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"And indeed," continued Adi, "this ode on the Prophet (may God bless and keep him!) is well known and to comment it would be tedious." Quoth

Omar, "Who is at the door?" "Among them is Omar ibn [Abi] Rebya the Cureishite," (49) answered Adi, and the Khalif said, "May God show him

no favour neither quicken him! Was it not he who said ... ?" And he recited the following verses:.So they ate and Tuhfeh looked at the two kings,

who had not changed their favour and said to Kemeriyeh, 'O my lady, what is yonder wild beast and that other like unto him? By Allah, mine eye

brooketh not the sight of them.' Kemeriyeh laughed and answered, 'O my sister, that is my father Es Shisban and the other is Meimoun the

Sworder; and of the pride of their souls and their arrogance, they consented not to change their [natural] fashion. Indeed, all whom thou seest here

are, by nature, like unto them in fashion; but, on thine account, they have changed their favour, for fear lest thou be disquieted and for the

comforting of thy mind, so thou mightest make friends with them and be at thine ease.' 'O my lady,' quoth Tuhfeh, 'indeed I cannot look at them.

How frightful is yonder Meimoun, with his [one] eye! Mine eye cannot brook the sight of him, and indeed I am fearful of him.' Kemeriyeh laughed

at her speech, and Tuhfeh said, 'By Allah, O my lady, I cannot fill my eye with them!' (200) Then said her father Es Shisban to her, 'What is this

laughing?' So she bespoke him in a tongue none understood but they [two] and acquainted him with that which Tuhfeh had said; whereat he

laughed a prodigious laugh, as it were the pealing thunder..Then he could brook this no longer; so he went forth from the dominions of the

Commander of the Faithful, under pretence of visiting certain of his kinsmen, and took with him servant nor companion, neither acquainted any

with his intent, but betook himself to the road and fared on into the desert and the sandwastes, knowing not whither he went. After awhile, he fell in

with travellers intending for the land of Hind [and journeyed with them]. When he came thither, he lighted down [in a city of the cities of the land

and took up his abode] in one of the lodging-places; and there he abode a while of days, tasting not food neither solacing himself with the delight of

sleep; nor was this for lack of dirhems or dinars, but for that his mind was occupied with musing upon [the reverses of] destiny and bemoaning

himself for that the revolving sphere had turned against him and the days had decreed unto him the disfavour of our lord the Imam. (160).Behold, I

am clad in a robe of leaves green, ii. 242..Then he kept them under guard, and when the morning morrowed, he referred their case to El Hejjaj, who

caused bring them before him and enquiring into their affair, found that the first was the son of a barber-surgeon, the second of a [hot] bean-seller

and the third of a weaver. So he marvelled at their readiness of speech (82) and said to his session-mates, "Teach your sons deportment; (83) for, by

Allah, but for their ready wit, I had smitten off their heads!".Trust in God, Of, 114..Then he wrote a letter to King Azadbekht, saying to him, "I am

a servant of thy servants and a slave of thy slaves and my daughter is a handmaid at thy service, and may God the Most High prolong thy days and

appoint thy times [to be] in delight and contentment! Indeed, I still went girded of the waist in thy service and in caring for the preservation of thy

dominion and warding off thine enemies from thee; but now I abound yet more than before in zeal and watchfulness, for that I have taken this to

charge upon myself, since my daughter is become thy wife." And he despatched a messenger to the king with the letter and a present..The absent

ones' harbinger came us unto, iii. 153..? ? ? ? ? i. The Credulous Husband dcccxcviii.? ? ? ? ? So shall we quaff the cups in ease and cheer, In

endless joyance, quit of care and woe..Affairs, Of Looking to the Issues of, i. 80..? ? ? ? ? k. The Prisoner and how God gave him Relief .

cccclxxxv.The old man kissed his hand and went away; whereupon quoth Er Reshid to him, 'O Ishac, who is yonder man and what is his occasion?'

'O my lord,' answered the other, 'this is a man called Said the Slave-dealer, and he it is who buyeth us slave-girls and mamelukes. (169) He

avoucheth that with him is a fair [slave-girl, a] lutanist, whom he hath withheld from sale, for that he could not fairly sell her till he had shown her

to me.' 'Let us go to him,' said the Khalif,'so we may look on her, by way of diversion, and see what is in the slave-dealer's barrack of slave-girls.'

And Ishac answered, 'Commandment belongeth to God and to the Commander of the Faithful.' Then he went on before them and they followed in

his track till they came to the slave-dealer's barrack and found it high of building and spacious of continence, with sleeping-cells and chambers

therein, after the number of the slave-girls, and folk sitting upon the benches..And when she had made an end of her song, she wept sore..Then he

called his servant Aamir and said to him, "Saddle the horses." When the nurse heard his words and indeed [she saw that] Aamir brought him the

horses and they were resolved upon departure, the tears ran down upon her cheeks and she said to him, "By Allah, thy separation is grievous to me,

O solace of the eye!" Then said she, "Where is the goal of thine intent, so we may know thy news and solace ourselves with thy report?" Quoth he,

"I go hence to visit Akil, the son of my father's brother, for that he hath his sojourn in the camp of Kundeh ben Hisham, and these twenty years

have I not seen him nor he me; wherefore I purpose to repair to him and discover his news and return hither. Then will I go hence to Yemen, if it be

the will of God the Most High.".'Thou liest, O accursed one,' cried the king and bade lay hands on him and clap him in irons. Then he turned to the

two youths, his sons, and strained them to his breast, weeping sore and saying, 'O all ye who are present of cadis and assessors and officers of state,

know that these twain are my sons and that this is my wife and the daughter of my father's brother; for that I was king aforetime in such a region.'

And he recounted to them his history from beginning to end, nor is there aught of profit in repetition; whereupon the folk cried out with weeping

and lamentation for the stress of that which they heard of marvellous chances and that rare story. As for the king's wife, he caused carry her into his

palace and lavished upon her and upon her sons all that behoved and beseemed them of bounties, whilst the folk flocked to offer up prayers for him

and give him joy of [his reunion with] his wife and children..?STORY OF THE RICH MAN AND HIS WASTEFUL SON..Then said the prince to

him, 'Make ready to go with me to my country.' So he made ready and went with the prince till he drew near the frontiers of his father's kingdom,
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where the people received him with the utmost honour and sent to acquaint his father with his son's coming. The king came out to meet him and

they entreated the goldsmith with honour. The prince abode awhile with his father, then set out, [he and the goldsmith] to return to the country of

the fair one, the daughter of the King of Hind; but there met him robbers by the way and he fought the sorest of battles and was slain. The

goldsmith buried him and marked his grave (229) and returned, sorrowing and distraught to his own country, without telling any of the prince's

death..58. The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh (232) dcxlvi.98. The Haunted House in Baghdad dclxxxviii.When they had made an end of pious

wishes and congratulations, they besought the king to hasten the punishment of the Magian and heal their hearts of him with torment and

humiliation. So he appointed them for a day on which they should assemble to witness his punishment and that which should betide him of

torment, and shut himself up with his wife and sons and abode thus private with them three days, during which time they were sequestered from the

folk. On the fourth day the king entered the bath, and coming forth, sat down on the throne of his kingship, with the crown on his head, whereupon

the folk came in to him, according to their wont and after the measure of their several ranks and degrees, and the amirs and viziers entered, ay, and

the chamberlains and deputies and captains and men of war and the falconers and armbearers. Then he seated his two sons, one on his right and the

other on his left hand, whilst all the folk stood before him and lifted up their voices in thanksgiving to God the Most High and glorification of Him

and were strenuous in prayer for the king and in setting forth his virtues and excellences..So he went walking in the thoroughfares of the city and

viewing its ordinance and its markets and thoroughfares and gazing on its folk. Presently, Abou Nuwas met him. (Now he was of those of whom it

is said, "They love the fair," (8) and indeed there is said what is said concerning him. (9) When he saw Noureddin Ali, he stared at him in

amazement and exclaimed, "Say, I take refuge with the Lord of the Daybreak!" (10) Then he accosted the young Damascene and saluting him, said

to him, "Why do I see my lord alone and forlorn? Meseemeth thou art a stranger and knowest not this country; so, with my lord's permission, I will

put myself at his service and acquaint him with the streets, for that I know this city." Quoth Noureddin, "This will be of thy favour, O uncle."

Whereat Abou Nuwas rejoiced and fared on with him, showing him the markets and thoroughfares, till they came to the house of a slave-dealer,

where he stopped and said to the youth, "From what city art thou?" "From Damascus," answered Noureddin; and Abou Nuwas said, "By Allah,

thou art from a blessed city, even as saith of it the poet in the following verses:.The learned man bethought him awhile of this, then made for

Khelbes's house, which adjoined his own, still holding the latter; and when they entered, they found the young man lying on the bed with Khelbes's

wife; whereupon quoth he to him, 'O accursed one, the calamity is with thee and in thine own house!' So Khelbes put away his wife and went forth,

fleeing, and returned not to his own land. This, then," continued the vizier, "is the consequence of lewdness, for whoso purposeth in himself craft

and perfidy, they get possession of him, and had Khelbes conceived of himself that (266) which he conceived of the folk of dishonour and

calamity, there had betided him nothing of this. Nor is this story, rare and extraordinary though it be, more extraordinary or rarer than that of the

pious woman whose husband's brother accused her of lewdness.".Wife and the Learned Man, Khelbes and his, i. 301..? ? ? ? ? p. The Foxes and the

Wolf dccccxxi.Ibn es Semmak and Er Reshid, i. 195..So he was concerned with an exceeding concern for his lack of travel and discovered this to

his father, who said to him, "O my son, why do I see thee chagrined?" And he answered, "I would fain travel." Quoth Aboulhusn, "O my son, none

travelleth save those whose occasion is urgent and those who are compelled thereunto [by need]. As for thee, O my son, thou enjoyest ample

fortune; so do thou content thyself with that which God hath given thee and be bounteous [unto others], even as He hath been bounteous unto thee;

and afflict not thyself with the toil and hardship of travel, for indeed it is said that travel is a piece of torment." (5) But the youth said, "Needs must

I travel to Baghdad, the abode of peace.".91. The Schoolmaster who Fell in Love by Report ccccii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. Story of Aziz and Azizeh

cxliii.? ? ? ? ? My maker reserved me for generous men And the niggard and sland'rer to use me forebade..The folk of the quarter heard him and

assembled under the window; and when he was ware of them, he opened the window and said to them, "Are ye not ashamed, O pimps? Every one

in his own house doth what he will and none hindereth him; but we drink one poor day and ye assemble and come, cuckoldy varlets that ye are!

To-day, wine, and to-morrow [another] matter; and from hour to hour [cometh] relief." So they laughed and dispersed. Then the girl drank till she

was intoxicated, when she called to mind her lord and wept, and the old man said to her, "What maketh thee weep, O my lady?" "O elder," replied

she, "I am a lover and separated [from him I love]." Quoth he, "O my lady, what is this love?" "And thou," asked she, "hast thou never been in

love?" "By Allah, O my lady," answered he, "never in all my life heard I of this thing, nor have I ever known it! Is it of the sons of Adam or of the

Jinn?" She laughed and said, "Verily, thou art even as those of whom the poet speaketh, when as he saith ..." And she repeated the following

verses:.? ? ? ? ? Our Lord, after sev'rance, with them hath conjoined us, for he who doth good Shall ne'er disappointed abide and kindnesses

kindness entail..When she had made an end of her song, she threw the lute from her hand and wept, whilst the old man wept for her weeping. Then

she fell down in a swoon and presently coming to herself, filled the cup and drinking it off, gave the old man to drink, after which she took the lute

and breaking out into song, chanted the following verses:.Now the merchant their father lay asleep in the ship, and the crying of the boys troubled

him; so he rose to call out to them [and silence them] and let the purse [with the thousand dinars therein] fall among the bales of merchandise. He

sought for it and finding it not, buffeted his head and seized upon the boys, saying, 'None took the purse but you. Ye were playing about the bales,

so ye might steal somewhat, and there was none here but you.' Then he took a staff and laying hold of the children, fell to beating them and

flogging them, whilst they wept, and the sailors came round about them and said, 'The boys of this island are all thieves and robbers.' Then, of the

greatness of the merchant's wrath, he swore that, if they brought not out the purse, he would drown them in the sea; so when [by reason of their
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denial] his oath became binding upon him, he took the two boys and lashing them [each] to a bundle of reeds, cast them into the sea..Bibers el

Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin, ii. 117..? ? ? ? ? j. King Suleiman Shah and his Sons cccclxxv.? ? ? ?

? Great in delight, beloved mine, your presence is with me; Yet greater still the miseries of parting and its bane..Midmost that meadow was a palace

soaring high into the air, with battlements of red gold, set with pearls and jewels, and a two-leaved gate; and in the gateway thereof were much

people of the chiefs of the Jinn, clad in sumptuous apparel. When they saw the old man, they all cried out, saying, 'The Lady Tuhfeh is come!' And

as soon as she reached the palace-gate, they came all and dismounting her from the horse's back, carried her into the palace and fell to kissing her

hands. When she entered, she beheld a palace whereof never saw eyes the like; for therein were four estrades, one facing other, and its walls were

of gold and its ceilings of silver. It was lofty of building, wide of continence, and those who beheld it would be puzzled to describe it. At the upper

end of the hall stood a throne of red gold, set with pearls and jewels, unto which led up five steps of silver, and on the right thereof and on its left

were many chairs of gold and silver; and over the dais was a curtain let down, gold and silver wrought and broidered with pearls and jewels..? ? ? ?

? b. Story of the Chief of the Boulac Police cccxliv.The king marvelled, he and his company, and praised God the Most High for that he had come

thither; after which he turned to the eunuch and said to him, 'What is this youth thou hast with thee?' 'O king,' answered he, 'this is the son of a

nurse who belonged to us and we left him little. I saw him to-day and his mother said to me, 'Take him with thee.' So I brought him with me, that

he might be a servant to the king, for that he is an adroit and quickwitted youth.' Then the king fared on, he and his company, and the eunuch and

the youth with them, what while he questioned the former of Belehwan and his dealing with his subjects, and he answered, saying, 'As thy head

liveth, O king, the folk with him are in sore straits and not one of them desireth to look on him, gentle or simple.'.? ? ? ? ? Though over me be the

tombstone laid, if ever thou call on me, Though rotten my bone should be, thy voice I'll answer, come what will..I am filled full of longing pain and

memory and dole, iii. 15..When the poor man heard the merchant's story, he became desirous of marrying his daughter. So he took her to wife and

was vouchsafed of her exceeding love. Nor," added the vizier, "is this story more extraordinary than that of the rich man and his wasteful heir.".61.

Musab ben ez Zubeir and Aaisheh his Wife dcxlix.When his brother saw him on this wise, he doubted not but that this had betided him by reason

of severance from his people and family and said to him, 'Come, let us go forth a-hunting.' But he refused to go with him; so the elder brother went

forth to the chase, whilst the younger abode in the pavilion aforesaid. As he was diverting himself by looking out upon the garden from the window

of the palace, behold, he saw his brother's wife and with her ten black slaves and as many slave-girls. Each slave laid hold of a damsel [and swived

her] and another slave [came forth and] did the like with the queen; and when they had done their occasions, they all returned whence they came.

Therewithal there betided the King of Samarcand exceeding wonder and solacement and he was made whole of his malady, little by little..Now

there was a man of the kinsfolk of the Khalif [Haroun er Reshid], by name Abdulmelik ben Salih ben Ali ben Abdallah ben el Abbas, (148) who

was great of gravity and piety and decorousness, and Er Reshid was used instantly to require of him that he should keep him company in his

carousals and drink with him and had proffered him, to this end, riches galore, but he still refused. It chanced that this Abdulmelik es Salih came to

the door of Jaafer ben Yehya, that he might bespeak him of certain occasions of his, and the chamberlain, doubting not but he was the Abdulmelik

ben Salih aforesaid, whom Jaafer had charged him admit and that he should suffer none but him to enter, allowed him to go in to his master..? ? ? ?

? Ramazan in my life ne'er I fasted, nor e'er Have I eaten of flesh, save in public (57) it were..When the morning morrowed, the king went forth and

sitting down on the throne of the kingship, summoned the grandees of his empire; whereupon the chamberlains and deputies and captains of the

host went in to him and kissed the earth before him. He distinguished the vizier with his especial favour and bestowed on him a dress of honour and

entreated him with the utmost kindness, after which he set forth briefly to his chief officers that which had betided him with Shehrzad and how he

had turned from that his former usance and repented him of what he had done aforetime and purposed to take the vizier's daughter Shehrzad to wife

and let draw up the contract of marriage with her..There was once a man of the Arabs who had a number of sons, and amongst them a boy, never

was seen a fairer than he of favour nor a more accomplished in loveliness, no, nor a more perfect of wit. When he came to man's estate, his father

married him to the daughter of one of his uncles, and she excelled not in beauty, neither was she praiseworthy of attributes; wherefore she pleased

not the youth, but he bore with her, for kinship's sake..And the king bade him depart to his own house..The First Day..? ? ? ? ? I am become, for

severance from my loved one, Like a left hand, forsaken of the right..? ? ? ? ? c. The Fuller and his Son. dcccclxxx.When it was the tenth day, (now

this day was called El Mihrjan (129) and it was the day of the coming in of the folk, gentle and simple, to the king, so they might give him joy and

salute him and go forth), the counsel of the viziers fell of accord that they should speak with a company of the notables of the city [and urge them

to demand of the king that he should presently put the youth to death]. So they said to them, "When ye go in to-day to the king and salute him, do

ye say to him, 'O king, (to God be the praise!) thou art praiseworthy of policy and governance, just to all thy subjects; but this youth, to whom thou

hast been bountiful, yet hath he reverted to his base origin and wrought this foul deed, what is thy purpose in his continuance [on life]? Indeed, thou

hast prisoned him in thy house, and every day thou hearest his speech and thou knowest not what the folk say.'" And they answered with

"Hearkening and obedience.".77. King Kisra Anoushirwan and the Village Damsel ccclxxxix.? ? ? ? ? Our stead, that late was desert, grew green

and eke our trees, That barren were, grew loaded with ripened fruits galore..When the boy grew up, his father feared for him from poverty and

change of case, so he said to him, 'Dear my son, know that in my youth I wronged my brothers in the matter of our father's good, and I see thee in

weal; but, if thou [come to] need, ask not of one of them nor of any other, for I have laid up for thee in yonder chamber a treasure; but do not thou
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open it until thou come to lack thy day's food.' Then he died, and his wealth, which was a great matter, fell to his son. The young man had not

patience to wait till he had made an end of that which was with him, but rose and opened the chamber, and behold, it was [empty and its walls

were] whitened, and in its midst was a rope hanging down and half a score bricks, one upon another, and a scroll, wherein was written, 'Needs must

death betide; so hang thyself and beg not of any, but kick away the bricks, so there may be no escape (225) for thee, and thou shall be at rest from

the exultation of enemies and enviers and the bitterness of poverty.'.? ? ? ? ? That I am the pledge of passion still and that my longing love And eke

my yearning do overpass all longing that was aye..But she said, 'There is a thing wherewith we will make her confess, and all that is in her heart

shall be discovered to thee.' 'What is that?' asked the king, and she answered, 'I will bring thee a hoopoe's heart, (138) which, when she sleepeth, do

thou lay upon her heart and question her of all thou wilt, and she will discover this unto thee and show forth the truth to thee." The king rejoiced in

this and said to his nurse, 'Hasten and let none know of thee.' So she arose and going in to the queen, said to her, 'I have done thine occasion and it

is on this wise. This night the king will come in to thee and do thou feign thyself asleep; and if he ask thee of aught, do thou answer him, as if in

thy sleep.' The queen thanked her and the old woman went away and fetching the hoopoe's heart, gave it to the king..The folk took compassion on

him and gave him to eat and drink and he abode with them awhile. Then he questioned them of the way that led to the kingdom of his uncle

Belehwan, but told them not that he was his uncle. So they taught him the way and he ceased not to go barefoot, till he drew near his uncle's capital,

and he naked and hungry, and indeed his body was wasted and his colour changed. He sat down at the gate of the city, and presently up came a

company of King Belehwan's chief officers, who were out a-hunting and wished to water their horses. So they lighted down to rest and the youth

accosted them, saying, 'I will ask you of somewhat, wherewith do ye acquaint me.' Quoth they, 'Ask what thou wilt.' And he said, 'Is King

Belehwan well?' They laughed at him and answered, 'What a fool art thou, O youth! Thou art a stranger and a beggar, and what concern hast thou

with the king's health?' Quoth he, 'Indeed, he is my uncle;' whereat they marvelled and said, 'It was one question (135) and now it is become two.'

Then said they to him, 'O youth, it is as thou wert mad. Whence pretendest thou to kinship with the king? Indeed, we know not that he hath aught of

kinsfolk, except a brother's son, who was prisoned with him, and he despatched him to wage war upon the infidels, so that they slew him.' 'I am he,'

answered Melik Shah, 'and they slew me not, but there betided me this and that.'.? ? ? ? ? Then, after them came I to thee and union did entreat And

unto thee set forth at length my case and my design;.His story troubled the Sultan's deputy and he was sore enraged against him; so he drew his

sword and smiting him, cut off his head; whereupon one recited the following verses:.So each of them fared on with that which was with him and

gave not over going till they met in one of the inns (33) and each complained to the other of that which he had abidden of travel [in quest of

custom] and of the lack of demand for his wares. Now each of them had it in mind to cheat his fellow; so El Merouzi said to Er Razi, 'Wilt thou sell

me that?' 'Yes,' answered he, and the other continued, 'And wilt thou buy that which is with me?' Er Razi assented; so they agreed upon this and

each of them sold his fellow that which was with him [in exchange for the other's ware]; after which they bade each other farewell and parted. As

soon as they were out of each other's sight, they examined their loads, to see what was therein, and one of them found that he had a load of sheep's

dung and the other that he had a load of goat's dung; whereupon each of them turned back in quest of his fellow. They met in the inn aforesaid and

laughed at each other and cancelling their bargain, agreed to enter into partnership and that all that they had of money and other good should be in

common between them, share and share alike..Then said she to him, "O elder, I would fain drink." So he arose and brought her a gugglet of water;

but she said to him, "Who bade thee fetch that?" Quoth he, "Saidst thou not to me, 'I would fain drink'?" And she answered, "I want not this; nay, I

want wine, the delight of the soul, so haply, O elder, I may solace myself therewith." "God forbid," exclaimed the old man, "that wine should be

drunk in my house, and I a stranger in the land and a Muezzin and an imam, (32) who prayeth with the true-believers, and a servant of the house of

the Lord of the Worlds! "Quoth she, "Why wilt thou forbid me to drink thereof in thy house?" "Because," answered he, "it is unlawful." "O elder,"

rejoined she, "God hath forbidden [the eating of] blood and carrion and hog's flesh. Tell me, are grapes and honey lawful or unlawful?" Quoth he,

"They are lawful;" and she said, "This is the juice of grapes and the water of honey." But he answered, "Leave this thy talk, for thou shall never

drink wine in my house." "O Sheikh," rejoined she, "folk eat and drink and enjoy themselves and we are of the number of the folk and God is very

forgiving, clement." (33) Quoth he, "This is a thing that may not be." And she said, "Hast thou not heard what the poet saith ... ?" And she recited

the following verses:.Hejjaj (El) and the Three Young Men, i. 53..Next morning, up came the Cadi, with his face like the ox-eye, (104) and said,

"In the name of God, where is my debtor and where is my money?" Then he wept and cried out and said to the prefect, "Where is that ill-omened

fellow, who aboundeth in thievery and villainy?" Therewith the prefect turned to me and said, "Why dost thou not answer the Cadi?" And I replied,

"O Amir, the two heads (105) are not equal, and I, I have no helper but God; but, if the right be on my side, it will appear." At this the Cadi cried

out and said, "Out on thee, O ill-omened fellow! How wilt thou make out that the right is on thy side?" "O our lord the Cadi," answered I, "I

deposited with thee a trust, to wit, a woman whom we found at thy door, and on her raiment and trinkets of price. Now she is gone, even as

yesterday is gone; and after this thou turnest upon us and makest claim upon me for six thousand dinars. By Allah, this is none other than gross

unright, and assuredly some losel of thy household hath transgressed against her!".?THE FIFTH OFFICER'S STORY..When his sister Selma heard

what he said, she could no longer contain herself, but cast herself upon him and discovered to him her case. When he knew her, he threw himself

upon her [and lay without life] awhile; after which he came to himself and said, 'Praised be God, the Bountiful, the Beneficent!' Then they

complained to each other of that which they had suffered for the anguish of separation, whilst Selim's wife abode wondered at this and Selma's
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patience and constancy pleased her. So she saluted her and thanked her for her fashion, saying, 'By Allah, O my lady, all that we are in of gladness

is of thy blessing alone; so praised be God who hath vouchsafed us thy sight!' Then they abode all three in joy and happiness and delight three

days, sequestered from the folk; and it was bruited abroad in the city that the king had found his brother, who was lost years agone..? ? ? ? ?

Whilere, the verses that I made it was thy wont to flout, Saying, "No passer by the way (105) hath part in me or mine..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab. Story of

the King's Son and the Ogress xv.Like the full moon she shows upon a night of fortune fair, iii. 191..55. The Poor Man and his Generous Friend

dcxliii.When she had made an end of her song, she wept sore, till presently sleep overcame her and she slept..42. The Loves of Jubeir ben Umeir

and the Lady Budour cccxxvii.The old man betook himself to the city, as she bade him, and enquired for the money-changer, to whom they

directed him. So he gave him the ring and the letter, which when he saw, he kissed the letter and breaking it open, read it and apprehended its

purport. Then he repaired to the market and buying all that she bade him, laid it in a porter's basket and bade him go with the old man. So the latter

took him and went with him to the mosque, where he relieved him of his burden and carried the meats in to Sitt el Milah. She seated him by her

side and they ate, he and she, of those rich meats, till they were satisfied, when the old man rose and removed the food from before her..? ? ? ? ?

The Merciful dyed me with that which I wear Of hues with whose goodliness none may compare..To return to his sister Selma. She awaited him till

the last of the day, but he came not; and she awaited him a second day and a third and a fourth, yet there came no news of him, wherefore she wept

and beat with her hands on her breast and bethought her of her affair and her strangerhood and her brother's absence; and she recited the following

verses:.? ? ? ? ? How bright and how goodly my lustre appears! Yea, my wreaths are like girdles of silver so white..? ? ? ? ? My heart bereavement

of my friends forebode; may God of them The dwellings not bereave, but send them timely home again!.? ? ? ? ? She comes in a robe the colour of

ultramarine, Blue as the stainless sky, unflecked with white;.'Twere better and meeter thy presence to leave, ii. 85..? ? ? ? ? r. The Heathcock and

the Tortoises dcxxxiv.When she awoke, she said to the old man, "O elder, hast thou aught of food?" And he answered, "O my lady, I have bread

and olives." Quoth she, "That is food fit but for the like of thee. As for me, I will have nought but roast lamb and broths and fat rissoled fowls and

stuffed ducks and all manner meats dressed with [pounded nuts and almond-]kernels and sugar." "O my lady," replied the Muezzin, "I never heard

of this chapter in the Koran, nor was it revealed unto our lord Mohammed, whom God bless and keep!" (31) She laughed and said, "O elder, the

matter is even as thou sayest; but bring me inkhorn and paper." So he brought her what she sought and she wrote a letter and gave it to him,

together with a seal-ring from her finger, saying, "Go into the city and enquire for such an one the money-changer and give him this my letter.".? ?

? ? ? Under me's a slender camel, a devourer of the waste; Those who pass a cloudlet deem it, as it flitteth o'er the way..When he heard this, he

came up to me and looking in my face, cried out and said, 'By Allah, this is my brother, the son of my mother and father! Allah! Allah!' Then he

loosed me from my bonds and kissed my head, and behold it was my friend who used to borrow money of me. When I kissed his head, he kissed

mine and said, 'O my brother, be not affrighted.' Then he called for my clothes [and money and restored to me all that had been taken from me] nor

was aught missing to me. Moreover, he brought me a bowl full of [sherbet of] sugar, with lemons therein, and gave me to drink thereof; and the

company came and seated me at a table. So I ate with them and he said to me, 'O my lord and my brother, now have bread and salt passed between

us and thou hast discovered our secret and [become acquainted with] our case; but secrets [are safe] with the noble.' Quoth I, 'As I am a

lawfully-begotten child, I will not name aught [of this] neither denounce [you!*]' And they assured themselves of me by an oath. Then they brought

me out and I went my way, scarce crediting but that I was of the dead..Now his parts and fashions pleased the Khalif and the excellence of his

composition and his frankness, and he said in himself, "I will assuredly make him my cup- companion and sitting-mate." So he rose forthright and

saying to Mesrour, "Take him up," [returned to the palace]. Accordingly, Mesrour took up Aboulhusn and carrying him to the palace of the

Khalifate, set him down before Er Reshid, who bade the slaves and slave- girls encompass him about, whilst he himself hid in a place where

Aboulhusn could not see him..? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Eunuch Kafour ,,.? ? ? ? ? It is as the jasmine, when it I espy, As it glitters and gleams midst

its boughs, were a sky.One day he went forth to the chase and left Tuhfeh in her pavilion. As she sat looking upon a book, with a candlestick of

gold before her, wherein was a perfumed candle, behold, a musk-apple fell down before her from the top of the saloon. (190) So she looked up and

beheld the Lady Zubeideh bint el Casim, (191) who saluted her and acquainted her with herself, whereupon Tuhfeh rose to her feet and said, 'O my

lady, were I not of the number of the upstarts, I had daily sought thy service; so do not thou bereave me of thine august visits.' (192) The Lady

Zubeideh called down blessings upon her and answered, 'By the life of the Commander of the Faithful, I knew this of thee, and but that it is not of

my wont to go forth of my place, I had come out to do my service to thee.' Then said she to her, 'Know, O Tuhfeh, that the Commander of the

Faithful hath forsaken all his concubines and favourites on thine account, even to myself. Yea, me also hath he deserted on this wise, and I am not

content to be as one of the concubines; yet hath he made me of them and forsaken me, and I am come to thee, so thou mayst beseech him to come

to me, though it be but once a month, that I may not be the like of the handmaids and concubines nor be evened with the slave-girls; and this is my

occasion with thee.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered Tuhfeh. 'By Allah, O my lady, I would well that he might be with thee a whole month

and with me but one night, so thy heart might be comforted, for that I am one of thy handmaids and thou art my lady in every event.' The Lady

Zubeideh thanked her for this and taking leave of her, returned to her palace..?THE NINTH OFFICER'S STORY..At daybreak, my friend returned

and opening the door, came in, bringing with him meat-pottage (177) and fritters and bees' honey, (178) and said to me, 'By Allah, thou must needs

excuse me, for that I was with a company and they locked the door on me and have but now let me go.' But I returned him no answer. Then he set
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before me that which was with him and I ate a single mouthful and went out, running, so haply I might overtake that which had escaped me. (179)

When I came to the palace, I saw over against it eight-and-thirty gibbets set up, whereon were eight-and-thirty men crucified, and under them

eight-and-thirty concubines as they were moons. So I enquired of the reason of the crucifixion of the men and concerning the women in question,

and it was said unto me, 'The men [whom thou seest] crucified the Khalif found with yonder damsels, who are his favourites.' When I heard this, I

prostrated myself in thanksgiving to God and said, 'God requite thee with good, O my friend!' For that, had he not invited me [and kept me perforce

in his house] that night, I had been crucified with these men, wherefore praise be to God!.THE TEN VIZIERS; OR THE HISTORY OF KING

AZADBEKHT AND HIS SON. (94).Presently, up came the old woman, whereupon the young man sprang to his feet and laying hold of her,

demanded of her the turban-cloth. Quoth she, "Know that I entered one of the houses and made the ablution and prayed in the place of prayer; and I

forgot the turban-cloth there and went out. Now I know not the house in which I prayed, nor have I been directed (59) thereto, and I go round about

every day till the night, so haply I may light on it, for I know not its owner." When the draper heard this, he said to the old woman, "Verily, Allah

restoreth unto thee vhat which thou hast lost. Rejoice, for the turban-cloth is with me and in my house." And he arose forthright and gave her the

turban-cloth, as it was. She gave it to the young man, and the draper made his peace with his wife and gave her raiment and jewellery, [by way of

peace-offering], till she was content and her heart was appeased. (60).? ? ? ? ? Hath spent thereon his substance, withouten stint; indeed, In his own

cloak he wrapped it, he tendered it so dear. (116).? ? ? ? ? Come, then, companions mine, rejoice with me and say, "All hail to thee, O friend, and

welcome fair and fain!".Then he turned to a damsel of the damsels and said to her, "Who am I?" Quoth she, "Thou art the Commander of the

Faithful;" and he said, "Thou liest, O calamity! (33) If I be indeed the Commander of the Faithful, bite my finger." So she came to him and bit it

with her might, and he said to her, "It sufficeth." Then he said to the chief eunuch, "Who am I?" And he answered, "Thou art the Commander of the

Faithful." So he left him and turning to a little white slave, said to him, "Bite my ear;" and he bent down to him and put his ear to his mouth. Now

the slave was young and lacked understanding; so he closed his teeth upon Aboulhusn's ear with his might, till he came near to sever it; and he

knew not Arabic, so, as often as Aboulhusn said to him, "It sufficeth," he concluded that he said, "Bite harder," and redoubled his bite and clenched

his teeth upon the ear, whilst the damsels were diverted from him with hearkening to the singing-girls, and Aboulhusn cried out for succour from

the boy and the Khalif [well-nigh] lost his senses for laughter..When Sindbad the Sailor had made an end of his story, he bade his servant give the

porter an hundred mithcals of gold and said to him, "How now, my brother! Hast ever in the world heard of one whom such calamities have betided

as have betided me and hath any suffered that which I have suffered of afflictions or undergone that which I have undergone of hardships?

Wherefore it behoveth that I have these pleasures in requital of that which I have undergone of travail and humiliations." So the porter came

forward and kissing the merchant's hands, said to him, "O my lord, thou hast indeed suffered grievous perils and hast well deserved these

bounteous favours [that God hath vouchsafed thee]. Abide, then, O my lord, in thy delights and put away from thee [the remembrance of] thy

troubles; and may God the Most High crown thine enjoyments with perfection and accomplish thy days in pleasance until the hour of thine

admission [to His mercy]!".59. The Enchanted Horse Night cclvii.God judge betwixt me and her lord! Away, i. 48..The company marvelled at this

story with the utmost wonderment, and the eleventh officer rose and said, 'I know a story yet rarer than this: but it happened not to myself..108.

Aboukir the Dyer and Abousir the Barber dccclxvii.? ? ? ? ? i. The Spider and the Wind dccccviii.When Dabdin heard this, he burnt with rage and

said to one of his eunuchs, (115) 'Go and slay her in her chamber.' But the eunuch said to him, 'O king, may God prolong thy continuance! Indeed,

the killing of her may not be at this time; but do thou bid one of thine eunuchs take her up on a camel and carry her to one of the trackless deserts

and cast her down there; so, if she be at fault, God shall cause her to perish, and if she be innocent, He will deliver her, and the king shall be free

from sin against her, for that this damsel is dear to thee and thou slewest her father by reason of thy love for her.' Quoth the king, 'By Allah, thou

sayst sooth!' Then he bade one of his eunuchs carry her on a camel to one of the far-off deserts and there leave her and go away, and he forbade

[him] to prolong her torment. So he took her up and betaking himself with her to the desert, left her there without victual or water and returned,

whereupon she made for one of the [sand-]hills and ranging stones before her [in the form of a prayer-niche], stood praying..When it was the

appointed time, there came to us the man of the Sultan's guards, [who had accompanied the Jew, when he came to complain of the loss of the

money,] and said, "The Sultan biddeth you nail up (143) the Jew and bring the money, for that there is no way by which five thousand dinars can be

lost." Wherefore we knew that our device sufficed not. So I went forth and finding a young man, a Haurani, (144) passing the road, laid hands on

him and stripped him and beat him with palm-rods. Then I clapped him in irons and carrying him to the prefecture, beat him again, saying to them,

"This is the thief who stole the money." And we strove to make him confess; but he would not confess. So we beat him a third and a fourth time,

till we were weary and exhausted and he became unable to return an answer. But, when we had made an end of beating and tormenting him, he

said, "I will fetch the money forthright.".?THE THIRD OFFICER'S STORY.?STORY OF THE FOUL-FAVOURED MAN AND HIS FAIR

WIFE..Sixth Officer's Story, The, ii. 146..So the king bade fetch the old man and he came and stood before the Sultan, who showed him the two

pearls. Quoth he, 'As for this one, it is worth a thousand dinars.' And the king said, 'So saith its owner.' 'But for this other,' continued the old man, 'it

is worth but five hundred.' The folk laughed and marvelled at his saying, and the merchant, [the owner of the second pearl], said to him, 'How can

this, which is greater of bulk and purer of water and more perfect of rondure, be less of worth than that?' And the old man answered, 'I have said

what is with me.' (208) Then said the king to him, 'Indeed, the outward appearance thereof is like unto that of the other pearl; why then is it worth
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but the half of its price?' 'Yes,' answered the old man, '[its outward resembleth the other]; but its inward is corrupt.' 'Hath a pearl then an outward

and an inward?' asked the merchant, and the old man said, 'Yes. In its inward is a boring worm; but the other pearl is sound and secure against

breakage.' Quoth the merchant, 'Give us a token of this and prove to us the truth of thy saying.' And the old man answered, 'We will break the pearl.

If I prove a, liar, here is my head, and if I speak truth, thou wilt have lost thy pearl.' And the merchant said, 'I agree to that.' So they broke the pearl

and it was even as the old man had said, to wit, in its midst was a boring worm..? ? ? ? ? The starry arrows of her looks she darts above her veil;

They hit and never miss the mark, though from afar they fare..Then he again began to pay me frequent visits and I entered into converse with him

and questioned him of the band and how he came to escape, he alone of them all. Quoth he, 'I left them from the day on which God the Most High

delivered thee from them, for that they would not obey my speech; wherefore I swore that I would no longer consort with them.' And I said, 'By

Allah, I marvel at thee, for that thou wast the cause of my preservation!' Quoth he, 'The world is full of this sort [of folk]; and we beseech God the

Most High for safety, for that these [wretches] practise upon men with every kind of device.' Then said I to him, 'Tell me the most extraordinary

adventure of all that befell thee in this villainy thou wast wont to practise.' And he answered, saying, 'O my brother, I was not present when they

did on this wise, for that my part with them was to concern myself with selling and buying and [providing them with] food; but I have heard that

the most extraordinary thing that befell them was on this wise..?THE THIRTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..3. The Porter and the Three Ladies of

Baghdad xxviii.Old Woman and the Draper's Wife, The, ii. 55..? ? ? ? ? Whenas mine eyes behold thee not, that day As of my life I do not reckon

aye;.However, he would not be denied, and when he saw her [constant] refusal of herself to him, he feared lest she should tell the folk of him. So,

when he arose in the morning, he took a scroll and wrote in it what he would of forgery and falsehood and going up to the Sultan's palace, said, '[I

have] an advisement [for the king].' So he bade admit him and he delivered him the writ that he had forged, saying, 'I found this letter with the

woman, the devotee, the ascetic, and indeed she is a spy, a secret informer against the king to his enemy; and I deem the king's due more incumbent

on me than any other and his advisement the first [duty], for that he uniteth in himself all the people, and but for the king's presence, the subjects

would perish; wherefore I have brought [thee] warning.' The king put faith in his words and sent with him those who should lay hands upon the

woman and put her to death; but they found her not..? ? ? ? ? b. The Controller's Story cxix.God keep the days of love-delight! How dearly sweet

they were! i. 225..? ? ? ? ? m. The Goldsmith and the Cashmere Singing- girl dlxxxvi.So they gat them raiment of wool and clothing themselves

therewith, went forth and wandered in the deserts and wastes; but, when some days had passed over them, they became weak for hunger and

repented them of that which they had done, whenas repentance profited them not, and the prince complained to his father of weariness and hunger.

'Dear my son,' answered the king, 'I did with thee that which behoved me, (205) but thou wouldst not hearken to me, and now there is no means of

returning to thy former estate, for that another hath taken the kingdom and become its defender; but I will counsel thee of somewhat, wherein do

thou pleasure me.' Quoth the prince, 'What is it?' And his father said, 'Take me and go with me to the market and sell me and take my price and do

with it what thou wilt, and I shall become the property of one who will provide for my support,' 'Who will buy thee of me,' asked the prince, 'seeing

thou art a very old man? Nay, do thou rather sell me, for the demand for me will be greater.' But the king said, 'An thou wert king, thou wouldst

require me of service.'.Bekhtzeman, Story of King, i. 115..? ? ? ? ? Wherefore, O stranger, dare thou not approach me with desire, Lest ruin quick

and pitiless thy hardihood requite..Foul-favoured Man and his Fair Wife, The, ii. 61..Ibrahim and his Son, Story of King, i. 138..All this, O my

brother,' continued the merchant, 'befell because the locust had no knowledge of the secret essence that lieth hid in apparent bodies. As for thee, O

my brother, (may God requite thee with good!) thou wast subtle in device and usedst precaution; but precaution sufficeth not against fate, and

fortune fore-ordained baffleth contrivance. How excellent is the saying of the poet! And he recited the following verses:."There was once a man of

Khorassan and he had a son, whose improvement he ardently desired; but the young man sought to be alone and to remove himself from his father's

eye, so he might give himself up to pleasance and delight. So he sought of his father [leave to make] the pilgrimage to the Holy House of God and

to visit the tomb of the Prophet (whom God bless and keep!). Now between them and Mecca was a journey of five hundred parasangs; but his

father could not gainsay him, for that the law of God made this (178) incumbent on him and because of that which he hoped for him of

improvement [therefrom]. So he joined unto him a governor, in whom he trusted, and gave him much money and took leave of him. The son set out

on the holy pilgrimage (179) with the governor and abode on that wise, spending freely and using not thrift..? ? ? ? ? i. The Woman who made her

Husband Sift Dust dcccclxxxvi.This was grievous to the princess and it irked her sore that he should not remember her; so she called her slave- girl

Shefikeh and said to her, "Go to El Abbas and salute him and say to him, 'What hindereth thee from sending my lady Mariyeh her part of thy

booty?'" So Shefikeh betook herself to him and when she came to his door, the chamberlains refused her admission, until they should have gotten

her leave and permission. When she entered, El Abbas knew her and knew that she had somewhat of speech [with him]; so he dismissed his

mamelukes and said to her, "What is thine errand, O handmaid of good?" "O my lord," answered she, "I am a slave-girl of the Princess Mariyeh,

who kisseth thy hands and commendeth her salutation to thee. Indeed, she rejoiceth in thy safety and reproacheth thee for that thou breakest her

heart, alone of all the folk, for that thy largesse embraceth great and small, yet hast thou not remembered her with aught of thy booty. Indeed, it is

as if thou hadst hardened thy heart against her." Quoth he, "Extolled be the perfection of him who turneth hearts! By Allah, my vitals were

consumed with the love of her [aforetime] and of my longing after her, I came forth to her from my native land and left my people and my home

and my wealth, and it was with her that began the hardheartedness and the cruelty. Nevertheless, for all this, I bear her no malice and needs must I
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send her somewhat whereby she may remember me; for that I abide in her land but a few days, after which I set out for the land of Yemen.".My

fortitude fails, my endeavour is vain, ii. 95.
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