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POESIA DI POPOLO E POESIA DI CORTE NEL TRECENTO
71. Yehya ben Khalid and the Poor Man dclvi.? ? ? ? ? Yea, by Allah, my longing for you ne'er waneth nor passetb away; For your like among
creatures is rare and sought for in mountain and vale..As for the Khalif, he swooned away for laughing and said, "O Aboulhusn, thou wilt never
cease to be a wag and do rarities and oddities!" Quoth he, "O Commander of the Faithful, I played off this trick, for that the money was exhausted,
which thou gavest me, and I was ashamed to ask of thee again. When I was single, I could never keep money; but since thou marriedst me to this
damsel here, if I possessed thy wealth, I should make an end of it. So, when all that was in my hand was spent, I wrought this trick, so I might get
of thee the hundred dinars and the piece of silk; and all this is an alms from our lord. But now make haste to give me the thousand dinars and quit
thee of thine oath.".? ? ? ? ? i. The Spider and the Wind dccccviii.Presently, El Abbas looked out of the window of the saloon and saw thereby a
house of goodly ordinance, lofty of building and abounding in chambers, with two upper stories; but therein was no sign of inhabitants. So he said
to the merchant, "Indeed, thou exceedest in doing us honour; but, by Allah, I will not eat of thy victual till thou tell me what is the reason of the
emptiness of yonder house." "O my lord," answered the other, "that was El Ghitrif's house and he was admitted to the mercy of God (79) and left
none other heir than myself; so it became mine, and by Allah, if thou hast a mind to sojourn in Baghdad, do thou take up thine abode in this house,
so thou mayst be in my neighbourhood; for that indeed my heart inclineth unto thee with love and I would have thee never absent from my sight, so
I may still have my fill of thee and hearken to thy speech." El Abbas thanked him and said to him, "Indeed, thou art friendly in thy speech and
exceedest [in courtesy] in thy discourse, and needs must I sojourn in Baghdad. As for the house, if it like thee, I will abide therein; so take of me its
price.".138. Hind Daughter of En Numan and El Hejjaj dclxxxi.Then he arose and going in to his daughter, found her mother with her; so he set out
to them the case and Mariyeh said, "O father mine, my wish is subject unto (122) thy commandment and my will ensueth thy will; so whatsoever
thou choosest, I am still obedient unto thee and under thy dominion." Therewithal the King knew that Mariyeh inclined unto El Abbas; so he
returned forthright to King El Aziz and said to him, "May God amend the King! Verily, the occasion is accomplished and there is no opposition
unto that which thou commandest" Quoth El Aziz, "By God's leave are occasions accomplished. How deemest thou, O King, of fetching El Abbas
and drawing up the contract of marriage between Mariyeh and him?" And Ins ben Cais answered, saying, "Thine be it to decide.".When King
Shehriyar heard his brother's words he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and arising forthright, went in to his wife Shehrzad and gave her to know of
that which his brother purposed, to wit, that he sought her sister Dinarzad in marriage; whereupon, "O king of the age," answered she, "we seek of
him one condition, to wit, that he take up his abode with us, for that I cannot brook to be parted from my sister an hour, because we were brought
up together and may not brook severance from each other. If he accept this condition, she is his handmaid." King Shehriyar returned to his brother
and acquainted him with that which Shehrzad had said; and he answered, saying, "Indeed, this is what was in my mind, for that I desire nevermore
to be parted from thee. As for the kingdom, God the Most High shall send unto it whom He chooseth, for that there abideth to me no desire for the
kingship.".? ? ? ? ? It rests with him to heal me; and I (a soul he hath Must suffer that which irks it), go saying, in my fear.So the youth obeyed his
father's commandment and taking him, carried him to the slave-dealer and said to the latter, 'Sell me this old man.' Quoth the dealer, 'Who will buy
this fellow, and he a man of fourscore?' Then said he to the king, 'In what crafts dost thou excel?' Quoth he, 'I know the quintessence of jewels and I
know the quintessence of horses and that of men; brief, I know the quintessence of all things.' So the dealer took him and went about, offering him
for sale to the folk; but none would buy. Presently, up came the overseer of the [Sultan's] kitchen and said, 'What is this man?' And the dealer
answered, 'This is a slave for sale.' The cook marvelled at this and bought the king for ten thousand dirhems, after questioning him of what he could
do. Then he paid down the money and carried him to his house, but dared not employ him in aught of service; so he appointed him an allowance,
such as should suffice for his livelihood, and repented him of having bought him, saying, 'What shall I do with the like of this fellow?'.? ? ? ? ? In
glory's raiment clad, by thee the stars of heaven are shamed And in amaze the full moon stares to see thy goodlihead..? ? ? ? ? All wasted is my
body and bowels tortured sore; Love's fire on me still waxeth, mine eyes with tears still rain..To return to the queen his wife. When the Magian fled
with her, he proffered himself to her and lavished unto her wealth galore, but she rejected his suit and was like to slay herself for chagrin at that
which had befallen and for grief for her separation from her husband. Moreover, she refused meat and drink and offered to cast herself into the sea;
but the Magian shackled her and straitened her and clad her in a gown of wool and said to her, 'I will continue thee in misery and abjection till thou
obey me and consent to my wishes.' So she took patience and looked for God to deliver her from the hand of that accursed one; and she ceased not
to travel with him from place to place till he came with her to the city wherein her husband was king and his goods were put under seal..?THE
SIXTH VOYAGE OF SINDBAD THE SAILOR..?STORY OF THE MAN OF KHORASSAN, HIS SON AND HIS GOVERNOR..When King
Shah Bekht heard his vizier's story, he gave him leave to withdraw to his own house and he abode there the rest of the night and the next day till the
evening..? ? ? ? ? "The glory's not in those whom raiment rich makes fair, But those who still adorn the raiment that they wear.".? ? ? ? ? Couched
are their limber spears, right long and lithe of point, Keen- ground and polished sheer, amazing wit and brain..Now she had brought to the pavilion
aforetime a little brass coffer and laid it in a place whereof I knew not; so, when the inspector of inheritances (190) came, he searched the pavilion
and found the coffer, with the key in the lock. So he opened it and finding it full of jewels and jacinths and earrings and seal-rings and precious
stones, such as are not found save with kings and sultans, took it, and me with it, and ceased not to put me to the question with beating and torment
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till I confessed to them the whole affair from beginning to end, whereupon they carried me to the Khalif and I told him all that had passed between
me and her; and he said to me, "O man, depart from this city, for I acquit thee for thy valiance sake and because of thy [constancy in] keeping thy
secret and thy daring in exposing thyself to death." So I arose forthright and departed his city; and this is what befell me.'".? ? ? ? ? Favour or flout
me, still my soul shall be Thy ransom, in contentment or despite..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Before I rent my clothes, reproach me not, I pray..Now there was
before us a high mountain, (200) rising [abruptly] from the sea, and the ship fell off into an eddy, (201) which bore it on till presently it struck upon
the skirt (202) of the mountain and broke in sunder; whereupon the captain came down [from the mast], weeping, and said, 'God's will be done!
Take leave of one another and look yourselves out graves from to-day, for we have fallen into a predicament (203) from which there is no escape,
and never yet hath any been cast away here and come off alive.' So all the folk fell a-weeping and gave themselves up for lost, despairing of
deliverance; friend took leave of friend and sore was the mourning and lamentation; for that hope was cut off and they were left without guide or
pilot. (204) Then all who were in the ship landed on the skirt of the mountain and found themselves on a long island, whose shores were strewn
with [wrecks], beyond count or reckoning, [of] ships that had been cast away [there] and whose crews had perished; and there also were dry bones
and dead bodies, heaped upon one another, and goods without number and riches past count So we abode confounded, drunken, amazed, humbling
ourselves [in supplication to God] and repenting us [of having exposed ourselves to the perils of travel]; but repentance availed not in that place..? ?
? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? la. The Disciple's Story dcccci.? ? ? ? ? Love's slave, I keep my troth with them; but, when they vowed, Fate made itself Urcoub, (16)
whom never oath could bind..40. Jaafer ben Yehya and Abdulmelik ben Salih dlxv.54. The Woman whose Hands were cut off for Almsgiving
dcxli.When Galen heard this, he ordered the weaver the amount of his wife's dowry and bade him pay it to her and divorce her. Moreover, he
forbade him from returning to the practice of physic and warned him never again to take to wife a woman of better condition than himself; and he
gave him his spending-money and bade him return to his [former] craft. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary or rarer than the story of
the two sharpers who cozened each his fellow.".Some with religion themselves concern and make it their business all, i. 48..Reshid (Er), Tuhfet el
Culoub and, ii. 203..Bekhtzeman, Story of King, i. 115..Her verses pleased the kings of the Jinn and they said, 'By Allah, thou sayst sooth!' Then
she rose to her feet, with the lute in her hand, and played and sang, whilst the Jinn and the Sheikh Aboultawaif danced. Then the latter came up to
her and gave her a carbuncle he had taken from the hidden treasure of Japhet, son of Noah (on whom be peace), and which was worth the kingdom
of the world; its light was as the light of the sun and he said to her, 'Take this and glorify thyself withal over (233) the people of the world.' She
kissed his hand and rejoiced in the jewel and said, 'By Allah, this beseemeth none but the Commander of the Faithful.'.On the morrow, he betook
himself to the shop of his friend the druggist, who welcomed him and questioned him of his case and how he had fared that day. Quoth the singer,
'May God requite thee with good, O my brother! For that thou hast directed me unto easance!' And he related to him his adventure with the woman,
till he came to the mention of her husband, when he said, 'And at midday came the cuckold her husband and knocked at the door. So she wrapped
me in the mat, and when he had gone about his business, I came forth and we returned to what we were about.' This was grievous to the druggist
and he repented of having taught him [how he should do] and misdoubted of his wife. So he said to the singer, 'And what said she to thee at thy
going away?' And the other answered, 'She bade me come back to her on the morrow. So, behold, I am going to her and I came not hither but that I
might acquaint thee with this, lest thy heart be occupied with me.' Then he took leave of him and went his way. As soon as the druggist was assured
that he had reached the house, he cast the net over his shop (195) and made for his house, misdoubting of his wife, and knocked at the door..When
King Shehriyar heard this story, he came to himself and awaking from his drunkenness, (164) said, "By Allah, this story is my story and this case is
my case, for that indeed I was in wrath (165) and [danger of] punishment till thou turnedst me back from this into the right way, extolled be the
perfection of the Causer of causes and the Liberator of necks! Indeed, O Shehrzad," continued he, "thou hast awakened me unto many things and
hast aroused me from mine ignorance.".When the king heard this, wonderment gat hold of him and his admiration for the vizier redoubled; so he
bade him go to his house and return to him [on the morrow], according to his wont. Accordingly, the vizier withdrew to his lodging, where he
passed the night and the ensuing day..Then said the Sheikh Iblis, 'We were best acquaint Queen Kemeriyeh and Queen Zelzeleh and Queen
Sherareh and Queen Wekhimeh; and when they are assembled, God shall ordain [that which He deemeth] good in the matter of her release.' 'It is
well seen of thee,' answered Es Shisban and despatched to Queen Kemeriyeh an Afrit called Selheb, who came to her palace and found her asleep;
so he aroused her and she said, 'What is to do, O Selheb?' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'come to the succour of thy sister Tuhfeh, for that Meimoun
hath carried her off and outraged thine honour and that of the Sheikh Iblis.' Quoth she, 'What sayest thou?' And she sat up and cried out with a great
cry. And indeed she feared for Tuhfeh and said, 'By Allah, indeed she used to say that he looked upon her and prolonged the looking on her; but ill
is that to which his soul hath prompted him.' Then she arose in haste and mounting a she-devil of her devils, said to her, 'Fly.' So she flew off and
alighted with her in the palace of her sister Sherareh, whereupon she sent for her sisters Zelzeleh and Wekhimeh and acquainted them with the
news, saying, 'Know that Meimoun hath snatched up Tuhfeh and flown off with her swiftlier than the blinding lightning.'.Meanwhile, the youth
abode expecting his governor's return, but he returned not; wherefore concern and chagrin waxed upon him, because of his mistress, and his
longing for her redoubled and he was like to slay himself. She became aware of this and sent him a messenger, bidding him to her. So he went to
her and she questioned him of the case; whereupon he told her what was to do of the matter of his governor, and she said to him, 'With me is
longing the like of that which is with thee, and I misdoubt me thy messenger hath perished or thy father hath slain him; but I will give thee all my
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trinkets and my clothes, and do thou sell them and pay the rest of my price, and we will go, I and thou, to thy father.'.It is said that the most
extraordinary of that which happened to Er Reshid was as follows: His brother El Hadi, (153) when he succeeded to the Khalifate, enquired of a
seal-ring of great price, that had belonged to his father El Mehdi, (154) and it came to his knowledge that Er Reshid had taken it. So he required it
of the latter, who refused to give it up, and El Hadi insisted upon him, but he still denied the seal-ring of the Khalifate. Now this was on the bridge
[over the Tigris], and he threw the ring into the river. When El Hadi died and Er Reshid succeeded to the Khalifate, he came in person to that
bridge, with a seal-ring of lead, which he threw into the river at the same place, and bade the divers seek it. So they did [his bidding] and brought
up the first ring, and this was reckoned [an omen] of Er Reshid's good fortune and [a presage of] the continuance of his reign. (155).? ? ? ? ? The
huntress of th' eyes (60) by night came to me. "Turn in peace," [Quoth I to her;] "This is no time for visiting, I ween.".Ninth Officer's Story, The, ii.
167..Then said the young man, the villager's son, 'And I, O holy woman, my father brought us a woman who had been stoned, and my people
tended her till she recovered. Now she was surpassing of beauty; so I required her of herself; but she refused and clave fast to God (to whom belong
might and majesty), wherefore folly (8) prompted me, so that I agreed with one of the youths that he should steal clothes and coin from my father's
house. Then I laid hands on him [and carried him] to my father and made him confess. So he avouched that the woman was his mistress from the
city and had been stoned on his account and that she was of accord with him concerning the theft and had opened the doors to him, and this was a
lie against her, for that she had not yielded to me in that which I sought of her. So there befell me what ye see of punishment." And the young man,
the thief, said, 'I am he with whom thou agreedst concerning the theft and to whom thou openedst the door, and I am he who avouched against her
falsely and calumniously and God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) knoweth that I never did evil with her, no, nor knew her in any
wise before then.'."Except," continued the Khalif, "he were the enemy of God, he had wished for her in this world, so he might after [repent and]
return to righteous dealing. By Allah, he shall not come in to me! Who is at the door other than he?" Quoth Adi, "Jemil ben Mamer el Udhri (51) is
at the door;" and Omar said, "It is he who says in one of his odes" ... [And he recited the following:].? ? ? ? ? j. The Two Kings dcxvi.? ? ? ? ?
Alack, my grief! Thou wast, indeed, grown absent from my yiew, Yet art the apple of mine eye nor couldst from me divide..A certain king sat one
day on the roof of his palace, diverting himself with looking about him, and presently, chancing to look aside, he espied, on [the roof of] a house
over against his palace, a woman, never saw his eyes her like. So he turned to those who were present and said to them, "To whom belongeth
yonder house?" "To thy servant Firouz," answered they, "and that is his wife." So he went down, (and indeed love had made him drunken and he
was passionately enamoured of her), and calling Firouz, said to him, "Take this letter and go with it to such a city and bring me the answer." Firouz
took the letter and going to his house, laid it under his head and passed that night. When the morning morrowed, he took leave of his wife and set
out for the city in question, unknowing what the king purposed against him..? ? ? ? ? a. The Christian Broker's Story xxv.My fortitude fails, my
endeavour is vain, ii. 95..When the queen heard the last of the talk, she said to the cook, 'The judgment between you shall not be but in accordance
with justice.' Then she dismissed all those who were present and turning to her brother, said to him, 'Indeed thy soothfastness is established with me
and the truth of thy speech, and praised be God who hath brought about union between thee and thy wife! So now begone with her to thy country
and leave [seeking] thy sister Selma and depart in peace.' But Selim answered, saying, 'By Allah, by the virtue of the All-knowing King, I will not
turn back from seeking my sister till I die or find her, if it please God the Most High!' Then he called his sister to mind and broke out with the
following verses from a heart endolored, afflicted, disappointed, saying:.In my soul the fire of yearning and affliction rageth aye, iii. 65..On this
wise he abode a space of days, after which he made himself at home in the land and took to himself comrades and got him friends galore, with
whom he addressed himself to diversion and good cheer. Moreover, he went a-pleasuring with his friends and their hearts were solaced [by his
company] and he entertained them with stories and civilities (161) and diverted them with pleasant verses and told them abundance of histories and
anecdotes. Presently, the report of him reached King Jemhour, lord of Cashghar of Hind, and great was his desire [for his company]. So he went in
quest of him and Abdallah repaired to his court and going in to him, kissed the earth before him. Jemhour welcomed him and entreated him with
kindness and bade commit him to the guest-house, where he abode three days, at the end of which time the king sent [to him] a chamberlain of his
chamberlains and let bring him to his presence. When he came before him, he greeted him [with the usual compliment], and the interpreter accosted
him, saying, "King Jemhour hath heard of thy report, that thou art a goodly boon-companion and an eloquent story-teller, and he would have thee
company with him by night and entertain him with that which thou knowest of anecdotes and pleasant stories and verses." And he made answer
with "Hearkening and obedience.".They lighted down without the place and when they arose in the morning, they saw a populous and goodly city,
fair of seeming and great, abounding in trees and streams and fruits and wide of suburbs. So the young man said to his sister Selma, 'Abide thou
here in thy place, till I enter the city and examine it and make assay of its people and seek out a place which we may buy and whither we may
remove. If it befit us, we will take up our abode therein, else will we take counsel of departing elsewhither.' Quoth she, 'Do this, trusting in the
bounty of God (to whom belong might and majesty) and in His blessing.'.?Story of King Dadbin and His Viziers..123. The Blacksmith who could
Handle Fire without Hurt cccclxxi.Then he conferred on him a dress of honour and engaged to him for the completion of the dowry and sent to his
father, giving him the glad news and comforting his heart with [the tidings of] his son's safety; after which he said to Bihzad, Arise, O my son, and
go to thy father.' 'O king,' rejoined the prince, 'complete thy kindness to me by [hastening] my going-in to my wife; for, if I go back to my father,
till he send a messenger and he return, promising me, the time will be long.' The king laughed and marvelled at him and said to him, 'I fear for thee
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from this haste, lest thou come to shame and attain not thy desire.' Then he gave him wealth galore and wrote him letters, commending him to the
father of the princess, and despatched him to them. When he drew near their country, the king came forth to meet him with the people of his realm
and assigned him a handsome lodging and bade hasten the going-in of his daughter to him, in compliance with the other king's letter. Moreover, he
advised the prince's father [of his son's coming] and they busied themselves with the affair of the damsel..Some misconception seems to exist as to
the story of Seif dhoul Yezen, a fragment of which was translated by Dr. Habicht and included, with a number of tales from the Breslau Text, in the
fourteenth Vol. of the extraordinary gallimaufry published by him in 1824-5 as a complete translation of the 1001 Nights (224) and it has, under the
mistaken impression that this long but interesting Romance forms part of the Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night, been suggested that a
complete translation of it should be included in the present publication. The Romance in question does not, however, in any way, belong to my
original and forms no part of the Breslau Text, as will be at once apparent from an examination of the Table of Contents of the latter (see post, p.
261), by which all the Nights are accounted for. Dr. Habicht himself tells us, in his preface to the first Vol. of the Arabic Text, that he found the
fragment (undivided into Nights) at the end of the fifth Volume of his MS., into which other detached tales, having no connection with the Nights,
appear to have also found their way. This being the case, it is evident that the Romance of Seif dhoul Yezen in no way comes within the scope of
the present work and would (apart from the fact that its length would far overpass my limits) be a manifestly improper addition to it. It is, however,
possible that, should I come across a suitable text of the work, I may make it the subject of a separate publication; but this is, of course, a matter for
future consideration..Sharpers who cheated each his Fellow, The Two, ii. 28..When the day departed and the evening came, the king sat in his privy
chamber and summoned the vizier, who presented himself to him and he questioned him of the story. So the vizier said, "Know, O august king,
that.? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Chief of the Boulac Police dcv.? ? ? ? ? Then was my heart by that which caused my agitation seared, And from mine
eyelids still the tears poured down without relent..Patience, Of the Advantages of, i. 89..90. The Devout Prince cccci.? ? ? ? ? Thy letter reached
me; when the words thou wrot'st therein I read, My longing waxed and pain and woe redoubled on my head..75. The Imam Abou Yousuf with
Haroun er Reshld and Zubeideh ccclxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Old Man's Story ii.When his father saw the strength of his determination to
travel, he fell in with his wishes and equipped him with five thousand dinars in cash and the like in merchandise and sent with him two
serving-men. So the youth set out, trusting in the blessing of God the Most High, and his father went out with him, to take leave of him, and
returned [to Damascus]. As for Noureddin Ali, he gave not over travelling days and nights till he entered the city of Baghdad and laying up his
loads in the caravanserai, made for the bath, where he did away that which was upon him of the dirt of the road and putting off his travelling
clothes, donned a costly suit of Yemen stuff, worth an hundred dinars. Then he put in his sleeve (6) a thousand mithcals (7) of gold and sallied
forth a-walking and swaying gracefully as he went. His gait confounded all those who beheld him, as he shamed the branches with his shape and
belittled the rose with the redness of his cheeks and his black eyes of Babylonian witchcraft; indeed, thou wouldst deem that whoso looked on him
would surely be preserved from calamity; [for he was] even as saith of him one of his describers in the following verses:.Conclusion..So she arose
and making the ablution, prayed that which behoved her of prayers (213) and accompanied the four queens to the palace, where she saw the candles
lighted and the kings sitting. She saluted them and seated herself upon her couch; and behold, King Es Shisban had changed his favour, for all the
pride of his soul. Then came up Iblis (whom God curse!) and Tuhfeh rose to him and kissed his hands. He in turn kissed her hand and called down
blessings on her and said, 'How deemest thou? Is [not] this place pleasant, for all its loneliness and desolation?' Quoth she, 'None may be desolate
in this place;' and he said, 'Know that no mortal dare tread [the soil of] this place.' But she answered, 'I have dared and trodden it, and this is of the
number of thy favours.' Then they brought tables and meats and viands and fruits and sweetmeats and what not else, to the description whereof
mortal man availeth not, and they ate till they had enough; after which the tables were removed and the trays and platters (214) set on, and they
ranged the bottles and flagons and vessels and phials, together with all manner fruits and sweet-scented flowers..Mariyeh, El Abbas and, iii.
53..Then the king acquainted the people [of his court] with the matter and said to them,' O folk, how deem ye of my looking to the issues of
affairs?' And they all marvelled at his wisdom and foresight. Then he turned to his father and said to him, 'Hadst thou looked to the issue of thine
affair and dealt deliberately in that which thou didst, there had not betided thee this repentance and grief all this time.' Then he let bring his mother
and they rejoiced in each other and lived all their days in joy and gladness. What then," continued the young treasurer, "is more grievous than the
lack of looking to the issues of affairs? Wherefore hasten thou not in the slaying of me, lest repentance betide thee and sore concern.".So the
sharper took the two thousand dinars and made off; and when he was gone, the merchant said to his friend, the [self-styled] man of wit and
intelligence, 'Harkye, such an one! Thou and I are like unto the hawk and the locust.' 'What was their case?' asked the other; and the merchant
said,.Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The Seventh, iii. 224..Then he commanded one of the slave-girls to take the lute and strike it at Aboulhusn's
head, whilst the rest smote upon their instruments. [So they played and sang,] till Aboulhusn awoke at the last of the night and heard the noise of
lutes and tabrets and the sound of the pipes and the singing of the slave-girls, whereupon he opened his eyes and finding himself in the palace, with
the slave-girls and eunuchs about him, exclaimed, 'There is no power and no virtue but in God the Most High, the Supreme! Verily, I am fearful of
the hospital and of that which I suffered therein aforetime, and I doubt not but the Devil is come to me again, as before. O my God, put thou Satan
to shame!" Then he shut his eyes and laid his head in his sleeve and fell to laughing softly and raising his head [bytimes], but [still] found the
apartment lighted and the girls singing..? ? ? ? ? One of the host am I of lovers sad and sere For waiting long drawn out and expectation drear..Then
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El Abbas went in to Mariyeh in a happy and praiseworthy hour (123) and found her an unpierced pearl and a goodly filly that had never been
mounted; wherefore he rejoiced and was glad and made merry, and care and sorrow ceased from him and his life was pleasant and trouble departed
and he abode with her in the gladsomest of case and in the most easeful of life, till seven days were past, when King El Aziz determined to set out
and return to his kingdom and bade his son seek leave of his father-in-law to depart with his wife to his own country. [So El Abbas bespoke King
Ins of this] and he granted him the leave he sought; whereupon he chose out a red camel, taller (124) than the [other] camels, and mounting
Mariyeh in a litter thereon, loaded it with apparel and ornaments..Then she took the lute and smote thereon, after the fashion she had learnt from
the Sheikh Iblis, so that Er Reshid's wit was dazed for excess of delight and his understanding was confounded for joy; after which she improvised
and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Yea, in the night the thought of you still slays me; Hidden are my traces from the wise men's sight,.The old
man betook himself to the city, as she bade him, and enquired for the money-changer, to whom they directed him. So he gave him the ring and the
letter, which when he saw, he kissed the letter and breaking it open, read it and apprehended its purport. Then he repaired to the market and buying
all that she bade him, laid it in a porter's basket and bade him go with the old man. So the latter took him and went with him to the mosque, where
he relieved him of his burden and carried the meats in to Sitt el Milah. She seated him by her side and they ate, he and she, of those rich meats, till
they were satisfied, when the old man rose and removed the food from before her..When the prince came before him, he sought of him his daughter
in marriage, and the king said, 'Indeed, thou art her equal, but none dare name a man to her, because of her aversion to men.' So the prince pitched
his tents under the windows of the princess's palace, till one day he got hold of one of her favourite slave-girls and gave her wealth galore. Quoth
she to him, 'Hast thou a wish?' 'Yes,' answered he and acquainted her with his case; and she said, 'Indeed thou puttest thyself in peril.' Then he
abode, flattering himself with false hopes, till all that he had with him was gone and the servants fled from him; whereupon quoth he to one in
whom he trusted, 'I am minded to go to my country and fetch what may suffice me and return hither.' And the other answered, 'It is for thee to
decide.' So they set out to return, but the way was long to them and all that the prince had with him was spent and his company died and there
abode but one with him, on whom he loaded what remained of the victual and they left the rest and fared on. Then there came out a lion and ate the
servant, and the prince abode alone. He went on, till his beast stood still, whereupon he left her and fared on afoot till his feet swelled..52. The
Devout Israelite cccxlviii.31. The City of Lebtait dxxxii.Thy haters say and those who malice to thee bear, iii. 8..? ? ? ? ? As at the casement high
she sat, her charms I might espy, For from her cheeks the envious veil that hid them she had ta'en..The old man kissed his hand and went away;
whereupon quoth Er Reshid to him, 'O Ishac, who is yonder man and what is his occasion?' 'O my lord,' answered the other, 'this is a man called
Said the Slave-dealer, and he it is who buyeth us slave-girls and mamelukes. (169) He avoucheth that with him is a fair [slave-girl, a] lutanist,
whom he hath withheld from sale, for that he could not fairly sell her till he had shown her to me.' 'Let us go to him,' said the Khalif,'so we may
look on her, by way of diversion, and see what is in the slave-dealer's barrack of slave-girls.' And Ishac answered, 'Commandment belongeth to
God and to the Commander of the Faithful.' Then he went on before them and they followed in his track till they came to the slave-dealer's barrack
and found it high of building and spacious of continence, with sleeping-cells and chambers therein, after the number of the slave-girls, and folk
sitting upon the benches..This was grievous to the princess and it irked her sore that he should not remember her; so she called her slave- girl
Shefikeh and said to her, "Go to El Abbas and salute him and say to him, 'What hindereth thee from sending my lady Mariyeh her part of thy
booty?'" So Shefikeh betook herself to him and when she came to his door, the chamberlains refused her admission, until they should have gotten
her leave and permission. When she entered, El Abbas knew her and knew that she had somewhat of speech [with him]; so he dismissed his
mamelukes and said to her, "What is thine errand, O handmaid of good?" "O my lord," answered she, "I am a slave-girl of the Princess Mariyeh,
who kisseth thy hands and commendeth her salutation to thee. Indeed, she rejoiceth in thy safety and reproacheth thee for that thou breakest her
heart, alone of all the folk, for that thy largesse embraceth great and small, yet hast thou not remembered her with aught of thy booty. Indeed, it is
as if thou hadst hardened thy heart against her." Quoth he, "Extolled be the perfection of him who turneth hearts! By Allah, my vitals were
consumed with the love of her [aforetime] and of my longing after her, I came forth to her from my native land and left my people and my home
and my wealth, and it was with her that began the hardheartedness and the cruelty. Nevertheless, for all this, I bear her no malice and needs must I
send her somewhat whereby she may remember me; for that I abide in her land but a few days, after which I set out for the land of Yemen.".73.
The Miller and his Wife ccclxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? s. The House with the Belvedere dccccxcv.16. The Fox and the Crow cl.When the king heard this, his
wrath subsided and he said, "Carry him back to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair.".Omar ben Abdulaziz and the Poets, The
Khalif, i. 45..As for Er Razi and El Merouzi, they made peace with each other and sat down to share the booty. Quoth El Merouzi, 'I will not give
thee a dirhem of this money, till thou pay me my due of the money that is in thy house.' And Er Razi said 'I will not do it, nor will I subtract this
from aught of my due.' So they fell out upon this and disputed with one another and each went saying to his fellow, 'I will not give thee a dirhem!'
And words ran high between them and contention was prolonged..?STORY OF THE KING WHO LOST KINGDOM AND WIFE AND
WEALTH AND GOD RESTORED THEM TO HIM..? ? ? ? ? I crave none other than thou for friend, beloved of my heart; So trust in my speech,
for the generous are true and trusty still..Akil rejoiced in the coming of El Abbas and the slaughter of his enemy and all in his camp rejoiced also
and cast dresses of honour upon Aamir. Moreover, Akil bade go forth to meet El Abbas, and commanded that none, great or small, freeman or
slave, should tarry behind. So they did his bidding and going forth all, met El Abbas at three parasangs' distance from the camp. When they met
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him, they all dismounted from their horses and Akil and he embraced and clapped hands. (95) Then they returned, rejoicing in the coming of El
Abbas and the slaughter of their enemy, to the camp, where tents were pitched for the new-comers and carpets spread and game killed and beasts
slaughtered and royal guest-meals spread; and on this wise they abode twenty days, in the enjoyment of all delight and solace of life..When the
king had departed on his journey, the vizier said in himself, 'Needs must I look upon this damsel whom the king loveth with all this love.' So he hid
himself in a place, that he might look upon her, and saw her overpassing description; wherefore he was confounded at her and his wit was dazed
and love got the mastery of him, so that he said to her, saying, 'Have pity on me, for indeed I perish for the love of thee.' She sent back to him,
saying, 'O vizier, thou art in the place of trust and confidence, so do not thou betray thy trust, but make thine inward like unto thine outward (113)
and occupy thyself with thy wife and that which is lawful to thee. As for this, it is lust and [women are all of] one taste. (114) And if thou wilt not
be forbidden from this talk, I will make thee a byword and a reproach among the folk.' When the vizier heard her answer, he knew that she was
chaste of soul and body; wherefore he repented with the utmost of repentance and feared for himself from the king and said, 'Needs must I contrive
a device wherewithal I may destroy her; else shall I be disgraced with the king.'.When her people arose in the morning and saw her not, they sought
her in the camp, but, finding her not and missing me also, doubted not but she had fled with me. Now she had four brothers, as they were falcons,
and they mounted and dispersed in quest of us. When the day dawned [on the fourth morning], the dog began to bark and the other dogs answered
him and coming to the mouth of the pit, stood howling to him. My wife's father, hearing the howling of the dogs, came up and standing at the brink
of the pit, [looked in and] beheld a marvel. Now he was a man of valour and understanding, an elder versed (62) in affairs so he fetched a rope and
bringing us both forth, questioned us of our case. I told him all that had betided and he abode pondering the affair..58. The King's Daughter and the
Ape ccclv.Presently, there came in upon us a spunger, without leave, and we went on playing, whilst he played with us. Then quoth the Sultan to
the Vizier, "Bring the spunger who cometh in to the folk, without leave or bidding, that we may enquire into his case. Then will I cut off his head."
So the headsman arose and dragged the spunger before the Sultan, who bade cut off his head. Now there was with them a sword, that would not cut
curd; (151) so the headsman smote him therewith and his head flew from his body. When we saw this, the wine fled from our heads and we became
in the sorriest of plights. Then my friends took up the body and went out with it, that they might hide it, whilst I took the head and made for the
river..Presently, the vizier entered and the king signed to him to cause avoid the place. So he signed to those who were present to withdraw, and
they departed; whereupon quoth the king to him, "How deemest thou, O excellent vizier, O loyal counsellor in all manner of governance, of a
vision I have seen in my sleep?" "What is it, O king?" asked the vizier, and Shah Bekht related to him his dream, adding, "And indeed the sage
interpreted it to me and said to me, 'An thou put not the vizier to death within a month, he will slay thee.' Now I am exceeding both to put the like
of thee to death, yet do I fear to leave thee on life. What then dost thou counsel me that I should do in this matter?" The vizier bowed his head
awhile, then raised it and said, "God prosper the king! Verily, it skills not to continue him on life of whom the king is afraid, and my counsel is that
thou make haste to put me to death.".So the merchant went forth, afflicted, sorrowful, weeping, [and wandered on along the sea-shore], till he came
to a sort of divers diving in the sea for pearls. They saw him weeping and mourning and said to him, 'What is thy case and what maketh thee weep?'
So he acquainted them with his history, from first to last, whereby they knew him and said to him, 'Art thou [such an one] son of such an one?'
'Yes,' answered he; whereupon they condoled with him and wept sore for him and said to him, 'Abide here till we dive for thy luck this next time
and whatsoever betideth us shall be between us and thee.' Accordingly, they dived and brought up ten oysters, in each two great pearls; whereat
they marvelled and said to him, 'By Allah, thy luck hath returned and thy good star is in the ascendant!' Then they gave him ten pearls and said to
him, 'Sell two of them and make them thy capital [whereon to trade]; and hide the rest against the time of thy straitness.' So he took them, joyful
and contented, and addressed himself to sew eight of them in his gown, keeping the two others in his mouth; but a thief saw him and went and
advertised his mates of him; whereupon they gathered together upon him and took his gown and departed from him. When they were gone away,
he arose, saying, 'These two pearls [in my mouth] will suffice me,' and made for the [nearest] city, where he brought out the pearls [and repairing to
the jewel- market, gave them to the broker], that he might sell them..? ? ? ? ? O skinker of the vine-juice, let the cup 'twixt us go round, For in its
drinking is my hope and all I hold most dear..There was once in the land [of Egypt and] the city of Cairo, [under the dynasty] of the Turks, (84) a
king of the valiant kings and the exceeding mighty Sultans, by name El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari. (85) He was used to storm
the Islamite strongholds and the fortresses of the Coast (86) and the Nazarene citadels, and the governor of his [capital] city was just to the folk, all
of them. Now El Melik ez Zahir was passionately fond of stories of the common folk and of that which men purposed and loved to see this with his
eyes and hear their sayings with his ears, and it befell that he heard one night from one of his story-tellers (87) that among women are those who
are doughtier than men of valour and greater of excellence and that among them are those who will do battle with the sword and others who cozen
the quickest-witted of magistrates and baffle them and bring down on them all manner of calamity; whereupon quoth the Sultan, 'I would fain hear
this of their craft from one of those who have had to do theiewith, so I may hearken unto him and cause him tell.' And one of the story-tellers said,
'O king, send for the chief of the police of the town.'.Idiot and the Sharper, The, i. 298..So, when it was the foredawn hour, she tied his beard and
spreading a veil over him, cried out, whereupon the people of the quarter flocked to her, men and women. Presently, up came El Merouzi, for the
division of the money, and hearing the crying [of the mourners], said, 'What is to do?" Quoth they, 'Thy brother is dead;' and he said in himself,
'The accursed fellow putteth a cheat on me, so he may get all the money for himself, but I will do with him what shall soon bring him to life again.'
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Then he rent the bosom of his gown and uncovered his head, weeping and saying, 'Alas, my brother! Alas, my chief! Alas, my lord!' And he went
in to the men, who rose and condoled with him. Then he accosted Er Razi's wife and said to her, 'How came his death about?' 'I know not,'
answered she, 'except that, when I arose in the morning, I found him dead.' Moreover, he questioned her of the money and good that was with her,
but she said, 'I have no knowledge of this and no tidings.'.The raft fared on with me, running along the surface of the river, and entered into the
inward of the mountain, where the light of day forsook me and I abode dazed and stupefied, unknowing whither I went. Whenas I hungered, I ate a
little of the victual I had with me, till it was all spent and I abode expecting the mercy of the Lord of all creatures. (206) Presently I found myself in
a strait [channel] in the darkness and my head rubbed against the roof of the cave; and in this case I abode awhile, knowing not night from day,
whilst anon the channel grew straiter and anon widened out; and whenas my breast was straitened and I was confounded at my case, sleep took me
and I knew neither little nor much..? ? ? ? ? Him with my life I'd ransom whose rigours waste away My frame and cause me languish; yet, if he
would but hear,.When the morning morrowed, he recited the following verses:.13. The Wolf and the Fox cxlviii.Then he turned to the viziers and
said to them, "Out on ye! What liars ye are! What excuse is left you?" "O king," answered they, "there abideth no excuse for us and our sin hath
fallen upon us and broken us in pieces. Indeed we purposed evil to this youth and it hath reverted upon us, and we plotted mischief against him and
it hath overtaken us; yea, we digged a pit for him and have fallen ourselves therein." So the king bade hoist up the viziers upon the gibbets and
crucify them there, for that God is just and ordaineth that which is right. Then Azadbekht and his wife and son abode in joyance and contentment,
till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and they died all; and extolled be the perfection of the [Ever-]Living One, who dieth not, to whom
be glory and whose mercy be upon us for ever and ever! Amen..Now this letter was written with ultramarine upon the skin of the hog-deer, the
which is goodlier than parchment or paper and inclineth unto yellow, and was to the following effect: 'From the King of Hind, before whom are a
thousand elephants and on the battlements of his palace a thousand jewels, [to the Khalif Haroun er Reshid, greeting]. To proceed: (209) we send
thee some small matter of presents, which do thou accept and be to us as a brother and a friend, for that the love of thee aboundeth in our heart and
we would have thee to know that we look to thee for an answer. Indeed, we are sharers with thee in love and fear, ceasing (210) never to do thee
honour; and for a beginning, we send thee the Book of the Quintessence of Balms and a present after the measure of that which is fallen to our lot.
Indeed, this is unworthy of thy rank, but we beseech thee, O brother, to favour us by accepting it, and peace be on thee!'.As for the woman, whenas
the man went out from her, she resolved to depart; so she went forth, saying in herself, 'There is no journeying for me in woman's attire.' Then she
donned men's apparel, such as is worn of the pious, and set out and wandered over the earth; nor did she leave going till she entered a certain city.
Now the king of that city had an only daughter in whom he gloried and whom he loved, and she saw the devotee and deeming her a pilgrim youth,
said to her father, 'I would fain have this youth take up his abode with me, so I may learn of him wisdom and renunciation and religion.' Her father
rejoiced in this and commanded the [supposed] pilgrim to take up his sojourn with his daughter in his palace. Now they were in one place and the
king's daughter was strenuous to the utterest in continence and chastity and nobility of mind and magnanimity and devotion to the worship of God;
but the ignorant slandered her (5) and the folk of the realm said, 'The king's daughter loveth the pilgrim youth and he loveth her.'.? ? ? ? ? If to my
favours thou aspire and covet me, good lack! What leach such madness can assain or what medicament?.Young Men, El Hejjaj and the Three, i.
53..Presently, as they stood by the mouth of the pit, the lion came scrambling up the sides and would have issued forth; but, as often as he showed
his head, they pelted him with stones, till they beat him down and he fell; whereupon one of the hunters descended into the pit and despatched him
and saw the boy wounded; after which he went to the cabinet, where he found the woman dead, and indeed the lion had eaten his fill of her. Then
he noted that which was therein of clothes and what not else, and advising his fellows thereof, fell to passing the stuff up to them. Moreover, he
took up the boy and bringing him forth of the pit, carried him to their dwelling-place, where they dressed his wounds and he grew up with them,
but acquainted them not with his affair; and indeed, when they questioned him, he knew not what he should say, for that he was little, when they let
him down into the pit. The hunters marvelled at his speech and loved him with an exceeding love and one of them took him to son and abode
rearing him with him [and instructing him] in hunting and riding on horseback, till he attained the age of twelve and became a champion, going
forth with the folk to the chase and to the stopping of the way..? ? ? ? ? n. The Man and his Wilful Wife dcxxviii.When the king heard this from the
youth, his anger subsided; so he bade restore him to the prison, and the folk dispersed that day..Now in that town was a man of good breeding and
large generosity, a merchant of condition, young of years and bright of face, who had come to that town from his own country with great store of
merchandise and wealth galore. He took up his abode therein and the place was pleasant to him and he was lavish in expenditure, so that he came to
the end of all his good and there remained with him nothing save that which was upon him of raiment. So he left the lodging wherein he had
abidden in the days of his affluence, after he had wasted (260) that which was therein of furniture, and fell to harbouring in the houses of the
townsfolk from night to night..The Tenth Night of the Month..When the king heard this story, he deemed it pleasant and said, "This story is near
unto that which I know and meseemeth I should do well to have patience and hasten not to slay my vizier, so I may get of him the story of the king
and his son." Then he gave the vizier leave to go away to his own house; so he thanked him and abode in his house all that day..Officer's Story, The
Thirteenth, ii. 181..? ? ? ? ? Whenas its jar was opened, the singers prostrate fell In worship of its brightness, it shone so wonder-clear..When the
king returned from his journey, he questioned his vizier of the affairs of his kingdom and the latter answered, 'All is well, O king, save a vile
matter, which I have discovered here and wherewith I am ashamed to confront the king; but, if I hold my peace thereof, I fear lest other than I
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discover it and I [be deemed to] have played traitor to the king in the matter of my [duty of] loyal warning and my trust.' Quoth Dabdin, 'Speak, for
thou art none other than a truth-teller, a trusty one, a loyal counsellor in that which thou sayest, undistrusted in aught.' And the vizier said, 'O king,
this woman to whose love thy heart cleaveth and of whose piety thou talkest and her fasting and praying, I will make plain to thee that this is craft
and guile.' At this, the king was troubled and said, 'What is to do?' 'Know,' answered the vizier, 'that some days after thy departure, one came to me
and said to me, "Come, O vizier, and look." So I went to the door of the [queen's] sleeping-chamber and beheld her sitting with Aboulkhair, her
father's servant, whom she favoureth, and she did with him what she did, and this is the manner of that which I saw and heard.'.We abode thus till
the setting-in of the time of mid-afternoon, when she said, "Needs must I wash before I go." Quoth I, "Get water wherewithal we may wash," and
pulled out from my pocket about a score of dirhems, thinking to give them to her; but she said, "I seek refuge with God!" and brought out of her
pocket a handful of silver, saying, "But for destiny and that God hath caused the love of thee fall into my heart, there had not happened that which
hath happened." Quoth I, "Take this in requital of that which thou hast spent;" and she said, "O my lord, by and by, whenas companionship is
prolonged between us, thou wilt see if the like of me looketh unto money and gain or no." Then she took a pitcher of water and going into the
lavatory, washed (111) and presently coming forth, prayed and craved pardon of God the Most High for that which she had done..Things, The King
who knew the Quintessence of, i. 239.? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Officer's Story dccccxxxiv.Temam (Abou), Story of Ilan Shah and, i. 126..Then the
two kings appointed their father-in-law the vizier to be viceroy in Samarcand and assigned him five of the chief amirs to accompany him, charging
them attend him and do him service. The vizier kissed the earth and prayed that they might be vouchsafed length of life. Then he went in to his
daughters, whilst the eunuchs and ushers walked before him, and saluted them and bade them farewell. They kissed his hands and gave him joy of
the kingship and bestowed on him treasures galore. Then he took leave of them and setting out, journeyed days and nights till he came within three
days' journey of Samarcand, where the townspeople met him and rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy. So he entered Samarcand and they
decorated the city, and it was a notable day. He sat down on the throne of his kingship and the viziers did him homage and the grandees and amirs
of Samarcand and prayed that he might be vouchsafed justice and victory and length of continuance [on life]. So he bestowed on them dresses of
honour and entreated them with worship and they made him Sultan over them..? ? ? ? ? Love no light matter is, O folk, nor are the woe and care
And blame a little thing to brook that unto it pertain..Then came forward the thirteenth officer and said, 'I will tell you a story that a man of my
friends told me. (Quoth he).Then said the Khalif to her, 'Repeat thy playing, O Tuhfeh.' So she repeated it and he said to her, 'Well done!'
Moreover, he said to Ishac, 'Thou hast indeed brought me that which is extraordinary and worth in mine eyes the empire of the earth.' Then he
turned to Mesrour the eunuch and said to him, 'Carry Tuhfeh to the lodging of honour.' (189) Accordingly, she went away with Mesrour and the
Khalif looked at her clothes and seeing her clad in raiment of choice, said to Ishac, 'O Ishac, whence hath she these clothes?' 'O my lord, answered
he, 'these are somewhat of thy bounties and thy largesse, and they are a gift to her from me. By Allah, O Commander of the Faithful, the world, all
of it, were little in comparison with her!' Then the Khalif turned to the Vizier Jaafer and said to him, 'Give Ishac fifty thousand dirhems and a dress
of honour of the apparel of choice.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' replied Jaafer and gave him that which the Khalif ordered him..? ? ? ? ? b. The
Merchant's Wife and the Parrot dlxxix.EL MAMOUN AND ZUBEIDEH (163).After this, the authorities compounded with the highwayman for his
submission, and when he came before them, they enriched him and he became in such favour with the Sultan's deputy that he used to eat and drink
with him and there befell familiar converse between them. On this wise they abode a great while, till, one day, the Sultan's deputy made a banquet,
and therein, for a wonder, was a roasted francolin, which when the robber saw, he laughed aloud. The deputy was angered against him and said to
him, "What is the meaning of thy laughter? Seest thou default [in the entertainment] or dost thou mock at us, of thy lack of breeding?" "Not so, by
Allah, O my lord," answered the highwayman. "But I saw yonder francolin and bethought myself thereanent of an extraordinary thing; and it was
on this wise. In the days of my youth, I used to stop the way, and one day I fell in with a man, who had with him a pair of saddle-bags and money
therein. So I said to him, 'Leave these bags, for I mean to kill thee.' Quoth he, 'Take the fourth part of [that which is in] them and leave [me] the
rest.' And I said, 'Needs must I take the whole and slay thee, to boot.' Then said he, 'Take the saddle-bags and let me go my way.' But I answered,
'Needs must I slay thee.' As we were in this contention, he and I, behold, he saw a francolin and turning to it, said, 'Bear witness against him, O
francolin, that he slayeth me unjustly and letteth me not go to my children, for all he hath gotten my money.' However, I took no pity on him
neither hearkened to that which he said, but slew him and concerned not myself with the francolin's testimony.".Then he turned back, pondering
upon that sleeping youth, and coming to him, as he slept, lighted down from his horse and sat down by him. He fixed his eyes upon his face and
considered him awhile and said in himself, 'For aught I know, this youth may be Melik Shah.' And he fell a-hemming and saying, 'Harkye, O
youth!' Whereupon the sleeper awoke and sat up; and the eunuch said to him, 'Who is thy father in this village and where is thy dwelling?' The
youth sighed and answered, 'I am a stranger;' and the eunuch said, 'From what land art thou and who is thy father?' Quoth the other, 'I am from such
a land,' and the eunuch ceased not to question him and he to answer him, till he was certified of him and knew him. So he rose and embraced him
and kissed him and wept over his case. Moreover, he told him that he was going about in quest of him and informed him that he was come privily
from the king his mother's husband and that his mother would be content [to know] that he was alive and well, though she saw him not..?THE
TENTH OFFICER'S STORY..Then he wept again and El Abbas said to him, "Fear not for me, for thou knowest my prowess and my puissance in
returning answers in the assemblies of the land and my good breeding (63) and skill in rhetoric; and indeed he whose father thou art and whom
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thou hast reared and bred and in whom thou hast united praiseworthy qualities, the repute whereof hath traversed the East and the West, thou
needest not fear for him, more by token that I purpose but to seek diversion (64) and return to thee, if it be the will of God the Most High." Quoth
the king, "Whom wilt thou take with thee of attendants and [what] of good?" "O father mine," replied El Abbas, "I have no need of horses or
camels or arms, for I purpose not battle, and I will have none go forth with me save my servant Aamir and no more.".Old Woman and the Draper's
Wife, The, ii. 55..When King Shah Bekht heard his vizier's speech, he was confounded before him and abashed and marvelled at the gravity of his
understanding and his patience. So he sprang up to him and embraced him and the vizier kissed his feet. Then the king called for a sumptuous dress
of honour and cast it over Er Rehwan and entreated him with the utmost honour and showed him special favour and restored him to his rank and
vizierate. Moreover he imprisoned those who had sought his destruction with leasing and committed unto himself to pass judgment upon the
interpreter who had expounded to him the dream. So the vizier abode in the governance of the realm till there came to them the Destroyer of
Delights; and this (added Shehrzad) is all, O king of the age, that hath come down to us of King Shah Bekht and his vizier..61. Abou Nuwas with
the three Boys and the Khalif Haroun er Reshid ccclxxxi.There was once, of old time, in one of the tribes of the Arabs, a woman great with child by
her husband, and they had a hired servant, a man of excellent understanding. When the woman came to [the time of her] delivery, she gave birth to
a maid-child in the night and they sought fire of the neighbours. So the journeyman went in quest of fire..Then the Khalif went in to the Lady
Zubeideh, pale with anger, and she noted this in him and said to him, "How cometh it that I see the Commander of the Faithful changed of colour?"
"O daughter of my uncle," answered he, "I have a beautiful slave-girl, who reciteth verses and telleth stories, and she hath taken my whole heart;
but she loveth other than I and avoucheth that she loveth her [former] master; wherefore I have sworn a great oath that, if she come again to my
sitting-chamber and sing for other than I, I will assuredly take a span from her highest part." (21)Quoth Zubeideh, "Let the Commander of the
Faithful favour me with her presence, so I may look on her and hear her singing." So he bade fetch her and she came, whereupon the Lady
Zubeideh withdrew behind the curtain, whereas she saw her not, and Er Reshid said to her, "Sing to us." So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the
following verses:.Presently, the vizier heard of the merchant's coming; so he sent to him and let bring him to his house and talked with him awhile
of his travels and of that which he had abidden therein, and the merchant answered him thereof. Then said the vizier, 'I will put certain questions to
thee, which if thou answer me, it will be well [for thee].' And the merchant rose and made him no answer. Quoth the vizier, 'What is the weight of
the elephant?' The merchant was perplexed and returned him no answer and gave himself up for lost. Then said he, 'Grant me three days' time.' So
the vizier granted him the delay he sought and he returned to his lodging and related what had passed to the old woman, who said, 'When the
morrow cometh, go to the vizier and say to him, "Make a ship and launch it on the sea and put in it an elephant, and when it sinketh in the water,
[under the beast's weight], mark the place to which the water riseth. Then take out the elephant and cast in stones in its place, till the ship sink to the
mark aforesaid; whereupon do thou take out the stones and weigh them and thou wilt know the weight of the elephant"'.? ? ? ? ? Midmost the
watches of the night I see thee, in a dream; A lying dream, for he I love my love doth not repay..As they were thus engaged, behold, up came the
dancers and mountebanks, with their pipes and drums, whilst one of their number forewent them, with a great banner in his hand, and played all
manner antics with his voice and limbs. When they came to the Courthouse, the Cadi exclaimed, "I seek refuge with God from yonder Satans!"
And the merchant laughed, but said nothing. Then they entered and saluting his highness the Cadi, kissed Alaeddin's hands and said, "God's
blessing on thee, O son of our uncle! Indeed, thou solacest our eyes in that which thou dost, and we beseech God to cause the glory of our lord the
Cadi to endure, who hath honoured us by admitting thee to his alliance and allotted us a part in his high rank and dignity." When the Cadi heard
this talk, it bewildered his wit and he was confounded and his face flushed with anger and he said to his son-in-law, "What words are these?" Quoth
the merchant, "Knowest thou not, O my lord, that I am of this tribe? Indeed this man is the son of my mother's brother and that other the son of my
father's brother, and I am only reckoned of the merchants [by courtesy]!".? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Calender's Story xl.124. The Saint to whom God
gave a Cloud to serve him and the Devout King cccclxxiii.? ? ? ? ? Tell me, was ever yet a mortal spared of thee?.? ? ? ? ? And left me all forlorn,
to pine for languishment,
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