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MY LIFE AND TIMES (AND THE PIANO CAME TOO!)
O thou that blamest me for my heart and railest at my ill, ii. 101..If, in his own land, midst his folk, abjection and despite, ii. 196..? ? ? ? ? The
Merciful dyed me with that which I wear Of hues with whose goodliness none may compare..? ? ? ? ? For no hand is there but the hand of God is
over it And no oppressor but shall be with worse than he opprest..? ? ? ? ? Thou whose desire possesseth my soul, the love of whom Hold on my
reins hath gotten and will not let me free,.So the vizier returned to the king and said to him, "Verily, this youth hath merited grievous punishment,
after abundance of bounty [bestowed on him], and it may not be that a bitter kernel should ever become sweet; but, as for the woman, I am certified
that there is no fault in her." Then he repeated to the king the story which he had taught the queen, which when Azadbekht heard, he rent his clothes
and bade fetch the youth. So they brought him and stationed him before the king, who let bring the headsman, and the folk all fixed their eyes upon
the youth, so they might see what the king should do with him..Then I sang and the captain said, "It is good," Quoth I, "Nay, but thou art loathly."
He looked at me and said, "By Allah, thou shalt never more scent the odour of the world!" But his comrades said to him, "Do it not," and appeased
him, till he said, "If it must be so, she shall abide here a whole year, not going forth." And I said, "I am content to submit to whatsoever pleaseth
thee. If I have erred, thou art of those to whom pertaineth clemency." He shook his head and drank, then arose and went out to do his occasion,
what while his comrades were occupied with what they were about of merry-making and drunkenness and sport. So I winked to my fellows and we
slipped out into the corridor. We found the door open and fled forth, unveiled and knowing not whither we went; nor did we halt till we had left the
house far behind and happened on a cook cooking, to whom said I, "Hast thou a mind to quicken dead folk?" And he said, "Come up." So we went
up into the shop, and he said, 'Lie down." Accordingly, we lay down and he covered us with the grass, (137) wherewith he was used to kindle [the
fire] under the food..? ? ? ? ? O'er all the fragrant flowers that be I have the prefrence aye, For that I come but once a year, and but a little stay..? ? ?
? ? The world is upon me all desolate grown. Alack, my long grief and forlornness! Who knows.? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Chief of the Boulac Police
cccxliv.On this wise he abode a space of days, after which he made himself at home in the land and took to himself comrades and got him friends
galore, with whom he addressed himself to diversion and good cheer. Moreover, he went a-pleasuring with his friends and their hearts were solaced
[by his company] and he entertained them with stories and civilities (161) and diverted them with pleasant verses and told them abundance of
histories and anecdotes. Presently, the report of him reached King Jemhour, lord of Cashghar of Hind, and great was his desire [for his company].
So he went in quest of him and Abdallah repaired to his court and going in to him, kissed the earth before him. Jemhour welcomed him and
entreated him with kindness and bade commit him to the guest-house, where he abode three days, at the end of which time the king sent [to him] a
chamberlain of his chamberlains and let bring him to his presence. When he came before him, he greeted him [with the usual compliment], and the
interpreter accosted him, saying, "King Jemhour hath heard of thy report, that thou art a goodly boon-companion and an eloquent story-teller, and
he would have thee company with him by night and entertain him with that which thou knowest of anecdotes and pleasant stories and verses." And
he made answer with "Hearkening and obedience.".Bunducdari (El) and the Sixteen Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers, ii.
117..Khalif, El Mamoun El Hakim bi Amrillah, The Merchant of Cairo and the Favourite of the, iii. 171..'Twere fitter and better my loves that I
leave, i. 26..? ? ? ? ? Up, to our comrade's convent, that we may visit him And drink of wine more subtle than dust; (115) our trusty fere.Then she
turned to her father and said to him, 'Give ear unto that which I shall say to thee.' Quoth he, 'Say on;' and she said, 'Take thy troops and go to him,
for that, when he heareth this, he in his turn will levy his troops and come forth to thee; wherepon do thou give him battle and prolong the fighting
with him and make a show to him of weakness and giving way. Meantime, I will practise a device for winning to Tuhfeh and delivering her, what
while he is occupied with you in battle; and when my messenger cometh to thee and giveth thee to know that I have gotten possession of Tuhfeh
and that she is with me, do thou return upon Meimoun forthright and destroy him, him and his hosts, and take him prisoner. But, if my device
succeed not with him and we avail not to deliver Tuhfeh, he will assuredly go about to slay her, without recourse, and regret for her will abide in
our hearts.' Quoth Iblis, 'This is the right counsel,' and let call among the troops to departure, whereupon an hundred thousand cavaliers, doughty
men of war, joined themselves to him and set out for Meimoun's country..Meanwhile, he ceased not, he and his beloved, Queen Mariyeh, in the
most delightsome of life and the pleasantest thereof, and he was vouchsafed by her children; and indeed there befell friendship and love between
them and the longer their companionship was prolonged, the more their love waxed, so that they became unable to endure from each other a single
hour, save the time of his going forth to the Divan, when he would return to her in the utterest that might be of longing. Aud on this wise they
abode in all solace and delight of life, till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of Companies. So extolled be the
perfection of Him whose kingdom endureth for ever, who is never heedless neither dieth nor sleepeth! This is all that hath come down to us of their
story, and so peace [be on you!].?STORY OF THE JOURNEYMAN AND THE GIRL..The draper answered with "Hearkening and obedience" and
going forth from the deputy's presence, betook himself to his shop and brought out thence [the casket and] somewhat considerable, which he
removed to his house. At break of day he arose and going to his shop, broke the lock and cried out and shrieked and called [on God for help,] till
the folk assembled about him and all who were in the city were present, whereupon he cried out to them, saying even as the prefect had bidden
him; and this was bruited abroad. Then he made for the prefecture and presenting himself before the chief of the police, cried out and complained
and made a show of distraction..Then she arose and returned to her chamber..? ? ? ? ? Sore, sore doth rigour me beset, its onslaughts bring me near
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Unto the straitness of the grave, ere in the shroud I'm dight.
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