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stories from Semel. Enlad has its glorious history, and Havnor its wealth, and Paln its ill.When he came home he had a three-year-old daughter

with him. He turned her over to the housekeeper.Otter's breath was coming hard. Hound put his hand on Otter's hand for a moment, said, "Don't

worry," and got to his feet. "Rest easy," he said..the Kargad Lands, bearing the Bond Ring as pledge of his king's sincerity, he came to Hupun as

the.That had been their signal, summer nights, when they sneaked out to meet in the willow grove down."I am not ashamed," Irian said. She looked

at them all. She felt that she should thank them for their courtesy but the words would not come. She nodded stiffly to them, turned round, and

strode out of the room.."In the Inmost Sea, on the Isle of the Wise, on Roke Island, where all magery is taught, there are.thinking by his height he

was a child, and then saw the small breasts. It was a woman. She was."Many claimed Maharion's throne, but none could keep it, and the quarrels of

the claimants divided.distrust of him. She was easy with him. He meant no harm to her. She thought there was kindness in."The Hoary Men!" said

Irian, staring openly at him. All Daisy's ballads of the Hoary Men who."It isn't right. It isn't my true name! I thought my name would make me be

me. But this makes it worse. You got it wrong. You're only a witch. You did it wrong. It's his name. He can have it. He's so proud of it, his stupid

domain, his stupid grandfather. I don't want it. I won't have it. It isn't me. I still don't know who I am. I'm not Irian!" She fell silent abruptly, having

spoken the name..He looked his question..whisper..Time passed as always in the Grove, not passing at all it seemed, yet gone, the day gone

quietly.She looked at the door of the bedroom. It opened and he stood there, thin and tired, his dark eyes full of sleep and bewilderment and

pain..And these may be true temptations to the wizard! It's a wonderful thing to fly on the wings of a.and ship traffic dwindled under piracy, cities

and towns withdrew inside defensive walls; arts,.in something that shone like phosphorized metal. The fabric clung to her: she was as if

naked..right? They sent you here as a dowser. If you're a good dowser you'll feed well and sleep easy.."I don't understand."."Well, that won't do,"

said the stranger pleasantly. "I can't be bringing on a birth untimely. Is.After a long time the young man said, "What else can I do?".fate had shaken

him. There was something mysterious in it, some element or some person missing..knew why he had never sought reconciliation with his

father..way in that great other kitchen long ago. But since he had been traveling about in Earthsea he had.leaves say is change, change... Everything

will change but them." He looked up into the trees.There's an old pallet in the woodhouse. Air it. Don't bring mice in with it." And he stalked

off.then slept suddenly and deeply. She woke as suddenly when the east was just getting light. She.THE KINGS OF ENLAD.Labby's band!" cried

the pretty girl nearest Diamond. "Come on, they're the best!"."That's very clever," Golden said.."To drink? Nothing, thank you.".where Otter had

taken Licky the first day he was there. It was late autumn now. The shrubs and."You're welcome," she said, and hoisted whatever it was into a

massive pottery bowl, and wiped her.nursery, until driven back into the west by Ged. But the marauding dragons of the Lay and the.That gave her

pause. She stood silent. "It's the name the witch Rose of my village on Way gave me,.The Hearst Corporation.direct, all escals from the third up. .

." a singsong female voice recited..A wave of pedestrians caught me up; jostled, I moved forward         in the crowd. It took a."There's nobody in

the village could change that," she said. She looked up into his face for a."Thank you," he said, opening the gate for the heifer, who went to greet

her mother, while he.you know what we call him in the secrecy of his palace?"."And it was useful knowledge," Tern said. "How can people be

anything but ignorant when knowledge.village, hurling her father's curses at the dogs, who, crazy with excitement at his shouting,.It was peaceful

here with the woman and the cat. He had come to a good house.."If it's a real gift, an unusual capacity, that's even more true. A witch with her love

potions.of Geath to the east was a galley carrying whale oil to O Port. He had heard talk of the Closed.the Archipelagan year 1058..long, and on his

breast lay the rune-ring broken..Fanian vines on the south hill, Birch said, "A wizard of Roke doesn't lower himself to such stuff..about Medra,

since he went under many names, seldom if ever calling himself Otter any more.."Tailoring?"."But power - like you told me about - that .isn't the

same as making people do what you want, or.the West Reach, Selidor. There, on the outer beach, both exhausted, they faced each other and.have a

good time, go to the real, dance, play tereo, do sports, swim, fly -- whatever one wants.".that of finishing the last bite of a perfectly ripe pear..they

have to be, dealing with such powers and evils as they do. But he is a true man, and kind.".quieted. From it something rose, coming close, coming

clear, the image he had seen down in the.haze, now by a nearly white one. That was all, that was how the city looked; I tried to find

streets,.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (32 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30

AM]."Sorcerers are nothing to him. He means I could be a wizard. Do magery. Not just witchcraft.".by.".The weather was fair for once: a

following wind, a blue sky lively with little white clouds, the mild sunlight of late spring. They made good way from Geath. Late in the afternoon

he heard the master say to the helmsman, "Keep her south tonight so we don't raise Roke.".Early looked at him once. Hound's mouth snapped shut

and stayed shut..betrayed me.".The deeds and lays that tell of raids by dragons and counterforays by wizards portray the dragons as pitiless as any

wild animal, terrifying, unpredictable, yet intelligent, sometimes wiser than the wizards. Though they speak the True Speech, they are endlessly

devious. Some of them clearly enjoy battles of wits with wizards, "splitting arguments with a forked tongue." Like human beings, all but the

greatest of them conceal their true names. In the lay Hasa's Voyage, the dragons appear as formidable but feeling beings, whose anger at the

invading human fleet is justified by their love of their own desolate domain. They address the hero:.we need to know." The Doorkeeper's tone was

equally sober, and his smile was gone. "I think this."Silence is not enough, my lord," said one who had not spoken before. To Irian's eyes he was

very."But that's. . . you think that I keep all these bottles here, in my apartment?".asked Tern to take her to see her family, mother and sister and
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two sons; he would leave Mote with.do it, he denied his death. So he denies life."."Nais. How old are you?"."We knew there was a great gift in

her," Ayo said, and then fell silent for a while. "We didn't know how to teach her. There are no teachers left on the mountain. King Losen's wizards

destroy the sorcerers and witches. There's no one to turn to.".four or five times a day, it'll heal clean, I'm sorry." She said the last honestly,

though.say?" he asked, reluctant..their listening silence, and rested there for days, and came back to him changed..the other in honour of King

Lebannen. "Hello, little namesakes," he told them when he was

alone.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (94 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31

AM].Grove. Enough to keep even you from being restless. Why north?".The boy was in fact a workman of the first order, carpenter, cabinetmaker,

stonelayer, roofer; he had proved that when he lived up here as Dulse's student, and his life with the rich folk of Gont Port had not softened his

hands. He brought the boards from Sixth's mill in Re Albi, driving Gammer's ox-team; he laid the floor and polished it the next day, while the old

wizard was up at Bog Lake gathering simples. When Dulse came home there it was, shining like a dark lake itself. "Have to wash my feet every

time I come in," he grumbled. He walked in gingerly. The wood was so smooth it seemed soft to the bare sole. "Satin," he said. "You didn't do all

that in one day without a spell or two. A village hut with a palace floor. Well, it'll be a sight, come winter, to see the fire shine in that! Or do I have

to get me a carpet now? A fleecefell, on a golden warp?".listless with the heat, scrawny, staring without much interest at the strangers. Tern had

walked.speech was also strange, stiff and somehow deformed. "Silence is the answer to everything, and to."I don't see why," she said. "My mother

can cure a fever and ease a childbirth and find a lost.witches a year's earnings for the promise of a healthy boy, and a rich man touch his gold-.She

looked at him and at the Doorkeeper and said nothing.."Why would you come to the Marsh?" she asked. She had a right to ask, having taken him

in, yet she felt a discomfort in pressing the question..the farmlands of the slopes of Mount Onn, nothing ever changes much. There a song worth

singing is.though little exercised, was absolute. In their hands lay the fate of the long-kingless kingdom of.them craving power and more power,

striving to be strongest. At any rate, as the years went on he.first sign of Otter's gift, when he was two or three years old, was his ability to go

straight to.The winter passed by, and the cold early spring, and with the warm late spring came a letter from his mother, brought by a carter.

Diamond read it and took it to Master Hemlock, saying, "My mother wonders if I might spend a month at home this summer.".mud and reeds, with

one vague, boggy path to the water, and no track on that but goat-hoofs. The.He snorted. I felt drops of his saliva, and before I had time to be

terrified he butted me in.it thickened and darkened, creeping out over the slow waves..The art begins and ends in naming. But that's not your gift.

You have a poor memory for words. You."Bring the boys, then," Early said with deadly patience..steer quite true..fall now. Will it make any

difference? Will the slaves go free? Will beggars eat? Will justice be.Beneath a dome supported by cracked, dumbling columns stood a woman, as

though she.collided with another, then thinned out; everyone was getting into an open carriage; no, it was.her clothes, and pulled them on, still

swearing - "You coward wizard! You traitorous son of a.house. San's wife wept aloud up and down the street. "Bad cess! Bad cess!" she cried. "Oh,

my babe.name. The knowledge can be evoked and the gift received only under certain conditions, at the.understood as "people" or "human beings,"

alath. This word is by etymology (from the True Runes.pressed, and into my palm fell a colored, translucent tube, slightly warm. I shook it, held it

up to.the fountain..buildings, windowless, black, seemingly lifeless, for they were without more than light -- not the.They walked without light

except for the faint werelight Gelluk sent before them. They went through long-disused levels, yet the wizard seemed to know every step, or

perhaps he did not know the way and was wandering without heed. He talked, turning sometimes to Otter to guide him or warn him, then going on,

talking on..was leaping up and down, a frog? a toad? a big cricket? He went out into the garden and came up
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