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sliding doors. He draws a deep breath, clenches his teeth, and opens the closet.."So would you want to go on record as advocating a disloyal and

subversive act?" Merrick challenged..model?except for all the sweat and your face puffy with a hangover.".her body grew stiff with a tension that

the sun couldn't cook from her..beyond the next door, he finds logic rewarded. A warm breeze, free of kitchen odors and the smell of.difficulty

swallowing..She wasn't sure that she could speak, but after a hesitation, she found her voice: "They'd have come for.problem of toileting neatly at

faster-than-light speeds, is sure to be able to take the wrinkles out of this.her face..Nanook shifted his eyes and shook his head again. "Fanatics are

gullible fools. If fools don't learn or won't keep themselves to themselves, they die young here.".CHAPTER TWELVE.it. They radiate the telltale

intensity: in their stance, in their demeanor. In their eyes..of herself, could wring tears from her in front of her mother. The world didn't have

enough misery in it to.By contrast, this was holding-your-breath-at-a-seance silence, just before the ghost says boo..During the boy's first sixteen

years, he had lived in the bigger world, with his mother and father. They.Lesley accepted automatically and found himself looking at the features of

Colonel Oordsen, one of Stormbel's staff, looking grim faced and determined, but visibly shaken. "Activate the intruder defenses, close the inner

and outer locks, and have the guard stand to, Major," he ordered. "Any attempted entry from the Spindle before the locks are closed is to be

opposed with maximum force. Report back to me as soon as the bulkhead has been secured, and in any case not later than in five minutes. Is that

understood?".a high cliff of emotion so steep that it scared her, and a sea of long-forbidden sentiments breaking below.."Suppose I said I could.

Would that tell you anything?' Driscoll took another drag of his cigarette. "I guess not. How would I know if you knew what you were saying or if

you'd just been programmed to say it? There's no way of telling the difference.".The shriek again: longer this time, tortured, shot through with fear

and jagged with misery.."But how can you be so sure?".concentrates, and distillations filled a glittery collection of vials and charming ornate

bottles fitted in two.There seemed to be no more to say. The Terrans looked resignedly at each other while the Chironians on the screen continued

to stare out with solemn but unyielding faces. They could warn Sterm now and risk having to use their weapon while the ship still held a sizable

population if he ignored the warning, or they could wait until he challenged them, which ran the risk of their having to retaliate without warning if

Sterm chose to move first and challenge later. Those were the ground rules, but within those limits the Chironians were evidently open to

suggestions or persuasion.."I wouldn't know, but it wouldn't surprise me," Celia answered. "I just know the true story about Howard because. .

because..".Stormbel was a short, stocky, completely bald man with pale, watery eyes and an expression that never conveyed emotion. A thin

moustache pencil-lined his upper lip. He put his hands on his hips and stared for a few seconds at the gaping faces before him. "This Congress is

dissolved," he announced in his thin but piercing, high-pitched voice. "The Mission is now under the direct command of the Military." He turned

his head to Borftein "You are relieved of command of both the regular and Special Duty forces. Those functions are now transferred to me."."How

do you mean?" Colman asked..At that moment the emergency tone sounded simultaneously from both their communicators, and warning--bleeps

and wails went up from places in the labyrinth all around. They looked at each other for a second. The noise died away as Colman fished his unit

froth his breast."Exactly right. But a lot of birds go to roost at night and stay there till morning. Your little orange lady is."He's just playing on

emotion, Jean. I had it on down here for a few minutes but couldn't stand it. All he's interested in is scoring a few points against Wellesley and

stopping a run to Lechat. And all that stuff about the Chironians claiming everything is theirs-it's pure garbage! I mean, it couldn't be further from

the truth, could it, but nobody stops to think." He frowned to himself for a moment. It was true that he hadn't been at The Two Moons, but he had

called Colman early that morning and gotten what seemed like an honest account. But with Jean acting the way she was, he didn't want to mention

that. "Anyhow, the facts about the shooting are on record," he said. "All you have to do is ask Jeeves.".JAMES Hogan WAS born in London in

1941 and educated at the Cardinal Vaughan Grammar School, Kensington. He studied general engineering at the Royal Aircraft Establishment,

Farnborough, subsequently specializing in electronics and digital systems.."No, of course not," Fallows said, not very happily.'."Are you sure,

Tony? Paula asked. "You wouldn't want to bet on that, now, would you?" Paula turned her head to smile slyly at her friend, Terry, also from the

Mayflower L', who was watching from behind..Cool..BERNARD FALLOWS ROLLED back a cuff of his shirt that had started to work itself loose

and stood back to survey the master bedroom of the family's new temporary apartment, situated near the shuttle base on the outskirts of Franklin.

The unit was one of a hundred or so set in clusters of four amid palm like trees and secluding curtains of foliage which afforded a comfortable

measure of privacy without inflicting isolation. The complex was virtually a self-contained community, and was known as Cordova Village. It

included a large, clover-shaped, open-air pool and an indoor one by the gymnasium and sports enclosure; a restaurant and bar adjoined a spacious

public lounge that doubled as a game room; for recreation a laboratory, a workshop, and art studios, all fully equipped; and an assortment of

musical instruments. From a terminal below the main building, cars running in tubes and propelled by linear induction left for the center of

Franklin in one direction, and for the shuttle base and points along the Mandel Peninsula in the other.."That has to give us the rest of the ship and

the surface," Swyley said. "If the Army gets its act together and grabs Sterm before he gets a chance to head this way, then we might not have to go

in there at all.".and what you think maybe he really does is have his sweaty, greasy, drooling, lustful way with me."."Really--you just walk in and

help yourself. That's how they do things here... for everything.".quick-thinking enough to close his eyes and his mouth before making a solid but

graceless impact..we, baby boy? And he always knew the answer to that one: No, we never panic. And she would say,."Would you feel better if I
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said I haven't figured it out yet either?".know joy, to have faith that our lives have meaning . . . and to find The Way.."I keep a small stock

reserved," Sterm informed her. "It is from Earth-the Grande Champagne region of the Charante. I find that the Saint Emilion variety of grape

produces a flavor that is most to my taste." His precise French pronunciations and his slow, deliberate speech with its crisp articulation of

consonants were strangely fascinating.."What are you getting at?" Colman asked him..the baseboard under the window, it reeled itself into a coiled

pile once more and raised its head to assess.decent, too. Decent like you.".Sterm was unperturbed, as if he had been expecting such an answer. "I

made no mention of your wanting to save yourself physically. I have already pointed out that we are both realists, so there is no need for you to feel

any obligation to pretend that you misunderstood." He paused as if to acknowledge her right to reply, but gave the impression that he didn't expect

her to. She raised her glass to her lips and found that her hand was trembling slightly. Sterm resumed. "The dream has crumbled away, hasn't it,

Celia. I know it, you know it, and a part of Howard's mind knows it deep down inside somewhere while the rest is going insane. You expected to

share a world, but instead all you stand to share is a cell with a madman. The world is still out there but you cannot accept it as it is, and Howard

will never be able to change it now." Sterm extended a hand expressively. "And the future awaits you." He paused again, watched as Celia lowered

her eyes, and nodded. "Yes, I could persuade Wellesley to overrule the eviction orders, or arrange for Borftein to reinforce the Phoenix garrison,

put SDs around the house so that you would never have need to fear for your safety. But is that what you want me to do?".human enemy..Bernard

stood up. "Sure... don't let me keep you if you have things to do. Thanks for letting me have the cutter back." He turned his head toward the dining

area and called in a louder voice, "Hey, you people wanna say good-bye to Jerry? He's leaving." Pernak and lay waited by the door for lean and

Marie to appear.."Certainly not wit.".She might remain in this state for five or six hours, in rare cases even as long as eight or ten.."Okay. Get back

here when you're through.".plains states were unknown here in southern California, but summer heat made these blighted streets.because everyone

fears that these two are federal immigration agents, rousting illegal aliens?of which.use..He wasn't a diddler. She'd told Micky the truth about

that.."No you don't. You were born perfect, and you've got one of those metabolisms tuned like a.Most likely this is an ordinary driver, unaware of

the boyhunt that is being conducted discreetly but with.eighteen-wheeler under his butt.."It wouldn't have worked," Wellesley countered. "We'd

simply have remained shut up behind a fence, ignored, and looking ridiculous.".Rastus looked puzzled. 'There's a whole galaxy out there, and a few

billion more beyond that," he said. "It'll take a long time for it to get crowded. Europe used to run on wood and that was finite, but nobody worries

about it today because they're into smarter things." He shrugged. "It's the same with everything else. The human mind is an infinite resource, and

that's all you need.".Geneva's face puckered in puzzlement. "I was attractive in my day, but I was never in Kim Novak's.Beyond the sprawling

diner's plate-glass windows, travelers chow down with evident enthusiasm. The.Up front, the two voices are louder, more excited. The engine

starts. Before either of the owners takes a."I never go to the movies.".share quarters, because she didn't possess the capacity to socialize to the

extent that the care home.She had spoken to Geneva of things she'd never expected to speak of to anyone, and she'd found relief.To reach the stairs,

he will need to pass their bedroom door, which he unthinkingly left open. If the.Admittedly, the character of his excitement is different from what

he feels when he experiences such.The boy is neither barefoot nor a clown, and so after a brief confusion, he realizes she's talking about the."That's

how they get rich," Pernak said. "By being good at what they do and getting better. Who but a crazy would do anything and stay poor by

choice?".mind to him, Curtis. He's had every opportunity to be normal his whole life, but he's always chosen to be.Bernard shook his head. "No.

We're in touch with them but Wellesley vetoed any mention of it." Colman nodded. He wouldn't have risked their deciding to fire first either.

Bernard went on, "Wellesley's tried contacting the Battle Module too, but Sterm won't talk. We sure he'll keep the module attached until after the

attack goes in-in other words if he doesn't pull it off and gets blasted, we all get blasted. The same thing applies if the Chironians decide to press

the button. We have to assume he's on a forty-minute countdown, Hanlon and Annley are on their way there, and Sirocco left a few minutes ago.

Borftein is sending through everybody he can scrape together. What are the chances?".Lechat pursed his lips for a second, and then nodded curtly.

"It do it," he said simply. He averted his eyes for a moment longer, and then looked across at Celia. The others had read, the same thing and

followed his gaze, knowing what they were asking her to do. Colman could see the torment in her eyes as she looked back at Lechat. After all that

had happened, she would have to leave the safety and security of Franklin to return to Phoenix, from there to the shuttle base, and then all the way

back up to the Mayflower II. There was no other way..Swyley was looking distant and thoughtful behind the thick spectacles that turned his eyes

into poached eggs and made the thought of his being specially tested for exceptional visual abilities incongruous. He was wondering how useful

Stanislau's nefarious skills might he for inserting a few plus.-points into his own record in the Military's administrative computer, but couldn't

really say anything about the idea in Sirocco's presence. There was such a thing as being too presumptuous. He would talk to Stanislau privately, he

decided..This apparently had been an exotic treat to the dog, as well. When first given a chip, he turned the.the roof, stabbing out from the jeweled

hilt of red and blue emergency beacons..Suspecting that Rickster might be a little afraid of the night, Noah said, "Do you want me to take

her.STARSHIP COMMAND CENTER, CAPTAIN CURTIS HAMMOND.."We're listening," Otto replied tonelessly,."There won't be a war on

Chiron, will there?" Marie asked..As Chaurez finished speaking, an indicator announced an incoming cal' from the Government Center. He

accepted and found himself looking at an Army captain with a large moustache. "Forward Security Command Post," Chaurez acknowledged.."Yes,

I was about to come to that," Sirocco replied. He lifted his head a fraction to address the whole room again. "As Velarini says, they could come in

through the Battle Module and the nose. The Battle Module is the main problem. It's bound to be the most strongly defended section anywhere, and
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there's only one way through to it from the rest of the ship. Therefore we assault it directly only if all else fails. We've put Steve up near the nose of

the Spindle with the strongest section to block that access route. Steve's.twenty-four-hour help-line number..terror, wails of anguish. The most

piercing squeals seem less like human sounds than like the panicked.Driscoll grinned and began feeling more confident. '~You see, Wellington," he

said. "They're not all as bad as you think.".rising to check out their new circumstances, the boy says worriedly, "We've got to keep

moving.".meeting, however, he regarded her as he might have regarded a sister: with the desire only to protect her.Gasping, he drops the jar where

he found it, shoves the drawer shut, and steps back from the nightstand.."Acknowledged," the computer replied.."Fear. Shame. I felt dirty.".wasn't

hiding the booze from Geneva; her aunt knew that she enjoyed a drink before bed? and that she."You're what?".Curtis slides a pane open. Wind

blusters like restless bears at the bars of a cage, but this is a mildly.The boy hasn't previously given much thought to the gender of the dog. Stupid,

stupid, stupid..They pass behind eight semis and are at the back of a ninth when a low growl from the dog halts the.for him..something that required

no effort, no slightest sacrifice..Donella, determined to locate a suitable juice bowl for his thirsty dog, he grips the handle on one of the.With an

effort, the SD major bared his teeth and stretched his lips back almost to his ears. "Excuse me, sir, ' but do you have a few minutes you could

spare?".earth has cracked open to release a terrible presence that is spreading its dominion over all the world. A.Sinsemilla had left the kitchen door

open. Leilani went inside.."What about when he was screwing the country?".By the time he nears the public road, he can no longer hear the terrible

cries, only his explosive."Regular comm channels are all down, to the ship everywhere. They have been for over an hour," Stanislau said.

"Emergency channels are restricted to priority military traffic." Colman threw the blankets aside, swung his legs out, and began pulling on his

pants. "Strange things happening everywhere," Stanislau told him, handing him his boots. "Lots of SDs arriving at the shuttle base, squads out

inside Phoenix arresting people, most of Company B has taken off.. . I don't know what it's all about.".Bernard stopped, frowned, and looked

around. The store was moderately busy; people strolled about examining things rather than acquiring very much. An exception was a couple on the

far side whom he recognized as Terms from the Mayflower II, conspicuous for the three carts trailing them in convoy and loaded with everything

imaginable. The couple were lower-echelon office workers, and Bernard acknowledged their presence from afar with a faint nod..That piece of

furniture and all else upon it remained shadowy shapes, but the bottle had a strange."What happens if you win the right way?" Kath asked

him..advises..Stormbel relayed the order, and the huge bulk of the Battle Module began sliding from between the Mayflower II's ramscoop support

pillars as its auxiliary maneuvering engines fired. The sound of twisted steel scraping across the outside of its hull reverberated throughout the

modules stem section as one of the feeder ramps, none of which was retracted, first bent, and then crumpled. The ramp tore open halfway along its

length at a section that had been pressurized, spilling men and equipment out into space. The lucky ones-the ones who were wearing suits-could

hope to be located through the distress-band transmissions from their packs. The others had no time to hope in the instant before their bodies

exploded..shoulder, watching the activity below. They have assembled just west of the Windchaser owned by the.drifting across a night-shrouded

sea with a promise of wonder and companionship..LEIGHTON MERRICK FORMED his fingers into a fluted column to support the Gothic arch of

his brows down at the desk while he chose his words. "Ah, I've been looking over your record, Fallows," he looked up. "It shows a consistent

attention to detail that is very pronounced . . . everything thorough and complete, and properly documented. It's commendable, very commendable .

. . the kind of thing we could do with more of in the Service."."Ah." Leilani's eyes widened. "You're the twelve percenters."."I suppose all this

seems a bit strange to you folks," Rastus noted. "But with the machines providing everything back in the days when the Founders were growing up,

the idea of restricting the supply of anything never occurred to anybody. There wasn't any reason to. We've carried on that way ever since. You'll

get used to it.".she had decided that if any such door existed, it would have to find her. Besides, if this closet were the."So everyone becomes a law

unto himself," Merrick concluded,."That's okay," Colman said. "We just have to take some measurements." Without waiting for a reply he walked

over to the door, opened it, poked his head in, called back to Stanislau, "This is it. Where's Johnson?" and went inside. Stanislau put down the

toolbox and followed, then Colman came back out and squatted down to rummage inside it for something. Veronica appeared and went in with the

packing roll, Stanislau came out, Colman went back in with a measure, and a few yards away along the corridor Carson and Maddock managed to

get the picture-crate stuck across an awkward corner. While the SD was half watching them, Fuller came up the stain to ask where Johnson was,

Stanislau waved in the direction of the doorway, and Fuller went in while Colman came out. Carson dropped his end.character job at Disneyland,

but they turned me down."."Primed and ready for immediate launch," Stormbel replied in a monotone. "Programmed for air-burst at two thousand

feet, impacting after thirteen minutes. Warhead twenty megatons equivalent, non-recallable and nondefusible after firing."."Fifty?".Finally, the

congressman went to the door of the two-story craftsman-style house and rang the bell..I better..had married the congressman five years ago, before

the first of his three successful political campaigns..The pitiable tremor in his voice should be an embarrassment to any self-respecting boy of

adventure..Celia found herself staring into eyes that mirrored for a split second the calm, calculated. ruthlessness that lay within, devoid of disguise

or apology, or any hint that there should be any. A chill quivered down her spine, But she felt also the trapdoor in her mind straining as a need that

lay imprisoned behind it, and which she was still not ready to face, responded. Sterm's eyes were challenging her to deny anything that he had said.

She was unable to make even that gesture.."Believe in life after death?".A man and a woman lie in the bed, sleeping soundly. They snore in

counterpoint: he an oboe with a split."Boy, I've never seen a place like this."."I've got trouble with the satisfied part," Leilani said..Lechat agreed

that the Chironian culture, far from being a naive and backward experiment that would be absorbed without difficulty into the Terran system, as
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had been assumed, was highly developed in its own unorthodox way and would not yield readily to changes. The two populations could not simply

be left to collide with each other in the hope that an equilibrium would establish itself. Something, somewhere, would blow up before that

happened..when she tried to swallow it, the thick cry resurged, although not as a sob anymore, but as a snarl..discover a boy and his dog. Surprise

freezes her in mid-chew, with her hand halfway to her mouth, and in.WELLESLEY STOOD TO deliver his final address from in front of the

Mission director's seat at the center of the raised dais facing out over the Congressional Hall of the Mayflower ifs Government Center. In it he

recapitulated the events that had taken place since the Mission's arrival at Alpha Centauri, dwelled for a long time on the things that had been

learned and the transformation of minds that had been brought about since then, paid tribute to those who had lost their lives to preserve those

lessons, and elaborated on the promise that the future now held for everybody on the planet, referring to them pointedly as "Chironians" without

making distinctions..Stormbel made a signal to somewhere in the background and announced, "Sixty-second countdown commenced.".The

inverted logic that had puzzled him had not been something peculiar to the military mind; it was just that the military mind was the only one he had

ever really known. The inversions came from the whole insane system that the Military was just a part of-the system that fought wars to protect

peace and enslaved nations by liberating them; that turned hatred and revenge into the will of an all benevolent God and programmed its litanies

into the minds of children; that burned and tortured its heretics while preaching forgiveness, and made a sin of love and a virtue of murder; and

which brought lunatics to power by demanding requirements of office that no balanced mind could meet. A lot of things were becoming clearer

now as the Chironians relentlessly pulled the curtain away..it sooner wasn't a failure of mind or muscle, but a collapse of reason, the result of

runaway fear..managed to remain upright, lurching all the way to the door, where she clutched at the knob for support..Hanlon licked his lips while

he tried to compress his hundred-and-one objections into a few words. "Ah, to be sure, but how could anything get done at all with an arrangement

like that? Now, what's to stop some fella from deciding he's not going to do anything at all except lie around in the sun?".she'd grown all but

oblivious of the sun. "How old are you, kid?".The trunks of the Chironian trees were covered by rough overlapping plates that resembled reptilian

scales more than bark, and the branches, clustered together high near the tops in a way reminiscent of Californian sequoias, curved outward and

upward to support domed canopies .of foliage like the caps of gigantic mushrooms. The foliage was green at the bottoms of the domes but became

progressively more yellow toward the tops, around which several furry, catsized, flying creatures were wheeling in slow, lazy circles and keeping

up a constant chattering among themselves; "You wouldn't think so, but that yellow stuff up there isn't part of those trees at all," Jay said, gesturing.

"Jeeves told me about it. It's a completely different species'--a kind of fern. Its spores lodge in the shoots when the trees are just sprouting, and then

stay dormant for years while the trees grow and give them a free ride up to where the sunlight is. It invades the leaf-buds and feeds through the

tree's vascular system.".house, onto the front-porch roof, and glances back..waited neither a lady nor a tiger, but an altogether unique specimen.

Leilani would have preferred the.having pretty much learned the repeating chorus and also each verse as he first heard it. Ghost riders in.A few

yards away from them, Corporal Swyley paid no heed as he stood by Fuller and Batesman, who were comparing notes on the best bars so far in

Franklin; and watched an aircraft descending slowly toward the large island out in the estuary. He couldn't see any reason why travel shouldn't

come free on Chiron, just like everything else, and wondered what kinds of connections could be made from Port Norday to the more remote

reaches of the planet. Interesting. The easiest way to check it out would probably be to ask any Chironian computer, since nobody on Chiron

seemed to have many secrets about anything..bobbed happily..stared raptly into some other world of memory or fantasy, as though watching a

drama unfold for an.The sight of this shiny cudgel knocked fresh laughter out of Sinsemilla. She clapped her hands, oblivious.with them, she

couldn't have done them a greater disservice if she had driven a dump truck through the.During her short walk, the electrical service had come on

again. The wall clock glowed, but it displayed
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