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THE BUDDHA AT MY TABLE HOW I FOUND PEACE IN BETRAYAL AND DIVORCE
The party of Terrans and Chironians moved on and left the audience to the explosive tirade that followed. "Those were hardly more than children,"
Eve Verritty murmured..television news, the residents proved more cautious than curious. No one ventured outside to discover.Hope, however, isn't
all that's needed to achieve change. Hope is a hand extended, but two hands are."Where do you get this stuff?"."Better late than never, I suppose,"
another commented, glancing at the painter, who was still there. The painter nodded but didn't reply.."But doesn't this kind of thing upset the kids
when it happens?" Hanlon had asked uneasily.."With who?".Micky had figured to let the girl wind down, hut the longer that Leilani circled the
subject of her brother's.It was the right thing to do. She collected her wits quickly, shouldered the roll at an angle across the hack of her neck, and
followed him into the lounge. Colman went ahead to stand peering through tile doorway from one side while soldiers came and went in
bewildering confusion and then he motioned her out suddenly. In a strangely dreamlike way she found herself being conveyed down. the stairway
between two soldiers who were keeping up a steady exchange about something not being large enough and a typical screw-up somewhere, and then
she was outside and crossing the rear parking area toward a personnel carrier standing a short distance back behind some other vehicles. Suddenly,
without really remembering getting in, she was sitting in the cabin, ~figures materialized swiftly and silently from the darkness and jumped in after
her. The last of them closed the door, the engine started, and she felt herself being lifted. Only then did she start shaking..engaging in dangerous
exploits and heroic deeds.."Thank you, sir." It was obviously a softener. Bernard kept his face expressionless and wondered what was coming
next..thee with a work of art fair suitable for the galleries of Eden.".Providing for Laura was the reason that he worked, the reason that he lived in a
low-rent apartment,.CHAPTER TWENTY.Sitting on the edge of the bed once more, Curtis extracts the wadded currency from the pockets of
his.Noah's feet felt as heavily iron-shod as Rickster's appeared to be, but he tried not to shuffle the rest of."What about when he was screwing the
country?".KATH STOPPED TALKING and leaned away to pour a drink from the carafe of wine on the night table by the bed, and Colman lay
back in the softness of the pillows to gaze contentedly round the room while he savored a warm, pleasant feeling of relaxation that he had not
known for some time. It was a cosy, cheerfully feminine room, with lots of coverlets and satiny drapes, fluffy rugs, pastel colon, and homey
knickknacks arranged on the shelves and ledges. In many ways it reminded him of Veronica's apartment in the Baltimore module. On the wall
opposite was a photograph of two laughing, roguish-looking boys of about twelve, whom despite their years he recognized easily as Casey and
Adam, and scattered about were more pictures which he assumed were of the rest of Kath's family. The one in a frame on the vanity resembled
Adam. though not Casey so much, and was of a dark-haired, bearded man of about Colman's age. It had to be Leon, he guessed, though he had felt
it better not to ask, more because of the restraints of his own culture than from any fear of disturbing Kath. The painting of a twentieth-century New
England farm scene-given to her by one of her friends, Kath had said when he remarked on it-interested him. Since arriving on Chiron he had seen
many such reminders of ways of life on Earth that nobody from Chiron had known. On asking about them, he had learned that a feeling of
nostalgia for the planet that held their origins, known only second-hand via machines, was far from uncommon among the Chironians..Veronica
had to bite her lip .to suppress the beginnings of a giggle,. "A Chironian.".reason to worry about losing her apple pie.."So why bother?" Jay asked.
"What's it to you if somebody else's house needs painting or not?".Colman understood now what the Chironians had been trying to say all
along..perhaps not quite able to recall where they left their rig. They remain silent, us though listening for the.Shot dinnerware explodes in noisy
disharmonious chords; bullet-plucked metal racks produce jarring."Amazing," the robot replied in a neutral voice..rodeos. Smooth inlays, cold to
the touch, must be worked silver, turquoise, carnelian, malachite, onyx..shame arose from the fact that she had spilled her guts this evening.
Spilled, gushed, spewed. She'd told.Waiters slipped off his jacket and hung it in the closet by the door after taking a book from the inside pocket.
Fallows frowned but made no comment.."You know, walking around the park in a costume, having your photo taken with people. I wanted to be.If
Preston Maddoc, alias Dr. Doom, was at home, his disinterest in his wife's extreme distress couldn't.What a sad little crippled girl she is, with her
little twisted leg and her little gnarled hand. This evening, she.Leilani wore khaki shorts. Her right leg was fine, but in the cradle of steel and
padding, her left leg.obtain aspirin, but ice-cold Dos Equis would be available.."What's your pseudofather's real name?" Geneva asked..Hurry, he
urges the men, as if by willpower alone he can move them. Hurry..A Tenure of Landholdings Act was passed, declaring that all property rights
were transferred to the civil administration and that legally recognized deeds of title for existing and prospective holdings could be purchased at
market rates for Terrans and in exchange for nominal fees for officially registered Chironian residents, a concession which was felt essential for
palatability. Employment by Terran enterprises would enable the Chironians to earn the currency to pay for the deeds to their homes that the
government now said it owned and was willing to sell back to them, but they had grounds for gratitude-it was said- in being exempt from paying
the prices that newly arrived Terrans would have to raise mortgages to meet. At the same time, under an Aliens Admissions Act, Chironians from
outside would be allowed entry to Phoenix only upon acquiring visas restricting their commercial activities to paying jobs or approved
currency-based transactions, for which permits would be issued, or for noncommercial social purposes. Thus the Chironians living in or entering
Phoenix would cease, in effect, to be Chironians, and the problem would be solved..dreadfulness would not merely have embarrassed Aunt
Geneva; it would have shocked and appalled her..This time, the pacifist didn't smile. "Guess I should have said do the smart thing.".guy who
robbed your store?".the situation, ready to strike again.."On what I'm doing." The Chironian looked apologetic. "I could talk to him about the
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marine biology on the east coast of Artemia, putting roofs on houses, or Fermat's theorems of number theory," he offered. "Do you think he might
be interested in anything like that?".The first that Colman and his companions had heard was a shot from downstairs, followed by startled shouts
and some crashing sounds, and then another shot. By the time they ran into the cellar bar, just seconds later, Wilson was already dead from a shot
between the eyes and Ramelly was on the floor with blood gushing from his leg. Padawski and the others were standing uncertainly by the bar,
covered by a .38 automatic that one of the young Chironian women was holding. Several other weapons had appeared around the room. A few
tense seconds had gone by before Padawski conceded that he had no option but to capitulate, and the SDs had arrived with commendable speed
shortly thereafter..Two stools away from Curtis, a grizzled trucker looks up from a plate piled with chicken and waffles..Paul Lechat raised the
Separatism issue again and looked for a while as if he would carry a majority as commercial lobbyists defected from the Kalens camp. But the
timing of the moment was not in Lechat's favor, and Borftein torpedoed the motion fresh off the launching ramp. with a scathing depiction of them
all allowing themselves to be chased off across the planet like beggars from somebody's back door. Ramisson, who had been heading the
movement for unobstructed integration into the Chironian system, lodged a plea for restraint, but it was obvious that he knew the mood was against
him and he was speaking more to satisfy the expectations of his followers than from any conviction that he might influence anything. The assembly
listened dutifully and took no notice..The second went off shortly afterward near the main gate of the Army barracks. No one was killed, but two
sentries were injured, neither of them seriously..door to let her enter.."It wasn't like that at all," she said. "Although, I suppose. I shouldn't really say
too much since I've had nothing to compare it with. But it was"-she shrugged- "warm, friendly.., with lots of fun and always plenty of interesting
things to find out about. I certainly don't miss not having had my head filled with some of the things a lot of Terran children seem to spend their
lives trying to untangle themselves from. We got to know and respect each other for what we were good at, and different people became accepted
as the leaders for different things. No one person could be an expert in everything, so the notion of a permanent, absolute 'boss,' or whatever you'd
call it, never took hold.".disappoint me. I thought you were a good boy, a nice boy, not a smart aleck."."As ever," Kath told him and smiled. "And
yours, Lurch?".The FBI doesn't as a matter of habit open negotiations with gunplay, which means the cowboys must.This may sound crazy, but I
never really met her before tonight."."But there is no specifically defined right for the Director to extend that privilege to his successor," Fulmire
replied. "You cannot attempt to extract any form of assurance from me concerning the possible resolution of such a question. My presuming the
right to give any such assurance would be highly illegal, as would be any consequential actions that you might take. I repeat, I have no more to
say.".Ahead of them, Jarvis had positioned soldiers to cover all of the tunnel mouths, with the strongest force- concentrated around the outlet from
the feeder ramps along which.Old Yeller looks up from the shoe, juice dripping off her chin..He hummed softly to himself and sauntered along the
hallway to look into the room that Jay had picked for himself. Jay's cases and boxes were still lying in an untidy pile that stretched along one wall
beneath a litter of books, charts, tools, and a heap of mirrors and optical components scrounged from Jerry Pernak a month or so previously for a
holographic microscope that Jay said he was going to make. The carcass of a stripped-down industrial process control computer was lying on the
floor by the bed, along with more boxes, an Army battle helmet and ammunition belt--both souvenirs of Jay's mandatory cadet, training on the
Mayflower II and assorted junk from a medium-duty fluid clutch assembly, the intended purpose of which was a complete mystery, Jay himself
had disappeared early on to go off exploring. Bernard shrugged to himself. If Jay wonted to leave the work until the end of the day when he would
be tired, that was his business..agents, and probably various other authorities, are already establishing roadblocks on the interstate both.If the
Bureau knows what those two cowboys are up to, and if it understands how many others are."Make for the bridge and wait there," Colman told her.
"I'll send one of the guys into Franklin with a message for Kath and have her arrange for Casey or someone to be there. SD patrols could be
prowling around, or anything. Best not to risk it." Veronica nodded her assent.."Your bones get soft.".one would come here in search of love or
chivalrous adventure..her cheeks. She kept her fork in motion throughout this silent salty storm, loath to acknowledge what was.sure it wasn't a
Martha Stewart recipe.".consisting of the words "Bantam Books" and the portrayal of a rooster, is Registered in U.S. Patent and.candles..Warped
Masonite, cracked plastic glides, and a corroded track conspired to prevent her from sliding.whole-of-limb, hard-bodied, martial arts wunderkind.
The Klonk way wasn't the way of the Ninja. The."Dr. Doom isn't his real name, of course. It's what I call him behind his back. Sometimes at
dinner, he."It hasn't started to respond yet," Stormbel said, sounding relieved for the first time in hours. "Perhaps we took them by surprise after
all." He glanced at the numbers appearing on a display of orbit and course projections, "In any case, it can't touch us now.".another blacktop
parking lot, which is only half as well lighted as those he's seen previously.."My pseudofather. Late that afternoon, he parked the motor home in a
roadside lay-by. Not a.1. Physically handicapped children?Fiction..Raising his face out of its concave image, snorting sand out of his nostrils,
blowing a silicate frosting off.His confidence is restored.."They could dock shuttles at the ports in the Battle Module and come through the
Spindle," someone pointed out..operation like this in the Utah boondocks as easily as in Manhattan?although not with a mere.and the plaque of dust
gritting between his teeth could not have been more vile. He is unable to work up.when she tried to swallow it, the thick cry resurged, although not
as a sob anymore, but as a snarl..night-smothered valleys, out of the trees into a broad planted field, the motherless boy hurries. He
follows.Leilani..can least afford to do so..As Leon spoke, Colman looked curiously at Kath to see if he could detect any reaction, but the remained
impassive.."It's not subject to finite arithmetic," Pernak agreed. "But why does it have to be? Our ideas of currency are based on its being backed by
a finite standard because that's all we've ever known. The gold-standard behind the Chironians' currency is the power of their minds, which they
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consider to be an infinite resource. Therefore they do their accounting with a calculus of infinities. You take something from infinity, and you've
still got infinity left." He shrugged. "It's consistent. I know it sounds crazy to us, but it fits with the way they think".those places she goes.".As if
there's already something of the dog's heart twined with his own, the boy finds his mouth filled with."At least I didn't catch you playing with
yourself. Let's get out of here.".than you, Curtis, just you remember what I'm going to tell you." She leans across the counter as far as her."Great
idea," Colman said and stood up. Anita let her hand slide down his arm to retain a light grip on his little finger. The others drank up, rose one by
one, nodded good night to Sam the proprietor, and began moving toward the door in a loose gaggle.."Relax." Micky switched on the light above the
sink. "I can handle it."."It has to. You can't love others until you love yourself. I was sixteen when I joined the Circle, seven.Outside: a
shriek..memories and long-kept traditions in addition to his prize of flesh.."SO you're happy you can handle it," Bernard said..For a moment
Driscoll thought the machine had read his mind. He blinked in surprise, then realized it was impossible--just a coincidence. "How can I?" he said.
'I've.follows, pulling the door shut behind them, staying low to avoid being seen through the windshield..gong of sheer fantasy..proportions. The
open doors revealed a large TV screen..I?ll take good care of you, he promises..Then Leilani would be alone with Dr. Doom..to dart beneath the
surface of their conversation, though it eluded her net..and penitence?"."Aw, I wasn't watching it." Jay waved vaguely with the book and returned it
to its shelf. "Usual stuff.".looked back just as a pulse of icy light filled that open doorway. The flash from a camera. The snake.bunker or high
redoubt he's kept, regardless of how many heavily armed bodyguards are assigned to.than Micky's had been, only different. Hardship strengthens
those it doesn't break, and already, at nine,.The killers had been even closer on his trail than he'd feared. What he sensed, stepping into that
upstairs.Colman shrugged. "I don't know. I guess there didn't seem much risk of making any worse a mess of things than J had already."."And we
like you, sweetheart," Geneva assured her..In the forty-nine years since, Franklin had grown to become a sizable town, in and around which the
greater part of the Chironian population was still concentrated. Other settlements had also appeared, most of them along the Medichironian or not
far away from it..The Chironians and Colman disappeared up the steel railed stairway, talking about differential transducers and inductive
compensators, and Shirley and Ci went on their way after Wellington reminded them that they had less than fifteen minutes to board the shuttle for
Franklin. Driscoll and Sirocco remained with Wellington in the corridor.."None of your goddamn business."."No offense intended.".camera you
left on the front seat.".over him, and keeping your own name secret gives you more power still.".temporary emotional paralysis. All her life, until
now, Geneva Davis had always found exactly the right."A highly efficient directional microphone was synchronized with the camera," Noah
explained. "We've.Merrick's pained expression deepened Into a frown, "Tch tch, that's inexcusable. How unfortunate. Let me see now-I can't
remember exactly when it was but you were on duty. That was why I couldn't include you at the time." That was an outright lie; Bernard had been
there on his day off, with Jay. "But anyway, we can soon put that straight. You'll find the place fascinating. A woman runs most of the primary
process- a remarkable lady- I can promise you some interesting company as well as interesting surroundings. What I'd like you to do is arrange
something with Hoskins for as soon as possible. I'm afraid I'll be tied up for the next couple of days.".Her heart still sent thunder rolling through
her, and the storm of humiliation hadn't yet passed..them, although these machines aren't smart enough to withhold their heat when your hands are
dry..An SD major with a smoke-blackened face and one of his sleeves? covered in blood emerged unsteadily from the tunnel mouth; immediately
behind him were four more SD's looking disheveled and one of them also bloodstained around the head. Lesley and the others came out from cover
as Jarvis and a couple of his men went forward to escort the five back..Pernak and Jean looked at each other, puzzled. Bernard stared obediently at
the picture for a few seconds, then looked at Jay. "It looks like a nicely done painting of mountains," he said. "Is this supposed to have something to
do with what we're talking about?'.. but then diminishes and fades entirely away.."I wish I'd heard them back when I could've helped you." "That
was all a long time ago, Aunt Gen.".way and places a hand on his chest. "Whoa there, son, what's the' matter, where you going?"."That's what you
want, isn't it," Jean said with a hint of accusation in her voice. "You'd like us to be the way they are. But have you really thought about what that
would mean? No standards, no order to anything, no morality. . . I mean, what kind of a way would that be for Jay and Marie to grow
up?'.Murmurs of surprise came from the screen. In the living room, the Chironians were staring at Celia in amazement. Celia met Veronica's look
of shocked disbelief and held her eye unwaveringly. Veronica closed her mouth tight, nodded in a way that said the admission didn't change
anything; she reached across to squeeze Celia's hand..A short silence fell while the meeting digested the observation. Kalens thought about the
fusion complex that Farnhill had learned about in his largely unproductive talks with an assortment of Chironians in Franklin. Kalens had sent
Farnhill off to learn what he could through more casual contact and conversation, after Borftein's sarcastic remark to the effect that the Army's
company of misfits seemed to be making better progress with the natives than the diplomats were managing. "Yes.. . I know what you mean,"
Kalens said, acknowledging Sterm with a motion of his head. "As a matter of fact, we have already begun inquiries along those lines." He turned
toward Farnhill. "Amery, tell us again about that place along the coast.".Thinking about plates and platters of plights and pickles, Noah risked an
even more inappropriate laugh.seems imminent, these tooth fetishists will try to gather up and dispose of their incriminating collection of.held fast
to the idea that this service to Laura might eventually redeem him. The hope of atonement was.On the Bridge of the Battle Module, Colonel
Oordsen turned his head from the screen that had just gone dead in front of him. On an adjacent screen, another SD officer 'was reporting from a
position farther back at a longitudinal bulkhead. "Negative at Number Two Aft," Oordsen said to Stenn, who was watching grim faced. "They'll be
through there in a matter of minutes.".Adam threw up his hands again. "The kids won't let me! They say it wouldn't be the same any other way.
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What can you do?'.great resources and urgency across the West. He's probably returning from a late dinner, with a thermos."Didn't you know you
were expendable?' Stanislau asked matter-of-factly.."Ghosts in your head," Bernard said. "Come on, Jerry, you're a scientist. Where's your
evidence? Since when have you started believing in things you don't have a shred of anything factual to support?".fiery glow of red neon. The boy
sets off in that direction..He smiled. "Lucky Mickey.".at the shuttle base. Orders have come down from the ship to move the Chironians ot4t and
seal off the whole place. Major Thorp's there with part of A company, and he's refusing to take SD orders. We've been ordered to send two
platoons. Sirocco wants Hanlon to go with them, and you to secure the block in case there's any shooting and it spreads here.".Colman grinned and
drank from the glass. "Not quite that bad. But some of them do have pretty funny ideas- or did have, anyway. A lot of people couldn't imagine that
kids brought up by machines could be anything else but . . . 'inhuman,' I guess you'd call it-cold, that kind of thing.".Jay began speaking earnestly
and in a low voice. "My father asked me to find you. It's urgent. One of the people the SDs are looking for is at the house. Sterm has arrested the
whole of Congress, and we're pretty sure he's going to issue an ultimatum with the Military. If they do the Chironians will take out the whole ship.
Pa wants to go with our guy and talk to Kath to see if they can do something, but they need help getting out of Phoenix.".Sirocco entered some
commands on the touchboard, and a second later a document appeared on the screen. Colman got up and came across to study it while Sirocco sat
back.Kalens had evidently been working on the details for some time. He recovered the support of the commercial lobby by proposing that
Chironian "nursery-school economics" be excluded from the enclave, and won the professional interests over with a plan to tie all exchanges of
goods and services conducted within the boundary to a special issue of currency to be underwritten by the Mayflower II's bank. The Chironians
who lived and worked inside the prescribed limits would be free to come and go and to remain resident if they desired, provided that they recognize
and observe Terran law. If they did not, they would be subject to the same enforcement as anyone else. If its integrity was threatened by disruptive
external influences, the enclave would be defended as national territory.."I'm glad I wasn't alive then," Marie said from behind him. "I can't imagine
whole cities burning. It must have been horrible.".Now, at seven o'clock, the summer-evening sun was red-gold and still so fierce at the open
window that.pocket and held it in front where both of them could watch it, while Swyley deactivated his own~ A few seconds later, the faces of
Wellesley, Borftein, and Lechat appeared on the tiny screen. Colman closed his eyes for a moment and breathed a long, drawn-out sigh of relict
"They made it," he whispered. "They're all in there.".- out of the way. It was a communication from Leighton Merrick, the Assistant Deputy
Director of Engineering in the Mayflower II, routed for comment via Headquarters and Brigade. It advised that, due to an unexpectedly high rate of
promotions among junior technicians, Engineering was flow able to give "due reconsideration" to the request for transfer filed by Staff Sergeant
Colman. Would the Military please notify his current disposition? "Looks like they're running out of Indians," Sirocco remarked. "What do you
want me to say?"."Hi," the paunchy man greeted amiably. "I'm Clem. These are Carla and Hermann, and Francine and Boris. The big guy here is
Cromwell, and the little lady up top is Amy. Well, I guess... welcome aboard." '.Tweaked by puzzlement, her classic features had a pixie charm.
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