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THE HAT TRICK
105. Ali Noureddin and the Frank King's Daughter dcccxxxi.? ? ? ? ? z. The Stolen Purse dcv.'It is told of a certain doughty thief, that he used to
rob and stop the way by himself upon caravans, and whenever the prefect of police and the magistrates sought him, he would flee from them and
fortify himself in the mountains. Now it befell that a certain man journeyed along the road wherein was the robber in question, and this man was
alone and knew not the perils that beset his way. So the highwayman came out upon him and said to him, "Bring out that which is with thee, for I
mean to slay thee without fail." Quoth the traveller, "Slay me not, but take these saddle-bags and divide [that which is in] them and take the fourth
part [thereof]." And the thief answered, "I will not take aught but the whole." "Take half," rejoined the traveller, "and let me go." But the robber
replied, "I will take nought but the whole, and I will slay thee [to boot]." And the traveller said, "Take it.".Presently, up came a woman with a phial
of urine, and when the [mock] physician saw the phial afar off, he said to her, 'This is the urine of a man, a stranger.' 'Yes,' answered she; and he
continued, 'Is he not a Jew and is not his ailment indigestion?' 'Yes,' replied the woman, and the folk marvelled at this; wherefore the man was
magnified in Galen's eyes, for that he heard speech such as was not of the usage of physicians, seeing that they know not urine but by shaking it
and looking into it anear neither know they a man's water from a woman's water, nor a stranger's [from a countryman's], nor a Jew's from a Sherifs.
(22) Then said the woman, 'What is the remedy?' Quoth the weaver, 'Pay down the fee.' So she paid him a dirhem and he gave her medicines
contrary to that ailment and such as would aggravate the patient's malady..?STORY OF THE LACKPENNY AND THE COOK..?STORY OF
DAVID AND SOLOMON..? ? ? ? ? If the rose be entitled the pride of the morn, Before me nor after she wins it, I ween..Daughters, The Two
Kings and the Vizier's, iii. 145..? ? ? ? ? l. The Wife's Device to Cheat her Husband dlxxxiv.So the vizier returned to the king and said to him,
"Verily, this youth hath merited grievous punishment, after abundance of bounty [bestowed on him], and it may not be that a bitter kernel should
ever become sweet; but, as for the woman, I am certified that there is no fault in her." Then he repeated to the king the story which he had taught
the queen, which when Azadbekht heard, he rent his clothes and bade fetch the youth. So they brought him and stationed him before the king, who
let bring the headsman, and the folk all fixed their eyes upon the youth, so they might see what the king should do with him..Presently, the old
woman came in to her and saw her sitting at Aboulhusn's head, weeping and lamenting; and when she saw the old woman, she cried out and said to
her, "See what hath betided me! Indeed, Aboulhusn is dead and hath left me alone and forlorn!" Then she cried out and tore her clothes and said to
the old woman, "O my mother, how good he was!" Quoth the other, "Indeed thou art excused, for thou wast used to him and he to thee." Then she
considered what Mesrour had reported to the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh and said to her, "Indeed, Mesrour goeth about to sow discord between
the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh." "And what is the [cause of] discord, O my mother?" asked Nuzhet el Fuad. "O my daughter," answered the old
woman, "Mesrour came to the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh and gave them news of thee that thou wast dead and that Aboulhusn was well. "And
Nuzhet el Fuad said to her, "O my aunt, I was with my lady but now and she gave me a hundred dinars and a piece of silk; and now see my
condition and that which hath befallen me! Indeed, I am bewildered, and how shall I do, and I alone, forlorn? Would God I had died and he had
lived!".God [judge] betwixt me and her lord! Away With her he flees me and I follow aye..Presently he came to the land of the Turks, (228) and he
naked and hungry and having with him nought but somewhat of jewels, bound about his fore-arm. So he went to the bazaar of the goldsmiths and
calling one of the brokers, gave him the jewels. The broker looked and seeing two great rubies, said to him, 'Follow me.' So he followed him, till he
brought him to a goldsmith, to whom he gave the jewels, saying, 'Buy these.' Quoth he, 'Whence hadst thou these?' And the broker replied, 'This
youth is the owner of them.' Then said the goldsmith to the prince, 'Whence hadst thou these rubies?' And he told him all that had befallen him and
that he was a king's son. The goldsmith marvelled at his story and bought of him the rubies for a thousand dinars..At this Queen Es Shuhba was
stirred to exceeding delight and said, 'Well done, O queen of delight! By Allah, I know not how I shall do to render thee thy due! May God the
Most High grant us to enjoy thy long continuance [on life]!' Then she strained her to her breast and kissed her on the cheek; whereupon quoth Iblis
(on whom be malison!), 'Indeed, this is an exceeding honour!' Quoth the queen, 'Know that this lady Tuhfeh is my sister and that her
commandment is my commandment and her forbiddance my forbiddance. So hearken all to her word and obey her commandment.' Therewithal the
kings rose all and kissed the earth before Tuhfeh, who rejoiced in this. Moreover, Queen Es Shuhba put off on her a suit adorned with pearls and
jewels and jacinths, worth an hundred thousand dinars, and wrote her on a sheet of paper a patent in her own hand, appointing her her deputy. So
Tuhfeh rose and kissed the earth before the queen, who said to her, 'Sing to us, of thy favour, concerning the rest of the sweet-scented flowers and
herbs, so I may hear thy singing and divert myself with witnessing thy skill.' 'Hearkening and obedience, O lady mine,' answered Tuhfeh and taking
the lute, improvised the following verses:.Dethroned King whose Kingdom and Good were restored to him, The, i. 285..There was once a king of
the kings, by name Ibrahim, to whom the kings abased themselves and did obedience; but he had no son and was straitened of breast because of
this, fearing lest the kingship go forth of his hand. He ceased not vehemently to desire a son and to buy slave-girls and lie with them, till one of
them conceived, whereat he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and gave gifts and largesse galore. When the girl's months were accomplished and the
season of her delivery drew near, the king summoned the astrologers and they watched for the hour of her child-bearing and raised astrolabes
[towards the sun] and took strait note of the time. The damsel gave birth to a male child, whereat the king rejoiced with an exceeding joy, and the
people heartened each other with the glad news of this..Meanwhile the king said to his vizier, "How shall we do in the matter of yonder youth, the
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Yemani, on whom we thought to confer largesse, but he hath largessed us with tenfold [our gift] and more, and we know not if he be a sojourner
with us or no?" Then he went into the harem and gave the rubies to his wife Afifeh, who said to him, "What is the worth of these with thee and with
[other] the kings?" And he answered, "They are not to be found save with the greatest of kings and none may avail to price them with money."
Quoth she, "Whence gottest thou them?" So he recounted to her the story of El Abbas from first to last, and she said, "By Allah, the claims of
honour are imperative on us and the king hath fallen short of his due; for that we have not seen him bid him to his assembly, nor hath he seated him
on his left hand.".When the dead man found himself alone, he sprang up, as he were a Satan, and donning the washer's clothes, (39) took the bowls
and water-can and wrapped them up in the napkins. Then be took his shroud under his arm and went out. The doorkeepers thought that he was the
washer and said to him, 'Hast thou made an end of the washing, so we may tell the Amir?' 'Yes,' answered the sharper and made off to his lodging,
where he found El Merouzi soliciting his wife and saying to her, 'Nay, by thy life, thou wilt never again look upon his face; for that by this time he
is buried. I myself escaped not from them but after travail and trouble, and if he speak, they will put him to death.' Quoth she, 'And what wilt thou
have of me?' 'Accomplish my desire of thee,' answered he, 'and heal my disorder, for I am better than thy husband.' And he fell a-toying with
her..So he left her and slept his night and on the morrow he repaired to the shop of his friend the druggist and saluted him. The other welcomed him
and questioned him of his case; whereupon he told him how he had fared, till he came to the mention of the woman's husband, when he said, 'Then
came the cuckold her husband and she clapped me into the chest and shut the lid on me, whilst her addlepated pimp of a husband went round about
the house, top and bottom; and when he had gone his way, we returned to what we were about.' With this, the druggist was certified that the house
was his house and the wife his wife, and he said, 'And what wilt thou do to-day?' Quoth the singer, 'I shall return to her and weave for her and full
her yarn, (198) and I came but to thank thee for thy dealing with me.'.Nor," added the vizier, "is this, O king of the age, more extraordinary or
stranger than the story of the king and his chamberlain's wife; nay, the latter is rarer than this and more delightsome.".? ? ? ? ? If to my favours thou
aspire and covet me, good lack! What leach such madness can assain or what medicament?.? ? ? ? ? The herald of good news my hearing shall
delight,.Quoth I (and mine a body is of passion all forslain), iii. 81..The vizier's story pleased the king and he bade depart to his dwelling..Then the
two kings entered the bath, and when they came forth, they sat down on a couch, inlaid with pearls and jewels, whereupon the two sisters came up
to them and stood before them, as they were moons, swaying gracefully from side to side in their beauty and grace. Presently they brought forward
Shehrzad and displayed her, for the first dress, in a red suit; whereupon King Shehriyar rose to look upon her and the wits of all present, men and
women, were confounded, for that she was even as saith of her one of her describers:.When it was the fourth day, the fourth vizier, whose name
was Zoushad, made his appearance and prostrating himself to the king, said to him, "O king, suffer not the talk of yonder youth to delude thee, for
that he is not a truth-teller. So long as he abideth on life, the folk will not give over talking nor will thy heart cease to be occupied with him." "By
Allah," cried the king, "thou sayst sooth and I will cause fetch him this day and slay him before me." Then he commanded to bring the youth; so
they brought him in shackles and he said to him, "Out on thee! Thinkest thou to appease my heart with thy prate, whereby the days are spent in
talk? I mean to slay thee this day and be quit of thee." "O king," answered the youth, "it is in thy power to slay me whensoever thou wilt, but haste
is of the fashion of the base and patience of that of the noble. If thou put me to death, thou wilt repent, and if thou desire to bring me back to life,
thou wilt not be able thereunto. Indeed, whoso acteth hastily in an affair, there befalleth him what befell Bihzad, son of the king." Quoth the king,
"And what is his story?" "O king," replied the young treasurer,.? ? ? ? ? Still do I yearn, whilst passion's fire flames in my liver aye; For parting's
shafts have smitten me and done my strength away..In my soul the fire of yearning and affliction rageth aye, iii. 65..The merchant believed her and
she took leave of him and went away, leaving in his heart a thousand regrets, for that the love of her had gotten possession of him and he knew not
how he should win to her; wherefore he abode enamoured, love-distraught, unknowing if he were alive or dead. As soon as she was gone, he shut
his shop and going up to the Court, went in to the Chief Cadi and saluted him. The magistrate returned his salutation and entreated him with honour
and seated him by his side. Then said Alaeddin to him, "I come to thee, a suitor, seeking thine alliance and desiring the hand of thy noble
daughter." "O my lord merchant," answered the Cadi, "indeed my daughter beseemeth not the like of thee, neither sorteth she with the goodliness of
thy youth and the pleasantness of thy composition and the sweetness of thy discourse;" but Alaeddin rejoined, saying, "This talk behoveth thee not,
neither is it seemly in thee; if I be content with her, how should this irk thee?" So they came to an accord and concluded the treaty of marriage at a
dower precedent of five purses (257) paid down then and there and a dower contingent of fifteen purses, (258) so it might be uneath unto him to put
her away, forasmuch as her father had given him fair warning, but he would not be warned..? ? ? ? ? The intercessor who to thee herself presenteth
veiled Is not her like who naked comes with thee to intercede.'.? ? ? ? ? j. The Two Kings dccccix.Sabir (Abou), Story of, i. 90..38. Yehya ben
Khalid and Mensour ccv.Then said El Abbas to them, "O youths, sit by my arms and my horse till I return." But they answered, saying, "By Allah,
thou prolongest discourse with that which beseemeth not of words! Make haste, or we will go with thy head, for indeed the king purposeth to slay
thee and to slay thy comrade and take that which is with you." When the prince heard this, his skin quaked and he cried out at them with a cry that
made them tremble. Then he sprang upon his horse and settling himself in the saddle, galloped till he came to the king's assembly, when he cried
out at the top of his voice, saying ["To horse,] cavaliers!" And levelled his spear at the pavilion wherein was Zuheir. Now there were about him a
thousand smiters with the sword; but El Abbas fell in upon them and dispersed them from around him, and there abode none in the tent save Zuheir
and his vizier..28. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Barber-surgeon cclxxiii.Officer's Story, The Thirteenth, ii. 181..There was once an Arab of [high]
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rank and [goodly] presence, a man of exalted generosity and magnanimity, and he had brethren, with whom he consorted and caroused, and they
were wont to assemble by turns in each other's houses. When it came to his turn, he made ready in his house all manner goodly and pleasant meats
and dainty drinks and exceeding lovely flowers and excellent fruits, and made provision of all kinds of instruments of music and store of rare
apothegms and marvellous stories and goodly instances and histories and witty anedotes and verses and what not else, for there was none among
those with whom he was used to company but enjoyed this on every goodly wise, and in the entertainment he had provided was all whereof each
had need. Then he sallied forth and went round about the city, in quest of his friends, so he might assemble them; but found none of them in his
house..Then the Khalif took him into his especial favour and married him and bestowed largesse on him and lodged him with himself in the palace
and made him of the chief of his boon-companions, and indeed he was preferred with him above them and the Khalif advanced him over them all.
Now they were ten in number, to wit, El Ijli and Er Recashi and Ibdan and Hassan el Feresdec and El Lauz and Es Seker and Omar et Tertis and
Abou Nuwas (34) and Abou Ishac en Nedim and Aboulhusn el Khelia, and by each of them hangeth a story that is told in other than this book. And
indeed Aboulhusn became high in honour with the Khalif and favoured above all, so that he sat with him and the Lady Zubeideh bint el Casim and
married the latter's treasuress, whose name was Nuzhet el Fuad..? ? ? ? ? How long, O Fate, wilt thou oppress and baffle me?.147. Isaac of Mosul
and his Mistress and the Devil dcxcr.Sharper and the Merchant, The, ii. 46.Quoth Selim to her, 'It is for thee to decide and excellent is that which
thou counsellest; so let us do this, in the name of God the Most High, trusting in Him for grace and guidance.' So they arose and took the richest of
their clothes and the lightest of that which was in their treasuries of jewels and things of price and gathered together a great matter. Then they
equipped them ten mules and hired them servants of other than the people of the country; and Selim bade his sister Selma don man's apparel. Now
she was the likest of all creatures to him, so that, [when she was clad in man's attire,] the folk knew no difference between them, extolled be the
perfection of Him who hath no like, there is no God but He! Then he bade her mount a horse, whilst he himself bestrode another, and they set out,
under cover of the night. None of their family nor of the people of their house knew of them; so they fared on into the wide world of God and gave
not over going night and day two months' space, at the end of which time they came to a city on the sea-shore of the land of Mekran, by name Es
Sherr, and it is the first city in Sind..'This is idle talk,' answered the cook. 'Thou canst not deliver thyself with this, O youth, for that in thy
deliverance is my destruction.' Quoth Selim, 'I swear to thee and give thee the covenant of God (to whom belong might and majesty) and His bond,
that He took of His prophets, that I will not discover thy secret ever.' But the cook answered, saying, 'Away! Away! This may no wise be.'
However, Selim ceased not to conjure him and make supplication to him and weep, while the cook persisted in his intent to slaughter him. Then he
wept and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Your water I'll leave without drinking, for there Too many already have drunken whilere..[When the
king heard his wife's words], it was as if he had been asleep and awoke; so he went forth of the harem and bade slaughter fowls and dress meats of
all kinds and colours. Moreover, he assembled all his retainers and let bring sweetmeats and dessert and all that beseemeth unto kings' tables. Then
he adorned his palace and despatched after El Abbas a man of the chief officers of his household, who found him coming forth of the bath, clad in a
doublet of fine goats' hair and over it a Baghdadi scarf; his waist was girt with a Rustec (81) kerchief and on his head he wore a light turban of
Damietta make..Reshid (Er) and the Barmecides, i. 189..Woman, The Thief and the, i. 278..I seated myself amiddleward the saloon, misdoubting,
and as I sat, there came down on me from the estrade seven naked men, without other clothing than leather girdles about their waists. One of them
came up to me and took my turban, whilst another took my handkerchief, that was in my sleeve, with my money, and a third stripped me of my
clothes; after which a fourth came and bound my hands behind me with his girdle. Then they all took me up, pinioned as I was, and casting me
down, fell a-dragging me towards a sink-hole that was there and were about to cut my throat, when, behold, there came a violent knocking at the
door. When they heard this, they were afraid and their minds were diverted from me by fear; so the woman went out and presently returning, said
to them, 'Fear not; no harm shall betide you this day. It is only your comrade who hath brought you your noon-meal.' With this the new-comer
entered, bringing with him a roasted lamb; and when he came in to them, he said to them, 'What is to do with you, that ye have tucked up [your
sleeves and trousers]?' Quoth they, '[This is] a piece of game we have caught.'.When the king heard this, he could not contain himself, but rushed in
upon them and said to them, 'Out on you! What did ye? Tell me.' And they said, 'Pardon, O king.' Quoth he, 'An ye would have pardon from God
and me, it behoveth you to tell me the truth, for nothing shall save you from me but truth-speaking.' So they prostrated themselves before him and
said, 'By Allah, O king, the viziers gave us this gold and taught us to lie against Abou Teman, so thou mightest put him to death, and what we said
was their words.' When the king heard this, he plucked at his beard, till he was like to tear it up by the roots and bit upon his fingers, till he
well-nigh sundered them in twain, for repentance and sorrow that he had wrought hastily and had not delayed with Abou Temam, so he might look
into his affair..Azadbekht and his Son, History of King, i. 61.Officer's Story, The Twelfth, ii. 179..? ? ? ? ? The zephyr's sweetness on the coppice
blew, And as with falling fire 'twas clad anew;.? ? ? ? ? n. The Man and his Wilful Wife dccccxix.The First Day..90. The Apples of Paradise
dclxxvi.? ? ? ? ? Wherefore fair patience look thou use, for sure 'tis praiseworthy; Yea, and its issues evermore are blessed and benign;.? ? ? ? ? n.
The Man who never Laughed again dccccxci.?Story of Ilan Shah and Abou Teman..? ? ? ? ? 'Twas not of wine that I had drunk; her mouth's sweet
honeyed dews It was intoxicated me with bliss and ravishment..Jaafer ben Yehya and Abdulmelik ben Salih the Abbaside, i. 183..One day, a day of
excessive heat, as I stood at the door of my house, I saw a fair woman approaching, and with her a slave-girl carrying a parcel. They gave not over
going till they came up to me, when the woman stopped and said to me, 'Hast thou a draught of water?' 'Yes,' answered I. 'Enter the vestibule, O my
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lady, so thou mayst drink.' Accordingly, she entered and I went up into the house and fetched two mugs of earthenware, perfumed with musk (175)
and full of cold water. She took one of them and discovered her face, [that she might drink]; whereupon I saw that she was as the shining sun or the
rising moon and said to her, 'O my lady, wilt thou not come up into the house, so thou mayst rest thyself till the air grow cool and after go away to
thine own place?' Quoth she, 'Is there none with thee?' 'Indeed,' answered I, 'I am a [stranger] and a bachelor and have none belonging to me, nor is
there a living soul in the house.' And she said, 'An thou be a stranger, thou art he in quest of whom I was going about.'.As for the merchant, he
bought him a sheep and slaughtering it, roasted it and dressed birds and [other] meats of various kinds and colours and bought dessert and
sweetmeats and fresh fruits. Then he repaired to El Abbas and conjured him to accept of his hospitality and enter his house and eat of his victual.
The prince consented to his wishes and went with him till they came to his house, when the merchant bade him enter. So El Abbas entered and saw
a goodly house, wherein was a handsome saloon, with a vaulted estrade. When he entered the saloon, he found that the merchant had made ready
food and dessert and perfumes, such as overpass description; and indeed he had adorned the table with sweet-scented flowers and sprinkled musk
and rose-water upon the food. Moreover, he had smeared the walls of the saloon with ambergris and set [the smoke of burning] aloes-wood abroach
therein..? ? ? ? ? Is there a man of you will come, that I may heal his paint With blows right profitful for him who's sick for lust of fight?.Meinsoun
drank off his cup and said to her, 'Well done, O perfect of attributes!' Then he signed to her and was absent awhile, after which he returned and with
him a tray of jewels worth an hundred thousand dinars, [which he gave to Tuhfeh]. So Kemeriyeh arose and bade her slave-girl open the closet
behind her, wherein she laid all that wealth. Then she delivered the key to Tuhfeh, saying, 'All that cometh to thee of riches, lay thou in this closet
that is by thy side, and after the festival, it shall be carried to thy palace on the heads of the Jinn.' Tuhfeh kissed her hand, and another king, by
name Munir, took the cup and filling it, said to her, 'O fair one, sing to me over my cup upon the jasmine.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered
she and improvised the following verses:.We abode thus till the setting-in of the time of mid-afternoon, when she said, "Needs must I wash before I
go." Quoth I, "Get water wherewithal we may wash," and pulled out from my pocket about a score of dirhems, thinking to give them to her; but she
said, "I seek refuge with God!" and brought out of her pocket a handful of silver, saying, "But for destiny and that God hath caused the love of thee
fall into my heart, there had not happened that which hath happened." Quoth I, "Take this in requital of that which thou hast spent;" and she said,
"O my lord, by and by, whenas companionship is prolonged between us, thou wilt see if the like of me looketh unto money and gain or no." Then
she took a pitcher of water and going into the lavatory, washed (111) and presently coming forth, prayed and craved pardon of God the Most High
for that which she had done..When the youth had made an end of his story, the king's anger subsided a little and he said, "Restore him to the prison,
for the day draweth to an end, and tomorrow we will took into his affair.".? ? ? ? ? Of spies, "How long, O scoffer, wilt mock at my despair, As
'twere God had created nought else whereat to jeer?".Meanwhile, the people of the city rejoiced and were glad and blessed the vizier's daughter,
marvelling for that three days had passed and that the king had not put her to death and exulting in that, [as they deemed,] he had turned [from his
purpose] and would never again burden himself with blood-guiltiness against any of the maidens of the city. Then, on the fourth night, she related
to him a still more extraordinary story, and on the fifth night she told him anecdotes of kings and viziers and notables. On this wise she ceased not
[to do] with him [many] days and nights, what while the king still said in himself, 'When I have heard the end of the story, I will put her to death,'
and the people waxed ever in wonder and admiration. Moreover, the folk of the provinces and cities heard of this thing, to wit, that the king had
turned from his custom and from that which he had imposed upon himself and had renounced his heresy, wherefore they rejoiced and the folk
returned to the capital and took up their abode therein, after they had departed thence; yea, they were constant in prayer to God the Most High that
He would stablish the king in that his present case; and this," said Shehrzad, "is the end of that which my friend related to me.".118. The Jewish
Cadi and his Pious Wife cccclxv.Officer's Story, The Fifteenth, ii. 190..The season of my presence is never at an end, ii. 246..When Noureddin
heard these his slave-girl's verses, he fell a-weeping, what while she strained him to her bosom and wiped away his tears with her sleeve and
questioned him and comforted his mind. Then she took the lute and sweeping its strings, played thereon, after such a wise as would move the
phlegmatic to delight, and sang the following verses:.Razi (Er) and El Merouzi, ii. 28..Therewithal Queen Es Shuhba was moved to delight and
said, 'Well done, O Tuhfeh! Let me have more of thy singing.' So she smote the lute and changing the mode, improvised the following verses on
the moss-rose:.When the two young men presented themselves before him and set forth their case to him and to the folk and the king heard their
speech, he knew them and his heart was like to fly for joyance in them: the tears poured from his eyes at their sight and that of his wife, and he
thanked God the Most High and praised Him for that He had reunited [him with] them. Then he dismissed the folk who were present about him and
bade commit the Magian and the woman and the two youths to his armoury (65) [for the night], commanding that they should keep guard over
them till God caused the morning morrow, so he might assemble the cadis and the judges and assessors and judge between them, according to the
Holy Law, in the presence of the four cadis. So they did his bidding and the king passed the night praying and praising God the Most High for that
which He had vouchsafed him of kingship and puissance and victory over (66) him who had wronged him and thanking Him who had reunited him
with his family..There was once a man of the drapers, who had a fair wife, and she was curtained (54) and chaste. A certain young man saw her
coming forth of the bath and loved her and his heart was occupied with her. So he cast about [to get access to her] with all manner of devices, but
availed not to win to her; and when he was weary of endeavour and his patience was exhausted for weariness and his fortitude failed him and he
was at an end of his resources against her, he complained of this to an old woman of ill-omen, (55) who promised him to bring about union
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between him and her. He thanked her for this and promised her all manner of good; and she said to him, "Get thee to her husband and buy of him a
turban-cloth of fine linen, and let it be of the goodliest of stuffs.".Thief, A Merry Jest of a, ii. 186..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ea. Story of the Barber's First
Brother ci.155. Hassan of Bassora and the King's Daughter of the Jinn dcclxxviii.1. The Merchant and the Genie i.Then he conferred on him a dress
of honour and engaged to him for the completion of the dowry and sent to his father, giving him the glad news and comforting his heart with [the
tidings of] his son's safety; after which he said to Bihzad, Arise, O my son, and go to thy father.' 'O king,' rejoined the prince, 'complete thy
kindness to me by [hastening] my going-in to my wife; for, if I go back to my father, till he send a messenger and he return, promising me, the time
will be long.' The king laughed and marvelled at him and said to him, 'I fear for thee from this haste, lest thou come to shame and attain not thy
desire.' Then he gave him wealth galore and wrote him letters, commending him to the father of the princess, and despatched him to them. When he
drew near their country, the king came forth to meet him with the people of his realm and assigned him a handsome lodging and bade hasten the
going-in of his daughter to him, in compliance with the other king's letter. Moreover, he advised the prince's father [of his son's coming] and they
busied themselves with the affair of the damsel..Presently, up came the old woman, whereupon the young man sprang to his feet and laying hold of
her, demanded of her the turban-cloth. Quoth she, "Know that I entered one of the houses and made the ablution and prayed in the place of prayer;
and I forgot the turban-cloth there and went out. Now I know not the house in which I prayed, nor have I been directed (59) thereto, and I go round
about every day till the night, so haply I may light on it, for I know not its owner." When the draper heard this, he said to the old woman, "Verily,
Allah restoreth unto thee vhat which thou hast lost. Rejoice, for the turban-cloth is with me and in my house." And he arose forthright and gave her
the turban-cloth, as it was. She gave it to the young man, and the draper made his peace with his wife and gave her raiment and jewellery, [by way
of peace-offering], till she was content and her heart was appeased. (60).52. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Merchant's Sister dcvi.? ? ? ? ? Read
then my writ and pity thou the blackness of my fate, Sick, love- distraught, without a friend to whom I may complain..Presently up came the kings
of the Jinn from every side and kissed the earth before the queen and stood in her service; and she thanked them for this, but stirred not for one of
them. Then came the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis (God curse him!) and kissed the earth before her, saying, 'O my lady, may I not be bereft of these
steps!' (229) O Sheikh Aboultawalf,' answered she, 'it behoveth thee to thank the bounty of the Lady Tuhfeh, who was the cause of my coming.'
'True,' answered he and kissed the earth. Then the queen fared on [towards the palace] and there [arose and] alighted upon the trees an hundred
thousand birds of various colours. Quoth Tuhfeh, 'How many are these birds!' And Queen Wekhimeh said to her, 'Know, O my sister, that this
queen is called Queen Es Shuhba and that she is queen over all the Jinn from East to West. These birds that thou seest are of her troops, and except
they came in this shape, the earth would not contain them. Indeed, they came forth with her and are present with her presence at this circumcision.
She will give thee after the measure of that which hath betided thee (230) from the first of the festival to the last thereof; and indeed she honoureth
us all with her presence.'.All those who were present laughed at her mockery of Iblis and marvelled at the goodliness of her observation (209) and
her readiness in improvising verses; whilst the Sheikh himself rejoiced and said to her, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, the night is gone; so arise and rest
thyself ere the day; and to-morrow all shall be well.' Then all the kings of the Jinn departed, together with those who were present of guards, and
Tuhfeh abode alone, pondering the affair of Er Reshid and bethinking her of how it was with him, after her, and of that which had betided him for
her loss, till the dawn gleamed, when she arose and walked in the palace. Presently she saw a handsome door; so she opened it and found herself in
a garden goodlier than the first, never saw eyes a fairer than it. When she beheld this garden, delight moved her and she called to mind her lord Er
Reshid and wept sore, saying, 'I crave of the bounty of God the Most High that my return to him and to my palace and my home may be near at
hand!'.When Galen heard this, he ordered the weaver the amount of his wife's dowry and bade him pay it to her and divorce her. Moreover, he
forbade him from returning to the practice of physic and warned him never again to take to wife a woman of better condition than himself; and he
gave him his spending-money and bade him return to his [former] craft. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary or rarer than the story of
the two sharpers who cozened each his fellow.".? ? ? ? ? Tirewomen to the bride, who whiskers, ay, and beard Upon her face produce, they never
would assign. (194).? ? ? ? ? k. The Vizier's Son and the Bathkeeper's Wife dlxxxiv.It is said that the most extraordinary of that which happened to
Er Reshid was as follows: His brother El Hadi, (153) when he succeeded to the Khalifate, enquired of a seal-ring of great price, that had belonged
to his father El Mehdi, (154) and it came to his knowledge that Er Reshid had taken it. So he required it of the latter, who refused to give it up, and
El Hadi insisted upon him, but he still denied the seal-ring of the Khalifate. Now this was on the bridge [over the Tigris], and he threw the ring into
the river. When El Hadi died and Er Reshid succeeded to the Khalifate, he came in person to that bridge, with a seal-ring of lead, which he threw
into the river at the same place, and bade the divers seek it. So they did [his bidding] and brought up the first ring, and this was reckoned [an omen]
of Er Reshid's good fortune and [a presage of] the continuance of his reign. (155).Now it was the night-season. So the soldiers carried him without
the city, thinking to crucify him, when, behold, there came out upon them thieves and fell in on them with swords and [other] weapons. Thereupon
the guards left him whom they purposed to put to death [and took to flight], whilst the man who was going to slaughter fled forth at a venture and
plunging into the desert, knew not whither he went before he found himself in a thicket and there came out upon him a lion of frightful aspect,
which snatched him up and set him under him. Then he went up to a tree and tearing it up by the roots, covered the man therewith and made off
into the thicket, in quest of the lioness..Then he re-entered the village and buying the prince a horse, mounted him thereon and they ceased not
going, till they came to the frontier of their own country, where there fell robbers upon them by the way and took all that was with them and
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pinioned them; after which they cast them into a pit hard by the road and went away and left them to die there, and indeed they had cast many folk
into that pit and they had died..Noureddin thanked him and they entered the slave-merchant's house. When the people of the house saw Abou
Nuwas, they rose to do him worship, for that which they knew of his station with the Commander of the Faithful. Moreover, the slave-dealer
himself came up to them with two chairs, and they seated themselves thereon. Then the slave-merchant went into the house and returning with the
slave-girl, as she were a willow-wand or a bamboo-cane, clad in a vest of damask silk and tired with a black and white turban, the ends whereof fell
down over her face, seated her on a chair of ebony; after which quoth he to those who were present, "I will discover to you a face as it were a full
moon breaking forth from under a cloud." And they said, "Do so." So he unveiled the damsel's face and behold, she was like the shining sun, with
comely shape and day-bright face and slender [waist and heavy] hips; brief, she was endowed with elegance, the description whereof existeth not,
[and was] even as saith of her the poet:.The company marvelled at this story and the ninth officer came forward and said, 'I will tell you a right
goodly story I heard at a wedding..?Story of the Prisoner and How God Gave Him Relief..? ? ? ? ? My friends have not accustomed me to rigour;
for, of old, When I forsook them, they to seek accord did not disdain..14. Khelif the Fisherman (227) cccxxi.No good's in life (to the counsel list of
one who's purpose-whole), i. 28..? ? ? ? ? w. The Sharper and the Merchants dccccxv.When Er Reshid heard this, he waxed exceeding wroth and
said, "May God not reunite you twain in gladness!" Then he summoned the headsman, and when he presented himself, he said to him, "Strike off
the head of this accursed slave-girl." So Mesrour took her by the hand and [led her away; but], when she came to the door, she turned and said to
the Khalif, "O Commander of the Faithful, I conjure thee, by thy fathers and forefathers, give ear unto that I shall say!" Then she improvised and
recited the following verses:.As we stood, behold, up came the lady, and with her a slave-girl. When she saw the young man, she said to him, "Art
thou here?" And he answered, "Yes, O my lady." Quoth she, "To-day I am bidden by this man. Wilt thou go with us?" And he replied, "Yes." Then
said she, "Thou hast brought me [hither] against my will and perforce. Wilt thou go with us in any event?" (184) "Yes, yes," answered he and we
fared on, [all three,] till we came to Er Rauzeh and entered the pavilion. The lady diverted herself awhile with viewing its ordinance and furniture,
after which she put off her [walking-]clothes and sat down [with the young man] in the goodliest and chiefest place. Then I went forth and brought
them what they should eat at the first of the day; moreover, I went out also and fetched them what they should eat at the last of the day and brought
them wine and dessert and fruits and flowers. On this wise I abode in their service, standing on my feet, and she said not unto me, "Sit," nor "Take,
eat" nor "Take, drink," what while she and the young man sat toying and laughing, and he fell to kissing her and pinching her and hopping about
upon the ground and laughing..Munir drank off his cup and ordered her eight hundred thousand dinars, whereat Kemeriyeh rejoiced and rising to
her feet, kissed Tuhfeh on her face and said to her, 'May the world not be bereaved of thee, O thou who lordest it over the hearts of Jinn and
mortals!' Then she returned to her place and the Sheikh Iblis arose and danced, till all present were confounded; after which he said to Tuhfeh,
'Indeed, thou embellishest my festival, O thou who hast commandment over men and Jinn and rejoicest their hearts with thy loveliness and the
excellence of thy faithfulness to thy lord. All that thy hands possess shall be borne to thee [in thy palace and placed] at thy service; but now the
dawn is near at hand; so do thou rise and rest thee, as of thy wont' Tuhfeh turned and found with her none of the Jinn; so she laid her head on the
ground and slept till she had gotten her rest; after which she arose and betaking herself to the pool, made the ablution and prayed. Then she sat
beside the pool awhile and pondered the affair of her lord Er Reshid and that which had betided him after her and wept sore..When the king heard
this from his son, he rose to his feet and calling for his charger of state, took horse with four-and-twenty amirs of the chief officers of his empire.
Then he betook himself to the palace of the King of Baghdad, who, when he saw him coming, bade his chamberlains open the doors to him and
going down himself to meet him, received him with all worship and hospitality and entreated him with the utmost honour. Moreover, he carried
him [and his suite] into the palace and causing make ready for them carpets and cushions, sat down upon a chair of gold, with traverses of juniperwood, set with pearls and jewels. Then he bade bring sweetmeats and confections and odoriferous flowers and commanded to slaughter
four-and-twenty head of sheep and the like of oxen and make ready geese and fowls, stuffed and roasted, and pigeons and spread the tables; nor
was it long before the meats were set on in dishes of gold and silver. So they ate till they had enough and when they had eaten their fill, the tables
were removed and the wine-service set on and the cups and flagons ranged in order, whilst the mamelukes and the fair slave- girls sat down, with
girdles of gold about their middles, inlaid with all manner pearls and diamonds and emeralds and rubies and other jewels. Moreover, the king bade
fetch the musicians; so there presented themselves before him a score of damsels, with lutes and psalteries and rebecks, and smote upon
instruments of music, on such wise that they moved the assembly to delight..As for the king, he arose in haste and disguising himself, repaired to
the house of Firouz and knocked at the door. Quoth Firouz's wife, "Who is at the door?" And he answered, saying, "I am the king, thy husband's
master." So she opened the door and he entered and sat down, saying, "We are come to visit thee." Quoth she, "I seek refuge [with God] from this
visitation, for indeed I deem not well thereof." And the king said, "O desire of hearts, I am thy husband's master and methinks thou knowest me
not." "Nay," answered she, "I know thee, O my lord and master, and I know thy purpose and that which thou seekest and that thou art my husband's
lord. I understand what thou wishest, and indeed the poet hath forestalled thee in his saying of the following verses, in reference to thy case:.Then
said he to Aboulhusn, "Praised be God who hath done away from thee that which irked thee and that I see thee in weal!" And Aboulhusn said,
"Never again will I take thee to boon-companion or sitting-mate; for the byword saith, 'Whoso stumbleth on a stone and returneth thereto, blame
and reproach be upon him.' And thou, O my brother, nevermore will I entertain thee nor use companionship with thee, for that I have not found thy
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commerce propitious to me." (32) But the Khalif blandished him and conjured him, redoubling words upon him with "Verily, I am thy guest; reject
not the guest," till Aboulhusn took him and [carrying him home], brought him into the saloon and set food before him and friendly entreated him in
speech. Then he told him all that had befallen him, whilst the Khalif was like to die of hidden laughter; after which Aboulhusn removed the tray of
food and bringing the wine-tray, filled a cup and emptied it out three times, then gave it to the Khalif, saying, "O boon-companion mine, I am thy
slave and let not that which I am about to say irk thee, and be thou not vexed, neither do thou vex me." And he recited these verses:.? ? ? ? ? The
world is upon me all desolate grown. Alack, my long grief and forlornness! Who knows.Whilst the Sheikh was thus occupied with taking leave of
the kings, Meimoun sought his opportunity, whenas he saw the place empty, and taking up Tuhfeh on his shoulders, soared up with her to the
confines of the sky and flew away with her. Presently, Iblis came to look for Tuhfeh and see what she purposed, but found her not and saw the
slave-girls buffeting their faces; so he said to them, 'Out on ye! What is to do?' 'O our lord,' answered they, 'Meimoun hath snatched up Tuhfeh and
flown away with her.' When Iblis heard this, he gave a cry, to which the earth trembled, and said, 'What is to be done? Out on ye! Shall he carry off
Tuhfeh from my very palace and outrage mine honour? Doubtless, this Meimoun hath lost his wits.' Then he cried out a second time, that the earth
quaked therefor, and rose up into the air..? ? ? ? ? Still, as my transports wax, grows restlessness on me And woes have ta'en the place of
love-delight denied..36. The Mock Khalif dxliii.? ? ? ? ? All wasted is my body and bowels tortured sore; Love's fire on me still waxeth, mine eyes
with tears still rain..? ? ? ? ? And who can tell if ever house shall us together bring In union of life serene and undisturbed content?.So they carried
him into the city and hid him with them. Moreover, they agreed with a company of the king's chief officers, who had aforetime been those of
Bekhtzeman, and acquainted them with this; whereat they rejoiced with an exceeding joy. Then they assembled together to Bekhtzeman and made
a covenant and handfast [of fealty] with him and fell upon the enemy at unawares and slew him and seated King Bekhtzeman again on the throne of
his kingship. And his affairs prospered and God amended his estate and restored His bounty to him, and he ruled his subjects justly and abode in
the obedience of the Most High. On this wise, O king," continued the young treasurer, "he with whom God is and whose intent is pure, meeteth
nought but good. As for me, I have no helper other than God, and I am content to submit myself to His ordinance, for that He knoweth the purity of
my intent.".There abode once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, in the city of Baghdad, the Abode of Peace, the Khalif Haroun er Reshid,
and he had boon-companions and story-tellers, to entertain him by night Among his boon-companions was a man called Abdallah ben Nan, who
was high in favour with him and dear unto him, so that he was not forgetful of him a single hour. Now it befell, by the ordinance of destiny, that it
became manifest to Abdallah that he was grown of little account with the Khalif and that he paid no heed unto him; nor, if he absented himself, did
he enquire concerning him, as had been his wont. This was grievous to Abdallah and he said in himself, "Verily, the heart of the Commander of the
Faithful and his fashions are changed towards me and nevermore shall I get of him that cordiality wherewith he was wont to entreat me." And this
was distressful to him and concern waxed upon him, so that he recited the following verses:.Foul-favoured Man and his Fair Wife, The, ii. 61..For
the uses of food I was fashioned and made, ii. 223..? ? ? ? ? What had it irked them, had they'd ta'en farewell of him they've left Lone, whilst
estrangement's fires within his entrails rage amain?.102. The Apples of Paradise ccccxii.Twelfth Officer's Story, The, ii. I79..Third Officer's Story,
The, ii. 137..Firouz and his Wife, i. 209..111 El Melik es Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of Police dccccxxx
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