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THE FAVOURITE AND HER LOVER. (174).If I must die, then welcome death to heal, iii. 23..So the prefect carried him up to the Sultan and he

said, "I have an advertisement for thee, O my lord." "What is thine advertisement?" asked the Sultan; and the thief said, "I repent and will deliver

into thy hand all who are evildoers; and whomsoever I bring not, I will stand in his stead." Quoth the Sultan, "Give him a dress of honour and

accept his profession of repentance." So he went down from the presence and returning to his comrades, related to them that which had passed and

they confessed his subtlety and gave him that which they had promised him. Then he took the rest of the stolen goods and went up with them to the

Sultan. When the latter saw him, he was magnified in his eyes and he commanded that nought should be taken from him. Then, when he went

down, [the Sultan's] attention was diverted from him, little by little, till the case was forgotten, and so he saved the booty [for himself].' The folk

marvelled at this and the fifteenth officer came forward and said, 'Know that among those who make a trade of knavery are those whom God the

Most High taketh on their own evidence against themselves.' 'How so?' asked they; and he said..? ? ? ? ? Deem not, O youth, that I to thee incline;

indeed, no part Have I in those who walk the ways, the children of the tent. (87).The Fifteenth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? Crude amber (158) in

its native land unheeded goes, but, when It comes abroad, upon the necks to raise it men delight..Therewith the king was filled with wrath and said,

"Bring him forthright," So they brought the youth before him, shackled, and the king said to him, "Out on thee! Thou hast sinned a great sin and the

time of thy life hath been long; (112) but needs must we put thee to death, for that there is for us no ease in thy life after this," "O king," answered

he, "know that I, by Allah, am guiltless, and by reason of this I hope for life, for that he who is guiltless of offence goeth not in fear of punishment

neither maketh great his mourning and his concern; but whoso hath sinned, needs must his sin be expiated upon him, though his life be prolonged,

and it shall overtake him, even as it overtook Dadbin the king and his vizier." "How was that?" asked Azadbekht, and the youth said,.The folk of

the quarter heard him and assembled under the window; and when he was ware of them, he opened the window and said to them, "Are ye not

ashamed, O pimps? Every one in his own house doth what he will and none hindereth him; but we drink one poor day and ye assemble and come,

cuckoldy varlets that ye are! To-day, wine, and to-morrow [another] matter; and from hour to hour [cometh] relief." So they laughed and dispersed.

Then the girl drank till she was intoxicated, when she called to mind her lord and wept, and the old man said to her, "What maketh thee weep, O

my lady?" "O elder," replied she, "I am a lover and separated [from him I love]." Quoth he, "O my lady, what is this love?" "And thou," asked she,

"hast thou never been in love?" "By Allah, O my lady," answered he, "never in all my life heard I of this thing, nor have I ever known it! Is it of the

sons of Adam or of the Jinn?" She laughed and said, "Verily, thou art even as those of whom the poet speaketh, when as he saith ..." And she

repeated the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Now God forbid a slave forget his liege lord's love! And how Of all things in the world should I forget the

love of thee?.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Until they left my heart on fire without allay..Vizier's Daughters, The Two Kings and the, iii. 145,.Now there was a

man of the kinsfolk of the Khalif [Haroun er Reshid], by name Abdulmelik ben Salih ben Ali ben Abdallah ben el Abbas, (148) who was great of

gravity and piety and decorousness, and Er Reshid was used instantly to require of him that he should keep him company in his carousals and drink

with him and had proffered him, to this end, riches galore, but he still refused. It chanced that this Abdulmelik es Salih came to the door of Jaafer

ben Yehya, that he might bespeak him of certain occasions of his, and the chamberlain, doubting not but he was the Abdulmelik ben Salih

aforesaid, whom Jaafer had charged him admit and that he should suffer none but him to enter, allowed him to go in to his master..The

Twenty-Seventh Night of the Month.When the two kings saw that woman's fashion and how she circumvented the Afrit, who had lodged her at the

bottom of the sea, they turned back to their kingdoms and the younger betook himself to Samarcand, whilst the elder returned to China and

established unto himself a custom in the slaughter of women, to wit, his vizier used to bring him a girl every night, with whom he lay that night,

and when he arose in the morning, he gave her to the vizier and bade him put her to death. On this wise he abode a great while, whilst the people

murmured and the creatures [of God] were destroyed and the commons cried out by reason of that grievous affair whereinto they were fallen and

feared the wrath of God the Most High, dreading lest He should destroy them by means of this. Still the king persisted in that fashion and in that his

blameworthy intent of the killing of women and the despoilment of the curtained ones, (159) wherefore the girls sought succour of God the Most

High and complained to Him of the tyranny of the king and of his oppressive dealing with them..WOMEN'S CRAFT..So saying, he turned away

from him and Saad fared on to the palace, where he found all the suite in attendance on the king and recounting to him that which had betided them

with El Abbas. Quoth the king, "Where is he?" And they answered, "He is with the Amir Saad." [So, when the latter entered], the king [looked, but]

found none with him; and Saad, seeing that he hankered after the youth, cried out to him, saying, "God prolong the king's days! Indeed, he refuseth

to present himself before thee, without leave or commandment." "O Saad," asked the king, "whence cometh this man?" And the Amir answered, "O

my lord, I know not; but he is a youth fair of favour, lovesome of aspect, accomplished in discourse, goodly of repartee, and valour shineth from

between his eyes.".As for that which hath befallen thee, verily, it hath befallen [many] kings before thee and their women have played them false,

for all they were greater of puissance than thou, yea, and mightier of kingship and more abounding in troops. If I would, I could relate unto thee, O

king, concerning the wiles of women, that whereof I could not make an end all my life long; and indeed, aforetime, in all these my nights that I

have passed before thee, I have told thee [many stories and anecdotes] of the artifices of women and of their craft and perfidy; but indeed the things

abound on me; (173) wherefore, if it like thee, O king, I will relate unto thee [somewhat] of that which befell kings of old time of the perfidy of
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their women and of the calamities which overtook them by reason of these latter." "How so?" asked the king. "Tell on." "Hearkening and

obedience,"answered Shehrzad."It hath been told me, O king, that a man once related to a company and spoke as follows:.61. Musab ben ez Zubeir

and Aaisheh his Wife dcxlix.The old woman went out, running, whilst the Khalif and Mesrour laughed, and gave not over running till she came

into the street. Aboulhusn saw her and knowing her, said to his wife, "O Nuzhet el Fuad, meseemeth the Lady Zubeideh hath sent to us to see who

is dead and hath not given credence to Mesrour's report of thy death; so she hath despatched the old woman, her stewardess, to discover the truth;

wherefore it behoveth me to be dead in my turn, for the sake of thy credit with the Lady Zubeideh." Accordingly, he lay down and stretched

himself out, and she covered him and bound his eyes and feet and sat at his head, weeping..When Tuhfeh heard this, she gave a great cry, that the

folk heard her and Kemeriyeh said, 'Relief is at hand.' Then she looked out to them and called to them, saying, 'O daughters of mine uncle, I am a

lonely maid, an exile from folk and country. So, for the love of God the Most High, repeat that song!' So Kemeriyeh repeated it and Tuhfeh

swooned away. When she came to herself, she said to Jemreh, 'By the virtue of the Apostle of God (whom may He bless and preserve!) except thou

suffer me go down to them and look on them and sit with them awhile, [I swear] I will cast myself down from this palace, for that I am weary of

my life and know that I am slain without recourse; wherefore I will slay myself, ere thou pass sentence upon me.' And she was instant with her in

asking..Then they arose and went up to the palace, whereupon the trays of food were brought and they ate and drank; after which quoth Queen Es

Shuhba, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to us, by way of thankoffering for thy deliverance, and favour us with that which shall solace our minds, for that indeed

my mind hath been occupied with thee.' Quoth Tuhfeh 'Hearkening and obedience, O my lady.' So she improvised and sang the following

verses:.Ten Viziers, The, i. 61.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. Story of King Sindbad and his Falcon v.There was once, in the land of Fars, (15) a man who

took to wife a woman higher than himself in rank and nobler of lineage, but she had no guardian to preserve her from want. It misliked her to marry

one who was beneath her; nevertheless, she married him, because of need, and took of him a bond in writing to the effect that he would still be

under her commandment and forbiddance and would nowise gainsay her in word or deed. Now the man was a weaver and he bound himself in

writing to pay his wife ten thousand dirhems, [in case he should make default in the condition aforesaid]..? ? ? ? ? Though little, with beauty myself

I've adorned; So the flowers are my subjects and I am their queen..? ? ? ? ? A fire in mine entrails burns, than which the fire of the hells denounced

For sinners' torment less scathing is: it seeketh me to slay..When the vizier came to the King of Samarcand [and acquainted him with his errand], he

submitted himself to the commandment [of his brother and made answer] with 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then he equipped himself and made

ready for the journey and brought forth his tents and pavilions. A while after midnight, he went in to his wife, that he might take leave of her, and

found with her a strange man, sleeping with her in one bed. So he slew them both and dragging them out by the feet, cast them away and set forth

incontinent on his journey. When he came to his brother's court, the latter rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy and lodged him in the pavilion of

entertainment, [to wit, the guest-house,] beside his own palace. Now this pavilion overlooked a garden belonging to the elder king and there the

younger brother abode with him some days. Then he called to mind that which his wife had done with him and remembered him of her slaughter

and bethought him how he was a king, yet was not exempt from the vicissitudes of fortune; and this wrought upon him with an exceeding despite,

so that it caused him abstain from meat and drink, or, if he ate anything, it profited him not..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? xa. The Old Woman and the Draper's

Wife dccccxvii.82. The Ignorant Man who set up for a Schoolmaster dclxvii.When he had made an end of his verses, he folded the letter and gave

it to the nurse, who took it and carried it to Mariyeh. When she came into the princess's presence, she saluted her; but Mariyeh returned not her

salutation and she said, "O my lady, how hard is thy heart that thou grudgest to return the salutation! Take this letter, for that it is the last of that

which shall come to thee from him." Quoth Mariyeh, "Take my warning and never again enter my palace, or it will be the cause of thy destruction;

for I am certified that thou purposest my dishonour. So get thee gone from me." And she commanded to beat the nurse; whereupon the latter went

forth fleeing from her presence, changed of colour and absent of wits, and gave not over going till she came to the house of El Abbas..At daybreak,

my friend returned and opening the door, came in, bringing with him meat-pottage (177) and fritters and bees' honey, (178) and said to me, 'By

Allah, thou must needs excuse me, for that I was with a company and they locked the door on me and have but now let me go.' But I returned him

no answer. Then he set before me that which was with him and I ate a single mouthful and went out, running, so haply I might overtake that which

had escaped me. (179) When I came to the palace, I saw over against it eight-and-thirty gibbets set up, whereon were eight-and-thirty men

crucified, and under them eight-and-thirty concubines as they were moons. So I enquired of the reason of the crucifixion of the men and concerning

the women in question, and it was said unto me, 'The men [whom thou seest] crucified the Khalif found with yonder damsels, who are his

favourites.' When I heard this, I prostrated myself in thanksgiving to God and said, 'God requite thee with good, O my friend!' For that, had he not

invited me [and kept me perforce in his house] that night, I had been crucified with these men, wherefore praise be to God!.? ? ? ? ? All through the

day its light and when the night grows dark, My grief forsakes me not, no, nor my heavy cheer..My flower a marvel on your heads doth show, ii.

254..? ? ? ? ? Thine approof which shall clothe me in noblest attire And my rank in the eyes of the people raise high..? ? ? ? ? And to the birds'

descant in the foredawns, From out the boughs it flowered forth and grew,.11. The Voyages of Sindbad the Sailor ccxliv.?STORY OF SELIM

AND SELMA..63. The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh ccclxxxiii.So the young man went to his lodging and fetching a purse, returned to the girl's

owner and counted out to him the price aforesaid, whilst the draper was between them. Then said he, "Bring her forth;" but the other answered,

"She cannot come forth at this present; but be thou my guest the rest of this day and night, and on the morrow thou shall take thy slave-girl and go
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in the protection of God." The youth fell in with him of this and he carried him to his house, where, after a little, he let bring meat and wine, and

they [ate and] drank. Then said Noureddin to the girl's owner, "I beseech thee bring me the damsel, for that I bought her not but for the like of this

time." So he arose and [going in to the girl], said to her, "O Sitt el Milan, the young man hath paid down thy price and we have bidden him hither;

so he hath come to our dwelling and we have entertained him, and he would fain have thee be present with him.".In every rejoicing a boon (240)

midst the singers and minstrels am I, ii. 258.On this wise he abode a space of days, after which he made himself at home in the land and took to

himself comrades and got him friends galore, with whom he addressed himself to diversion and good cheer. Moreover, he went a-pleasuring with

his friends and their hearts were solaced [by his company] and he entertained them with stories and civilities (161) and diverted them with pleasant

verses and told them abundance of histories and anecdotes. Presently, the report of him reached King Jemhour, lord of Cashghar of Hind, and great

was his desire [for his company]. So he went in quest of him and Abdallah repaired to his court and going in to him, kissed the earth before him.

Jemhour welcomed him and entreated him with kindness and bade commit him to the guest-house, where he abode three days, at the end of which

time the king sent [to him] a chamberlain of his chamberlains and let bring him to his presence. When he came before him, he greeted him [with

the usual compliment], and the interpreter accosted him, saying, "King Jemhour hath heard of thy report, that thou art a goodly boon-companion

and an eloquent story-teller, and he would have thee company with him by night and entertain him with that which thou knowest of anecdotes and

pleasant stories and verses." And he made answer with "Hearkening and obedience.".? ? ? ? ? Would he were not who sundered us upon the parting

day! How many a body hath he slain, how many a bone laid bare?.When the damsel heard these verses, she wept till her clothes were drenched and

drew near the old woman, who said to her, 'Knowest thou such an one?' And wept and said, 'He is my lord. Whence knowest thou him?' 'O my

lady,' answered the old woman, 'sawst thou not the madman who came hither yesterday with the old woman? He was thy lord. But this is no time

for talk. When it is night, get thee to the top of the palace [and wait] on the roof till thy lord come to thee and contrive for thy deliverance.' Then

she gave her what she would of perfumes and returning to the chamberlain, acquainted him with that which had passed, and he told the youth..Then

the eunuchs went forth, that they might perfume the bath [for the use of the brides]; so they essenced it with rose-water and willow-flower-water

and bladders of musk and fumigated it with Cakili (191) aloes-wood and ambergris. Then Shehrzad entered, she and her sister Dinarzad, and they

cleansed their heads and clipped their hair. When they came forth of the bath, they donned raiment and ornaments, [such as were] prepared for the

kings of the Chosroes; and among Shehrzad's apparel was a dress charactered with red gold and wroughten with semblants of birds and beasts.

Moreover, they both encircled their necks with necklaces of jewels of price, in the like whereof Iskender (192) rejoiced not, for therein were great

jewels such as amazed the wit and the eye, and the thought was bewildered at their charms, for indeed, each of them was brighter than the sun and

the moon. Before them they kindled lighted flambeaux in torch-holders of gold, but their faces outshone the flambeaux, for that they had eyes

sharper than drawn swords and the lashes of their eyelids ensorcelled all hearts. Their cheeks were rosy and their necks and shapes swayed

gracefully and their eyes wantoned. And the slave-girls came to meet them with instruments of music..There was once a king of the kings of Hind,

who was goodly of polity, praiseworthy in administration, just to his subjects, beneficent to men of learning and piety and asceticism and

devoutness and worship and shunning traitors and froward folk and those of lewd life. On this wise of polity he abode in his kingship what God the

Most High willed of days and hours and years, and he married the daughter of his father's brother, a beautiful and lovesome woman, endowed with

brightness and perfection, who had been reared in the king's house in splendour and delight. She bore him two sons, the comeliest that might be of

boys. Then came fore-ordained fate, which there is no warding off, and God the Most High raised up against the king another king, who came forth

upon his realm, and all the folk of the city, who had a mind unto evil and lewdness, joined themselves unto him. So he fortified himself against the

king and made himself master of his kingdom, putting his troops to the rout and slaying his guards..Let destiny with loosened rein its course

appointed fare, iii. 211.When her people arose in the morning and saw her not, they sought her in the camp, but, finding her not and missing me

also, doubted not but she had fled with me. Now she had four brothers, as they were falcons, and they mounted and dispersed in quest of us. When

the day dawned [on the fourth morning], the dog began to bark and the other dogs answered him and coming to the mouth of the pit, stood howling

to him. My wife's father, hearing the howling of the dogs, came up and standing at the brink of the pit, [looked in and] beheld a marvel. Now he

was a man of valour and understanding, an elder versed (62) in affairs so he fetched a rope and bringing us both forth, questioned us of our case. I

told him all that had betided and he abode pondering the affair..So they dragged him away, what while he wept and spoke the words which whoso

saith shall nowise be confounded, to wit, "There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Sublime!" When they came to the

Tigris, one of them drew the sword upon him and El Muradi said to the swordbearer, "Smite off his head." But one of them, Ahmed by name, said,

"O folk, deal gently with this poor wretch and slay him not unjustly and wickedly, for I stand in fear of God the Most High, lest He burn me with

his fire." Quoth El Muradi, "A truce to this talk!" And Ahmed said, "If ye do with him aught, I will acquaint the Commander of the Faithful."

"How, then, shall we do with him?" asked they; and he answered, "Let us deposit him in prison and I will be answerable to you for his provision; so

shall we be quit of his blood, for indeed he is wrongfully used." So they took him up and casting him into the Prison of Blood, (13)went away..The

Vicar of the Lord of the Worlds (162) Haroun er Reshid had a boon-companion of the number of his boon-companions, by name Ishac ben Ibrahim

en Nedim el Mausili, (163) who was the most accomplished of the folk of his time in the art of smiting upon the lute; and of the Commander of the

Faithful's love for him, he assigned him a palace of the choicest of his palaces, wherein he was wont to instruct slave-girls in the arts of lute-playing
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and singing. If any slave-girl became, by his instruction, accomplished in the craft, he carried her before the Khalif, who bade her play upon the

lute; and if she pleased him, he would order her to the harem; else would he restore her to Ishac's palace..Then she turned and saw within the

chamber an old man, comely of hoariness, venerable of aspect, who was dancing on apt and goodly wise, a dance the like whereof none might avail

unto. So she sought refuge with God the Most High from Satan the Stoned (193) and said, 'I will not give over what I am about, for that which God

decreeth, He carrieth into execution.' Accordingly, she went on singing till the old man came up to her and kissed the earth before her, saying, 'Well

done, O Queen of the East and the West! May the world be not bereaved of thee! By Allah, indeed thou art perfect of qualities and ingredients, O

Tuhfet es Sudour! (194) Dost thou know me?' 'Nay, by Allah,' answered she; 'but methinks thou art of the Jinn.' Quoth he, 'Thou sayst sooth; I am

the Sheikh Aboultawaif (195) Iblis, and I come to thee every night, and with me thy sister Kemeriyeh, for that she loveth thee and sweareth not but

by thy life; and her life is not pleasant to her, except she come to thee and see thee, what while thou seest her not. As for me, I come to thee upon

an affair, wherein thou shall find thine advantage and whereby thou shalt rise to high rank with the kings of the Jinn and rule them, even as thou

rulest mankind; [and to that end I would have thee come with me and be present at the festival of my son's circumcision; (196)] for that the Jinn are

agreed upon the manifestation of thine affair.' And she answered, 'In the name of God.'.Fortune its arrows all, through him I love, let fly, iii.

31..Then she took Tuhfeh under her armpit and flying up, swiftlier than the blinding lightning, set her down with Kemeriyeh and her company;

whereupon she went up to them and accosted them, saying, 'Fear not, no harm shall betide you; for I am a mortal, like unto you, and I would fain

look on you and talk with you and hear your singing.' So they welcomed her and abode in their place, whilst Jemreh sat down beside them and fell

a-snuffing their odours and saying, 'I smell the scent of the Jinn! I wonder whence [it cometh!'] Then said Wekhimeh to her sister Kemeriyeh,

'Yonder filthy one [smelleth us] and presently she will take to flight; so what is this remissness concerning her?' (245) Thereupon Kemeriyeh put

out a hand, (246) as it were a camel's neck, (247) and dealt Jemreh a buffet on the head, that made it fly from her body and cast it into the sea. Then

said she, 'God is most great!' And they uncovered their faces, whereupon Tuhfeh knew them and said to them, 'Protection!'.? ? ? ? ? a. The Cat and

the Mouse dcix.Marriage to the Poor Old Man, The Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in, i. 247..? ? ? ? ? "Take comfort, for the loved are

come again,".? ? ? ? ? "Breaker of hearts," quoth she, "I call it, for therewith I've broken many a heart among the amorous race.".Then she turned to

the old man who had delivered her from the pit and prayed for him and gave him presents galore and among them a myriad of money; (9) and they

all departed from her, except her husband. When she was alone with him, she made him draw near unto her and rejoiced in his coming and gave

him the choice of abiding with her. Moreover, she assembled the people of the city and set out to them his virtue and worth and counselled them to

invest him with the charge of their governance and besought them to make him king over them. They fell in with her of this and he became king

and took up his abode amongst them, whilst she gave herself up to her religious exercises and abode with her husband on such wise as she was with

him aforetime. (10) Nor," added the vizier, "is this story, O king of the time, more extraordinary or more delightful than that of the journeyman and

the girl whose belly he slit and fled.".Then she arose and going in to the king, found him with his head between his knees, and he lamenting. So she

sat down by him awhile and bespoke him with soft words and said to him, 'Indeed, O my son, thou consumest mine entrails, for that these [many]

days thou hast not mounted to horse, and thou lamentest and I know not what aileth thee.' 'O my mother,' answered he, '[this my chagrin] is due to

yonder accursed woman, of whom I still deemed well and who hath done thus and thus.' Then he related to her the whole story from first to last,

and she said to him, 'This thy concern is on account of a worthless woman.' Quoth he, 'I was but considering by what death I should slay them, so

the folk may [be admonished by their fate and] repent.' And she said, 'O my son, beware of haste, for it engendereth repentance and the slaying of

them will not escape [thee]. When thou art assured of this affair, do what thou wilt.' 'O my mother,' rejoined he; 'there needeth no assurance

concerning him for whom she despatched her eunuch and he fetched him.'.When the appointed day arrived, En Numan sent for Sherik and said to

him, "Verily the first part of this day is past." And Sherik answered, "The king hath no recourse against me till it be eventide." When it evened,

there appeared one afar off and En Numan fell to looking upon him and on Sherik, and the latter said to him, "Thou hast no right over me till

yonder fellow come, for belike he is my man." As he spoke, up came the Tai in haste and En Numan said "By Allah, never saw I [any] more

generous than you two! I know not whether of you is the more generous, this one who became warrant for thee in [danger of] death or thou who

returnest unto slaughter." Then said he to Sherik, "What prompted thee to become warrant for him, knowing that it was death?" And he said, "[I did

this] lest it be said, 'Generosity hath departed from viziers.'" Then said En Numan to the Tai, "And thou, what prompted thee to return, knowing

that therein was death and thine own destruction?" Quoth the Arab, "[I did this] lest it be said, 'Fidelity hath departed from the folk.'" And En

Numan said, "By Allah, I will be the third of you, (173) lest it be said, 'Clemency hath departed from kings.'" So he pardoned him and bade abolish

the day of ill-omen; whereupon the Arab recited the following verses:.Abdulmelik ben Salih the Abbaside, Jaafer ben Yehya, and, i. 183..127. The

Justice of Providence cccclxxviii.There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, a king of the kings of the Persians, who was

passionately addicted to the love of women. His courtiers bespoke him of the wife of a chamberlain of his chamberlains, for that she was endowed

with beauty and loveliness and perfection, and this prompted him to go in to her. When she saw him, she knew him and said to him, 'What

prompteth the king unto this that he doth?' And he answered, saying, 'Verily, I yearn after thee with an exceeding yearning and needs must I enjoy

thy favours.' And he gave her of wealth that after the like whereof women hanker; but she said, 'I cannot do that whereof the king speaketh, for fear

of my husband.' And she refused herself to him with the most rigorous of refusals and would not do his desire. So the king went out, full of wrath,
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and forgot his girdle in the place..2. The Fisherman and the Genie iii.Jaafer ben Yehya and Abdulmelik ben Salih the Abbaside, i. 183..? ? ? ? ? She

gives me to drink of her cheeks and her honeyed lips And quenches the worst of the fires that my heart devour..The drums of glad tidings beat and

they entered in the utmost of worship and magnificence. Moreover, the tribes heard of them and the people of the towns and brought them the

richest of presents and the costliest of rarities and the prince's mother rejoiced with an exceeding joy. Then they slaughtered beasts and made

mighty bride-feasts to the people and kindled fires, that it might be visible afar to townsman [and Bedouin] that this was the house of the

guest-meal and the wedding, festival, to the intent that, if any passed them by, [without partaking of their hospitality], it should be of his own fault

(126) So the folk came to them from all parts and quarters and on this wise they abode days and months..When the evening evened, the king sent

after the vizier and when he presented himself before him, he required of him the hearing of the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and

obedience. Know, O illustrious lord, that.34. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Haroun er Reshid and his Vizier Jaafer ccxcvi.Therewithal, O my

brother, the locust fell to going round about among the company of the birds, but saw nought resembling the hawk in bulk and body save the kite

and deemed well of her. So she brought the hawk and the kite together and counselled the former to make friends with the latter. Now it chanced

that the hawk fell sick and the kite abode with him a long while [and tended him] till he recovered and became whole and strong; wherefore he

thanked her [and she departed from him]. But after awhile the hawk's sickness returned to him and he needed the kite's succour. So the locust went

out from him and was absent from him a day, after which she returned to him with a[nother] locust, (53) saying, "I have brought thee this one."

When the hawk saw her, he said, "God requite thee with good! Indeed, thou hast done well in the quest and hast been subtle in the choice.".Then I

arose and fared on a day and a night, till I came to the house of my master, who saw me pale and disfeatured for fear and hunger. He rejoiced in my

return and said to me, 'By Allah, thou hast made my heart ache on thine account; for I went and finding the tree torn up by the roots, doubted not

but the elephants had destroyed thee. Tell me then how it was with thee.' So I told him what had befallen me and he marvelled exceedingly and

rejoiced, saying, 'Knowst thou where this hill is?' 'Yes, O my lord,' answered I. So he took me up with him on an elephant and we rode till we came

to the elephants' burial-place..Accordingly, he returned to the burial-ground and gave not over going till he stood at the door of the sepulchre, when

he heard El Merouzi say to his fellow, 'I will not give thee a single dirhem of the money!' The other said the like and they were occupied with

contention and mutual revilement and talk. So the thief returned in haste to his fellows, who said, 'What is behind thee?' Quoth he, 'Get you gone

and flee for your lives and save yourselves, O fools; for that much people of the dead are come to life and between them are words and contention.'

So the thieves fled, whilst the two sharpers retained to Er Razi's house and made peace with one another and laid the thieves' purchase to the money

they had gotten aforetime and lived a while of time. Nor, O king of the age," added the vizier, "is this rarer or more marvellous than the story of the

four sharpers with the money-changer and the ass.".Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun el Hakim bi Amrillah, The Merchant of Cairo and the, iii.

171..Love to its victim clings without relent, and he Of torments and unease complaineth evermore..When the evening evened, the king sat in his

privy sitting-chamber and his mind was occupied with the story of the singer and the druggist. So he called the vizier and bade him tell the story. "It

is well," answered he, "They tell, O my lord, that.When the vizier was ware that she was Arwa and heard her speech, he knew that it behoved him

not to lie and that nought would avail him but truth-speaking; so he bowed [his head] to the ground and wept and said, 'Whoso doth evil, needs

must he abide it, though his day be prolonged. By Allah, I am he who hath sinned and transgressed, and nought prompted me unto this but fear and

overmastering desire and the affliction written upon my forehead; (118) and indeed this woman is pure and chaste and free from all fault.' When

King Dadbin heard this, he buffeted his face and said to his vizier, 'God slay thee! It is thou that hast parted me and my wife and wronged me!' But

Kisra the king said to him, 'God shall surely slay thee, for that thou hastenedst and lookedst not into thine affair and knewest not the guilty from the

guiltless. Hadst thou wrought deliberately, the false had been made manifest to thee from the true; so where was thy judgment and thy sight?".On

this wise they abode a whole year, at the end of which time Selim said to the queen-mother, 'Know that my life is not pleasing to me nor can I abide

with you in contentment till I get me tidings of my sister and learn in what issue her affair hath resulted and how she hath fared after me. Wherefore

I will go and be absent from you a year's space; then will I return to you, so it please God the Most High and I accomplish of this that which I

hope.' Quoth she, 'I will not trust to thy word, but will go with thee and help thee to that which thou desirest of this and further thee myself therein.'

So she took a ship and loaded it with all manner things of price, goods and treasures and what not else. Moreover, she appointed one of the viziers,

a man in whom she trusted and in his fashion and ordinance, to rule the realm in their absence, saying to him, 'Abide [in the kingship] a full-told

year and ordain all that whereof thou hast need..? ? ? ? ? u. The Debauchee and the Three-year-old Child dccccxcviii."Leave the mention of him.

Who is at the door?" Quoth Adi, "El Akhwes el Ansari." (54) "God the Most High put him away and estrange him from His mercy!" cried Omar.

"Is it not he who said, berhyming on a man of Medina his slave-girl, so she might outlive her master ... ?" [And he repeated the following

line:].Physician by his Wife's Commandment, The Weaver who became a, ii. 21..When the banquet was ended and the folk had dispersed, the king

said to El Abbas, "I would fain have thee [abide] with me and I will buy thee a house, so haply we may requite thee the high services for which we

are beholden to thee; for indeed thy due is imperative [upon us] and thy worth is magnified in our eyes; and indeed we have fallen short of thy due

in the matter of distance." (83) When the prince heard the king's speech, he rose and sat down (84) and kissing the earth, returned thanks for his

bounty and said, "I am the king's servant, wheresoever I may be, and under his eye." Then he recounted to him the story of the merchant and the

manner of the buying of the house, and the king said, "Indeed, I would fain have had thee with me and in my neighbourhood.".? ? ? ? ? The
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huntress of th' eyes (60) by night came to me. "Turn in peace," [Quoth I to her;] "This is no time for visiting, I ween.".Then she came down from

the tree and rent her clothes and said, 'O villain, if these be thy dealings with me before my eyes, how dost thou when thou art absent from me?'

Quoth he, 'What aileth thee?' and she said, 'I saw thee swive the woman before my very eyes.' 'Not so, by Allah!' cried he. 'But hold thy peace till I

go up and see.' So he climbed the tree and no sooner did he begin to do so than up came the lover [from his hiding-place] and taking the woman by

the legs, [fell to swiving her]. When the husband came to the top of the tree, he looked and beheld a man swiving his wife. So he said, 'O strumpet,

what doings are these?' And he made haste to come down from the tree to the ground; [but meanwhile the lover had returned to his hiding- place]

and his wife said to him, 'What sawest thou?' 'I saw a man swive thee,' answered he; and she said, 'Thou liest; thou sawest nought and sayst this but

of conjecture.'.Then the king took counsel with himself to build his son a bath and adorn it with various paintings, so he might show it to him and

divert him with the sight thereof, to the intent that his body might be solaced thereby and that the obsession of travel might cease from him and he

be turned from [his purpose of] removal from his parents. So he addressed himself to the building of the bath and assembling architects and

builders and artisans from all the towns and citadels and islands [of his dominions], assigned them a site and marked out its boundaries. Then the

workmen occupied themselves with the making of the bath and the setting out and adornment of its cabinets and roofs. They used paints and

precious stones of all kinds, according to the variousness of their hues, red and green and blue and yellow and what not else of all manner colours;

and each artisan wrought at his handicraft and each painter at his art, whilst the rest of the folk busied themselves with transporting thither

varicoloured stones..? ? ? ? ? O Amir of justice, be kind to thy subjects; For justice, indeed, of thy nature's a trait..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? eb. Story of the

Barber's Second Brother xxxi.Now the king was a very old man and destiny decreed the ending of his term of life; so he died and when he was

buried, the folk assembled and many were the sayings of the people and of the king's kinsfolk and officers, and they took counsel together to slay

the princess and the young pilgrim, saying, 'This fellow dishonoureth us with yonder strumpet and none accepteth dishonour but the base.' So they

fell upon them and slew the princess, without questioning her of aught; whereupon the pious woman (whom they deemed a boy) said to them, 'Out

on ye, O misbelievers I Ye have slain the pious lady.' Quoth they, 'Lewd fellow that thou art, dost thou bespeak us thus? Thou lovedst her and she

loved thee, and we will slay thee without mercy.' 'God forbid!' answered she, 'Indeed, the affair is the contrary of this.' 'What proof hast thou of

that?' asked they, and she said, 'Bring me women.' So they brought her women, and when they looked on her, they found her a woman..Therewithal

El Abbas smiled and her verses pleased him. Then he bade the fourth damsel come forward and sing. Now she was from the land of Morocco and

her name was Belekhsha. So she came forward and taking the lute and the psaltery, tightened the strings thereof and smote thereon in many modes;

then returned to the first mode and improvising, sang the following verses:.Appointed Term, Of the, i. 147..When I came forth, I swooned away: so

I sat down till my trouble subsided; then I made for my comrades and said to them, "I have found the booty and the thief, and I affrighted him not

neither troubled him, lest he should flee; but now, come, let us go to him, so we may make shift to lay hold upon him." Then I took them and

repaired to the keeper of the garden, who had tortured me with beating, meaning to make him taste the like of that which he had done with me and

lie against him and cause him eat stick. So we rushed into the water-wheel and seizing the keeper, pinioned him..154. King Mohammed ben Sebaik

and the Merchant Hassan dcclvi.? ? ? ? ? Taper of hoofs and straight of stature, in the dust They prance, as like a flood they pour across the

plain;.Thereupon the king went in to his mother and questioned her of his father, and she told him that me king her husband was weak; (211)

'wherefore,' quoth she, 'I feared for the kingdom, lest it pass away, after his death; so I took to my bed a young man, a baker, and conceived by him

[and bore a son]; and the kingship came into the hand of my son, to wit, thyself.' So the king returned to the old man and said to him, 'I am indeed

the son of a baker; so do thou expound to me the means whereby thou knewest me for this.' Quoth the other, 'I knew that, hadst thou been a king's

son, thou wouldst have given largesse of things of price, such as rubies [and the like]; and wert thou the son of a Cadi, thou hadst given largesse of

a dirhem or two dirhems, and wert thou the son of a merchant, thou hadst given wealth galore. But I saw that thou guerdonest me not but with

cakes of bread [and other victual], wherefore I knew that thou wast the son of a baker.' Quoth the king, 'Thou hast hit the mark.' And he gave him

wealth galore and advanced him to high estate.".? ? ? ? ? Fast flowed my tears; despair gat hold upon my soul And needs mine eyelids must the

sweet of sleep forbear..? ? ? ? ? Ay, and around Baghdad the horsemen shalt behold, Like clouds that wall the world, full many a doughty

knight,.When the boy grew up, his father feared for him from poverty and change of case, so he said to him, 'Dear my son, know that in my youth I

wronged my brothers in the matter of our father's good, and I see thee in weal; but, if thou [come to] need, ask not of one of them nor of any other,

for I have laid up for thee in yonder chamber a treasure; but do not thou open it until thou come to lack thy day's food.' Then he died, and his

wealth, which was a great matter, fell to his son. The young man had not patience to wait till he had made an end of that which was with him, but

rose and opened the chamber, and behold, it was [empty and its walls were] whitened, and in its midst was a rope hanging down and half a score

bricks, one upon another, and a scroll, wherein was written, 'Needs must death betide; so hang thyself and beg not of any, but kick away the bricks,

so there may be no escape (225) for thee, and thou shall be at rest from the exultation of enemies and enviers and the bitterness of poverty.'.It

chanced one day that they sallied forth to stop the way and fell in upon a caravan in the night; but the people of the caravan were on their guard; so

they joined battle with the robbers and overcame them and slew them and the boy fell wounded and abode cast down in that place till the morrow,

when he opened his eyes and finding his comrades slain, lifted himself up and rose to walk in the way. Presently, there met him a man, a

treasure-seeker, and said to him, 'Whither goest thou, O youth?' So he told him what had betided him and the other said, 'Be of good heart, for that
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[the season of] thy fair fortune is come and God bringeth thee joy and solace. I am one who am in quest of a hidden treasure, wherein is vast

wealth. So come with me, that thou mayst help me, and I will give thee wealth, wherewith thou shalt provide thyself thy life long.' Then he carried

the youth to his dwelling and dressed his wound, and he abode with him some days, till he was rested; when he took him and two beasts and all that

he needed, and they fared on till they came to a precipitous mountain..? ? ? ? ? Favour or flout me, still my soul shall be Thy ransom, in

contentment or despite..?STORY OF KHELBES AND HIS WIFE AND THE LEARNED MAN..Young Men, El Hejjaj and the Three, i.

53..TABLE OF CONTENTS OF THE CALCUTTA (1839-42).When I awoke and opened my eyes, I found myself [in the open air] and the raft

moored to the bank of the stream, whilst about me were folk of the blacks of Hind. When they saw that I was awake, they came up to me, to

question me; so I rose to them and saluted them. They bespoke me in a tongue I knew not, whilst I deemed myself in a dream, and for the excess of

my joy, I was like to fly and my reason refused to obey me. Then there came to my mind the verses of the poet and I recited, saying:.? ? ? ? ? The

sweet of slumber after thee I have forsworn; indeed The loss of thee hath smitten me with trouble and affright..Presently, the idiot returned, with

somewhat to add to his hoard, but found it not; so he bethought him who had followed him and remembered that he had found the sharper aforesaid

assiduous in sitting with him and questioning him. So he went in quest of him, assured that he had taken the pot, and gave not over looking for him

till he espied him sitting; whereupon he ran to him and the sharper saw him. [Then the idiot stood within earshot] and muttered to himself and said,

'In the pot are threescore dinars and I have with me other score in such a place and to-day I will unite the whole in the pot.' When the sharper heard

him say this to himself, muttering and mumbling after his fashion, he repented him of having taken the dinars and said, 'He will presently return to

the pot and find it empty; wherefore that (264) for which I am on the look-out will escape me; and meseemeth I were best restore the dinars [to

their place], so he may see them and leave all that is with him in the pot, and I can take the whole.'.39. Yehya ben Khalid and the Man who forged a

Letter in his Name ccvi.It is related that Ibn es Semmak (162) went in one day to Er Reshid and the Khalif, being athirst, called for drink. So his

cup was brought him, and when he took it, Ibn es Semmak said to him, "Softly, O Commander of the Faithful! If thou wert denied this draught,

with what wouldst thou buy it?" "With the half of my kingdom," answered the Khalif; and Ibn es Semmak said, "Drink and God prosper it to thee!"

Then, when he had drunken, he said to him, "If thou wert denied the going forth of the draught from thy body, with what wouldst thou buy its

issue?" "With the whole of my kingdom," answered Er Reshid: and Ibn es Semmak said, "O Commander of the Faithful, verily, a kingdom that

weigheth not in the balance against a draught [of water] or a voiding of urine is not worth the striving for." And Haroun wept..Lackpenny and the

Cook, The, i. 9..When the morning morrowed and the king sat on the throne of his kingship, he summoned the chief of his viziers and said to him,

"What deemest thou of this that yonder robber-youth hath done? Behold, he hath entered my house and lain down on my bed and I fear lest there be

an intrigue between him and the woman. How deemest thou of the affair?" "God prolong the king's continuance!" replied the vizier. "What sawest

thou in this youth [to make thee trust in him]? Is he not vile of origin, the son of thieves? Needs must a thief revert to his vile origin, and whoso

reareth the young of the serpent shall get of them nought but biting. As for the woman, she is not at fault; for, since [the] time [of her marriage with

thee] till now, there hath appeared from her nought but good breeding and modesty; and now, if the king give me leave, I will go to her and

question her, so I may discover to thee the affair.".Now this present was a cup of ruby, a span high and a finger's length broad, full of fine pearls,

each a mithcal (211) in weight and a bed covered with the skin of the serpent that swalloweth the elephant, marked with spots, each the bigness of a

dinar, whereon whoso sitteth shall never sicken; also an hundred thousand mithcals of Indian aloes-wood and thirty grains of camphor, each the

bigness of a pistachio-nut, and a slave-girl with her paraphernalia, a charming creature, as she were the resplendent moon. Then the king took leave

of me, commending me to the merchants and the captain of the ship, and I set out, with that which was entrusted to my charge and my own good,

and we ceased not to pass from island to island and from country to country, till we came to Baghdad, when I entered my house and foregathered

with my family and brethren..How long will ye admonished be, without avail or heed? iii. 40..Tenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 172.? ? ? ? ? d. The

Crow and the Serpent dcxi.When it was eventide, the king summoned the vizier and bade him tell the [promised] story, "Hearkening and

obedience," answered he. "Know, O king, that.When he was gone, the old man bade the trooper wash the kitchen-vessels and made ready passing

goodly food. When the king returned, he set the meat before him, and he tasted food whose like he had never known; whereat he marvelled and

asked who had dressed it. So they acquainted him with the old man's case and he summoned him to his presence and awarded him a handsome

recompense. (207) Moreover, he commanded that they should cook together, he and the cook, and the old man obeyed his commandment..THE

MERCHANT OF CAIRO AND THE FAVOURITE OF THE KHALIF EL MAMOUN EL HAKIM BI AMRILLAH. (180).God keep the days of

love-delight! How passing sweet they were! ii. 96.? ? ? ? ? Well-ground my polished sword is and thin and keen of edge And trenchant, eke, for

smiting and long my steel-barbed spear..168. Abdallah ben Fasil and his Brothers dcccclixviii.Now this learned man had a wife renowned for

beauty and loveliness and quickness of wit and understanding and the lover cast about for a device whereby he might win to Khelbes's wife; so he

came to him and told him, as a secret, what he had seen of the learned man's wife and confided to him that he was enamoured of her and besought

him of help in this. Khelbes told him that she was distinguished to the utterest for chastity and continence and that she exposed herself not to

suspicion; but the other said, 'I cannot renounce her, [firstly,] because the woman inclineth to me and coveteth my wealth, and secondly, because of

the greatness of my love for her; and nothing is wanting but thy help.' Quoth Khelbes, 'I will do thy will;' and the other said, 'Thou shalt have of me

two dirhems a day, on condition that thou sit with the learned man and that, when he riseth from the assembly, thou speak a word notifying the
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breaking up of the session.' So they agreed upon this and Khelbes entered and sat in the assembly, whilst the lover was assured in his heart that the

secret was safe with him, wherefore he rejoiced and was content to pay the two dirhems.
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