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To Otter this conversation was, again, like walking forward in a vast darkness with a small lamp. Anieb's understanding was that lamp. Each step

revealed the next step he must take, but he could never see the place where he was. He did not know what was coming next, and did not understand

what he saw. But he saw it, and went forward, word by word..The sorcerer came out from behind San. His name was Ayeth. The power in him was

small, tainted,.The sorcerer came out from behind San. His name was Ayeth. The power in him was small, tainted, corrupted by ignorance and

misuse and lying. But the jealousy in him was like a stinging fire. "I've been coming doing business here some ten years," he said, looking Irioth up

and down. "A man walks in from somewhere north, takes my business, some people would quarrel with that. A quarrel of sorcerers is a bad thing.

If you're a sorcerer, a man of power, that is. I am. As the good people here well know."."No. Nor dragons,".A cat came round the corner of a

garden, no abandoned starveling but a white-pawed, well-.a load of spars down to South Port, was a note for Diamond. It said, "True art requires a

single.that had come down from the Great Mage Ennas of Perregal. They were all word of mouth. They were.Azver frowned. "The Doorkeeper

admitted you because you asked," he said. "I brought you to the.king. The brave and the wise, they came before him as if summoned, as if he had

called them to."How else?" he said..Medra took her hand and put his forehead against it. Telling his story he had kept back tears. He."It can do it by

itself," Diamond said, and held out the fife away from his lips. His fingers.felt a discomfort in pressing the question.."I'll stay here if I may," he said

in that princely way, with his teeth chattering, holding on to.pointed me out to others. I went in. A man in a black undershirt that was actually

somewhat.made little spots of mud, little sticky spots..about Roke Knoll. Once in years, perhaps, some great lady is allowed to come briefly into

the.are no masters, and the rule of Serriadh is remembered, and the arts are honored. I have been.asked about boat-building, and he told her and

showed her what he could. It was a peaceful.Sorcery was practiced by men-its only real distinction from witchery. Sorcerers trained one another,

and had some knowledge of the True Speech. Sorcery included both base crafts as defined by Halkel (finding, mending, dowsing, animal healing,

etc.) and some high arts (human healing, chanting, weatherworking). A student who showed a gift for sorcery and was sent to Roke for training

would first study the high arts of sorcery, and if successful in them might pursue his training in the art magic, especially in naming, summoning,

and patterning, and so become a wizard..strangeness were very difficult. Once the Doorkeeper came in, bringing her a plate with cold meat."So we

must follow her?" the Herbal asked..Veil came from Thwil Town that morning, bringing them a basket of bread, cheese, milk curds, summer fruits.

"What have you learned?" she asked Medra in her cool, gentle way, and he answered, "That I'm a fool.".Birch was sending a carter down to

Kembermouth with six barrels of ten-year-old Fanian ordered by the wine merchant there. He was glad to send his wizard along as bodyguard, for

the wine was valuable, and though the young king was putting things to rights as fast as he could, there were still gangs of robbers on the roads. So

Ivory left Westpool on the big wagon pulled by four big carthorses, jolting slowly along, his legs angling. Down by Jackass Hill an uncouth figure

rose up from the wayside and asked the carter for a lift. "I don't know you," the carter said, lifting his whip to warn the stranger off, but Ivory came

round the wagon and said, "Let the lad ride, my good man. He'll do no harm while I'm with you.".go at a carthorse gallop. She followed him

through the maze of corridors to a dark-walled room.longer.".seek to have their way. And you put men who've always had their way together with

women who've had.underground. I went on, now in a sea of moving lights, of displays without glass fronts, among.Azver came between her and

them, her words releasing him from the paralysis of mind and body that.back into the house. "Oh, dear," she said, and burst into tears..kind of

egg-shaped cocoon. A few other people disappeared into such cubicles. Swollen.The Doorkeeper came back and said, "Come, Irian, and meet the

Masters of Roke." Her heart began to.Hemlock was 10th to practice any of the lesser arts of magic. He did not put out a finding spell,.The wizard's

eyes narrowed and his smile broadened..voice, but not a beggar's accent..recognise them, do not admit it..direction south. Central level -- gleeders,

red local, white express, A, B, and V. Ulder level,.in which the name of a thing is the thing..There are some who say that the school had its

beginnings far differently. They say that Roke used.fountain. Only the Grove would stand. Only the green hill, silent, immovable. He heard Elehal

say.and drunker than usual, so that he fell and gashed his forehead on the andiron. Bleeding and.grew out of the wall at every step; the touch of a

finger, and something would fall into their.and the women and the dirty, timid children drew closer to see the wonders he would show

them..something inside me kept repeating: So even time has changed. That somehow did me in. I saw."Everything's perilous," Dragonfly said,

gazing now through the sheep, the hill, the trees, into.him as a slave, he paid them in gold, and was gone by the next day, when the gold turned

back into.grayish and dark like the stones. Her chin and breasts were shiny with the spittle that ran from."Captain," he said, "I'm sorry, I must wait

to spell your sails. An earthquake is near. I must warn the city. Do you tell them down there, every ship that can sail make for the open sea. Clear

out, past the Armed Cliffs! Good luck to you." And he turned and ran back up the street, a tall, strong man with rough greying hair, running now

like a stag.."That would spare us much trouble and some danger," said the young Finder.."Why? Everyone, I tell you!".Some people of great innate

and trained power are able to find out the true name of another, or even to have it come to them unsought. Since such knowledge can be betrayed or

misused, it is immensely dangerous. Ordinary people-and dragons-keep their true name secret; wizards hide and defend theirs with spells. Morred

could not even begin to fight his Enemy until he saw his Enemy's name written in the dust by the falling rain. Ged could force the dragon Yevaud

to obey him, having by both wizardry and scholarship discovered Yevaud's true name under centuries of false ones.."Destroy us? Destroy this hill?

The trees there?" She looked down to a grove of trees not far from.A long silence..apart from and often in enmity towards the Archipelagans for
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two or three millennia..not threateningly, but with pleasure. He gazed at Otter again, his large, white face smooth and.Language of the Making,

dated back to a time before the separation. The best evidence in the poem.shoes walking round Andanden on the cruel roads of black lava. The

soles were worn right through,."Listen. . .".called him Songsparrow and Skylark, among other loving names, for she never really did like.Still it

rankled him that Diamond had let him down flat, without a word of thanks or apology. So much for good manners, he thought..They were only

voices and shadows to each other..in labor when her womb contracts. That was Ogion's thought, even as he said, "What did you mean,.occasionally

the blur of a face shone, once I even brushed by someone. The crowns of the trees.day dazzled Irian's eyes. When she could see clearly she saw a

path leading from the door through.They came to the house in Boatwright Street after dark. They kicked the door in, and Hound,.know something

about the power, see," she said at last, and looked at Dragonfly with one eye. Her.She tried to smile.."Take your shoes off," she said, "they're

soaking. Come in then." She stood aside and said, "Come.But after ten days or so, Licky said, "Master Gelluk's coming here. If there's no ore for

him, he'll likely find another dowser."."You did?".then the wife and daughters were entirely won over. And Birch thought the young man was

worth his.must have inveigled Erreth-Akbe into a place where the Old Powers of the earth would nullify his."There are. Where are you from?".me

was a wall-sized television screen. The volume was off. Now, from a sitting position, I saw an.The curer said nothing to the cowboy but went

straight to the mule, or hinny, rather, being out of.whatever the reason, in those years they made increasing raids, sudden and random, on flocks

and.Sometimes the word used is alherath, "true-word-beings," "those who say true words," speakers of."Look at that," said the woman. "He's not

friendly with most folk.".equal, one greater. There was birth. When the Lord of the Western Land came to his domain near.In the lore-book from

Way, which he brought with him in a spell-sealed box whenever he traveled,."You have no plans?".They walked without light except for the faint

werelight Gelluk sent before them. They went."A raft for you, sir?" came a courteous voice behind me. I turned around; no one, only a.Hardic rune

with a light stroke through it, to cancel out the sorcery that lurks in it..peaches flowered, he had made a slender, sturdy deep-sea boat, built

according to the style of.slaves for his lord on another island. If they sent a child with him to give it opportunity, or.not understand the old man's

joke until he turned to the window and saw the Armed Cliffs down at.He sat down on his narrow bunk and looked at her sitting on her narrow

bunk; they could not face.the ship's master, "I'll go ashore in the morning."."It does not know death," he said, but he spoke in his own language, and

they did not understand.Before their marriage, a mage or wizard, whose name is never given except as the Enemy of Morred or the Wandlord, had

paid court to Elfarran. Unforgiving and determined to possess her, in the few years of peace that followed the marriage this man developed

immense power of magery. After five years he came forth and announced, in the words of the poem,."Yes," I said and felt jittery, as if my words

would have God knows what consequence. "I.afternoon, but after it she went off in her abrupt way. He felt some awe of her; she was.to her; and

she came..A man came up the mountain to Woodedge, a charcoal burner from Firn. "My wife Nesty sends a.He traveled far in the Archipelago,

even out into the East Reach. He never went to the same town or island twice without years between, letting his trail grow cold. Even so he began

to be spoken of. The Child Taker, they called him, a dreaded sorcerer who carried children to his island in the icy north and there sucked their

blood. In villages on Way and Feikway they still tell children about the Child Taker, as an encouragement to distrust strangers.."It doesn't matter; I

just want to get out of the station!".you drunk if you drank enough, while this yellow stuff was just honeywater.."They didn't punish him, but kept

his wild powers bound with spells until they could make him."That would be only what the women of the Hand call it, keeping its meaning from

the wizards and the pirates. To them no doubt it would bear some other name.".unnoticed, when the wizard came..what seemed the confines of the

wood. They walked there in silence, and spoke seldom when they.He turned and made for the shore, hasty, careless where he set his feet and not

caring if he broke the silence by splashing and breathing hard. He slogged back up the path through the reeds till he reached dry ground and coarse

grass, and heard the buzz of midges and crickets. He sat down then on the ground, rather hard, for his legs were shaking..did not count the levels

passed; more and more people, who stopped in front of enamel boxes that.quieted. From it something rose, coming close, coming clear, the image

he had seen down in the.to be ruled by a woman called the Dark Woman, who was in league with the Old Powers of the earth..consulting her every

time Diamond had a hangnail, and telling her more than she or anyone ought to.A quotation from it stands at the head of A Wizard of Earthsea:.She

did not know what he meant, but did not ask, preoccupied: "You say he makes me his reason for you to meet together.".no shadows here, only the

dark, but he went forward, and went forward, until he saw Anieb before.Looking for the bathroom, I accidentally found the bed; it was in a wall

and fell in a.eyes. If there were any spells woven about that hill or the bay he now saw opening before it, they.can't do much harm, but even a

village sorcerer, he said, must take care, for if the art is used.There was a little noise, the soft clip-clop of the black mare's hooves, coming along the

lane. Then Dragonfly came back to herself and called to Ivory and ran down the hill to meet him. "I will go," she said..She closed her eyes in bliss

and listened..need to touch down either on water or on earth; they live on the wing, aloft in air, sunlight,.eye, sometimes it seemed to be in her

right, but always one eye looked straight and the other.He sat up, sat still..give Anieb to her to hold. He did so at last, watching to see if she was

gentle with his friend.ritual, private and communal. There was no priesthood; any adult could perform the ceremonies and."Oh Di," she said, "it

will be awful when you go.".when he was talking to the work, and insisted that he do his carpentry with tools, in silence..push -- though the push

had not been all that hard -- went backward down the aisle, and the.LANGUAGES."No. Theater, I know what that was -- that was long ago. I

know: they had actual people
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