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THE BUTTERFLY EFFECT
? ? ? ? ? c. The Fishes and the Crab dcccciii.? ? ? ? ? For indeed I am mated with longing love in public and privily, Nor ever my heart, alas I will

cease from mourning, will I or nill..? ? ? ? ? r. Prince Behram of Persia and the Princess Ed Detma dccccxciv.?THE FIFTEENTH OFFICER'S

STORY..Here the treasure-seeker brought out a book and reading therein, dug in the crest of the mountain five cubits deep, whereupon there

appeared to him a stone. He pulled it up and behold, it was a trap-door covering the mouth of a pit. So he waited till the [foul] air was come forth

from the midst of the pit, when he bound a rope about the boy's middle and let him down to the bottom, and with him a lighted flambeau. The boy

looked and beheld, at the upper end of the pit, wealth galore; so the treasure-seeker let down a rope and a basket and the boy fell to filling and the

man to drawing up, till the latter had gotten his sufficiency, when he loaded his beasts and did his occasion, whilst the boy looked for him to let

down to him the rope and draw him up; but he rolled a great stone to the mouth of the pit and went away..? ? ? ? ? i. The Spider and the Wind

dcxv.?OF TRUST IN GOD..? ? ? ? ? Yea, by Allah, my longing for you ne'er waneth nor passetb away; For your like among creatures is rare and

sought for in mountain and vale..There was once a man of fortune, who lost his wealth, and chagrin and melancholy got the mastery of him, so that

he became an idiot and lost his wit. There abode with him of his wealth about a score of dinars and he used to beg alms of the folk, and that which

they gave him he would gather together and lay to the dinars that were left him. Now there was in that town a vagabond, who made his living by

sharping, and he knew that the idiot had somewhat of money; so he fell to spying upon him and gave not over watching him till he saw him put in

an earthen pot that which he had with him of money and enter a deserted ruin, where he sat down, [as if] to make water, and dug a hole, in which

he laid the pot and covering it up, strewed earth upon the place. Then he went away and the sharper came and taking what was in the pot, covered it

up again, as it was..? ? ? ? ? But the Merciful yet may incline thee to me And unite us again, in despite of our foes!.? ? ? ? ? "Take comfort, for the

loved are come again,".There was once, of old time, in one of the tribes of the Arabs, a woman great with child by her husband, and they had a

hired servant, a man of excellent understanding. When the woman came to [the time of her] delivery, she gave birth to a maid-child in the night and

they sought fire of the neighbours. So the journeyman went in quest of fire..103. The Loves of Abou Isa and Curret el Ain ccccxiv.On the morrow,

she said to the old man, "Get thee to the money-changer and fetch me the ordinary." So he repaired to the money-changer and delivered him the

message, whereupon he made ready meat and drink, as of his wont, [with which the old man returned to the damsel and they ate till they had

enough. When she had eaten,] she sought of him wine and he went to the Jew and fetched it. Then they sat down and drank; and when she grew

drunken, she took the lute and smiting it, fell a-singing and chanted the following verses:.Awhile after this, there came two merchants to the king

with two pearls of price and each of them avouched that his pearl was worth a thousand dinars, but there was none who availed to value them. Then

said the cook, 'God prosper the king! Verily, the old man whom I bought avouched that he knew the quintessence of jewels and that he was skilled

in cookery. We have made proof of him in cookery and have found him the skilfullest of men; and now, if we send after him and prove him on

jewels, [the truth or falsehood of] his pretension will be made manifest to us.'.Then he could brook this no longer; so he went forth from the

dominions of the Commander of the Faithful, under pretence of visiting certain of his kinsmen, and took with him servant nor companion, neither

acquainted any with his intent, but betook himself to the road and fared on into the desert and the sandwastes, knowing not whither he went. After

awhile, he fell in with travellers intending for the land of Hind [and journeyed with them]. When he came thither, he lighted down [in a city of the

cities of the land and took up his abode] in one of the lodging-places; and there he abode a while of days, tasting not food neither solacing himself

with the delight of sleep; nor was this for lack of dirhems or dinars, but for that his mind was occupied with musing upon [the reverses of] destiny

and bemoaning himself for that the revolving sphere had turned against him and the days had decreed unto him the disfavour of our lord the Imam.

(160).? ? ? ? ? Her eye is sharper than a sword; the soul with ecstasy It takes and longing leaves behind, that nothing may assain..? ? ? ? ? Your

coming to-me-ward, indeed, with "Welcome! fair welcome!" I hail. Your sight to me gladness doth bring and banisheth sorrow and bale;.?Story of

King Ibrahim and His Son..? ? ? ? ? Whenas in body ye from us are far removed, would God I knew who shall to us himself with news of you

present!.As we stood, behold, up came the lady, and with her a slave-girl. When she saw the young man, she said to him, "Art thou here?" And he

answered, "Yes, O my lady." Quoth she, "To-day I am bidden by this man. Wilt thou go with us?" And he replied, "Yes." Then said she, "Thou hast

brought me [hither] against my will and perforce. Wilt thou go with us in any event?" (184) "Yes, yes," answered he and we fared on, [all three,]

till we came to Er Rauzeh and entered the pavilion. The lady diverted herself awhile with viewing its ordinance and furniture, after which she put

off her [walking-]clothes and sat down [with the young man] in the goodliest and chiefest place. Then I went forth and brought them what they

should eat at the first of the day; moreover, I went out also and fetched them what they should eat at the last of the day and brought them wine and

dessert and fruits and flowers. On this wise I abode in their service, standing on my feet, and she said not unto me, "Sit," nor "Take, eat" nor "Take,

drink," what while she and the young man sat toying and laughing, and he fell to kissing her and pinching her and hopping about upon the ground

and laughing..? ? ? ? ? a. The Cat and the Mouse dcix.One day the Commander of the Faithful bade bring him to the presence; so his slave-girl

changed his raiment and clothing him in sumptuous apparel, mounted him on the mule. Then he rode to the palace and presenting himself before

the Khalif, saluted him with the goodliest of salutations and bespoke him with eloquent and deep-thoughted speech. When Er Reshid saw him, he

marvelled at the goodliness of his favour and his eloquence and the readiness of his speech and enquiring of him, was told that he was Sitt el

the-butterfly-effect.pdf

Page 1/9



The Butterfly Effect

Milah's lord; whereupon quoth he, "Indeed, she is excusable in her love for him, and if we had put her to death unrighteously, as we were minded

to do, her blood would have been upon our heads." Then he turned to the young man and entering into discourse with him, found him well bred,

intelligent, quick of wit and apprehension, generous, pleasant, elegant, erudite. So he loved him with an exceeding love and questioned him of his

native city and of his father and of the manner of his journey to Baghdad. Noureddin acquainted him with that which he would know in the

goodliest of words and with the concisest of expressions; and the Khalif said to him, "And where hast thou been absent all this while? Indeed, we

sent after thee to Damascus and Mosul and other the towns, but lit on no tidings of thee." "O my lord," answered the young man, "there betided thy

slave in thy city that which never yet betided any." And he acquainted him with his case from first to last and told him that which had befallen him

of evil [from El Muradi and his crew]..10. Women's Craft cxcv-cc.? ? ? ? ? As if the maid the day resplendent and her locks The night that o'er it

spreads its shrouding darkness were..? ? ? ? ? k. The Blind Man and the Cripple dcxvi.? ? ? ? ? So eat what I offer in surety and be The Lord of all

things with thanks- giving repaid!.?THE THIEF'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? Tell me, was ever yet a mortal spared of thee?.? ? ? ? ? Yet with perfidiousness

(sure Fortune's self as thou Ne'er so perfidious was) my love thou didst requite.? ? ? ? ? Would he were not, who sundered us upon the parting-day!

How many a body hath he slain, how many a bone laid bare!.?THE FOURTH OFFICER'S STORY..20. Haroun er Reshid and the three Poets

ccccxxxii.Shah Bekht and his Vizier Er Rehwan, King, i. 215..After this, news came to the king of robbers in his land; so he set out in quest of

them and ceased not to follow after them, till he seized on them all, and behold, they were the [very] thieves who had despoiled him [and his wife]

by the way and taken his children. So he bade bring them before him, and when they came into his presence, he questioned them, saying, 'Where

are the two boys ye took on such a day?' Quoth they, 'They are with us and we will present them to our lord the king for slaves to serve him and

give him wealth galore that we have gotten together and divest ourselves of all that we possess and repent from sin and fight in thy service.' Abou

Sabir, however, paid no heed to their speech, but took all their good and bade put them all to death. Moreover, he took the two boys and rejoiced in

them with an exceeding joy, whereat the troops murmured among themselves, saying, 'Verily, this is a greater tyrant than his brother! There come

to him a sort of robbers and seek to repent and proffer two boys [by way of peace-offering], and he taketh the two boys and all their good and

slayeth them!'.? ? ? ? ? Yea, for the perfidies of Fate and sev'rance I'm become Even as was Bishr (85) of old time with Hind, (86) a fearful swain;.?

? ? ? ? His eyelids' sorcery from mine eyes hath banished sleep; since he From me departed, nought see I except a drowsy fair. (137).Moreover, he

assembled the sages and the theologians and the sons of the kings and devised with them and asked them questions and problems and examined

with them into many things of all fashions that might direct him to well-doing in the kingly office; and he questioned them also of subtleties and

religious obligations and of the laws of the kingdom and the fashions of administration and of that which it behoveth the king to do of looking into

the affairs of the people and repelling the enemy [from the realm] and fending off his malice with war; wherefore the people's contentment

redoubled and their joy in that which God the Most High had vouchsafed them of his elevation to the kingship over them. So he upheld the

ordinance of the realm and the affairs thereof abode established upon the accepted customs..He gained him wealth and returning to his native land,

after twenty years' absence, alighted in the neighbourhood of an old woman, whom he bespoke fair and entreated with liberality, requiring of her a

wench whom he might lie withal. Quoth she, 'I know none but a certain fair woman, who is renowned for this fashion.' (12) Then she described her

charms to him and made him lust after her, and he said, 'Hasten to her forthright and lavish unto her that which she asketh, [in exchange for her

favours].' So the old woman betook herself to the damsel and discovered to her the man's wishes and bade her to him; but she answered, saying, 'It

is true that I was on this [fashion of] whoredom [aforetime]; but now I have repented to God the Most High and hanker no more after this; nay, I

desire lawful marriage; so, if he be content with that which is lawful, I am at his service.'.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor

dxlvi.Then the astrologers made their calculations and looked into his nativity and his ascendant, whereupon their colour changed and they were

confounded. Quoth the king to them, 'Acquaint me with his horoscope and ye shall have assurance and fear ye not of aught' 'O king,' answered

they, 'this child's nativity denotes that, in the seventh year of his age, there is to be feared for him from a lion, which will attack him; and if he be

saved from the lion, there will betide an affair yet sorer and more grievous.' 'What is that?' asked the king; and they said, 'We will not speak, except

the king command us thereto and give us assurance from [that which we] fear.' Quoth the king, 'God assure you!' And they said, 'If he be saved

from the lion, the king's destruction will be at his hand.' When the king heard this, his colour changed and his breast was straitened; but he said in

himself, 'I will be watchful and do my endeavour and suffer not the lion to eat him. It cannot be that he will kill me, and indeed the astrologers

lied.'.? ? ? ? ? Then spare me, by Him who vouchsafed thee the kingship; For a gift in this world is the regal estate..When it was the ninth day, the

viziers [foregathered and] said, one to another, "Verily, this youth baffleth us, for as often as the king is minded to put him to death, he beguileth

him and ensorcelleth him with a story; so what deem ye we should do, that we may slay him and be at rest from him?" Then they took counsel

together and were of accord that they should go to the king's wife [and prompt her to urge the king to slaughter the youth. So they betook

themselves to her] and said to her, "Thou art heedless of this affair wherein thou art and this heedlessness will not profit thee; whilst the king is

occupied with eating and drinking and diversion and forgetteth that the folk beat upon tabrets and sing of thee and say, 'The king's wife loveth the

youth;' and what while he abideth on life, the talk will increase and not diminish." Quoth she, "By Allah, it was ye set me on against him, and what

shall I do [now]?" And they answered, "Do thou go in to the king and weep and say to him, 'Verily, the women come to me and tell me that I am

become a byword in the city, and what is thine advantage in the sparing of this youth? If thou wilt not slay him, slay me, so this talk may be
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estopped from us.'".? ? ? ? ? a. The Unlucky Merchant ccccxl.Presently, in came Mesrour the eunuch to him and saluted him and seeing Nuzhet el

Fuad stretched out, uncovered her face and said, "There is no god but God! Our sister Nuzhet el Fuad is dead. How sudden was the [stroke of]

destiny! May God have mercy on thee and acquit thee of responsibility!" Then he returned and related what had passed before the Khalif and the

Lady Zubeideh, and he laughing. "O accursed one,' said the Khalif, "is this a time for laughter? Tell us which is dead of them." "By Allah, O my

lord," answered Mesrour, "Aboulhusn is well and none is dead but Nuzhet el Fuad." Quoth the Khalif to Zubeideh, "Thou hast lost thy pavilion in

thy play," and he laughed at her and said to Mesrour, "O Mesrour, tell her what thou sawest." "Verily, O my lady," said the eunuch, "I ran without

ceasing till I came in to Aboulhusn in his house and found Nuzhet el Fuad lying dead and Aboulhusn sitting at her head, weeping. I saluted him and

condoled with him and sat down by his side and uncovered the face of Nuzhet el Fuad and saw her dead and her face swollen. So I said to him,

'Carry her out forthright [to burial], so we may pray over her.' He answered, 'It is well;' and I left him to lay her out and came hither, that I might

tell you the news.".Presently, his friends and acquaintances among the merchants and people of the market began to come up to him, by ones and

twos, to give him joy, and said to him, laughing, "God's blessing on thee! Where an the sweetmeats? Where is the coffee? (262) It would seem thou

hast forgotten us; surely, the charms of the bride have disordered thy reason and taken thy wit, God help thee! Well, well; we give thee joy, we give

thee joy." And they made mock of him, whilst he gave them no answer and was like to tear his clothes and weep for vexation. Then they went away

from him, and when it was the hour of noon, up came his mistress, trailing her skirts and swaying in her gait, as she were a cassia-branch in a

garden. She was yet more richly dressed and adorned and more bewitching (263) in her symmetry and grace than on the previous day, so that she

made the passers stop and stand in ranks to look on her..Now they had complained of them aforetime to the Sultan, and he said, 'If any of the Turks

come to you, pelt them with stones.' So, when they saw the fuller, they fell upon him with sticks and stones and pelted him; whereupon quoth he [in

himself], 'Verily, I am a Turk and knew it not.' Then he took of the money in his pocket and bought him victual [for the journey] and hired a

hackney and set out for Ispahan, leaving his wife to the trooper. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the merchant

and the old woman and the king.".There was once, in the city of Baghdad, a man, [by name El Merouzi,] (30) who was a sharper and plagued (31)

the folk with his knavish tricks, and he was renowned in all quarters [for roguery]. [He went out one day], carrying a load of sheep's dung, and took

an oath that he would not return to his lodging till he had sold it at the price of raisins. Now there was in another city a second sharper, [by name Er

Razi,] (32) one of its people, who [went out the same day], bearing a load of goat's dung, which he had sworn that he would not sell but at the price

of dried figs..? ? ? ? ? For thy sweet sake, as 'twere, indeed, an exile I had been, Lone and deserted I became, lamenting, weeping-eyed..By Allah,

come ye forth to me, for lo, I'm come to you I May he who's wronged the victory get and God defend the right! (70).? ? ? ? ? m. The Boy and the

Thieves dcxxvii.Then they brought trays and tables and amongst the rest a platter of red gold, inlaid with pearls and jewels; its margents were of

gold and emerald, and thereon were graven the following verses:.31. The Scavenger and the Noble Lady of Baghdad cclxxxii.Then he bade fetch

the youth; so they brought him before him and the viziers said, "O base of origin, out on thee! Thy term is at hand and the earth hungereth for thy

body, so it may devour it." But he answered them, saying, "Death is not in your word nor in your envy; nay, it is an ordinance written upon the

forehead; wherefore, if aught be written upon my forehead, needs must it come to pass, and neither endeavour nor thought-taking nor precaution

will deliver me therefrom; [but it will surely happen] even as happened to King Ibrahim and his son." Quoth the king, "Who was King Ibrahim and

who was his son?" And the youth said, "O king,.When the king heard these tidings of Aamir, he sent for him and let bring him before him; and

when he entered his presence, he kissed the earth and saluted and showed forth his breeding and greeted him with the goodliest of compliments.

The king bade him raise his head and questioned him of his lord El Abbas; whereupon he acquainted him with his tidings and told him that which

had betided him with King Zuheir and of the army that was become at his commandment and of the spoil that he had gotten. Moreover, he gave

him to know that El Abbas was coming on the morrow, and with him more than fifty thousand cavaliers, obedient to his commandment. When the

king heard his speech, he bade decorate Baghdad and commanded [the inhabitants] to equip themselves with the richest of their apparel, in honour

of the coming of El Abbas. Moreover, he sent to give King El Aziz the glad tidings of his son's return and acquainted him with that which he had

heard from the prince's servant..Officer's Story, The Second, ii. 134..63. Haroun er Reshid and the Two Girls dcli.Tither, The Unjust King and the,

i. 273..N.B.-The Roman numerals denote the volume, the Arabic the page.Then said I, "A man cannot well accomplish all whereof he hath need in

the market-places." "Hast thou a house?" asked she. "No, by Allah," answered I; "nor is this town my dwelling-place." "By Allah," rejoined she,

"nor have I a place; but I will contrive for thee." Then she went on before me and I followed her till she came to a lodging-house and said to the

housekeeper, "Hast thou an empty chamber?" "Yes," answered she; and my mistress said, "Give us the key." So we took the key and going up to

see the room, entered it; after which she went out to the housekeeper and [giving her a dirhem], said to her, "Take the key-money, (110) for the

room pleaseth us, and here is another dirhem for thy trouble. Go, fetch us a pitcher of water, so we may [refresh ourselves] and rest till the time of

the noonday siesta pass and the heat decline, when the man will go and fetch the [household] stuff." Therewith the housekeeper rejoiced and

brought us a mat and two pitchers of water on a tray and a leather rug..Therewithal the damsel rose briskly and putting off her clothes, washed and

donned sumptuous apparel and perfumed herself and went out to him, as she were a willow-wand or a bamboo-cane, followed by a black slave girl,

bearing the lute. When she came to the young man, she saluted him and sat down by his side. Then she took the lute from the slave-girl and tuning

it, smote thereon in four-and-twenty modes, after which she returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.6. Story of the Hunchback
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cii.Now the four women who thus accosted Tuhfeh were the princess Kemeriyeh, daughter of King Es Shisban, and her sisters; and Kemeriyeh

loved Tuhfeh with an exceeding love. So, when she came up to her, she fell to kissing and embracing her, and Iblis said, 'Fair befall you! Take me

between you.' At this Tuhfeh laughed and Kemeriyeh said, 'O my sister, I love thee and doubtless hearts have their evidences, (197) for, since I saw

thee, I have loved thee.' 'By Allah,' replied Tuhfeh, 'hearts have deeps, (198) and thou, by Allah, art dear to me and I am thy handmaid.' Kemeriyeh

thanked her for this and said to her, 'These are the wives of the kings of the Jinn: salute them. This is Queen Jemreh, (199) that is Queen Wekhimeh

and this other is Queen Sherareh, and they come not but for thee.' So Tuhfeh rose to her feet and kissed their hands, and the three queens kissed her

and welcomed her and entreated her with the utmost honour..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ef. Story of the Barber's Sixth Brother xxxiii.When the evening

evened, the king sat in his sitting- chamber and sending for his vizier, bade him relate the story of the wealthy man who lost his wealth and his wit.

So he said, "Know, O king, that.Officer's Story, The Third, ii. 137..So they dragged him away, what while he wept and spoke the words which

whoso saith shall nowise be confounded, to wit, "There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Sublime!" When they came to the

Tigris, one of them drew the sword upon him and El Muradi said to the swordbearer, "Smite off his head." But one of them, Ahmed by name, said,

"O folk, deal gently with this poor wretch and slay him not unjustly and wickedly, for I stand in fear of God the Most High, lest He burn me with

his fire." Quoth El Muradi, "A truce to this talk!" And Ahmed said, "If ye do with him aught, I will acquaint the Commander of the Faithful."

"How, then, shall we do with him?" asked they; and he answered, "Let us deposit him in prison and I will be answerable to you for his provision; so

shall we be quit of his blood, for indeed he is wrongfully used." So they took him up and casting him into the Prison of Blood, (13)went away..137.

Otbeh and Reyya dclxxx.When it was the fourth night, there came the boy whom they were minded to circumcise, adorned with jewels such as

never saw eye nor heard ear of, and amongst the rest a crown of gold, set with pearls and jewels, the worth whereof was an hundred thousand

dinars. He sat down upon the throne and Tuhfeh sang to him, till the surgeon came and they circumcised him, in the presence of all the kings, who

showered on him great store of jewels and jacinths and gold. Queen Kemeriyeh bade the servants gather up all this and lay it in Tuhfeh's closet, and

it was [as much in value as] all that had fallen to her, from the first of the festival to the last thereof. Moreover, the Sheikh Iblis (whom God curse!)

bestowed upon Tuhfeh the crown worn by the boy and gave the latter another, whereat her reason fled. Then the Jinn departed, in order of rank,

whilst Iblis took leave of them, band by band..Now there was before us a high mountain, (200) rising [abruptly] from the sea, and the ship fell off

into an eddy, (201) which bore it on till presently it struck upon the skirt (202) of the mountain and broke in sunder; whereupon the captain came

down [from the mast], weeping, and said, 'God's will be done! Take leave of one another and look yourselves out graves from to-day, for we have

fallen into a predicament (203) from which there is no escape, and never yet hath any been cast away here and come off alive.' So all the folk fell

a-weeping and gave themselves up for lost, despairing of deliverance; friend took leave of friend and sore was the mourning and lamentation; for

that hope was cut off and they were left without guide or pilot. (204) Then all who were in the ship landed on the skirt of the mountain and found

themselves on a long island, whose shores were strewn with [wrecks], beyond count or reckoning, [of] ships that had been cast away [there] and

whose crews had perished; and there also were dry bones and dead bodies, heaped upon one another, and goods without number and riches past

count So we abode confounded, drunken, amazed, humbling ourselves [in supplication to God] and repenting us [of having exposed ourselves to

the perils of travel]; but repentance availed not in that place..135. Jouder and his Brothers dcvi.?STORY OF THE FOUL-FAVOURED MAN AND

HIS FAIR WIFE..? ? ? ? ? All through the day its light and when the night grows dark, My grief forsakes me not, no, nor my heavy cheer..All who

were present were delighted and the sitting-chamber shook with mirth, and Iblis said, 'Well done, O Tuhfet es Sudour!' Then they gave not over

wine-bibbing and rejoicing and making merry and tambourining and piping till the night waned and the dawn drew near; and indeed exceeding

delight entered into them. The most of them in mirth was the Sheikh Iblis, and for the excess of that which betided him of delight, he put off all that

was upon him of coloured clothes and cast them over Tuhfeh, and among the rest a robe broidered with jewels and jacinths, worth ten thousand

dinars. Then he kissed the earth and danced and put his finger to his arse and taking his beard in his hand, said to her, 'Sing about this beard and

endeavour after mirth and pleasance, and no blame shall betide thee for this.' So she improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Whenas

mine eyes behold thee not, that day As of my life I do not reckon aye;.Now thieves had followed him, so they might rob him of his good, but

availed not unto aught; wherefore he went up to the old woman and kissed her head and exceeded in munificence to her. Then she [warned him of

that which awaited strangers entering the town and] said to him, 'I like not this for thee and I fear mischief for thee from these questions that the

vizier hath appointed for the confrontation of the ignorant.' And she expounded to him the case according to its fashion. Then said she to him, 'But

have no concern: only carry me with thee to thy lodging, and if he question thee of aught, whilst I am with thee, I will expound the answers to thee.'

Se he carried her with him to the city and established her in his lodging and entreated her kindly..68. Haroun er Reshid and the three Poets

ccclxxxvi.102. The Apples of Paradise ccccxii.? ? ? ? ? o. The Fifteenth Officer's Story dccccxl.Zubeideh, El Mamoun and, i. 199.I did as she bade

me and when I returned, she said to me, "Sit, so I may relate to thee yonder fellow's case, lest thou be affrighted at that which hath befallen him.

Thou must know that I am the Khalif's favourite, nor is there any more in honour with him than I; and I am allowed six nights in each month,

wherein I go down [into the city and take up my abode] with my [former] mistress, who reared me; and when I go down thus, I dispose of myself

as I will. Now this young man was the son of neighbours of my mistress, when I was a virgin girl. One day, my mistress was [engaged] with the

chief [officers] of the palace and I was alone in the house. When the night came on, I went up to the roof, so I might sleep there, and before I was
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aware, this youth came up from the street and falling upon me, knelt on my breast. He was armed with a poniard and I could not win free of him till

he had done away my maidenhead by force; and this sufficed him not, but he must needs disgrace me with all the folk, for, as often as I came down

from the palace, he would lie in wait for me by the way and swive me against my will and follow me whithersoever I went. This, then, is my story,

and as for thee, thou pleasest me and thy patience pleaseth me and thy good faith and loyal service, and there abideth with me none dearer than

thou." Then I lay with her that night and there befell what befell between us till the morning, when she gave me wealth galore and fell to coming to

the pavilion six days in every month..So she donned a devotee's habit and betaking herself to the goldsmith, said to him, 'To whom belongeth the

bracelet that is in the king's hand?' Quoth he, 'It belongeth to a man, a stranger, who hath bought him a slave-girl from this city and lodgeth with her

in such a place.' So the old woman repaired to the young man's house and knocked at the door. The damsel opened to her and seeing her clad in

devotee's apparel, (184) saluted her and said to her, ' Belike thou hast an occasion with us?' 'Yes,' answered the old woman; 'I desire privacy and

ablution.' (185) Quoth the girl, 'Enter.' So she entered and did her occasion and made the ablution and prayed. Then she brought out a rosary and

began to tell her beads thereon, and the damsel said to her, 'Whence comest thou, O pilgrim?' (186) Quoth she '[I come] from [visiting] the Idol

(187) of the Absent in such a church. (188) There standeth up no woman [to prayer] before him, who hath an absent friend and discovereth to him

her need, but he acquainteth her with her case and giveth her tidings of her absent one.' 'O pilgrim,' said the damsel, 'we have an absent one, and my

lord's heart cleaveth to him and I desire to go to the idol and question him of him.' Quoth the old woman, '[Wait] till to-morrow and ask leave of thy

husband, and I will come to thee and go with thee in weal.'.113. Noureddin Ali and Sitt el Milah dcccclviii.3. The Porter and the Three Ladies of

Baghdad xxviii.136. The History ot Gherib and his Brother Agib dcxxiv.Eleventh Officer's Story, The, ii. 175.."O Shehrzad," quoth Shehriyar,

"finish unto us the story that thy friend told thee, for that it resembleth the story of a king whom I knew; but fain would I hear that which betided

the people of this city and what they said of the affair of the king, so I may return from that wherein I was." "With all my heart," answered

Shehrzad. "Know, O august king and lord of just judgment and praiseworthy excellence and exceeding prowess, that, when the folk heard that the

king had put away from him his custom and returned from that which had been his wont, they rejoiced in this with an exceeding joy and offered up

prayers for him. Then they talked with one another of the cause of the slaughter of the girls, and the wise said, 'They (162) are not all alike, nor are

the fingers of the hand alike.'".20. Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar cliii.Then will he say to thee, 'Then thou art an ape-leader of the tribe of the

mountebanks?' And do thou reply, 'I may in nowise deny my origin, for the sake of thy daughter and in her honour.' The Cadi will say, 'It may not

be that thou shalt be given the daughter of a sheikh who sitteth upon the carpet of the Law and whose descent is traceable by genealogy to the loins

of the Apostle of God, (267) nor is it seemly that his daughter be in the power of a man who is an ape-dancer, a minstrel.' And do thou rejoin, 'Nay,

O Effendi, she is my lawful wife and every hair of her is worth a thousand lives, and I will not let her go, though I be given the kingship of the

world.' Then be thou persuaded to speak the word of divorce and so shall the marriage be dissolved and ye be delivered from each other.".As for

his mother, Shah Khatoun, great was her longing for her son and she [still] thought of him and news of him was cut off from her, wherefore her life

was troubled and she forswore sleep and could not make mention of him before King Caesar her husband. Now she had an eunuch who had come

with her from the court of her uncle King Suleiman Shah, and he was intelligent, quickwitted, a man of good counsel. So she took him apart one

day and said to him, 'Thou hast been my servant from my childhood to this day; canst thou not therefore avail to get me news of my son, for that I

cannot speak of his matter?' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'this is an affair that thou hast concealed from the first, and were thy son here, it would not

be possible for thee to harbour him, lest thine honour fall into suspicion with the king; for they would never credit thee, since the news hath been

spread abroad that thy son was slain by his uncle.' Quoth she, 'The case is even as thou sayst and thou speakest truly; but, provided I know that my

son is alive, let him be in these parts pasturing sheep and let me not see him nor he me.' And he said to her, 'How shall we contrive in this affair?'

'Here are my treasures and my wealth,' answered she. 'Take all thou wilt and bring me my son or else news of him.'.89. Mesrour and Ibn el Caribi

cccxcix.? ? ? ? ? The fires in my vitals that rage if I did but discover to view, Their ardour the world to consume, from the East to the West, might

avail..Then said the Khalif to her, 'Repeat thy playing, O Tuhfeh.' So she repeated it and he said to her, 'Well done!' Moreover, he said to Ishac,

'Thou hast indeed brought me that which is extraordinary and worth in mine eyes the empire of the earth.' Then he turned to Mesrour the eunuch

and said to him, 'Carry Tuhfeh to the lodging of honour.' (189) Accordingly, she went away with Mesrour and the Khalif looked at her clothes and

seeing her clad in raiment of choice, said to Ishac, 'O Ishac, whence hath she these clothes?' 'O my lord, answered he, 'these are somewhat of thy

bounties and thy largesse, and they are a gift to her from me. By Allah, O Commander of the Faithful, the world, all of it, were little in comparison

with her!' Then the Khalif turned to the Vizier Jaafer and said to him, 'Give Ishac fifty thousand dirhems and a dress of honour of the apparel of

choice.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' replied Jaafer and gave him that which the Khalif ordered him..Barmecides, Haroun er Reshid and the Woman

of the, i. 57..Selim abode in the governance, invested with the sultanate, and ruled the people a whole year, after which he returned to El

Mensoureh and sojourned there another year. And he [and his wife] ceased not to go from city to city and abide in this a year and that a year, till he

was vouchsafed children and they grew up, whereupon he appointed him of his sons, who was found fitting, to be his deputy in [one] kingdom [and

abode himself in the other]; and he lived, he and his wife and children, what while God the Most High willed. Nor," added the vizier, "O king of

the age, is this story rarer or more extraordinary than that of the king of Hind and his wronged and envied vizier.".So the highwayman took the

saddle-bags and offered to kill the traveller, who said, "What is this? Thou hast no blood-feud against me, that should make my slaughter
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incumbent [on thee]. Quoth the other, "Needs must I slay thee;" whereupon the traveller dismounted from his horse and grovelled on the earth,

beseeching the robber and speaking him fair. The latter hearkened not to his prayers, but cast him to the ground; whereupon the traveller [raised his

eyes and seeing a francolin flying over him,] said, in his agony," O francolin, bear witness that this man slayeth me unjustly and wickedly; for

indeed I have given him all that was with me and besought him to let me go, for my children's sake; yet would he not consent unto this. But be thou

witness against him, for God is not unmindful of that which is done of the oppressors." The highwayman paid no heed to this speech, but smote

him and cut off his head..Then he braced up his courage and gathering his skirts about him, threw himself into the water, and it bore him along with

an exceeding might and carrying him under the earth, stayed not till it brought him out into a deep valley, wherethrough ran a great river, that

welled up from under the earth. When he found himself on the surface of the earth, he abode perplexed and dazed all that day; after which he came

to himself and rising, fared on along the valley, till he came to an inhabited land and a great village in the dominions of the king his father. So he

entered the village and foregathered with its inhabitants, who questioned him of his case; whereupon he related to them his history and they

marvelled at him, how God had delivered him from all this. Then he took up his abode with them and they loved him exceedingly..Then she

discovered to him a part of her bosom, and when he saw her breasts, his reason took flight from his head and he said to her, "Cover it up, so may

God have thee in His safeguard!" Quoth she, "Is it fair of any one to missay of my charms?" And he answered, "How shall any missay of thy

charms, and thou the sun of loveliness?" Then said she, "Hath any the right to say of me that I am lophanded? "And tucking up her sleeves, showed

him forearms, as they were crystal; after which she unveiled to him a face, as it were a full moon breaking forth on its fourteenth night, and said to

him, "Is it lawful for any to missay of me [and avouch] that my face is pitted with smallpox or that I am one-eyed or crop-eared?" And he answered

her, saying, "O my lady, what is it moveth thee to discover unto me that lovely face and those fair members, [of wont so jealously] veiled and

guarded? Tell me the truth of the matter, may I be thy ransom!" And he recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? I wept, but those who spied to part us

had no ruth On me nor on the fires that in my vitals flare..When the king heard this from the youth, his anger subsided; so he bade restore him to

the prison, and the folk dispersed that day..Ten Viziers, The, i. 61.? ? ? ? ? Thy haters say and those who malice to thee bear A true word, profiting

its hearers everywhere;.102. Jouder and his Brothers dcclxxv.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of Tuhfet el Culoub and Haroun er Reshid dccccxlii.? ? ? ? ? a. The

Christian Broker's Story cvii.When El Aziz had sat awhile, he summoned the mamelukes of his son El Abbas, and they were five-and-twenty in

number, besides half a score slave-girls, as they were moons, five of whom the king had brought with him and other five he had left with the

prince's mother. When the mamelukes came before him, he cast over each of them a mantle of green brocade and bade them mount like horses of

one and the same fashion and enter Baghdad and enquire concerning their lord El Abbas. So they entered the city and passed through the [streets

and] markets, and there abode in Baghdad nor old man nor boy but came forth to gaze on them and divert himself with the sight of their beauty and

grace and the goodliness of their aspect and of their clothes and horses, for that they were even as moons. They gave not over going till they came

to the royal palace, where they halted, and the king looked at them and seeing their beauty and the goodliness of their apparel and the brightness of

their faces, said, "Would I knew of which of the tribes these are!" And he bade the eunuch bring him news of them..Officer's Story, The Fourteenth,

ii. 183..A friend of mine once invited me to an entertainment; so I went with him, and when we came into his house and sat down on his couch, he

said to me, "This is a blessed day and a day of gladness, and [blessed is] he who liveth to [see] the like of this day. I desire that thou practise with

us and deny (124) us not, for that thou hast been used to hearken unto those who occupy themselves with this." (125) I fell in with this and their

talk happened upon the like of this subject. (126) Presently, my friend, who had invited me, arose from among them and said to them, "Hearken to

me and I will tell you of an adventure that happened to me. There was a certain man who used to visit me in my shop, and I knew him not nor he

me, nor ever in his life had he seen me; but he was wont, whenever he had need of a dirhem or two, by way of loan, to come to me and ask me,

without acquaintance or intermediary between me and him, [and I would give him what he sought]. I told none of him, and matters abode thus

between us a long while, till he fell to borrowing ten at twenty dirhems [at a time], more or less..? ? ? ? ? Our loves are joined and cruelty at last is

done away; Ay, and the cup of love-delight 'twixt us doth circulate..? ? ? ? ? What is the pleasance of the world, except it be to see My lady's face,

to drink of wine and ditties still to hear?.? ? ? ? ? They left me and content forthright forsook my heart,.Accordingly, they all went in to the king

one day (and Abou Temam was present among them,) and mentioned the affair of the damsel, the king's daughter of the Turks, and enlarged upon

her charms, till the king's heart was taken with her and he said to them, 'We will send one to demand her in marriage for us; but who shall be our

messenger?' Quoth the viziers, 'There is none for this business but Abou Temam, by reason of his wit and good breeding;' and the king said,

'Indeed, even as ye say, none is fitting for this affair but he.' Then he turned to Abou Temam and said to him, 'Wilt thou not go with my message

and seek me [in marriage] the king's daughter of the Turks?' and he answered, 'Hearkening and obedience, O king.'.The Fourth Night of the

Month..Abbas (El) and the King's Daughter of Baghdad, iii. 53..? ? ? ? ? c. Hemmad the Bedouin's Story cxliv.So saying, she rose [and going] to a

chest, took out therefrom six bags full of gold and said to me, "This is what I took from Amin el Hukm's house. So, if thou wilt, restore it; else the

whole is lawfully thine; and if thou desire other than this, [thou shalt have it;] for I have wealth in plenty and I had no design in this but to marry

thee." Then she arose and opening [other] chests, brought out therefrom wealth galore and I said to her, "O my sister, I have no desire for all this,

nor do I covet aught but to be quit of that wherein I am." Quoth she, "I came not forth of the [Cadi's] house without [making provision for] thine

acquittance.".Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun el Hakim bi Amrillah, The Merchant of Cairo and the, iii. 171..? ? ? ? ? And troubles, too, forsook
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us, who tears like dragons' blood, O lordings, for your absence had wept at every pore..Appointed Term, Of the, i. 147..? ? ? ? ? Haste not to that

thou dost desire, for haste is still unblest; Be merciful to men, as thou on mercy reckonest;.? ? ? ? ? If, in his own land, midst his folk, abjection and

despite Afflict a man, then exile sure were better for the wight..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab. Story of the King's Son and the Ogress xv.After three days, the

old woman came to him and bringing him the [thousand dinars, the] price of the stuffs, demanded the casket. (122) When he saw her, he laid hold

of her and carried her to the prefect of the city; and when she came before the Cadi, he said to her, "O Sataness, did not thy first deed suffice thee,

but thou must come a second time?" Quoth she, "I am of those who seek their salvation (123) in the cities, and we foregather every month; and

yesterday we foregathered." "Canst thou [bring me to] lay hold of them?" asked the prefect; and she answered, "Yes; but, if thou wait till

to-morrow, they will have dispersed. So I will deliver them to thee to-night." Quoth he to her, "Go;" and she said, "Send with me one who shall go

with me to them and obey me in that which I shall say to him, and all that I bid him he shall give ear unto and obey me therein." So he gave her a

company of men and she took them and bringing them to a certain door, said to them, "Stand at this door, and whoso cometh out to you, lay hands

on him; and I will come out to you last of all." "Hearkening and obedience," answered they and stood at the door, whilst the old woman went in.

They waited a long while, even as the Sultan's deputy had bidden them, but none came out to them and their standing was prolonged. When they

were weary of waiting, they went up to the door and smote upon it heavily and violently, so that they came nigh to break the lock. Then one of

them entered and was absent a long while, but found nought; so he returned to his comrades and said to them,"This is the door of a passage, leading

to such a street; and indeed she laughed at you and left you and went away."When they heard his words, they returned to the Amir and acquainted

him with the case, whereby he knew that the old woman was a crafty trickstress and that she had laughed at them and cozened them and put a cheat

on them, to save herself. Consider, then, the cunning of this woman and that which she contrived of wiles, for all her lack of foresight in presenting

herself [a second time] to the draper and not apprehending that his conduct was but a trick; yet, when she found herself in danger, she straightway

devised a shift for her deliverance.'.After that I tarried till three days had elapsed, when 1 went to the bath and changing my clothes, betook myself

to her house, but found the door locked and covered with dust. So I questioned the neighbours of her and they said, "This house hath been empty

these many days; but three days agone there came a woman with an ass, and yesternight, at eventide, she took her gear and went away." So I turned

back, confounded in my wit, and every day [after this, for many a day,] I inquired of the inhabitants [of the street] concerning her, but could light

on no tidings of her. And indeed I marvelled at the eloquence of her tongue and [the readiness of] her speech; and this is the most extraordinary of

that which hath betided me.'.Journeyman and the Girl, The, ii. 17.
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