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Mariyeh opened the mantle, and when she saw that necklace, and indeed the place was illumined with the lustre thereof, she looked at her slave-girl

and said to her, "By Allah, O Shefikeh, one look at him were liefer to me than all that my hand possesseth! Would I knew what I shall do, whenas

Baghdad is empty of him and I hear no tidings of him!" Then she wept and calling for inkhorn* and paper and pen of brass, wrote the following

verses:.Presently, up came a horseman in quest of water, so he might water his horse. He saw the woman and she was pleasing in his sight; so he

said to her, 'Arise, mount with me and I will take thee to wife and entreat thee kindly.' Quoth she, 'Spare me, so may God spare thee! Indeed, I have

a husband.' But he drew his sword and said to her, 'An thou obey me not, I will smite thee and kill thee.' When she saw his malice, she wrote on the

ground in the sand with her finger, saying, 'O Abou Sabir, thou hast not ceased to be patient, till thy wealth is gone from thee and thy children and

[now] thy wife, who was more precious in thy sight than everything and than all thy wealth, and indeed thou abidest in thy sorrow all thy life long,

so thou mayst see what thy patience will profit thee.' Then the horseman took her, and setting her behind him, went his way..? ? ? ? ? And when I

long to look upon thy face, My life is perished with desire straightway..? ? ? ? ? For whom is thy departure even as a father's loss! To fly or creep,

like nestlings, alone, they strive in vain..Now it was the enemy's wont, at every year's end, to bring forth their prisoners and cast them down from

the top of the citadel to the bottom. So they brought them forth, at the end of the year, and cast them down, and Melik Shah with them. However,

he fell upon the [other] men and the earth touched him not, for his term was [God-]guarded. Now those that were cast down there were slain and

their bodies ceased not to lie there till the wild beasts ate them and the winds dispersed them. Melik Shah abode cast down in his place, aswoon, all

that day and night, and when he recovered and found himself whole, he thanked God the Most High for his safety [and rising, fared on at a

venture]. He gave not over walking, unknowing whither he went and feeding upon the leaves of the trees; and by day he hid himself whereas he

might and fared on all his night at hazard; and thus he did some days, till he came to an inhabited land and seeing folk there, accosted them and

acquainted them with his case, giving them to know that he had been imprisoned in the fortress and that they had cast him down, but God the Most

High had delivered him and brought him off alive..? ? ? ? ? o. The Fifteenth Officer's Story dccccxl.The folk marvelled at this story and as for the

prefect and El Melik ez Zahir, they said, 'Wrought ever any the like of this device?' And they marvelled with the utterest of wonderment Then arose

a third officer and said, 'Hear what betided me, for it is yet stranger and more extraordinary..Accordingly, the hangman took him and bringing out

the knife, offered to cut off his hand, what while El Muradi said to him, "Cut and sever the bone and sear (24) it not for him, so he may lose his

blood and we be rid of him." But Ahmed, he who had aforetime been the means of his deliverance, sprang up to him and said, "O folk, fear God in

[your dealings with] this youth, for that I know his affair from first to last and he is void of offence and guiltless. Moreover, he is of the folk of

condition, (25) and except ye desist from him, I will go up to the Commander of the Faithful and acquaint him with the case from first to last and

that the youth is guiltless of crime or offence." Quoth El Muradi, "Indeed, we are not assured from his mischief." And Ahmed answered, "Release

him and commit him to me and I will warrant you against his affair, for ye shall never see him again after this." So they delivered Noureddin to him

and he took him from their hands and said to him, "O youth, have compassion on thyself, for indeed thou hast fallen into the hands of these folk

twice and if they lay hold of thee a third time, they will make an end of thee; and [in dealing thus with thee], I aim at reward and recompense for

thee (26) and answered prayer." (27).After this the king sat, with his son by his side and the viziers sitting before him, and summoned his chief

officers and the folk of the city. Then the prince turned to the viziers and said to them, "See, O wicked viziers, that which God hath done and the

speedy [coming of] relief." But they answered not a word and the king said, "It sufficeth me that there is nothing alive but rejoiceth with me this

day, even to the birds in the sky, but ye, your breasts are straitened. Indeed, this is the greatest of ill-will in you to me, and had I hearkened to you,

my regret had been prolonged and I had died miserably of grief." "O my father," quoth the prince, "but for the fairness of thy thought and thy

judgment and thy longanimity and deliberation in affairs, there had not bedded thee this great joyance. Hadst thou slain me in haste, repentance

would have been sore on thee and long grief, and on this wise doth he who ensueth haste repent.".Presently a villager passed by [the pit and

finding] her [alive,] carried her to his house and tended her, [till she recovered]. Now, he had a son, and when the young man saw her, he loved her

and besought her of herself; but she refused and consented not to him, whereupon he redoubled in love and longing and despite prompted him to

suborn a youth of the people of his village and agree with him that he should come by night and take somewhat from his father's house and that,

when he was discovered, he should say that she was of accord with him in this and avouch that she was his mistress and had been stoned on his

account in the city. So he did this and coming by night to the villager's house, stole therefrom goods and clothes; whereupon the old man awoke

and seizing the thief, bound him fast and beat him, to make him confess. So he confessed against the woman that she had prompted him to this and

that he was her lover from the city. The news was bruited abroad and the people of the city assembled to put her to death; but the old man, with

whom she was, forbade them and said, 'I brought this woman hither, coveting the recompense [of God,] and I know not [the truth of] that which is

said of her and will not suffer any to hurt her.' Then he gave her a thousand dirhems, by way of alms, and put her forth of the village. As for the

thief, he was imprisoned for some days; after which the folk interceded for him with the old man, saying, 'This is a youth and indeed he erred;' and

he released him..50. El Melik en Nasir and the Three Masters of Police dciii.A thief of the thieves of the Arabs went [one night] to a certain man's

house, to steal from a heap of wheat there, and the people of the house surprised him. Now on the heap was a great copper measure, and the thief
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buried himself in the corn and covered his head with the measure, so that the folk found him not and went away; but, as they were going, behold,

there came a great crack of wind forth of the corn. So they went up to the measure and [raising it], discovered the thief and laid hands on him.

Quoth he, "I have eased you of the trouble of seeking me: for I purposed, [in letting wind], to direct you to my [hiding-]place; wherefore do ye ease

me and have compassion on me, so may God have compassion on you!" So they let him go and harmed him not..Then will he say to thee, 'Then

thou art an ape-leader of the tribe of the mountebanks?' And do thou reply, 'I may in nowise deny my origin, for the sake of thy daughter and in her

honour.' The Cadi will say, 'It may not be that thou shalt be given the daughter of a sheikh who sitteth upon the carpet of the Law and whose

descent is traceable by genealogy to the loins of the Apostle of God, (267) nor is it seemly that his daughter be in the power of a man who is an

ape-dancer, a minstrel.' And do thou rejoin, 'Nay, O Effendi, she is my lawful wife and every hair of her is worth a thousand lives, and I will not let

her go, though I be given the kingship of the world.' Then be thou persuaded to speak the word of divorce and so shall the marriage be dissolved

and ye be delivered from each other.".? ? ? ? ? O thou that questionest the lily of its scent, Give ear unto my words and verses thereanent..? ? ? ? ? I

wept, but those who spied to part us had no ruth On me nor on the fires that in my vitals flare..So he fell to resorting daily to the physician and

committing to memory his sayings and that which he spoke of jargon, till he had gotten a great matter by heart, and all this he studied throughly

and digested it. Then he returned to his wife and said to her, 'I have committed the physician's sayings to memory and have learned his fashion of

muttering and prescribing and applying remedies (19) and have gotten by heart the names of the remedies and of all the diseases, and there abideth

nought [unaccomplished] of thy commandment. What wilt thou have me do now?' Quoth she, 'Leave weaving and open thyself a physician's shop.'

But he answered, 'The people of my city know me and this affair will not profit me, save in a land of strangerhood; so come, let us go out from this

city and get us to a strange land and [there] live.' And she said, 'Do as thou wilt.'.? ? ? ? ? It chances whiles that the blind man escapes a pit, Whilst

he who is clear of sight falls into it..86. The Three Unfortunate Lovers dclxxii.Next morning, he again took up the bier and went round with it as

before, in quest of alms. Presently, the master of police, who was of those who had given alms on account of the supposed dead man on the

previous day, met him; so he was angered and fell on the porters and beat them and took the [supposed] dead body, saying, 'I will bury him and

earn the reward [of God].' (35) So his men took him up and carrying him to the prefecture, fetched grave-diggers, who dug him a grave. Then they

bought him a shroud and perfumes (36) and fetched an old man of the quarter, to wash him. So he recited over him [the appointed prayers and

portions of the Koran] and laying him on the bench, washed him and shrouded him. After he had shrouded him, he voided; (37) so he renewed the

washing and went away to make his ablutions, (38) whilst all the folk departed, likewise, to make the [obligatory] ablution, previously to the

funeral..When she had made an end of her verses, she folded the letter and delivered it to the nurse, who took it and went with it to El Abbas. When

she gave it to him, he took it and breaking it open, read it and apprehended its purport; and when he came to the end of it, he swooned away. After

awhile, he came to himself and said, "Praised be God who hath caused her return an answer to my letter! Canst thou carry her another letter, and

with God the Most High be thy requital?" Quoth she, "And what shall letters profit thee, seeing she answereth on this wise?" But he said, "Belike,

she may yet be softened." Then he took inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.?THE NINTH OFFICER'S STORY..Quoth Selma to

Selim, 'Hasten not to slay him, but ponder the matter and consider the issue to which it may lead; for whoso considereth not the issues [of his

actions], fortune is no friend to him.' Then they arose on the morrow and occupied themselves with devising how they should turn away their

mother from that man, and she forebode mischief from them, by reason of that which she saw in their eyes of alteration, for that she was keen of

wit and crafty. So she took precaution for herself against her children and Selma said to Selim, 'Thou seest that whereinto we have fallen through

this woman, and indeed she hath gotten wind of our purpose and knoweth that we have discovered her secret. So, doubtless, she will plot against us

the like of that which we plot for her; for indeed up to now she had concealed her affair, and now she will forge lies against us; wherefore,

methinks, there is a thing [fore-]written to us, whereof God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) knew in His foreknowledge and

wherein He executeth His ordinances.' 'What is that?' asked he, and she said, 'It is that we arise, I and thou, and go forth this night from this land

and seek us a land wherein we may live and witness nought of the doings of yonder traitress; for whoso is absent from the eye is absent from the

heart, and quoth one of the poets in the following verse:.? ? ? ? ? i. The Spider and the Wind dccccviii.So she took the hundred dinars and the piece

of silk and returned to her dwelling, rejoicing, and went in to Aboulhusn and told him what had befallen, whereupon he arose and rejoiced and girt

his middle and danced and took the hundred dinars and the piece of silk and laid them up. Then he laid out Nuzhet el Fuad and did with her even as

she had done with him; after which he rent his clothes and plucked out his beard and disordered his turban [and went forth] and gave not over

running till he came in to the Khalif, who was sitting in the hall of audience, and he in this plight, beating upon his breast. Quoth the Khalif to him,

"What aileth thee, O Aboulhusn!" And he wept and said, "Would thy boon-companion had never been and would his hour had never come!" "Tell

me [thy case,]" said the Khalif; and Aboulhusn said, "O my lord, may thy head outlive Nuzhet el Fuad!" Quoth the Khalif, "There is no god but

God!" And he smote hand upon hand. Then he comforted Aboulhusn and said to him, "Grieve not, for we will give thee a concubine other than

she." And he bade the treasurer give him a hundred dinars and a piece of silk. So the treasurer gave him what the Khalif bade him, and the latter

said to him,"Go, lay her out and carry her forth and make her a handsome funeral." So Aboulhusn took that which he had given him and returning

to his house, rejoicing, went in to Nuzhet el Fuad and said to her, "Arise, for the wish is accomplished unto us." So she arose and he laid before her

the hundred dinars and the piece of silk, whereat she rejoiced, and they added the gold to the gold and the silk to the silk and sat talking and
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laughing at one another..When Noureddin heard these his slave-girl's verses, he fell a-weeping, what while she strained him to her bosom and

wiped away his tears with her sleeve and questioned him and comforted his mind. Then she took the lute and sweeping its strings, played thereon,

after such a wise as would move the phlegmatic to delight, and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Where is a man's resource and what can he do?

It is the Almighty's will; we most submit..Then the old queen and her daughter and son-in-law embarked in the ship and setting sail, fared on till

they came to the land of Mekran. Their arrival there befell at the last of the day; so they passed the night in the ship, and when the day was near to

break, the young king went down from the ship, that he might go to the bath, and made for the market. As he drew near the bath, the cook met him

by the way and knew him; so he laid hands on him and binding his arms fast behind him, carried him to his house, where he clapped the old

shackles on his feet and straightway cast him back into his whilom place of duresse..Then they returned to Dinarzad and displayed her in the fifth

dress and in the sixth, which was green. Indeed, she overpassed with her loveliness the fair of the four quarters of the world and outshone, with the

brightness of her countenance, the full moon at its rising; for she was even as saith of her the poet in the following verses:.1. The Merchant and the

Genie i.As for Queen Kemeriyeh, she flew off to the palace of her sister Wekhimeh and told her what Meimoun had done and how [he avouched

that], whenas he saw defeat [near at hand], he would slay Tuhfeh; 'and indeed,' added she, 'he is resolved upon this; else had he not dared to commit

this outrage. So do thou contrive the affair as thou deemest well, for thou hast no superior in judgment.' Then they sent for Queen Zelzeleh and

Queen Sherareh and sat down to take counsel, one with another, of that which they should do in the matter. Then said Wekhimeh, 'We were best fit

out a ship in this island [wherein is my palace] and embark therein, in the guise of mortals, and fare on till we come to a little island, that lieth over

against Meimoun's palace. There will we [take up our abode and] sit drinking and smiting the lute and singing. Now Tuhfeh will of a surety be

sitting looking upon the sea, and needs must she see us and come down to us, whereupon we will take her by force and she will be under our hands,

so that none shall avail more to molest her on any wise. Or, if Meimoun be gone forth to do battle with the Jinn, we will storm his stronghold and

take Tuhfeh and raze his palace and put to death all who are therein. When he hears of this, his heart will be rent in sunder and we will send to let

our father know, whereupon he will return upon him with his troops and he will be destroyed and we shall be quit of him.' And they answered her,

saying, 'This is a good counsel.' Then they bade fit out a ship from behind the mountain, (244) and it was fitted out in less than the twinkling of an

eye. So they launched it on the sea and embarking therein, together with four thousand Afrits, set out, intending for Meimoun's palace. Moreover,

they bade other five thousand Afrits betake themselves to the island under the Crescent Mountain and lie in wait for them there..Then he went

away, whilst the fire was loosed in the heart of the druggist and he shut his shop and betaking himself to his house, knocked at the door. Quoth the

singer, 'Let me get into the chest, for he saw me not yesterday.' 'Nay,' answered she, 'wrap thyself up in the rug.' So he wrapped himself up in the

rug and stood in a corner of the room, whilst the druggist entered and went straight to the chest, but found it empty. Then he went round about the

house and searched it from top to bottom, but found nothing and no one and abode between belief and disbelief, and said in himself, 'Belike, I

suspect my wife of that which is not in her.' So he was certified of her innocence and returned to his shop, whereupon out came the singer and they

abode on their former case, as of wont, till eventide, when she gave him one of her husband's shirts and he took it and going away, passed the night

in his lodging..EL MELIK EZ ZAHIR RUKNEDDIN BIBERS EL BUNDUCDARI AND THE SIXTEEN OFFICERS OF POLICE. (83).? ? ? ? ?

x. The King and his Chamberlain's Wife dccccxvii.'This is idle talk,' answered the cook. 'Thou canst not deliver thyself with this, O youth, for that

in thy deliverance is my destruction.' Quoth Selim, 'I swear to thee and give thee the covenant of God (to whom belong might and majesty) and His

bond, that He took of His prophets, that I will not discover thy secret ever.' But the cook answered, saying, 'Away! Away! This may no wise be.'

However, Selim ceased not to conjure him and make supplication to him and weep, while the cook persisted in his intent to slaughter him. Then he

wept and recited the following verses:.Accordingly, the trooper bought him a house near at hand and made therein an underground passage

communicating with his mistress's house. When he had accomplished his affair, the wife bespoke her husband as her lover had lessoned her and he

went out to go to the trooper's house, but turned back by the way, whereupon quoth she to him, 'By Allah, go forthright, for that my sister asketh of

thee.' So the dolt of a fuller went out and made for the trooper's house, whilst his wife forewent him thither by the secret passage, and going up, sat

down beside her lover. Presently, the fuller entered and saluted the trooper and his [supposed] wife and was confounded at the coincidence of the

case. (230) Then doubt betided him and he returned in haste to his dwelling; but she forewent him by the underground passage to her chamber and

donning her wonted clothes, sat [waiting] for him and said to him, 'Did I not bid thee go to my sister and salute her husband and make friends with

them?' Quoth he, 'I did this, but I misdoubted of my affair, when I saw his wife.' And she said, 'Did I not tell thee that she resembleth me and I her,

and there is nought to distinguish between us but our clothes? Go back to her.'.When I awoke and opened my eyes, I found myself [in the open air]

and the raft moored to the bank of the stream, whilst about me were folk of the blacks of Hind. When they saw that I was awake, they came up to

me, to question me; so I rose to them and saluted them. They bespoke me in a tongue I knew not, whilst I deemed myself in a dream, and for the

excess of my joy, I was like to fly and my reason refused to obey me. Then there came to my mind the verses of the poet and I recited,

saying:.Presently, El Abbas looked out of the window of the saloon and saw thereby a house of goodly ordinance, lofty of building and abounding

in chambers, with two upper stories; but therein was no sign of inhabitants. So he said to the merchant, "Indeed, thou exceedest in doing us honour;

but, by Allah, I will not eat of thy victual till thou tell me what is the reason of the emptiness of yonder house." "O my lord," answered the other,

"that was El Ghitrif's house and he was admitted to the mercy of God (79) and left none other heir than myself; so it became mine, and by Allah, if
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thou hast a mind to sojourn in Baghdad, do thou take up thine abode in this house, so thou mayst be in my neighbourhood; for that indeed my heart

inclineth unto thee with love and I would have thee never absent from my sight, so I may still have my fill of thee and hearken to thy speech." El

Abbas thanked him and said to him, "Indeed, thou art friendly in thy speech and exceedest [in courtesy] in thy discourse, and needs must I sojourn

in Baghdad. As for the house, if it like thee, I will abide therein; so take of me its price.".O thou that questionest the lily of its scent, ii. 256..When

Sindbad the Sailor had made an end of his story, all who were present marvelled at that which had befallen him. Then he bade his treasurer give the

porter an hundred mithcals of gold and dismissed him, charging him return on the morrow, with the rest of the folk, to hear the history of his

seventh voyage. So the porter went away to his house, rejoicing; and on the morrow he presented himself with the rest of the guests, who sat down,

as of their wont, and occupied themselves with eating and drinking and merry-making till the end of the day, when their host bade them hearken to

the story of his seventh voyage. Quoth Sindbad the Sailor,.When his brother saw him on this wise, he doubted not but that this had betided him by

reason of severance from his people and family and said to him, 'Come, let us go forth a-hunting.' But he refused to go with him; so the elder

brother went forth to the chase, whilst the younger abode in the pavilion aforesaid. As he was diverting himself by looking out upon the garden

from the window of the palace, behold, he saw his brother's wife and with her ten black slaves and as many slave-girls. Each slave laid hold of a

damsel [and swived her] and another slave [came forth and] did the like with the queen; and when they had done their occasions, they all returned

whence they came. Therewithal there betided the King of Samarcand exceeding wonder and solacement and he was made whole of his malady,

little by little..?STORY OF THE SHARPER AND THE MERCHANTS..165. Ibrahim and Jemileh dcccciii.? ? ? ? ? "How many a cup with

bitterness o'erflowing have I quaffed! I make my moan of woes, whereat it boots not to repine."
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