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?Story of the Merchant and His Sons..? ? ? ? ? Then sent I speech to thee in verses such as burn The heart; reproach therein was none nor yet

unright;.As for Er Razi and El Merouzi, they made peace with each other and sat down to share the booty. Quoth El Merouzi, 'I will not give thee a

dirhem of this money, till thou pay me my due of the money that is in thy house.' And Er Razi said 'I will not do it, nor will I subtract this from

aught of my due.' So they fell out upon this and disputed with one another and each went saying to his fellow, 'I will not give thee a dirhem!' And

words ran high between them and contention was prolonged..Meanwhile, he ceased not, he and his beloved, Queen Mariyeh, in the most

delightsome of life and the pleasantest thereof, and he was vouchsafed by her children; and indeed there befell friendship and love between them

and the longer their companionship was prolonged, the more their love waxed, so that they became unable to endure from each other a single hour,

save the time of his going forth to the Divan, when he would return to her in the utterest that might be of longing. Aud on this wise they abode in

all solace and delight of life, till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of Companies. So extolled be the perfection of Him

whose kingdom endureth for ever, who is never heedless neither dieth nor sleepeth! This is all that hath come down to us of their story, and so

peace [be on you!].Now there remained one after her; so we took her and drowned her and the eunuchs went away, whilst we dropped down the

river with the boat till we came to the mouth of the canal, where I saw my mistress awaiting me. So we took her up into the boat and returned to our

pavilion on Er Rauzeh. Then I rewarded the boatman and he took his boat and went away; whereupon quoth she to me, "Thou art indeed a friend in

need." (189) And I abode with her some days; but the shock wrought upon her so that she sickened and fell to wasting away and redoubled in

languishment and weakness till she died. I mourned for her with an exceeding mourning and buried her; after which I removed all that was in the

pavilion to my own house [and abandoned the former]..?STORY OF THE RICH MAN WHO GAVE HIS FAIR DAUGHTER IN MARRIAGE

TO THE POOR OLD MAN..Then Selim turned to Selma and said to her, 'O sister mine, how deemest thou of this calamity and what counsellest

thou thereanent?' 'O my brother,' answered she, 'indeed I know not what I shall say concerning the like of this; but he is not disappointed who

seeketh direction [of God], nor doth he repent who taketh counsel. One getteth not the better of the traces of burning by (68) haste, and know that

this is an affliction that hath descended on us; and we have need of management to do it away, yea, and contrivance to wash withal our shame from

our faces.' And they gave not over watching the gate till break of day, when the young man opened the door and their mother took leave of him;

after which he went his way and she entered, she and her handmaid..When they reached the city, the king heard of their coming and commanded

that they should attend him with what befitted [of their merchandise]. So they presented themselves before him, [and the boy with them,] whom

when the king saw, he said to them, "To whom belongeth this boy?" And they answered, "O king, we were going in such a road, when there came

out upon us a sort of robbers; so we made war upon them and overcame them and took this boy prisoner. Then we questioned him, saying, 'Who is

thy father?' and he answered, 'I am the captain's son of the thieves.'" Quoth the king, "I would fain have this boy." And the captain of the caravan

said, "God maketh thee gift of him, O king of the age, and we all are thy slaves." Then the king dismissed [the people of] the caravan and let carry

the youth into his palace and he became as one of the servants, what while his father the king knew not that he was his son. As time went on, the

king observed in him good breeding and understanding and knowledge (100) galore and he pleased him; so he committed his treasuries to his

charge and straitened the viziers' hand therefrom, commanding that nought should be taken forth therefrom except by leave of the youth. On this

wise he abode a number of years and the king saw in him nought but fidelity and studiousness in well-doing..When the evening evened, the king

bade fetch the vizier and required of him the story of the journeyman and the girl. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O august king,

that.? ? ? ? ? "Be thou not hard of heart," quoth I. Had ye but deigned To visit me in dreams, I had been satisfied..Meanwhile the messenger had

reached the opposite camp with the news of Tuhfeh's deliverance, whereat the Sheikh Aboultawaif rejoiced and bestowed on the bringer of good

tidings a sumptuous dress of honour and made him commander over a company of the Jinn. Then they fell upon Meimoun's troops and destroyed

them to the last man; and when they came to Meimoun, they found that he had slain himself and was even as we have said. Presently Kemeriyeh

and her sister [Wekhimeh] came up to their grandfather and told him what they had done; whereupon he came to Tuhfeh and saluted her and gave

her joy of her deliverance. Then he delivered Meimoun's palace to Selheb and took all the former's riches and gave them to Tuhfeh, whilst the

troops encamped upon the Crescent Mountain. Moreover, the Sheikh Aboultawaif said to Tuhfeh, 'Blame me not,' and she kissed his hands. As

they were thus engaged, there appeared to them the tribes of the Jinn, as they were clouds, and Queen Es Shuhba flying in their van, with a drawn

sword in her hand..? ? ? ? ? Whenas its jar was opened, the singers prostrate fell In worship of its brightness, it shone so wonder-clear..Then the girl

went away, running, after her mistress, whereupon I left the shop and set out after them, so I might see her abiding-place. I followed after them all

the way, till she disappeared from mine eyes, when I returned to my place, with a heart on fire. Some days after, she came to me again and bought

stuffs of me. I refused to take the price and she said, "We have no need of thy goods." Quoth I, "O my lady, accept them from me as a gift;" but she

said, "[Wait] till I try thee and make proof of thee." Then she brought out of her pocket a purse and gave me therefrom a thousand dinars, saying,

"Trade with this till I return to thee." So I took the purse and she went away [and returned not to me] till six months had passed by. Meanwhile, I

traded with the money and sold and bought and made other thousand dinars profit [on it]..Then said Er Razi to El Merouzi, 'Come with me to my

city, for that it is nearer [than thine].' So he went with him, and when he came to his lodging, he said to his wife and household and neighbours,
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'This is my brother, who hath been absent in the land of Khorassan and is come back.' And he abode with him in all honour and worship three days'

space. On the fourth day, Er Razi said to him, 'Know, O my brother, that I purpose to do somewhat' 'What is it?' asked El Merouzi. Quoth the other,

'I mean to feign myself dead and do thou go to the market and hire two porters and a bier. [Then come back and take me up and go round about the

streets and markets with me and collect alms on my account.] (34).Now thieves had followed him, so they might rob him of his good, but availed

not unto aught; wherefore he went up to the old woman and kissed her head and exceeded in munificence to her. Then she [warned him of that

which awaited strangers entering the town and] said to him, 'I like not this for thee and I fear mischief for thee from these questions that the vizier

hath appointed for the confrontation of the ignorant.' And she expounded to him the case according to its fashion. Then said she to him, 'But have

no concern: only carry me with thee to thy lodging, and if he question thee of aught, whilst I am with thee, I will expound the answers to thee.' Se

he carried her with him to the city and established her in his lodging and entreated her kindly..Now he had no treasure; but the thief believed him

not and insisted upon him with threats and blows. When he saw that he got no profit of him, he said to him, 'Swear by the oath of divorce from thy

wife (247) [that thou hast nothing].' So he swore and his wife said to him, 'Out on thee! Wilt thou divorce me? Is not the treasure buried in yonder

chamber?' Then she turned to the thief and conjured him to multiply blows upon her husband, till he should deliver to him the treasure, concerning

which he had sworn falsely. So he drubbed him grievously, till he carried him to a certain chamber, wherein she signed to him that the treasure was

and that he should take it up..'A great theft had been committed in the city and I was cited, (139) I and my fellows. Now it was a matter of

considerable value and they (140) pressed hard upon us; but we obtained of them some days' grace and dispersed in quest of the stolen goods. As

for me, I sallied forth with five men and went round about the city that day; and on the morrow we fared forth [into the suburbs]. When we came a

parasang or two parasangs' distance from the city, we were athirst; and presently we came to a garden. So I went in and going up to the

water-wheel, (141) entered it and drank and made the ablution and prayed. Presently up came the keeper of the garden and said to me, "Out on

thee! Who brought thee into this water-wheel?" And he cuffed me and squeezed my ribs till I was like to die. Then he bound me with one of his

bulls and made me turn in the water-wheel, flogging me the while with a cattle whip he had with him, till my heart was on fire; after which he

loosed me and I went out, knowing not the way..So the thief entered, he and the husband; and when they were both in the chamber, she locked on

them the door, which was a stout one, and said to the thief, 'Out on thee, O fool! Thou hast fallen [into the trap] and now I have but to cry out and

the officers of the police will come and take thee and thou wilt lose thy life, O Satan!' Quoth he, 'Let me go forth;' and she said, 'Thou art a man and

I am a woman; and in thy hand is a knife and I am afraid of thee.' Quoth he, 'Take the knife from me.' So she took the knife from him and said to

her husband, 'Art thou a woman and he a man? Mar his nape with beating, even as he did with thee; and if he put out his hand to thee, I will cry out

and the police will come and take him and cut him in sunder.' So the husband said to him, 'O thousand-horned, (248) O dog, O traitor, I owe thee a

deposit, (249) for which thou dunnest me.' And he fell to beating him grievously with a stick of live-oak, whilst he called out to the woman for help

and besought her of deliverance; but she said, 'Abide in thy place till the morning, and thou shalt see wonders.' And her husband beat him within

the chamber, till he [well- nigh] made an end of him and he swooned away..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Before I rent my clothes, reproach me not, I pray..Old

Woman, the Merchant and the King, The, i. 265..Then he turned to a damsel of the damsels and said to her, "Who am I?" Quoth she, "Thou art the

Commander of the Faithful;" and he said, "Thou liest, O calamity! (33) If I be indeed the Commander of the Faithful, bite my finger." So she came

to him and bit it with her might, and he said to her, "It sufficeth." Then he said to the chief eunuch, "Who am I?" And he answered, "Thou art the

Commander of the Faithful." So he left him and turning to a little white slave, said to him, "Bite my ear;" and he bent down to him and put his ear

to his mouth. Now the slave was young and lacked understanding; so he closed his teeth upon Aboulhusn's ear with his might, till he came near to

sever it; and he knew not Arabic, so, as often as Aboulhusn said to him, "It sufficeth," he concluded that he said, "Bite harder," and redoubled his

bite and clenched his teeth upon the ear, whilst the damsels were diverted from him with hearkening to the singing-girls, and Aboulhusn cried out

for succour from the boy and the Khalif [well-nigh] lost his senses for laughter..In my soul the fire of yearning and affliction rageth aye, iii.

65..Merouzi (El) and Er Razi, ii. 28..Awake, Asleep and, i. 5..Therewithal Queen Es Shuhba was moved to delight and said, 'Well done, O Tuhfeh!

Let me have more of thy singing.' So she smote the lute and changing the mode, improvised the following verses on the moss-rose:.So saying, he

went up to the princess and laying his hand upon her heart, found it fluttering like a doveling and the life yet clinging to (112) her bosom. So he

laid his hand upon her cheek, whereupon she opened her eyes and beckoning to her maid, signed to her, as who should say, "Who is this that

treadeth my carpet and transgresseth against me?" (113) "O my lady," answered Shefikeh, "this is Prince El Abbas, for whose sake thou departest

the world." When Mariyeh heard speak of El Abbas, she raised her hand from under the coverlet and laying it upon his neck, inhaled his odour

awhile. Then she sat up and her colour returned to her and they sat talking till a third part of the night was past..46. The Loves of Budour and Jubeir

ben Umeir dlxxxvii.Now the children had entered the coppice, to make water, and there was there a forest of trees, wherein, if a horseman entered,

he might wander by the week, [before finding his way out], for none knew the first thereof from the last. So the boys entered therein and knew not

how they should return and went astray in that wood, to an end that was willed of God the Most High, whilst their father sought them, but found

them not. So he returned to their mother and they abode weeping for their children. As for these latter, when they entered the wood, it swallowed

them up and they went wandering in it many days, knowing not where they had entered, till they came forth, at another side, upon the open

country..So Selim came forward and kissing the earth before the [supposed] king, praised him and related to him his story from beginning to end,
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till the time of their coming to that city, he and his sister, telling him how he had entered the place and fallen into the hands of the cook and that

which had betided him [with him] and what he had suffered from him of beating and bonds and shackles and pinioning. Moreover, he told him how

the cook had made him his brother's slave and how the latter had sold him in Hind and he had married the princess and become king and how life

was not pleasant to him till he should foregather with his sister and how the cook had fallen in with him a second time and acquainted her with that

which had betided him of sickness and disease for the space of a full-told year..The king marvelled at this and at his dealing and contrivance and

invested him with [the control of] all his affairs and of his kingdom and the land abode [under his governance] and he said to him, 'Take and

people.' (244) One day, the tither went out and saw an old man, a woodcutter, and with him wood; so he said to him, 'Pay a dirhem tithe for thy

load.' Quoth the old man, 'Behold, thou killest me and killest my family.' 'What [meanest thou]?' said the tither. 'Who killeth the folk?' And the

other answered, 'If thou suffer me enter the city, I shall sell the wood there for three dirhems, whereof I will give thee one and buy with the other

two what will support my family; but, if thou press me for the tithe without the city, the load will sell but for one dirhem and thou wilt take it and I

shall abide without food, I and my family. Indeed, thou and I in this circumstance are like unto David and Solomon, on whom be peace!' ['How so?'

asked the tither, and the woodcutter said], 'Know that.However, he would not be denied, and when he saw her [constant] refusal of herself to him,

he feared lest she should tell the folk of him. So, when he arose in the morning, he took a scroll and wrote in it what he would of forgery and

falsehood and going up to the Sultan's palace, said, '[I have] an advisement [for the king].' So he bade admit him and he delivered him the writ that

he had forged, saying, 'I found this letter with the woman, the devotee, the ascetic, and indeed she is a spy, a secret informer against the king to his

enemy; and I deem the king's due more incumbent on me than any other and his advisement the first [duty], for that he uniteth in himself all the

people, and but for the king's presence, the subjects would perish; wherefore I have brought [thee] warning.' The king put faith in his words and

sent with him those who should lay hands upon the woman and put her to death; but they found her not..? ? ? ? ? O my God! Who is stronger than

Thou in resource? The Subtle, Thou knowest my plight and my pain..80. Yehya ben Khalid and the Poor Man cccxci.? ? ? ? ? a. The Cat and the

Mouse dcix."There was once, of old time, a king and he had a son [named Bihzad], there was not in his day a goodlier than he and he loved to

consort with the folk and to sit with the merchants and converse with them. One day, as he sat in an assembly, amongst a number of folk, he heard

them talking of his own goodliness and grace and saying, 'There is not in his time a goodlier than he.' But one of the company said, 'Indeed, the

daughter of King Such-an-one is handsomer than he.' When Bihzad heard this saying, his reason fled and his heart fluttered and he called the last

speaker and said to him, 'Repeat to me that which thou saidst and tell me the truth concerning her whom thou avouchest to be handsomer than I and

whose daughter she is.' Quoth the man, 'She is the daughter of King Such-an-one;' whereupon Bihzad's heart clave to her and his colour

changed..?THE SECOND OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclv.6. Isaac of Mosul's Story of Khedijeh and

the Khalif El Mamoun xciv.? ? ? ? ? h. Ilan Shah and Abou Temam cccclxvi.The fuller gave not over sleeping till sunrise, when he awoke and

finding himself in this plight, misdoubted of his affair and imagined that he was a Turk and abode putting one foot forward and drawing the other

back. Then said he in himself, 'I will go to my dwelling, and if my wife know me, then am I Ahmed the fuller; but, if she know me not, I am a

Turk.' So he betook himself to his house; but when the artful baggage his wife saw him, she cried out in his face, saying, 'Whither away, O trooper?

Wilt thou break into the house of Ahmed the fuller, and he a man of repute, having a brother-in-law a Turk, a man of high standing with the Sultan?

An thou depart not, I will acquaint my husband and he will requite thee thy deed.'.? ? ? ? ? Leave rhyming, madman that thou art, lest, bound upon

the cross, Thou thy presumption in the stead of abjectness repent..Selim and Selma, ii. 81..36. Jaafer the Barmecide and the Bean-Seller ccxcix.? ?

? ? ? All through the day its light and when the night grows dark, My grief forsakes me not, no, nor my heavy cheer..The First Day..? ? ? ? ? m. The

Boy and the Thieves dcxxvii.The Seventh Night of the Month..When El Aziz had sat awhile, he summoned the mamelukes of his son El Abbas,

and they were five-and-twenty in number, besides half a score slave-girls, as they were moons, five of whom the king had brought with him and

other five he had left with the prince's mother. When the mamelukes came before him, he cast over each of them a mantle of green brocade and

bade them mount like horses of one and the same fashion and enter Baghdad and enquire concerning their lord El Abbas. So they entered the city

and passed through the [streets and] markets, and there abode in Baghdad nor old man nor boy but came forth to gaze on them and divert himself

with the sight of their beauty and grace and the goodliness of their aspect and of their clothes and horses, for that they were even as moons. They

gave not over going till they came to the royal palace, where they halted, and the king looked at them and seeing their beauty and the goodliness of

their apparel and the brightness of their faces, said, "Would I knew of which of the tribes these are!" And he bade the eunuch bring him news of

them..Sharpers who cheated each his Fellow, The Two, ii. 28..? ? ? ? ? Algates ye are our prey become; this many a day and night Right instantly

of God we've craved to be vouchsafed your sight..? ? ? ? ? Be patient under its calamities, For all things have an issue soon or late..ABDALLAH

BEN NAFI AND THE KING'S SON OF CASHGHAR. (157).As for the king, he arose in haste and disguising himself, repaired to the house of

Firouz and knocked at the door. Quoth Firouz's wife, "Who is at the door?" And he answered, saying, "I am the king, thy husband's master." So she

opened the door and he entered and sat down, saying, "We are come to visit thee." Quoth she, "I seek refuge [with God] from this visitation, for

indeed I deem not well thereof." And the king said, "O desire of hearts, I am thy husband's master and methinks thou knowest me not." "Nay,"

answered she, "I know thee, O my lord and master, and I know thy purpose and that which thou seekest and that thou art my husband's lord. I

understand what thou wishest, and indeed the poet hath forestalled thee in his saying of the following verses, in reference to thy case:.? ? ? ? ?
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Tow'rds El Akil my journey I take; to visit him, The wastes in praise and safety I traverse, without fear,.INDEX TO THE NAMES OF THE

"TALES FROM THE ARABIC".When her husband came home, she said to him, 'I desire to go a-pleasuring.' And he said, ' With all my heart.' So

he went, till he came to a goodly place, abounding in vines and water, whither he carried her and pitched her a tent beside a great tree; and she

betook herself to a place beside the tent and made her there an underground hiding-place, [in which she hid her lover]. Then said she to her

husband, 'I desire to mount this tree.' And he said, 'Do so.' So she climbed up and when she came to the top of the tree, she cried out and buffeted

her face, saying, 'Lewd fellow that thou art, are these thy usages? Thou sworest [fidelity to me] and liedst.' And she repeated her speech twice and

thrice..? ? ? ? ? Hence on the morrow forth I fare and leave your land behind; So take your leave of us nor fear mishap or ill event..A certain

singing-woman was fair of favour and high in repute, and it befell one day that she went out apleasuring. As she sat, (133) behold, a man lopped of

the hand stopped to beg of her, and he entered in at the door. Then he touched her with his stump, saying, "Charity, for the love of God!" but she

answered, "God open [on thee the gate of subsistence]!" and reviled him. Some days after this, there came to her a messenger and gave her the hire

of her going forth. (134) So she took with her a handmaid and an accompanyist; (135) and when she came to the appointed place, the messenger

brought her into a long passage, at the end whereof was a saloon. So (quoth she) we entered and found none therein, but saw the [place made ready

for an] entertainment with candles and wine and dessert, and in another place we saw food and in a third beds..?STORY OF THE JOURNEYMAN

AND THE GIRL..As the eunuch was speaking with the king, behold, the damsel raised a corner of the curtain that shut in the litter, so she might

look upon the speaker, and saw the king. When Azadbekht beheld her and noted her fashion and her loveliness (and indeed never set story-teller

(95) eyes on her like,) his soul inclined to her and she took hold upon his heart and he was ravished by her sight. So he said to the eunuch, "Turn

the mule's head and return, for I am King Azadbekht and I will marry her myself, for that Isfehend her father is my vizier and he will accept of this

affair and it will not be grievous to him." "O king," answered the eunuch, "may God prolong thy continuance, have patience till I acquaint my lord

her father, and thou shalt take her in the way of approof, for it befitteth thee not neither is it seemly unto thee that thou take her on this wise, seeing

that it will be an affront to her father if thou take her without his knowledge." Quoth Azadbekht, "I have not patience [to wait] till thou go to her

father and return, and no dishonour will betide him, if I marry her." "O my lord," rejoined the eunuch, "nought that is done in haste is long of

durance nor doth the heart rejoice therein; and indeed it behoveth thee not to take her on this foul wise. Whatsoever betideth thee, destroy not

thyself with [undue] haste, for I know that her father's breast will be straitened by this affair and this that thou dost will not profit thee." But the

king said, "Verily, Isfehend is [my boughten] servant and a slave of my slaves, and I reck not of her father, if he be vexed or pleased." So saying,

he drew the reins of the mule and carrying the damsel, whose name was Behrjaur, to his house, married her..? ? ? ? ? Thou whose desire possesseth

my soul, the love of whom Hold on my reins hath gotten and will not let me free,.Then he commanded one of the slave-girls to take the lute and

strike it at Aboulhusn's head, whilst the rest smote upon their instruments. [So they played and sang,] till Aboulhusn awoke at the last of the night

and heard the noise of lutes and tabrets and the sound of the pipes and the singing of the slave-girls, whereupon he opened his eyes and finding

himself in the palace, with the slave-girls and eunuchs about him, exclaimed, 'There is no power and no virtue but in God the Most High, the

Supreme! Verily, I am fearful of the hospital and of that which I suffered therein aforetime, and I doubt not but the Devil is come to me again, as

before. O my God, put thou Satan to shame!" Then he shut his eyes and laid his head in his sleeve and fell to laughing softly and raising his head

[bytimes], but [still] found the apartment lighted and the girls singing..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ec. Story of the Barber's Third Brother clvii.? ? ? ? ? Nay,

at daybreak I drink of the wind-freshened wine And prostrate me (59) instead in the dawn-whitened air..So the highwayman took the saddle-bags

and offered to kill the traveller, who said, "What is this? Thou hast no blood-feud against me, that should make my slaughter incumbent [on thee].

Quoth the other, "Needs must I slay thee;" whereupon the traveller dismounted from his horse and grovelled on the earth, beseeching the robber

and speaking him fair. The latter hearkened not to his prayers, but cast him to the ground; whereupon the traveller [raised his eyes and seeing a

francolin flying over him,] said, in his agony," O francolin, bear witness that this man slayeth me unjustly and wickedly; for indeed I have given

him all that was with me and besought him to let me go, for my children's sake; yet would he not consent unto this. But be thou witness against

him, for God is not unmindful of that which is done of the oppressors." The highwayman paid no heed to this speech, but smote him and cut off his

head..When the morning morrowed, the people went seeking for him, but found him not; and when the king knew this, he was perplexed

concerning his affair and abode unknowing what he should do. Then he sought for a vizier to fill his room, and the king's brother said, 'I have a

vizier, a sufficient man.' 'Bring him to me,' said the king. So he brought him a man, whom he set at the head of affairs; but he seized upon the

kingdom and clapped the king in irons and made his brother king in his stead. The new king gave himself up to all manner of wickedness, whereat

the folk murmured and his vizier said to him, 'I fear lest the Indians take the old king and restore him to the kingship and we both perish;

wherefore, if we take him and cast him into the sea, we shall be at rest from him; and we will publish among the folk that he is dead.' And they

agreed upon this. So they took him up and carrying him out to sea, cast him in..Awaken, O ye sleepers all, and profit, whilst it's here, ii. 234..? ? ? ?

? j. The Tenth Officer's Story dccccxxxviii.Then, when it was night, she brought her to me, after she had adorned her and perfumed her, and said to

her, "Gainsay not this thy lord in aught that he shall seek of thee." When she came to bed with me, I said in myself, "Verily, this damsel (216) is

more generous than I!" Then I sent away the slave-girl and drew not nigh unto her, but arose forthright and betaking myself to my wife, lay with

her and did away her maidenhead. She straightway conceived by me and accomplishing the time of her pregnancy, gave birth to this dear little
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daughter; in whom I rejoiced, for that she was lovely to the utterest, and she hath inherited her mother's wit and her father's comeliness..Fair fall the

maid whose loosened locks her cheeks do overcloud! iii. 191..Then they arose and went up to the palace, whereupon the trays of food were brought

and they ate and drank; after which quoth Queen Es Shuhba, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to us, by way of thankoffering for thy deliverance, and favour us with

that which shall solace our minds, for that indeed my mind hath been occupied with thee.' Quoth Tuhfeh 'Hearkening and obedience, O my lady.'

So she improvised and sang the following verses:.The damsel rejoiced, when the old man returned to her with the lute, and taking it from him,

tuned its strings and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Tis gazed at for its slender swaying shape And cherished for its symmetry and sheen..Then

they betook themselves to two boys affected to the [special] service of the king, who slept not but on their knee, (125) and they lay at his head, for

that they were his pages of the chamber, and gave them each a thousand dinars of gold, saying, 'We desire of you that ye do somewhat for us and

take this gold as a provision against your occasion.' Quoth the boys, 'What is it ye would have us do?' And the viziers answered, 'This Abou Temam

hath marred our affairs for us, and if his case abide on this wise, he will estrange us all from the king's favour; and what we desire of you is that,

when ye are alone with the king and he leaneth back, as he were asleep, one of you say to his fellow, "Verily, the king hath taken Abou Temam into

his especial favour and hath advanced him to high rank with him, yet is he a transgressor against the king's honour and an accursed one." Then let

the other of you ask, "And what is his transgression?" And the first make answer, "He outrageth the king's honour and saith, 'The King of Turkestan

was used, whenas one went to him to seek his daughter in marriage, to slay him; but me he spared, for that she took a liking to me, and by reason of

this he sent her hither, because she loved me.'" Then let his fellow say, "Knowest thou this for truth?" And the other reply, "By Allah, this is well

known unto all the folk, but, of their fear of the king, they dare not bespeak him thereof; and as often as the king is absent a-hunting or on a

journey, Abou Temam comes to her and is private with her."' And the boys answered, 'We will say this.'.? ? ? ? ? At their appointed terms souls die;

but for despair My soul is like to die, or ere its term betide..When the morning morrowed and the king sat on the throne of his kingship, he

summoned the chief of his viziers and said to him, "What deemest thou of this that yonder robber-youth hath done? Behold, he hath entered my

house and lain down on my bed and I fear lest there be an intrigue between him and the woman. How deemest thou of the affair?" "God prolong

the king's continuance!" replied the vizier. "What sawest thou in this youth [to make thee trust in him]? Is he not vile of origin, the son of thieves?

Needs must a thief revert to his vile origin, and whoso reareth the young of the serpent shall get of them nought but biting. As for the woman, she is

not at fault; for, since [the] time [of her marriage with thee] till now, there hath appeared from her nought but good breeding and modesty; and

now, if the king give me leave, I will go to her and question her, so I may discover to thee the affair.".They ate and drank and sported and made

merry awhile of the day; and as they were thus engaged, up came the master of the house, with his friends, whom he had brought with him, that

they might carouse together, as of wont. He saw the door opened and knocked lightly, saying to his friends, 'Have patience with me, for some of

my family are come to visit me; wherefore excuse belongeth [first] to God the Most High, and then to you.' (263) So they took leave of him and

went their ways, whilst he gave another light knock at the door. When the young man heard this, he changed colour and the woman said to him,

'Methinks thy servant hath returned.' 'Yes,' answered he; and she arose and opening the door to the master of the house, said to him, 'Where hast

thou been? Indeed, thy master is wroth with thee.' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'I have but been about his occasions.'.? ? ? ? ? Quoth thou, "The

goodliest of things is patience and its use: Its practice still mankind doth guide to all that's fair and fine.".But for the spying of the eyes

[ill-omened,] we had seen, i. 50..? ? ? ? ? Yea, they'd join me in pouring forth tears and help me my woes to lament, And like unto me they'd

become all wasted and tortured and pale..It is told that there was once, in the city of Baghdad, a comely and well-bred youth, fair of face, tall of

stature and slender of shape. His name was Alaeddin and he was of the chiefs of the sons of the merchants and had a shop wherein he sold and

bought One day, as he sat in his shop, there passed by him a girl of the women of pleasure, (253) who raised her eyes and casting a glance at the

young merchant, saw written in a flowing hand on the forepart (254) of the door of his shop, these words, "VERILY, THERE IS NO CRAFT BUT

MEN'S CRAFT, FORASMUCH AS IT OVERCOMETH WOMEN'S CRAFT." When she beheld this, she was wroth and took counsel with

herself, saying, "As my head liveth, I will assuredly show him a trick of the tricks of women and prove the untruth of (255) this his

inscription!".?STORY OF THE KING WHO LOST KINGDOM AND WIFE AND WEALTH AND GOD RESTORED THEM TO HIM..? ? ? ? ?

My fortitude fails, my endeavour is vain; My bosom is straitened. To Thee, I complain,.40. Jaafer ben Yehya and Abdulmelik ben Salih dlxv.? ? ? ?

? q. Khelbes and his Wife and the Learned Man dccccvi.His love he'd have hid, but his tears denounced him to the spy, iii. 42.Now there was in the

house a ram, with which the Persian used to butt, and when he saw what the woman did, he thought she would butt with him; so he broke his halter

and running at her, butted her and broke her head. She fell on her back and cried out; whereupon the Persian started up from sleep in haste and

seeing the singing-girl [cast down on her back] and the singer with his yard on end, said to the latter, 'O accursed one, doth not what thou hast

already done suffice thee?' Then he beat him soundly and opening the door, put him out in the middle of the night..Then said the prince to him,

'Make ready to go with me to my country.' So he made ready and went with the prince till he drew near the frontiers of his father's kingdom, where

the people received him with the utmost honour and sent to acquaint his father with his son's coming. The king came out to meet him and they

entreated the goldsmith with honour. The prince abode awhile with his father, then set out, [he and the goldsmith] to return to the country of the fair

one, the daughter of the King of Hind; but there met him robbers by the way and he fought the sorest of battles and was slain. The goldsmith buried

him and marked his grave (229) and returned, sorrowing and distraught to his own country, without telling any of the prince's death..Most like a
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wand of emerald my shape it is, trow I, ii. 245..She comes in a robe the colour of ultramarine, iii. 190..129. The King of the Island cccclxxix.? ? ? ?

? I am content, for him I love, to all abide; So, who will, let him blame, and who will, let him chide..Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the Porter.? ?

? ? ? z. The Stolen Purse dcv.82. The Ignorant Man who set up for a Schoolmaster dclxvii.As they abode thus on the fourth day, behold, a company

of folk giving their beasts the rein and crying aloud and saying, "Quick! Quick! Haste to our rescue, O King!" Therewithal the king's chamberlains

and officers accosted them and said to them, "What is behind you and what hath befallen you?" Quoth they, "Bring us before the king." [So they

carried them to Ins ben Cais;] and when they saw him, they said to him, "O king, except thou succour us, we are dead men; for that we are a folk of

the Benou Sheiban, (67) who have taken up our abode in the parts of Bassora, and Hudheifeh the Arab (68) hath come down on us with his horses

and his men and hath slain our horsemen and carried off our women and children; nor was one saved of the tribe but he who fled; wherefore we

crave help [first] by God the Most High, then by thy life.".Then said the young man, the villager's son, 'And I, O holy woman, my father brought us

a woman who had been stoned, and my people tended her till she recovered. Now she was surpassing of beauty; so I required her of herself; but she

refused and clave fast to God (to whom belong might and majesty), wherefore folly (8) prompted me, so that I agreed with one of the youths that he

should steal clothes and coin from my father's house. Then I laid hands on him [and carried him] to my father and made him confess. So he

avouched that the woman was his mistress from the city and had been stoned on his account and that she was of accord with him concerning the

theft and had opened the doors to him, and this was a lie against her, for that she had not yielded to me in that which I sought of her. So there befell

me what ye see of punishment." And the young man, the thief, said, 'I am he with whom thou agreedst concerning the theft and to whom thou

openedst the door, and I am he who avouched against her falsely and calumniously and God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!)

knoweth that I never did evil with her, no, nor knew her in any wise before then.'.When the king had read this letter, he rejoiced with an exceeding

joy and bestowed on me great store of presents and entreated me with the utmost honour. Some days after this, I sought of him leave to depart, but

he granted it not to me save after much pressing. So I took leave of him and shipped with divers merchants and others, intending for my own

country and having no desire for travel or traffic. We sailed on, without ceasing, till we had passed many islands; but, one day, as we fared on over

a certain tract of the sea, there came forth upon us a multitude of boats full of men like devils, clad in chain-mail and armed with swords and

daggers and bows and arrows, and surrounded us on every side. They entreated us after the cruellest fashion, smiting and wounding and slaying

those who made head against them, and taking the ship, with the crew and all that were therein, carried us to an island, where they sold us all for a

low price. A rich man bought me and taking me into his house, gave me to eat and drink and clothed me and entreated me kindly, till my heart was

comforted and I was somewhat restored..?OF THE ILL EFFECTS OF PRECIPITATION..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the

Sailor.Baghdad, El Abbas and the King's Daughter of, iii. 53..? ? ? ? ? If, in his own land, midst his folk, abjection and despite Afflict a man, then

exile sure were better for the wight..Presently up came the kings of the Jinn from every side and kissed the earth before the queen and stood in her

service; and she thanked them for this, but stirred not for one of them. Then came the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis (God curse him!) and kissed the

earth before her, saying, 'O my lady, may I not be bereft of these steps!' (229) O Sheikh Aboultawalf,' answered she, 'it behoveth thee to thank the

bounty of the Lady Tuhfeh, who was the cause of my coming.' 'True,' answered he and kissed the earth. Then the queen fared on [towards the

palace] and there [arose and] alighted upon the trees an hundred thousand birds of various colours. Quoth Tuhfeh, 'How many are these birds!' And

Queen Wekhimeh said to her, 'Know, O my sister, that this queen is called Queen Es Shuhba and that she is queen over all the Jinn from East to

West. These birds that thou seest are of her troops, and except they came in this shape, the earth would not contain them. Indeed, they came forth

with her and are present with her presence at this circumcision. She will give thee after the measure of that which hath betided thee (230) from the

first of the festival to the last thereof; and indeed she honoureth us all with her presence.'.?Story of King Suleiman Shah and His Sons..?OF ENVY

AND MALICE..O amir of justice, be kind to thy subjects, iii. 24..Haroun er Reshid, Tuhfet el Culoub and, ii. 203..The master of police held his

hand from him, saying, "Belike he is of the kinsmen of the Commander of the Faithful," and said to the second, "Who art thou?" Quoth he, "I am

the son of him whose rank (75) time abaseth not, and if it descend (76) one day, it will assuredly return [to its former height]; thou seest the folk

[crowd] in troops to the light of his fire, some standing around it and some sitting." So the master of the police refrained from slaying him and said

to the third, "Who art thou?" Quoth he, "I am the son of him who plungeth through the ranks (77) with his might and correcteth (78) them with the

sword, (79) so that they stand straight; (80) his feet are not loosed from the stirrup, (81) whenas the horsemen on the day of battle are weary." So

the master of police held his hand from him also, saying, "Belike, he is the son of a champion of the Arabs.".Then she sent to acquaint her father

with this; whereupon the king called Abou Temam to him and said to him, 'Thou camest not but to see my daughter. Why, then, hast thou not

looked upon her?' Quoth Abou Temam, 'I saw everything.' And the king said, 'Why didst thou not take somewhat of that which thou sawest of

jewels and the like? For they were set for thee.' But he answered, 'It behoveth me not to put out my hand to aught that is not mine.' When the king

heard his speech, he gave him a sumptuous dress of honour and loved him exceedingly and said to him, 'Come, look at this pit.' So Abou Temam

went up [to the mouth of the pit] and looked, and behold, it was full of heads of men; and the king said to him, 'These are the heads of ambassadors,

whom I slew, for that I saw them without loyalty to their masters, and I was used, whenas I saw an ambassador without breeding, (123) to say, "He

who sent him is less of breeding than he, for that the messenger is the tongue of him who sendeth him and his breeding is of his master's breeding;

and whoso is on this wise, it befitteth not that he be akin to me." (124) So, because of this, I used to put the messengers to death; but, as for thee,
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thou hast overcome us and won my daughter, of the excellence of thy breeding; so be of good heart, for she is thy master's.' Then he sent him back

to king Ilan Shah with presents and rarities and a letter, saying, 'This that I have done is in honour of thee and of thine ambassador.'.? ? ? ? ? c. The

Third Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.Solomon, David and, i. 275..Then said he to Aboulhusn, "Praised be God who hath done away from thee that

which irked thee and that I see thee in weal!" And Aboulhusn said, "Never again will I take thee to boon-companion or sitting-mate; for the byword

saith, 'Whoso stumbleth on a stone and returneth thereto, blame and reproach be upon him.' And thou, O my brother, nevermore will I entertain

thee nor use companionship with thee, for that I have not found thy commerce propitious to me." (32) But the Khalif blandished him and conjured

him, redoubling words upon him with "Verily, I am thy guest; reject not the guest," till Aboulhusn took him and [carrying him home], brought him

into the saloon and set food before him and friendly entreated him in speech. Then he told him all that had befallen him, whilst the Khalif was like

to die of hidden laughter; after which Aboulhusn removed the tray of food and bringing the wine-tray, filled a cup and emptied it out three times,

then gave it to the Khalif, saying, "O boon-companion mine, I am thy slave and let not that which I am about to say irk thee, and be thou not vexed,

neither do thou vex me." And he recited these verses:.? ? ? ? ? Him I beseech our loves who hath dissevered, Us of his grace once more to reunite..?

? ? ? ? He shot me with the shafts of looks launched from an eyebrow's (138) bow; A chamberlain (139) betwixt his eyes hath driven me to

despair..On this wise we abode a whole year, at the end of which time she was absent (185) from me a month's space, wherefore fire raged in my

heart on her account. When it was the next month, behold, a little eunuch presented himself to me and said, "I am a messenger to thee from such an

one," [naming my mistress], "who giveth thee to know that the Commander of the Faithful hath sentenced her to be drowned, her and those who are

with her, six-and-twenty slave-girls, on such a day at Deir et Tin, (186) for that they have confessed against one another of lewdness, and she

biddeth thee look how thou mayst do with her and how thou mayst contrive to deliver her, even if thou gather together all her money and spend it

upon her, for that this is the time of manhood." (187) Quoth I, "I know not this woman; belike it is other than I [to whom this message is

addressed]; so beware, O eunuch, lest thou cast me into stress." Quoth he, "Behold, I have told thee [that which I had to say,"] and went away,

leaving me in concern [on her account]..But she said, 'There is a thing wherewith we will make her confess, and all that is in her heart shall be

discovered to thee.' 'What is that?' asked the king, and she answered, 'I will bring thee a hoopoe's heart, (138) which, when she sleepeth, do thou lay

upon her heart and question her of all thou wilt, and she will discover this unto thee and show forth the truth to thee." The king rejoiced in this and

said to his nurse, 'Hasten and let none know of thee.' So she arose and going in to the queen, said to her, 'I have done thine occasion and it is on this

wise. This night the king will come in to thee and do thou feign thyself asleep; and if he ask thee of aught, do thou answer him, as if in thy sleep.'

The queen thanked her and the old woman went away and fetching the hoopoe's heart, gave it to the king..153. Julnar of the Sea and her Son King

Bedr Basim of Persia iccxxxviii.Sixteen Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the, ii. 117..He gained him

wealth and returning to his native land, after twenty years' absence, alighted in the neighbourhood of an old woman, whom he bespoke fair and

entreated with liberality, requiring of her a wench whom he might lie withal. Quoth she, 'I know none but a certain fair woman, who is renowned

for this fashion.' (12) Then she described her charms to him and made him lust after her, and he said, 'Hasten to her forthright and lavish unto her

that which she asketh, [in exchange for her favours].' So the old woman betook herself to the damsel and discovered to her the man's wishes and

bade her to him; but she answered, saying, 'It is true that I was on this [fashion of] whoredom [aforetime]; but now I have repented to God the Most

High and hanker no more after this; nay, I desire lawful marriage; so, if he be content with that which is lawful, I am at his service.'.? ? ? ? ? Ye

chide at one who weepeth for troubles ever new; Needs must th' afflicted warble the woes that make him rue..They tell that El Hejjaj (70) once

commanded the Master of Police [of Bassora] to go round about [the city] by night, and whomsoever he found [abroad] after nightfall, that he

should strike off his head. So he went round one night of the nights and came upon three youths staggering from side to side, and on them signs of

[intoxication with] wine. So the officers laid hold of them and the captain of the watch said to them, "Who are ye that ye transgress the

commandment of the [lieutenant of the] Commander of the Faithful and come abroad at this hour?" Quoth one of the youths, "I am the son of him

to whom [all] necks (71) abase themselves, alike the nose-pierced (72) of them and the [bone-]breaker; (73) they come to him in their own despite,

abject and submissive, and he taketh of their wealth (74) and of their blood.".128. The Ferryman of the Nile and the Hermit cccclxxix.Man and his

Fair Wife, The Foul-favoured, ii. 61..The Twenty-Seventh Night of the Month.So the affair was concluded and we drew up the contract of marriage

and I made the bride-feast; but on the wedding-night I beheld a thing (214) than which never made God the Most High aught more loathly.

Methought her people had contrived this by way of sport; so I laughed and looked for my mistress, whom I had seen [at the lattice], to make her

appearance; but saw her not. When the affair was prolonged and I found none but her, I was like to go mad for vexation and fell to beseeching my

Lord and humbling myself in supplication to Him that He would deliver me from her. When I arose in the morning, there came the

chamber-woman and said to me, "Hast thou occasion for the bath?" "No," answered I; and she said, "Art thou for breakfast?" But I replied, "No;"

and on this wise I abode three days, tasting neither meat nor drink..Officer's Story, The Twelfth, ii. 179..? ? ? ? ? r. The Pious Woman accused of

Lewdness dccccvii.? ? ? ? ? c. The Jewish Physician's Story xxviii.On the fourth day, all the troops and the people of the realm assembled together

to the [supposed] king and standing at his gate, craved leave to enter. Selma bade admit them; so they entered and paid her the service of the

kingship and gave her joy of her brother's safe return. She bade them do suit and service to Selim, and they consented and paid him homage; after

which they kept silence awhile, so they might hear what the king should command. Then said Selma, 'Harkye, all ye soldiers and subjects, ye know
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that ye enforced me to [accept] the kingship and besought me thereof and I consented unto your wishes concerning my investment [with the royal

dignity]; and I did this [against my will]; for know that I am a woman and that I disguised myself and donned man's apparel, so haply my case

might be hidden, whenas I lost my brother. But now, behold, God hath reunited me with my brother, and it is no longer lawful to me that I be king

and bear rule over the people, and I a woman; for that there is no governance for women, whenas men are present. Wherefore, if it like you, do ye

set my brother on the throne of the kingdom, for this is he; and I will busy myself with the worship of God the Most High and thanksgiving [to

Him] for my reunion with my brother. Or, if it like you, take your kingship and invest therewith whom ye will.'.Officer's Story, The Seventh, ii.

150..112. Abdallah ben Nafi and the King's Son of Cashghar dccccxli.So Aamir took the water-skin and made for the water; but, when he came to

the well, behold, two young men with gazelles, and when they saw him, they said to him, "Whither wilt thou, O youth, and of which of the Arabs

art thou?" "Harkye, lads," answered he, "fill me my water-skin, for that I am a stranger man and a wayfarer and I have a comrade who awaiteth

me." Quoth they, "Thou art no wayfarer, but a spy from El Akil's camp." Then they took him and carried him to [their king] Zuheir ben Shebib; and

when he came before him, he said to him, "Of which of the Arabs art thou?" Quoth Aamir, "I am a wayfarer." And Zuheir said, "Whence comest

thou and whither wilt thou?" "I am on my way to Akil," answered Aamir. When he named Akil, those who were present were agitated; but Zuheir

signed to them with his eyes and said to him, "What is thine errand with Akil?" Quoth he, "We would fain see him, my friend and I.".When Aamir

heard his lord's verses, he knew that he was a slave of love [and that she of whom he was enamoured abode] in Baghdad. Then they fared on night

and day, traversing plains and stony wastes, till they came in sight of Baghdad and lighted down in its suburbs (66) and lay the night there. When

they arose in the morning, they removed to the bank of the Tigris and there they encamped and sojourned three days..Then he lighted him three

candles and three lamps and spreading the drinking-cloth, brought clarified wine, limpid, old and fragrant, the scent whereof was as that of virgin

musk. He filled the first cup and saying, "O my boon-companion, by thy leave, be ceremony laid aside between us! I am thy slave; may I not be

afflicted with thy loss!" drank it off and filled a second cup, which he handed to the Khalif, with a reverence. His fashion pleased the Khalif and the

goodliness of his speech and he said in himself, "By Allah, I will assuredly requite him for this!" Then Aboulhusn filled the cup again and handed it

to the Khalif, reciting the following verses:.65. The Loves of the Boy and Girl at School ccclxxxv.The king read the letter and said to Abou

Temam, "We will do what behoveth in the matter; but, O Abou Temam, needs must thou see my daughter and she thee, and needs must thou hear

her speech and she thine.' So saying, he sent him to the lodging of the princess, who had had notice of this; so that they had adorned her

sitting-chamber with the costliest that might be of utensils of gold and silver and the like, and she seated herself on a throne of gold, clad in the

most sumptuous of royal robes and ornaments. When Abou Temam entered, he bethought himself and said, 'The wise say, he who restraineth his

sight shall suffer no evil and he who guardeth his tongue shall hear nought of foul, and he who keepeth watch over his hand, it shall be prolonged

and not curtailed.' (121) So he entered and seating himself on the ground, [cast down his eyes and] covered his hands and feet with his dress. (122)

Quoth the king's daughter to him, 'Lift thy head, O Abou Temam, and look on me and speak with me.' But he spoke not neither raised his head, and

she continued, 'They sent thee but that thou mightest look on me and speak with me, and behold, thou speakest not at all. Take of these pearls that

be around thee and of these jewels and gold and silver. But he put not forth his hand unto aught, and when she saw that he paid no heed to

anything, she was angry and said, 'They have sent me a messenger, blind, dumb and deaf.'.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ec. Story of the Barber's Third Brother

cli.When it was eventide, the king summoned the vizier and sought of him the story of the King and the Tither, and he said, "Know, O king,

that.72. Haroun er Reshid and the three Girls ccclxxxvii.Jesus, The Three Men and our Lord, i. 282..King, The Old Woman, the Merchant and the,

i. 265..As for his mother, Shah Khatoun, great was her longing for her son and she [still] thought of him and news of him was cut off from her,

wherefore her life was troubled and she forswore sleep and could not make mention of him before King Caesar her husband. Now she had an

eunuch who had come with her from the court of her uncle King Suleiman Shah, and he was intelligent, quickwitted, a man of good counsel. So

she took him apart one day and said to him, 'Thou hast been my servant from my childhood to this day; canst thou not therefore avail to get me

news of my son, for that I cannot speak of his matter?' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'this is an affair that thou hast concealed from the first, and were

thy son here, it would not be possible for thee to harbour him, lest thine honour fall into suspicion with the king; for they would never credit thee,

since the news hath been spread abroad that thy son was slain by his uncle.' Quoth she, 'The case is even as thou sayst and thou speakest truly; but,

provided I know that my son is alive, let him be in these parts pasturing sheep and let me not see him nor he me.' And he said to her, 'How shall we

contrive in this affair?' 'Here are my treasures and my wealth,' answered she. 'Take all thou wilt and bring me my son or else news of him.'.?Story

of King Bekhtzeman..Presently, the old woman came in to her and saw her sitting at Aboulhusn's head, weeping and lamenting; and when she saw

the old woman, she cried out and said to her, "See what hath betided me! Indeed, Aboulhusn is dead and hath left me alone and forlorn!" Then she

cried out and tore her clothes and said to the old woman, "O my mother, how good he was!" Quoth the other, "Indeed thou art excused, for thou

wast used to him and he to thee." Then she considered what Mesrour had reported to the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh and said to her, "Indeed,

Mesrour goeth about to sow discord between the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh." "And what is the [cause of] discord, O my mother?" asked Nuzhet

el Fuad. "O my daughter," answered the old woman, "Mesrour came to the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh and gave them news of thee that thou

wast dead and that Aboulhusn was well. "And Nuzhet el Fuad said to her, "O my aunt, I was with my lady but now and she gave me a hundred

dinars and a piece of silk; and now see my condition and that which hath befallen me! Indeed, I am bewildered, and how shall I do, and I alone,
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forlorn? Would God I had died and he had lived!".Ali of Damascus and Sitt el Milah, Noureddin, iii. 3..81. Mohammed el Amin and Jaafer ben el

Hadi cccxcii.His hospitality pleased the Khalif and the goodliness of his fashion, and he said to him, "O youth, who art thou? Make me acquainted

with thyself, so I may requite thee thy kindness." But Aboulhusn smiled and said, "O my lord, far be it that what is past should recur and that I be in

company with thee at other than this time!" "Why so?" asked the Khalif. "And why wilt thou not acquaint me with thy case?" And Aboulhusn said,

"Know, O my lord, that my story is extraordinary and that there is a cause for this affair." Quoth the Khalif, "And what is the cause?" And he

answered, "The cause hath a tail." The Khalif laughed at his words and Aboulhusn said, "I will explain to thee this [saying] by the story of the

lackpenny and the cook. Know, O my lord, that
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