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STORY OF THE PIOUS WOMAN ACCUSED OF LEWDNESS..Merry Jest of a Thief, A, ii. 186..? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Chief of the Boulac

Police dcv.The Third Night of the Month.Then said Shehrzad, "They avouch, O king, (but God [alone] knowest the secret things,) that.When she

heard their words, in the presence of the folk, she said, 'Praise be to God, the King who availeth unto all things, and blessing upon His prophets and

apostles!' Then quoth she [to the assembly], ' Bear witness, O ye who are present, to these men's speech, and know that I am that woman whom

they confess that they wronged.' And she turned to her husband's brother and said to him, 'I am thy brother's wife and God (extolled be His

perfection and exalted be He I) delivered me from that whereinto thou castedst me of false accusation and suspect and from the frowardness

whereof thou hast spoken, and [now] hath He shown forth my innocence, of His bounty and generosity. Go, for thou art absolved of the wrong thou

didst me.' Then she prayed for him and he was made whole of his sickness..Then we sat down on the edge of the estrade and presently I espied a

closet beside me; so I looked into it and my friend said to me, 'What seest thou?' Quoth I, 'I see therein good galore and bodies of murdered folk.

Look.' So he looked and said, 'By Allah, we are lost men!' And we fell a-weeping, I and he. As we were thus, behold, there came in upon us, by the

door at which we had entered, four naked men, with girdles of leather about their middles, and made for my friend. He ran at them and dealing one

of them a buffet, overthrew him, whereupon the other three fell all upon him. I seized the opportunity to escape, what while they were occupied

with him, and espying a door by my side, slipped into it and found myself in an underground chamber, without window or other issue. So I gave

myself up for lost and said, 'There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Supreme!' Then I looked to the top of the vault and

saw in it a range of glazed lunettes; so I clambered up for dear life, till I reached the lunettes, and I distracted [for fear]. I made shift to break the

glass and scrambling out through the frames, found a wall behind them. So I bestrode the wall and saw folk walking in the road; whereupon I cast

myself down to the ground and God the Most High preserved me, so that I reached the earth, unhurt. The folk flocked round me and I acquainted

them with my story..When it was the seventh day, the seventh vizier, whose name was Bihkemal, came in to the king and prostrating himself to

him, said, "O king, what doth thy long-suffering with this youth advantage thee? Indeed the folk talk of thee and of him. Why, then, dost thou

postpone the putting him to death?" The vizier's words aroused the king's anger and he bade bring the youth. So they brought him before him,

shackled, and Azadbekht said to him, "Out on thee! By Allah, after this day there abideth no deliverance for thee from my hand, for that thou hast

outraged mine honour, and there can be no forgiveness for thee.".As they abode thus on the fourth day, behold, a company of folk giving their

beasts the rein and crying aloud and saying, "Quick! Quick! Haste to our rescue, O King!" Therewithal the king's chamberlains and officers

accosted them and said to them, "What is behind you and what hath befallen you?" Quoth they, "Bring us before the king." [So they carried them to

Ins ben Cais;] and when they saw him, they said to him, "O king, except thou succour us, we are dead men; for that we are a folk of the Benou

Sheiban, (67) who have taken up our abode in the parts of Bassora, and Hudheifeh the Arab (68) hath come down on us with his horses and his men

and hath slain our horsemen and carried off our women and children; nor was one saved of the tribe but he who fled; wherefore we crave help

[first] by God the Most High, then by thy life.".When she had made an end of her song, Queen Es Shuhba arose and said, 'Never heard I from any

the like of this.' And she drew Tuhfeh to her and fell to kissing her. Then she took leave of her and flew away; and all the birds took flight with her,

so that they walled the world; whilst the rest of the kings tarried behind..Full many a man incited me to infidelity, i. 205..85. Isaac of Mosul and the

Merchant dclxx.Officer's Story, The Second, ii. 134..? ? ? ? ? Nay, at daybreak I drink of the wind-freshened wine And prostrate me (59) instead in

the dawn-whitened air..120. The Pious Black Slave cccclxvii.87. El Mamoun and the Pyramids of Egypt cccxcviii.113. The Angel of Death with

the Proud King and the Devout Man cccclxii.Nor," added the vizier, "is this, O king of the age, more extraordinary or stranger than the story of the

king and his chamberlain's wife; nay, the latter is rarer than this and more delightsome.".Now the king was seated at the lattice, hearkening to their

talk, and Abou Sabir's words angered him; so he bade bring him before him and they brought him forthright. Now there was in the king's palace an

underground dungeon and therein a vast deep pit, into which the king caused cast Abou Sabir, saying to him, 'O lackwit, now shall we see how

thou wilt come forth of the pit to the throne of the kingdom.' Then he used to come and stand at the mouth of the pit and say, 'O lackwit, O Abou

Sabir, I see thee not come forth of the pit and sit down on the king's throne!' And he assigned him each day two cakes of bread, whilst Abou Sabir

held his peace and spoke not, but bore with patience that which betided him..To return to El Abbas, when he alighted from his charger, he put off

his harness of war and rested awhile; after which he brought out a shirt of Venetian silk and a gown of green damask and donning them, covered

himself with a turban of Damietta stuff and girt his middle with a handkerchief. Then he went out a-walking in the thoroughfares of Baghdad and

fared on till he came to the bazaar of the merchants. There he found a merchant, with chess before him; so he stood watching him and presently the

other looked up at him and said to him, "O youth, what wilt thou stake upon the game?" And he answered, "Be it thine to decide." "Then be it a

hundred dinars," said the merchant, and El Abbas consented to him, whereupon quoth he, "O youth, produce the money, so the game may be fairly

stablished." So El Abbas brought out a satin purse, wherein were a thousand dinars, and laid down an hundred dinars therefrom on the edge of the

carpet, whilst the merchant did the like, and indeed his reason fled for joy, whenas he saw the gold in El Abbas his possession..The young man

marvelled at his story and lay the night with him; and when he arose in the morning, he found his strays. So he took them and returning [to his

family.], acquainted them with what he had seen and that which had betided him. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more marvellous or rarer than the
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story of the king who lost kingdom and wealth and wife and children and God restored them unto him and requited him with a kingdom more

magnificent than that which he had lost and goodlier and rarer and greater of wealth and elevation.".? ? ? ? ? y. The foul-favoured Man and his Fair

Wife dccccxviii.There was once a man hight Khelbes, who was a lewd fellow, a calamity, notorious for this fashion, and he had a fair wife,

renowned for beauty and loveliness. A man of his townsfolk fell in love with her and she also loved him. Now Khelbes was a crafty fellow and full

of tricks, and there was in his neighbourhood a learned man, to whom the folk used to resort every day and he told them stories and admonished

them [with moral instances]; and Khelbes was wont to be present in his assembly, for the sake of making a show before the folk..As for the king, he

arose in haste and disguising himself, repaired to the house of Firouz and knocked at the door. Quoth Firouz's wife, "Who is at the door?" And he

answered, saying, "I am the king, thy husband's master." So she opened the door and he entered and sat down, saying, "We are come to visit thee."

Quoth she, "I seek refuge [with God] from this visitation, for indeed I deem not well thereof." And the king said, "O desire of hearts, I am thy

husband's master and methinks thou knowest me not." "Nay," answered she, "I know thee, O my lord and master, and I know thy purpose and that

which thou seekest and that thou art my husband's lord. I understand what thou wishest, and indeed the poet hath forestalled thee in his saying of

the following verses, in reference to thy case:.Therewithal Queen Es Shuhba rejoiced and all who were present rejoiced also and admired her

speech and fell to kissing her; and when she had made an end of her song, Queen Kemeriyeh said to her, 'O my sister, ere thou go to thy palace, I

would fain bring thee to look upon El Anca, daughter of Behram Gour, whom El Anca, daughter of the wind, carried off, and her beauty; for that

there is not her match on the face of the earth.' And Queen Es Shuhba said, 'O Kemeriyeh, I [also] have a mind to see her.' Quoth Kemeriyeh, 'I saw

her three years agone; but my sister Wekhimeh seeth her at all times, for that she is near unto her, and she saith that there is not in the world a fairer

than she. Indeed, this Queen El Anca is become a byword for loveliness and proverbs are made upon her beauty and grace' And Wekhimeh said,

'By the mighty inscription [on the seal-ring of Solomon], there is not her like in the world!' Then said Queen Es Shuhba, 'If it needs must be and the

affair is as ye say, I will take Tuhfeh and go with her [to El Anca], so she may see her.'.? ? ? ? ? When in the sitting-chamber we for merry-making

sate, With thine eyes' radiance the place thou didst illuminate."Forget him," quoth my censurers, "forget him; what is he?" iii. 42..? ? ? ? ? b. The

Second Calender's Story xl.When Tuhfeh heard this, she gave a great cry, that the folk heard her and Kemeriyeh said, 'Relief is at hand.' Then she

looked out to them and called to them, saying, 'O daughters of mine uncle, I am a lonely maid, an exile from folk and country. So, for the love of

God the Most High, repeat that song!' So Kemeriyeh repeated it and Tuhfeh swooned away. When she came to herself, she said to Jemreh, 'By the

virtue of the Apostle of God (whom may He bless and preserve!) except thou suffer me go down to them and look on them and sit with them

awhile, [I swear] I will cast myself down from this palace, for that I am weary of my life and know that I am slain without recourse; wherefore I

will slay myself, ere thou pass sentence upon me.' And she was instant with her in asking..Dadbin (King) and his Viziers, Story of, i.

104..Zubeideh, El Mamoun and, i. 199.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. Story of Aziz and Azizeh cxliii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ef. Story of the Barber's Sixth Brother

clxiv.91. The Loves of Abou Isa and Curret el Ain dclxxviii.Woman (The Old), the Merchant and the King, i. 265..Now this island is under the

Equinoctial line; its night is still twelve hours and its day the like. Its length is fourscore parasangs and its breadth thirty, and it is a great island,

stretching between a lofty mountain and a deep valley. This mountain is visible at a distance of three days' journey and therein are various kinds of

jacinths and other precious stones and metals of all kinds and all manner spice-trees, and its soil is of emery, wherewith jewels are wrought. In its

streams are diamonds, and pearls are in its rivers. (208) I ascended to its summit and diverted myself by viewing all the marvels therein, which are

such as beggar description; after which I returned to the king and sought of him permission to return to my own country. He gave me leave, after

great pressure, and bestowed on me abundant largesse from his treasuries. Moreover, he gave me a present and a sealed letter and said to me, 'Carry

this to the Khalif Haroun er Reshid and salute him for us with abundant salutation.' And I said, 'I hear and obey.'.Son and his Governor, Story of the

Man of Khorassan, his, i. 218.Selim followed him till he brought him to an underground chamber and showed him somewhat of wine that was to

his mind. So he occupied him with looking upon it and taking him at unawares, sprang upon him from behind and cast him to the earth and sat

upon his breast. Then he drew a knife and set it to his jugular; whereupon there betided Selim [that wherewithal] God made him forget all that He

had decreed [unto him], (72) and he said to the cook, 'Why dost thou this thing, O man? Be mindful of God the Most High and fear Him. Seest thou

not that I am a stranger? And indeed [I have left] behind me a defenceless woman. Why wilt thou slay me?' Quoth the cook, 'Needs must I slay

thee, so I may take thy good.' And Selim said, 'Take my good, but slay me not, neither enter into sin against me; and do with me kindness, for that

the taking of my money is lighter (73) than the taking of my life.'.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Physician Douban iv.45. The Man who stole the Dog's

Dish of Gold cccxl.101. The Adventures of Quicksilver Ali of Cairo dcclxvi.Patience, Of the Advantages of, i. 89..Munir drank off his cup and

ordered her eight hundred thousand dinars, whereat Kemeriyeh rejoiced and rising to her feet, kissed Tuhfeh on her face and said to her, 'May the

world not be bereaved of thee, O thou who lordest it over the hearts of Jinn and mortals!' Then she returned to her place and the Sheikh Iblis arose

and danced, till all present were confounded; after which he said to Tuhfeh, 'Indeed, thou embellishest my festival, O thou who hast commandment

over men and Jinn and rejoicest their hearts with thy loveliness and the excellence of thy faithfulness to thy lord. All that thy hands possess shall be

borne to thee [in thy palace and placed] at thy service; but now the dawn is near at hand; so do thou rise and rest thee, as of thy wont' Tuhfeh turned

and found with her none of the Jinn; so she laid her head on the ground and slept till she had gotten her rest; after which she arose and betaking

herself to the pool, made the ablution and prayed. Then she sat beside the pool awhile and pondered the affair of her lord Er Reshid and that which
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had betided him after her and wept sore..Mariyeh, El Abbas and, iii. 53..56. El Mutawekkil and his Favourite Mehboubeh cccli.When God caused

the morning morrow, the two armies drew out in battle array and the troops stood looking at one another. Then came forth El Harith ibn Saad

between the two lines and played with his lance and cried out and recited the following verses:.Quoth Jesus (on whom be peace!), 'Had these dealt

prudently, they had taken thought for themselves; but they neglected the issues of events; for that whoso acteth prudently is safe and conquereth,

(252) and whoso neglecteth precaution perisheth and repenteth.' Nor," added the vizier," is this more extraordinary nor goodlier than the story of

the king, whose kingdom was restored to him and his wealth, after he had become poor, possessing not a single dirhem.".? ? ? ? ? Life with our

loves was grown serene, estrangement was at end: Our dear ones all delight of love vouchsafed to us elate,.?STORY OF THE KING WHO KNEW

THE QUINTESSENCE (204) OF THINGS..Chamberlain's Wife, The King and his, ii. 53..54. The Woman whose Hands were cut off for

Almsgiving dcxli.? ? ? ? ? Beard of the old he-goat, the one-eyed, what shall be My saying of a knave, his fashion and degree?.Therewithal Queen

Es Shuhba was moved to exceeding delight and said, 'Well done, O queen of delight! None can avail to describe thee. Sing to us on the apple,'

Quoth Tuhfeh, 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then she improvised and sang the following verses:..? ? ? ? ? If thou forsake us, there is none Can

stand to us instead of thee..? ? ? ? ? I rede thee vaunt thee not of praise from us, for lo! Even as a docktailed cur thou art esteemed of me..? ? ? ? ? o.

The Merchant and the Thieves dccccxx.The subscribers to my "Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night" and the present "Tales from the

Arabic" have now before them a complete English rendering (the first ever made) of all the tales contained in the four printed (Arabic) Texts of the

original work and I have, therefore, thought it well to add to this, the last Volume of my Translation, full Tables of Contents of these latter, a

comparison of which will show the exact composition of the different Editions and the particulars in which they differ from one another, together

with the manner in which the various stories that make up the respective collections are distributed over the Nights. In each Table, the titles of the

stories occurring only in the Edition of which it gives the contents are printed in Italics and each Tale is referred to the number of the Night on

which it is begun..? ? ? ? ? m. The Goldsmith and the Cashmere Singing- girl dlxxxvi.26. The City of Lebtait cclxxii.It befell one day that the king's

son came to me, after his father had withdrawn, and said to me, "Harkye, Ibn Nafil" "At thy service, O my lord," answered I; and he said, "I would

have thee tell me an extraordinary story and a rare matter, that thou hast never related either to me or to my father Jemhour." "O my lord," rejoined

I, "what story is this that thou desirest of me and of what kind shall it be of the kinds?" Quoth he, "It matters little what it is, so it be a goodly story,

whether it befell of old days or in these times." "O my lord," said I, "I know many stories of various kinds; so whether of the kinds preferrest thou,

and wilt thou have a story of mankind or of the Jinn?" "It is well," answered he; "if thou have seen aught with thine eyes and heard it with thine

ears, [tell it me."Then he bethought himself] and said to me, "I conjure thee by my life, tell me a story of the stories of the Jinn and that which thou

hast heard and seen of them!" "O my son," replied I, "indeed thou conjurest [me] by a mighty conjuration; so [hearken and thou shalt] hear the

goodliest of stories, ay, and the most extraordinary of them and the pleasantest and rarest." Quoth the prince, "Say on, for I am attentive to thy

speech." And I said, "Know, then, O my son, that.? ? ? ? ? And on their saddles perched are warriors richly clad, That with their hands do smite on

kettle-drums amain..? ? ? ? ? d. The Eldest Lady's Story xvii.? ? ? ? ? All wasted is my body and bowels tortured sore; Love's fire on me still

waxeth, mine eyes with tears still rain..? ? ? ? ? Tis gazed at for its slender swaying shape And cherished for its symmetry and sheen..?STORY OF

THE MAN WHO WAS LAVISH OF HIS HOUSE AND HIS VICTUAL TO ONE WHOM HE KNEW NOT..As the eunuch was speaking with

the king, behold, the damsel raised a corner of the curtain that shut in the litter, so she might look upon the speaker, and saw the king. When

Azadbekht beheld her and noted her fashion and her loveliness (and indeed never set story-teller (95) eyes on her like,) his soul inclined to her and

she took hold upon his heart and he was ravished by her sight. So he said to the eunuch, "Turn the mule's head and return, for I am King Azadbekht

and I will marry her myself, for that Isfehend her father is my vizier and he will accept of this affair and it will not be grievous to him." "O king,"

answered the eunuch, "may God prolong thy continuance, have patience till I acquaint my lord her father, and thou shalt take her in the way of

approof, for it befitteth thee not neither is it seemly unto thee that thou take her on this wise, seeing that it will be an affront to her father if thou

take her without his knowledge." Quoth Azadbekht, "I have not patience [to wait] till thou go to her father and return, and no dishonour will betide

him, if I marry her." "O my lord," rejoined the eunuch, "nought that is done in haste is long of durance nor doth the heart rejoice therein; and indeed

it behoveth thee not to take her on this foul wise. Whatsoever betideth thee, destroy not thyself with [undue] haste, for I know that her father's

breast will be straitened by this affair and this that thou dost will not profit thee." But the king said, "Verily, Isfehend is [my boughten] servant and

a slave of my slaves, and I reck not of her father, if he be vexed or pleased." So saying, he drew the reins of the mule and carrying the damsel,

whose name was Behrjaur, to his house, married her..On the morrow, he betook himself to the shop of his friend the druggist, who welcomed him

and questioned him of his case and how he had fared that day. Quoth the singer, 'May God requite thee with good, O my brother! For that thou hast

directed me unto easance!' And he related to him his adventure with the woman, till he came to the mention of her husband, when he said, 'And at

midday came the cuckold her husband and knocked at the door. So she wrapped me in the mat, and when he had gone about his business, I came

forth and we returned to what we were about.' This was grievous to the druggist and he repented of having taught him [how he should do] and

misdoubted of his wife. So he said to the singer, 'And what said she to thee at thy going away?' And the other answered, 'She bade me come back to

her on the morrow. So, behold, I am going to her and I came not hither but that I might acquaint thee with this, lest thy heart be occupied with me.'

Then he took leave of him and went his way. As soon as the druggist was assured that he had reached the house, he cast the net over his shop (195)
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and made for his house, misdoubting of his wife, and knocked at the door.."If it must be and no help, admit Jerir." So Adi went forth and admitted

Jerir, who entered, saying:.It chanced one day that he fell in upon a company of folk and they overcame him by dint of numbers and taking him

prisoner, pinioned him and carried him to the lord of that country. The latter saw his fashion and grace and misdoubting of him, said, 'This is no

robber's favour. Tell me truly, O youth, who thou art.' Bihzad thought shame to acquaint him with his condition and chose rather death for himself;

so he answered, 'I am nought but a thief and a bandit.' Quoth the king, 'It behoveth us not to act hastily in the matter of this youth, but that we look

into his affair, for that haste still engendereth repentance.' So he imprisoned him in his palace and assigned him one who should serve him..? ? ? ? ?

c. The Third Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dxlvi.? ? ? ? ? I wonder, shall I and the friend who's far from me Once more be granted of Fate to meet,

we twain!.? ? ? ? ? Whenas thou passest by the dwellings of my love, Greet him for me with peace, a greeting debonair,.So Iblis the Accursed

drank and said, 'Well done, O desire of hearts! but thou owest me yet another song.' Then he filled the cup and signed to her to sing. Quoth she,

'Hearkening and obedience,' and sang the following verses:.27. The Khalif Hisham and the Arab Youth cclxxi.? ? ? ? ? By Allah, O thou that chid'st

my heart concerning my sister's love, Leave chiding and rather bemoan my case and help me to my will..? ? ? ? ? What if the sabre cut me limb

from limb! No torment 'twere for lovers true and leal..The Twenty-Sixth Night of the Month..Noureddin thanked him and they entered the

slave-merchant's house. When the people of the house saw Abou Nuwas, they rose to do him worship, for that which they knew of his station with

the Commander of the Faithful. Moreover, the slave-dealer himself came up to them with two chairs, and they seated themselves thereon. Then the

slave-merchant went into the house and returning with the slave-girl, as she were a willow-wand or a bamboo-cane, clad in a vest of damask silk

and tired with a black and white turban, the ends whereof fell down over her face, seated her on a chair of ebony; after which quoth he to those who

were present, "I will discover to you a face as it were a full moon breaking forth from under a cloud." And they said, "Do so." So he unveiled the

damsel's face and behold, she was like the shining sun, with comely shape and day-bright face and slender [waist and heavy] hips; brief, she was

endowed with elegance, the description whereof existeth not, [and was] even as saith of her the poet:.Cashghar, Abdallah ben Nafi and the King's

Son of, ii. 195..Then she took the lute and smote thereon, after the fashion she had learnt from the Sheikh Iblis, so that Er Reshid's wit was dazed

for excess of delight and his understanding was confounded for joy; after which she improvised and sang the following verses:.Now the king of the

city was dead and had left no son, and the townsfolk fell out concerning who should be king over them: and their sayings differed and their

counsels, so that turmoil was like to betide between them by reason of this. At last, after long dissension, they came to an accord and agreed to

leave the choice to the late king's elephant and that he unto whom he consented should be king and that they would not contest the commandment

with him. So they made oath of this and on the morrow, they brought out the elephant and came forth to the utterward of the city; nor was there

man or woman left in the place but was present at that time. Then they adorned the elephant and setting up the throne on his back, gave him the

crown in his trunk; and he went round about examining the faces of the folk, but stopped not with any of them till he came to the banished king, the

forlorn, the exile, him who had lost his children and his wife, when he prostrated himself to him and placing the crown on his head, took him up

and set him on his back..? ? ? ? ? Upon yon be the peace of God! May all prosperity, For what's decreed of years and lives, upon you ever wait!.? ?

? ? ? Under me's a slender camel, a devourer of the waste; Those who pass a cloudlet deem it, as it flitteth o'er the way..JAAFER BEN YEHYA

AND ABDULMEILIK BEN SALIH THE ABBASIDE. (144).At daybreak, my friend returned and opening the door, came in, bringing with him

meat-pottage (177) and fritters and bees' honey, (178) and said to me, 'By Allah, thou must needs excuse me, for that I was with a company and

they locked the door on me and have but now let me go.' But I returned him no answer. Then he set before me that which was with him and I ate a

single mouthful and went out, running, so haply I might overtake that which had escaped me. (179) When I came to the palace, I saw over against it

eight-and-thirty gibbets set up, whereon were eight-and-thirty men crucified, and under them eight-and-thirty concubines as they were moons. So I

enquired of the reason of the crucifixion of the men and concerning the women in question, and it was said unto me, 'The men [whom thou seest]

crucified the Khalif found with yonder damsels, who are his favourites.' When I heard this, I prostrated myself in thanksgiving to God and said,

'God requite thee with good, O my friend!' For that, had he not invited me [and kept me perforce in his house] that night, I had been crucified with

these men, wherefore praise be to God!.So she sent for him in private and said to him, 'I purpose to do thee a service, so thou canst but keep a

secret.' He promised her all that she desired and she discovered to him her secret in the matter of her daughter, saying, 'I will marry thee to her and

commit to thee the governance of her affair and make thee king and ruler over this city.' He thanked her and promised to uphold all that she should

order him, and she said to him, 'Go forth to such an one of the neighbouring provinces privily.' So he went forth and on the morrow she made ready

bales and gear and presents and bestowed on him a great matter, all of which they loaded on the backs of camels..10. The Enchanted Horse

ccxlir.73. Mohammed el Amin and Jaafer ben el Hadi dclvii.When the king heard this, drowsiness overcame him and he slept and presently

awaking, called for the candles. So they were lighted and he sat down on his couch and seating Shehrzad by him, smiled in her face. She kissed the

earth before him and said, "O king of the age and lord of the time and the day, extolled be the perfection of [God] the Forgiving One, the Bountiful

Giver, who hath sent me unto thee, of His favour and beneficence, so I have informed thee with longing after Paradise; for that this which thou

wast used to do was never done of any of the kings before thee. As for women, God the Most High [in His Holy Book] maketh mention of them,

[whenas He saith, 'Verily, men who submit [themselves unto God] and women who submit] and true-believing men and true-believing women and

obedient men and obedient women and soothfast men and soothfast women [and long-suffering men and long-suffering women and men who order
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themselves humbly and women who order themselves humbly and charitable men and charitable women and men who fast and women who fast]

and men who guard their privities and women who guard their privities [and men who are constantly mindful of God and women who are

constantly mindful, God hath prepared unto them forgiveness and a mighty recompense]. (172).They have departed, but the steads yet full of them

remain, ii. 239..'A great theft had been committed in the city and I was cited, (139) I and my fellows. Now it was a matter of considerable value and

they (140) pressed hard upon us; but we obtained of them some days' grace and dispersed in quest of the stolen goods. As for me, I sallied forth

with five men and went round about the city that day; and on the morrow we fared forth [into the suburbs]. When we came a parasang or two

parasangs' distance from the city, we were athirst; and presently we came to a garden. So I went in and going up to the water-wheel, (141) entered

it and drank and made the ablution and prayed. Presently up came the keeper of the garden and said to me, "Out on thee! Who brought thee into

this water-wheel?" And he cuffed me and squeezed my ribs till I was like to die. Then he bound me with one of his bulls and made me turn in the

water-wheel, flogging me the while with a cattle whip he had with him, till my heart was on fire; after which he loosed me and I went out, knowing

not the way..? ? ? ? ? Wherewith farewell, quoth I, and peace be on thee aye, What while the branches bend, what while the stars abide..Singer and

the Druggist, The, i. 229..Ishac stared at her and seizing her hand, said to her, 'Know that I am bound by an oath that, when the singing of a damsel

pleaseth me, she shall not make an end of her song but before the Commander of the Faithful. But now tell me, how came it that thou abodest with

the slave-dealer five months and wast not sold to any, and thou of this skill, more by token that the price set on thee was no great matter?'.Now the

late king had left a wife and a daughter, and the people would fain have married the latter to the new king, to the intent that the kingship might not

pass out of the old royal family. So they proposed to him that he should take her to wife, and he promised them this, but put them off from him,

(64) of his respect for the covenant he had made with his former wife, to wit, that he would take none other to wife than herself. Then he betook

himself to fasting by day and standing up by night [to pray], giving alms galore and beseeching God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!)

to reunite him with his children and his wife, the daughter of his father's brother..I marvelled at her words and said to her, "What wouldst thou have

me do?" And she answered, "O Captain Muin, I would have thee give me a helping hand." Quoth I, "What have I to do with the daughter of the

Cadi Amin el Hukm?" And she said, "Know that I would not have thee intrude upon the Cadi's daughter, but I would fain contrive for the

attainment of my wishes.' This is my intent and my desire, and my design will not be accomplished but by thine aid." Then said she, "I mean this

night to go with a stout heart and hire me trinkets of price; then will I go and sit in the street wherein is the house of Amin el Hukm; and when it is

the season of the round and the folk are asleep, do thou pass, thou and those who are with thee of the police, and thou wilt see me sitting and on me

fine raiment and ornaments and wilt smell on me the odour of perfumes; whereupon do thou question me of my case and I will say, 'I come from

the Citadel and am of the daughters of the deputies (91) and I came down [into the town,] to do an occasion; but the night overtook me at unawares

and the Zuweyleh gate was shut against me and all the gates and I knew not whither I should go this night Presently I saw this street and noting the

goodliness of its ordinance and its cleanness, took shelter therein against break of day.' When I say this to thee with all assurance (92) the chief of

the watch will have no suspicion of me, but will say, 'Needs must we leave her with one who will take care of her till morning.' And do thou rejoin,

'It were most fitting that she pass the night with Amin el Hukm and lie with his family and children till the morning.' Then do thou straightway

knock at the Cadi's door, and thus shall I have gained admission into his house, without inconvenience, and gotten my desire; and peace be on

thee!" And I said to her, "By Allah, this is an easy matter.".76 En Numan and the Arab of the Benou Tai dclx.? ? ? ? ? 'Tis He who pardoneth errors

alike to slave and free; On Him is my reliance in good and evil cheer..The folk flocked about them, to divert themselves with watching the play,

and they called the bystanders to witness of the wager and fell a-playing. El Abbas forbore the merchant, so he might lead him on, and

procrastinated with him awhile; and the merchant won and took of him the hundred dinars. Then said the prince, "Wilt thou play another game?"

And the other answered, "O youth, I will not play again, except it be for a thousand dinars." Quoth the prince, "Whatsoever thou stakest, I will

match thy stake with the like thereof." So the merchant brought out a thousand dinars and the prince covered them with other thousand. Then they

fell a-playing, but El Abbas was not long with him ere he beat him in the square of the elephant, (77) nor did he leave to do thus till he had beaten

him four times and won of him four thousand dinars.."Be it as thou deemest," answered Er Reshid and caused return the damsel to her chamber,

saying to her, "The Lady Zubeideh saith thus and thus." Quoth she, "God requite her for me with good! Indeed, thou dealest equitably, O

Commander of the Faithful, in this judgment." And he answered, "Go now to thy place, and to-morrow we will let bring thy lord." So she kissed

the earth and recited the following verses:.They tell that Haroun er Reshid was sitting one day to do away grievances, when there came up to him a

woman and said to him, "O Commander of the Faithful, may God accomplish thine affair and cause thee rejoice in that which He hath given thee

and increase thee in elevation! Indeed, thou hast done justice (85) and wrought equitably." (86) Quoth the Khalif to those who were present with

him, "Know ye what this woman meaneth by her saying?" And they answered, "Of a surety, she meaneth not otherwise than well, O Commander

of the Faithful." "Nay," rejoined Haroun; "she purposeth only in this an imprecation against me. As for her saying, 'God accomplish thine affair!'

she hath taken it from the saying of the poet, 'When an affair is accomplished, its abatement (87) beginneth. Beware of cessation, whenas it is said,

"It is accomplished."' As for her saying 'God cause thee rejoice in that which He hath given thee,' she took it from the saying of God the Most High,

'Till, whenas they rejoiced in that which they were given, we took them suddenly and lo, they were confounded!' (88) As for her saying, 'God

increase thee in elevation!' she took it from the saying of the poet, 'No bird flieth and riseth up on high, but, like as he flieth, he falleth.' And as for
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her saying, 'Indeed, thou hast done justice and wrought equitably,' it is from the saying of the Most High, '[If ye deviate (89) or lag behind or turn

aside, verily, God of that which ye do is aware;' (90) and] 'As for the transgressors,' (91) they are fuel for hell[-fire]." (92).? ? ? ? ? When I recall

the season of love-delight with them, The sweet of sleep forsakes me, my body wastes amain.."O king," answered the youth, "there is no great

forgiveness save in case of a great crime, for according as the offence is great, in so much is forgiveness magnified and it is no dishonour to the like

of thee if he spare the like of me. Verily, Allah knoweth that there is no fault in me, and indeed He commandeth unto clemency, and no clemency is

greater than that which spareth from slaughter, for that thy forgiveness of him whom thou purposest to put to death is as the quickening of a dead

man; and whoso doth evil shall find it before him, even as it was with King Bihkerd." "And what is the story of King Bihkerd?" asked the king. "O

king," answered the youth,.When the king heard this, he said in himself "How like is this to my own story in the matter of the vizier and his

slaughter! Had I not used precaution, I had put him to death." And he bade Er Rehwan depart to his own house..? ? ? ? ? Rail not at the vicissitudes

of Fate, For Fortune still spites those who her berate..61. Musab ben ez Zubeir and Aaisheh his Wife dcxlix.It is said that, when the Khalifate

devolved on Omar ben Abdulaziz (42) (of whom God accept), the poets [of the time] resorted to him, as they had been used to resort to the Khalifs

before him, and abode at his door days and days, but he gave them not leave to enter, till there came to Omar Adi ben Artah, (43) who stood high in

esteem with him. Jerir (44) accosted him and begged him to crave admission for them [to the Khalif]. "It is well," answered Adi and going in to

Omar, said to him, "The poets are at thy door and have been there days and days; yet hast thou not given them leave to enter, albeit their sayings

are abiding (45) and their arrows go straight to the mark." Quoth Omar, "What have I to do with the poets?" And Adi answered, saying, "O

Commander of the Faithful, the Prophet (whom God bless and preserve) was praised [by a poet] and gave [him largesse,] and therein (46) is an

exemplar to every Muslim." Quoth Omar, "And who praised him?" "Abbas ben Mirdas (47) praised him," replied Adi, "and he clad him with a suit

and said, 'O Bilal, (48) cut off from me his tongue!'" "Dost thou remember what he said?" asked the Khalif; and Adi said, "Yes." "Then repeat it,"

rejoined Omar. So Adi recited the following verses:.So he opened to me and I went out and had not gone far from the house when I met a woman,

who said to me, "Methinks a long life was fore-ordained to thee; else hadst thou not come forth of yonder house." "How so?" asked I, and she

answered, "Ask thy friend [such an one," naming thee,] "and he will acquaint thee with strange things." So, God on thee, O my friend, tell me what

befell thee of wonders and rarities, for I have told thee what befell me.' 'O my brother,' answered I, 'I am bound by a solemn oath.' And he said, 'O

my friend, break thine oath and tell me.' Quoth I, 'Indeed, I fear the issue of this.' [But he importuned me] till I told him all, whereat he marvelled.

Then I went away from him and abode a long while, [without farther news]..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dxxxviii.Eighth

Officer's Story, The, ii. 155..As for the merchant, he bought him a sheep and slaughtering it, roasted it and dressed birds and [other] meats of

various kinds and colours and bought dessert and sweetmeats and fresh fruits. Then he repaired to El Abbas and conjured him to accept of his

hospitality and enter his house and eat of his victual. The prince consented to his wishes and went with him till they came to his house, when the

merchant bade him enter. So El Abbas entered and saw a goodly house, wherein was a handsome saloon, with a vaulted estrade. When he entered

the saloon, he found that the merchant had made ready food and dessert and perfumes, such as overpass description; and indeed he had adorned the

table with sweet-scented flowers and sprinkled musk and rose-water upon the food. Moreover, he had smeared the walls of the saloon with

ambergris and set [the smoke of burning] aloes-wood abroach therein..So saying, he sprang to his feet and catching up the thigh-bone of one of the

dead, cried out at the top of his voice, saying, 'O ye dead, take them!' And he smote one of them, whilst his comrade [El Merouzi] smote another

and they cried out at them and buffeted them on the napes of their necks; whereupon the thieves left that which was with them of plunder and fled;

and indeed their wits forsook them [for terror] and they stayed not in their flight till they came forth of the Magians' burial-ground and left it a

parasang's length behind them, when they halted, trembling and affrighted for the soreness of that which had betided them of fear and amazement

at the dead..104. Mesrour and Zein el Mewasif dcccxxi.When the evening came, the king bade fetch the vizier; so he presented himself before him

and the king bade him tell the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king (but God alone knoweth His secret purpose

and is versed in all that is past and was foredone among bygone peoples), that.The Seventh Day..King Shah Bekht and his Vizier Er Rehwan, i.

215..The Ninth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? At their appointed terms souls die; but for despair My soul is like to die, or ere its term betide..27.

Alaeddin Abou es Shamat dxx.Caution was the Cause of his Death, The Man whose, i 291..Therewithal the cook equipped his brother and

freighting him a ship, embarked therein merchandise. Then he committed Selim unto him and they set out and departed with the ship. God decreed

them safety, so that they arrived [in due course] at the first city [of the land of Hind], the which is known as El Mensoureh, and cast anchor there.

Now the king of that city had died, leaving a daughter and a widow, who was the quickest-witted of women and gave out that the girl was a boy, so

that the kingship might be stablished unto them. The troops and the amirs doubted not but that the case was as she avouched and that the princess

was a male child; so they obeyed her and the queen mother took order for the matter and used to dress the girl in man's apparel and seat her on the

throne of the kingship, so that the folk might see her. Accordingly, the grandees of the kingdom and the chief officers of the realm used to go in to

her and salute her and do her service and go away, nothing doubting but she was a boy..STORY OF THE DAMSEL TUHFET EL CULOUB AND

?THE KHALIF HAROUN ER RESHID..As for Queen Kemeriyeh, she flew off to the palace of her sister Wekhimeh and told her what Meimoun

had done and how [he avouched that], whenas he saw defeat [near at hand], he would slay Tuhfeh; 'and indeed,' added she, 'he is resolved upon

this; else had he not dared to commit this outrage. So do thou contrive the affair as thou deemest well, for thou hast no superior in judgment.' Then
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they sent for Queen Zelzeleh and Queen Sherareh and sat down to take counsel, one with another, of that which they should do in the matter. Then

said Wekhimeh, 'We were best fit out a ship in this island [wherein is my palace] and embark therein, in the guise of mortals, and fare on till we

come to a little island, that lieth over against Meimoun's palace. There will we [take up our abode and] sit drinking and smiting the lute and singing.

Now Tuhfeh will of a surety be sitting looking upon the sea, and needs must she see us and come down to us, whereupon we will take her by force

and she will be under our hands, so that none shall avail more to molest her on any wise. Or, if Meimoun be gone forth to do battle with the Jinn,

we will storm his stronghold and take Tuhfeh and raze his palace and put to death all who are therein. When he hears of this, his heart will be rent

in sunder and we will send to let our father know, whereupon he will return upon him with his troops and he will be destroyed and we shall be quit

of him.' And they answered her, saying, 'This is a good counsel.' Then they bade fit out a ship from behind the mountain, (244) and it was fitted out

in less than the twinkling of an eye. So they launched it on the sea and embarking therein, together with four thousand Afrits, set out, intending for

Meimoun's palace. Moreover, they bade other five thousand Afrits betake themselves to the island under the Crescent Mountain and lie in wait for

them there..Accordingly, the trooper bought him a house near at hand and made therein an underground passage communicating with his mistress's

house. When he had accomplished his affair, the wife bespoke her husband as her lover had lessoned her and he went out to go to the trooper's

house, but turned back by the way, whereupon quoth she to him, 'By Allah, go forthright, for that my sister asketh of thee.' So the dolt of a fuller

went out and made for the trooper's house, whilst his wife forewent him thither by the secret passage, and going up, sat down beside her lover.

Presently, the fuller entered and saluted the trooper and his [supposed] wife and was confounded at the coincidence of the case. (230) Then doubt

betided him and he returned in haste to his dwelling; but she forewent him by the underground passage to her chamber and donning her wonted

clothes, sat [waiting] for him and said to him, 'Did I not bid thee go to my sister and salute her husband and make friends with them?' Quoth he, 'I

did this, but I misdoubted of my affair, when I saw his wife.' And she said, 'Did I not tell thee that she resembleth me and I her, and there is nought

to distinguish between us but our clothes? Go back to her.'.? ? ? ? ? My place is the place of the fillet and pearls And the fair are most featly with

jasmine bedight,.Whenas mine eyes behold thee not, that day, iii. 47..? ? ? ? ? An if I live, in love of her I'll live, and if I die Of love and longing for

her sight, O rare! O excellent!.Meanwhile, when Aboulhusn went out from the presence of the Khalif and went to lay out Nuzhet el Fuad, the

prince mourned for her and dismissing the divan, arose and betook himself, leaning upon Mesrour, the swordsman of his vengeance, [to the

pavilion of the harem, where he went in] to the Lady Zubeideh, that he might condole with her for her slave-girl. He found the princess sitting

weeping and awaiting his coming, so she might condole with him for [his boon-companion] Aboulhusn el Khelia. So he said to her, "May thy head

outlive thy slave-girl Nuzhet el Fuad!" And she answered, saying, "O my lord, God preserve my slave-girl! Mayst thou live and long survive thy

boon-companion Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he is dead.".Then they drew up the contract of marriage and the merchant said, "I desire to go in to her

this night." So they carried her to him in procession that very night, and he prayed the prayer of eventide and entered the privy chamber prepared

for him; but, when he lifted the veil from the face of the bride and looked, he saw a foul face and a blameworthy aspect; yea, he beheld somewhat

the like whereof may God not show thee! loathly, dispensing from description, inasmuch as there were reckoned in her all legal defects. (259) So

he repented, whenas repentance availed him not, and knew that the girl had cheated him. However, he lay with the bride, against his will, and

abode that night sore troubled in mind, as he were in the prison of Ed Dilem. (260) Hardly had the day dawned when he arose from her and

betaking himself to one of the baths, dozed there awhile, after which he made the ablution of defilement (261) and washed his clothes. Then he

went out to the coffee-house and drank a cup of coffee; after which he returned to his shop and opening the door, sat down, with discomfiture and

chagrin written on his face..Trust in God, Of, 114..Calcutta (1814-18) Text. 183.84. The Devout Woman and the two Wicked Elders cccxciv.Girl,

The Journeyman and the, ii. 17..Then she took leave of the princess and veiling her face, disguised herself; (30) after which she mounted the mule

and sallying forth, went round about seeking her lord in the thoroughfares of Baghdad three days' space, but lit on no tidings of him; and on the

fourth day, she rode forth without the city. Now it was the noontide hour and great was the heat, and she was aweary and thirst waxed upon her.

Presently, she came to the mosque, wherein the young Damascene had taken shelter, and lighting down at the door, said to the old man, [the

Muezzin], "O elder, hast thou a draught of cold water? Indeed, I am overcome with heat and thirst." Quoth he, "[Come up] with me into my house."

So he carried her up into his lodging and spreading her [a carpet and cushions], seated her [thereon]; after which he brought her cold water and she

drank and said to the eunuch, "Go thy ways with the mule and on the morrow come back to me here." [So he went away] and she slept and rested

herself.
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