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The Twenty-Third Night of the Month..So she arose and tearing her clothes, went in to the king, in the presence of the viziers, and cast herself upon

him, saying, "O king, falleth my shame not upon thee and fearest thou not reproach? Indeed, this is not of the behoof of kings that their jealousy

over their women should be thus [laggard]. Thou art heedless and all the folk of the realm prate of thee, men and women. So either slay him, that

the talk may be cut off, or slay me, if thy soul will not consent to his slaughter." Thereupon the king's wrath waxed hot and he said to her, "I have

no pleasure in his continuance [on life] and needs must I slay him this day. So return to thy house and comfort thy heart.".The king gave him leave

for this and the vizier betook himself to the queen and said to her, "I am come to thee, on account of a grave reproach, and I would have thee be

truthful with me in speech and tell me how came the youth into the sleeping-chamber." Quoth she, "I have no knowledge whatsoever [of it]" and

swore to him a solemn oath thereof, whereby he knew that she had no knowledge of the matter and that she was not at fault and said to her, "I will

teach thee a device, where- with thou mayst acquit thyself and thy face be whitened before the king." "What is it?" asked she; and he answered,

saying, "When the king calleth for thee and questioneth thee of this, say thou to him, 'Yonder youth saw me in the privy-chamber and sent me a

message, saying, "I will give thee a hundred jewels, to whose price money may not avail, so thou wilt suffer me to foregather with thee." I laughed

at him who bespoke me with these words and rebuffed him; but he sent again to me, saying, "An thou fall not in with my wishes, I will come one of

the nights, drunken, and enter and lie down in the sleeping-chamber, and the king will see me and kill me; so wilt thou be put to shame and thy face

will be blackened with him and thine honour abased."' Be this thy saying to the king, and I will presently go to him and repeat this to him." Quoth

the queen, "And I also will say thus.".Now this island is under the Equinoctial line; its night is still twelve hours and its day the like. Its length is

fourscore parasangs and its breadth thirty, and it is a great island, stretching between a lofty mountain and a deep valley. This mountain is visible at

a distance of three days' journey and therein are various kinds of jacinths and other precious stones and metals of all kinds and all manner

spice-trees, and its soil is of emery, wherewith jewels are wrought. In its streams are diamonds, and pearls are in its rivers. (208) I ascended to its

summit and diverted myself by viewing all the marvels therein, which are such as beggar description; after which I returned to the king and sought

of him permission to return to my own country. He gave me leave, after great pressure, and bestowed on me abundant largesse from his treasuries.

Moreover, he gave me a present and a sealed letter and said to me, 'Carry this to the Khalif Haroun er Reshid and salute him for us with abundant

salutation.' And I said, 'I hear and obey.'.? ? ? ? ? I wonder, shall I and the friend who's far from me Once more be granted of Fate to meet, we

twain!.Daughters, The Two Kings and the Vizier's, iii. 145..? ? ? ? ? Would God thou knewest that for love of thee which I endure! It hath indeed

brought down on me estrangement and dismay..Fortune, Of the Uselessness of Endeavour against Persistent Ill, i. 70..Meanwhile, the youth her

master abode expecting her; but she returned not and his heart forbode him of the draught [of separation]; so he went forth at hazard, distraught and

knowing not what he should do, and fell to strewing dust upon his head and crying out, 'The old woman hath taken her and gone away!' The boys

followed him with stones and pelted him, saying, 'A madman! A madman!' Presently, the king's chamberlain, who was a man of age and worth,

met him, and when he saw his youth, he forbade the boys and drove there away from him, after which he accosted him and questioned him of his

case. So he told him how it was with him and the chamberlain said to him, 'Fear not: all shall yet be well with thee. I will deliver thy slave-girl for

thee: so calm thy trouble.' And he went on to speak him fair and comfort him, till he put faith in his speech..? ? ? ? ? O Amir of justice, be kind to

thy subjects; For justice, indeed, of thy nature's a trait..? ? ? ? ? Unto its pristine lustre your land returned and more, Whenas ye came, dispelling the

gloom that whiles it wore..31. The Scavenger and the Noble Lady of Baghdad cclxxxii.70. Aboulaswed and his squinting Slave-girl ccclxxxvii.? ?

? ? ? Thine honour, therefore, guard and eke thy secret keep, Nor save to one free-born and true thy case confess..?A MERRY JEST OF A

THIEF..? ? ? ? ? l. The Foolish Fisherman . dcxxvi.When the king heard this story, he said in himself, "Verily, had I given ear to the sayings of my

courtiers and inclined to the idle prate [of those who counselled me] in the matter of [the slaying of] my vizier, I had repented to the utterest of

repentance, but praised be God, who hath disposed me to mansuetude and long-suffering and hath endowed me with patience!" Then he turned to

the vizier and bade him return to his dwelling and [dismissed] those who were present, as of wont..Reshid (Haroun er) and the Woman of the

Barmecides, i. 57..And the king bade him depart to his own house..? ? ? ? ? Though they their journey's goal, alas I have hidden, in their track Still

will I follow on until the very planets wane..Then will he say to thee, 'Then thou art an ape-leader of the tribe of the mountebanks?' And do thou

reply, 'I may in nowise deny my origin, for the sake of thy daughter and in her honour.' The Cadi will say, 'It may not be that thou shalt be given the

daughter of a sheikh who sitteth upon the carpet of the Law and whose descent is traceable by genealogy to the loins of the Apostle of God, (267)

nor is it seemly that his daughter be in the power of a man who is an ape-dancer, a minstrel.' And do thou rejoin, 'Nay, O Effendi, she is my lawful

wife and every hair of her is worth a thousand lives, and I will not let her go, though I be given the kingship of the world.' Then be thou persuaded

to speak the word of divorce and so shall the marriage be dissolved and ye be delivered from each other.".When the king heard this, his anger

subsided and he said, "Carry him back to prison till to-morrow, to we may look into his affair.".Some months after this, I met him again under

arrest, in the midst of the guards and officers of the police, and he said to them, "Seize yonder man." So they laid hands on me and carried me to the

chief of the police, who said, "What hast thou to do with this fellow?" The thief turned to me and looking a long while in my face, said, "Who took

this man?" Quoth the officers, "Thou badest us take him; so we took him." And he said, "I seek refuge with God! I know not this man, nor knoweth
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he me; and I said not that to you but of a man other than this." So they released me, and awhile afterward the thief met me in the street and saluted

me, saying, "O my lord, fright for fright! Hadst thou taken aught from me, thou hadst had a part in the calamity." (146) And I said to him, "God

[judge] between thee and me!" And this is what I have to tell'.?OF THE ILL EFFECTS OF PRECIPITATION..? ? ? ? ? No sin is there in drinking

of wine, for it affords All that's foretold (117) of union and love and happy cheer..It befell one day that the king's son came to me, after his father

had withdrawn, and said to me, "Harkye, Ibn Nafil" "At thy service, O my lord," answered I; and he said, "I would have thee tell me an

extraordinary story and a rare matter, that thou hast never related either to me or to my father Jemhour." "O my lord," rejoined I, "what story is this

that thou desirest of me and of what kind shall it be of the kinds?" Quoth he, "It matters little what it is, so it be a goodly story, whether it befell of

old days or in these times." "O my lord," said I, "I know many stories of various kinds; so whether of the kinds preferrest thou, and wilt thou have a

story of mankind or of the Jinn?" "It is well," answered he; "if thou have seen aught with thine eyes and heard it with thine ears, [tell it me."Then he

bethought himself] and said to me, "I conjure thee by my life, tell me a story of the stories of the Jinn and that which thou hast heard and seen of

them!" "O my son," replied I, "indeed thou conjurest [me] by a mighty conjuration; so [hearken and thou shalt] hear the goodliest of stories, ay, and

the most extraordinary of them and the pleasantest and rarest." Quoth the prince, "Say on, for I am attentive to thy speech." And I said, "Know,

then, O my son, that.? ? ? ? ? The dwellings, indeed, one and all, I adorned, Bewildered and dazed with delight at your view;.When it was the time

of the evening meal, the king repaired to the sitting-chamber and summoning the vizier, sought of him the story he had promised him; and the

vizier said, "They avouch, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? f. The Unjust King and the Pilgrim Prince dcxii.Now the king had a brother, whom he had

imprisoned in that pit of old time, and he had died [there]; but the folk of the realm thought that he was alive, and when his [supposed]

imprisonment grew long, the king's officers used to talk of this and of the tyranny of the king, and the report spread abroad that the king was a

tyrant, wherefore they fell upon him one day and slew him. Then they sought the well and brought out Abou Sabir therefrom, deeming him the

king's brother, for that he was the nearest of folk to him [in favour] and the likest, and he had been long in the prison. So they doubted not but that

he was the prince in question and said to him, 'Reign thou in thy brother's room, for we have slain him and thou art king in his stead.' But Abou

Sabir was silent and spoke not a word; and he knew that this was the issue of his patience. Then he arose and sitting down on the king's throne,

donned the royal raiment and discovered justice and equity and the affairs [of the realm] prospered [in his hand]; wherefore the folk obeyed him

and the people inclined to him and many were his troops..When the morning morrowed, the king went forth and sitting down on the throne of the

kingship, summoned the grandees of his empire; whereupon the chamberlains and deputies and captains of the host went in to him and kissed the

earth before him. He distinguished the vizier with his especial favour and bestowed on him a dress of honour and entreated him with the utmost

kindness, after which he set forth briefly to his chief officers that which had betided him with Shehrzad and how he had turned from that his former

usance and repented him of what he had done aforetime and purposed to take the vizier's daughter Shehrzad to wife and let draw up the contract of

marriage with her..When King Shehriyar heard this story, he came to himself and awaking from his drunkenness, (164) said, "By Allah, this story

is my story and this case is my case, for that indeed I was in wrath (165) and [danger of] punishment till thou turnedst me back from this into the

right way, extolled be the perfection of the Causer of causes and the Liberator of necks! Indeed, O Shehrzad," continued he, "thou hast awakened

me unto many things and hast aroused me from mine ignorance.".Actions, Of the Issues of Good and Evil, i. 103..167. Kemerezzeman and the

Jeweller's Wife dcccclxiii.? ? ? ? ? To Baghdad upon a matter of all moment do I fare, For the love of one whose beauties have my reason led

astray..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ec. Story of the Barber's Third Brother xxxii.Ramazan in my life ne'er I fasted, nor e'er, i. 49..Cairo (The Merchant of) and

the Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun El Hakim bi Amrillah, iii. 171..When the evening evened, the king summoned the vizier, and when he

presented himself, he required of him the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O august king, that.? ? ? ? ? How many,

in Yemameh, (64) dishevelled widows plain! How many a weakling orphan unsuccoured doth remain,.?THE SECOND OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ?

? ? And when my feet trod earth, "Art slain, that we should fear," Quoth they, "or live, that we may hope again thy sight?".His love on him took

pity and wept for his dismay, ii. 210..? ? ? ? ? By Allah, O thou that chid'st my heart concerning my sister's love, Leave chiding and rather bemoan

my case and help me to my will..? ? ? ? ? Think not, my lords, that I forget: the case is still the same. When such a fever fills the heart, what leach

can make it whole?.? ? ? ? ? d. The Crow and the Serpent dcccciii.Chamberlain's Wife, The King and his, ii. 53..When she had made an end of her

song, she threw the lute from her hand and wept, whilst the old man wept for her weeping. Then she fell down in a swoon and presently coming to

herself, filled the cup and drinking it off, gave the old man to drink, after which she took the lute and breaking out into song, chanted the following

verses:.8. Ghanim ben Eyoub the Slave of Love xxxix.It is said that the most extraordinary of that which happened to Er Reshid was as follows:

His brother El Hadi, (153) when he succeeded to the Khalifate, enquired of a seal-ring of great price, that had belonged to his father El Mehdi,

(154) and it came to his knowledge that Er Reshid had taken it. So he required it of the latter, who refused to give it up, and El Hadi insisted upon

him, but he still denied the seal-ring of the Khalifate. Now this was on the bridge [over the Tigris], and he threw the ring into the river. When El

Hadi died and Er Reshid succeeded to the Khalifate, he came in person to that bridge, with a seal-ring of lead, which he threw into the river at the

same place, and bade the divers seek it. So they did [his bidding] and brought up the first ring, and this was reckoned [an omen] of Er Reshid's

good fortune and [a presage of] the continuance of his reign. (155).They tell that Haroun er Reshid was sitting one day to do away grievances,

when there came up to him a woman and said to him, "O Commander of the Faithful, may God accomplish thine affair and cause thee rejoice in
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that which He hath given thee and increase thee in elevation! Indeed, thou hast done justice (85) and wrought equitably." (86) Quoth the Khalif to

those who were present with him, "Know ye what this woman meaneth by her saying?" And they answered, "Of a surety, she meaneth not

otherwise than well, O Commander of the Faithful." "Nay," rejoined Haroun; "she purposeth only in this an imprecation against me. As for her

saying, 'God accomplish thine affair!' she hath taken it from the saying of the poet, 'When an affair is accomplished, its abatement (87) beginneth.

Beware of cessation, whenas it is said, "It is accomplished."' As for her saying 'God cause thee rejoice in that which He hath given thee,' she took it

from the saying of God the Most High, 'Till, whenas they rejoiced in that which they were given, we took them suddenly and lo, they were

confounded!' (88) As for her saying, 'God increase thee in elevation!' she took it from the saying of the poet, 'No bird flieth and riseth up on high,

but, like as he flieth, he falleth.' And as for her saying, 'Indeed, thou hast done justice and wrought equitably,' it is from the saying of the Most

High, '[If ye deviate (89) or lag behind or turn aside, verily, God of that which ye do is aware;' (90) and] 'As for the transgressors,' (91) they are fuel

for hell[-fire]." (92).31. The City of Lebtait dxxxii.All this time, the young Damascene was hearkening, and whiles he likened her voice to that of

his slave-girl and whiles he put away from him this thought, and the damsel had no whit of knowledge of him. Then she broke out again into song

and chanted the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? When from your land the breeze I scent that cometh, as I were A reveller bemused with wine, to lose my

wits I'm fain..? ? ? ? ? d. The Tailor's Story xxix.There was once in a certain city a woman fair of favour, who had to lover a trooper. Her husband

was a fuller, and when he went out to his business, the trooper used to come to her and abide with her till the time of the fuller's return, when he

would go away. On this wise they abode awhile, till one day the trooper said to his mistress, 'I mean to take me a house near unto thine and dig an

underground passage from my house to thy house, and do thou say to thy husband, "My sister hath been absent with her husband and now they

have returned from their travels; and I have made her take up her sojourn in my neighbourhood, so I may foregather with her at all times. So go

thou to her husband the trooper and offer him thy wares [for sale], and thou wilt see my sister with him and wilt see that she is I and I am she,

without doubt. So, Allah, Allah, go to my sister's husband and give ear to that which he shall say to thee."'.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Voyage of Sindbad

the Sailor cclv.Son, The Rich Man and his Wasteful, i. 252..Now the king was seated at the lattice, hearkening to their talk, and Abou Sabir's words

angered him; so he bade bring him before him and they brought him forthright. Now there was in the king's palace an underground dungeon and

therein a vast deep pit, into which the king caused cast Abou Sabir, saying to him, 'O lackwit, now shall we see how thou wilt come forth of the pit

to the throne of the kingdom.' Then he used to come and stand at the mouth of the pit and say, 'O lackwit, O Abou Sabir, I see thee not come forth

of the pit and sit down on the king's throne!' And he assigned him each day two cakes of bread, whilst Abou Sabir held his peace and spoke not, but

bore with patience that which betided him..Now a party of the troops had banded themselves together for Belehwan; so they sent to him and

bringing him privily, went in to the little Melik Shah and seized him and seated his uncle Belehwan on the throne of the kingship. Then they

proclaimed him king and did homage to him all, saying, 'Verily, we desire thee and deliver to thee the throne of the kingship; but we wish of thee

that thou slay not thy brother's son, for that on our consciences are the oaths we swore to his father and grandfather and the covenants we made

with them.' So Belehwan granted them this and imprisoned the boy in an underground dungeon and straitened him. Presently, the heavy news

reached his mother and this was grievous to her; but she could not speak and committed her affair to God the Most High, daring not name this to

King Caesar her husband, lest she should make her uncle King Suleiman Shah a liar..Now there was with him a youth and he said, "By Allah, I was

not with him and indeed it is six months since I entered the city, nor did I set eyes on the stuffs until they were brought hither." Quoth we, "Show

us the stuffs." So he carried us to a place wherein was a pit, beside the water-wheel, and digging there, brought out the stolen goods, with not a

stitch of them missing. So we took them and carried the keeper to the prefecture, where we stripped him and beat him with palm-rods till he

confessed to thefts galore. Now I did this by way of mockery against my comrades, and it succeeded.' (142).'Hearkening and obedience,' answered

El Ased and flew till he came to the Crescent Mountain, when he sought audience of Meimoun, who bade admit him. So he entered and kissing the

earth before him, gave him Queen Kemeriyeh's message, which when he heard he said to the Afrit, 'Return whence thou comest and say to thy

mistress, "Be silent and thou wilt do wisely." Else will I come and seize upon her and make her serve Tuhfeh; and if the kings of the Jinn assemble

together against me and I be overcome of them, I will not leave her to scent the wind of this world and she shall be neither mine nor theirs, for that

she is presently my soul (243) from between my ribs; and how shall any part with his soul?' When the Afrit heard Meimoun's words, he said to

him, 'By Allah, O Meimoun, thou hast lost thy wits, that thou speakest these words of my mistress, and thou one of her servants!' Whereupon

Meimoun cried out and said to him, 'Out on thee, O dog of the Jinn! Wilt thou bespeak the like of me with these words?' Then, he bade those who

were about him smite El Ased, but he took flight and soaring into the air, betook himself to his mistress and told her that which had passed; and she

said, 'Thou hast done well, O cavalier.'.Now there was in his neighbourhood a poor man, who had a slave-girl of surpassing beauty and loveliness,

and the youth became enamoured of her and suffered grief and concern for the love of her and her loveliness, so that he was like to perish for

passion; and she also loved him with a love yet greater than his love for her. So she called an old woman who used to visit her and acquainted her

with her case, saying, 'An I foregather not with him, I shall die.' The old woman promised her that she would do her endeavour to bring her to her

desire; so she veiled herself and repairing to the young man, saluted him and acquainted him with the girl's case, saying, 'Her master is a covetous

man; so do thou invite him [to thy lodging] and tempt him with money, and he will sell thee the damsel.'.When the vizier was ware that she was

Arwa and heard her speech, he knew that it behoved him not to lie and that nought would avail him but truth-speaking; so he bowed [his head] to
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the ground and wept and said, 'Whoso doth evil, needs must he abide it, though his day be prolonged. By Allah, I am he who hath sinned and

transgressed, and nought prompted me unto this but fear and overmastering desire and the affliction written upon my forehead; (118) and indeed

this woman is pure and chaste and free from all fault.' When King Dadbin heard this, he buffeted his face and said to his vizier, 'God slay thee! It is

thou that hast parted me and my wife and wronged me!' But Kisra the king said to him, 'God shall surely slay thee, for that thou hastenedst and

lookedst not into thine affair and knewest not the guilty from the guiltless. Hadst thou wrought deliberately, the false had been made manifest to

thee from the true; so where was thy judgment and thy sight?".? ? ? ? ? n. The Man whose Caution was the Cause of his Death dcccciii.Sharpers,

The Money-Changer and the Ass, The, ii. 41..20. Haroun er Reshid and the three Poets ccccxxxii.Learned Man, Khelbes and his Wife and the, i.

301..Then she sent to acquaint her father with this; whereupon the king called Abou Temam to him and said to him, 'Thou camest not but to see my

daughter. Why, then, hast thou not looked upon her?' Quoth Abou Temam, 'I saw everything.' And the king said, 'Why didst thou not take

somewhat of that which thou sawest of jewels and the like? For they were set for thee.' But he answered, 'It behoveth me not to put out my hand to

aught that is not mine.' When the king heard his speech, he gave him a sumptuous dress of honour and loved him exceedingly and said to him,

'Come, look at this pit.' So Abou Temam went up [to the mouth of the pit] and looked, and behold, it was full of heads of men; and the king said to

him, 'These are the heads of ambassadors, whom I slew, for that I saw them without loyalty to their masters, and I was used, whenas I saw an

ambassador without breeding, (123) to say, "He who sent him is less of breeding than he, for that the messenger is the tongue of him who sendeth

him and his breeding is of his master's breeding; and whoso is on this wise, it befitteth not that he be akin to me." (124) So, because of this, I used

to put the messengers to death; but, as for thee, thou hast overcome us and won my daughter, of the excellence of thy breeding; so be of good heart,

for she is thy master's.' Then he sent him back to king Ilan Shah with presents and rarities and a letter, saying, 'This that I have done is in honour of

thee and of thine ambassador.'.AND BOULAC EDITIONS OF THE ARABIC TEXT OF.Unto me the whole world's gladness is thy nearness and

thy sight, iii. 15..Then the captain looked on her [and she pleased him]; so he took her for himself and she abode with him a whole year, doing her

endeavour in their service. till they became accustomed to her [and felt assured of her]. One night she plied them with drink and they drank [till

they became intoxicated]; whereupon she arose and took her clothes and five hundred dinars from the captain; after which she fetched a razor and

shaved all their chins. Then she took soot from the cooking-pots and blackening their faces withal, opened the doors and went out; and when the

thieves awoke, they abode confounded and knew that the woman had practised upon them.'"'.13. Seif el Mulouk and Bediya el Jemal ccxci.When

the king heard this story, he deemed it pleasant and said, "This story is near unto that which I know and meseemeth I should do well to have

patience and hasten not to slay my vizier, so I may get of him the story of the king and his son." Then he gave the vizier leave to go away to his

own house; so he thanked him and abode in his house all that day..When it was the eighth day, the viziers all assembled and took counsel together

and said, "How shall we do with this youth, who baffleth us with his much talk? Indeed, we fear lest he be saved and we fall [into perdition].

Wherefore, let us all go in to the king and unite our efforts to overcome him, ere he appear without guilt and come forth and get the better of us."

So they all went in to the king and prostrating themselves before him, said to him, "O king, have a care lest this youth beguile thee with his sorcery

and bewitch thee with his craft. If thou heardest what we hear, thou wouldst not suffer him live, no, not one day. So pay thou no heed to his speech,

for we are thy viziers, [who endeavour for] thy continuance, and if thou hearken not to our word, to whose word wilt thou hearken? See, we are ten

viziers who testify against this youth that he is guilty and entered not the king's sleeping-chamber but with evil intent, so he might put the king to

shame and outrage his honour; and if the king slay him not, let him banish him his realm, so the tongue of the folk may desist from him.".After that,

there appeared a queen, never saw eyes a goodlier than she nor than her attributes; she was clad in rich raiment, embroidered with pearls and

jewels, and on her head was a crown set with various kinds of pearls and jewels. About her were five hundred slave-girls, high-bosomed maids, as

they were moons, screening her, right and left, and she among them as she were the moon on the night of its full, for that she was the most of them

in majesty and dignity. She gave not over walking, till she came to Tuhfeh, whom she found gazing on her in amazement; and when the latter saw

her turn to her, she rose to her, standing on her feet, and saluted her and kissed the earth before her..He [seated himself on the divan and] leant upon

a cushion, whilst she put out her hand to her veil and did it off. Then she put off her heavy outer clothes and discovered her charms, whereupon he

embraced her and kissed her and swived her; after which they washed and returned to their place and he said to her, 'Know that I have little

knowledge [of what goes on] in my house, for that I trust to my servant; so arise thou and see what the boy hath made ready in the kitchen.'

Accordingly, she arose and going down into the kitchen, saw cooking pots over the fire, wherein were all manner of dainty meats, and

manchet-bread and fresh almond-and-honey cakes. So she set bread on a dish and ladled out [what she would] from the pots and brought it to

him..They tell that El Hejjaj (70) once commanded the Master of Police [of Bassora] to go round about [the city] by night, and whomsoever he

found [abroad] after nightfall, that he should strike off his head. So he went round one night of the nights and came upon three youths staggering

from side to side, and on them signs of [intoxication with] wine. So the officers laid hold of them and the captain of the watch said to them, "Who

are ye that ye transgress the commandment of the [lieutenant of the] Commander of the Faithful and come abroad at this hour?" Quoth one of the

youths, "I am the son of him to whom [all] necks (71) abase themselves, alike the nose-pierced (72) of them and the [bone-]breaker; (73) they come

to him in their own despite, abject and submissive, and he taketh of their wealth (74) and of their blood.".Then she took leave of me and I of her,

after I had strained her to my bosom and embraced her and we had kissed awhile. So she went away and I abode expecting the appointed day, till it
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came, when I arose and went forth, intending for the trysting-place; but a friend of mine met me by the way [and would have me go home with

him. So I accompanied him to his house] and when I came up [into his sitting-chamber] he locked the door on me and went forth to fetch what we

might eat and drink. He was absent till mid-day, then till the hour of afternoon-prayer, whereat I was sore disquieted. Then he was absent till

sundown, and I was like to die of chagrin and impatience; [and indeed he returned not] and I passed my night on wake, nigh upon death, for that the

door was locked on me, and my soul was like to depart my body on account of the tryst..? ? ? ? ? f. The Lady and her Two Lovers dcccclxxxiv.It is

told that there was once, in the city of Baghdad, a comely and well-bred youth, fair of face, tall of stature and slender of shape. His name was

Alaeddin and he was of the chiefs of the sons of the merchants and had a shop wherein he sold and bought One day, as he sat in his shop, there

passed by him a girl of the women of pleasure, (253) who raised her eyes and casting a glance at the young merchant, saw written in a flowing hand

on the forepart (254) of the door of his shop, these words, "VERILY, THERE IS NO CRAFT BUT MEN'S CRAFT, FORASMUCH AS IT

OVERCOMETH WOMEN'S CRAFT." When she beheld this, she was wroth and took counsel with herself, saying, "As my head liveth, I will

assuredly show him a trick of the tricks of women and prove the untruth of (255) this his inscription!".? ? ? ? ? Sherik ben Amrou, what device

avails the hand of death to stay? O brother of the brotherless, brother of all th' afflicted, say..? ? ? ? ? But the Merciful yet may incline thee to me

And unite us again, in despite of our foes!.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. Story of Aziz and Azizeh cxliii.With this the Khalif waxed wroth, and the Hashimi

vein (36) started out from between his eyes and he cried out to Mesrour and said to him, "Go forth and see which of them is dead." So Mesrour

went out, running, and the Khalif said to Zubeideh, "Wilt thou lay me a wager?" "Yes," answered she; "I will wager, and I say that Aboulhusn is

dead." "And I," rejoined the Khalif, "wager and say that none is dead save Nuzhet el Fuad; and the stake shall be the Garden of Pleasance against

thy palace and the Pavilion of Pictures." So they [agreed upon this and] abode awaiting Mesrour, till such time as he should return with news..117.

The Favourite and her Lover M.So they gat them raiment of wool and clothing themselves therewith, went forth and wandered in the deserts and

wastes; but, when some days had passed over them, they became weak for hunger and repented them of that which they had done, whenas

repentance profited them not, and the prince complained to his father of weariness and hunger. 'Dear my son,' answered the king, 'I did with thee

that which behoved me, (205) but thou wouldst not hearken to me, and now there is no means of returning to thy former estate, for that another

hath taken the kingdom and become its defender; but I will counsel thee of somewhat, wherein do thou pleasure me.' Quoth the prince, 'What is it?'

And his father said, 'Take me and go with me to the market and sell me and take my price and do with it what thou wilt, and I shall become the

property of one who will provide for my support,' 'Who will buy thee of me,' asked the prince, 'seeing thou art a very old man? Nay, do thou rather

sell me, for the demand for me will be greater.' But the king said, 'An thou wert king, thou wouldst require me of service.'.The prefect bade carry

him to his lodging; but one of those in attendance upon him, by name El Muradi, said to him, "What wilt thou do? This man is clad in rich clothes

and on his finger is a ring of gold, the beazel whereof is a ruby of great price; so we will carry him away and slay him and take that which is upon

him of raiment [and what not else] and bring it to thee; for that thou wilt not [often] see profit the like thereof, more by token that this fellow is a

stranger and there is none to enquire concerning him." Quoth the prefect, "This fellow is a thief and that which he saith is leasing." And Noureddin

said, "God forbid that I should be a thief!" But the prefect answered, "Thou liest." So they stripped him of his clothes and taking the ring from his

finger, beat him grievously, what while he cried out for succour, but none succoured him, and besought protection, but none protected him. Then

said he to them, "O folk, ye are quit of (12) that which ye have taken from me; but now restore me to my lodging." But they answered, saying,

"Leave this knavery, O cheat! Thine intent is to sue us for thy clothes on the morrow." "By Allah, the One, the Eternal," exclaimed he, "I will not

sue any for them!" But they said, "We can nowise do this." And the prefect bade them carry him to the Tigris and there slay him and cast him into

the river..Accordingly, they all went in to the king one day (and Abou Temam was present among them,) and mentioned the affair of the damsel,

the king's daughter of the Turks, and enlarged upon her charms, till the king's heart was taken with her and he said to them, 'We will send one to

demand her in marriage for us; but who shall be our messenger?' Quoth the viziers, 'There is none for this business but Abou Temam, by reason of

his wit and good breeding;' and the king said, 'Indeed, even as ye say, none is fitting for this affair but he.' Then he turned to Abou Temam and said

to him, 'Wilt thou not go with my message and seek me [in marriage] the king's daughter of the Turks?' and he answered, 'Hearkening and

obedience, O king.'.So on the morrow, early, he took the stuff and carrying it to the market whence it had been stolen, sat down at the shop whence

it had been stolen and gave it to the broker, who took it and cried it for sale. Its owner knew it and bidding for it, [bought it] and sent after the chief

of the police, who seized the sharper and seeing him an old man of venerable appearance, handsomely clad, said to him, "Whence hadst thou this

piece of stuff?" "I had it from this market," answered he, "and from yonder shop where I was sitting." Quoth the prefect, "Did its owner sell it to

thee?" "Nay," replied the thief; "I stole it and other than it." Then said the magistrate, "How camest thou to bring it [for sale] to the place whence

thou stolest it?" And he answered, "I will not tell my story save to the Sultan, for that I have an advertisement (154) wherewith I would fain

bespeak him." Quoth the prefect, "Name it." And the thief said, "Art thou the Sultan?" "No," replied the other; and the old man said, "I will not tell

it but to himself.".'Twere better and meeter thy presence to leave, ii. 85..Ali of Damascus and Sitt el Milah, Noureddin, iii. 3..? ? ? ? ? a. The

Christian Broker's Story cix.Then the king assembled his nobles and commons and the astrologers and said to them, 'Know that what God hath

graven upon the forehead, be it fair fortune or calamity, none may avail to efface, and all that is decreed unto a man he must needs abide. Indeed,

this my caretaking and my endeavour profited me nought, for that which God decreed unto my son, he hath abidden and that which He decreed
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unto me hath betided me. Nevertheless, I praise God and thank Him for that this was at my son's hand and not at the hand of another, and praised

be He for that the kingship is come to my son!' And he strained the youth to his breast and embraced him and kissed him, saying, 'O my son, this

matter was on such a wise, and of my care and watchfulness over thee from destiny, I lodged thee in that pit; but caretaking availed not.' Then he

took the crown of the kingship and set it on his son's head and caused the folk and the people swear fealty to him and commended the subjects to

his care and enjoined him to justice and equity. And he took leave of him that night and died and his son reigned in his stead..119. The

Shipwrecked Woman and her Child cccclxvi.O amir of justice, be kind to thy subjects, iii. 24..'Twere fitter and better my loves that I leave, i.

26..61. Musab ben ez Zubeir and Aaisheh his Wife dcxlix.? ? ? ? ? The raven of parting croaks loud at our door; Alas, for our raven cleaves fast to

us aye!.Then she cast the lute from her hand and wept till she made the Lady Zubeideh weep, and she said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, methinks he

whom thou lovest is not in this world, for that the Commander of the Faithful hath sought him in every place, but hath not found him." Whereupon

the damsel arose and kissing the Lady Zubeideh's hands, said to her, "O my lady, if thou wouldst have him found, I have a request to make to thee,

wherein thou mayst accomplish my occasion with the Commander of the Faithful." Quoth the princess, "And what is it?" "It is," answered Sitt el

Milah, "that thou get me leave to go forth by myself and go round about in quest of him three days, for the adage saith, 'She who mourneth for

herself is not the like of her who is hired to mourn.' (29) If I find him, I will bring him before the Commander of the Faithful, so he may do with us

what he will; and if I find him not, I shall be cut off from hope of him and that which is with me will be assuaged." Quoth the Lady Zubeideh, "I

will not get thee leave from him but for a whole month; so be of good heart and cheerful eye." Whereupon Sitt el Milah was glad and rising, kissed

the earth before her once more and went away to her own place, rejoicing..Selim and Selma, ii. 81..Rich Man and his Wasteful Son, The, i.

252..Therewith Wekhimeh was moved to exceeding delight and drinking off the cup, ordered her twenty dresses of Greek brocade and a tray,

wherein were thirty thousand dinars. Then she gave the cup to Queen Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, who took it and said, 'O my lady Tuhfeh,

sing to me on the gillyflower.' Quoth she 'Hearkening and obedience,' and improvised the following verses:.Therewithal Aboulhusn cried out at

him and said, "O dog of the sons of Bermek, go down forthright, thou and the master of the police of the city, to such a place in such a street and

deliver a hundred dinars to the mother of Aboulhusn the Wag and bear her my salutation. [Then, go to such a mosque] and take the four sheikhs

and the Imam and beat each of them with four hundred lashes and mount them on beasts, face to tail, and go round with them about all the city and

banish them to a place other than the city; and bid the crier make proclamation before them, saying, 'This is the reward and the least of the reward

of whoso multiplieth words and molesteth his neighbours and stinteth them of their delights and their eating and drinking!'" Jaafer received the

order [with submission] and answered with ["Hearkening and] obedience;" after which he went down from before Aboulhusn to the city and did

that whereunto he had bidden him..Presently, up came a woman with a phial of urine, and when the [mock] physician saw the phial afar off, he said

to her, 'This is the urine of a man, a stranger.' 'Yes,' answered she; and he continued, 'Is he not a Jew and is not his ailment indigestion?' 'Yes,'

replied the woman, and the folk marvelled at this; wherefore the man was magnified in Galen's eyes, for that he heard speech such as was not of the

usage of physicians, seeing that they know not urine but by shaking it and looking into it anear neither know they a man's water from a woman's

water, nor a stranger's [from a countryman's], nor a Jew's from a Sherifs. (22) Then said the woman, 'What is the remedy?' Quoth the weaver, 'Pay

down the fee.' So she paid him a dirhem and he gave her medicines contrary to that ailment and such as would aggravate the patient's malady..133.

The City of Brass dlxvi.Then they spread him a prayer-carpet and he prayed. Now he knew not how to pray and gave not over bowing and

prostrating himself, [till he had prayed the prayers] of twenty inclinations, (21) pondering in himself the while and saying, "By Allah, I am none

other than the Commander of the Faithful in very sooth! This is assuredly no dream, for all these things happen not in a dream." And he was

convinced and determined in himself that he was Commander of the Faithful; so he pronounced the Salutation (22) and made an end (23) of his

prayers; whereupon the slaves and slave-girls came round about him with parcels of silk and stuffs (24) and clad him in the habit of the Khalifate

and gave him the royal dagger in his hand. Then the chief eunuch went out before him and the little white slaves behind him, and they ceased not

[going] till they raised the curtain and brought him into the hall of judgment and the throne-room of the Khalifate. There he saw the curtains and

the forty doors and El Ijli and Er Recashi (25) and Ibdan and Jedim and Abou Ishac (26) the boon-companions and beheld swords drawn and lions

(27) encompassing [the throne] and gilded glaives and death-dealing bows and Persians and Arabs and Turks and Medes and folk and peoples and

Amirs and viziers and captains and grandees and officers of state and men of war, and indeed there appeared the puissance of the house of Abbas

(28) and the majesty of the family of the Prophet..I marvelled at this with the utmost wonderment and knew that he was of the sons of the pious. So

I bestirred myself for his release and tended him [till he recovered] and besought him of quittance and absolution of responsibility.'
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