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Thereupon there sallied forth to him Zuheir ben Hebib, and they wheeled about and feinted awhile, then came to dose quarters and exchanged
strokes. El Harith forewent his adversary in smiting and stretched him weltering in his gore; whereupon Hudheifeh cried out to him, saying, "Gifted
of God art thou, O Harith! Call another of them." So he cried out, saying, "Is there a comer-forth [to battle?]" But they of Baghdad held back froni
him; and when it appeared to El Harith that confusion was amongst them, he fell upon them and overthrew the first of them upon their last and slew
of them twelve men. Then the evening overtook him and the Baghdadis addressed themselves to flight..? ? ? ? ? The nobles' hands, for that my
place I must forsake, Do solace me with beds, whereon at ease I lie..74. The Simpleton and the Sharper ccclxxxviii.The old woman returned to the
man and told him what the damsel said; and he lusted after her, by reason of her beauty and her repentance; so he took her to wife, and when he
went in to her, he loved her and she also loved him. On this wise they abode a great while, till one day he questioned her of the cause of a mark
(13) he espied on her body, and she said, 'I know nought thereof save that my mother told me a marvellous thing concerning it.' 'What was that?'
asked he, and she answered, 'She avouched that she gave birth to me one night of the nights of the winter and despatched a hired man, who was
with us, in quest of fire for her. He was absent a little while and presently returning, took me and slit my belly and fled. When my mother saw this,
affliction overcame her and compassion possessed her; so she sewed up my belly and tended me till, by the ordinance of God (to whom belong
might and majesty), the wound healed up.".? ? ? ? ? And all the desert spaces devour, whilst to my rede, Or if in sport or earnest, (93) still Aamir
giveth ear..? ? ? ? ? d. The Tailor's Story cxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? Read then my writ and pity thou the blackness of my fate, Sick, love- distraught, without
a friend to whom I may complain..The Ninth Day.Then said Er Razi to El Merouzi, 'Come with me to my city, for that it is nearer [than thine].' So
he went with him, and when he came to his lodging, he said to his wife and household and neighbours, 'This is my brother, who hath been absent in
the land of Khorassan and is come back.' And he abode with him in all honour and worship three days' space. On the fourth day, Er Razi said to
him, 'Know, O my brother, that I purpose to do somewhat' 'What is it?' asked El Merouzi. Quoth the other, 'I mean to feign myself dead and do thou
go to the market and hire two porters and a bier. [Then come back and take me up and go round about the streets and markets with me and collect
alms on my account.] (34).Wife, Firouz aad his, i. 209..When it was the day of the going-in, (110) Bihzad, of his haste and lack of patience, betook
himself to the wall, which was between himself and the princess's lodging and in which there was a hole pierced, and looked, so he might see his
bride, of his haste. But the bride's mother saw him and this was grievous to her; so she took from one of the servants two red-hot iron spits and
thrust them into the hole through which the prince was looking. The spits ran into his eyes and put them out and he fell down aswoon and joyance
was changed and became mourning and sore concern. See, then, O king," continued the youth, "the issue of the prince's haste and lack of
deliberation, for indeed his haste bequeathed him long repentance and his joy was changed to mourning; and on like wise was it with the woman
who hastened to put out his eyes and deliberated not. All this was the doing of haste; wherefore it behoveth the king not to be hasty in putting me to
death, for that I am under the grasp of his hand, and what time soever thou desirest my slaughter, it shall not escape [thee].".There was once
aforetime a chief officer [of police] and there passed by him one day a Jew, with a basket in his hand, wherein were five thousand dinars;
whereupon quoth the officer to one of his slaves, "Canst thou make shift to take that money from yonder Jew's basket?" "Yes," answered he, nor
did he tarry beyond the next day before he came to his master, with the basket in his hand. So (quoth the officer) I said to him, "Go, bury it in such
a place." So he went and buried it and returned and told me. Hardly had he done this when there arose a clamour and up came the Jew, with one of
the king's officers, avouching that the money belonged to the Sultan and that he looked to none but us for it. We demanded of him three days'
delay, as of wont, and I said to him who had taken the money, "Go and lay somewhat in the Jew's house, that shall occupy him with himself." So he
went and played a fine trick, to wit, he laid in a basket a dead woman's hand, painted [with henna] and having a gold seal- ring on one of the
fingers, and buried the basket under a flagstone in the Jew's house. Then came we and searched and found the basket, whereupon we straightway
clapped the Jew in irons for the murder of a woman..? ? ? ? ? She shot at me a shaft that reached my heart and I became The bond- man of despair,
worn out with effort all in vain..Then they drew up the contract of marriage and the merchant said, "I desire to go in to her this night." So they
carried her to him in procession that very night, and he prayed the prayer of eventide and entered the privy chamber prepared for him; but, when he
lifted the veil from the face of the bride and looked, he saw a foul face and a blameworthy aspect; yea, he beheld somewhat the like whereof may
God not show thee! loathly, dispensing from description, inasmuch as there were reckoned in her all legal defects. (259) So he repented, whenas
repentance availed him not, and knew that the girl had cheated him. However, he lay with the bride, against his will, and abode that night sore
troubled in mind, as he were in the prison of Ed Dilem. (260) Hardly had the day dawned when he arose from her and betaking himself to one of
the baths, dozed there awhile, after which he made the ablution of defilement (261) and washed his clothes. Then he went out to the coffee-house
and drank a cup of coffee; after which he returned to his shop and opening the door, sat down, with discomfiture and chagrin written on his face..?
? ? ? ? And eye that knoweth not the sweet of sleep; yet she, who caused My dole, may Fortune's perfidies for aye from her abstain!.Meanwhile,
when the thieves halted, one of them said to the others, 'Let us return and see;' and the captain said, 'This thing is impossible of the dead: never
heard we that they came to life on this wise. So let us return and take our good, for that the dead have no occasion for good.' And they were divided
in opinion as to returning: but [presently they came to a decision and] said, 'Indeed, our arms are gone and we cannot avail against them and will
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not draw near the place where they are: only let one of us [go thither and] look at it, and if he hear no sound of them, let him advertise us what we
shall do.' So they agreed that they should send a man of them and assigned him [for this service] two parts [of the booty]..Fortune, Of the
Uselessness of Endeavour against Persistent Ill, i. 70..? ? ? ? ? I watch the stars for wake and pray that the belov'd May yet to me relent and bid my
tears be dried..? ? ? ? ? a. The Cat and the Mouse dccoc.The news reached his father, who said to him, 'O my son, this damsel to whom thy heart
cleaveth is at thy commandment and we have power over her; so wait till I demand her [in marriage] for thee.' But the prince said, 'I will not wait.'
So his father hastened in the matter and sent to demand her of her father, who required of him a hundred thousand dinars to his daughter's dowry.
Quoth Bihzad's father, 'So be it,' and paid down what was in his treasuries, and there remained to his charge but a little of the dower. So he said to
his son, 'Have patience, O my son, till we gather together the rest of the money and send to fetch her to thee, for that she is become thine.'
Therewith the prince waxed exceeding wroth and said, 'I will not have patience;' so he took his sword and his spear and mounting his horse, went
forth and fell to stopping the way, [so haply that he might win what lacked of the dowry]..Then they betook themselves to a place without the city,
where he builded him a mansion of solid stone and white plaster and stopped its inner [walls] and stuccoed them; yea, he left not therein cranny nor
crevice and set in it two serving-women to sweep and wipe, for fear of spiders. Here he abode with his wife a great while, till one day he espied a
spider on the ceiling and beat it down. When his wife saw it, she said, 'This is that which the wise woman avouched would kill me; so, by thy life [I
conjure thee], suffer me to slay it with mine own hand.' Her husband forbade her from this, but she conjured him to let her kill the spider; then, of
her fear and her eagerness, she took a piece of wood and smote it. The wood broke in sunder, of the force of the blow, and a splinter from it entered
her hand and wrought upon it, so that it swelled. Then her arm swelled also and the swelling spread to her side and thence grew till it reached her
heart and she died. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary or more wonderful than the story of the weaver who became a physician by
his wife's commandment.".? ? ? ? ? "How many a cup with bitterness o'erflowing have I quaffed! I make my moan of woes, whereat it boots not to
repine."
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