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? ? ? ? ? Quoth I, "Thou overcurtainest the morning with the night;" And she, "Not so; it is the moon that with the dark I shroud.".Presently, up

came the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh and Mesrour and the old woman and entering, found Aboulhusn and his wife both stretched out

[apparently] dead; which when the Lady Zubeideh saw, she wept and said, "They ceased not to bring [ill] news of my slave- girl, till she died;

methinketh Aboulhusn's death was grievous to her and that she died after him." (39). Quoth the Khalif, "Thou shalt not forestall me with talk and

prate. She certainly died before Aboulhusn, for he came to me with his clothes torn and his beard plucked out, beating his breast with two bricks,

and I gave him a hundred dinars and a piece of silk and said to him, 'Go, carry her forth [and bury her] and I will give thee a concubine other than

she and handsomer, and she shall be in stead of her.' But it would appear that her death was no light matter to him and he died after her; (40) so it is

I who have beaten thee and gotten thy stake.".When the king saw this, he cried out and his wife wept in the ship and offered to cast herself into the

sea; but the Magian bade the sailors lay hands on her. So they seized her and it was but a little while ere the night darkened and the ship

disappeared from the king's eyes; whereupon he swooned away for excess of weeping and lamentation and passed his night bewailing his wife and

children..They tell that El Hejjaj (70) once commanded the Master of Police [of Bassora] to go round about [the city] by night, and whomsoever he

found [abroad] after nightfall, that he should strike off his head. So he went round one night of the nights and came upon three youths staggering

from side to side, and on them signs of [intoxication with] wine. So the officers laid hold of them and the captain of the watch said to them, "Who

are ye that ye transgress the commandment of the [lieutenant of the] Commander of the Faithful and come abroad at this hour?" Quoth one of the

youths, "I am the son of him to whom [all] necks (71) abase themselves, alike the nose-pierced (72) of them and the [bone-]breaker; (73) they come

to him in their own despite, abject and submissive, and he taketh of their wealth (74) and of their blood.".? ? ? ? ? If the rose be entitled the pride of

the morn, Before me nor after she wins it, I ween..? ? ? ? ? h. The Thief and the Woman dcccxcix.? ? ? ? ? Deem not, O youth, that I to thee incline;

indeed, no part Have I in those who walk the ways, the children of the tent. (87).54. The Woman whose Hands were cut off for Almsgiving

dcxli.Now I was drunken and my clothes were drenched with the blood; and as I passed along the road, I met a thief. When he saw me, he knew me

and said to me, "Harkye, such an one!" "Well?" answered I, and he said, "What is that thou hast with thee?" So I acquainted him with the case and

he took the head from me. Then we went on till we came to the river, where he washed the head and considering it straitly, said, "By Allah, this is

my brother, my father's son. and he used to spunge upon the folk." Then he threw the head into the river. As for me, I was like a dead man [for

fear]; but he said to me, "Fear not neither grieve, for thou art quit of my brother's blood.".? ? ? ? ? Of me he got not what he sought and brideless

did return, For that estrangement and disdain were pleasing in my sight..They abode thus awhile and presently she said, "Up to now we have not

become drunken; let me pour out." So she took the cup and gave him to drink and plied him with liquor, till he became drunken, when she took him

and carried him into a closet. Then she came out, with his head in her hand, what while I stood silent, fixing not mine eyes on hers neither

questioning her of this; and she said to me, "What is this?" "I know not," answered I; and she said, "Take it and cast it into the river." I obeyed her

commandment and she arose and stripping herself of her clothes, took a knife and cut the dead man's body in pieces, which she laid in three

baskets, and said to me, "Throw them into the river.".So we went with him till he came to the place where my slave had buried the money and dug

there and brought it out; whereat I marvelled with the utmost wonder and we carried it to the prefect's house. When the latter saw the money, he

rejoiced with an exceeding joy and bestowed on me a dress of honour. Then he restored the money straightway to the Sultan and we left the youth

in prison; whilst I said to my slave who had taken the money, "Did yonder young man see thee, what time thou buriedst the money?" "No, by the

Great God!" answered he. So I went in to the young man, the prisoner, and plied him with wine till he recovered, when I said to him, "Tell me how

thou stolest the money." "By Allah," answered he, "I stole it not, nor did I ever set eyes on it till I brought it forth of the earth!" Quoth I, "How so?"

And he said, "Know that the cause of my falling into your hands was my mother's imprecation against me; for that I evil entreated her yesternight

and beat her and she said to me, 'By Allah, O my son, God shall assuredly deliver thee into the hand of the oppressor!' Now she is a pious woman.

So I went out forthright and thou sawest me in the way and didst that which thou didst; and when beating was prolonged on me, my senses failed

me and I heard one saying to me, 'Fetch it.' So I said to you what I said and he (145) guided me till I came to the place and there befell what befell

of the bringing out of the money.".46. The Loves of Budour and Jubeir ben Umeir dlxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? So hath the Merciful towards Hudheifeh driven

you, A champion ruling over all, a lion of great might..Then he bade take her away; so she was carried to her chamber and he sent her a black

slave-girl, with a casket, wherein were three thousand dinars and a carcanet of gold, set with pearls, great and small, and jewels, worth other three

thousand, saying to her, "The slave-girl and that which is with her are a gift from me to thee." When she heard this, she said, "God forbid that I

should be consoled for the love of my lord and my master, though with the earth full of gold!" And she improvised and recited the following

verses:.? ? ? ? ? They have shut out thy person from my sight; They cannot shut thy memory from my spright..Now this letter was written with

ultramarine upon the skin of the hog-deer, the which is goodlier than parchment or paper and inclineth unto yellow, and was to the following effect:

'From the King of Hind, before whom are a thousand elephants and on the battlements of his palace a thousand jewels, [to the Khalif Haroun er

Reshid, greeting]. To proceed: (209) we send thee some small matter of presents, which do thou accept and be to us as a brother and a friend, for

that the love of thee aboundeth in our heart and we would have thee to know that we look to thee for an answer. Indeed, we are sharers with thee in
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love and fear, ceasing (210) never to do thee honour; and for a beginning, we send thee the Book of the Quintessence of Balms and a present after

the measure of that which is fallen to our lot. Indeed, this is unworthy of thy rank, but we beseech thee, O brother, to favour us by accepting it, and

peace be on thee!'.After three days, the old woman came to him and bringing him the [thousand dinars, the] price of the stuffs, demanded the

casket. (122) When he saw her, he laid hold of her and carried her to the prefect of the city; and when she came before the Cadi, he said to her, "O

Sataness, did not thy first deed suffice thee, but thou must come a second time?" Quoth she, "I am of those who seek their salvation (123) in the

cities, and we foregather every month; and yesterday we foregathered." "Canst thou [bring me to] lay hold of them?" asked the prefect; and she

answered, "Yes; but, if thou wait till to-morrow, they will have dispersed. So I will deliver them to thee to-night." Quoth he to her, "Go;" and she

said, "Send with me one who shall go with me to them and obey me in that which I shall say to him, and all that I bid him he shall give ear unto and

obey me therein." So he gave her a company of men and she took them and bringing them to a certain door, said to them, "Stand at this door, and

whoso cometh out to you, lay hands on him; and I will come out to you last of all." "Hearkening and obedience," answered they and stood at the

door, whilst the old woman went in. They waited a long while, even as the Sultan's deputy had bidden them, but none came out to them and their

standing was prolonged. When they were weary of waiting, they went up to the door and smote upon it heavily and violently, so that they came

nigh to break the lock. Then one of them entered and was absent a long while, but found nought; so he returned to his comrades and said to

them,"This is the door of a passage, leading to such a street; and indeed she laughed at you and left you and went away."When they heard his

words, they returned to the Amir and acquainted him with the case, whereby he knew that the old woman was a crafty trickstress and that she had

laughed at them and cozened them and put a cheat on them, to save herself. Consider, then, the cunning of this woman and that which she contrived

of wiles, for all her lack of foresight in presenting herself [a second time] to the draper and not apprehending that his conduct was but a trick; yet,

when she found herself in danger, she straightway devised a shift for her deliverance.'.When the morning morrowed, they found themselves

reduced to a fourth part of their number and there was not one of them had dismounted from his horse. So they made sure of destruction and

Hudheifeh came out between the ranks (now he was reckoned for a thousand cavaliers) and cried out, saying, "Harkye, my masters of Baghdad!

Let none come forth to me but your Amir, so I may talk with him and he with me; and he shall meet me in single combat and I will meet him, and

may he who is void of offence come off safe!" Then he repeated his speech and said, "Why do I not hear your Amir return me an answer?" But

Saad, the amir of the army of Baghdad, [replied not to him], and indeed his teeth chattered in his head, whenas he heard him summon him to single

combat..? ? ? ? ? And whenas the dogs at a fountain have lapped, The lions to drink of the water forbear.".One night, when the night was half spent,

as Selim and Selma sat talking and devising with each other, they heard a noise below the house; so they looked out from a lattice that gave upon

the gate of their father's mansion and saw a man of goodly presence, whose clothes were hidden by a wide cloak, which covered him. He came up

to the gate and laying hold of the door-ring, gave a light knock; whereupon the door opened and out came their sister, with a lighted flambeau, and

after her their mother, who saluted the stranger and embraced him, saying, 'O beloved of my heart and light of mine eyes and fruit of mine entrails,

enter.' So he entered and shut the door, whilst Selim and Selma abode amazed.."There was once a man of Khorassan and he had a son, whose

improvement he ardently desired; but the young man sought to be alone and to remove himself from his father's eye, so he might give himself up to

pleasance and delight. So he sought of his father [leave to make] the pilgrimage to the Holy House of God and to visit the tomb of the Prophet

(whom God bless and keep!). Now between them and Mecca was a journey of five hundred parasangs; but his father could not gainsay him, for that

the law of God made this (178) incumbent on him and because of that which he hoped for him of improvement [therefrom]. So he joined unto him

a governor, in whom he trusted, and gave him much money and took leave of him. The son set out on the holy pilgrimage (179) with the governor

and abode on that wise, spending freely and using not thrift..Beard of the old he-goat, the one-eyed, what shall be, ii. 231..When Tuhfeh beheld

this, she called to mind her lord and wept sore and said, 'I beseech God the Most High to vouchsafe me speedy deliverance, so I may return to my

palace and that my high estate and queendom and glory and be reunited with my lord and master Er Reshid.' Then she walked in that garden and

saw in its midst a dome of white marble, raised on columns of black teak and hung with curtains embroidered with pearls and jewels. Amiddleward

this pavilion was a fountain, inlaid with all manner jacinths, and thereon a statue of gold, and [beside it] a little door. She opened the door and

found herself in a long passage; so she followed it and behold, a bath lined with all kinds of precious marbles and floored with a mosaic of pearls

and jewels. Therein were four cisterns of alabaster, one facing other, and the ceiling of the bath was of glass coloured with all manner colours, such

as confounded the understanding of the folk of understanding and amazed the wit..INTRODUCTION.--Story of King Shehriyar and his

Brother..When she had made an end of her verses, she folded the letter and delivered it to the nurse, who took it and went with it to El Abbas.

When she gave it to him, he took it and breaking it open, read it and apprehended its purport; and when he came to the end of it, he swooned away.

After awhile, he came to himself and said, "Praised be God who hath caused her return an answer to my letter! Canst thou carry her another letter,

and with God the Most High be thy requital?" Quoth she, "And what shall letters profit thee, seeing she answereth on this wise?" But he said,

"Belike, she may yet be softened." Then he took inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? A fair one, to idolaters if she herself

should show, They'd leave their idols and her face for only Lord would know;.King, The Old Woman, the Merchant and the, i. 265..? ? ? ? ? Him

with my life I'd ransom whose rigours waste away My frame and cause me languish; yet, if he would but hear,.There was once in the land [of

Egypt and] the city of Cairo, [under the dynasty] of the Turks, (84) a king of the valiant kings and the exceeding mighty Sultans, by name El Melik
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ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari. (85) He was used to storm the Islamite strongholds and the fortresses of the Coast (86) and the Nazarene

citadels, and the governor of his [capital] city was just to the folk, all of them. Now El Melik ez Zahir was passionately fond of stories of the

common folk and of that which men purposed and loved to see this with his eyes and hear their sayings with his ears, and it befell that he heard one

night from one of his story-tellers (87) that among women are those who are doughtier than men of valour and greater of excellence and that among

them are those who will do battle with the sword and others who cozen the quickest-witted of magistrates and baffle them and bring down on them

all manner of calamity; whereupon quoth the Sultan, 'I would fain hear this of their craft from one of those who have had to do theiewith, so I may

hearken unto him and cause him tell.' And one of the story-tellers said, 'O king, send for the chief of the police of the town.'."There was once a

merchant named Abou Temam, and he was a man of understanding and good breeding, quick-witted and truthful in all his affairs, and he had

wealth galore. Now there was in his land an unjust king and a jealous, and Abou Temam feared for his wealth from this king and said, 'I will

remove hence to another place where I shall not be in fear.' So he made for the city of Ilan Shah and built himself a palace therein and transporting

his wealth thither, took up his abode there. Presently, the news of him reached King Ilan Shah; so he sent to bid him to his presence and said to

him, 'We know of thy coming to us and thine entry under our allegiance, and indeed we have heard of thine excellence and wit and generosity; so

welcome to thee and fair welcome! The land is thy land and at thy commandment, and whatsoever occasion thou hast unto us, it is [already]

accomplished unto thee; and it behoveth that thou be near our person and of our assembly.' Abou Temam prostrated himself to the king and said to

him, 'O king, I will serve thee with my wealth and my life, but do thou excuse me from nearness unto thee, for that, [if I took service about thy

person], I should not be safe from enemies and enviers.' Then he addressed himself to serve the king with presents and largesses, and the king saw

him to be intelligent, well-bred and of good counsel; so he committed to him the ordinance of his affairs and in his hand was the power to bind and

loose..? ? ? ? ? m. The Goldsmith and the Cashmere Singing- girl dlxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? Wherefore fair patience look thou use, for sure 'tis praiseworthy;

Yea, and its issues evermore are blessed and benign;.Journeyman and the Girl, The, ii. 17..? ? ? ? ? Yea, in the night the thought of you still slays

me; Hidden are my traces from the wise men's sight,.38. The Lover who feigned himself a Thief to save his Mistress's Honour dlvii.She abode with

Ins ben Cais twelve years, during which time he was blessed with no children by her; wherefore his breast was straitened, by reason of the failure

of lineage, and he besought his Lord to vouchsafe him a child. Accordingly the queen conceived, by permission of God the Most High; and when

the days of her pregnancy were accomplished, she gave birth to a maid-child, than whom never saw eyes a goodlier, for that her face was as it were

a pure pearl or a shining lamp or a golden (50) candle or a full moon breaking forth of a cloud, extolled be the perfection of Him who created her

from vile water (51) and made her a delight to the beholders! When her father saw her on this wise of loveliness, his reason fled for joy, and when

she grew up, he taught her the art of writing and polite letters (52) and philosophy and all manner of tongues. So she excelled the folk of her time

and overpassed her peers; (53) and the sons of the kings heard of her and all of them desired to look upon her..All who were present were delighted

and the sitting-chamber shook with mirth, and Iblis said, 'Well done, O Tuhfet es Sudour!' Then they gave not over wine-bibbing and rejoicing and

making merry and tambourining and piping till the night waned and the dawn drew near; and indeed exceeding delight entered into them. The most

of them in mirth was the Sheikh Iblis, and for the excess of that which betided him of delight, he put off all that was upon him of coloured clothes

and cast them over Tuhfeh, and among the rest a robe broidered with jewels and jacinths, worth ten thousand dinars. Then he kissed the earth and

danced and put his finger to his arse and taking his beard in his hand, said to her, 'Sing about this beard and endeavour after mirth and pleasance,

and no blame shall betide thee for this.' So she improvised and sang the following verses:.Presently, the king arose from the wine-chamber and

taking his wife by the hand, repaired with her to the chamber in which he slept. He opened the door and entering, saw the youth lying on the bed,

whereupon he turned to his wife and said to her, "What doth this youth here? This fellow cometh not hither but on thine account." Quoth she, "I

have no knowledge of him." With this, the youth awoke and seeing the king, sprang up and prostrated himself before him, and Azadbekht said to

him, "O vile of origin, (102) O lack-loyalty, what hath prompted thee to outrage my dwelling?" And he bade imprison him in one place and the

woman in another..I'm the crown of every sweet and fragrant weed, ii. 255..King Shehriyar marvelled [at this story (146)] and said "By Allah,

verily, injustice slayeth its folk!" (147) And he was edified by that wherewith Shehrzad bespoke him and sought help of God the Most High. Then

said he to her, "Tell me another of thy stories, O Shehrzad; let it be a pleasant one and this shall be the completion of the story-telling." "With all

my heart," answered Shehrzad. "It hath reached me, O august King, that a man once said to his fellows, 'I will set forth to you a means (148) of

security (149) against vexation. (150) A friend of mine once related to me and said, "We attained [whiles] to security (151) against vexation,

(152)and the origin of it was other than this; to wit, it was as follows. (153).So the sharper took the two thousand dinars and made off; and when he

was gone, the merchant said to his friend, the [self-styled] man of wit and intelligence, 'Harkye, such an one! Thou and I are like unto the hawk and

the locust.' 'What was their case?' asked the other; and the merchant said,.She abode awaiting him thus till the end of the month, but discovered no

tidings of him neither happened upon aught of his trace; wherefore she was troubled with an exceeding perturbation and despatching her servants

hither and thither in quest of him, abode in the sorest that might be of grief and concern. When it was the beginning of the new month, she arose in

the morning and bidding cry him throughout the city, sat to receive visits of condolence, nor was there any in the city but betook himself to her, to

condole with her; and they were all concerned for her, nothing doubting but she was a man..? ? ? ? ? The two girls let me down from fourscore

fathoms' height, As swoops a hawk, with wings all open in full flight;.?Story of Ilan Shah and Abou Teman..114. The Angel of Death and the Rich
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King cccclxii.Quoth Shefikeh, "My mistress hath occasion for thee; so come thou with me and I will engage to restore thee to thy dwelling in weal

and safety." But the nurse answered, saying, "Indeed, her palace is become forbidden (103) to me and never again will I enter therein, for that God

(extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) of His favour and bounty hath rendered me independent of her." So Shefikeh returned to her

mistress and acquainted her with the nurse's words and that wherein she was of affluence; whereupon Mariyeh confessed the unseemliness of her

dealing with her and repented, whenas repentance profited her not; and she abode in that her case days and nights, whilst the fire of longing flamed

in her heart..? ? ? ? ? v. The Sharpers with the Money-Changer and the Ass dccccxiv.Then he could brook this no longer; so he went forth from the

dominions of the Commander of the Faithful, under pretence of visiting certain of his kinsmen, and took with him servant nor companion, neither

acquainted any with his intent, but betook himself to the road and fared on into the desert and the sandwastes, knowing not whither he went. After

awhile, he fell in with travellers intending for the land of Hind [and journeyed with them]. When he came thither, he lighted down [in a city of the

cities of the land and took up his abode] in one of the lodging-places; and there he abode a while of days, tasting not food neither solacing himself

with the delight of sleep; nor was this for lack of dirhems or dinars, but for that his mind was occupied with musing upon [the reverses of] destiny

and bemoaning himself for that the revolving sphere had turned against him and the days had decreed unto him the disfavour of our lord the Imam.

(160).Malice, Of Envy and, i. 125.."There was once a king in the land of Teberistan, by name Dadbin, and he had two viziers, called one Zourkhan

and the other Kardan. The Vizier Zourkhan had a daughter, there was not in her time a handsomer than she nor yet a chaster nor a more pious, for

she was a faster, a prayer and a worshipper of God the Most High, and her name was Arwa. Now Dadbin heard tell of her charms; so his heart

clave to her and he called the vizier [her father] and said to him, 'I desire of thee that thou marry me to thy daughter.' Quoth Zourkhan, 'Allow me to

consult her, and if she consent, I will marry thee with her.' And the king said, 'Hasten unto this.'.? ? ? ? ? Yet, if with him forgotten be the

troth-plight of our loves, I have a king who of his grace will not forget me e'er..42. The Loves of Jubeir ben Umeir and the Lady Budour

cccxxvii.When she had made an end of her verses, she considered her affair and said in herself, 'By Allah, all these things have betided by the

ordinance of God the Most High and His providence and this was written and charactered upon the forehead.' Then she landed and fared on till she

came to a spacious place, where she enquired of the folk and hired a house. Thither she straightway transported all that was in the ship of goods and

sending for brokers, sold all that was with her. Then she took part of the price and fell to enquiring of the folk, so haply she might scent out tidings

[of her lost husband]. Moreover, she addressed herself to lavishing alms and tending the sick, clothing the naked and pouring water upon the dry

ground of the forlorn. On this wise she abode a whole year, and every little while she sold of her goods and gave alms to the sick and the needy;

wherefore her report was bruited abroad in the city and the folk were lavish in her praise..? ? ? ? ? r. The Man who saw the Night of Power

dxcvi.This was all the merchant's good; so he said, "O youth, I will play thee another game for the shop." Now the value of the shop was four

thousand dinars; so they played and El Abbas beat him and won his shop, with that which was therein; whereupon the other arose, shaking his

clothes, and said to him, "Up, O youth, and take thy shop." So El Abbas arose and repairing to the shop, took possession thereof, after which he

returned to [the place where he had left] his servant [Aamir] and found there the Amir Saad, who was come to bid him to the presence of the king.

El Abbas consented to this and accompanied him till they came before King Ins ben Cais, whereupon he kissed the earth and saluted him and

exceeded (78) in the salutation. Quoth the king to him, "Whence comest thou, O youth?" and he answered, "I come from Yemen.".Then said he to

them one day, 'There was with us bread and the locusts ate it; so we put in its place a stone, a cubit long and the like broad, and the locusts came

and gnawed away the stone, because of the smell of the bread.' Quoth one of his friends (and it was he who had given him the lie concerning the

dog and the bread and milk), 'Marvel not at this, for mice do more than that.' And he said, 'Go to your houses. In the days of my poverty, I was a

liar [when I told you] of the dog's climbing upon the shelf and eating the bread and spoiling the milk; and to-day, for that I am rich again, I say

sooth [when I tell you] that locusts devoured a stone a cubit long and a cubit broad.' They were confounded at his speech and departed from him;

and the youth's good flourished and his case was amended. (227) Nor," added the vizier,"is this stranger or more extraordinary than the story of the

king's son who fell in love with the picture.".My fortitude fails, my endeavour is vain, ii. 95..? ? ? ? ? Ye sleep; by Allah, sleep comes not to ease

my weary lids; But from mine eyes, since ye have passed away, the blood doth rain..God keep the days of love-delight! How passing sweet they

were! ii. 96.? ? ? ? ? The pitcher then of goblets filled full and brimming o'er With limpid wine we plunder, that pass from friend to friend..When

the damsel had made an end of her song, El Abbas swooned away and they sprinkled on him rose-water, mingled with musk, till he came to

himself, when he called another damsel (now there was on her of linen and clothes and ornaments that which beggareth description, and she was

endowed with brightness and loveliness and symmetry and perfection, such as shamed the crescent moon, and she was a Turkish girl from the land

of the Greeks and her name was Hafizeh) and said to her, "O Hafizeh, close thine eyes and tune thy lute and sing to us upon the days of separation."

She answered him with "Hearkening and obedience" and taking the lute, tuned its strings and cried out from her head, (107) in a plaintive voice,

and sang the following verses:.Then Mesrour carried her to the other end of the sitting-chamber and bound her eyes and making her sit, stood

awaiting a second commandment; whereupon quoth the Lady Zubeideh, "O Commander of the Faithful, with thy permission, wilt thou not

vouchsafe this damsel a share of thy clemency? Indeed, if thou slay her, it were injustice." Quoth he, "What is to be done with her?" And she said,

"Forbear to slay her and send for her lord. If he be as she describeth him in grace and goodliness, she is excused, and if he be not on this wise, then

slay her, and this shall be thy justification against her." (22).? ? ? ? ? Nay, at daybreak I drink of the wind-freshened wine And prostrate me (59)
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instead in the dawn-whitened air..So the girl's owner betook himself to the bazaar, where he found the youth seated at the upper end of the

merchants' place of session, selling and buying and taking and giving, as he were the moon on the night of its full, and saluted him. The young man

returned his salutation and he said to him, "O my lord, be not thou vexed at the girl's speech the other day, for her price shall be less than that

[which thou badest], to the intent that I may propitiate thy favour. If thou desire her for nought, I will send her to thee, or if thou wouldst have me

abate thee of her price, I will well, for I desire nought but what shall content thee; for that thou art a stranger in our land and it behoveth us to

entreat thee hospitably and have consideration for thee." "By Allah," answered the youth, "I will not take her from thee but at an advance on that

which I bade thee for her aforetime; so wilt thou now sell her to me for seventeen hundred dinars?" And the other answered," O my lord, I sell her

to thee, may God bless thee in her.".Thou that the dupe of yearning art, how many a melting wight, iii. 86..6. Story of the Hunchback cii.8. Ali ben

Bekkar and Shemsennehar clxiii.The king gave him leave for this and the vizier betook himself to the queen and said to her, "I am come to thee, on

account of a grave reproach, and I would have thee be truthful with me in speech and tell me how came the youth into the sleeping-chamber."

Quoth she, "I have no knowledge whatsoever [of it]" and swore to him a solemn oath thereof, whereby he knew that she had no knowledge of the

matter and that she was not at fault and said to her, "I will teach thee a device, where- with thou mayst acquit thyself and thy face be whitened

before the king." "What is it?" asked she; and he answered, saying, "When the king calleth for thee and questioneth thee of this, say thou to him,

'Yonder youth saw me in the privy-chamber and sent me a message, saying, "I will give thee a hundred jewels, to whose price money may not

avail, so thou wilt suffer me to foregather with thee." I laughed at him who bespoke me with these words and rebuffed him; but he sent again to me,

saying, "An thou fall not in with my wishes, I will come one of the nights, drunken, and enter and lie down in the sleeping-chamber, and the king

will see me and kill me; so wilt thou be put to shame and thy face will be blackened with him and thine honour abased."' Be this thy saying to the

king, and I will presently go to him and repeat this to him." Quoth the queen, "And I also will say thus.".? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Old Man's Story

ii.Twelfth Officer's Story, The, ii. I79..So she sent for him in private and said to him, 'I purpose to do thee a service, so thou canst but keep a secret.'

He promised her all that she desired and she discovered to him her secret in the matter of her daughter, saying, 'I will marry thee to her and commit

to thee the governance of her affair and make thee king and ruler over this city.' He thanked her and promised to uphold all that she should order

him, and she said to him, 'Go forth to such an one of the neighbouring provinces privily.' So he went forth and on the morrow she made ready bales

and gear and presents and bestowed on him a great matter, all of which they loaded on the backs of camels..When the two young men presented

themselves before him and set forth their case to him and to the folk and the king heard their speech, he knew them and his heart was like to fly for

joyance in them: the tears poured from his eyes at their sight and that of his wife, and he thanked God the Most High and praised Him for that He

had reunited [him with] them. Then he dismissed the folk who were present about him and bade commit the Magian and the woman and the two

youths to his armoury (65) [for the night], commanding that they should keep guard over them till God caused the morning morrow, so he might

assemble the cadis and the judges and assessors and judge between them, according to the Holy Law, in the presence of the four cadis. So they did

his bidding and the king passed the night praying and praising God the Most High for that which He had vouchsafed him of kingship and puissance

and victory over (66) him who had wronged him and thanking Him who had reunited him with his family..SHEHRZAD AND SHEHRIYAR.

(163).? ? ? ? ? Fain, fain would I forget thy love. Alack, my heart denies To be consoled, and 'gainst thy wrath nought standeth me in stead.."Leave

the mention of him. Who is at the door?" Quoth Adi, "El Akhwes el Ansari." (54) "God the Most High put him away and estrange him from His

mercy!" cried Omar. "Is it not he who said, berhyming on a man of Medina his slave-girl, so she might outlive her master ... ?" [And he repeated

the following line:].? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Officer's Story dccccxxxiv.Now the old woman had

heard from the folk of the lady who gave alms to the sick, and indeed [the news of] her bounties reached both poor and rich; so she arose and

bringing out Selim to the door of her house, laid him on a mat and wrapped him in a mantle and sat over against him. Presently, it befell that the

charitable lady passed by them, which when the old woman saw, she rose to her and offered up prayers for her, saying, 'O my daughter, O thou to

whom pertain goodness and beneficence and charity and almsdoing, know that this young man is a stranger, and indeed want and vermin and

hunger and nakedness and cold slay him.' When the lady heard this, she gave her alms of that which was with her; and indeed her heart inclined

unto Selim, [but she knew him not for her husband]..Lackpenny and the Cook, The, i. 9..Precipitation, Of the Ill Effects of, i. 98.? ? ? ? ? The

camel-leader singing came with the belov'd; our wish Accomplished was and we were quit of all the railers' prate..? ? ? ? ? Whenas he runs, his feet

still show like wings, (140) and for the wind When was a rider found, except King Solomon it were? (141).Therewithal Queen Es Shuhba was

moved to exceeding delight and said, 'Well done, O queen of delight! None can avail to describe thee. Sing to us on the apple,' Quoth Tuhfeh,

'Hearkening and obedience.' Then she improvised and sang the following verses:.The Twenty-First Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? Light of mine

eyes, my hope, my wish, my thirsting eyes With looking on thy face can never sate their drought..As the eunuch was speaking with the king,

behold, the damsel raised a corner of the curtain that shut in the litter, so she might look upon the speaker, and saw the king. When Azadbekht

beheld her and noted her fashion and her loveliness (and indeed never set story-teller (95) eyes on her like,) his soul inclined to her and she took

hold upon his heart and he was ravished by her sight. So he said to the eunuch, "Turn the mule's head and return, for I am King Azadbekht and I

will marry her myself, for that Isfehend her father is my vizier and he will accept of this affair and it will not be grievous to him." "O king,"

answered the eunuch, "may God prolong thy continuance, have patience till I acquaint my lord her father, and thou shalt take her in the way of
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approof, for it befitteth thee not neither is it seemly unto thee that thou take her on this wise, seeing that it will be an affront to her father if thou

take her without his knowledge." Quoth Azadbekht, "I have not patience [to wait] till thou go to her father and return, and no dishonour will betide

him, if I marry her." "O my lord," rejoined the eunuch, "nought that is done in haste is long of durance nor doth the heart rejoice therein; and indeed

it behoveth thee not to take her on this foul wise. Whatsoever betideth thee, destroy not thyself with [undue] haste, for I know that her father's

breast will be straitened by this affair and this that thou dost will not profit thee." But the king said, "Verily, Isfehend is [my boughten] servant and

a slave of my slaves, and I reck not of her father, if he be vexed or pleased." So saying, he drew the reins of the mule and carrying the damsel,

whose name was Behrjaur, to his house, married her..? ? ? ? ? Would he were not, who sundered us upon the parting-day! How many a body hath

he slain, how many a bone laid bare!.When the king heard this, wonderment gat hold of him and his admiration for the vizier redoubled; so he bade

him go to his house and return to him [on the morrow], according to his wont. Accordingly, the vizier withdrew to his lodging, where he passed the

night and the ensuing day..Mariyeh, El Abbas and, iii. 53..On this wise we abode a whole year, at the end of which time she was absent (185) from

me a month's space, wherefore fire raged in my heart on her account. When it was the next month, behold, a little eunuch presented himself to me

and said, "I am a messenger to thee from such an one," [naming my mistress], "who giveth thee to know that the Commander of the Faithful hath

sentenced her to be drowned, her and those who are with her, six-and-twenty slave-girls, on such a day at Deir et Tin, (186) for that they have

confessed against one another of lewdness, and she biddeth thee look how thou mayst do with her and how thou mayst contrive to deliver her, even

if thou gather together all her money and spend it upon her, for that this is the time of manhood." (187) Quoth I, "I know not this woman; belike it

is other than I [to whom this message is addressed]; so beware, O eunuch, lest thou cast me into stress." Quoth he, "Behold, I have told thee [that

which I had to say,"] and went away, leaving me in concern [on her account]..? ? ? ? ? He shot me with the shafts of looks launched from an

eyebrow's (138) bow; A chamberlain (139) betwixt his eyes hath driven me to despair..Uselessness of Endeavour against Persistent Ill Fortune, Of

the, i. 70.When the king heard this from the vizier, he bade him go away [and he withdrew to his house]..There was once, of old days and in

bygone ages and times, in the city of Baghdad, the Abode of Peace, a king mighty of estate, lord of understanding and beneficence and liberality

and generosity, and he was strong of sultanate and endowed with might and majesty and magnificence. His name was Ins ben Cais ben Rebiya es

Sheibani, (47) and when he took horse, there rode unto him [warriors] from the farthest parts of the two Iraks. (48) God the Most High decreed that

he should take to wife a woman hight Afifeh, daughter of Ased es Sundusi, who was endowed with beauty and grace and brightness and perfection

and justness of shape and symmetry; her face was like unto the new moon and she had eyes as they were gazelle's eyes and an aquiline nose like

the crescent moon. She had learned horsemanship and the use of arms and had thoroughly studied the sciences of the Arabs; moreover, she had

gotten by heart all the dragomanish (49) tongues and indeed she was a ravishment to mankind..When they reached the city, the king heard of their

coming and commanded that they should attend him with what befitted [of their merchandise]. So they presented themselves before him, [and the

boy with them,] whom when the king saw, he said to them, "To whom belongeth this boy?" And they answered, "O king, we were going in such a

road, when there came out upon us a sort of robbers; so we made war upon them and overcame them and took this boy prisoner. Then we

questioned him, saying, 'Who is thy father?' and he answered, 'I am the captain's son of the thieves.'" Quoth the king, "I would fain have this boy."

And the captain of the caravan said, "God maketh thee gift of him, O king of the age, and we all are thy slaves." Then the king dismissed [the

people of] the caravan and let carry the youth into his palace and he became as one of the servants, what while his father the king knew not that he

was his son. As time went on, the king observed in him good breeding and understanding and knowledge (100) galore and he pleased him; so he

committed his treasuries to his charge and straitened the viziers' hand therefrom, commanding that nought should be taken forth therefrom except

by leave of the youth. On this wise he abode a number of years and the king saw in him nought but fidelity and studiousness in well-doing..31. The

City of Lebtait dxxxii.?STORY OF THE KING AND HIS CHAMBERLAIN'S WIFE..? ? ? ? ? Indeed, your long estrangement hath caused my

bowels yearn. Would God I were a servant in waiting at your door!.There was once, in a city of Hind, a just and beneficent king, and he had a

vizier, a man of understanding, just in his judgment, praiseworthy in his policy, in whose hand was the governance of all the affairs of the realm;

for he was firmly stablished in the king's favour and high in esteem with the folk of his time, and the king set great store by him and committed

himself to him in all his affairs, by reason of his contrivance for his subjects, and he had helpers (253) who were content with him..Merry Jest of a

Thief, A, ii. 186..50. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Merchant's Sister Night ccxlvi.? ? ? ? ? g. King Bihkerd cccclxiv.? ? ? ? ? b. The Falcon and the

Birds clii.Officer's Story, The Fifth, ii. 144..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fox and the Wild Ass dcxi.(Quoth Abdallah ben Nan) So I became his boon-companion

and entertained him by night [with stories and the like]; and this pleased him to the utmost and he took me into especial favour and bestowed on me

dresses of honour and assigned me a separate lodging; brief, he was everywise bountiful to me and could not brook to be parted from me a single

hour. So I abode with him a while of time and every night I caroused with him [and entertained him], till the most part of the night was past; and

when drowsiness overcame him, he would rise [and betake himself] to his sleeping-place, saying to me, "Forsake not my service for that of another

than I and hold not aloof from my presence." And I made answer with "Hearkening and obedience.".When the king heard this, his anger subsided

and he said, "Carry him back to prison till to-morrow, to we may look into his affair.".8. Noureddin Ali and the Damsel Enis el Jelii cxcix.76. The

Khalif El Hakim and the Merchant ccclxxxix.Moreover, King Shehriyar summoned chroniclers and copyists and bade them write all that had

betided him with his wife, first and last; so they wrote this and named it "The Stories of the Thousand Nights and One Night." The book came to
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(195) thirty volumes and these the king laid up in his treasury. Then the two kings abode with their wives in all delight and solace of life, for that

indeed God the Most High had changed their mourning into joyance; and on this wise they continued till there took them the Destroyer of Delights

and Sunderer of Companies, he who maketh void the dwelling-places and peopleth the tombs, and they were translated to the mercy of God the

Most High; their houses were laid waste and their palaces ruined and the kings inherited their riches..Presently, there came in upon us a spunger,

without leave, and we went on playing, whilst he played with us. Then quoth the Sultan to the Vizier, "Bring the spunger who cometh in to the folk,

without leave or bidding, that we may enquire into his case. Then will I cut off his head." So the headsman arose and dragged the spunger before

the Sultan, who bade cut off his head. Now there was with them a sword, that would not cut curd; (151) so the headsman smote him therewith and

his head flew from his body. When we saw this, the wine fled from our heads and we became in the sorriest of plights. Then my friends took up the

body and went out with it, that they might hide it, whilst I took the head and made for the river..? ? ? ? ? His eyelids' sorcery from mine eyes hath

banished sleep; since he From me departed, nought see I except a drowsy fair. (137).? ? ? ? ? Unto me the world's whole gladness is thy nearness

and thy sight; All incumbent thy possession and thy love a law of right..Would God upon that bitterest day, when my death calls for me, i. 47.33.

Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Barber-Surgeon dxxxiv.Porter, Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the, iii. 199.The servant said no more to him, but,

when it was morning, he acquainted a number of the king's servants with this and they said, 'This is an opportunity for us. Come let us assemble

together and acquaint the king with this, so the young merchant may lose favour with him and he rid us of him and we be at rest from him.' So they

assembled together and going in to the king, said to him, 'We have a warning we would give thee.' Quoth he, 'And what is your warning?' And they

said, 'Yonder youth, the merchant, whom thou hast taken into favour and whose rank thou hast exalted above the chiefs of the people of thy

household, we saw yesterday draw his sword and offer to fall upon thee, so he might slay thee.' When the king heard this, his colour changed and

he said to them, 'Have ye proof of this?' Quoth they, 'What proof wouldst thou have? If thou desire this, feign thyself drunken again this night and

lie down, as if asleep, and watch him, and thou wilt see with thine eyes all that we have named to thee.'.91. The Loves of Abou Isa and Curret el

Ain dclxxviii.Man who was lavish of House and Victual to One whom he knew not, The, i 293..? ? ? ? ? b. The Cook's Story (238) cxxi
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