
Ourselves When Young

OURSELVES WHEN YOUNG
? ? ? ? ? O thou my inclining to love him that blamest, Shall lovers be blamed for the errors of Fate?.Ninth Officer's Story, The, ii. 167..? ? ? ? ? g.

The King's Son and the Ogress dcccclxxxv.? ? ? ? ? Look at the moss-rose, on its branches seen, Midmost its leafage, covered all with green..? ? ? ?

? a. The Mouse and the Flea cli.? ? ? ? ? f. The Lady and her Two Lovers dcccclxxxiv.When the old man heard her words and that wherewith she

menaced him, he arose and went out, perplexed and knowing not what he should do, and there met him a Jew, who was his neighbour, and said to

him, "O Sheikh, how cometh it that I see thee strait of breast? Moreover, I hear in thy house a noise of talk, such as I use not to hear with thee."

Quoth the Muezzin, "Yonder is a damsel who avoucheth that she is of the slave-girls of the Commander of the Faithful Haroun er Reshid; and she

hath eaten food and now would fain drink wine in my house, but I forbade her. However she avoucheth that except she drink thereof, she will

perish, and indeed I am bewildered concerning my affair." "Know, O my neighbour," answered the Jew, "that the slave-girls of the Commander of

the Faithful are used to drink wine, and whenas they eat and drink not, they perish; and I fear lest some mishap betide her, in which case thou

wouldst not be safe from the Khalifs wrath." "What is to be done?" asked the Sheikh; and the Jew replied, "I have old wine that will suit her."

Quoth the old man, "[I conjure thee] by the right of neighbourship, deliver me from this calamity and let me have that which is with thee!" "In the

name of God," answered the Jew and going to his house, brought out a flagon of wine, with which the Sheikh returned to Sitt el Milah. This pleased

her and she said to him, "Whence hadst thou this?" "I got it from my neighbour the Jew," answered he. "I set out to him my case with thee and he

gave me this.".Drink ever, O lovers, I rede you, of wine, ii. 230..? ? ? ? ? When clear'd my sky was by the sweet of our foregathering And not a

helper there remained to disuniting Fate,.Now there was before us a high mountain, (200) rising [abruptly] from the sea, and the ship fell off into an

eddy, (201) which bore it on till presently it struck upon the skirt (202) of the mountain and broke in sunder; whereupon the captain came down

[from the mast], weeping, and said, 'God's will be done! Take leave of one another and look yourselves out graves from to-day, for we have fallen

into a predicament (203) from which there is no escape, and never yet hath any been cast away here and come off alive.' So all the folk fell

a-weeping and gave themselves up for lost, despairing of deliverance; friend took leave of friend and sore was the mourning and lamentation; for

that hope was cut off and they were left without guide or pilot. (204) Then all who were in the ship landed on the skirt of the mountain and found

themselves on a long island, whose shores were strewn with [wrecks], beyond count or reckoning, [of] ships that had been cast away [there] and

whose crews had perished; and there also were dry bones and dead bodies, heaped upon one another, and goods without number and riches past

count So we abode confounded, drunken, amazed, humbling ourselves [in supplication to God] and repenting us [of having exposed ourselves to

the perils of travel]; but repentance availed not in that place..? ? ? ? ? "Fair patience practise, for thereon still followeth content." So runs the rede

'mongst all that dwell in city or in tent..? ? ? ? ? Nor troops have I nor henchmen nor one to lend me aid Save God, to whom, my Maker, my voice

in praise I rear..? ? ? ? ? Yea, to the earth that languished for lack of rain, the clouds Were bounteous; so it flourished and plenteous harvests

bore;.Quoth Jesus (on whom be peace!), 'Had these dealt prudently, they had taken thought for themselves; but they neglected the issues of events;

for that whoso acteth prudently is safe and conquereth, (252) and whoso neglecteth precaution perisheth and repenteth.' Nor," added the vizier," is

this more extraordinary nor goodlier than the story of the king, whose kingdom was restored to him and his wealth, after he had become poor,

possessing not a single dirhem.".Governor, Story of the Man of Khorassan, his Son and his, i. 218..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Old Man's Story (236)

iv.Presently, the princess turned to her maid and bade her fetch them somewhat of food and sweetmeats and dessert and fruits. So Shefikeh brought

what she desired and they ate and drank [and abode on this wise] without lewdness, till the night departed and the day came. Then said El Abbas,

"Indeed, the day is come. Shall I go to my father and bid him go to thy father and seek thee of him in marriage for me, in accordance with the Book

of God the Most High and the Institutes of His Apostle (whom may He bless and keep!) so we may not enter into transgression?" And Mariyeh

answered, saying, "By Allah, it is well counselled of thee!" So he went away to his lodging and nought befell between them; and when the day

lightened, she improvised and recited the following verses:.47. El Melik en Nasir and the three Masters of Police cccxliii.? ? ? ? ? Lovely with

longing for its love's embrace, The fear of his estrangement makes it lean..? ? ? ? ? Upon yon be the peace of God! May all prosperity, For what's

decreed of years and lives, upon you ever wait!.? ? ? ? ? Whose wits (like mine, alack!) thou stalest and whose hearts With shafts from out thine

eyes bewitching thou didst smite..As stated In the Prefatory Note to my "Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night," four printed Editions (of

which three are more or less complete) exist of the Arabic text of the original work, namely those of Calcutta (1839-42), Boulac (Cairo), Breslau

(Tunis) and Calcutta (1814-18). The first two are, for purposes of tabulation, practically identical, one whole story only, (222) of those that occur in

the Calcutta (1839-42) Edition, (which is the most complete of all,) being omitted from that of Boulac; and I have, therefore, given but one Table of

Contents for these two Editions. The Breslau Edition, though differing widely from those of Calcutta (1839-42) and Boulac in contents, resembles

them in containing the full number (a thousand and one) of Nights, whilst that of Calcutta (1814-18) is but a fragment, comprising only the first

two hundred Nights and the Voyages of Sindbad, as a separate Tale..When the two young men presented themselves before him and set forth their

case to him and to the folk and the king heard their speech, he knew them and his heart was like to fly for joyance in them: the tears poured from

his eyes at their sight and that of his wife, and he thanked God the Most High and praised Him for that He had reunited [him with] them. Then he

dismissed the folk who were present about him and bade commit the Magian and the woman and the two youths to his armoury (65) [for the night],
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commanding that they should keep guard over them till God caused the morning morrow, so he might assemble the cadis and the judges and

assessors and judge between them, according to the Holy Law, in the presence of the four cadis. So they did his bidding and the king passed the

night praying and praising God the Most High for that which He had vouchsafed him of kingship and puissance and victory over (66) him who had

wronged him and thanking Him who had reunited him with his family..?STORY OF THE KING WHO KNEW THE QUINTESSENCE (204) OF

THINGS..When Er Reshid heard this, he waxed exceeding wroth and said, "May God not reunite you twain in gladness!" Then he summoned the

headsman, and when he presented himself, he said to him, "Strike off the head of this accursed slave-girl." So Mesrour took her by the hand and

[led her away; but], when she came to the door, she turned and said to the Khalif, "O Commander of the Faithful, I conjure thee, by thy fathers and

forefathers, give ear unto that I shall say!" Then she improvised and recited the following verses:.Hardly had we settled ourselves in the place when

we heard a noise of kicking [at the door] and people running right and left and questioning the cook and saying, "Hath any one passed by thee?"

"Nay," answered he; "none hath passed by me." But they ceased not to go round about the shop till the day broke, when they turned back,

disappointed. Then the cook removed the grass and said to us, "Arise, for ye are delivered from death." So we arose, and we were uncovered,

without mantle or veil; but the cook carried us up into his house and we sent to our lodgings and fetched us veils; and we repented unto God the

Most High and renounced singing, (138) for indeed this was a great deliverance after stress.'.? ? ? ? ? An thou'dst vouchsafe to favour me,'twould

lighten my despair, Though but in dreams thine image 'twere that visited my bed..91. The Schoolmaster who Fell in Love by Report ccccii.? ? ? ? ?

Whenas he runs, his feet still show like wings, (140) and for the wind When was a rider found, except King Solomon it were? (141).Then he went

on and presently there met him a third woodcutter and he said to him, 'Pay what is due from thee.' And he answered, 'I will pay thee a dirhem when

I enter the city; or take of me four danics (246) [now].' Quoth the tither, 'I will not do it,' but the old man said to him, 'Take of him the four danics

presently, for it is easy to take and hard to restore.' 'By Allah,' quoth the tither, 'it is good!' and he arose and went on, crying out, at the top of his

voice and saying, 'I have no power to-day [to do evil].' Then he put off his clothes and went forth wandering at a venture, repenting unto his Lord.

Nor," added the vizier, "is this story more extraordinary than that of the thief who believed the woman and sought refuge with God against falling

in with her like, by reason of her cunning contrivance for herself.".? ? ? ? ? May the place of my session ne'er lack thee I Oh, why, My heart's love,

hast thou saddened my mind and mine eye? (108).So I arose and gathering wood and planks from the wrecks, wrought of them the semblance of a

boat [to wit, a raft,] and bound it fast with ropes, saying, 'I will embark thereon and fare with this water into the inward of the mountain. If it bring

me to the mainland or to a place where I may find relief and safety, [well and good]; else I shall [but] perish, even as my companions have

perished.' Then I collected of the riches and gold and precious stuffs, cast up there, whose owners had perished, a great matter, and of jacinths and

crude ambergris and emeralds somewhat past count, and laid all this on the raft [together with what was left me of victual]. Then I launched it on

the river and seating myself upon it, put my trust in God the Most High and committed myself to the stream..When Aamir heard his lord's verses,

he knew that he was a slave of love [and that she of whom he was enamoured abode] in Baghdad. Then they fared on night and day, traversing

plains and stony wastes, till they came in sight of Baghdad and lighted down in its suburbs (66) and lay the night there. When they arose in the

morning, they removed to the bank of the Tigris and there they encamped and sojourned three days..Merouzi (El) and Er Razi, ii. 28..Meanwhile,

the nurse awoke, that she might give the child suck, and seeing the bed running with blood, cried out; whereupon the sleepers and the king awoke

and making for the place, found the child with his throat cut and the cradle running over with blood and his father slain and dead in his sleeping

chamber. So they examined the child and found life in him and his windpipe whole and sewed up the place of the wound. Then the king sought his

son Belehwan, but found him not and saw that he had fled; whereby he knew that it was he who had done this deed, and this was grievous to the

king and to the people of his realm and to the lady Shah Katoun. So the king laid out his son Melik Shah and buried him and made him a mighty

funeral and they mourned passing sore; after which he addressed himself to the rearing of the infant.When she had made an end of her verses, she

folded the letter and delivered it to the nurse, who took it and carried it to El Abbas. He broke it open and read it and apprehended its purport; then

took inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.But she said, 'There is a thing wherewith we will make her confess, and all that is in her

heart shall be discovered to thee.' 'What is that?' asked the king, and she answered, 'I will bring thee a hoopoe's heart, (138) which, when she

sleepeth, do thou lay upon her heart and question her of all thou wilt, and she will discover this unto thee and show forth the truth to thee." The

king rejoiced in this and said to his nurse, 'Hasten and let none know of thee.' So she arose and going in to the queen, said to her, 'I have done thine

occasion and it is on this wise. This night the king will come in to thee and do thou feign thyself asleep; and if he ask thee of aught, do thou answer

him, as if in thy sleep.' The queen thanked her and the old woman went away and fetching the hoopoe's heart, gave it to the king..Presently, El

Abbas looked out of the window of the saloon and saw thereby a house of goodly ordinance, lofty of building and abounding in chambers, with two

upper stories; but therein was no sign of inhabitants. So he said to the merchant, "Indeed, thou exceedest in doing us honour; but, by Allah, I will

not eat of thy victual till thou tell me what is the reason of the emptiness of yonder house." "O my lord," answered the other, "that was El Ghitrif's

house and he was admitted to the mercy of God (79) and left none other heir than myself; so it became mine, and by Allah, if thou hast a mind to

sojourn in Baghdad, do thou take up thine abode in this house, so thou mayst be in my neighbourhood; for that indeed my heart inclineth unto thee

with love and I would have thee never absent from my sight, so I may still have my fill of thee and hearken to thy speech." El Abbas thanked him

and said to him, "Indeed, thou art friendly in thy speech and exceedest [in courtesy] in thy discourse, and needs must I sojourn in Baghdad. As for
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the house, if it like thee, I will abide therein; so take of me its price.".The prince thanked them and said to them, 'God requite you with all good, for

indeed ye give me loyal counsel; but whither would ye have me go?' Quoth they, 'Get thee to the land of the Greeks, the abiding-place of thy

mother.' And he said, 'My grandfather Suleiman Shah, when the King of the Greeks wrote to him, demanding my mother in marriage, concealed

my affair and hid my secret; [and she hath done the like,] and I cannot make her a liar.' 'Thou sayst sooth,' rejoined they; 'but we desire thine

advantage, and even if thou tookest service with the folk, it were a means of thy continuance [on life].' Then each of them brought out to him

money and gave to him and clad him and fed him and fared on with him a parasang's distance till they brought him far from the city, and giving

him to know that he was safe, departed from him, whilst he fared on till he came forth of the dominions of his uncle and entered those [of the king]

of the Greeks. Then he entered a village and taking up his abode therein, betook himself to serving one there in ploughing and sowing and the

like..When Tuhfeh heard this, it was grievous to her and she wept sore; whereupon quoth the head to her, 'The relief of God the Most High is near

at hand; but now let me hear somewhat of thy speech.' So she took the lute and sang three songs, weeping the while. 'By Allah,' said the head, 'thou

hast been bountiful to me, may God be with thee!' Then it disappeared and the season of sundown came. So she arose [and betook herself] to her

place [in the hall]; whereupon the candles rose up from under the earth and kindled themselves. Then the kings of the Jinn appeared and saluted her

and kissed her hands and she saluted them. Presently, up came Kemeriyeh and her three sisters and saluted Tuhfeh and sat down; whereupon the

tables were brought and they ate. Then the tables were removed and there came the wine-tray and the drinking-service. So Tuhfeh took the lute and

one of the three queens filled the cup and signed to Tuhfeh [to sing]. Now she had in her hand a violet; so Tuhfeh sang the following verses:.? ? ? ?

? c. The Jewish Physician's Story xxviii.Marriage to the Poor Old Man, The Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in, i. 247..Thiefs Story, The, ii.

165..Then said the young man, the villager's son, 'And I, O holy woman, my father brought us a woman who had been stoned, and my people

tended her till she recovered. Now she was surpassing of beauty; so I required her of herself; but she refused and clave fast to God (to whom belong

might and majesty), wherefore folly (8) prompted me, so that I agreed with one of the youths that he should steal clothes and coin from my father's

house. Then I laid hands on him [and carried him] to my father and made him confess. So he avouched that the woman was his mistress from the

city and had been stoned on his account and that she was of accord with him concerning the theft and had opened the doors to him, and this was a

lie against her, for that she had not yielded to me in that which I sought of her. So there befell me what ye see of punishment." And the young man,

the thief, said, 'I am he with whom thou agreedst concerning the theft and to whom thou openedst the door, and I am he who avouched against her

falsely and calumniously and God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) knoweth that I never did evil with her, no, nor knew her in any

wise before then.'.Baghdad, El Abbas and the King's Daughter of, iii. 53..When it was the ninth day, the viziers [foregathered and] said, one to

another, "Verily, this youth baffleth us, for as often as the king is minded to put him to death, he beguileth him and ensorcelleth him with a story;

so what deem ye we should do, that we may slay him and be at rest from him?" Then they took counsel together and were of accord that they

should go to the king's wife [and prompt her to urge the king to slaughter the youth. So they betook themselves to her] and said to her, "Thou art

heedless of this affair wherein thou art and this heedlessness will not profit thee; whilst the king is occupied with eating and drinking and diversion

and forgetteth that the folk beat upon tabrets and sing of thee and say, 'The king's wife loveth the youth;' and what while he abideth on life, the talk

will increase and not diminish." Quoth she, "By Allah, it was ye set me on against him, and what shall I do [now]?" And they answered, "Do thou

go in to the king and weep and say to him, 'Verily, the women come to me and tell me that I am become a byword in the city, and what is thine

advantage in the sparing of this youth? If thou wilt not slay him, slay me, so this talk may be estopped from us.'".42. Er Reshid and the Barmecides

dlxvii.Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the Porter, iii. 199..Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of, ii.

117..Officer's Story, The Fourteenth, ii. 183..?STORY OF THE OLD SHARPER..[Aforetime] I journeyed in [many] lands and climes and towns

and visited the great cities and traversed the ways and [exposed myself to] dangers and hardships. Towards the last of my life, I entered a city [of

the cities of China], (155) wherein was a king of the Chosroes and the Tubbas (156) and the Caesars. (157) Now that city had been peopled with its

inhabitants by means of justice and equitable dealing; but its [then] king was a tyrant, who despoiled souls and [did away] lives; there was no

wanning oneself at his fire, (158) for that indeed he oppressed the true believers and wasted the lands. Now he had a younger brother, who was

[king] in Samarcand of the Persians, and the two kings abode a while of time, each in his own city and place, till they yearned unto each other and

the elder king despatched his vizier in quest of his younger brother..Accordingly, one night, when they were alone with the king and he leant back,

as he were asleep, they said these words and the king heard it all and was like to die of rage and said in himself, 'These are young boys, not come to

years of discretion, and have no intrigue with any; and except they had heard these words from some one, they had not spoken with each other

thereof.' When it was morning, wrath overmastered him, so that he stayed not neither deliberated, but summoned Abou Temam and taking him

apart, said to him, 'Whoso guardeth not his lord's honour, (126) what behoveth unto him?' Quoth Abou Temam, 'It behoveth that his lord guard not

his honour.' 'And whoso entereth the king's house and playeth the traitor with him,' continued the king, 'what behoveth unto him?' And Abou

Temam answered, 'He shall not be left on life.' Whereupon the king spat in his face and said to him, 'Both these things hast thou done.' Then he

drew his dagger on him in haste and smiting him in the belly, slit it and he died forthright; whereupon the king dragged him to a well that was in his

palace and cast him therein..Four sharpers once plotted against a money-changer, a man of abounding wealth, and agreed upon a device for the

taking of somewhat of his money. So one of them took an ass and laying on it a bag, wherein was money, lighted down at the money-changer's
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shop and sought of him change for the money. The money- changer brought out to him the change and bartered it with him, whilst the sharper was

easy with him in the matter of the exchange, so he might give him confidence in himself. [As they were thus engaged,] up came the [other three]

sharpers and surrounded the ass; and one of them said, '[It is] he,' and another said, 'Wait till I look at him.' Then he fell to looking on the ass and

stroking him from his mane to his crupper; whilst the third went up to him and handled him and felt him from head to tail, saying, ' Yes, [it is] in

him.' Quoth another, ['Nay,] it is not in him.' And they gave not over doing the like of this..They lighted down without the place and when they

arose in the morning, they saw a populous and goodly city, fair of seeming and great, abounding in trees and streams and fruits and wide of

suburbs. So the young man said to his sister Selma, 'Abide thou here in thy place, till I enter the city and examine it and make assay of its people

and seek out a place which we may buy and whither we may remove. If it befit us, we will take up our abode therein, else will we take counsel of

departing elsewhither.' Quoth she, 'Do this, trusting in the bounty of God (to whom belong might and majesty) and in His blessing.'.? ? ? ? ? k. The

Blind Man and the Cripple dcxvi.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Chief of the New Cairo Police cccxliii.67. Haroun er Reshid and Zubeideh in the Bath

ccclxxxv.Mariyeh, El Abbas and, iii. 53..When the Khalif heard this, her speech pleased him and he strained her to his bosom. Then he went forth

from her and locked the door upon her, as before; whereupon she took the book and sat looking in it awhile. Presently, she laid it down and taking

the lute, tightened its strings. Then she smote thereon, after a wondrous fashion, such as would have moved inanimate things [to delight], and fell to

singing marvellous melodies and chanting the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Upon that day my loves my presence did depart;.? ? ? ? ? d. The Eldest

Lady's Story lxiii.? ? ? ? ? "Take comfort, for the loved are come again,".Quoth Alaeddin, "Thou counsellest well," and locking up his shop, betook

himself to the place before the citadel, where he foregathered with the drummers and pipers and instructed them how they should do, [even as his

mistress had counselled him,] promising them a handsome reward. So they answered him with "Hearkening and obedience" and on the morrow,

after the morning-prayer, he betook himself to the presence of the Cadi, who received him with obsequious courtesy and seated him beside himself.

Then he turned to him and fell to conversing with him and questioning him of matters of selling and buying and of the price current of the various

commodities that were exported to Baghdad from all parts, whilst Alaeddin replied to him of all whereof he asked him..Now the king was seated at

the lattice, hearkening to their talk, and Abou Sabir's words angered him; so he bade bring him before him and they brought him forthright. Now

there was in the king's palace an underground dungeon and therein a vast deep pit, into which the king caused cast Abou Sabir, saying to him, 'O

lackwit, now shall we see how thou wilt come forth of the pit to the throne of the kingdom.' Then he used to come and stand at the mouth of the pit

and say, 'O lackwit, O Abou Sabir, I see thee not come forth of the pit and sit down on the king's throne!' And he assigned him each day two cakes

of bread, whilst Abou Sabir held his peace and spoke not, but bore with patience that which betided him..Fourteenth Officer's Story, The, ii.

183..As time went on, the boy, the son of the king, grew up and fell to stopping the way (99) with the thieves, and they used to carry him with

them, whenas they went a-thieving. They sallied forth one day upon a caravan in the land of Seistan, and there were in that caravan strong and

valiant men and with them merchandise galore. Now they had heard that in that land were thieves; so they gathered themselves together and made

ready their arms and sent out spies, who returned and gave them news of the thieves. Accordingly, they prepared for battle, and when the robbers

drew near the caravan, they fell in upon them and they fought a sore battle. At last the folk of the caravan overmastered the thieves, by dint of

numbers, and slew some of them, whilst the others fled. Moreover they took the boy, the son of King Azadbekht, and seeing him as he were the

moon, possessed of beauty and grace, brightfaced and comely of fashion, questioned him, saying, "Who is thy father, and how camest thou with

these thieves?" And he answered, saying, "I am the son of the captain of the thieves." So they took him and carried him to the capital of his father

King Azadbekht.Then there reigned after them an understanding king, who was just, keen-witted and accomplished and loved stories, especially

those which chronicle the doings of kings and sultans, and he found [in the treasuries of the kings who had foregone him] these marvellous and rare

and delightful stories, [written] in the thirty volumes aforesaid. So he read in them a first book and a second and a third and [so on] to the last of

them, and each book pleased him more than that which forewent it, till he came to the end of them. Then he marvelled at that which he had read

[therein] of stories and discourse and witty traits and anecdotes and moral instances and reminiscences and bade the folk copy them and publish

them in all lands and climes; wherefore their report was bruited abroad and the people named them "The marvels and rarities of the Thousand

Nights and One Night." This is all that hath come down to us of [the history of] this book, and God is All-Knowing. (196).So they carried him into

the city and hid him with them. Moreover, they agreed with a company of the king's chief officers, who had aforetime been those of Bekhtzeman,

and acquainted them with this; whereat they rejoiced with an exceeding joy. Then they assembled together to Bekhtzeman and made a covenant

and handfast [of fealty] with him and fell upon the enemy at unawares and slew him and seated King Bekhtzeman again on the throne of his

kingship. And his affairs prospered and God amended his estate and restored His bounty to him, and he ruled his subjects justly and abode in the

obedience of the Most High. On this wise, O king," continued the young treasurer, "he with whom God is and whose intent is pure, meeteth nought

but good. As for me, I have no helper other than God, and I am content to submit myself to His ordinance, for that He knoweth the purity of my

intent.".At this Queen Es Shuhba was stirred to exceeding delight and said, 'Well done, O queen of delight! By Allah, I know not how I shall do to

render thee thy due! May God the Most High grant us to enjoy thy long continuance [on life]!' Then she strained her to her breast and kissed her on

the cheek; whereupon quoth Iblis (on whom be malison!), 'Indeed, this is an exceeding honour!' Quoth the queen, 'Know that this lady Tuhfeh is

my sister and that her commandment is my commandment and her forbiddance my forbiddance. So hearken all to her word and obey her
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commandment.' Therewithal the kings rose all and kissed the earth before Tuhfeh, who rejoiced in this. Moreover, Queen Es Shuhba put off on her

a suit adorned with pearls and jewels and jacinths, worth an hundred thousand dinars, and wrote her on a sheet of paper a patent in her own hand,

appointing her her deputy. So Tuhfeh rose and kissed the earth before the queen, who said to her, 'Sing to us, of thy favour, concerning the rest of

the sweet-scented flowers and herbs, so I may hear thy singing and divert myself with witnessing thy skill.' 'Hearkening and obedience, O lady

mine,' answered Tuhfeh and taking the lute, improvised the following verses:.135. Jouder and his Brothers dcvi.The Seventh Day..? ? ? ? ? But now

hath Allah from my heart blotted the love of thee, After for constancy I'd grown a name of wonderment..The old woman went out, running, whilst

the Khalif and Mesrour laughed, and gave not over running till she came into the street. Aboulhusn saw her and knowing her, said to his wife, "O

Nuzhet el Fuad, meseemeth the Lady Zubeideh hath sent to us to see who is dead and hath not given credence to Mesrour's report of thy death; so

she hath despatched the old woman, her stewardess, to discover the truth; wherefore it behoveth me to be dead in my turn, for the sake of thy credit

with the Lady Zubeideh." Accordingly, he lay down and stretched himself out, and she covered him and bound his eyes and feet and sat at his head,

weeping..King who lost Kingdom and Wife and Wealth, The, ii. 66..? ? ? ? ? When I recall the season of love-delight with them, The sweet of sleep

forsakes me, my body wastes amain..8. Ghanim ben Eyoub the Slave of Love xxxix.On like wise, O king," continued the youth, "whilst fortune

was favourable to me, all that I did came to good; but now that it is grown contrary to me, everything turneth against me.".So the sharper took the

two thousand dinars and made off; and when he was gone, the merchant said to his friend, the [self-styled] man of wit and intelligence, 'Harkye,

such an one! Thou and I are like unto the hawk and the locust.' 'What was their case?' asked the other; and the merchant said,.? ? ? ? ? So eat what I

offer in surety and be The Lord of all things with thanks- giving repaid!.? ? ? ? ? Repression's draught, by cups, from the beloved's hand I've

quaffed; with colocynth for wine she hath me plied..When he had made an end of his verses, he folded the letter and gave it to the nurse, who took

it and carried it to Mariyeh. When she came into the princess's presence, she saluted her; but Mariyeh returned not her salutation and she said, "O

my lady, how hard is thy heart that thou grudgest to return the salutation! Take this letter, for that it is the last of that which shall come to thee from

him." Quoth Mariyeh, "Take my warning and never again enter my palace, or it will be the cause of thy destruction; for I am certified that thou

purposest my dishonour. So get thee gone from me." And she commanded to beat the nurse; whereupon the latter went forth fleeing from her

presence, changed of colour and absent of wits, and gave not over going till she came to the house of El Abbas..154. King Mohammed ben Sebaik

and the Merchant Hassan dcclvi.Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the Porter.? ? ? ? ? a. The Ox and the Ass.Pious Woman accused of Lewdness,

The, ii. 5..? ? ? ? ? For whoso doth rejoice in meeting him shall have Largesse and gifts galore at his dismounting gain..When they had made an end

of pious wishes and congratulations, they besought the king to hasten the punishment of the Magian and heal their hearts of him with torment and

humiliation. So he appointed them for a day on which they should assemble to witness his punishment and that which should betide him of

torment, and shut himself up with his wife and sons and abode thus private with them three days, during which time they were sequestered from the

folk. On the fourth day the king entered the bath, and coming forth, sat down on the throne of his kingship, with the crown on his head, whereupon

the folk came in to him, according to their wont and after the measure of their several ranks and degrees, and the amirs and viziers entered, ay, and

the chamberlains and deputies and captains and men of war and the falconers and armbearers. Then he seated his two sons, one on his right and the

other on his left hand, whilst all the folk stood before him and lifted up their voices in thanksgiving to God the Most High and glorification of Him

and were strenuous in prayer for the king and in setting forth his virtues and excellences..25. Maan ben Zaideh and the Bedouin cclxxi.A certain

assessor was one day taken with a woman and much people assembled before his house and the lieutenant of police and his men came to him and

knocked at the door. The assessor looked out of window and seeing the folk, said, "What aileth you?" Quoth they, "[Come,] speak with the

lieutenant of police such an one." So he came down and they said to him, "Bring forth the woman that is with thee." Quoth he, "Are ye not

ashamed? How shall I bring forth my wife?" And they said, "Is she thy wife by contract (118) or without contract?" ["By contract,"] answered he,

"according to the Book of God and the Institutes of His Apostle." "Where is the contract?" asked they; and he replied, "Her contract is in her

mother's house." Quoth they, "Arise and come down and show us the contract." And he said to them, "Go from her way, so she may come forth."

Now, as soon as he got wind of the matter, he had written the contract and fashioned it after her fashion, to suit with the case, and written therein

the names of certain of his friends as witnesses and forged the signatures of the drawer and the wife's next friend and made it a contract of marriage

with his wife and appointed it for an excuse. (119) So, when the woman was about to go out from him, he gave her the contract that be had forged,

and the Amir sent with her a servant of his, to bring her to her father. So the servant went with her and when she came to her door, she said to him,

"I will not return to the citation of the Amir; but let the witnesses (120) present themselves and take my contract.".? ? ? ? ? j. The Tenth Officer's

Story dccccxxxviii.Then she took Tuhfeh under her armpit and flying up, swiftlier than the blinding lightning, set her down with Kemeriyeh and

her company; whereupon she went up to them and accosted them, saying, 'Fear not, no harm shall betide you; for I am a mortal, like unto you, and I

would fain look on you and talk with you and hear your singing.' So they welcomed her and abode in their place, whilst Jemreh sat down beside

them and fell a-snuffing their odours and saying, 'I smell the scent of the Jinn! I wonder whence [it cometh!'] Then said Wekhimeh to her sister

Kemeriyeh, 'Yonder filthy one [smelleth us] and presently she will take to flight; so what is this remissness concerning her?' (245) Thereupon

Kemeriyeh put out a hand, (246) as it were a camel's neck, (247) and dealt Jemreh a buffet on the head, that made it fly from her body and cast it

into the sea. Then said she, 'God is most great!' And they uncovered their faces, whereupon Tuhfeh knew them and said to them, 'Protection!'.The
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wife of the shopkeeper, to wit, the nurse, came out, with the rest of those who came out, to divert herself with gazing upon the show, and when she

saw El Abbas and beheld his beauty and the goodliness of his army and that which he had brought back with him of herds and slaves and

slave-girls and mamelukes, she improvised and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? r. The Heathcock and the Tortoises dccccxxiv.When it was

the third day, the third vizier came in to the king and said to him, "O king, delay not the affair of this youth, for that his deed hath caused us fall

into the mouths of the folk, and it behoveth that thou slay him presently, so the talk may be estopped from us and it be not said, 'The king saw on

his bed a man with his wife and spared him.'"* The king was chagrined by this speech and bade bring the youth. So they brought him in shackles,

and indeed the king's anger was roused against him by the speech of the vizier and he was troubled; so he said to him, "O base of origin, thou hast

dishonoured us and marred our repute, and needs must I do away thy life from the world." Quoth the youth, "O king, make use of patience in all

thine affairs, so wilt thou attain thy desire, for that God the Most High hath appointed the issue of patience [to be] in abounding good, and indeed

by patience Abou Sabir ascended from the pit and sat down upon the throne." "Who was Abou Sabir," asked the king, "and what is his story?" And

the youth answered, saying, "O king,.Whenas the soul desireth one other than its peer, ii 207..42. The Loves of Jubeir ben Umeir and the Lady

Budour cccxxvii.Then he called for a chest and bringing out thence a necklace of Greek handiwork, worth a thousand dinars, wrapped it in a mantle

of green silk, set with pearls and jewels and inwrought with red gold, and joined thereto two caskets of musk and ambergris. Moreover, he put off

upon the girl a mantle of Greek silk, striped with gold, wherein were divers figures and semblants depictured, never saw eyes its like. Therewithal

the girl's wit fled for joy and she went forth from his presence and returned to her mistress. When she came in to her, she acquainted her with that

which she had seen of El Abbas and that which was with him of servants and attendants and [set out to her] the loftiness of his station and gave her

that which was with her..Now there was in the house a ram, with which the Persian used to butt, and when he saw what the woman did, he thought

she would butt with him; so he broke his halter and running at her, butted her and broke her head. She fell on her back and cried out; whereupon the

Persian started up from sleep in haste and seeing the singing-girl [cast down on her back] and the singer with his yard on end, said to the latter, 'O

accursed one, doth not what thou hast already done suffice thee?' Then he beat him soundly and opening the door, put him out in the middle of the

night..Suleiman Shah and his Sons, Story of King, i. 150..The First Day..When the evening evened, the king sat in his privy sitting-chamber and his

mind was occupied with the story of the singer and the druggist. So he called the vizier and bade him tell the story. "It is well," answered he, "They

tell, O my lord, that.Some with religion themselves concern and make it their business all, i. 48..? ? ? ? ? Know, then, the woes that have befall'n a

lover, neither grudge Her secret to conceal, but keep her counsel still, I pray..So El Merouzi went away and the other turned to his wife and said to

her, 'We have gotten us great plenty of money, and yonder dog would fain take the half of it; but this shall never be, for that my mind hath been

changed against him, since I heard him solicit thee; wherefore I purpose to play him a trick and enjoy all the money; and do not thou cross me.' ' It

is well,' answered she, and he said to her, '[To-morrow] at day-peep I will feign myself dead and do thou cry out and tear thy hair, whereupon the

folk will flock to me. Then lay me out and bury me, and when the folk are gone away [from the burial-place], do thou dig down to me and take me;

and have no fear for me, for I can abide two days in the tomb [without hurt].' And she answered, 'Do what thou wilt.'.The vizier's story pleased the

king and he bade depart to his dwelling..? ? ? ? ? Nor, like others a little ere morning appear who bawl, "Come to safety!" (58) I stand up to

prayer..Meanwhile, the news spread abroad that Bihzad, son of the king, was lost, whereupon his father sent letters in quest of him [to all the kings

and amongst others to him with whom he was imprisoned]. When the letter reached the latter, he praised God the Most High for that he had not

anydele hastened in Bihzad's affair and letting bring him before himself, said to him, 'Art thou minded to destroy thyself?' Quoth Bihzad, '[I did

this] for fear of reproach;' and the king said, 'An thou fear reproach, thou shouldst not practise haste [in that thou dost]; knowest thou not that the

fruit of haste is repentance? If we had hasted, we also, like unto thee, we had repented.'.When the evening evened, the king summoned the vizier

and bade him tell the story of the King of Hind and his vizier. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king of august lineage, that.62.

Abdallah ben Maamer with the Man of Bassora and his Slave-girl ccclxxxiii.Now there accosted him once, on his day of ill-omen, an Arab of the

Benou Tai, (170) and En Numan would have put him to death; but the Arab said, "God quicken the king! I have two little girls and have made none

guardian over them; so, if the king see fit to grant me leave to go to them, I will give him the covenant of God (171) that I will return to him,

whenas I have appointed them a guardian." En Numan had compassion on him and said to him, "If a man will be surety for thee of those who are

with us, [I will let thee go], and if thou return not, I will put him to death." Now there was with En Numan his vizier Sherik ben Amrou; so the Tai

(172) looked at him and said,.Then they displayed Shehrzad in the third dress and the fourth and the fifth, and she became as she were a

willow-wand or a thirsting gazelle, goodly of grace and perfect of attributes, even as saith of her one in the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Fortune its

arrows all, through him I love, let fly At me and parted me from him for whom I sigh..? ? ? ? ? 'Twas not of wine that I had drunk; her mouth's

sweet honeyed dews It was intoxicated me with bliss and ravishment..? ? ? ? ? j. The Unjust King and the Tither dcccxcix.33. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi

and the Barber-Surgeon dxxxiv.Then he dealt the boy a cuff and he let go his ear, whereupon Aboulhusn put off his clothes and abode naked, with

his yard and his arse exposed, and danced among the slave-girls. They bound his hands and he wantoned among them, what while they [well-nigh]

died of laughing at him and the Khalif swooned away for excess of laughter. Then he came to himself and going forth to Aboulhusn, said to him,

"Out on thee, O Aboulhusn! Thou slayest me with laughter." So he turned to him and knowing him, said to him, "By Allah, it is thou slayest me

and slayest my mother and slewest the sheikhs and the Imam of the Mosque!".When the two kings saw that woman's fashion and how she
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circumvented the Afrit, who had lodged her at the bottom of the sea, they turned back to their kingdoms and the younger betook himself to

Samarcand, whilst the elder returned to China and established unto himself a custom in the slaughter of women, to wit, his vizier used to bring him

a girl every night, with whom he lay that night, and when he arose in the morning, he gave her to the vizier and bade him put her to death. On this

wise he abode a great while, whilst the people murmured and the creatures [of God] were destroyed and the commons cried out by reason of that

grievous affair whereinto they were fallen and feared the wrath of God the Most High, dreading lest He should destroy them by means of this. Still

the king persisted in that fashion and in that his blameworthy intent of the killing of women and the despoilment of the curtained ones, (159)

wherefore the girls sought succour of God the Most High and complained to Him of the tyranny of the king and of his oppressive dealing with

them..? ? ? ? ? Hence on the morrow forth I fare and leave your land behind; So take your leave of us nor fear mishap or ill event..So, when they

entered with the folk and had prostrated themselves before the king and given him joy and he had raised their rank, [they sat down]. Now it was the

custom of the folk to salute and go forth, so, when they sat down, the king knew that they had a word that they would fain say. So he turned to them

and said, "Ask your need." And the viziers also were present. Accordingly, they bespoke him with all that these latter had taught them and the

viziers also spoke with them; and Azadbekht said to them, "O folk, I know that this your speech, there is no doubt of it, proceedeth from love and

loyal counsel to me, and ye know that, were I minded to slay half these folk, I could avail to put them to death and this would not be difficult to me;

so how shall I not slay this youth and he in my power and under the grip of my hand? Indeed, his crime is manifest and he hath incurred pain of

death and I have only deferred his slaughter by reason of the greatness of the offence; for, if I do this with him and my proof against him be

strengthened, my heart is healed and the heart of the folk; and if I slay him not to-day, his slaughter shall not escape me to-morrow.".All who were

present were delighted and the sitting-chamber shook with mirth, and Iblis said, 'Well done, O Tuhfet es Sudour!' Then they gave not over

wine-bibbing and rejoicing and making merry and tambourining and piping till the night waned and the dawn drew near; and indeed exceeding

delight entered into them. The most of them in mirth was the Sheikh Iblis, and for the excess of that which betided him of delight, he put off all that

was upon him of coloured clothes and cast them over Tuhfeh, and among the rest a robe broidered with jewels and jacinths, worth ten thousand

dinars. Then he kissed the earth and danced and put his finger to his arse and taking his beard in his hand, said to her, 'Sing about this beard and

endeavour after mirth and pleasance, and no blame shall betide thee for this.' So she improvised and sang the following verses:.26. Nimeh ben er

Rebya and Num his Slave-girl di.Old Sharper, Story of the, ii. 187..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother clx.? ? ? ? ? Yet, I

conjure thee, blame me not for passion and desire, Me whom estrangement long hath brought to sick and sorry plight..The prefect released the man

and gave him back all that the thieves had taken from him; and he laid hands on the woman and the rest and took forth of the house treasures

galore. Amongst the rest, they found the money-bag of the Turcoman sheep-merchant. The thieves they nailed up incontinent against the wall of

the house, whilst, as for the woman, they wrapped her in one of her veils and nailing her [to a board, set her] upon a camel and went round about

the town with her. Thus God razed their dwelling-places and did away from me that which I feared. All this befell, whilst I looked on, and I saw not

my friend who had saved me from them the first time, whereat I marvelled to the utterest of marvel. However, some days afterward, he came up to

me, and indeed he had renounced (130) [the world] and donned a fakir's habit; and he saluted me and went away..? ? ? ? ? Yea, and how slaves and

steeds and good and virgin girls Were proffered thee to gift, thou hast not failed to cite,.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Officer's Story dccccxxx.Officer's

Story, The Thirteenth, ii. 181..? ? ? ? ? He, who Mohammed sent, as prophet to mankind, Hath to a just high-priest (61) the Khalifate assigned..My

fruit is a jewel all wroughten of gold, ii. 245..?OF THE SPEEDY RELIEF OF GOD.
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