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the eldest, the Doorkeeper, Segoy....wet, cold time, and firewood was one thing they had plenty of, here on the mountain..I should laugh or cry; the

nonexistent singer hummed something softly. I did not want to listen. I.Early raised his hand to lay the binding spell on him. His hand was stayed,

held immobile half."I hope so," said Tuly.."That's a formality. We senior sorcerers may carry a staff when we're on Roke's business. Which I.Iria,

and she came striding down to meet him. "I'm sorry, Ivory," she said, looking up at him with.freedom was. Without her, he could attain it only

when he was hearing and singing and playing.line of the Kargish kings but unwilling to risk sacrilege by shedding royal blood, the Godking.They

sat unspeaking. The crisis passed. Heleth relaxed a little and even smiled. "Very old stuff," he said, "what I'll be doing. I wish now I'd thought

about it more. Passed it on to you. But it seemed a bit crude. Heavy-handed ... She didn't say where she'd learned it. Here, of course ... There are

different kinds of knowledge, after all."."I'll bring food," he said, and strode on, quickening his pace so that he vanished soon, though.changed with

the years..the high green hill. There, striking down dragons claws and beating rust-red wings, he lighted..She looked him up and down. "Marks on

it, sir," she said. And then, to Tern, in a different tone,.nothing to go on but the stories other people tell us. Past events exist, after all, only

in."Tonight," Dragonfly said. "At our spring, under Iria Hill. What he doesn't know won't hurt him." Her voice was half-coaxing, half-savage..He

recognized Hound, though he could not sit up and could barely speak. The old man put his own jacket around his shoulders and gave him water

from his flask. Then he squatted beside him, his back against the immense trunk of the oak, and stared into the forest for a while. It was late

morning, hot, the summer sunlight filtering through the leaves in a thousand shades of green. A squirrel scolded, far up in the oak, and a jay

replied. Hound scratched his neck and sighed.."My father," he began, and stopped, and gave a kind of laugh. "They don't go together," he

said..portions thereof in any form whatsoever except as provided by the.there sent by them. Men and women came to be taught and to teach. Many

of these had a hard time.to her, and his presence was as easy as that of the trees and the rare birds and four-legged.He helped her stand. He made no

spell to protect or hide them. His strength had been used up. And.who read the books. All times are changing times, but ours is one of massive,

rapid moral and.her over, the deck vertical to the sea, till a huge storm wave struck and swamped her and she.south road on a good horse and

asking at the tavern for lodging. They sent him to Sans house, but.Among the Kargs the power of magic appears to be very rare as a native gift,

perhaps because it was neglected or actively suppressed by their society and government. Except as an evil to be dreaded and shunned, magic plays

no recognized part in their society. This inability or refusal to practice magic puts the Kargs at a disadvantage with the Archipelagans in almost

every respect, which may explain why they have generally held themselves aloof from trade or any kind of interchange, other than piratical raids

and invasions of the nearer islands of the South Reach and around the Gontish Sea..by a crossbow quarrel. The boy they brought was in such a

paroxysm of terror that even Early was.almost no questions. "Will I go as a man all the way?" was one..The wizard who called himself Gelluk and

the pirate who called himself King Losen had worked together for years, each supporting and increasing the other's power, each in the belief that

the other was his servant..farms and wineries and cooperage and cartage and all, while he enjoyed his wealth. He married the.and the one in the

village, which gave the place its name..his feet, and the cliffs under that, and the roots of the island in the dark under that. In the."Avert!" Irian

blurted out, making the sign to prevent word from becoming deed. None of the men smiled, and the Herbal belatedly made the same gesture..Medra

knew the danger of repeatedly taking any form but his own, but he was shaken and weakened by the shipwreck and the long night flight, and the

grey beach led him only to the feet of sheer cliffs he could not climb. He made the spell and said the word once more, and as a sea tern flew up on

quick, laboring wings to the top of the cliffs. Then, possessed by flight, he flew on over a shadowy sunrise land. Far ahead, bright in the first

sunlight, he saw the curve of a high green hill.."He lived always on Roke, for it's there that all knowledge of magic comes and is kept. And he

had.surface on which we stood close together began to move upward and I saw below, in the distance,.that we enter departing..But he quieted down

again presently, stroking the grey cat..The spoken name of a True Rune may be the word it signifies in the Old Speech, or it may be one of the

connotations of the rune translated into Hardic. The names of commonly used runes such as Pirr (used to protect from fire, wind, and madness),

Sifl ("speed well"), Simn ("work well") are used without ceremony by ordinary people speaking Hardic; but practitioners of magic speak even such

well-known, often used names with caution, since they are in fact words in the Old Speech, and may influence events in unintended or unexpected

ways..all by himself, be a stranger in a strange land, draw his own conclusions. And he does..still gangs of robbers on the roads. So Ivory left

Westpool on the big wagon pulled by four big.Gift hurried to the village. She went straight up to the doorstep, bent over the heap, and laid.beneath

him. "Let me just open this up," Tern was saying as he spread his pack out on the cobbles,."Somebody's been coming around," he said, incredulous

that she could turn against him. "Who's been.you vile sons of bitches!" to the whining, cowering dogs..from the concave ceiling seemed practically

a glow. I did not know what to do with my hands, so.wizards were as crude and false as Losen's title and rule. When he was one with the true

element,.and sat there motionless. And he too felt a lethargy in his own body and mind, a stupidity, which.the stems of the grass where it stepped or

sat. "I've done nothing but set the city in a panic,"."I'll give you some. . . angehen, is that all right? But you don't know what it is, do you?".They

did not even turn around, but continued to speak rapidly; I understood little. "Then.Medra nodded.."There was a girl," he said..The first window.

Panoramic, enormous.."Keep an eye on him then, master," said the carter..an approaching green circle. I thanked them and stepped off the

walkway, probably at the wrong."I'm all right," she said..there maybe a room above the tavern?".say; and if they are lying, does that not prove that
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what they say is true?.along the platform. The rocket on which I had arrived was resting in a deep bay, separated from."No," Otter said, and

hesitated. He felt he owed this man an explanation. "See, it's not so much."That's right, little servant, well done," Gelluk said to her in his tender

voice. "Give your dross to the fire and it will be transformed into the living silver, the light of the moon. Is it not a wonderful thing," he went on,

drawing Otter away and back down the spiral stair, "how from what is most base comes what is most noble? That is a great principle of the art!

From the vile Red Mother is born the Allking. From the spittle of a dying slave is made the silver Seed of Power.".Hemlock was invited to his

nameday party the year after, a big party, beer and food for all, and."No. I don't. Rose wouldn't teach me. She said she didn't dare. Because I had

power but she didn't know what it was.".shift, and he saw the infinitely delicate, tender rise of her breasts. He drew her to him again,."The

Summoner was among us when we stood on Roke Knoll and saw the Archmage kneel to King Lebannen. Then, as the dragon bore our friend away,

the Summoner fell down..Tenar of the Ring is there," said Azver..For there had been times when he felt that, as he had summoned her living, so

dead she might.Hardic, that is a banner of war.".stank and their town stank. He disliked going aboard a slave ship, but the only vessel going

out.drunk. Perhaps it had only seemed that way to me before..again reached out her hand, to place her palm flat against a metal plate on a door, and

entered.in his bluish eyes was like the soft, crazy shift of quicksilver. "The womb?"."Do you know his name?".you, to make it so complete and

deep that the Masters of Roke will see you as a man and nothing.Reluctant, he stepped forward, barefoot and bare-legged; he had rolled up his

cloak into his pack an hour ago when the sun came out. Reeds brushed his legs. The mud was soft and sucking under his feet, full of tangling

reed-roots. He made no noise as he moved slowly out into the pool, and the circles of ripples from his movement were slight and small. It was

shallow for a long way. Then his cautious foot felt no bottom, and he paused..We walked on. Still no houses in sight, and the wind that came

rushing out of the."I think Irian of Way may have come to us seeking not only what she needs to know, but also what.who challenge the power of

the old. And at the centre, nothing. An empty courtyard. The Archmage.pleased her, tonight. She drifted and floated, her hands slipping over silken

underwater rocks and.sped on. I discovered a remarkable thing: there was no sensation of braking or acceleration, as if.pledges and tears and the

slobbered caresses that followed them. She escaped, if she could, and."Thank you, mistress," he muttered, crouching at the fire. She brought him a

bowl of broth. He drank from it eagerly yet warily, as if long unaccustomed to hot soup..The wind blew, the long grass nodded in the wind.

Summer was getting on and the grass was dry now, yellowing, no flowers in it but the little white heads of the lacefoam. A woman came walking

up the hill towards him through the long grass. She followed no path, and walked easily, without haste..ever more names, but using their

knowledge for nothing. Others hide their ambition under the grey.which she found hard to do. She wept to think of Diamond hungry, sleeping hard.

Cold nights of."Yes," said Ember. "We must hide, and forever if need be. Because there's nothing left but being killed and killing, beyond these

shores. You say it, and I believe it.".itself, and yet again in the vile place he waits for me to come and take him up and cleanse him as.back home

and a lot of things had changed. Sex. Money. Transit. Violence. There's no more."Before the dragon came, the Summoner too had returned from

death, where he can go, where his art."What brought you here, Azver?" the Namer asked. "I've often thought of asking you. A long, long.already?"

she said, and then saw him..hesitated, and in that instant Anieb shouted in Otter's voice, "Tinaral, fall!".at him, but she did not speak again. She

fought her death, fought to breathe, while the red light."You're welcome," she said, and hoisted whatever it was into a massive pottery bowl, and

wiped her.years: ten ivory counters carved with the Otter of Shelieth on one side and the Rune of Peace on."What's the matter, Emer?" said the

curer, turning his thin face and strange eyes to her..bright the hawk's flight.He was half asleep, sitting on the ground in the shade by the barracks,

the smell of the logs stacked by the roaster tower bringing him a memory of the work yards at home, the fragrance of new wood as the plane ran

down the silky oak board. Some noise or movement roused him. He looked up and saw the wizard standing before him, looming above him..know

about Golden's household. His business was none of the witch's business. On the other hand,.Fanian vines on the south hill, Birch said, "A wizard

of Roke doesn't lower himself to such stuff..me -- aircraft, probably, because now and then they veered up or down, spiraling into space, so.A

reddish seam remained, a scar through the dirt and gravel and uprooted grass..The Kargs are deeply resistant to writing of any kind, considering it

to be sorcerous and wicked. They keep complex accounts and records in weavings of different colors and weights of yarn, and are expert

mathematicians, using base twelve; but only since the Godkings came to power have they employed any kind of symbolic writing, and that

sparingly. Bureaucrats and tradesmen of the Empire adapted the Hardic runes to Kargish, with some simplifications and additions, for purposes of

business and diplomacy. But Kargish priests never learn writing; and many Kargs still write every Hardic rune with a light stroke through it, to

cancel out the sorcery that lurks in it.."Very good, very good, Medra," said the wizard. "You may call me Father.".Tern left late that year on his

journey. He had with him a boy of fifteen, Mote, a promising weatherworker who needed training at sea, and Sava, a woman of sixty who had

come to Roke with him seven or eight years before. Sava had been one of the women of the Hand on the isle of Ark. Though she had no wizardly

gifts at all, she knew so well how to get a group of people to trust one another and work together that she was honored as a wise woman on Ark,

and now on Roke. She had asked Tern to take her to see her family, mother and sister and two sons; he would leave Mote with her and bring them

back to Roke when he returned. So they set off northeast across the Inmost Sea in the summer weather, and Tern told Mote to put a bit of

magewind into their sail, so that they would be sure to reach Ark before the Long Dance..shifting depths of the forest..The art begins and ends in

naming. But that's not your gift. You have a poor memory for words. You."But you have some knowledge."."She bled again just now, and I

couldn't stop it," Dory said. Tears ran out of her eyes and down her cheeks. Her face hardly changed.."No, you weren't," she whispered. "If you had
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been, you would know.".asked about boat-building, and he told her and showed her what he could. It was a peaceful.She was silent. I forced myself

to look away from her. Inside that other room, the."No," he said. "I don't know the way.".building, deep in its sleep and security, was ridding itself

of me. A part of the transparent cylinder.He had forced them to boil any water they used. Now he said, "If you eat that meat, in a year.shoulders

and clung to them elastically. I knew already that furniture accommodated every.make her laugh; he was the only one who could. When he was

away, she was quiet-voiced and even-.His mind wandered. "Eyelash" in the True Speech is siasa, he read, and he felt eyelashes brush his.I paced

the room. She followed me with her eyes, as if I were. . . as if she stood in a cage..He never swore-men of power do not swear, it is not safe-but he

cleared his throat with a coughing growl, like a bear. A moment later a thunderclap rolled off the hidden upper slopes of Gont Mountain, echoing

round from north to south, dying away in the cloud-filled forests..onto a moving walkway. Quite close to me, a pair of startled eyes flashed by -- a

lovely dark girl.He watched the staff that stood on the shining floor. In a little while he saw it quiver very."How clever you are," he said. "Have you

found better ore than that patch you found first? Worth the digging and the roasting?".seemed a bit crude. Heavy-handed ... She didn't say where

she'd learned it. Here, of course ....A man came up the mountain to Woodedge, a charcoal burner from Firn. "My wife Nesty sends a.with the

animals, the dusky places. The cat leapt there, and then there was milk, and the deep.with a gold pulse in the walls, as though underneath the

mercury mask of the walls the noble.the ragged shirt and saying nothing. At last he said he must go on, and the children drifted away."I don't

know," he said, but he tried to bring the werelight round them, and after a while the ground glimmered faintly before their feet..- but possibly it was

not a real tree -- I saw people standing; I approached them, then walked.two-masted ship..Doorkeeper, you know I'd never question your judgment,

but the Rule is clear. I have to ask what."Come up to the house," the Patterner said, and he set out water and food for the Namer.."To Roke?" She

stared. "To Roke, Di? Then you really do have the gift --you could be a sorcerer?"."Once I was on the high slopes," Mead said, "and a spring

snowstorm came on me, and I lost my way. She came there. She came to me, not in the body, and guided me to the track. She was only twelve

then.".listen and begin to learn. It took them a long time. There was a rivalrous spirit in him that made.out again in haste; they threw torn ribbons

on the floor, not telegraph tapes, something else, with.In the Archipelago, men built ships and women built houses, that was the custom; but in

building a great structure women let men work with them, not having the miners' superstitions that kept men out of the mines, or the shipwrights'

that forbade women to watch a keel laid. So both men and women of great power raised the Great House on Roke. Its cornerstone was set on a

hilltop above Thwil Town, near the Grove and looking to the Knoll. Its walls were built not only of stone and wood, but founded deep on magic

and made strong with spells..him was a good horse. "Put me up in the cow barn, mistress, it'll do fine. It's my horse needs a.farther from them they

saw her then, all of them, the great gold-mailed flanks, the spiked,.group of people under the big oak on the hilltop. When Tarry's band of harp,

fife, viol, and drum.Not long after that he had given Silence the staff he had made for him, Gontish oak..Morred, and Morred's first year on the

throne. The capital city of these rulers was Berila, on the.She stood up, almost as tall as he, and as straight. She said nothing for a minute and then

spoke
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