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Everyone confronted Agnes with expressions of puzzlement and expectation, and she looked from one to another. Paul. Maria. Francesca. Bonita.

Grace. Edom. Jacob. Finally Celestina..Finally sleeping, he had anxiety dreams of being in a public rest room, overcome by urgent need, only to

find that every stall was occupied by someone he had killed, all of them vengefully determined to deny him a chance for dignified relief..Without a

word, Joshua Nunn and the paramedic retreated to the foyer. The parlor doors slid shut.."But I've never seen a case like this. Usually, boils appear

on the back of the neck. And in moist areas like the armpits and the groin. Not so often on the face. And never in a quantity like this. Really, I've

never seen anything like it.".After a silent moment of surprise, Nork or Knacker, or Hisscus, said, "Your sentiment is understandable, Mr. Cain, but

it's customary in these matters--".In his head, without apparent effort, Barty kept a running total of the number of seconds that he had been alive,

and of the number of words in every book that he read. Agnes never checked his word totals for an entire volume; however, when she cited any

page in a book that he'd just finished, he knew the number of words it contained..When finally he found his voice, it was rough-sawn with a blade

of grief. "My wife. Perri. Perris Jean.".Their struggle to put their sorrow into words moved Agnes not because they cared so deeply, but because in

the end they were unable to express themselves adequately. Without the relief provided by expression, their anguish grew corrosive. Their lifelong

introversion left them without the social skills to unburden themselves or to provide solace to others. Worse, their obsessions with death, in all its

many means and mechanisms, had prepared them to expect Barty's cancer, which left them neither shocked nor capable of consolation, but merely

resigned. Ultimately, in great frustration, each twin was reduced to fragmented sentences, crippled gestures, quiet tears-and Agnes became the only

consoler..PUDDLED ON THE pan-flat face, the port-wine birthmark. In the center of the stain, the closed eye, concealed by a purple lid, as smooth

and round as a grape..The air was spicy with incense and with the fragrance of the lemon oil polish used on the wooden pews..She curled up in the

armchair, watching Barty. She was greedy for the sight of him. She thought she would not doze off, but would spend the night watching over him,

yet exhaustion defeated her..Junior took two steps toward him, sighting the gun on his face. "Why should I be afraid of a stumbling blind boy no

bigger than a midget?".Although Thomas Vanadium was unconscious, perhaps even dead, and though both nailhead-gray eyes were closed, Junior

knew those eyes were watching him, watching through the lids.."No. It's, stopped. The thing now is to prevent a recurrence of the emesis, which

could trigger more bleeding. He's getting antinausea medication and replacement electrolytes intravenously, and we've applied ice bags to his

midsection to reduce the chance of further abdominal-muscle spasms and to help control inflammation.".In the kitchen again, Junior spread the

blanket on the floor, to one side of the blood. He rolled Vanadium onto the blanket, and drew the ends of it together, fashioning a sled with which

to drag the detective out of the house..Celebration of course, would lead to incarceration and perhaps to electrocution. With Vanadium, the maniac

cop, likely to be found lurking under the bed or masquerading as a nurse to catch him in an unguarded moment, Junior had to recover at a pace that

his physician would not find miraculous. Dr. Parkhurst expected to discharge him no sooner than the following morning..In the time of the kings,

mages gathered in the court of Enlad and later in the court of Havnor to counsel the king and take counsel together, using their arts to pursue goals

they agreed were good. But in the dark years, wizards sold their skills to the highest bidder, pitting their powers one against the other in duels and

combats of sorcery, careless of the evils they did, or worse than careless. Plagues and famines, the failure of springs of water, summers with no rain

and years with no summer, the birth of sickly and monstrous young to sheep and cattle, the birth of sickly and monstrous children to the people of

the isles-all these things were charged to the practices of wizards and witches, and all too often rightly so..A few minutes after dawn, in excellent

weather, they flew out of Sacramento, bound for Eugene. Junior would have enjoyed the scenery if his face hadn't felt as if it were gripped by a

score of white-hot pliers in the hands of the same evil trolls that had peopled all the fairy tales that his mother had ever told him when he was

little.."Because Cain had called him to get a recommendation of a P. I. here in San Francisco," said Kathleen. "To find out what happened to

Seraphim White's baby.".Then the old man taught it to him. But it wasn't much use, Otter thought, since he had to hide it..WALLY HAD NOT

gone home with Death, but they had definitely been at the dance together..She asked him how many fingers she was holding up, and he said four,

and four it was. Then two fingers. Then seven. Her hands so pale, the palms both bruised..She lived with her parents then. They had converted the

dining room to a bedroom for her..Every nerve in Junior's body was a tautly strung trigger wire. If something set him off, he might explode so

violently that he'd blow himself into a psychiatric ward..when red aces weft followed by disturbing jacks, Agnes had pretended to take her son's

card-told fortune lightly, especially the frightful part of it. In fact, a coldness had twisted through her heart..In fact, though he strained hard to recall

their conversations, he could dredge up nothing that Seraphim had said during therapy, as if he'd been stone-deaf in those days. The only things he

retained were sensual impressions: the beauty of her face, the texture of her skin, the firmness of her flesh under his ministering

hands..NORTHBOUND ON THE coastal highway, headed for Newport Beach, Agnes saw bad omens, mile after mile..He swept the immediate

area with the flashlight, and shadows spun with shadows, waltzing spirits in the ballroom of the night..After taking a preliminary statement from

Celestina, Bellini left to romance a judge out of bed and obtain a search warrant for Enoch Cain's residence, having already ordered a stakeout of

the Russian Hill apartment. Celestina's description of her assailant was a perfect match for Cain. Furthermore, the suspect's Mercedes had been

abandoned at her place. Bellini sounded confident that they would find and arrest the man soon..Whereas Paul had been confounded in his desire to

express his admiration for Salk, he was able to speak about Perri at length and with ease. Her wit, her heart, her wisdom, her kindness, her beauty,
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he goodness, her courage were the threads in a narrative tapestry that Pad could have continued weaving for all the rest of his days. Since her death,

he hadn't been able to talk about her with anyone he knew, because his friends tended to focus on him, on his suffering, when he wanted them only

to understand Perri better, to realize what an exceptional person she had been. He wanted her to be remembered, after he was gone, wanted her

grace and her fortitude to be recalled and respected. She was too fine a woman to leave without a ripple in her wake, and the thought that her

memory might pass away with Paul himself was anguishing..So. Two monks they were: one in the service of everlasting light, the other in the

service of eternal darkness..Once he had toured the exhibition, managing not to shudder openly, he tried to hang out within hearing distance of

Celestina White, but without appearing to be listening with special intensity..He stared I out at the congregated ghosts of fog, white multitudes that

entirely obscured the bay, as if all the sailors ever lost at sea had gathered here, pressing at the window, eyeless forms that nevertheless saw

everything.."Paul told us the night he first came to the parsonage. About Agnes here ... and what had happened to Barty. And all about his late wife,

Perri. I feel like I know Bright Beach already.".Atop the dead woman, Vanadium's leather ID holder ignited. The identification card would bum,

but the badge was not likely to melt. The police would also identify the revolver.."No. The information I gave you came from the coroner's office,

which issued the death certificate. But even if I got into St. Mary's records, there wouldn't be a hint of where Catholic Family Services placed this

baby.".Before Celestina probed and perhaps touched upon a sore tooth of truth, Tom launched into the story of King Obadiah, Pharaoh of the

Fantastic, who had taught him all he knew about sleight of hand..After a while, a voice broke the vacuum-perfect silence. Bob Chicane. His

instructor..Happy weekend. His attitude amazed her, and his strength in the face of darkness gave her courage..Six paces past that marker

floorboard, Barty had the strangest feeling that someone was in the hallway with him..As he passed the living-room archway, he said, "Watch out

for tidal waves, Uncle Jacob.".She had put aside a half-finished pencil portrait of Phimie to develop several of Nella Lombardi..Between new

women and needlepoint pillows, he participated in s?ances, attended lectures given by ghost hunters, visited haunted houses, and read more strange

books. He even sat for the camera of a famous medium whose photographs sometimes revealed the auras of benign or malevolent presences

hovering in the vicinity of her subject, though in his case she could discern no telltale sign of a spirit..His profession was cocktail piano, though he

didn't have to earn a living at it. He had inherited a fine four-story house in a good neighborhood of San Francisco and also a sufficient income

from a trust fund to meet his needs if he avoided extravagance. Nevertheless, he worked five evenings a week in an elegant lounge in one of the

grand old hotels on Nob Hill, playing highly refined drinking songs for tourists, businessmen from out of town, affluent gay men who stubbornly

continued to believe in romance in an age that valued flash over substance, and unmarried heterosexual couples who were working up a buzz to

ensure that their rigorously planned adulteries would seem glamorous..For each of them, Agnes put one scoop of vanilla ice cream in a tall glass of

root beer, and after changing quickly into their pajamas, they sat together in Barty's bed, enjoying their treats, while she read aloud the last sixty

pages of Starman Jones..the stems, thorns sharp against his tongue. And then Agnes. Agnes in the yard, screaming.After the paralytic bladder

seizures had passed and Junior had drained Lake Mead, Chicane recommended plenty of caffeine and sugar to guard against an unlikely but not

impossible spontaneous return to a trance state. "Anyway, after pumping alpha waves for as long as you just did, you shouldn't actually need to

sleep anytime soon.".Like a spring-loaded novelty snake erupting from a can, Junior exploded up from the chair, nearly knocking it over..He tucked

his left arm tight against his side and threw himself against the door. The obstructing furniture was heavy, but it moved an inch. If it would give

one inch, it would give two, so it wasn't immovable, and he was already as good as in there..The rain-washed street shimmered greasily under the

tires, and the intersection lay halfway up a long hill, so gravity was aligned with fate against them. The driver's side of the Pontiac lifted. Beyond

the windshield, the main drag of Bright Beach tilted crazily. The passenger's side slammed against the pavement..On the way home, he repeatedly

checked the rearview mirror. No vehicle followed him..EARLY CHRISTMAS EVE, gallery brochure in hand, Junior returned to his apartment,

puzzling over mysteries that had nothing to do with guiding stars and virgin births..Lientery's work met the criteria of great art, about which Junior

had learned in art-appreciation courses. It undermined his sense of reality, left him wary, filled him with angst and with loathing for the human

condition, and made him wish he hadn't just eaten dinner.., Heart jumping like the heart of a fox-stalked rabbit, she ran from the driveway into the

yard. She would have cried out if her throat hadn't seized up with terror at the sight of her boy at neck-breaking height. By the time she could

speak, she realized that a shout, or even the unexpected sound of her plaintive voice, might unnerve him, cause him to misstep, and bring him

caroming down, limb to limb, in a bone snapping plunge..In spite of her nature, Agnes could not find forgiveness in her heart this time. Words of

absolution clotted in her throat. Her bitterness dismayed her, but she could not deny it..First, Victoria Bressler was listed as one of his victims,

although as far as he knew, the authorities still had every reason to attribute her murder to Vanadium..Behind the dog, Mary walked out of

nowhere, ball in hand, and Koko whirled in surprise, and the chase was on again..He'd been a godsend to Celestina, because his love of children

and a new sense of fun that he'd discovered in himself were showered on Angel. He was Uncle Wally. Waddling Wally, Wobbly Wally, Wally

Walrus, Wally Werewolf. Wally Wit Duh Funny Accents. Wiggle Eared Wally. Whistling Wally. Wrangler Wally. He was Good Golly Wally the

Friend of All Polliwogs. Angel adored him, adored him, and he could have loved her no more if she had been one of the sons that he had lost.

Overwhelmed by her classes, her waitressing job, her painting, Celestina could always count on Wally to step in to share the child rearing. He

wasn't merely Angel's honorary uncle, but her father in all senses except the legal and biological; he wasn't just her doctor, but a guardian angel

who fretted over her mildest fever and worried about all the ways the world could wound a child..Agnes dropped to one knee before the boy and
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held him gently by the shoulders. "Let me look.".Her hands shook, her entire body shook, and in her mind was a hard clatter of fear like the wheels

of a roller coaster rattling over poorly seamed tracks..Celestina indicated to Tom that he should sit at the head of the table, facing Agnes at the foot.

As Wally lowered himself into the empty chair to Tom's left, Celestina picked up two items from the sideboard and put them in front of Tom,

before sitting to his right..He pointed at his feet. "Toes, toes, toes, toes, toes, toes, toes, toes, toes, toes.".Another pocket. More cartridges. Trying to

squeeze just two into the magazine, but his hands shaking and slippery with sweat..For a while, Celestina had worried that the girl was slower to

walk than other children, slower to talk, and slower to develop her vocabulary, even though Celestina read aloud to her from storybooks every day.

Then, during the past six months, Angel had caught up in a rush though she traveled a road somewhat different from what the childrearing books

described. Her first word was mama, which was fairly standard, but her second was blue, which for a while came out "boo." At three, an average

child would be doing exceptionally well to identify four colors; Angel could name eleven, including black and white, because she was able

routinely to differentiate pink from red, and purple from blue..Fear of the unknown is a weakness, for it presumes dimensions to life beyond human

control. Zedd teaches that nothing is beyond our control, that nature is just a mindlessly grinding machine with no more mysteries in it than we will

find in applesauce.."Naomi, are you in there?" Junior whispered again, peering into the windows of the girl's soul..He phoned her before leaving, to

be sure she was home. She didn't work weekend shifts at the hospital; but maybe she would have gone out on this night off. When she answered, he

recognized her seductive voice-and devilishly muttered, "Wrong number.".He lived high, on Russian Hill, in a limestone-clad building with carved

Victorian detail. His one-bedroom unit included a roomy kitchen with breakfast nook and a spacious living room with windows looking down on

twisty Lombard Street..With his empty sockets draped by unsupported lids, Barty rode home wearing padded eye patches under sunglasses, his

cane propped against the seat at his side, as though he were costumed for a role in a play filled with a Dickensian amount of childhood

suffering..Tom Vanadium rose to his feet and, with one hand on Barty's shoulder, he surveyed the faces of those gathered on the porch. Most of

these people were such new acquaintances that they were all but strangers to him. Nevertheless, for the first time since his early days in St.

Anselmo's Orphanage, he'd found a place where he belonged. This felt like home..Uncommon dexterity is essential for anyone who hopes to

become a highly skilled card mechanic, but it is not the sole requirement. A capacity to endure grim tedium while engaging in thousands of hours

of patient practice is equally important. The finest card mechanics also exhibit complex memory function of a breadth and depth that the average

person would find extraordinary..Junior kept a file on each man, nevertheless, in case instinct later told him that one of them was, in fact, his mortal

enemy. He could have killed all of them, just to be safe, but a multitude of dead Bartholomews, even spread over several jurisdictions, would

sooner or later attract too much police attention..As she struggled to cope with her loss, the last thing Agnes needed was the reminder posed by that

empty chair. Maria's intentions were good, however, and Agnes didn't want to hurt her feelings..Wally Lipscomb's face, as long and narrow as ever,

seemed not at all like the dour visage of an undertaker, as once it had, but rather like the rubbery mug of one of those circus clowns who can make

you laugh as easily by striking an exaggeratedly sad frown as by putting on a goofy grin. She saw a warmth of spirit where once she had seen

spiritual indifference, vulnerability where once she had seen an armored heart, great expectations where once she had seen withered hope; she saw

kindness and gentleness where they had always been but now in more generous measure than before. She loved this long, narrow, homely,

wonderful face, and she loved the man who wore it..even allow himself as much as a lascivious wink or a quick caress of Victoria's

hand..Enigmatic as ever on this subject, he continued: "I'm probably not blind more places than I am. Yeah, sure, I'd rather be me in one of the

other places where my eyes are good, but this is the me I am. And you know what?".Junior didn't want an apology. The offer of a free lunch-or an

entire week of lunches-didn't charm a smile from him. He had no interest in taking home a free apple pie..He didn't pause to lock the house behind

them. Bright Beach, in 1965, was as free of criminals as it was untroubled by lumbering brontosaurs..Even though the detective was on the wrong

track, Junior was beginning to feel aggrieved. As any good citizen, he was willing, even eager to cooperate with responsible policemen who

conducted their investigation by the book. This Thomas Vanadium, however, in spite of his monotonous voice and drab appearance, gave off the

vibes of a fanatic..This didn't seem strange to him. Among the many things that no longer mattered were the concepts of distance and time..room,

heavier and colder than the ice bags that were draped across Junior's midsection..Mechanics have reliably steady hands, yet Jacob's hands shook as

he discarded two cards and slowly turned over the ninth draw..By eleven months, his vocabulary had expanded to nineteen words, by Agnes's

count: an age when even a precocious child usually spoke three or four at most..In his right hand again, the real gun, loaded with ten hollow-point

rounds, felt charged with supernatural power: to Bartholomew as a crucifix to Dracula, as holy water to a demon, as kryptonite to

Superman..Throughout this procedure, Barty appeared solemn and thoughtful. When he had squeezed the tenth toe, he stared at it, brow

furrowed..The bright side was easy to see. If Vanadium's reputation among other cops and among prosecutors was that of a paranoid, a pathetic a

after phantom perpetrators, his unsupported belief that Naomi.Junior considered leaving before Vanadium-still seventy-five yards away-arrived. He

was afraid he would appear to be fleeing..Lipscomb women gladly obey the wishes of Lipscomb men-unless they disagree, of course, or don't

disagree but are just feeling mulish..Following little Bartholomew's murder, however, people might remember the man who had been asking after

the mother, Celestina. Junior wasn't just any man, either; irresistibly handsome, he left an indelible impression on people, especially on women.

Inevitably, the cops would be knocking on his door, sooner or later.."The girl's baby," said Nolly, "was placed with Catholic Family Services for

adoption.".Spinning off the stool, the bun cap in one hand and the mustard dispenser clutched in the other, Junior surveyed the long narrow diner.
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Looking for the maniac cop. The dead maniac cop. He half expected to see Thomas Vanadium: head crusted in blood, face bashed to pulp, caked in

quarry silt, and dripping water as though he'd climbed out of his Studebaker coffin just minutes ago..Her mother and father still resided in a world

where Phimie was alive. Bringing them from that old reality to this new one would be the second-hardest thing Celestina had ever done.."I never

saw a Moor--never saw the Sea--Yet know I how the Heather looks--And what a Billow be."".Everyone was silent. The day was morgue-still. The

crows had fled the sky, but a single hawk gilded soundlessly, like justice with its prey in sight, high above the tower.."I'm a healer, not a

prosecutor. I'm not in the habit of making accusations,  especially not against my own patients.".From these ominous spatters, several fibers

bristled, having stuck to the pewter when the drizzle was still wet. They appeared to be human hairs.."I'd give anything if it hadn't happened," he

said earnestly. And now a tortured note wrung wet emotion from his voice"I only wish it had been me who died.".He nodded. "You do. Yes. But

you don't need to know right now. Later, when you're calmer, when you're clearer. It's too important to rush you through it now."."Your mother's

wise," Paul said. "More than all the owls in the world," the boy agreed..face looked familiar, and he sensed that he had seen it before in a

disquieting context, although the man's identity eluded him..And the irony of ironies: With her talent deepening to a degree that she had never

dared hope it would, with collectors responding to her vision to an extent she had never imagined possible, with her goals already exceeded, and

with great vistas of possibility opening before her, she would throw it all away with some regret but with no bitterness if required to choose

between art and Angel, for the child had proved to be the greater blessing. Phimie was gone, but Phimie's spirit fed and watered her sister's life,

bringing forth a great abundance..Letting go of Maria, lowering her hand to her heart, Agnes said, "I want to see him." After making the sign of the

cross, Maria said, "They must to have keeped him in the eggubator until he is not dangerous. When the nurse comes, I will make her to tell me

when the baby is to be safe. But I can't be leave you. I watch. I watch over.".She bit her lower lip, held her breath, repressed the sob that sought

release, and said, "I know."."Stop it, stop it! " Agnes, only ten years old, slender and shaking, but wild with righteousness, until now held in thrall

by her own fear, by the memory of all the beatings that she herself has taken. She screams at their father and strikes him with a book she's brought

from the house. The Bible. She strikes their father with the Bible, from which he's read to them every night of their lives. He drops the roses, tears

the holy book out of Agnes's hands, and pitches it across the yard. He rakes up a handful of the scattered roses, intending to make his son resume

this dinner of sin, but here comes Agnes once more, the Bible recovered, brandishing it at him, and now she says what all of them know to be true

but what none of them has ever dared say, what even Agnes herself will never again dare to say after this day, not while the old man lives, but she

dares to say it now, holding the Bible toward him, so he can see the gold-embossed cross upon the imitation-leather cover. "Murderer," Agnes says.

"Murderer " And Edom knows that they're all as good as dead now, that their father will slaughter them right here, right this minute, in his rage.

"Murderer," she says accusingly, behind the shield of the Bible, and she doesn't mean that he is killing Edom, but that he killed their mother, that

they heard him in the night, three years before, heard the short but awful struggle, and know that what happened was no accident. Roses fall from

his skinned and pierced hands, a flurry of petals yellow and petals red. He rises and takes a step toward Agnes, his dripping fists crimson with his

blood and with Edom's. Agnes doesn't back away, but thrusts the book toward him, and scintillant sunlight caresses the cross. Instead of tearing the

book out of her hands again, their father stalks away, into the house, surely to return with club or cleaver ... yet they will see no more of him this

day. Then Agnes-with tweezers for the thorns, with a basin full of warm water and a washcloth, with iodine and Neosporin and bandages-kneels

beside him in the yard. Jacob, too, comes forth from the dark crawlspace under the porch, having watched in terror from behind the latticework

skirt. He is shaking, crying, flushed with embarrassment because he didn't intervene, although he was wise to hide, for the disciplinary beating of

one twin usually leads to the pointless beating of the other. Agnes gradually settles Jacob by involving him in the treatment of his brother's wounds,

and to Edom she says, often thereafter, "I love your roses, Edom. I love your roses. God loves your roses, Edom." Overhead, agitated wings quiet

to a soft flutter, and the shrieking crows grow silent. The air pools as still and heavy as the water in a hidden lagoon within a secret glade, in the

perfect garden of the unfallen.....Tom Vanadium checked the small wastebasket next to the sink and discovered a wad of bloody Kleenex. The

crumpled wrappers from two Band-Aids..She worried that he would need to go to the bathroom during the night and that, half asleep, he might turn

the wrong way, toward the stairs, and fall. Three times they paced off the route from the doorway of his room to the hall bath. She would have

walked it a hundred times and still not been satisfied, but Barty said, "Okay, I've got it.".Excessive insurance, Agnes believed, was a temptation to

fate. "A reasonable policy, yes, that's fine. But a big one ... it's like betting on death.".Startled, Celestina said, "Good grief, you're spooky. How

could you know what I'm thinking?".By air from San Francisco south to Orange County Airport, then farther south along the coast by rental car,

one week in the wake of Paul Damascus and his three charges, following directions provided by Paul, Tom Vanadium brought Wally Lipscomb to

the Lampion house..By the grace of Caesar Zedd and Remy Martin, Junior eventually slipped into undulant currents of sleep, and as he drifted

away on those velvet tides, he took some solace from the thought that come what may, December 29 would be a better day than December 28..In

reaction to a terrible sense of weightlessness, Agnes's two-fisted grip on the steering wheel grew so tight her hands ached. She held on with all her

strength, as if at real risk of floating out of the car and up toward the source of the raveling skeins of rain..Worse than the tenderness in the bones,

the bleeding gums, the headaches, the ugly bruises, worse than the anemia-related weariness and the spells of breathlessness, was the suffering that

her battle caused to those whom she loved. More frequently as the days passed, they were unable to conceal their worry and their sorrow. She held

their hands when they trembled. She asked them to pray with her when they expressed anger that this should happen to her-of all people, to her, and
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she wouldn't let them go until the anger was gone. More than once, she pulled sweet Angel into her lap, stroked her hair, and soothed her with talk

of all the good times shared in better days. And always Barty, watching over her in his blindness, aware that she would not be dying in all the

places where she was, but taking no consolation from the fact that she would continue to exist in other worlds where he could never again be at her

side..The sound made by the dropping corpse indicated that cushioning trash lined the bottom of the bin, and also that it was no more than half full.

This improved chances that Neddy wouldn't be discovered until a dump truck tumbled him into a landfill-and even then perhaps no eyes would

alight upon him again except those of hungry rats.."Do you know about the earthquake that destroyed seventy percent of Tokyo and all of

Yokohama on September 1, 1923?" he asked..As the last of the flan was served and Maria's girls took their seats once more, Barty blinked at the

candles and said, "Gone now," even though the tiny spectrums still shimmered in the cut crystal. He turned his full attention to the flan with such

enthusiasm that his mother soon stopped puzzling over rainbows..She poured cold milk and drank it quickly. As she was rinsing the empty glass,

she felt as if she might throw up, but she didn't.."But the breed is nervous, dear. With a nervous breed, you just never know, do you?.The

paramedic, fingers pressed to the radial artery in Junior's right wrist, must have felt a rocket-quick acceleration in his pulse rate..Nothing in life was

risk free, so he hesitated only a moment: at the foot of the porch steps before climbing them and knocking on the door..His alcohol-soured breath

washed over Agnes as he asked, "How's Bartholomew doing, is he okay, is the little guy in good health?"."I already told you-anything in your heart

is as easy to read as the open page of a book.".Late Monday afternoon, September 19, Junior returned wearily to his apartment, from another

fruitless investigation of a Bartholomew, this one across the bay in Corte Madera. Exhausted by his unending quest, depressed by lack of success,

he sought refuge in meditation.."I'm going to tell you something about your father that might comfort you," he said, "but you can't ask me for more

than I'm ready to say right now. It's all a part of what I'll discuss with you in Bright Beach.".With remarkably little splash, the sedan eased into the

water. Briefly it floated, bobbling near shore, tipped forward by the weight of the engine. As the lake flooded in through the floor vents, the vehicle

settled steadily-then sank rapidly when water reached the two partially open windows.
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