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Fair fall the maid whose loosened locks her cheeks do overcloud! iii. 191..Khelbes and his Wife and the Learned Man, i. 301..Then said she, "O

king, comest thou to a [watering-]place whereat thy dog hath drunken and wilt thou drink thereof?" The king was abashed at her and at her words

and went out from her, but forgot his sandal in the house..? ? ? ? ? f. The Lady and her Two Lovers dlxxxi.Then he wept again and El Abbas said to

him, "Fear not for me, for thou knowest my prowess and my puissance in returning answers in the assemblies of the land and my good breeding

(63) and skill in rhetoric; and indeed he whose father thou art and whom thou hast reared and bred and in whom thou hast united praiseworthy

qualities, the repute whereof hath traversed the East and the West, thou needest not fear for him, more by token that I purpose but to seek diversion

(64) and return to thee, if it be the will of God the Most High." Quoth the king, "Whom wilt thou take with thee of attendants and [what] of good?"

"O father mine," replied El Abbas, "I have no need of horses or camels or arms, for I purpose not battle, and I will have none go forth with me save

my servant Aamir and no more.".The prince thanked them and said to them, 'God requite you with all good, for indeed ye give me loyal counsel;

but whither would ye have me go?' Quoth they, 'Get thee to the land of the Greeks, the abiding-place of thy mother.' And he said, 'My grandfather

Suleiman Shah, when the King of the Greeks wrote to him, demanding my mother in marriage, concealed my affair and hid my secret; [and she

hath done the like,] and I cannot make her a liar.' 'Thou sayst sooth,' rejoined they; 'but we desire thine advantage, and even if thou tookest service

with the folk, it were a means of thy continuance [on life].' Then each of them brought out to him money and gave to him and clad him and fed him

and fared on with him a parasang's distance till they brought him far from the city, and giving him to know that he was safe, departed from him,

whilst he fared on till he came forth of the dominions of his uncle and entered those [of the king] of the Greeks. Then he entered a village and

taking up his abode therein, betook himself to serving one there in ploughing and sowing and the like..So the vizier went in to his daughter and said

to her, 'O my daughter, the king seeketh thee of me and desireth to marry thee.' 'O my father,' answered she 'I desire not a husband and if thou wilt

marry me, marry me not but with one who shall be below me in rank and I nobler than he, so he may not turn to other than myself nor lift his eyes

upon me, and marry me not to one who is nobler than I, lest I be with him as a slave-girl and a serving-woman.' So the vizier returned to the king

and acquainted him with that which his daughter had said, whereat he redoubled in desire and love-liking for her and said to her father, 'An thou

marry me not to her of good grace, I will take her by force in thy despite.' The vizier again betook himself to his daughter and repeated to her the

king's words, but she replied, 'I desire not a husband.' So he returned to the king and told him what she said, and he was wroth and threatened the

vizier, whereupon the latter took his daughter and fled with her..Sixth Officer's Story, The, ii. 146..? ? ? ? ? My outward of my inward testifies And

this bears witness that that tells aright. (39).? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Enchanted Youth vii 3. The Porter and the Three Ladies of Baghdad ix.Fair

patience use, for ease still followeth after stress, iii. 117..Whenas the soul desireth one other than its peer, ii 207..I am the champion-slayer he

warrior without peer, iii. 94. 249----.The queen drank off her cup and bestowed on Tuhfeh a dress of cloth-of-pearl, fringed with red rubies, worth

twenty thousand dinars, and a tray wherein were ten thousand dinars..Suleiman Shah and his Sons, Story of King, i. 150..? ? ? ? ? The intercessor

who to thee herself presenteth veiled Is not her like who naked comes with thee to intercede.'.I seated myself amiddleward the saloon, misdoubting,

and as I sat, there came down on me from the estrade seven naked men, without other clothing than leather girdles about their waists. One of them

came up to me and took my turban, whilst another took my handkerchief, that was in my sleeve, with my money, and a third stripped me of my

clothes; after which a fourth came and bound my hands behind me with his girdle. Then they all took me up, pinioned as I was, and casting me

down, fell a-dragging me towards a sink-hole that was there and were about to cut my throat, when, behold, there came a violent knocking at the

door. When they heard this, they were afraid and their minds were diverted from me by fear; so the woman went out and presently returning, said

to them, 'Fear not; no harm shall betide you this day. It is only your comrade who hath brought you your noon-meal.' With this the new-comer

entered, bringing with him a roasted lamb; and when he came in to them, he said to them, 'What is to do with you, that ye have tucked up [your

sleeves and trousers]?' Quoth they, '[This is] a piece of game we have caught.'.Therewithal he ordered her a handsome house and bade furnish it

with carpets and other furniture and vessels of choice and commanded that all she needed should be given her. This was done during the rest of the

day, and when the night came, she despatched the eunuch with the mule and a suit of clothes, to fetch Noureddin from the Muezzin's lodging. So

the young man donned the clothes and mounting; rode to the house, where he abode in luxury and delight a full-told month, what while she solaced

him with four things, to wit, the eating of fowls and the drinking of wine and the lying upon brocade and the entering the bath after copulation.

Moreover, she brought him six suits of clothes and fell to changing his apparel day by day; nor was the appointed time accomplished ere his beauty

returned to him and his goodliness; nay, his charms waxed tenfold and he became a ravishment to all who looked on him..? ? ? ? ? What strength

have I solicitude and long desire to bear? Why art thou purposed to depart and leave me to despair?.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ba. Story of the Envier and the

Envied (225) xiii.Then they arose and went up to the palace, whereupon the trays of food were brought and they ate and drank; after which quoth

Queen Es Shuhba, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to us, by way of thankoffering for thy deliverance, and favour us with that which shall solace our minds, for that

indeed my mind hath been occupied with thee.' Quoth Tuhfeh 'Hearkening and obedience, O my lady.' So she improvised and sang the following

verses:.When Zuheir heard his words, he bade smite off his head; but his Vizier said to him, "Slay him not, till his friend be present." So he

commanded the two slaves to fetch his friend; whereupon they repaired to El Abbas and called to him, saying, "O youth, answer the summons of
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King Zuheir." "What would the king with me?" asked he, and they answered, "We know not." Quoth he, "Who gave the king news of me?" "We

went to draw water," answered they, "and found a man by the water. So we questioned him of his case, but he would not acquaint us therewith;

wherefore we carried him perforce to King Zuheir, who questioned him of his case and he told him that he was going to Akil. Now Akil is the

king's enemy and he purposeth to betake himself to his camp and make prize of his offspring and cut off his traces." "And what," asked El Abbas,

"hath Akil done with King Zuheir?" And they replied, "He engaged for himself that he would bring the king every year a thousand dinars and a

thousand she-camels, besides a thousand head of thoroughbred horses and two hundred black slaves and fifty slave-girls; but it hath reached the

king that Akil purposeth to give nought of this; wherefore he is minded to go to him. So hasten thou with us, ere the king be wroth with thee and

with us.".Thiefs Story, The, ii. 165..When King Bekhtzeman heard this, his heart was comforted and he said in himself, 'I put my trust in God. If

He will, I shall overcome mine enemy by the might of God the Most High.' So he said to the folk, ' Know ye not who I am?' and they answered, '

No, by Allah.' Quoth he, 'I am King Bekhtzeman.' When they heard this and knew that it was indeed he, they dismounted from their horses and

kissed his stirrup, to do him honour, and said to him, 'O king, why hast thou thus adventured thyself?' Quoth he, 'Indeed, my life is a light matter to

me and I put my trust in God the Most High, looking to Him for protection.' And they answered him, saying, 'May this suffice thee! We will do

with thee that which is in our power and whereof thou art worthy: comfort thy heart, for we will succour thee with our goods and our lives, and we

are his chief officers and the most in favour with him of all folk. So we will take thee with us and cause the folk follow after thee, for that the

inclination of the people, all of them, is to thee.' Quoth he, 'Do that unto which God the Most High enableth you.'.? ? ? ? ? Parting afar hath borne

you, but longing still is fain To bring you near; meseemeth mine eye doth you contain..?THE FOURTH OFFICER'S STORY..Then he bade lodge

him near himself and was bountiful to him and took him apart and said to him, 'Expound to me the story of the phial and whence then knewest that

the water therein was that of a man, and he a stranger and a Jew, and that his ailment was indigestion?' ' It is well,' answered the weaver. ' Thou

must know that we people of Persia are skilled in physiognomy (23) and I saw the woman to be rosy-cheeked, blue-eyed and tall. Now these

attributes belong to women who are enamoured of a man and are distraught for love of him; (24) moreover, I saw her consumed [with anxiety];

wherefore I knew that the patient was her husband. As for his strangerhood, I observed that the woman's attire differed from that of the people of

the city, wherefore I knew that she was a stranger; and in the mouth of the phial I espied a yellow rag, (25) whereby I knew that the patient was a

Jew and she a Jewess. Moreover, she came to me on the first day [of the week]; (26) and it is the Jews' custom to take pottages (27) and meats that

have been dressed overnight (28) and eat them on the Sabbath day, (29) hot and cold, and they exceed in eating; wherefore indigestion betideth

them. On this wise I was directed and guessed that which thou hast heard.'.? ? ? ? ? l. The Twelfth Officer's Story dccccxxxix.Queen Shuaaeh was

moved to exceeding delight and emptying her cup, gave Tuhfeh an hundred thousand dinars. Then arose Iblis (may God curse him!) and said,

'Verily, the dawn gleameth.' Whereupon the folk arose and disappeared, all of them, and there abode not one of them save Tuhfeh, who went forth

to the garden and entering the bath, made her ablutions and prayed that which had escaped her of prayers. Then she sat down and when the sun

rose, behold, there came up to her near an hundred thousand green birds; the branches of the trees were filled with their multitudes and they

warbled in various voices, whilst Tuhfeh marvelled at their fashion. Presently, up came eunuchs, bearing a throne of gold, set with pearls and

jewels and jacinths white and red and having four steps of gold, together with many carpets of silk and brocade and Egyptian cloth of silk welted

with gold. These latter they spread amiddleward the garden and setting up the throne thereon, perfumed the place with virgin musk and aloes and

ambergris..Now, as destiny would have it, a certain jeweller of the town had been robbed of ten pearls, like unto those which were with the

merchant; so, when he saw the two pearls in the broker's hand, he said to him, 'To whom do these pearls belong?' and the broker answered, 'To

yonder man.' [The jeweller looked at the merchant and] seeing him in sorry case and clad in tattered clothes, misdoubted of him and said to him

(purposing to surprise him into confession), 'Where are the other eight pearls?' The merchant thought he asked him of those which were in the

gown and answered, 'The thieves stole them from me.' When the jeweller heard his reply, he doubted not but that it was he who had taken his good;

so he laid hold of him and haling him before the chief of the police, said to him, 'This is the man who stole my pearls: I have found two of them

upon him and he confesseth to the other eight.'."There was once a king in the land of Teberistan, by name Dadbin, and he had two viziers, called

one Zourkhan and the other Kardan. The Vizier Zourkhan had a daughter, there was not in her time a handsomer than she nor yet a chaster nor a

more pious, for she was a faster, a prayer and a worshipper of God the Most High, and her name was Arwa. Now Dadbin heard tell of her charms;

so his heart clave to her and he called the vizier [her father] and said to him, 'I desire of thee that thou marry me to thy daughter.' Quoth Zourkhan,

'Allow me to consult her, and if she consent, I will marry thee with her.' And the king said, 'Hasten unto this.'.Then he returned to the city and

forgot the youth; so the servants went in to him and said to him, 'O king, if thou keep silence concerning yonder youth, who would have slain thee,

all thy servants will presume upon thee, and indeed the folk talk of this matter.' With this the king waxed wroth and saying, 'Fetch him hither,'

commanded the headsman to strike off his head. So they [brought the youth and] bound his eyes; and the headsman stood at his head and said to

the king, 'By thy leave, O my lord, I will strike off his head.' But the king said, 'Stay, till I look into his affair. Needs must I put him to death and the

slaying of him will not escape [me].' So he restored him to the prison and there he abode till it should be the king's will to put him to

death..Presently, up came the old woman, whereupon the young man sprang to his feet and laying hold of her, demanded of her the turban-cloth.

Quoth she, "Know that I entered one of the houses and made the ablution and prayed in the place of prayer; and I forgot the turban-cloth there and
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went out. Now I know not the house in which I prayed, nor have I been directed (59) thereto, and I go round about every day till the night, so haply

I may light on it, for I know not its owner." When the draper heard this, he said to the old woman, "Verily, Allah restoreth unto thee vhat which

thou hast lost. Rejoice, for the turban-cloth is with me and in my house." And he arose forthright and gave her the turban-cloth, as it was. She gave

it to the young man, and the draper made his peace with his wife and gave her raiment and jewellery, [by way of peace-offering], till she was

content and her heart was appeased. (60).Accordingly, Shefikeh went out and repairing to the nurse's house, found her clad in apparel other (100)

than that which she had been wont to wear aforetime. So she saluted her and said to her, "Whence hadst thou this dress, than which there is no

goodlier?" "O Shefikeh," answered the nurse, "thou deemest that I have gotten (101) no good save of thy mistress; but, by Allah, had I endeavoured

for her destruction, I had done [that which was my right], for that she did with me what thou knowest (102) and bade the eunuch beat me, without

offence of me committed; wherefore do thou tell her that he, on whose behalf I bestirred myself with her, hath made me quit of her and her

humours, for that he hath clad me in this habit and given me two hundred and fifty dinars and promised me the like thereof every year and charged

me serve none of the folk.".? ? ? ? ? The priests from all the convent came flocking onto it: With cries of joy and welcome their voices they did

rear..Me, till I stricken was therewith, to love thou didst excite, iii. 113.? ? ? ? ? For no hand is there but the hand of God is over it And no

oppressor but shall be with worse than he opprest..? ? ? ? ? c. The Sparrow and the Eagle clii.Sharpers who cheated each his Fellow, The Two, ii.

28..There was once, of old time, in one of the tribes of the Arabs, a woman great with child by her husband, and they had a hired servant, a man of

excellent understanding. When the woman came to [the time of her] delivery, she gave birth to a maid-child in the night and they sought fire of the

neighbours. So the journeyman went in quest of fire..God keep the days of love-delight! How passing sweet they were! ii. 96.? ? ? ? ? Repression's

draught, by cups, from the beloved's hand I've quaffed; with colocynth for wine she hath me plied..? ? ? ? ? And unto Irak fared, my way to thee to

make, And crossed the stony wastes i' the darkness of the night..? ? ? ? ? q. The Shepherd and the Thief dcxxxii.Disciple's Story, The, i. 283..68.

Kisra Anoushirwan and the Village Damsel dcliii.When the evening evened, the king sat in his sitting- chamber and sending for his vizier, bade

him relate the story of the wealthy man who lost his wealth and his wit. So he said, "Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Voyage of

Sindbad the Sailor cclxix.71. Yehya ben Khalid and the Poor Man dclvi.? ? ? ? ? Ay, and we would have spread our bosoms in thy way, That so thy

feet might fare on eyelids, carpet-wise..When it was eventide, the king caused avoid his sitting chamber and summoned the vizier, who presented

himself and making his obeisance to the king, kissed the earth before him and bespoke him as follows:.Then he bade fetch the youth and when he

was present before him, he prostrated himself to him and prayed for him; whereupon quoth the king to him, "Out on thee! How long shall the folk

upbraid me on thine account and blame me for delaying thy slaughter? Even the people of my city blame me because of thee, so that I am grown a

talking-stock among them, and indeed they come in to me and upbraid me [and urge me] to put thee to death. How long shall I delay this? Indeed,

this very day I mean to shed thy blood and rid the folk of thy prate.".As he and his father were thus engaged in talk, in came his mother and caught

hold of him; and he said to her, "God on thee, let me go my gait and strive not to turn me from my purpose, for that needs must I go." "O my son,"

answered she, "if it must be so and there is no help for it, swear to me that them wilt not be absent from me more than a year." And he swore to her.

Then he entered his father's treasuries and took therefrom what he would of jewels and jacinths and everything heavy of worth and light of carriage.

Moreover, he bade his servant Aamir saddle him two horses and the like for himself, and whenas the night darkened behind him, (65) he rose from

his couch and mounting his horse, set out for Baghdad, he and Aamir, whilst the latter knew not whither he intended..The Seventh Night of the

Month..The kings and all those who were present rejoiced in this with an exceeding delight and the accursed Iblis came up to Tuhfeh and kissing

her hand, said to her, 'There abideth but little of the night; so do thou tarry with us till the morrow, when we will apply ourselves to the wedding

(203) and the circumcision.' Then all the Jinn went away, whereupon Tuhfeh rose to her feet and Iblis said, 'Go ye up with Tuhfeh to the garden for

the rest of the night.' So Kemeriyeh took her and carried her into the garden. Now this garden contained all manner birds, nightingale and

mocking-bird and ringdove and curlew (204) and other than these of all the kinds, and therein were all kinds of fruits. Its channels (205) were of

gold and silver and the water thereof, as it broke forth of its conduits, was like unto fleeing serpents' bellies, and indeed it was as it were the Garden

of Eden. (206).So on the morrow, early, he took the stuff and carrying it to the market whence it had been stolen, sat down at the shop whence it

had been stolen and gave it to the broker, who took it and cried it for sale. Its owner knew it and bidding for it, [bought it] and sent after the chief of

the police, who seized the sharper and seeing him an old man of venerable appearance, handsomely clad, said to him, "Whence hadst thou this

piece of stuff?" "I had it from this market," answered he, "and from yonder shop where I was sitting." Quoth the prefect, "Did its owner sell it to

thee?" "Nay," replied the thief; "I stole it and other than it." Then said the magistrate, "How camest thou to bring it [for sale] to the place whence

thou stolest it?" And he answered, "I will not tell my story save to the Sultan, for that I have an advertisement (154) wherewith I would fain

bespeak him." Quoth the prefect, "Name it." And the thief said, "Art thou the Sultan?" "No," replied the other; and the old man said, "I will not tell

it but to himself.".Merchant and his Sons, The, i. 81..The ship tarried with him some days, till he should be certified what he would do, (104) and

he said, 'I will enquire of the merchants what this merchandise profiteth and in what country it lacketh and how much is the gain thereon.' [So he

questioned them and] they directed him to a far country, where his dirhem should profit a hundredfold. Accordingly, he set sail and steered for the

land in question; but, as he went, there blew on him a tempestuous wind and the ship foundered. The merchant saved himself on a plank and the

wind cast him up, naked as he was, on the sea-shore, hard by a town there. So he praised God and gave Him thanks for his preservation; then,
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seeing a great village hard by, he betook himself thither and saw, seated therein, a very old man, whom he acquainted with his case and that which

had betided him. The old man grieved sore for him, when he heard his story, and set food before him. So he ate and the old man said to him, 'Abide

here with me, so I may make thee my steward and factor over a farm I have here, and thou shall have of me five dirhems (105) a day.' 'God make

fair thy reward,' answered the merchant, 'and requite thee with benefits!'.Awhile after this a friend of mine invited me to his house and when I came

to him, we ate and drank and talked. Then said he to me, 'O my friend, hath there befallen thee in thy life aught of calamity?' 'Nay,' answered I; 'but

tell me [first], hath there befallen thee aught?' ['Yes,'] answered he. 'Know that one day I espied a fair woman; so I followed her and invited her [to

come home with me]. Quoth she, "I will not enter any one's house; but come thou to my house, if thou wilt, and be it on such a day." Accordingly,

on the appointed day, her messenger came to me, purposing to carry me to her; so I arose and went with him, till we came to a handsome house and

a great door. He opened the door and I entered, whereupon he locked the door [behind me] and would have gone in, but I feared with an exceeding

fear and foregoing him to the second door, whereby he would have had me enter, locked it and cried out at him, saying, "By Allah, an thou open

not to me, I will kill thee; for I am none of those whom thou canst cozen!" Quoth he, "What deemest thou of cozenage?" And I said, "Verily, I am

affrighted at the loneliness of the house and the lack of any at the door thereof; for I see none appear." "O my lord," answered he, "this is a privy

door." "Privy or public," answered I, "open to me.".So he did this, and when it was night, he covered the pit with a light covering, so that, whenas

the vizier stepped upon it, it would give way with him. Then he sent to him and summoned him to the presence in the king's name, and the

messenger bade him enter by the privy door. So he entered in thereat, alone, and when he stepped upon the covering of the pit, it gave way with

him and he fell to the bottom; whereupon the king's brother fell to pelting him with stones. When the vizier saw what had betided him, he gave

himself up for lost; so he stirred not and lay still. The prince, seeing him make no motion, [deemed him dead]; so he took him forth and wrapping

him up in his clothes, cast him into the billows of the sea in the middle of the night. When the vizier felt the water, he awoke from the swoon and

swam awhile, till a ship passed by him, whereupon he cried out to the sailors and they took him up..My secret is disclosed, the which I strove to

hide, iii. 89..Then said the sharper, 'O folk, this is my friend and I deposited with him a deposit, but he denieth it; so in whom shall the folk put trust

after this?' And they said, 'This (49) is a man of worth and we have found in him nought but trustiness and loyality and good breeding, and he is

endowed with understanding and generosity. Indeed, he avoucheth no falsehood, for that we have consorted with him and mixed with him and he

with us and we know the sincerity of his religion.' Then quoth one of them to the merchant, 'Harkye, such an one! Bethink thee and consult thy

memory. It may not be but that thou hast forgotten.' But he said, 'O folk, I know nothing of that which he saith, for indeed he deposited nought with

me.' And the affair was prolonged between them. Then said the sharper to the merchant, 'I am about to make a journey and have, praised be God

the Most High, wealth galore, and this money shall not escape me; but do thou swear to me.' And the folk said, 'Indeed, this man doth justice upon

himself.' (50) Whereupon the merchant fell into that which he misliked (51) and came near upon [suffering] loss and ill repute..? ? ? ? ? O morn,

our loves that sunder'st, a sweet and easeful life Thou dost for me prohibit, with thy regard austere..His father rejoiced in him with the utmost joy

and his heart was solaced and he was glad; and he made banquets to the folk and clad the poor and the widows. He named the boy Sidi (3)

Noureddin Ali and reared him in fondness and delight among the slaves and servants. When he came to seven years of age, his father put him to

school, where he learned the sublime Koran and the arts of writing and reckoning: and when he reached his tenth year, he learned horsemanship

and archery and to occupy himself with arts and sciences of all kinds, part and parts. (4) He grew up pleasant and subtle and goodly and lovesome,

ravishing all who beheld him, and inclined to companying with brethren and comrades and mixing with merchants and travellers. From these latter

he heard tell of that which they had seen of the marvels of the cities in their travels and heard them say, "He who leaveth not his native land

diverteth not himself [with the sight of the marvels of the world,] and especially of the city of Baghdad.".So El Aziz sent after his son and

acquainted him with that which had passed; whereupon El Abbas called for four-and-twenty males and half a score horses [and as many camels]

and loaded the mules with pieces of silk and rags of leather and boxes of camphor and musk and the camels [and horses] with chests of gold and

silver. Moreover, he took the richest of the stuffs and wrapping them in pieces of gold-striped silk, laid them on the heads of porters, and they fared

on with the treasures till they reached the King of Baghdad's palace, whereupon all who were present dismounted in honour of El Abbas and

escorting him to the presence of King Ins ben Cais, displayed unto the latter all that they had with them of things of price. The king bade carry all

this into the harem and sent for the Cadis and the witnesses, who drew up the contract and married Mariyeh to Prince El Abbas, whereupon the

latter commanded to [slaughter] a thousand head of sheep and five hundred buffaloes. So they made the bride-feast and bade thereto all the tribes of

the Arabs, Bedouins and townsfolk, and the tables abode spread for the space of ten days..88. The Mad Lover dclxxiv.1. The Merchant and the

Genie i.'There was once an old man renowned for roguery, and he went, he and his mates, to one of the markets and stole thence a parcel of stuffs.

Then they separated and returned each to his quarter. Awhile after this, the old man assembled a company of his fellows and one of them pulled out

a costly piece of stuff and said, "Will any one of you sell this piece of stuff in its own market whence it was stolen, that we may confess his

[pre-eminence in] sharping?" Quoth the old man, "I will;" and they said, "Go, and God the Most High prosper thee!".54. The Woman whose Hands

were cut off for Almsgiving dcxli.So, when they entered with the folk and had prostrated themselves before the king and given him joy and he had

raised their rank, [they sat down]. Now it was the custom of the folk to salute and go forth, so, when they sat down, the king knew that they had a

word that they would fain say. So he turned to them and said, "Ask your need." And the viziers also were present. Accordingly, they bespoke him
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with all that these latter had taught them and the viziers also spoke with them; and Azadbekht said to them, "O folk, I know that this your speech,

there is no doubt of it, proceedeth from love and loyal counsel to me, and ye know that, were I minded to slay half these folk, I could avail to put

them to death and this would not be difficult to me; so how shall I not slay this youth and he in my power and under the grip of my hand? Indeed,

his crime is manifest and he hath incurred pain of death and I have only deferred his slaughter by reason of the greatness of the offence; for, if I do

this with him and my proof against him be strengthened, my heart is healed and the heart of the folk; and if I slay him not to-day, his slaughter shall

not escape me to-morrow.".Now this servant was of the sons of the kings and had fled from his father, on account of an offence he had committed.

Then he went and took service with King Bihkerd and there happened to him what happened. After awhile, it chanced that a man recognized him

and went and told his father, who sent him a letter, comforting his heart and mind and [beseeching him] to return to him. So he returned to his

father, who came forth to meet him and rejoiced in him, and the prince's affairs were set right with him..? ? ? ? ? I view her with yearning eyes and

she seems to me A moon of the summer, set in a winter's night..? ? ? ? ? O'erbold art thou in that to me, a stranger, thou hast sent These verses;

'twill but add to thee unease and miscontent..?STORY OF THE SHARPERS WITH THE MONEY-CHANGER AND THE ASS..? ? ? ? ? a. The

Cat and the Mouse dcix.Look at the moss-rose, on its branches seen, ii. 256..? ? ? ? ? No good's in life (to the counsel list of one who's

purpose-whole,) An if thou be not drunken still and gladden not thy soul..Now the king had a brother, who envied him and would fain have been in

his place; and when he was weary of looking for his death and the term of his life seemed distant unto him, he took counsel with certain of his

partisans and they said, 'The vizier is the king's counsellor and but for him, there would be left the king no kingdom.' So the king's brother cast

about for the ruin of the vizier, but could find no means of accomplishing his design; and when the affair grew long upon him, he said to his wife,

'What deemest thou will advantage us in this?' Quoth she, 'What is it?' And he replied, 'I mean in the matter of yonder vizier, who inciteth my

brother to devoutness with all his might and biddeth him thereto, and indeed the king is infatuated with his counsel and committeth to him the

governance of all things and matters.' Quoth she, 'Thou sayst truly; but how shall we do with him?' And he answered, 'I have a device, so thou wilt

help me in that which I shall say to thee.' Quoth she, 'Thou shall have my help in whatsoever thou desirest.' And he said, 'I mean to dig him a pit in

the vestibule and dissemble it artfully.'.The Fifth Night of the Month.? ? ? ? ? Yea, by Allah, my longing for you ne'er waneth nor passetb away;

For your like among creatures is rare and sought for in mountain and vale..As for his mother, Shah Khatoun, great was her longing for her son and

she [still] thought of him and news of him was cut off from her, wherefore her life was troubled and she forswore sleep and could not make

mention of him before King Caesar her husband. Now she had an eunuch who had come with her from the court of her uncle King Suleiman Shah,

and he was intelligent, quickwitted, a man of good counsel. So she took him apart one day and said to him, 'Thou hast been my servant from my

childhood to this day; canst thou not therefore avail to get me news of my son, for that I cannot speak of his matter?' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'this

is an affair that thou hast concealed from the first, and were thy son here, it would not be possible for thee to harbour him, lest thine honour fall into

suspicion with the king; for they would never credit thee, since the news hath been spread abroad that thy son was slain by his uncle.' Quoth she,

'The case is even as thou sayst and thou speakest truly; but, provided I know that my son is alive, let him be in these parts pasturing sheep and let

me not see him nor he me.' And he said to her, 'How shall we contrive in this affair?' 'Here are my treasures and my wealth,' answered she. 'Take all

thou wilt and bring me my son or else news of him.'.? ? ? ? ? What if the sabre cut me limb from limb! No torment 'twere for lovers true and leal..?

? ? ? ? If they could hearken to Azzeh's speech, as I, I hearken to it, They straight would humble themselves to her and prone before her fall..? ? ? ?

? Most like a wand of emerald my shape it is, trow I; Amongst the fragrant flow'rets there's none with me can vie..Clemency, Of, i. 120..Rich Man

and his Wasteful Son, The, i. 252..? ? ? ? ? Yet, I conjure thee, blame me not for passion and desire, Me whom estrangement long hath brought to

sick and sorry plight..?OF CLEMENCY..A certain thief was a [cunning] workman and used not to steal aught, till he had spent all that was with

him; moreover, he stole not from his neighbours, neither companied with any of the thieves, lest some one should come to know him and his case

get wind. On this wise he abode a great while, in flourishing case, and his secret was concealed, till God the Most High decreed that he broke in

upon a poor man, deeming that he was rich. When he entered the house, he found nought, whereat he was wroth, and necessity prompted him to

wake the man, who was asleep with his wife. So he aroused him and said to him, 'Show me thy treasure.'.? ? ? ? ? And left me all forlorn, to pine

for languishment,.Hakim (El) bi Amrillah, The Merchant and the Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun, iii. 171..Next morning, he again took up the

bier and went round with it as before, in quest of alms. Presently, the master of police, who was of those who had given alms on account of the

supposed dead man on the previous day, met him; so he was angered and fell on the porters and beat them and took the [supposed] dead body,

saying, 'I will bury him and earn the reward [of God].' (35) So his men took him up and carrying him to the prefecture, fetched grave-diggers, who

dug him a grave. Then they bought him a shroud and perfumes (36) and fetched an old man of the quarter, to wash him. So he recited over him [the

appointed prayers and portions of the Koran] and laying him on the bench, washed him and shrouded him. After he had shrouded him, he voided;

(37) so he renewed the washing and went away to make his ablutions, (38) whilst all the folk departed, likewise, to make the [obligatory] ablution,

previously to the funeral..Love to its victim clings without relent, and he Of torments and unease complaineth evermore..45. Ali Shir (230) and

Zumurrud dlxix.Presently, there came in upon us a spunger, without leave, and we went on playing, whilst he played with us. Then quoth the

Sultan to the Vizier, "Bring the spunger who cometh in to the folk, without leave or bidding, that we may enquire into his case. Then will I cut off

his head." So the headsman arose and dragged the spunger before the Sultan, who bade cut off his head. Now there was with them a sword, that
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would not cut curd; (151) so the headsman smote him therewith and his head flew from his body. When we saw this, the wine fled from our heads

and we became in the sorriest of plights. Then my friends took up the body and went out with it, that they might hide it, whilst I took the head and

made for the river..? ? ? ? ? "Breaker of hearts," quoth she, "I call it, for therewith I've broken many a heart among the amorous race.".King's

Daughter of Baghdad, El Abbas and the, iii. 53..One day, King Suleiman Shah went in to his brother's daughter and kissing her head, said to her,

'Thou art my daughter and dearer to me than a child, for the love of thy father deceased; wherefore I am minded to marry thee to one of my sons

and appoint him my heir apparent, so he may be king after me. Look, then, which thou wilt have of my sons, for that thou hast been reared with

them and knowest them.' The damsel arose and kissing his hand, said to him, 'O my lord, I am thine handmaid and thou art the ruler over me; so

whatsoever pleaseth thee, do, for that thy wish is higher and more honourable and nobler [than mine] and if thou wouldst have me serve thee, [as a

handmaid], the rest of my life, it were liefer to me than any [husband].'.However, he would not be denied, and when he saw her [constant] refusal

of herself to him, he feared lest she should tell the folk of him. So, when he arose in the morning, he took a scroll and wrote in it what he would of

forgery and falsehood and going up to the Sultan's palace, said, '[I have] an advisement [for the king].' So he bade admit him and he delivered him

the writ that he had forged, saying, 'I found this letter with the woman, the devotee, the ascetic, and indeed she is a spy, a secret informer against

the king to his enemy; and I deem the king's due more incumbent on me than any other and his advisement the first [duty], for that he uniteth in

himself all the people, and but for the king's presence, the subjects would perish; wherefore I have brought [thee] warning.' The king put faith in his

words and sent with him those who should lay hands upon the woman and put her to death; but they found her not..So saying, he spat in her face

and went out from her; whilst Shah Khatoun made him no answer, knowing that, if she spoke at that time, he would not credit her speech. Then she

humbled herself in supplication to God the Most High and said, 'O God the Great, Thou knowest the hidden things and the outward parts and the

inward' If an advanced term (137) be [appointed] to me, let it not be deferred, and if a deferred one, let it not be advanced!' On this wise she passed

some days, whilst the king fell into perplexity and forswore meat and drink and sleep and abode knowing not what he should do and saying [in

himself], 'If I kill the eunuch and the youth, my soul will not be solaced, for they are not to blame, seeing that she sent to fetch him, and my heart

will not suffer me to slay them all three. But I will not be hasty in putting them to death, for that I fear repentance.' Then he left them, so he might

look into the affair..When the folk heard his words, they talked of letting him go; but the Persian said, 'O folk, let not his speech beguile you. This

fellow is none other than a thief who knoweth how to sing, and when he happeneth on the like of us, he is a singer.' 'O our lord,' answered they,

'this man is a stranger, and needs must we release him.' Quoth he, 'By Allah, my heart revolteth from this fellow! Let me make an end of him with

beating.' But they said, 'Thou mayst nowise do that' So they delivered the singer from the Persian, the master of the house, and seated him amongst

them, whereupon he fell to singing to them and they rejoiced in him..Behold, I am clad in a robe of leaves green, ii. 242..Reshid (Haroun er) and

the Woman of the Barmecides, i. 57..87. El Mamoun and the Pyramids of Egypt cccxcviii.Druggist, The Singer and the, i. 229..When the

Baghdadis saw this succour that had betided them against their enemies [and the victory that El Abbas had gotten them], they turned back and

gathering together the spoils [of the defeated host], arms and treasures and horses, returned to Baghdad, victorious, and all by the valour of El

Abbas. As for Saad, he foregathered with the prince, and they fared on in company till they came to the place where El Abbas had taken horse,

whereupon the latter dismounted from his charger and Saad said to him, "O youth, wherefore alightest thou in other than thy place? Indeed, thy due

is incumbent upon us and upon our Sultan; so go thou with us to the dwellings, that we may ransom thee with our souls." "O Amir Saad," replied El

Abbas, "from this place I took horse with thee and herein is my lodging. So, God on thee, name me not to the king, but make as if thou hadst never

seen me, for that I am a stranger in the land.".? ? ? ? ? Beauty her appanage is grown in its entirety, And for this cause all hearts must bow to her

arbitrament..When the king had made an end of his story, he bade the bystanders spit in the Magian's face and curse him; and they did this. Then he

bade cut out his tongue and on the morrow he bade cut off his ears and nose and pluck out his eyes. On the third day he bade cut off his hands and

on the fourth his feet; and they ceased not to lop him limb from limb, and each member they cast into the fire, after its cutting-off, before his face,

till his soul departed, after he had endured torments of all kinds and fashions. The king bade crucify his trunk on the city-wall three days' space;

after which he let burn it and reduce its ashes to powder and scatter them abroad in the air..? ? ? ? ? By Allah, without fail, to-morrow thou shalt see

Me with ox-leather dress and drub the nape of thee!.? ? ? ? ? Light of mine eyes, my hope, my wish, my thirsting eyes With looking on thy face can

never sate their drought..The company marvelled at this story and the ninth officer came forward and said, 'I will tell you a right goodly story I

heard at a wedding..? ? ? ? ? e. The Barber's Story cxlix.She comes in a robe the colour of ultramarine, iii. 190..78. The Water-Carrier and the

Goldsmith's Wife cccxc.The Seventh Day..The prefect bade carry him to his lodging; but one of those in attendance upon him, by name El Muradi,

said to him, "What wilt thou do? This man is clad in rich clothes and on his finger is a ring of gold, the beazel whereof is a ruby of great price; so

we will carry him away and slay him and take that which is upon him of raiment [and what not else] and bring it to thee; for that thou wilt not

[often] see profit the like thereof, more by token that this fellow is a stranger and there is none to enquire concerning him." Quoth the prefect, "This

fellow is a thief and that which he saith is leasing." And Noureddin said, "God forbid that I should be a thief!" But the prefect answered, "Thou

liest." So they stripped him of his clothes and taking the ring from his finger, beat him grievously, what while he cried out for succour, but none

succoured him, and besought protection, but none protected him. Then said he to them, "O folk, ye are quit of (12) that which ye have taken from

me; but now restore me to my lodging." But they answered, saying, "Leave this knavery, O cheat! Thine intent is to sue us for thy clothes on the
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morrow." "By Allah, the One, the Eternal," exclaimed he, "I will not sue any for them!" But they said, "We can nowise do this." And the prefect

bade them carry him to the Tigris and there slay him and cast him into the river..(continued)..When the king heard this, wonderment gat hold of

him and his admiration for the vizier redoubled; so he bade him go to his house and return to him [on the morrow], according to his wont.

Accordingly, the vizier withdrew to his lodging, where he passed the night and the ensuing day..? ? ? ? ? Deem not, O youth, that I to thee incline;

indeed, no part Have I in those who walk the ways, the children of the tent. (87).Thus," continued Shehrzad, "none is safe from the calamities of

fortune and the vicissitudes of time, and [in proof of this], I will relate unto thee yet another story still rarer and more extraordinary than this.

Know, O King, that one said to me, 'A friend of mine, a merchant, told me the following story. Quoth he,.The vizier's story pleased the king and he

bade depart to his dwelling..? ? ? ? ? Thine approof which shall clothe me in noblest attire And my rank in the eyes of the people raise high..The

king marvelled at what he saw and questioned him of [how he came by] the knowledge of this. 'O king,' answered the old man, 'this [kind of] jewel

is engendered in the belly of a creature called the oyster and its origin is a drop of rain and it is firm to the touch [and groweth not warm, when held

in the hand]; so, when [I took the second pearl and felt that] it was warm to the touch, I knew that it harboured some living thing, for that live

things thrive not but in heat.' (209) So the king said to the cook, 'Increase his allowance.' And he appointed to him [fresh] allowances..Akil rejoiced

in the coming of El Abbas and the slaughter of his enemy and all in his camp rejoiced also and cast dresses of honour upon Aamir. Moreover, Akil

bade go forth to meet El Abbas, and commanded that none, great or small, freeman or slave, should tarry behind. So they did his bidding and going

forth all, met El Abbas at three parasangs' distance from the camp. When they met him, they all dismounted from their horses and Akil and he

embraced and clapped hands. (95) Then they returned, rejoicing in the coming of El Abbas and the slaughter of their enemy, to the camp, where

tents were pitched for the new-comers and carpets spread and game killed and beasts slaughtered and royal guest-meals spread; and on this wise

they abode twenty days, in the enjoyment of all delight and solace of life..When the evening evened, the king sat in his privy chamber and bade

fetch the vizier, who presented himself before him, and the king required of him the promised story. So the vizier answered, "With all my heart.

Know, O king, that.11. Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the Porter (239).Quoth the cook, 'Nothing will serve but I must slay thee, O fellow; for, if I

spare thee, I shall myself be slain.' But Selim said, 'O my brother, I will counsel thee somewhat (74) other than this.' 'What is it?' asked the cook.

'Say and be brief, ere I cut thy throat' And Selim said, '[Do thou suffer me to live and] keep me, that I may be a servant unto thee, and I will work at

a craft, of the crafts of the skilled workmen, wherefrom there shall return to thee every day two dinars.' Quoth the cook, 'What is the craft?' and

Selim said, 'The cutting [and polishing] of jewels.'.128. The Ferryman of the Nile and the Hermit cccclxxix.Unto me the whole world's gladness is

thy nearness and thy sight, iii. 15..When the damsel (215) saw me in this plight, she said to me, "O man, tell me thy story, for, by Allah, an I may

avail to thy deliverance, I will assuredly further thee thereto." I gave ear to her speech and put faith in her loyalty and told her the story of the

damsel whom I had seen [at the lattice] and how I had fallen in love with her; whereupon quoth she, "If the girl belong to me, that which I possess

is thine, and if she belong to my father, I will demand her of him and deliver her to thee." Then she fell to calling slave-girl after slave-girl and

showing them to me, till I saw the damsel whom I loved and said, "This is she." Quoth my wife, "Let not thy heart be troubled, for this is my

slave-girl. My father gave her to me and I give her to thee. So comfort thyself and be of good heart and cheerful eye.".Khalif Omar ben Abdulaziz

and the Poets, The, i. 45..Azadbekht and his Son, History of King, i. 61.Sons, Story of King Suleiman Shah and his, i. 150..Now King Azadbekht's

wife was big with child and the pains of labour took her in the mountain; so they alighted at the mountain-foot, by a spring of water, and she gave

birth to a boy as he were the moon. Behrjaur his mother pulled off a gown of gold-inwoven brocade and wrapped the child therein, and they passed

the night [in that place], what while she gave him suck till the morning. Then said the king to her, "We are hampered by this child and cannot abide

here nor can we carry him with us; so methinks we were better leave him here and go, for Allah is able to send him one who shall take him and rear

him." So they wept over him exceeding sore and left him beside the spring, wrapped in the gown of brocade: then they laid at his head a thousand

dinars in a bag and mounting their horses, departed, fleeing..When the old man heard her words and that wherewith she menaced him, he arose and

went out, perplexed and knowing not what he should do, and there met him a Jew, who was his neighbour, and said to him, "O Sheikh, how cometh

it that I see thee strait of breast? Moreover, I hear in thy house a noise of talk, such as I use not to hear with thee." Quoth the Muezzin, "Yonder is a

damsel who avoucheth that she is of the slave-girls of the Commander of the Faithful Haroun er Reshid; and she hath eaten food and now would

fain drink wine in my house, but I forbade her. However she avoucheth that except she drink thereof, she will perish, and indeed I am bewildered

concerning my affair." "Know, O my neighbour," answered the Jew, "that the slave-girls of the Commander of the Faithful are used to drink wine,

and whenas they eat and drink not, they perish; and I fear lest some mishap betide her, in which case thou wouldst not be safe from the Khalifs

wrath." "What is to be done?" asked the Sheikh; and the Jew replied, "I have old wine that will suit her." Quoth the old man, "[I conjure thee] by

the right of neighbourship, deliver me from this calamity and let me have that which is with thee!" "In the name of God," answered the Jew and

going to his house, brought out a flagon of wine, with which the Sheikh returned to Sitt el Milah. This pleased her and she said to him, "Whence

hadst thou this?" "I got it from my neighbour the Jew," answered he. "I set out to him my case with thee and he gave me this.".So the chamberlain

went about that which he needed and assembling his wife's kinsfolk, said to them, 'I am resolved to put away my wife.' They took this ill of him

and complained of him and summoning him before the king, sat pleading with him. Now the king had no knowledge of that which had passed; so

he said to the chamberlain, 'Why wilt thou put her away and how can thy soul consent unto this and why takest thou unto thyself a goodly piece of
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land and after forsakest it? 'May God amend the king!' answered the husband. 'By Allah, O king, I saw therein the track of the lion and fear to enter

the land, lest the lion devour me; and indeed the like of my affair with her is that which befell between the old woman and the draper's wife.' 'What

is their story?' asked the king; and the chamberlain said, 'Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? A sun [is my love;] but his heat in mine entrails still rageth,

concealed; A moon, in the hearts of the folk he riseth, and not in the sky..?A MERRY JEST OF A THIEF..Then she took leave of the princess and

veiling her face, disguised herself; (30) after which she mounted the mule and sallying forth, went round about seeking her lord in the

thoroughfares of Baghdad three days' space, but lit on no tidings of him; and on the fourth day, she rode forth without the city. Now it was the

noontide hour and great was the heat, and she was aweary and thirst waxed upon her. Presently, she came to the mosque, wherein the young

Damascene had taken shelter, and lighting down at the door, said to the old man, [the Muezzin], "O elder, hast thou a draught of cold water?

Indeed, I am overcome with heat and thirst." Quoth he, "[Come up] with me into my house." So he carried her up into his lodging and spreading

her [a carpet and cushions], seated her [thereon]; after which he brought her cold water and she drank and said to the eunuch, "Go thy ways with

the mule and on the morrow come back to me here." [So he went away] and she slept and rested herself..Then the Khalif went forth and bade

decorate the city: [so they decorated it] and the drums of glad tidings were beaten. Moreover they made banquets to the people and the tables were

spread seven days. And Tuhfeh and the Commander of the Faithful ceased not to be in the most delightsome of life and the most prosperous thereof

till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of Companies; and thu is all that hath come down to as of their story.".When

Tuhfeh heard this, it was grievous to her and she wept sore; whereupon quoth the head to her, 'The relief of God the Most High is near at hand; but

now let me hear somewhat of thy speech.' So she took the lute and sang three songs, weeping the while. 'By Allah,' said the head, 'thou hast been

bountiful to me, may God be with thee!' Then it disappeared and the season of sundown came. So she arose [and betook herself] to her place [in the

hall]; whereupon the candles rose up from under the earth and kindled themselves. Then the kings of the Jinn appeared and saluted her and kissed

her hands and she saluted them. Presently, up came Kemeriyeh and her three sisters and saluted Tuhfeh and sat down; whereupon the tables were

brought and they ate. Then the tables were removed and there came the wine-tray and the drinking-service. So Tuhfeh took the lute and one of the

three queens filled the cup and signed to Tuhfeh [to sing]. Now she had in her hand a violet; so Tuhfeh sang the following verses:.She laughed and

cried out to the women of the house, saying, "Ho, Fatimeh! Ho, Khedijeh! Ho, Herifeh! Ho, Senineh!" Whereupon all those who were in the place

of women and neighbours flocked to me and fell a-laughing at me and saying, "O blockhead, what ailed thee to meddle with gallantry?" Then one

of them came and looked in my face and laughed, and another said, "By Allah, thou mightest have known that she lied, from the time she said she

loved thee and was enamoured of thee? What is there in thee to love?" And a third said, "This is an old man without understanding." And they vied

with each other in making mock of me, what while I suffered sore chagrin..95. Abdurrehman the Moor's Story of the Roc cccciv.63. The Lovers of

the Benou Udhreh ccclxxxiii.King and his Chamberlain's Wife, The, ii. 53..So, of the heaviness of his wit, he believed her and turning back, went

in to the trooper; but she had foregone him, and when he saw her beside her lover, he fell to looking on her and pondering. Then he saluted her and

she returned him the salutation; and when she spoke, he was bewildered. So the trooper said to him, 'What ails thee to be thus?' And he answered,

'This woman is my wife and the voice is her voice.' Then he rose in haste and returning to his own house, saw his wife, who had foregone him by

the secret passage. So he went back to the trooper's house and saw her sitting as before; whereupon he was abashed before her and sitting down in

the trooper's sitting-chamber, ate and drank with him and became drunken and abode without sense all that day till nightfall, when the trooper arose

and shaving off some of the fuller's hair (which was long and flowing) after the fashion of the Turks, clipped the rest short and clapped a tarboush

on his head.
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