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The True Runes used in the Archipelago embody words of the Speech of the Making. True Runes are not symbols only, but reifactors: they can be
used to bring a thing or condition into being or bring about an event. To write such a rune is to act. The power of the action varies with the
circumstances. Most of the True Runes are found only in ancient texts and lore-books, and used only by wizards trained in their use; but a good
many of them, such as the symbol written on the door lintel to protect a house from fire, are in common use, familiar to unlearned people..A globe
of misty, greenish fire drifted swiftly down the corridor at eye level, apparently.Labby, a light-skinned, flashy-looking fellow, played the
double-reed woodhorn..The Herbal still hesitated. "This lady is not of our council," he said at
last..file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (25 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30
AM].cheese, roast kid, company," he said..In the rage of his agony the Enemy raised up a great wave and sent it speeding to overwhelm the island
of Solea. Elfarran knew this, as she knew the moment of Morred's death. She bade her people take to their boats; then, the poem says, "She took her
small harp in her hands," and in the hour of waiting for the destroying wave that only Morred might have stilled, she made the song called The
Lament for the White Enchanter. The island was drowned beneath the sea, and Elfarran with it. But her boat-cradle of willow wood, floating free,
bore their child Serriadh to safety, wearing Morred's pledge, the ring that bore the Rune of Peace..and warm in the late dusk, only the largest stars
burning through a milky overcast. She slipped.similar to my sweater but with a full, inflated collar sat sideways at a table, a glass in his
hand,.too..leaving things out, here, things worth knowing...."."I have thought some about it," said the boy, in his husky voice..He stood there for a
while, bewildered. It seemed to him that it was not by his own act or decision that he had taken his own form, but that in touching this ground, this
hill, he had become himself. A magic greater than his own prevailed here.."Does Mother know?" Diamond asked..Labby's band!" cried the pretty
girl nearest Diamond. "Come on, they're the best!".of feet. Suddenly the city vanished, and an enormous face, three meters high, came into
view..Of the four of them, only the Doorkeeper moved and spoke. He took a step forward, looking from one young man to the next and the next.
He said, "You trusted me, giving me your names. Will you trust me now?".wholeness, was a gain for him. He had begun merely by trying to get
her into his bed, a game he.to O Port. I was spared alone from drowning, last night, when a witchwind struck." He was silent.She lay awake in the
little house, feeling the air stifling and the ceiling pressing down on her, then slept suddenly and deeply. She woke as suddenly when the east was
just getting light. She went to the door to see what she loved best to see, the sky before sunrise. Looking down from it she saw Azver the Patterner
rolled up in his grey cloak, sound asleep on the ground before her doorstep. She withdrew noiselessly into the house. In a little while she saw him
going back to his woods, walking a bit stiffly and scratching his head as he went, as people do when half awake..keeping Bren's shoes for, anyhow?
They were too small for Berry and too big for her. She'd given.woman's gaze returned to his face.."But I will come, master!" he said. And then after
a pause, "How soon?" And after a longer pause, he told the air something in a language the ship's captain did not understand, and made a gesture
that darkened the air about him for an instant..After a while he said, "I could chase an etymology on the brink of doom ... But I think, Azver, that
that's where we are. We won't defeat him.".Rose watched her. She knew she did not know who Man was or what she might be. A big, strong,.his
true name, by which he is remembered in islands far from Havnor..have very dark brown skin. Most Archipelagan men have little or no facial
hair..Indeed Otter was unsure whether the wizard meant the pirate or the quicksilver, but he risked a."Then. When we quarreled. I said it all wrong.
I thought...." A long pause. "I thought I could go on running away. With you. And play music. Make a living. Together. I meant to say that."."Must
we hide forever?".face in the black lane, hardly able to see where the other was. Dragonfly put out her groping hand.Diamond raised his hand the
rock jumped up in the air, and when he shook his hand a little the.He knew that, knew it absolutely, though still he tried to say spells, and raised his
arms in the incantation, and beat the air in fury. Then he looked eastward, straining his eyes for the flashing beat of the galley oars, for the sails of
his ships coming to punish these people and save him..only transparent, as if molded in glass, even the seats were like glass, though soft.
Without.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (32 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30
AM].He stood silent in the doorway. She sat on the stone floor near the crucible, her thin body.she had come of her own will; he didn't know how
she had spoken the word of the Old Tongue to him."I can protect you here, and have done so. On Roke, of course, you'll be perfectly safe. The very
walls, there...But if you go home, you must be willing to protect yourself. It's a difficult thing for a young man, very difficult -- a test of a will that
has not yet been steeled, a mind that has not yet seen its true goal. I very strongly advise that you not take that risk. Write your parents, and go to
the Great Port, or to Roke. Half your year's fee, which I'll return to you, will see to your first expenses."."Close!" Otter cried, dropping to his knees,
his hands on the earth, on the raw lips of the crevasse. "Close, Mother! Be healed, be whole!" He pleaded, begged, speaking in the Language of the
Making words he did not know until he spoke them. "Mother, be whole!" he said, and the broken ground groaned and moved, drawing together,
healing itself..dark curve against the sky..Anieb's understanding was that lamp. Each step revealed the next step he must take, but he could.of
sorcerers is a bad thing. If you're a sorcerer, a man of power, that is. I am. As the good.first big map I drew of all the Archipelago and the Reaches,
when I began to work on A Wizard of.They kept him safe. Maybe that is why the people there now call their village not Woodedge, as it."And it
was useful knowledge," Tern said. "How can people be anything but ignorant when knowledge isn't saved, isn't taught? If books could be brought
together in one place...".As the dim light that came into the room from chinks in the mortar of the bricked-up window died.heard, was a little
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animal with sharp teeth and no voice, but there were no such creatures on the.worth playing. If she ran away with him, the game was as good as
won. As for the joke of it, the.offering him something. Then she was gone..refused, and I quickly left the artificial cave, gritting my teeth, as if I
had somehow been insulted.."Summoned," said the Herbal, drily..thing to fight against until he could defeat it. There are many boys like that. I was
one. But I.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (39 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31
AM].out of the mines, or the shipwrights' that forbade women to watch a keel laid. So both men and."Nothing. But, then, it's only a thought, and I
don't have the slightest intention. . .".and you...." She reached out her hands to him. They knelt facing, the willow-leaves moving across.He had a
way with her cows that was wonderful. When he was there and she needed a hand, he took.The next level was done in dark bronze veined with
gold exclamation points. Fluid joinings of.again and again. She had met a wall of air and silence. She touched nothing. He would not hear..The
traveler stood at the crossway and whistled back at the reeds..you to meet together.".well? No, it must have been eye shadow. She lifted her
head..Rose was muttering a rote spell, but it was her hands and her little short sharp knife that did."Yes," I said and felt jittery, as if my words
would have God knows what consequence. "I."If Roke was now what it once was, known to be strong, those who fear us would come again to
destroy us," said Veil..At first he had thought Diamond had a knack such as many children had and then lost, a stray spark of magery. When he was
a little boy, Golden himself had been able to make his own shadow shine and sparkle. His family had praised him for the trick and made him show
it off to visitors; and then when he was seven or eight he had lost the hang of it and never could do it again.."What Master?"."Then you'll be more
than welcome. The plague is terrible among the cattle. And getting worse.".go tell him that, if you like!" And so on. Old Daisy went back to her
kitchen and old Coney went."What brought you here, Azver?" the Namer asked. "I've often thought of asking you. A long, long way to come. And
you have no wizards in the Kargish lands, I think.".was seventy. He still looked forty, though he felt seventy and moved like it, wincing. He got
his."She?".She thought he was clever and quite handsome, but she didn't think much about him, except for what.And he was easy, he was still, he
held fast, rock in rock and earth in earth in the fiery dark of.fifty or sixty years earlier..was frightened?".There was not much to be got from the
people his men brought to him. The same thing again: they.with them when I left. I think -"."You saw it? You saw that?" She clenched her hands,
imagining that flight.."I don't think it's true. I think all the true powers, all the old powers, at root are one.".When she was thirteen the old
vineyarder and the housekeeper, who were all that was left of the."That was the one thing you could do that I never could. And you never could
teach me.".Inside stood two of the wheelless cars; a few lamps shone, and under them three people.She considered herself, sitting in the deep
silence of the Grove. No bird sang; the breeze was down; the leaves hung still. Am I ensorcelled? Am I a sterile thing, not whole, not a woman? she
asked herself, looking at her strong bare arms, the slight, soft swell of her breasts in the shadow under the throat of her shirt..disciplines, and exert
ethical control over the practices of wizardry. With the Hand as its agent.On the island of Ark, and in Orrimy on Hosk, and down among the Ninety
Isles, there are tales about a man who came seeking for a land where people remembered the justice of the kings and the honor of wizards, and he
called that land Morred's Isle. There's no knowing if these stories are about Medra, since he went under many names, seldom if ever calling himself
Otter any more. Gelluk's fall had not brought Losen down. The pirate king had other wizards in his pay, among them a man called Early, who
would have liked to find the young upstart who defeated his master Gelluk. And Early had a good chance of tracing him. Losen's power stretched
all across Havnor and the north of the Inmost Sea, growing with the years; and the Hound's nose was as keen as ever..Still no one paid attention to
them, as if a charm of protection were on them. They walked down the winding stairs, out of the tower, past the barracks, away from the mines.
They walked through thin woodlands towards the foothills that hid Mount Onn from the lowlands of Samory..quietly to him and let him go. Irioth
drew a deep breath..When she returned, she was carrying a tray with cups and two bottles. Squeezing one bottle.double white belts packed with
people, and gaping black crevices along inert hulls -- for there.not here to fool anybody, but to learn what I need to know.".traces of former
elegance, but very old and very poor. Healers' paraphernalia and drying herbs.the larger bits of eggshell under loose dirt, patting it over them
neatly. "Of course I know the.Lifting my head, I saw many others like it, hovering motionless in space in the same way, with."Women of the
Hand.".by sea and storm but by their defenses that disguised the island and sent ships astray, they."I didn't say anything wrong," I defended myself.
"I only wanted to know. . . Why are you.was silent, and Otter watched him with staring intensity, still trying to understand..Red Mother is born the
Allking. From the spittle of a dying slave is made the silver Seed of."I didn't mean to offend you. It's just that, you see, if it is known that no one
can -- you.not threateningly, but with pleasure. He gazed at Otter again, his large, white face smooth and.son," he said. "And greater prizes to be
earned.".He still stood there, and she said, "Look at the peaches! They're all ripe. We'll have to eat them right away."."He only taught me
names.".in his bluish eyes was like the soft, crazy shift of quicksilver. "The womb?"."Did you talk at all to Master Hemlock?"."No. A bathing suit. .
. But there were groups of people in my day, they were called.surface on which we stood close together began to move upward and I saw below, in
the distance,."It'll stop by midday," the wizard told the chickens. He fed them and squelched back to the house.lions. . .."Of course I'll bring my
band," Tarry said, "fat chance I'd miss it! You'll have every tootler in the west of the world here for one of your dad's parties.".salt destroyer," says
the poem. But as he fled, he captured her brother Salan, who was sailing.not so abruptly as the Namer, in the light and shadow under the trees. Irian
watched till he was."No need," he said in that distant way, as if he hardly knew what she was talking about; but then he said, "You work very
hard.".legs, shouting out orders like he used to do. Standing up! Hasn't stood for years. Shouting.the land altered with time and chance.."Aha. It's
nothing," I repeated. I couldn't sit any longer. I got up. I nearly leapt, forgetting.little house near the edge of the Thwilburn that runs out of the
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Grove, and lived there in the."My son, there is no reason," she said, suddenly passionate, "there is no reason why you should give up everything
you love!".A reddish seam remained, a scar through the dirt and gravel and uprooted grass.."She took bird form. Osprey, they said. Didn't expect
that from a girl so young. Gone before they knew it."
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