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6	Damon Knight.oxygen-breathing, water-economy beings who needed protection for their bodies until the full bloom of."Right, right.".trunk, and

he reached in and picked it up..Why??Two reasons..time Crawford had taken a look. There were thick vines mat Song assured him were running

with.In the pilot's cabin, Crawford was ready to believe her. Like all flying machines since the days of the windsock and open cockpit, this one was

a mad confusion of dials, switches, and lights designed to awe anyone who knew nothing about it. He sat in the copilot's chair and listened to

her..Fortunately, I intercepted your little jest before anyone else saw it Now forget the fun and games and get that data into the computer

pronto..Your clone is not you. Your clone is your twin brother (or sister) and is no more you than your.bushes so the grey man could not see his

less colorful I pants. The other was Prince Jack himself,.have mine before me:."How long has he been living here?".members of the expedition

were sleeping. The blowout was over in ten seconds, and she then had the.own forces..a ... a headstone, a monument. It's growing right here in the

graveyard, from the bodies of our friends.."In a way it's about time," she said, tossing her clothes in a corner. "The only thing to do with these

clothes is burn them. We'll all smell better for it. Song, you take the watch." She flicked out the lights and reclined heavily on her mattress..Lang

sat back down and patted the ground around her, ground that was covered in a multiple layer.friend Phyllis again..her otherwise rather plain face,

giving her the look of a Renaissance Madonna and adding nostalgic."When we were bora," he said, and his eyes focused again, "we were joined at

the back. But I grew.on the front, blue Levis and thick-soled chukka boots.."There's a trap door there," he whispered to Amos, "and somebody's

knocking.".bona fide starship, in which the captain and I were to have accelerated through normal space to."Ah," said Jack, "the second question is

easy to answer, but the first is not so simple. 1 am a prisoner here because a skinny grey man stole a map from me and put me in the brig so I could

not get it back from him. But why am I the Prince of the Far Rainbow? That is exactly the question asked me a year ago today by a wizard so great

and so old and so terrible that you and I need never worry about him. I answered him, 'I am Prince because my father is King, and everyone knows

I should be.' Then the wizard asked me, 'Why should you be Prince and not one of a dozen others? Are you fit to rule, can you judge fairly, can you

resist temptation?' I had no idea what he meant, and again I answered, 'I am Prince because my father is King.' The wizard took a mirror and held it

before me. 'What do you see?' he asked. 'I see myself, just as I should, the Prince of the Far Rainbow,' said I. Then the wizard grew furious and

struck the mirror into three pieces and cried, 'Not until you look into this mirror whole again will you be Prince of the Far Rainbow, for a woman

worthy of a prince is trapped behind the glass, and not till she is free can you rule in your own land.' There was an explosion, and when I woke up, I

was without my crown, lying dressed as you see me now in a green meadow. In my pocket was a map that told me where all the pieces were

hidden. Only it did not show me how to get back to the Far Rainbow. And still 1 do not know how to get home.".then the cabin, then the

forecastle..Stella goes white and bites off whatever it is she was about to say..suppose it could be worse. There's no use complaining. Life goes on,

as they say.".would pay me a great deal of money with which I could buy a ship and continue my search. He told me."Just what we were doing.

Taking stock of our situation. We need to make a list of what's available."How long had Maurice and Detweiler known each other?**.1931 is

worth mentioning. That is Frankenstein: The True Story. Coscripted by Christopher Isherwood,.I drew picket duty again this morning. Ike picketed

with me, having arranged it with the Organizer to.That smile was remarkable. It turned the light hi her to dazzling incandescence..STEVEN

UTLEY.see into the next chamber..When the ship finally did show up, it was no longer a NASA ship. It was sponsored by the fledgling

International Space Agency. Its crew came from all over Earth. Its drive was new, too, and a lot better than the old one. As usual, war had given

research a kick in the pants. Its mission was to take up the Martian exploration where the first expedition had left off and, incidentally, to recover

the remains of the twenty Americans for return to Earth..have been a cat. It was probably a stray looking for food or hiding from a dog. Okay, cat,

you don't.The owner-manager of the court was one of those creatures peculiar to Hollywood. She must have been a starlet in the Twenties or

Thirties, but success had eluded her. So she had tried to freeze herself in time. She still expected, at any moment, a call from The Studio. But her

flesh hadn't cooperated. Her hair was the color of tarnished copper, and the fire-engine-red lipstick was painted far past her thin lips. Her watery

eyes peered at me through a Lone Ranger mask of Maybelline on a plaster-white face. Her dress had obviously been copied from the wardrobe of

Norma Shearer.."Congratulations.''.His first endorsement proved to have been beginner's lock. Though he went out almost every night to a different

speakeasy and practically lived at Partyland during the weekends, when it was at hs liveliest, he never again had such a plum fall in his lap. He

didn't get within sniffing distance of bis heart's desire. Most people he met were temps, and the few Permanent License holders inclined to be

friendly to him invariably turned out, like the MacKinnons, to have already disposed of their allotted endorsements. Or so they said. As the weeks

went by and anxiety mounted, he began to be of the cynical but widely held opinion that many people simply removed the stickers from their

licenses so it would seem they'd been used. According to Jason MacKinnon, a completely selfless endorsement, like his from Ed, was a rare

phenomenon. Quid pro quos were the gen-.Jane Yolen's classic fantasy tales have been appearing in F&SF since 1976. She is the

author.167.174."Why write?" I asked Selene.."You are witnessing a demonstration of die Zorphwar Naval Bat-tie Simulation System," I said to

Westland. "A valuable training aid, ft is a product of the research staff of the Megalo Corporation Programming Services Department".?Al

Sarrantonio.He Has a Hole in His Head and His Teeth Glow in the Dark, ROGER.Her face took on the intent, yet mesmerized look of a quiz show

contestant "Ask, ask."."Unfortunately, I have used up my quota. However"?she held up a single perfect finger?"it's almost."This is what would kill
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us, Crawford. What's your first name? Matt. Matt, this baby is a flyer for the first forty thousand meters. It doesn't have the juice to orbit on the jets

alone. The wings are folded up now. You probably didn't see them on the way in, but you saw the models. They're very light, supercritical, and

designed for this atmosphere. Lou said it was like flying a bathtub, but it flew. And it's a skQl, almost an art. Lou practiced for three years on the

best simulators we could build and still had to rely on things you can't learn in a simulator. And he barely got us down in one piece. We didn't noise

it around, but it was a damn close thing. Lou was young; so was Cantrell. They were both fresh from flying. They flew every day, they had the feel

for it. They were tops." She slumped back into her chair. "I haven't flown anything but trainers for eight years.".day to see if she needed

anything..That ended the subject for her. She was quiet the remaining ride home. She reached for my hand."Hi," said Barry, with masterful

deference. ?I?m Barry Riordan.".but I've also seen her perform worse and still come off the stage happy..West Coast That is the reason your

paycheck was not delivered to you today. Regrettably, it is also the.Hotel and took her to Harry Spinner's funeral. I told her about Maurice Milian

and Andrew Detweiler. We talked it around and around. Hie Detweiler boy obviously couldn't have kilted Harry or Milian, but it was stretching

coincidence a little bit far..It seemed self-evident to him that nobody in his right mind would want to get killed, or to be sent to places he'd never

heard of by people he'd never met in order to kill other people he didn't know. Therefore nobody in his right mind would be in the Army. But since

the Army was full of people whom it had judged to be acceptably sane and normal, it seemed to follow that the Army's ideas of what was normal

had to be very strange. Now, to transfer into something like Engineering seemed on the face of it to be a perfectly natural, reasonable, constructive,

and desirable thing to want to do. And that seemed enough to guarantee that the Army would find the request unreasonable and him

unsuitable..Amos himself was well aware how long he would have hesitated had the question been asked of him..Needed to understand the verse is

merely the fact that, genetically, the distinction between human.When I came out she said, "Why?".His first elation fizzled out and he was left with

his usual flattened sense of personal inconsequence.."But I can't reach her. She won't respond to anything I do.".sister?" I sputtered..All but one,

that is. For as Nolan moved forward, another shadow glided out from the deeper.McKillian had had enough. "Matt, what the hell are you talking

about? Rescue mission? Damn it, you know as well as I that if they find us here, we'll be long dead. We'll probably be dead hi another year.".At

home he spent the holidays experimenting with commercial ad-hesives in various strengths. He applied these to coated paper, let them dry, and cut

the paper into rectangles. He numbered these rec-.dialogue, even the oonga-boonga black natives. All this could not in any way survive

modernization; "big.fund, and we've got six more weeks to go before we become eligible for unemployment insurance..There was another twisting

of the facial features. Amanda, her voice rising, said, "You can't do this,.people of this notion; even a surprising amount of scientific proof is not of

this kind. As philosophers since.a long, brutal war with the Palestinian Empire, and a growing conviction that the survivors of the First.Mary Lang

let it work itself out, only interfering when it got violent. She herself was not immune to.Stella stares disgustedly out the window.."Yeah, I was

working on a story, but I'd rather play gin.'' He grinned, open and artless. "If I could."Look at it this way, Matt. No matter how we stretch our

supplies, they won't take us through the.major blowout..young woman..despair) which make their heroism far from simple or

unquestioned-by-the-authors-them-selves. As for."The hunter was here," he said as he crossed the door's threshold.."Don't worry, there's another

over behind you." Now that they were looking for them, they quickly spied four of the creatures. Song took a sample bag from her pouch and held

it open in front of the beast. It crawled halfway into the bag, then seemed to think something was wrong. It stopped, but Song nudged it in and

picked it up. She peered at the underside and laughed in wonder..gleamed about him. The walls were much too high to climb and they went all the

way around. Being a.Yet in one specialized way cloning can take place in even the most advanced animals-even in the.Now do not get the idea that

everyone here is simply sitting around playing Zorphwar. That is far from the case. While our schedules have slipped a bit in the last couple of

months, morale is at an all-time high. With a crew of satisfied programmers, I feel there is nothing we cannot accomplish..usually found in the

Mediterranean races. His hair wasn't quite black. It wasn't exactly long and it wasn't.212.my calls." She lowered her eyelids demurely. "I was a

Goldwyn Girl, you know.".He nodded. '1 use another name. You probably wouldn't know it either. It's not exactly a household word." His eyes said

he'd really rather not tell me what it was. He had a slight accent, a sort of soft slowness, not exactly a drawl and not exactly Deep South. He shoved

the typewriter over and pulled out a deck of cards..upset, but there was no time. He had to suit up, and he welcomed the chance to sneak out He

began to.diaries pipe in one high but full-toned voice, "the lords of Creation.".immune to the inevitable despair of the castaway. Ralston in his

laboratory was the picture of carefree."We can't say how long they've been prepared for a visit from us. Maybe only this cycle; maybe twenty

cycles ago. Anyway, at the last cycle they buried the kind of spores that would produce these little gismos." She tapped the blue ball representing

the Earth with one foot.She's shorter than I am, tiny and dark with curly chestnut hair. She's also proficient in any martial art I.down, yawning.

"Detweiler? Don't think I ever laid eyes on the man. What'd he do?".You may reapply for another examination at any time. An examination score

in or above the eighth percentile will secure the removal of all restrictions, and you will immediately receive your Permanent License. A score in

the sixth or seventh percentile will not affect the validity of your Temporary License, though its expiration date may be extended by this means for

a period of up to three months. A score hi the fifth percentile or below will result in the withdrawal of your Temporary License..anything else for

fifteen or twenty seconds, and I wondered what he was doing. Then the bolt was drawn.When it's done, she holds me close and very tightly. Her

rate of breathing slows and becomes.pad before the fireplace, she did not resist.Astronaut Corps. But she had borne him no personal malice, and

now found herself beginning to like him..After about two hours, in which Detweiler grew progressively more ill, I excused myself to go to the
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bathroom. While I was away from the table, I palmed Lorraine's master key..* Though Dune is, strictly speaking, science fiction. Wilson was

talking about tbe-gnat-kader syndrome, and the heroic atmosphere Dune shares with heroic fantasy..hilarious is the coyness, the sidelong glances,

smiles, grimaces hinting at things that will never be shown on.She pointed out the window at a passing group who were sporting a rainbow of

fanciful hair colors and wearing leotards and tights beneath coats thrown casually around their shoulders..dusty. I was about in the middle of the

unpaved section when Detweiler seemed to calm down. I pulled.For beneath her scarlet cape was a veil of green satin, and topazes flashed yellow

along the hem in the lightning that still flickered from the mirror. Now she threw the veil back from her shoulders..rest of us mortals. And I was

feeling my resolve begin to crumble. It was hard to believe this beguiling kid.Joanna Russ.make a faster orbit down toward Venus. The departure

date for that orbit is seven days away. We'll.shines like a silver-gray stream. Yon press the knob down to get closer, and drop with a giddy

swoop;.them on your own. Even though everyone breaks it, the law is still the law. Individuals operating on their.left-hand comer.."Oh, of course.

Minor poets do nothing else. They positively swarm. Fd rather be major and lonely, thank you very much.".witch-woman did it. After that I lived

with her. She was demented, but she knew medicine and healing.."No! There's no other way. Oh, not people like us, maybe. Maybe we're seeing

them right now,.drifting among their gnarled gray stems, their leaves of violet bora; he sees the curious misshapen growths.The thing's eyes

focused for a moment on Detweiler. It looked at him, beseeching, held out one hand, pleading. Its screams continued, that one monotonous,

hopeless note repeated over and over. It lowered its arm and kept crawling about mindlessly, growing weaker..I raised my brows. "That's

dedication."."What about contamination?" she asked. "What do you think that sterilization was for before we landed? Do you want to louse up the

entire ecological balance of Mars? No one would ever be sure if samples in the future were real Martian plants or mutated Earth stock.".But he was

alone in the castle hall. Jack and Lea had already left. Amos ran to the mirror just in time.Aubade."Of course." I smile. I know how to

play..effort..All but one, that is. For as Nolan moved forward, another shadow glided out from the deeper darkness beside the bungalow..opaque

material hi it. It looked very familiar, he realized, with the hair on the back of his neck starting to.Zorpfnvar!."No kidding!".Song straightened up,

moving stiffly. They had all worked hard to empty out the collapsed dome and peel back the whole, bulky mess to reveal the ground it had covered.

She was tired and stepped out of character for a moment to snap at Mary Lang.
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