to him, "An thou be guilty, thou shalt abide [the

punishment of] thy guilt and perish of hunger and thirst in the desert; but, if there be no guilt in thee, thou shalt be delivered, even as I was

delivered.".Indeed, many of the notables of the people have sought her of me in marriage, but I would not marry her to any, for that, one night, I

saw, in a dream, the balance aforesaid set up and men and women being weighed, one against the other, therein, and meseemed I saw thee [and her]

and it was said to me, "This is such a man, (217) the allotted portion of such a woman." (218) Wherefore I knew that God the Most High had

allotted unto her none other than thyself, and I choose rather to marry thee to her in my lifetime than that thou shouldst marry her after my

death.'.Thy loss is the fairest of all my heart's woes, iii. 43..When King El Aziz heard the damsel's song, her speech and her verses pleased him and

he said to El Abbas, "O my son, verily, these damsels are weary with long versifying, and indeed they make us yearn after the dwellings and the

homesteads with the goodliness of their songs. Indeed, these five have adorned our assembly with the excellence of their melodies and have done

well in that which they have said before those who are present; wherefore we counsel thee to enfranchise them for the love of God the Most High."

Quoth El Abbas, "There is no commandment but thy commandment;" and he enfranchised the ten damsels in the assembly; whereupon they kissed

the hands of the king and his son and prostrated themselves in thanksgiving to God the Most High. Then they put off that which was upon them of

ornaments and laying aside the lutes [and other] instruments of music, clave to their houses, veiled, and went not forth. (144).Meanwhile, the

Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis and his son Es Shisban set out, as we have said, with their troops, who were of the doughtiest of the Jinn and the most

accomplished of them in valour and horsemanship, [and fared on till they drew near the Crescent Mountain], When the news of their approach

reached Meimoun, he cried out with a great cry to the troops, who were twenty thousand horse, [and bade them make ready for departure]. Then he

went in to Tuhfeh and kissing her, said to her, 'Know that thou art presently my life of the world, and indeed the Jinn are gathered together to wage

war on me on thine account. If I am vouchsafed the victory over them and am preserved alive, I will set all the kings of the Jinn under thy feet and
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thou shall become queen of the world.' But she shook her head and wept; and he said, 'Weep not, for, by the virtue of the mighty inscription

engraven on the seal-ring of Solomon, thou shall never again see the land of men! Can any one part with his life? So give ear unto that which I say;

else will I kill thee.' And she was silent..? ? ? ? ? Whenas the couriers came with news of thee, how fair Thou wast and sweet and how thy visage

shone with light,.? ? ? ? ? And horses eke wouldst have led to thee day by day And girls, high- breasted maids, and damsels black and white,.? ? ? ?

? a. The Unlucky Merchant ccccxl.When the princess heard this her slave-girl's report, she wept and lamented and was like to depart the world.

Then she clave to her pillow and said, "O Shefikeh, I will instruct thee of somewhat that is not hidden from God the Most High, and it is that thou

watch over me till God the Most High decree the accomplishment of His commandment, and when my days are ended, take thou the necklace and

the mantle that El Abbas gave me and return them to him. Indeed, I deem not he will live after me, and if God the Most High decree against him

and his days come to an end, do thou give one charge to shroud us and bury us both in one grave.".? ? ? ? ? If slaves thou fain wouldst have by

thousands every day Or, kneeling at thy feet, see kings of mickle might,."There was once, of old time, a king and he had a son [named Bihzad],

there was not in his day a goodlier than he and he loved to consort with the folk and to sit with the merchants and converse with them. One day, as

he sat in an assembly, amongst a number of folk, he heard them talking of his own goodliness and grace and saying, 'There is not in his time a

goodlier than he.' But one of the company said, 'Indeed, the daughter of King Such-an-one is handsomer than he.' When Bihzad heard this saying,

his reason fled and his heart fluttered and he called the last speaker and said to him, 'Repeat to me that which thou saidst and tell me the truth

concerning her whom thou avouchest to be handsomer than I and whose daughter she is.' Quoth the man, 'She is the daughter of King Such-an-one;'

whereupon Bihzad's heart clave to her and his colour changed..When his sister Selma heard what he said, she could no longer contain herself, but

cast herself upon him and discovered to him her case. When he knew her, he threw himself upon her [and lay without life] awhile; after which he

came to himself and said, 'Praised be God, the Bountiful, the Beneficent!' Then they complained to each other of that which they had suffered for

the anguish of separation, whilst Selim's wife abode wondered at this and Selma's patience and constancy pleased her. So she saluted her and

thanked her for her fashion, saying, 'By Allah, O my lady, all that we are in of gladness is of thy blessing alone; so praised be God who hath

vouchsafed us thy sight!' Then they abode all three in joy and happiness and delight three days, sequestered from the folk; and it was bruited abroad

in the city that the king had found his brother, who was lost years agone..Unlucky Merchant, The, i 73..Then he re-entered the village and buying

the prince a horse, mounted him thereon and they ceased not going, till they came to the frontier of their own country, where there fell robbers upon

them by the way and took all that was with them and pinioned them; after which they cast them into a pit hard by the road and went away and left

them to die there, and indeed they had cast many folk into that pit and they had died..53. King Kelyaad (231) of Hind and his Vizier Shimas

dcix.Speedy Relief of God, Of the, i. 174..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Officer's Story dccccxxx."O Shehrzad," quoth Shehriyar, "finish unto us the story

that thy friend told thee, for that it resembleth the story of a king whom I knew; but fain would I hear that which betided the people of this city and

what they said of the affair of the king, so I may return from that wherein I was." "With all my heart," answered Shehrzad. "Know, O august king

and lord of just judgment and praiseworthy excellence and exceeding prowess, that, when the folk heard that the king had put away from him his

custom and returned from that which had been his wont, they rejoiced in this with an exceeding joy and offered up prayers for him. Then they

talked with one another of the cause of the slaughter of the girls, and the wise said, 'They (162) are not all alike, nor are the fingers of the hand

alike.'".At this the accursed Iblis was moved to delight and put his finger to his arse, whilst Meimoun danced and said, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, soften

the mode; (201) for, as delight, entereth into my heart, it bewildereth my vital spirits.' So she took the lute and changing the mode, played a third

air; then she returned to the first and sang the following verses:.93. El Feth ben Khacan and El Mutawekkil dclxxxiii.127. The Justice of

Providence cccclxxviii
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