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THE FORTUNES OF NIGEL
When she had made an end of her song, she threw the lute from her hand and wept and lamented. Then she slept awhile and presently awaking,
said, "O elder, hast thou what we may eat?" "O my lady," answered the old man, "there is the rest of the food;" but she said, "I will not eat of a
thing I have left. Go down to the market and fetch us what we may eat." Quoth he, "Excuse me, O my lady; I cannot stand up, for that I am
overcome with wine; but with me is the servant of the mosque, who is a sharp youth and an intelligent. I will call him, so he may buy thee that
which thou desirest." "Whence hast thou this servant?" asked she; and he replied, "He is of the people of Damascus." When she heard him speak of
the people of Damascus, she gave a sob, that she swooned away; and when she came to herself, she said, "Woe's me for the people of Damascus
and for those who are therein! Call him, O elder, that he may do our occasions.".103. The Loves of Abou Isa and Curret el Ain ccccxiv.? ? ? ? ?
Quoth he, what while from out his hair the morning glimmered white, "This, this is life indeed, except, alas! it doth not stay.".Meanwhile, the boy
[grew up and] abode with the people of the village, and when God willed the accomplishment of His ordinance, the which endeavour availeth not
to avert, he went forth with a company of the villagers, to stop the way. The folk complained of them to the king, who sallied out with a company
of his men and surrounded the highwaymen and the boy with them, whereupon the latter drew forth an arrow and launched it at them, and it smote
the king in his vitals and wounded him. So they carried him to his house, after they had laid hands upon the youth and his companions and brought
them before the king, saying, 'What biddest thou that we do with them?' Quoth he, 'I am presently in concern for myself; so bring me the
astrologers.' Accordingly, they brought them before him and He said to them, 'Ye told me that my death should be by slaying at the hand of my
son: how, then, befalleth it that I have gotten my death-wound on this wise of yonder thieves?' The astrologers marvelled and said to him, 'O king,
it is not impossible to the lore of the stars, together with the fore-ordinance of God, that he who hath smitten thee should be thy son.'.As for Queen
Kemeriyeh, she flew off to the palace of her sister Wekhimeh and told her what Meimoun had done and how [he avouched that], whenas he saw
defeat [near at hand], he would slay Tuhfeh; 'and indeed,' added she, 'he is resolved upon this; else had he not dared to commit this outrage. So do
thou contrive the affair as thou deemest well, for thou hast no superior in judgment.' Then they sent for Queen Zelzeleh and Queen Sherareh and sat
down to take counsel, one with another, of that which they should do in the matter. Then said Wekhimeh, 'We were best fit out a ship in this island
[wherein is my palace] and embark therein, in the guise of mortals, and fare on till we come to a little island, that lieth over against Meimoun's
palace. There will we [take up our abode and] sit drinking and smiting the lute and singing. Now Tuhfeh will of a surety be sitting looking upon the
sea, and needs must she see us and come down to us, whereupon we will take her by force and she will be under our hands, so that none shall avail
more to molest her on any wise. Or, if Meimoun be gone forth to do battle with the Jinn, we will storm his stronghold and take Tuhfeh and raze his
palace and put to death all who are therein. When he hears of this, his heart will be rent in sunder and we will send to let our father know,
whereupon he will return upon him with his troops and he will be destroyed and we shall be quit of him.' And they answered her, saying, 'This is a
good counsel.' Then they bade fit out a ship from behind the mountain, (244) and it was fitted out in less than the twinkling of an eye. So they
launched it on the sea and embarking therein, together with four thousand Afrits, set out, intending for Meimoun's palace. Moreover, they bade
other five thousand Afrits betake themselves to the island under the Crescent Mountain and lie in wait for them there..42. The Loves of Jubeir ben
Umeir and the Lady Budour cccxxvii.One day, I changed my clothes and putting money in my sleeve, sallied forth to explore the holes and corners
of this city, and as I was going about, I saw a handsome house. Its goodliness pleased me; so I stood looking on it, and behold, a lovely woman [at
the lattice]. When she saw me, she made haste and descended, whilst I abode confounded. Then I betook myself to a tailor there and questioned
him of the house and to whom it belonged. Quoth he, "It belongeth to such an one the notary, may God curse him!" "Is he her father?" asked I; [and
he replied, "Yes."] So I repaired in haste to a man, with whom I had been used to deposit my goods for sale, and told him that I desired to gain
access to such an one the notary. Accordingly he assembled his friends and we betook ourselves to the notary's house. When we came in to him, we
saluted him and sat with him, and I said to him, "I come to thee as a suitor, desiring the hand of thy daughter in marriage." Quoth he, "I have no
daughter befitting this man." And I rejoined, "God aid thee! My desire is for thee and not for her." (213) But he still refused and his friends said to
him, "This is an honourable man and thine equal in estate, and it is not lawful to thee that thou hinder the girl of her fortune." Quoth he to them,
"Verily, my daughter whom ye seek is passing foul-favoured and in her are all blameworthy qualities." And I said, "I accept her, though she be as
thou sayest." Then said the folk, "Extolled be the perfection of God! A truce to talk! [The thing is settled;] so say the word, how much wilt thou
have [to her dowry]?" Quoth he, "I must have four thousand dinars." And I said, "Hearkening and obedience.".When Aamir heard his lord's verses,
he knew that he was a slave of love [and that she of whom he was enamoured abode] in Baghdad. Then they fared on night and day, traversing
plains and stony wastes, till they came in sight of Baghdad and lighted down in its suburbs (66) and lay the night there. When they arose in the
morning, they removed to the bank of the Tigris and there they encamped and sojourned three days..88. The Thief turned Merchant and the other
Thief cccxcviii.Girl, The Journeyman and the, ii. 17..This was all the merchant's good; so he said, "O youth, I will play thee another game for the
shop." Now the value of the shop was four thousand dinars; so they played and El Abbas beat him and won his shop, with that which was therein;
whereupon the other arose, shaking his clothes, and said to him, "Up, O youth, and take thy shop." So El Abbas arose and repairing to the shop,
took possession thereof, after which he returned to [the place where he had left] his servant [Aamir] and found there the Amir Saad, who was come
the-fortunes-of-nigel.pdf
Page 1/10

The Fortunes Of Nigel

to bid him to the presence of the king. El Abbas consented to this and accompanied him till they came before King Ins ben Cais, whereupon he
kissed the earth and saluted him and exceeded (78) in the salutation. Quoth the king to him, "Whence comest thou, O youth?" and he answered, "I
come from Yemen.".? ? ? ? ? k. The Vizier's Son and the Bathkeeper's Wife dlxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? m. The Dethroned King whose Kingdom and Good
were Restored to Him dcccci.? ? ? ? ? For death in your absence to us was decreed; But, when ye came back, we were quickened anew..God
[judge] betwixt me and her lord! Away With her he flees me and I follow aye..Accordingly, they all went in to the king one day (and Abou Temam
was present among them,) and mentioned the affair of the damsel, the king's daughter of the Turks, and enlarged upon her charms, till the king's
heart was taken with her and he said to them, 'We will send one to demand her in marriage for us; but who shall be our messenger?' Quoth the
viziers, 'There is none for this business but Abou Temam, by reason of his wit and good breeding;' and the king said, 'Indeed, even as ye say, none
is fitting for this affair but he.' Then he turned to Abou Temam and said to him, 'Wilt thou not go with my message and seek me [in marriage] the
king's daughter of the Turks?' and he answered, 'Hearkening and obedience, O king.'.So the affair was concluded and we drew up the contract of
marriage and I made the bride-feast; but on the wedding-night I beheld a thing (214) than which never made God the Most High aught more
loathly. Methought her people had contrived this by way of sport; so I laughed and looked for my mistress, whom I had seen [at the lattice], to
make her appearance; but saw her not. When the affair was prolonged and I found none but her, I was like to go mad for vexation and fell to
beseeching my Lord and humbling myself in supplication to Him that He would deliver me from her. When I arose in the morning, there came the
chamber-woman and said to me, "Hast thou occasion for the bath?" "No," answered I; and she said, "Art thou for breakfast?" But I replied, "No;"
and on this wise I abode three days, tasting neither meat nor drink..There was once a man of the Arabs who had a number of sons, and amongst
them a boy, never was seen a fairer than he of favour nor a more accomplished in loveliness, no, nor a more perfect of wit. When he came to man's
estate, his father married him to the daughter of one of his uncles, and she excelled not in beauty, neither was she praiseworthy of attributes;
wherefore she pleased not the youth, but he bore with her, for kinship's sake..When the vizier was ware that she was Arwa and heard her speech, he
knew that it behoved him not to lie and that nought would avail him but truth-speaking; so he bowed [his head] to the ground and wept and said,
'Whoso doth evil, needs must he abide it, though his day be prolonged. By Allah, I am he who hath sinned and transgressed, and nought prompted
me unto this but fear and overmastering desire and the affliction written upon my forehead; (118) and indeed this woman is pure and chaste and
free from all fault.' When King Dadbin heard this, he buffeted his face and said to his vizier, 'God slay thee! It is thou that hast parted me and my
wife and wronged me!' But Kisra the king said to him, 'God shall surely slay thee, for that thou hastenedst and lookedst not into thine affair and
knewest not the guilty from the guiltless. Hadst thou wrought deliberately, the false had been made manifest to thee from the true; so where was thy
judgment and thy sight?".55. The Poor Man and his Generous Friend dcxliii.Thus," continued Shehrzad, "none is safe from the calamities of
fortune and the vicissitudes of time, and [in proof of this], I will relate unto thee yet another story still rarer and more extraordinary than this.
Know, O King, that one said to me, 'A friend of mine, a merchant, told me the following story. Quoth he,.2. The Fisherman and the Genie viii.Now
he feared [to return to the pot then and there], lest the idiot should follow him to the place and find nothing and so his plan be marred. So he said to
him, 'O Ajlan, (265) I would have thee come to my lodging and eat bread with me." So the idiot went with him to his lodging and he seated him
there and going to the market, sold somewhat of his clothes and pawned somewhat from his house and bought dainty food. Then he betook himself
to the ruin and replacing the money in the pot, buried it again; after which he returned to his lodging and gave the idiot to eat and drink, and they
went out together. The sharper went away and hid himself, lest the idiot should see him, whilst the latter repaired to his hiding- place and took the
pot.? ? ? ? ? I marvel for that to my love I see thee now incline, What time my heart, indeed, is fain to turn away from thine..? ? ? ? ? An thou'dst
vouchsafe to favour me,'twould lighten my despair, Though but in dreams thine image 'twere that visited my bed..? ? ? ? ? So I stretch out my root
neath the flood And my branches turn back to it there..When Er Reshid came to the throne, he invested Jaafer ben Yehya ben Khalid el Bermeki
(156) with the vizierate. Now Jaafer was eminently distinguished for generosity and munificence, and the stories of him to this effect are renowned
and are written in the books. None of the viziers attained to the rank and favour which he enjoyed with Er Reshid, who was wont to call him
brother (157) and used to carry him with him into his house. The period of his vizierate was nineteen years, (158) and Yehya one day said to his
son Jaafer, "O my son, what time thy reed trembleth, water it with kindness." (159) Opinions differ concerning the reason of Jaafer's slaughter, but
the better is as follows. Er Reshid could not brook to be parted from Jaafer nor from his [own] sister Abbaseh, daughter of El Mehdi, a single hour,
and she was the loveliest woman of her time; so he said to Jaafer, "I will marry thee to her, that it may be lawful to thee to look upon her, but thou
shalt not touch her." [Accordingly, they were married] and they used both to be present in Er Reshid's sitting chamber. Now the Khalif would rise
bytimes [and go forth] from the chamber, and they being both young and filled with wine, Jaafer would rise to her and swive her. She conceived by
him and bore a handsome boy and fearing Er Reshid, despatched the newborn child by one of her confidants to Mecca the Holy, may God the Most
High advance it in honour and increase it in venerance and nobility and magnification! The affair abode concealed till there befell despite between
Abbaseh and one of her slave-girls, whereupon the latter discovered the affair of the child to Er Reshid and acquainted him with its abiding-place.
So, when the Khalif made the pilgrimage, he despatched one who brought him the boy and found the affair true, wherefore he caused befall the
Barmecides that which befell. (160).So, when it was the foredawn hour, she tied his beard and spreading a veil over him, cried out, whereupon the
people of the quarter flocked to her, men and women. Presently, up came El Merouzi, for the division of the money, and hearing the crying [of the
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mourners], said, 'What is to do?" Quoth they, 'Thy brother is dead;' and he said in himself, 'The accursed fellow putteth a cheat on me, so he may
get all the money for himself, but I will do with him what shall soon bring him to life again.' Then he rent the bosom of his gown and uncovered his
head, weeping and saying, 'Alas, my brother! Alas, my chief! Alas, my lord!' And he went in to the men, who rose and condoled with him. Then he
accosted Er Razi's wife and said to her, 'How came his death about?' 'I know not,' answered she, 'except that, when I arose in the morning, I found
him dead.' Moreover, he questioned her of the money and good that was with her, but she said, 'I have no knowledge of this and no tidings.'.? ? ? ?
? Why to estrangement and despite inclin'st thou with the spy? Yet that a bough (14) from side to side incline (15) small wonder 'twere..? ? ? ? ?
Oft for thy love as I would be consoled, my yearning turns To-thee- ward still and my desires my reason still gainsay..127. The Justice of
Providence cccclxxviii.? ? ? ? ? But on no wise was I affrayed nor turned from love of her; So let the railer rave of her henceforth his heart's
content..The folk flocked about them, to divert themselves with watching the play, and they called the bystanders to witness of the wager and fell
a-playing. El Abbas forbore the merchant, so he might lead him on, and procrastinated with him awhile; and the merchant won and took of him the
hundred dinars. Then said the prince, "Wilt thou play another game?" And the other answered, "O youth, I will not play again, except it be for a
thousand dinars." Quoth the prince, "Whatsoever thou stakest, I will match thy stake with the like thereof." So the merchant brought out a thousand
dinars and the prince covered them with other thousand. Then they fell a-playing, but El Abbas was not long with him ere he beat him in the square
of the elephant, (77) nor did he leave to do thus till he had beaten him four times and won of him four thousand dinars..Term, Of the Appointed, i.
147..When the troops entered Baghdad, each of them alighted in his pavilion, whilst El Abbas encamped apart in a place near the Tigris and
commanded to slaughter for the troops, each day, that which should suffice them of oxen and sheep and bake them bread and spread the tables. So
the folk ceased not to come to him and eat of his banquet. Moreover, all the people of the country came to him with presents and rarities and he
requited them many times the like of their gifts, so that the lands were filled with his tidings and the report of him was bruited abroad among the
folk of the deserts and the cities..100. The Lovers of the Benou Tai ccccx.Presently he came to the land of the Turks, (228) and he naked and
hungry and having with him nought but somewhat of jewels, bound about his fore-arm. So he went to the bazaar of the goldsmiths and calling one
of the brokers, gave him the jewels. The broker looked and seeing two great rubies, said to him, 'Follow me.' So he followed him, till he brought
him to a goldsmith, to whom he gave the jewels, saying, 'Buy these.' Quoth he, 'Whence hadst thou these?' And the broker replied, 'This youth is
the owner of them.' Then said the goldsmith to the prince, 'Whence hadst thou these rubies?' And he told him all that had befallen him and that he
was a king's son. The goldsmith marvelled at his story and bought of him the rubies for a thousand dinars..Then said he to her, 'By Allah, thou art
the desire of the Commander of the Faithful! (182) So take the lute and sing a song that thou shalt sing to the Khalif, whenas thou goest in to him.'
So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Were not the darkness (193) still in gender masculine, As ofttimes is the case
with she-things passing fine,.Learned Man, Khelbes and his Wife and the, i. 301..? ? ? ? ? o. The King's Son and the Merchant's Wife dccccxciii.? ?
? ? ? O'er all the fragrant flowers that be I have the prefrence aye, For that I come but once a year, and but a little stay..O amir of justice, be kind to
thy subjects, iii. 24..As I sat one day in my shop, there came up to me a fair woman, as she were the moon at its rising, and with her a slave-girl.
Now I was a handsome man in my time; so the lady sat down on [the bench before] my shop and buying stuffs of me, paid down the price and went
away. I questioned the girl of her and she said, "I know not her name." Quoth I, "Where is her abode?" "In heaven," answered the slave-girl; and I
said, "She is presently on the earth; so when doth she ascend to heaven and where is the ladder by which she goeth up?" Quoth the girl, "She hath
her lodging in a palace between two rivers, (181) to wit, the palace of El Mamoun el Hakim bi Amrillah." (182) Then said I, "I am a dead man,
without recourse; "but she replied, "Have patience, for needs must she return unto thee and buy stuffs of thee yet again." "And how cometh it,"
asked I, "that the Commander of the Faithful trusteth her to go out?" "He loveth her with an exceeding love," answered she, "and is wrapped up in
her and gainsayeth her not.".? ? ? ? ? In my tears I have a witness; when I call thee to my mind, Down my cheeks they run like torrents, and I
cannot stay their flight..? ? ? ? ? Awaken, O ye sleepers all, and profit, whilst it's here By what's vouchsafed of fortune fair and life untroubled,
clear..? ? ? ? ? Haste not to that thou dost desire, for haste is still unblest; Be merciful to men, as thou on mercy reckonest;.? ? ? ? ? My virtues
'mongst men are extolled and my glory and station rank high..SHEHRZAD AND SHEHRIYAR..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of Tuhfet el Culoub and Haroun
er Reshid dccccxlii.Viziers, Story of King Dadbin and his. i. 104..? ? ? ? ? The absent ones' harbinger came us unto With tidings of those who (129)
had caused us to rue..There was once, in a city of Hind, a just and beneficent king, and he had a vizier, a man of understanding, just in his
judgment, praiseworthy in his policy, in whose hand was the governance of all the affairs of the realm; for he was firmly stablished in the king's
favour and high in esteem with the folk of his time, and the king set great store by him and committed himself to him in all his affairs, by reason of
his contrivance for his subjects, and he had helpers (253) who were content with him..Endowed with amorous grace past any else am I, ii 253..So
El Aziz sent after his son and acquainted him with that which had passed; whereupon El Abbas called for four-and-twenty males and half a score
horses [and as many camels] and loaded the mules with pieces of silk and rags of leather and boxes of camphor and musk and the camels [and
horses] with chests of gold and silver. Moreover, he took the richest of the stuffs and wrapping them in pieces of gold-striped silk, laid them on the
heads of porters, and they fared on with the treasures till they reached the King of Baghdad's palace, whereupon all who were present dismounted
in honour of El Abbas and escorting him to the presence of King Ins ben Cais, displayed unto the latter all that they had with them of things of
price. The king bade carry all this into the harem and sent for the Cadis and the witnesses, who drew up the contract and married Mariyeh to Prince
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El Abbas, whereupon the latter commanded to [slaughter] a thousand head of sheep and five hundred buffaloes. So they made the bride-feast and
bade thereto all the tribes of the Arabs, Bedouins and townsfolk, and the tables abode spread for the space of ten days..134. The Malice of Women
dlxxviii.? ? ? ? ? Forbear thy verse-making, O thou that harbourest in the camp, Lest to the gleemen thou become a name of wonderment..N.B.-The
Roman numerals denote the volume, the Arabic the page.? ? ? ? ? May the place of my session ne'er lack thee I Oh, why, My heart's love, hast thou
saddened my mind and mine eye? (108).? ? ? ? ? Ay, and we would have spread our bosoms in thy way, That so thy feet might fare on eyelids,
carpet-wise..? ? ? ? ? My royal couch have I forsworn, sequestering myself From all, and have mine eyes forbid the taste of sleep's
delight..Governor, Story of the Man of Khorassan, his Son and his, i. 218..Now the magistrate knew of the theft of the pearls; so he bade clap the
merchant in prison. Accordingly they imprisoned him and flogged him, and he abode in the prison a whole year, till, by the ordinance of God the
Most High, the Master of Police arrested one of the divers aforesaid and imprisoned him in the prison where the merchant lay. He saw the latter and
knowing him, questioned him of his case; whereupon he told them his story and that which had befallen him, and the diver marvelled at the
sorriness of his luck. So, when he came forth of the prison, he acquainted the Sultan with the merchant's case and told him that it was he who had
given him the pearls. The Sultan bade bring him forth of the prison and questioned him of his story, whereupon he told him all that had befallen
him and the Sultan pitied him and assigned him a lodging in his own palace, together with an allowance for his living..Now there was in the house
a fair singing-girl and when she saw the singer pinioned and bound to the tree, she waited till the Persian lay down on his couch, when she arose
and going to the singer, fell to condoling with him over what had betided him and ogling him and handling his yard and rubbing it, till it rose on
end. Then said she to him, 'Do thou swive me and I will loose thy bonds, lest he return and beat thee again; for he purposeth thee evil.' Quoth he,
'Loose me and I will do.' But she said, 'I fear that, [if I loose thee], thou wilt not do. But I will do, and thou standing; and when I have done, I will
loose thee.' So saying, she pulled up her clothes and sitting down on the singer's yard, fell to going and coming..Then said the young man, the
villager's son, 'And I, O holy woman, my father brought us a woman who had been stoned, and my people tended her till she recovered. Now she
was surpassing of beauty; so I required her of herself; but she refused and clave fast to God (to whom belong might and majesty), wherefore folly
(8) prompted me, so that I agreed with one of the youths that he should steal clothes and coin from my father's house. Then I laid hands on him
[and carried him] to my father and made him confess. So he avouched that the woman was his mistress from the city and had been stoned on his
account and that she was of accord with him concerning the theft and had opened the doors to him, and this was a lie against her, for that she had
not yielded to me in that which I sought of her. So there befell me what ye see of punishment." And the young man, the thief, said, 'I am he with
whom thou agreedst concerning the theft and to whom thou openedst the door, and I am he who avouched against her falsely and calumniously and
God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) knoweth that I never did evil with her, no, nor knew her in any wise before then.'.Abou
Temam, Story of Ilan Shah and, i. 126..When the king heard this story, he smiled and it pleased him and he bade the vizier go away to his own
house..112. Abdallah ben Nafi and the King's Son of Cashghar dccccxli.When the morning morrowed and the king sat on the throne of his
kingship, he summoned the chief of his viziers and said to him, "What deemest thou of this that yonder robber-youth hath done? Behold, he hath
entered my house and lain down on my bed and I fear lest there be an intrigue between him and the woman. How deemest thou of the affair?" "God
prolong the king's continuance!" replied the vizier. "What sawest thou in this youth [to make thee trust in him]? Is he not vile of origin, the son of
thieves? Needs must a thief revert to his vile origin, and whoso reareth the young of the serpent shall get of them nought but biting. As for the
woman, she is not at fault; for, since [the] time [of her marriage with thee] till now, there hath appeared from her nought but good breeding and
modesty; and now, if the king give me leave, I will go to her and question her, so I may discover to thee the affair.".'A great theft had been
committed in the city and I was cited, (139) I and my fellows. Now it was a matter of considerable value and they (140) pressed hard upon us; but
we obtained of them some days' grace and dispersed in quest of the stolen goods. As for me, I sallied forth with five men and went round about the
city that day; and on the morrow we fared forth [into the suburbs]. When we came a parasang or two parasangs' distance from the city, we were
athirst; and presently we came to a garden. So I went in and going up to the water-wheel, (141) entered it and drank and made the ablution and
prayed. Presently up came the keeper of the garden and said to me, "Out on thee! Who brought thee into this water-wheel?" And he cuffed me and
squeezed my ribs till I was like to die. Then he bound me with one of his bulls and made me turn in the water-wheel, flogging me the while with a
cattle whip he had with him, till my heart was on fire; after which he loosed me and I went out, knowing not the way..Envy and Malice, Of, i.
125..76 En Numan and the Arab of the Benou Tai dclx.? ? ? ? ? The curtain of delight, perforce, we've lifted through the friend, (143) For tidings of
great joy, indeed, there came to us of late..A certain king sat one day on the roof of his palace, diverting himself with looking about him, and
presently, chancing to look aside, he espied, on [the roof of] a house over against his palace, a woman, never saw his eyes her like. So he turned to
those who were present and said to them, "To whom belongeth yonder house?" "To thy servant Firouz," answered they, "and that is his wife." So
he went down, (and indeed love had made him drunken and he was passionately enamoured of her), and calling Firouz, said to him, "Take this
letter and go with it to such a city and bring me the answer." Firouz took the letter and going to his house, laid it under his head and passed that
night. When the morning morrowed, he took leave of his wife and set out for the city in question, unknowing what the king purposed against
him..Numan (En) and the Arab of the Benou Tai, i. 203..One day, he went forth in quest of certain stray camels of his and fared on all his day and
night till eventide, when he [came to an Arab encampment and] was fain to seek hospitality of one of the inhabitants. So he alighted at one of the
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tents of the camp and there came forth to him a man of short stature and loathly aspect, who saluted him and lodging him in a corner of the tent, sat
entertaining him with talk, the goodliest that might be. When his food was dressed, the Arab's wife brought it to the guest, and he looked at the
mistress of the tent and saw a favour than which no goodlier might be. Indeed, her beauty and grace and symmetry amazed him and he abode
confounded, looking now at her and now at her husband. When his looking grew long, the man said to him, 'Harkye, O son of the worthy! Occupy
thyself with thine own concerns, for by me and this woman hangeth a rare story, that is yet goodlier than that which thou seest of her beauty; and
when we have made an end of our food, I will tell it thee.'.For the uses of food I was fashioned and made, ii. 223..? ? ? ? ? When I recall the season
of love-delight with them, The sweet of sleep forsakes me, my body wastes amain..It is said that the most extraordinary of that which happened to
Er Reshid was as follows: His brother El Hadi, (153) when he succeeded to the Khalifate, enquired of a seal-ring of great price, that had belonged
to his father El Mehdi, (154) and it came to his knowledge that Er Reshid had taken it. So he required it of the latter, who refused to give it up, and
El Hadi insisted upon him, but he still denied the seal-ring of the Khalifate. Now this was on the bridge [over the Tigris], and he threw the ring into
the river. When El Hadi died and Er Reshid succeeded to the Khalifate, he came in person to that bridge, with a seal-ring of lead, which he threw
into the river at the same place, and bade the divers seek it. So they did [his bidding] and brought up the first ring, and this was reckoned [an omen]
of Er Reshid's good fortune and [a presage of] the continuance of his reign. (155).? ? ? ? ? Would he were not who sundered us upon the parting
day! How many a body hath he slain, how many a bone laid bare?.Presently, the vizier entered and the king signed to him to cause avoid the place.
So he signed to those who were present to withdraw, and they departed; whereupon quoth the king to him, "How deemest thou, O excellent vizier,
O loyal counsellor in all manner of governance, of a vision I have seen in my sleep?" "What is it, O king?" asked the vizier, and Shah Bekht related
to him his dream, adding, "And indeed the sage interpreted it to me and said to me, 'An thou put not the vizier to death within a month, he will slay
thee.' Now I am exceeding both to put the like of thee to death, yet do I fear to leave thee on life. What then dost thou counsel me that I should do
in this matter?" The vizier bowed his head awhile, then raised it and said, "God prosper the king! Verily, it skills not to continue him on life of
whom the king is afraid, and my counsel is that thou make haste to put me to death.".? ? ? ? ? e. The Niggard and the Loaves of Bread
dlxxx.Appointed Term, Of the, i. 147..? ? ? ? ? Whose subtleness might well infect the understanding folk; And secrets didst thou, in thy cheer, to
us communicate..? ? ? ? ? How long shall I, in weariness, for this estrangement pine, What while the spies of severance (106) do watch me all the
night?.JAAFER BEN YEHYA AND ABDULMEILIK BEN SALIH THE ABBASIDE. (144).Then she changed the measure and improvised the
following:.? ? ? ? ? Bravo for her whose loosened locks her cheeks do overcloud! She slays me with her cruelty, so fair she is and proud..? ? ? ? ?
The Merciful dyed me with that which I wear Of hues with whose goodliness none may compare..? ? ? ? ? bb. The King of Hind and his Visier
dccccxxviii.Then he girt his middle with a handkerchief and entering, saluted the young merchant, who said to him, 'Where hast thou been?' Quoth
he, 'I have done thine errands;' and the youth said, 'Go and eat and come hither and drink.' So he went away, as he bade him, and ate. Then he
washed and returning to the saloon, sat down on the carpet and fell to talking with them; whereupon the young merchant's heart was comforted and
his breast dilated and he addressed himself to joyance. They abode in the most delightsome life and the most abounding pleasance till a third part of
the night was past, when the master of the house arose and spreading them a bed, invited them to lie down. So they lay down and the youth abode
on wake, pondering their affair, till daybreak, when the woman awoke and said to her companion, 'I wish to go.' So he bade her farewell and she
departed; whereupon the master of the house followed her with a purse of money and gave it to her, saying, 'Blame not my master,' and made his
excuse to her for the young merchant..? ? ? ? ? Ne'er shall I them forget, nay, nor the day they went.11. The Voyages of Sindbad the Sailor
ccxliv.Then they returned to Shehrzad and displayed her in the second dress. They clad her in a dress of surpassing goodliness, and veiled her face
to the eyes with her hair. Moreover, they let down her side locks and she was even as saith of her one of her describers in the following verses:.? ? ?
? ? It is as the jasmine, when it I espy, As it glitters and gleams midst its boughs, were a sky.Baghdad, El Abbas and the King's Daughter of, iii.
53..Then came forward the thirteenth officer and said, 'I will tell you a story that a man of my friends told me. (Quoth he).149. El Melik en Nasir
and his Vizier dcxcvii.When Tuhfeh heard this, she gave a great cry, that the folk heard her and Kemeriyeh said, 'Relief is at hand.' Then she
looked out to them and called to them, saying, 'O daughters of mine uncle, I am a lonely maid, an exile from folk and country. So, for the love of
God the Most High, repeat that song!' So Kemeriyeh repeated it and Tuhfeh swooned away. When she came to herself, she said to Jemreh, 'By the
virtue of the Apostle of God (whom may He bless and preserve!) except thou suffer me go down to them and look on them and sit with them
awhile, [I swear] I will cast myself down from this palace, for that I am weary of my life and know that I am slain without recourse; wherefore I
will slay myself, ere thou pass sentence upon me.' And she was instant with her in asking..? ? ? ? ? Yet, an thou wilt vouchsafe thy favours unto me,
My sabre thou shalt see the foemen put to flight;.So the youth obeyed his father's commandment and taking him, carried him to the slave-dealer
and said to the latter, 'Sell me this old man.' Quoth the dealer, 'Who will buy this fellow, and he a man of fourscore?' Then said he to the king, 'In
what crafts dost thou excel?' Quoth he, 'I know the quintessence of jewels and I know the quintessence of horses and that of men; brief, I know the
quintessence of all things.' So the dealer took him and went about, offering him for sale to the folk; but none would buy. Presently, up came the
overseer of the [Sultan's] kitchen and said, 'What is this man?' And the dealer answered, 'This is a slave for sale.' The cook marvelled at this and
bought the king for ten thousand dirhems, after questioning him of what he could do. Then he paid down the money and carried him to his house,
but dared not employ him in aught of service; so he appointed him an allowance, such as should suffice for his livelihood, and repented him of
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having bought him, saying, 'What shall I do with the like of this fellow?'.So the girl's owner betook himself to the bazaar, where he found the youth
seated at the upper end of the merchants' place of session, selling and buying and taking and giving, as he were the moon on the night of its full,
and saluted him. The young man returned his salutation and he said to him, "O my lord, be not thou vexed at the girl's speech the other day, for her
price shall be less than that [which thou badest], to the intent that I may propitiate thy favour. If thou desire her for nought, I will send her to thee,
or if thou wouldst have me abate thee of her price, I will well, for I desire nought but what shall content thee; for that thou art a stranger in our land
and it behoveth us to entreat thee hospitably and have consideration for thee." "By Allah," answered the youth, "I will not take her from thee but at
an advance on that which I bade thee for her aforetime; so wilt thou now sell her to me for seventeen hundred dinars?" And the other answered," O
my lord, I sell her to thee, may God bless thee in her.".Then Ishac seized upon her hand and carrying her into the house, said to her, 'Take the lute
and sing; for never saw I nor heard thy like in smiting upon the lute; no, not even myself!' 'O my lord,' answered she, 'thou makest mock of me.
Who am I that thou shouldst say all this to me? Indeed, this is but of thy kindness.' 'Nay, by Allah,' exclaimed he, 'I said but the truth to thee and I
am none of those on whom pretence imposeth. These three months hath nature not moved thee to take the lute and sing thereto, and this is nought
but an extraordinary thing. But all this cometh of strength in the craft and self-restraint.' Then he bade her sing; and she said, 'Hearkening and
obedience.' So she took the lute and tightening its strings, smote thereon a number of airs, so that she confounded Ishac's wit and he was like to fly
for delight. Then she returned to the first mode and sang thereto the following verses:.Relief, Story of the Prisoner and how God gave him, i.
174..Awake, Asleep and, i. 5..The Thirteenth Night of the Month..Vizier Er Rehwan, King Shah Bekht and his, i. 215..Then they went to the youth
and said to him, 'Know that the king thanketh thee for thy dealing yesternight and exceedeth in [praise of] thy good deed;' and they prompted him
to do the like again. So, when the next night came, the king abode on wake; watching the youth; and as for the latter, he went to the door of the
pavilion and drawing his sword, stood in the doorway. When the king saw him do thus, he was sore disquieted and bade seize him and said to him,
'Is this my requital from thee? I showed thee favour more than any else and thou wouldst do with me this vile deed.' Then arose two of the king's
servants and said to him, 'O our lord, if thou command it, we will strike off his head.' But the king said, 'Haste in slaying is a vile thing, for it (107)
is a grave matter; the quick we can slay, but the slain we cannot quicken, and needs must we look to the issue of affairs. The slaying of this [youth]
will not escape us.' (108) Therewith he bade imprison him, whilst he himself returned [to the city] and despatching his occasions, went forth to the
chase..Ali of Damascus and Sitt el Milah, Noureddin, iii. 3..When she had made an end of her song and laid down the lute, Ishac looked fixedly on
her, then took her hand and offered to kiss it; but she snatched it from him and said to him, 'Allah, O my lord, do not that!' Quoth he, 'Be silent. By
Allah, I had said that there was not in the world the like of me; but now I have found my dinar (180) in the craft but a danic, (181) "for thou art,
beyond comparison or approximation or reckoning, more excellent of skill than I! This very day will I carry thee up to the Commander of the
Faithful Haroun er Reshid, and whenas his glance lighteth on thee, thou wilt become a princess of womankind. So, Allah, Allah upon thee, O my
lady, whenas thou becomest of the household of the Commander of the Faithful, do not thou forget me!' And she replied, saying, 'Allah, O my lord,
thou art the source of my fortunes and in thee is my heart fortified.' So he took her hand and made a covenant with her of this and she swore to him
that she would not forget him..? ? ? ? ? a. The Christian Broker's Story cix.King Azadbekht and his Son, History of, i. 61..35. Isaac of Mosul's
Story of Khedijeh and the Khalif Mamoun dxl.? ? ? ? ? What strength have I solicitude and long desire to bear? Why art thou purposed to depart
and leave me to despair?.Haste not to that thou dost desire; for haste is still unblest, ii. 88..? ? ? ? ? p. The Sixteenth Officer's Story dccccxl.Woman
accused of Lewdness, The Pious, ii. 5..? ? ? ? ? I swear by his life, yea, I swear by the life of my love without peer, To please him or save him from
hurt, I'd enter the fire without fear!.? ? ? ? ? Though Fortune whiles to thee belike may be unjust, Her seasons change and man's excused if he
transgress..When Abou Temam returned with [news of] the accomplishment of his errand and brought the presents and the letter, King Ilan Shah
rejoiced in this and redoubled in showing him honour and made much of him. Some days thereafterward, the king of Turkestan sent his daughter
and she went in to King Ilan Shah, who rejoiced in her with an exceeding joy and Abou Temam's worth was exalted in his sight. When the viziers
saw this, they redoubled in envy and despite and said, 'An we contrive us not a device to rid us of this man, we shall perish of rage.' So they
bethought them [and agreed upon] a device they should practise..So saying, he put his hand to his poke and bringing out therefrom three hundred
dinars, gave them to the merchant, who said in himself, "Except I take the money, he will not abide in the house." So he pouched the money and
sold him the house, taking the folk to witness against himself of the sale. Then he arose and set food before El Abbas and they ate of the good
things which he had provided; after which he brought him dessert and sweetmeats. They ate thereof till they had enough, when the tables were
removed and they washed their hands with rose-water and willow-flower-water. Then the merchant brought El Abbas a napkin perfumed with the
fragrant smoke of aloes-wood, on which he wiped his hand, (80) and said to him, "O my lord, the house is become thy house; so bid thy servant
transport thither the horses and arms and stuffs." El Abbas did this and the merchant rejoiced in his neighbourhood and left him not night nor day,
so that the prince said to him, "By Allah, I distract thee from thy livelihood." "God on thee, O my lord," replied the merchant, "name not to me
aught of this, or thou wilt break my heart, for the best of traffic is thy company and thou art the best of livelihood." So there befell strait friendship
between them and ceremony was laid aside from between them..Then said El Aziz to the King of Baghdad, "I would fain speak a word to thee; but
do thou not exclude from us those who are present. If thou consent unto my wish, that which is ours shall be thine and that which is incumbent on
thee shall be incumbent on us, (121) and we will be to thee a mighty aid against all enemies and opposites." Quoth Ins ben Cais, "Say what thou
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wilt, O King, for indeed thou excellest in speech and attainest [the mark] in that which them sayest" So El Aziz said to him," I desire that thou give
thy daughter Mariyeh in marriage to my son El Abbas, for thou knowest that wherewithal he is gifted of beauty and loveliness and brightness and
perfection and how he beareth himself in the frequentation of the valiant and his constancy in the stead of smiting and thrusting." "By Allah, O
king," answered Ins ben Cais, "of my love for Mariyeh, I have appointed her disposal to be in her own hand; wherefore, whomsoever she chooseth
of the folk, I will marry her to him.".Then he bade take her away; so she was carried to her chamber and he sent her a black slave-girl, with a
casket, wherein were three thousand dinars and a carcanet of gold, set with pearls, great and small, and jewels, worth other three thousand, saying
to her, "The slave-girl and that which is with her are a gift from me to thee." When she heard this, she said, "God forbid that I should be consoled
for the love of my lord and my master, though with the earth full of gold!" And she improvised and recited the following verses:.So he arose and
taking his weaving gear, sold it and bought with the price drugs and simples and wrought himself a carpet, with which they set out and journeyed to
a certain village, where they took up their abode. Then the man donned a physician's habit and fell to going round about the hamlets and villages
and country parts; and he began to earn his living and make gain. Their affairs prospered and their case was bettered; wherefore they praised God
for their present ease and the village became to them a home..EN NUMAN AND THE ARAB OF THE BENOU TAI. (168).? ? ? ? ? e. The
Barber's Story xxxi.? ? ? ? ? How many, in Yemameh, (64) dishevelled widows plain! How many a weakling orphan unsuccoured doth
remain,.Seventh Officer's Story, The, ii. 150..? ? ? ? ? k. The Serpent-Charmer and his Wife dccccvii.They tell that Haroun er Reshid was sitting
one day to do away grievances, when there came up to him a woman and said to him, "O Commander of the Faithful, may God accomplish thine
affair and cause thee rejoice in that which He hath given thee and increase thee in elevation! Indeed, thou hast done justice (85) and wrought
equitably." (86) Quoth the Khalif to those who were present with him, "Know ye what this woman meaneth by her saying?" And they answered,
"Of a surety, she meaneth not otherwise than well, O Commander of the Faithful." "Nay," rejoined Haroun; "she purposeth only in this an
imprecation against me. As for her saying, 'God accomplish thine affair!' she hath taken it from the saying of the poet, 'When an affair is
accomplished, its abatement (87) beginneth. Beware of cessation, whenas it is said, "It is accomplished."' As for her saying 'God cause thee rejoice
in that which He hath given thee,' she took it from the saying of God the Most High, 'Till, whenas they rejoiced in that which they were given, we
took them suddenly and lo, they were confounded!' (88) As for her saying, 'God increase thee in elevation!' she took it from the saying of the poet,
'No bird flieth and riseth up on high, but, like as he flieth, he falleth.' And as for her saying, 'Indeed, thou hast done justice and wrought equitably,'
it is from the saying of the Most High, '[If ye deviate (89) or lag behind or turn aside, verily, God of that which ye do is aware;' (90) and] 'As for
the transgressors,' (91) they are fuel for hell[-fire]." (92).David and Solomon, i. 275..? ? ? ? ? When the flies light on food, from the platter my hand
I raise, though my spirit should long for the fare;.Then said he to them one day, 'There was with us bread and the locusts ate it; so we put in its
place a stone, a cubit long and the like broad, and the locusts came and gnawed away the stone, because of the smell of the bread.' Quoth one of his
friends (and it was he who had given him the lie concerning the dog and the bread and milk), 'Marvel not at this, for mice do more than that.' And
he said, 'Go to your houses. In the days of my poverty, I was a liar [when I told you] of the dog's climbing upon the shelf and eating the bread and
spoiling the milk; and to-day, for that I am rich again, I say sooth [when I tell you] that locusts devoured a stone a cubit long and a cubit broad.'
They were confounded at his speech and departed from him; and the youth's good flourished and his case was amended. (227) Nor," added the
vizier,"is this stranger or more extraordinary than the story of the king's son who fell in love with the picture.".Then he arose and going in to his
daughter, found her mother with her; so he set out to them the case and Mariyeh said, "O father mine, my wish is subject unto (122) thy
commandment and my will ensueth thy will; so whatsoever thou choosest, I am still obedient unto thee and under thy dominion." Therewithal the
King knew that Mariyeh inclined unto El Abbas; so he returned forthright to King El Aziz and said to him, "May God amend the King! Verily, the
occasion is accomplished and there is no opposition unto that which thou commandest" Quoth El Aziz, "By God's leave are occasions
accomplished. How deemest thou, O King, of fetching El Abbas and drawing up the contract of marriage between Mariyeh and him?" And Ins ben
Cais answered, saying, "Thine be it to decide.".Tither, The Unjust King and the, i. 273..58. The King's Daughter and the Ape ccclv.? ? ? ? ? The
zephyr's sweetness on the coppice blew, And as with falling fire 'twas clad anew;.Patience, Of the Advantages of, i. 89.
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