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CHIRON WAS ALMOST nine thousand miles in diameter, but."Howard Kalens, no doubt about it," Bernard Fallows was saying. "If we've only
got two years to knock the place .. into shape, he's lust the kind of man we need. He knows what he stands for and says so without trying to pander
to publicity-poll whims. And he's got the breeding for the position. You can't make a planetary governor out of any rabble, you how."."You think
that's really a possibility?" Colman asked, looking concerned and doubtful at the same time..again, executing as fast a double take as ever did Asta
the dog and his master, the detective Nick.floor, the brighter fraction of its scales glinting like sequins in the red light.."Now that's a hard
question.".Celia waited for a few minutes to give anybody a chance to come back for something, then stepped from the shower, found the clothes
that Veronica had left, and spent a few minutes putting them on and lacing the boots. Her hair was already fled high from wearing the wig, but she
spent a while studying the cap in the mirror and making some adjustments before she considered herself passable. She was.When the trucker points
toward the restrooms, the cowboys look up and see Curtis a little past the."Who said anything about them? Have you figured out how many sweet
young dollies there must be running around down there?" Sirocco chuckled lasciviously over the intercom. "I bet Swyley has a miraculous recovery
between now and when we go into orbit." Color-blind or not, Corporal Swyley had seen the present situation coming in time to report sick with
stomach cramps just twenty-four hours before D Company was assigned two weeks of Bomb Factory guard 'duty. He was "sick" because he had
reported them during his own time; reporting stomach cramps during the Army's time was diagnosed as malingering..Sterm emitted a sigh of sorely
tried patience. "I will endeavor to spell it out in simple terms," he replied. "This act of clowns has been..."."Don't forget--a round of beers too,"
Colman reminded Sirocco. The girls whooped their approval..Here, now, the hot August darkness. The moon. The stars and the mysteries beyond.
No getaway train.Instead, the man goes to the bathroom sink and switches on a small overhead light. Standing in profile to.the pavement mask
other noises; the desert breeze breaks over him, and in the shells of his ears, this stir.Geneva said, "Well, if it's the police asking after Luki?".from
the reptile's crawlspace, she breathed rapidly, noisily, through her mouth, and her tongue translated.He has a way with dogs, and this one is no
exception. It nuzzles him and then, panting happily, leads him.ONE DOOR AWAY FROM HEAVEN A Bantam BookDecember 2001.mercy, and
his body by now reduced to deformed bones . . .."Something.".this bed..foot and tattoo a pattern of pain on his ankle?all because he doesn't always
proceed exactly in the dog's.GENERAL JOHANNES BORFTEIN'S simple and practical philosophy of life was that everything comes to him who
goes out and looks for it, and if need be, takes it. Nobody was going to give anyone anything for nothing, and nobody kept for very long what he
neglected to defend. The name of the game was Survival. He hadn't made up the roles; they had been written into Nature long before he
existed..know why you can't, too, and that's all right.".smear of something else that said mortal wounds as clearly as a lot of good red gore would
have said it.."That happened with a lot of people," Colman told her. "Things were so messed up after the war. Does it matter?"."Maybe. Who
knows? Let's just hope there aren't too many of them in the Army.".on a forty-eight, that right?" Waiters asked. "Uh-huh." "Any plans?".the
interstate.."I knew they were faithless, shiftless," Geneva continued.."What wouldn't be?" Geneva wondered..Not even a major city, with a fat
budget and crime-busting mayor, could turn out a force of this size and."If your intention was to provoke an offensive response from the Chironians
as a justification for enforcing order, then that hasn't worked either," Kalens returned coolly. "Now we must live with the damage and consider our
alternatives."."I pretend to," Leilani said quietly. "Around Dr. Doom, I play along with his story, all agog over Luki.He grinned at the joke as he,
turned to lead the way. Farnhill didn't seem to appreciate the humor.."And you're Corporal Swyley, who sees things that aren't there," Kath said,
moving round a step. "Your Captain Sirocco told me about your ability. I like him. He told me about the way you ruined the exercise up on the ship
too. I thought it was wonderful.".Bernard's expression was grave and distant. "The radiation blast from an antimatter drive would blow a hole
through a continent of any planet that happened to be nearby if the ship was pointing the wrong way when started up," he whispered half to
himself. "It's been up there in orbit, right under our noses all the time. They've got the biggest radiation projector anybody ever dreamed of-right
there, riding out in space with the Mayflower II. They put kids and comic robots on it, and we never even noticed it.".Bernard stared at him in open
disbelief. "You're not saying she'd simply back down? That's crazy!".And so it was resolved that the first extension of the New Order would be
proclaimed officially on the planet of Chiron, and Howard Kalens would be its minister. He had gained the first toehold of his empire. "It's the
beginning," he told Celia later that night. "Ten years from now it will have become the capital of a whole world. With a."Three SDs and a slightly
plump, middle-aged matron trying to climb over the fence," Hanlon said. "The woman was stuck on the top and making quite a fuss. Now, what do
you imagine they could have been trying to run away from?".income tax on it.".cue from him, the dog slows to a trot, then lowers its head and
slinks forward at his side, more like a cat.In spite of all that she knew about Sinsemilla Maddoc, Geneva cringed from this charge against
the."Coffee?" Geneva inquired..under the chest of drawers..families. He'd been hoping for more kids, lots of kids, so he won't be so easy to spot if
the wrong people."If a chip can do the job, a man's life is probably better spent doing something else anyway.".Sirocco climbed back onto the
platform to stand in front of the sketches that he had been using earlier, and gazed around for a few seconds while he waited for everybody's
attention. "Well, you'll all be pleased to hear that our resident larceny, counterfeiting, and code-breaking expert has proved himself once again," he
announced. "Phases one and four appear to be feasible, as we discussed." To one side and below-the platform, Stanislau turned with a broad, toothy
grin and clasped his hands above his head to acknowledge the chorus of murmured applause and low whistles, rendered enthusiastically, but quietly
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enough not to attract undue attention to the block at that time of the.As far as Borftein could see, with himself and the Army behind him, Kalens
had all the authority he needed-provided, of course, that he won the upcoming election. But after talking to Sterm about it, Kalens had accepted that
an attempt to impose authority over Chiron overtly would risk alienating the Mission's population. A more subtle approach was called for.
"Ultimately, human instincts cling to the known and the familiar," Kalens lectured Borftein later. "A visible commitment to lawfulness as a
alternative to the lawlessness of this planet is the way to maintain cohesiveness. We can't afford to jeopardize that." So Borftein had -agreed to try
playing the game their way, which hinged upon provisions written into the laws to take account of the abnormal circumstances of a twenty-year
voyage through space..The image on the screen drifted to one side as the shuttle swung round to brake with its main engines, and then switched to a
new view as one of the stem cameras was cut in. Colman was squeezed back against his seat for the next two minutes or so, after which the screen
cut back to a noseward view, and a series of topsy-turvy sensations came and went as the flight-control computers brought the ship round once
more for its final approach, using a combination of low-power main drive and side-thrusters to match its position to the motion of the Kuan-yin.
After some minor corrections the shuttle was rotating with the Kuan-yin to give its occupants the feeling that they were lying on their backs, and
nudging itself gently forward and upward to complete the maneuver. The operation went smoothly, and shortly afterward the captain's voice
announced, "Docking confirmed. The boarding party is free to proceed.".firmly fixed in carved-out chunks of jawbone, gums attached.
Nevertheless, though just a boy, he is.dog surely knows what Heaven's like and won't confuse paradise with a good dinner.."What saith thee, young
maiden, in the presence of Cleopatra?" Stopping two steps inside the door,.On their barstools and chairs, the cowboys turned, and with their glares
they herded him toward the.circumference of each iris.."Do him good too," Sirocco declared. "Then they might make him an engineer. But you'll
have a hard time. He's holding out till he's found out what the talent's like on Chiron.".novelists took literary license, but you could trust most of
what you saw in movies, for sure.."They'll say he never existed, that I'm just disturbed and invented him, like an imaginary playmate.".locked. He
rattles it up and down, up and down, insistently, to no effect..murdered family in Colorado. And since he's grown comfortable with this identity,
why change?.After studying his impassive expression for a few seconds, Veronica had said in a low voice, "It is you, isn't it?".In the bathroom
though the far door of the bedroom behind the lounge, Veronica was already stripping off her fatigues and boots, which she then stowed beneath
the towels in the linen closet. By the time the outside door to the suite finally closed to cut off the noises from the house and envelop the rooms in
silence, she was putting on the flight-attendant's uniform except for the shoes. After that she used Celia's things to attend to her makeup..Chapter
22."Of course I do.".and Curtis can't simply tuck her inside his shirt and scramble through one of these less than generous.morning..step too far. I
don't buy the alien abduction for a second."."Gut-feel," Pernak told him "The weapons have to exist. I tell you, I know how these people's minds
work.".A crash rocks the room, rattles cookware. Someone slamming through the swinging door from the."I don't get your attitude."."We've been
having a serious discussion."."I don't know," Brad replied. "I haven't been in on it at the top level. But it's medium-to-long range, and for some
reason it has to be synchronized with the ship's orbital period."."I've got one too," Veronica whispered, bringing her face.Curtis clutches at the hot
dogs. Startled, the man lets go of the bundle. Having claimed the meaty.Outside the Haven of the Lonesome and the Long Forgotten, under trellises
draped with bougainvillea,.When it came to health care, he wasn't a fanatic about specific remedies..Lesley accepted automatically and found
himself looking at the features of Colonel Oordsen, one of Stormbel's staff, looking grim faced and determined, but visibly shaken. "Activate the
intruder defenses, close the inner and outer locks, and have the guard stand to, Major," he ordered. "Any attempted entry from the Spindle before
the locks are closed is to be opposed with maximum force. Report back to me as soon as the bulkhead has been secured, and in any case not later
than in five minutes. Is that understood?".that I think about it, the man who was shot in New Orleans?he was Alec Baldwin.".His confidence is
restored.."He wouldn't believe us:' Lechat said bleakly. "It sounds like the first bluff anyone would try."."I never lost myself.".Instead, she told
herself that now more than ever, she needed her anger, because it was her fiery wrath.with the thingy..He turns right on the dimly lighted dock and
sprints to the end. Four concrete steps lead down to.Veronica came back into the room and began picking up Mrs. Crayford's boxes. "It's all right.
You stay there, Celia. I can manage." She saw the expression on Celia's face and smiled. Her voice dropped to a whisper. "I know--awful,.corner
TV cabinet. A pair of sliding mirrored doors probably conceal a wardrobe jammed full of too.seeking a bench for her knees..symbol of resistance to
oppression, an advocate of freedom, whose teachings?both her philosophy and."Not as much as being shut up inside a box with two people who
can't stand each other," Adam replied. "What sense would that make when they've got a family of a hundred thousand
outside?"."Son-of-a-something, anyway," Anita added. They all laughed.."I'm sorry, sir. He just went down to the lock."."I know all the bemuses.
No need to list them."."Of course," Celia whispered and passed him her glass..single rootlet. I'm homeschooled, currently learning at a
twelfth-grade level." The beer, foaming in the.Bernard shook his head and gestured in the direction of the couple from the Mayflower H, who were
glancing furtively around them while a handling machine by the exit unloaded their carts onto a conveyer that looked as if it' fed down to the level
below. "But look what's happening," he said. "How long can you keep up with that kind of thing? What happens when everyone starts acting like
that?".Sirocco frowned and rubbed his nose. "I'm not convinced. I can't help feeling that he's been set up by somebody else as the fall-guy, and that
the somebody else hasn't come out yet. I think the Chironians believe that too."."When I tell you old Preston is a killer, not a diddler," said Leilani,
"you can't wrap your mind around it. I.hamburger patties, eggs, and mounds of crispy hash browns glistening with oil..use..vehicles, the trucker
says,.Colman's eyebrows arched in surprise. "True, but-wow! I had no idea that anything here was that advanced." Experiments and research into
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harnessing the potential energy release of antimatter had been progressing on Earth since the first quarter of the century, primarily in connection
with weapons programs. The attraction was the theoretical energy yield of bringing matter and antimatter together- one hundred percent conversion
of mass into energy, which dwarfed even thermonuclear fusion. For bombs and as a source of radiation beams, the process had devastating
possibilities, and it had been appreciated for a long time that such a beam would offer a highly effective means of propelling a spacecraft..through
the serried arches of her steepled fingers..Through clenched teeth that squeezed each sibilant into a hiss, she said, "Hag of a witch bitch,
sorcerer's.Surely one of the men will make at least a halfhearted attempt to search for the five bucks..shimmered as if with the spirits of attending
demons..when the driver and his associate stopped to refuel and grab breakfast..though ablaze and frantic to douse the flames. Not a single tongue
of fire could be seen..And then Jay, who had been looking from one to the other, walked back to his father and started to talk persuasively in a low
voice. Bernard hesitated, looked across at Colman again, and then took a deep breath and came haltingly across with lay beside him. "It's been a
long time," he mumbled. His eyes wandered away and then came back to look Colman directly in the face. "Look, Steve, about that time up on the
ship in the pump bay. I, er... I--".Mrs. D?".THE CHIRONIANS' HANDLING of the Padawski incident and the absence of any organized reaction
among them to the initial Terran hysteria led to a widespread inclination among the Terrans privately to absolve the Chironians of blame over the
bombings, but the Terrans avoided thinking about the obvious question which that implied. The aftertaste of guilt and not a little shame left in
many mouths alienated the Terran extremists from the majority, and relations with the Chironians quickly returned to normal. Nevertheless, the
wheels that had been set in motion by the affair continued to turn regardless, and five days later the Territory of Phoenix was declared to
exist..Other days, she might lie here smiling, eyes shining with amusement, occasionally issuing a soft murmur.The bag was folded and sealed.
Noah peeled back the tape, opened the flap, and half extracted a wad.Jay frowned and looked mildly uncomfortable. "Sex?" he hazarded.."What do
you think of that theory, Mrs. D?" Leilani asked with little of her usual humor, but with a quiet.how to cope with that.".As the Chironian and his
son climbed into the ground car on the street side, the woman's eyes met Colman's for an instant. There was no malice in them. "I know," she said
through the window. "You've got a job that you have to do for a little while longer. Don't worry about it. We can use the vacation We'll be back."
Colman managed the shadow of a grin. Seconds later the truck moved away, the robot sitting in the rear, and the groundcar followed, two
wistful.tables bore a candle in an amber-glass holder..The major met his eye firmly. "My duty is to carry out my orders to the best of my ability,"
he replied, avoiding a direct answer. His tone said that he regretted the circumstances as much as anybody, but he couldn't compromise..would find
courage in a bottle. To form a strategy and to follow through successfully with it, she would."Not worth screwing around with," Walters declared.
"With three months to go we might ~just as well cut in the backup and to hell with it. Fix the thing after we get there, when the main drive's not
running. Why lose pounds sweating in trog-suits?'."Your bones get soft.".pendent salty jewels quivered on her lashes, and fresh tears shimmered in
her brown eyes..In the years since, the instrumentation module had sprouted a collection of ancillary structures which had doubled its~ size, the
original fuel tanks near the tail had vanished to be replaced, apparently, by a bundle of huge metal bottles mounted around the central portion of the
connecting boom, and a new assembly of gigantic windings surrounding a tubular housing now formed the tail, culminating in a parabolic reaction
dish reminiscent of the Mayflower H's main drive, though much smaller because of the Kuan-yin's reduced scale. The Mayflower H's designers had
included docking adapters for the shuttles to mate with the Kuan-yin's ports, and the Chironians had retained the original pattern in their
modifications, so the shuttle would be able to connect without problems..toilets strikes him as hilarious, and the combined flow demand causes
plumbing to rattle in the walls.."Anything to publicize what we've said . . . broadcast the facts at Phoenix and up at the Mayflower II over
Chironian communications beams. At least some of the population would hear it . . . the word would soon be spread. . . , I don't know . . . whatever
would bring word to the mod people in the shortest time for greatest effect."."And that would be enough to fix something?".The scene was an
alfresco working-lunch, being held on the terrace of the roof garden atop the Government Center, which crowned the ascending tiers of buildings
forming the central part of the Columbia District. High above, the shutters outside the module's transparent roof had been opened to admit the
almost forgotten phenomenon of natural sunlight, streaming in from Alpha Centauri, as it held a position low in the sky below the nose of the
Spindle while the Mayflower H rotated with its axis kept steady toward it..to survival: Only time matters. The longer he stays free and hidden, the
less likely that he will ever be.Abashed at his nervous bumbling in the face of this man's easy and nonthreatening conversation, the boy.fit. If
anybody ever saw pictures of him with deformities, they'd know it had to be aliens who made him.an electrical current would leap across an arc
between two charged poles.."The proper authorities didn't nail the guy who killed Mrs. D's husband," Leilani said. "She had to track.puke-covered
wino competition for the worst smell outside of a Calcutta sewer.."Ever get the' feeling you were being set up?" Carson of Third Platoon asked
sourly. "If anyone gets it first, guess who.".Colman stood near Hanlon in front of-the Third and Second platoons of D Company and a short
distance behind Sirocco, well to one side of the main Army contingent Only a few of the Company were absent for one reason or another,
conspicuous among them Corporal Swyley, who was in Brigade sick bay and looking forward to a turkey dinner; the standing order for a
spinach-and fish diet had mysteriously erased itself from the administration computer's records. The dietician had been certain he'd seen something
of the sort in there before, but conceded that perhaps he was confusing Swyley with somebody else. Swyley had agreed that there had been
something like that in the records by saying he disagreed, and the dietician had misunderstood and decided to forget 'about the whole thing..Chang
laughed. "It's okay. We won't be going very high, and it'll be more walking than anything else. There won't be anything more risky than maybe a
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few daskrends showing up."."Where do you get this stuff?".Leaving Colonel Oordsen peering out of the screen, Lesley rose and walked through the
door in the steel wall.Colman had been intimately involved with the work on the new drive system as the engineering project leader of a team
working under Bernard Fallows's direction. He had brought Kath and their four-year-old son Alex up to the ship to be present with him at the
unveiling ceremony being held in the main concourse of the new nose section. Many of the faces from five years back were there too, Few of them
had lost contact during that time, but it was rare for so many of them to be in the same place at the same time, except for their annual reunions.
Most of I) Company had assembled for the event-Sirocco, with Shirley and their twin daughters; Hanlon, who now instructed at the martial arts
academy in Franklin, with Janet and their two children; Driscoll, who had taken a rest from his touring magic show, one of Chiron's major
entertainment attractions; Stanislau, now a computer software expert; Swyley, who directed and produced- movies, usually about the American
underworld, along with a couple of the pretty girls who seemed to surround him wherever he went;. . and there were others. Jean Fallows was
heading a research project in biochemistry at the university where Pernak still investigated "small bangs"; Marie was a biology student there too.
Jay, now twenty and with a young son, had built an old-fashioned railroad into Franklin-now a sizable and thriving city-which used full-scale steam
loco.dissolved into weeping?not the genteel tears of a melancholy maiden, but wretched racking sobs.."Ye-es," Bernard said slowly, nodding to
himself. "He'd know the situation, and he'd probably know a safe way through the border even if some trouble breaks out." He began nodding more
strongly. "And we certainly know we can trust him.".market near Albuquerque, New Mexico, on their way to explore the alien enigmas of
Roswell..Sterm nodded slowly as he ticked off the points one by one in his mind, looking at Stormbel coolly, then turned to Gaulitz, one of the
senior scientists, who was sitting with some advisers to one side of the room. "Let us be certain about the Kuan-yin," he said. "The success of the
entire operation is at stake. You are quite sure?".Micky wished this would prove true; but she might be setting herself up for disappointment. Faith
in the.INSIDE THE LOCAL command post behind the Hexagon's armored bulkhead, Major Lesley of the Special Duty Force was still too stunned
by what he had heard to be capable of a coherent reaction for the moment. He stared at the companel where a screen showed a view from the
Columbia District, where the SD guard commander had entered the Communications Center under a truce flag some minutes previously to talk
with Borftein, and tried to separate the conflicting emotions in his head. Captain Jarvis, Lesley's adjutant officer, and Lieutenant Chaurez watched
in silence while around the command post the duty staff averted their eyes and occupied themselves with their own thoughts. His dilemma was not
so much having to choose between conflicting orders for the first time in his life, for their order of precedence was plain enough and he had no duty
to serve somebody who had usurped rank and criminally abused the power of command, but deciding which side he wanted to be on. Though
Borftein was waving the credentials, Stormbel was holding the gun..The dog follows the broken white line that defines this lane of stopped traffic
from the next, and the boy
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