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ab. The King's Son and the Ogress xv.The old woman went out, running, whilst the Khalif and Mesrour laughed, and gave not over running till she
came into the street. Aboulhusn saw her and knowing her, said to hiswife, "O Nuzhet el Fuad, meseemeth the Lady Zubeideh hath sent to us to see
who is dead and hath not given credence to Mesrour's report of thy death; so she hath despatched the old woman, her stewardess, to discover the
truth; wherefore it behoveth me to be dead in my turn, for the sake of thy credit with the Lady Zubeideh." Accordingly, he lay down and stretched
himself out, and she covered him and bound his eyes and feet and sat at his head, weeping..?STORY OF THE THIEF AND THE WOMAN..When
the folk heard his words, they talked of letting him go; but the Persian said, 'O folk, let not his speech beguile you. Thisfellow is none other than a
thief who knoweth how to sing, and when he happeneth on the like of us, heisasinger.' 'O our lord," answered they, 'this man is a stranger, and
needs must we release him." Quoth he, 'By Allah, my heart revolteth from this fellow! Let me make an end of him with beating.' But they said,
"Thou mayst nowise do that' So they delivered the singer from the Persian, the master of the house, and seated him amongst them, whereupon he
fell to singing to them and they rejoiced in him..? ? ? ?? a. The Man of Khorassan, his Son and his Governor dccclxxxvi.Then they brought trays
and tables and amongst the rest a platter of red gold, inlaid with pearls and jewels; its margents were of gold and emerald, and thereon were graven
the following verses:.L ewdness, The Pious Woman accused of, ii. 5..Prince Bihzad, Story of, i. 99..(Conclusion).? ? ? ? ?i. The Woman who made

The Stolen Purse dcceexcix.Then said the Khalif to her, "1 lie and my eunuch lieth, and thou liest and thy waiting-woman lieth; so methinks we
were best go, al four of ustogether, that we may see which of us telleth the truth.” Quoth Mesrour, "Come, let us go, that | may put thisill-omened
old woman to shame (37) and deal her a sound drubbing for her lying." And she answered him, saying, "O dotard, is thy wit like unto my wit?
Indeed, thy wit is asthe hen'swit." Mesrour was incensed at her words and would have laid violent hands on her, but the Lady Zubeideh warded
him off from her and said to him, "Her sooth-fastness will presently be distinguished from thy sooth-fastness and her leasing from thy leasing.".O
hills of the sands and the rugged piebald plain, iii. 20..Officer's Story, The Tenth, ii. 172..126. |brahim ben el Khawwas and the Christian King's

And unto thee set forth at length my case and my design;.68. Haroun er Reshid and the three Poets ccclxxxvi. Therewith Nuzhet el Fuad rejoiced
and said, "Indeed, thisis an excellent device." [Then Aboulhusn stretched himself out] forthright and she shut his eyes and tied his feet and covered
him with the kerchief and did what [else] her lord had bidden her; after which she rent her dress and uncovering her head, let down her hair and
went in to the Lady Zubeideh, crying out and weeping, When the princess saw her in this case, she said to her, "What plight isthis[in which | see
thee]? What is thy story and what maketh thee weep?' And Nuzhet el Fuad answered, weeping and crying out the while, "O my lady, may thy head
live and mayst thou survive Aboulhusn el Khelial For heisdead.” The Lady Zubeideh mourned for him and said, "Alas for Aboulhusn el Khelial"
And she wept for him awhile. Then she bade her treasuress give Nuzhet el Fuad a hundred dinars and a piece of silk and said to her, "O Nuzhet €l
Fuad, go, lay him out and carry him forth.".He found it every way complete and saw therein ten great trays, full of all fruits and cakes and all
manner sweetmeats. So he sat down and ate thereof after the measure of his sufficiency, and finding there three troops of singing-girls, was amazed
and made the girls eat. Then he sat and the singers also seated themselves, whilst the black slaves and the white slaves and the eunuchs and pages
and boys stood, and the slave-girls, some of them, sat and some stood. The damsels sang and warbled all manner melodies and the place answered
them for the sweetness of the songs, whilst the pipes cried out and the lutes made accord with them, till it seemed to Aboulhusn that he wasin
Paradise and his heart was cheered and his breast dilated. So he sported and joyance waxed on him and he bestowed dresses of honour on the
damsels and gave and bestowed, challenging this one and kissing that and toying with a third, plying one with wine and another with meat, till the
night fell down..?A MERRY JEST OF A THIEF..By Allah, come ye forth to me, for lo, I'm come to you | May he who's wronged the victory get

gladden not thy soul..Now the dancing of Iblis pleased Queen Es Shuhba and she said to him, 'By Allah, thisis agoodly dancing!' He thanked her
for this and said to Tuhfeh, 'O Tuhfeh, thereis not on the face of the earth a skilfuller than Ishac en Nedim; but thou art more skilful than he.
Indeed, | have been present with him many atime and have shown him passages (234) on the lute, and there have betided me such and such things
with him. (235) Indeed, the story of my dealings with him isalong one and thisis no time to repeat it; but now | would fain show thee a passage on
the lute, whereby thou shall be exalted over al the folk.' Quoth she to him, ‘Do what seemeth good to thee." So he took the lute and played thereon
on wondrous wise, with rare divisions and extraordinary modulations, and showed her a passage she knew not; and this was liefer to her than all
that she had gotten. Then she took the lute from him and playing thereon, [sang and] presently returned to the passage that he had shown her; and
he said, 'By Allah, thou singest better than I!" As for Tuhfeh, it was made manifest to her that her former usance (236) was al of it wrong and that
what she had learnt from the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis was the origin and foundation [of all perfection] in the art. So she rejoiced in that which she
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had gotten of [new skill in] touching the [ute far more than in all that had fallen to her lot of wealth and raiment and kissed the Sheikh's hand..? ? ?
?? Read thou my writ and apprehend its purport, for my case Thisis and fate hath stricken me with sorrows past allay..33. Ali the Persian and the
Kurd Sharper ccxciv.Asfor the man, he committed his affair to God the Most High, relying upon Him for deliverance, and said in himself, 'What is
this affair? Then he did away the leaves from himself and rising, saw great plenty of men's bones there, of those whom the lion had devoured. He
looked again and saw a heap of gold lying alongside a girdle; (140) whereat he marvelled and gathering up the gold in his skirts, went forth of the
thicket and fled in affright at hazard, turning neither to the right nor to the left, in his fear of the lion; till he came to avillage and cast himself
down, as he were dead. He lay there till the day appeared and he was rested from his fatigue, when he arose and burying the gold, entered the

many abaggage-train;.? ? ? ? ? Had we thy coming known, we would for sacrifice Have poured thee out heart's blood or blackness of the

eyes;. Then the king acquainted the people [of his court] with the matter and said to them," O folk, how deem ye of my looking to the issues of
affairs? And they all marvelled at his wisdom and foresight. Then he turned to his father and said to him, 'Hadst thou |ooked to the issue of thine
affair and dealt deliberately in that which thou didst, there had not betided thee this repentance and grief al thistime.' Then he let bring his mother
and they rejoiced in each other and lived al their daysin joy and gladness. What then," continued the young treasurer, "is more grievous than the
lack of looking to the issues of affairs? Wherefore hasten thou not in the slaying of me, lest repentance betide thee and sore concern.”.?Story of Ilan
Shah and Abou Teman..? ? ? ? ? She shot at me a shaft that reached my heart and | became The bond- man of despair, worn out with effort al in
vain..When she had made an end of her song, she wept sore, till presently sleep overcame her and she dlept..?THE FOURTEENTH OFFICER'S
STORY ..Here they halted and took up their lodging with the old man, who questioned the husband of his case and that of his brother and the reason
of their journey, and he said, 'l purpose to go with my brother, this sick man, to the holy woman, her whose prayers are answered, so she may pray
for him and God may make him whole by the blessing of her prayers.’ Quoth the villager, 'By Allah, my sonisin a parlous plight for sickness and
we have heard that the holy woman prayeth for the sick and they are made whole. Indeed, the folk counsel meto carry him to her, and behold, |
will go in company with you. And they said, 'lIt iswell.' So they passed the night in that intent and on the morrow they set out for the dwelling of
the holy woman, this one carrying his son and that his brother..God knows | ne'er recalled thy memory to my thought, iii. 46..Man who was lavish
of House and Victual to One whom he knew not, The, i 293..Then he turned to the woman and said to her, 'And thou, what sayst thou? So she
expounded to him her case and recounted to him all that had betided her and her husband, first and last, up to the time when they took up their
abode with the old man and woman who dwelt on the sea-shore. Then she set out that which the Magian had practised on her of knavery and how
he had carried her off in the ship and all that had betided her of humiliation and torment, what while the cadis and judges and deputies hearkened to
her speech. When the king heard the last of hiswifée's story, he said, 'Verily, there hath betided thee a grievous matter; but hast thou knowledge of
what thy husband did and what came of his affair? 'Nay, by Allah,' answered she; 'l have no knowledge of him, save that | leave him no hour
unremembered in fervent prayer, and never, whilst | live, will he cease to be to me the father of my children and my father's brother's son and my
flesh and my blood.' Then she wept and the king bowed his head, whilst his eyes brimmed over with tears at her story..Locust, The Hawk and the,
ii. 50..The Thirteenth Night of the Month..\When the old woman saw this, she cried out to the cook from within the house, and he said to her, 'Go
before me." So she forewent him and he ran after her till he [overtook the party and] catching hold of Selim, said [to the latter'swife,] "What aileth
thee to take my servant? Whereupon she cried out at him, saying, '‘Know that thisis my husband, whom | had lost." And Selim also cried out,
saying, ‘Mercy! Mercy! | appeal to God and to the Sultan against this Satan!' Therewith the folk gathered together to them forthright and loud rose
the clamours and the cries between them; but the most part of them said, 'Refer their affair to the Sultan.' So they referred the case to the Sultan,
who was none other than Selim's sister Selma..Then she returned home, troubled and careful; and when her husband saw her on this wise, he
questioned her of her case and she said to him, 'Verily, my breast is straitened by reason of thee and of the simpleness of thine intent. Straithess
liketh me not and thou in thy [present] craft gaiuest nought; so either do thou seek out a craft other than this or pay me my due (17) and let me go
my way.' Her husband chid her for this and admonished her; (18) but she would not be turned from her intent and said to him, 'Go forth and watch
yonder physician how he doth and leam from him what he saith." Quoth he, 'Let not thy heart be troubled: | will go every day to the physician's
assembly.'.? ? ? ? ? For thy sweet sake, as 'twere, indeed, an exile | had been, Lone and deserted | became, lamenting, weeping-eyed..When her
master heard this, his reason fled for joy and he went to his friend the draper and said to him, "Thou wast right in the matter of the damsel, for that
sheis enamoured of the young Damascene; so how shall | do?' Quoth the other, "Go to the bazaar and when thou seest him, salute him and say to
him, 'Indeed, thy departure the other day, without accomplishing thine occasion, was grievous to me; so, if thou be still minded to buy the girl, |
will abate thee an hundred dinars of that which thou badest for her, by way of hospitable entreatment of thee and making myself agreeable to thee;
for that thou art astranger in our land.' If he say to thee, 'l have no desire for her' and hold off from thee, know that he will not buy; in which case,
let me know, so | may contrive thee another device; and if he say to thee other than this, conceal not from me aught..? ? ?? ? a. The Christian
Broker's Story cvii.As the version of the sixth and seventh voyages of Sindbad the Sailor contained in (197) the Calcutta Edition (1814-18) of the
first two hundred Nights and in the text of the VVoyages published by M. Langles (Paris, 1814) differs very materially from that of the complete
Calcutta (1839-42) Edition (198) (whichis, in this case, practically identical with those of Boulac and Breslau), adopted by me as my standard text
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in the trandation of "The Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night," the story of the seventh voyage in particular turning upon an altogether
different set of incidents, related nearly asin the old version of M. Galland, | now give atranslation of the text of the two voyagesin question
afforded by the Calcutta (1814-18) Edition, corrected and completed by collation with that of M. Langles, from which it differs only in being
dightly lessfull. It will be observed that in this version of the story the name Sindbad is reserved for the Sailor, the porter being called
Hindbad..Therewithal he ordered her a handsome house and bade furnish it with carpets and other furniture and vessels of choice and commanded
that all she needed should be given her. Thiswas done during the rest of the day, and when the night came, she despatched the eunuch with the
mule and a suit of clothes, to fetch Noureddin from the Muezzin's lodging. So the young man donned the clothes and mounting; rode to the house,
where he abode in luxury and delight a full-told month, what while she solaced him with four things, to wit, the eating of fowls and the drinking of
wine and the lying upon brocade and the entering the bath after copulation. Moreover, she brought him six suits of clothes and fell to changing his
apparel day by day; nor was the appointed time accomplished ere his beauty returned to him and his goodliness; nay, his charms waxed tenfold and
he became a ravishment to all who looked on him..Benou Tai, En Numan and the Arab of the, i. 203..All who were present were delighted and the
sitting-chamber shook with mirth, and Iblis said, 'Well done, O Tuhfet es Sudour!" Then they gave not over wine-bibbing and rejoicing and making
merry and tambourining and piping till the night waned and the dawn drew near; and indeed exceeding delight entered into them. The most of them
in mirth was the Sheikh Iblis, and for the excess of that which betided him of delight, he put off all that was upon him of coloured clothes and cast
them over Tuhfeh, and among the rest a robe broidered with jewels and jacinths, worth ten thousand dinars. Then he kissed the earth and danced
and put hisfinger to his arse and taking his beard in his hand, said to her, 'Sing about this beard and endeavour after mirth and pleasance, and no

they their journey's goal, alas | have hidden, in their track Still will 1 follow on until the very planets wane..After your loss, nor trace of me nor
vestige would remain, iii. 41..? ? ? ? ? Y ea, and black slaves he proffered me and slave-girls big with child And steeds of price, with splendid arms
and trappings rich bedight..? ? ?? ? Y ea, and how slaves and steeds and good and virgin girls Were proffered thee to gift, thou hast not failed to
cite,.There was once in a certain city awoman fair of favour, who had to lover atrooper. Her husband was a fuller, and when he went out to his
business, the trooper used to come to her and abide with her till the time of the fuller's return, when he would go away. On this wise they abode
awhile, till one day the trooper said to his mistress, ‘| mean to take me a house near unto thine and dig an underground passage from my house to
thy house, and do thou say to thy husband, "My sister hath been absent with her husband and now they have returned from their travels; and | have
made her take up her sojourn in my neighbourhood, so | may foregather with her at al times. So go thou to her husband the trooper and offer him
thy wares [for sal€], and thou wilt see my sister with him and wilt see that sheis| and | am she, without doubt. So, Allah, Allah, go to my sister's
husband and give ear to that which he shall say to thee.".???? ?k. The Blind Man and the Cripple dcccex.Moreover, he assembled the sages and
the theol ogians and the sons of the kings and devised with them and asked them questions and problems and examined with them into many things
of al fashions that might direct him to well-doing in the kingly office; and he questioned them also of subtleties and religious obligations and of the
laws of the kingdom and the fashions of administration and of that which it behoveth the king to do of looking into the affairs of the people and
repelling the enemy [from the realm] and fending off his malice with war; wherefore the peopl€'s contentment redoubled and their joy in that which
God the Most High had vouchsafed them of his elevation to the kingship over them. So he upheld the ordinance of the realm and the affairs thereof

dcceexxii.Queen Kemeriyeh embraced her, as also did Queen Zelzeleh and Queen Wekhimeh and Queen Sherareh, and the former said to her,
'Rejoicein assured deliverance, for there abideth no harm for thee; but thisis no time for talk.' Then they cried out, whereupon up came the Afrits
ambushed in the island, with swords and maces in their hands, and taking up Tuhfeh, flew with her to the palace and made themselves masters
thereof, whilst the Afrit aforesaid, who was dear to Meimoun and whose name was Dukhan, fled like an arrow and stayed not in hisflight till he
carne to Meimoun and found him engaged in sore battle with the Jinn. When hislord saw him, he cried out at him, saying, 'Out on thee! Whom
hast thou left in the palace? And Dukhan answered, saying, ‘And who abideth in the palace? Thy beloved Tuhfeh they have taken and Jemreh is
dlain and they have gotten possession of the palace, al of it." With this Meimoun buffeted his face and head and said, 'Out on it for a calamity!" And
he cried aloud. Now Kemeriyeh had sent to her father and acquainted him with the news, whereat the raven of parting croaked for them. So, when
Meimoun saw that which had betided him, (and indeed the Jinn smote upon him and the wings of death overspread his host,) he planted the butt of
his spear in the earth and turning the point thereof to his heart, urged his charger upon it and pressed upon it with his breast, till the point came
forth, gleaming, from his back..King Shehriyar marvelled [at this story (146)] and said "By Allah, verily, injustice slayeth itsfolk!" (147) And he
was edified by that wherewith Shehrzad bespoke him and sought help of God the Most High. Then said he to her, "Tell me another of thy stories, O
Shehrzad; let it be a pleasant one and this shall be the completion of the story-telling.” "With all my heart," answered Shehrzad. "It hath reached
me, O august King, that aman once said to hisfellows, 'l will set forth to you a means (148) of security (149) against vexation. (150) A friend of
mine once related to me and said, "We attained [whiles] to security (151) against vexation, (152)and the origin of it was other than this; to wit, it
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before me; and she as she were the full moon rising from among the stars, and the place was illumined by her light. When | saw her, | fixed my
eyes on her and stared in her face; and she bespoke me with soft speech. When | heard her words and the sweetness of her speech, | lusted after her;
and when she saw that | lusted after her, she did her occasion and promising me [to come again], went away, leaving my mind occupied with her
and fire kindled in my heart. Then | abode, perplexed and pondering my affair, whilst fire flamed in my heart, till the third day, when she came
again and | scarce credited her coming. When | saw her, | talked with her and cajoled her and courted her and strove to win her favour with speech
and invited her [to my house]; but she answered, saying, 'l will not go up into any one's house.' Quoth I, 'l will go with thee;" and she said, 'Arise
and come with me.".(Quoth Abdallah ben Nan) So | became his boon-companion and entertained him by night [with stories and the like]; and this
pleased him to the utmost and he took me into especial favour and bestowed on me dresses of honour and assigned me a separate lodging; brief, he
was everywise bountiful to me and could not brook to be parted from me a single hour. So | abode with him awhile of time and every night |
caroused with him [and entertained him], till the most part of the night was past; and when drowsiness overcame him, he would rise [and betake
himself] to his sleeping-place, saying to me, "Forsake not my service for that of ancther than | and hold not aloof from my presence.” And | made
answer with "Hearkening and obedience.".[So he fared on towards them] and when he drew near unto them, he knew them and they knew him;
whereupon they lighted down from their horses and saluting him, gave him joy of his safety and the folk flocked to him. When he cameto his
father, they embraced and greeted each other along time, whilst neither of them availed unto speech, for the greatness of that which betided them
of joy in reunion. Then El Abbas bade the folk mount; so they mounted and his mamelukes surrounded him and they entered Baghdad on the most
magnificent wise and in the highest worship and glory..? ? ? ? ? Quoth thou, "The goodliest of things is patience and its use: Its practice still

lovers sad and sere, ii. 252..After that | tarried till three days had elapsed, when 1 went to the bath and changing my clothes, betook myself to her
house, but found the door locked and covered with dust. So | questioned the neighbours of her and they said, "This house hath been empty these
many days, but three days agone there came awoman with an ass, and yesternight, at eventide, she took her gear and went away." So | turned back,
confounded in my wit, and every day [after this, for many aday,] | inquired of the inhabitants [of the street] concerning her, but could light on no
tidings of her. And indeed | marvelled at the eloquence of her tongue and [the readiness of] her speech; and thisis the most extraordinary of that
which hath betided me.'.162. Aboukir the Dyer and Abousir the Barber dccecexxx.? ? ? ? ?j. The Tenth Officer's Story dcccexxxviii.? ????n. The
Man who never Laughed again dixxxvii.Then she arose and going in to the king, found him with his head between his knees, and he lamenting. So
she sat down by him awhile and bespoke him with soft words and said to him, 'Indeed, O my son, thou consumest mine entrails, for that these
[many] days thou hast not mounted to horse, and thou lamentest and | know not what aileth thee.' 'O my mother,' answered he, ‘[this my chagrin] is
due to yonder accursed woman, of whom | still deemed well and who hath done thus and thus.' Then he related to her the whole story from first to
last, and she said to him, 'This thy concern is on account of aworthless woman.' Quoth he, 'l was but considering by what death | should slay them,
so the folk may [be admonished by their fate and] repent.' And she said, 'O my son, beware of haste, for it engendereth repentance and the slaying
of them will not escape [thee]. When thou art assured of this affair, do what thou wilt.' 'O my mother,’ rejoined he; ‘there needeth no assurance
concerning him for whom she despatched her eunuch and he fetched him.". Then he commanded one of the slave-girls to take the lute and strike it at
Aboulhusn's head, whilst the rest smote upon their instruments. [So they played and sang,] till Aboulhusn awoke at the last of the night and heard
the noise of lutes and tabrets and the sound of the pipes and the singing of the slave-girls, whereupon he opened his eyes and finding himself in the
palace, with the slave-girls and eunuchs about him, exclaimed, There is no power and no virtue but in God the Most High, the Supreme! Verily, |
am fearful of the hospital and of that which | suffered therein aforetime, and | doubt not but the Devil is come to me again, as before. O my God,
put thou Satan to shame!" Then he shut his eyes and laid his head in his sleeve and fell to laughing softly and raising his head [bytimes], but [still]
found the apartment lighted and the girls singing..? ? ? ? ? So, by Allah, O richest of all men in charms, Vouchsafe to alover, who's bankrupt

and the Sixteen Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin, ii. 117..?STORY OF KHELBES AND HISWIFE AND THE LEARNED
MAN..When the king heard this, wonderment gat hold of him and his admiration for the vizier redoubled; so he bade him go to his house and
return to him [on the morrow], according to his wont. Accordingly, the vizier withdrew to his lodging, where he passed the night and the ensuing
day..The Eleventh Night of the Month..? ??? 2 Wind of the Eagt, if thou pass by the land where my loved ones dwell, | pray, The fullest of

(39).When King Shah Bekht heard his vizier's speech, he was confounded before him and abashed and marvelled at the gravity of his
understanding and his patience. So he sprang up to him and embraced him and the vizier kissed his feet. Then the king called for a sumptuous dress
of honour and cast it over Er Rehwan and entreated him with the utmost honour and showed him special favour and restored him to his rank and
vizierate. Moreover he imprisoned those who had sought his destruction with leasing and committed unto himself to pass judgment upon the
interpreter who had expounded to him the dream. So the vizier abode in the governance of the realm till there came to them the Destroyer of
Delights; and this (added Shehrzad) isall, O king of the age, that hath come down to us of King Shah Bekht and hisvizier..? ??? ? Brother of En
Numan, with thee lies an old man's anguish to allay, A graybeard slain, may God make fair his deeds upon the Reckoning-Day!.? ? ?? ? Upon yon
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be the peace of God! May all prosperity, For what's decreed of years and lives, upon you ever wait!.70. Khusrau and Shirin and the Fisherman
dclvi.25. Maan ben Zaideh and the Bedouin cclxxi.86. Omar ben el Khettab and the Y oung Bedouin ccexcv.When the evening evened, the king
summoned the vizier, and when he presented himself, he required of him the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O
august king, that.?STORY OF THE LACKPENNY AND THE COOK ..On this wise they abode months and years and the queen-mother ceased not
to do thustill the cook's brother came to the town in his ship, and with him Selim. So he landed with the youth and showed him to the queen, [that
she might buy him]. When she saw him, she augured well of him; so she bought him from the cook's brother and was kind to him and entreated
him with honour. Then she fell to proving him in his parts and making assay of him in his affairs and found in him all that isin kings' sons of

A white one, from her sheath of tresses now laid bare And now again concealed in black, luxuriant hair; (256).When came the time [of the
accomplishment] of the foreordered fate and the fortune graven on the forehead and there abode for the boy but ten daystill the seven years should
be complete, there came to the mountain hunters hunting wild beasts and seeing alion, gave chase to him. He fled from them and seeking refuge in
the mountain, fell into the pit in its midst. The nurse saw him forthright and fled from him into one of the closets; whereupon the lion made for the
boy and seizing upon him, tore his shoulder, after which he sought the closet wherein was the nurse and falling upon her, devoured her, whilst the
boy abode cast down in a swoon. Meanwhile, when the hunters saw that the lion had fallen into the pit, they came to the mouth thereof and heard
the shrieking of the boy and the woman; and after awhile the cries ceased, whereby they knew that the lion had made an end of them..Endeavour
against Persistent |1l Fortune, Of the Uselessness of, i. 70..There was once, in a province of Persia, aking of the kings, who was mighty of estate,
endowed with majesty and venerance and having troops and guards at his command; but he was childless. Towards the end of hislife, his Lord
vouchsafed him amale child, and the boy grew up and was comely and learned all manner of knowledge. He made him a private place, to wit, a
lofty palace, builded with coloured marbles and [adorned with] jewels and paintings. When the prince entered the palace, he saw in its ceiling the
picture [of awoman], than whom he had never beheld afairer of aspect, and she was compassed about with slave-girls; whereupon he fell down in
a swoon and became distraught for love of her. Then he sat under the picture, till, one day, his father came in to him and finding him wasted of
body and changed of colour, by reason of his[continual] looking on that picture, thought that he wasill and sent for the sages and physicians, that
they might medicine him. Moreover, he said to one of his boon- companions, 'If thou canst learn what aileth my son, thou shalt have of me
largesse.' So the courtier went in to the prince and spoke him fair and cajoled him, till he confessed to him that his malady was caused by the
picture. Then he returned to the king and told him what ailed his son, whereupon he transported the prince to another palace and made his former
lodging the guest-house; and whosoever of the Arabs was entertained therein, he questioned of the picture, but none could give him tidings thereof.
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