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Shehriyar, Shehrzad and, ii. 111, iii. 141, 157..Galen heard that which he avouched of his understanding and it was certified unto him and

established in his mind that the man was a skilled physician of the physicians of the Persians and [he said in himself], 'Except he had confidence in

his knowledge and were minded to confront me and contend with me, he had not sought the door of my house neither spoken that which he hath

spoken.' And concern gat hold upon Galen and doubt. Then he looked out upon (21) the weaver and addressed himself to see what he should do,

whilst the folk began to flock to him and set out to him their ailments, and he would answer them thereof [and prescribe for them], hitting the mark

one while and missing it another, so that there appeared unto Galen of his fashion nothing whereby his mind might be assured that he had formed a

just opinion of his skill..? ? ? ? ? To lovers, "What see ye?" he saith, and to hearts of stone, "What love ye," quoth he, "[if to love me ye

disdain?"].As they were thus in the enjoyment of all that in most delicious of easance and delight, and indeed the wine was sweet to them and the

talk pleasant, behold, there came a knocking at the door. So the master of the house went out, that he might see what was to do, and found ten men

of the Khalif's eunuchs at the door. When he saw this, he was amazed and said to them, "What is to do?" Quoth they, "The Commander of the

Faithful saluteth thee and requireth of thee the slave-girl whom thou hast for sale and whose name is Sitt el Milah." By Allah," answered the other,

"I have sold her." And they said, "Swear by the head of the Commander of the Faithful that she is not in thy dwelling." He made oath that he had

sold her and that she was no longer at his disposal; but they paid no *need to his word and forcing their way into the house, found the damsel and

the young Damascene in the sitting-chamber. So they laid hands upon her, and the youth said, "This is my slave-girl, whom I have bought with my

money." But they hearkened not to his speech and taking her, carried her off to the Commander of the Faithful..Then said he to Aboulhusn,

"Praised be God who hath done away from thee that which irked thee and that I see thee in weal!" And Aboulhusn said, "Never again will I take

thee to boon-companion or sitting-mate; for the byword saith, 'Whoso stumbleth on a stone and returneth thereto, blame and reproach be upon him.'

And thou, O my brother, nevermore will I entertain thee nor use companionship with thee, for that I have not found thy commerce propitious to

me." (32) But the Khalif blandished him and conjured him, redoubling words upon him with "Verily, I am thy guest; reject not the guest," till

Aboulhusn took him and [carrying him home], brought him into the saloon and set food before him and friendly entreated him in speech. Then he

told him all that had befallen him, whilst the Khalif was like to die of hidden laughter; after which Aboulhusn removed the tray of food and

bringing the wine-tray, filled a cup and emptied it out three times, then gave it to the Khalif, saying, "O boon-companion mine, I am thy slave and

let not that which I am about to say irk thee, and be thou not vexed, neither do thou vex me." And he recited these verses:.? ? ? ? ? Oft for thy love

as I would be consoled, my yearning turns To-thee- ward still and my desires my reason still gainsay..104. Mesrour and Zein el Mewasif dcccxxi.?

? ? ? ? Though over me be the tombstone laid, if ever thou call on me, Though rotten my bone should be, thy voice I'll answer, come what will..So,

when he arose in the morning, he repaired to the vizier and repeated to him that which the old woman had taught him; whereat the vizier marvelled

and said to him, 'What sayst thou of a man, who seeth in his house four holes, and in each a viper offering to come out and kill him, and in his

house are four staves and each hole may not be stopped but with the ends of two staves? How shall he stop all the holes and deliver himself from

the vipers?' When the merchant heard this, there betided him [of concern] what made him forget the first and he said to the vizier, 'Grant me time,

so I may consider the answer.' 'Go out,' replied the vizier, 'and bring me the answer, or I will seize thy good.'.So saying, she rose [and going] to a

chest, took out therefrom six bags full of gold and said to me, "This is what I took from Amin el Hukm's house. So, if thou wilt, restore it; else the

whole is lawfully thine; and if thou desire other than this, [thou shalt have it;] for I have wealth in plenty and I had no design in this but to marry

thee." Then she arose and opening [other] chests, brought out therefrom wealth galore and I said to her, "O my sister, I have no desire for all this,

nor do I covet aught but to be quit of that wherein I am." Quoth she, "I came not forth of the [Cadi's] house without [making provision for] thine

acquittance.".? ? ? ? ? Yea, and how slaves and steeds and good and virgin girls Were proffered thee to gift, thou hast not failed to cite,.? ? ? ? ?

And if into the briny sea one day she chanced to spit, Assuredly the salt sea's floods straight fresh and sweet would grow..? ? ? ? ? Tirewomen to

the bride, who whiskers, ay, and beard Upon her face produce, they never would assign. (194).The Seventeenth Night of the Month..EL ABBAS

AND THE KING'S DAUGHTER OF BAGHDAD. (46).? ? ? ? ? b. The Fakir and his Pot of Butter dcx.Now the king had a brother, who envied

him and would fain have been in his place; and when he was weary of looking for his death and the term of his life seemed distant unto him, he

took counsel with certain of his partisans and they said, 'The vizier is the king's counsellor and but for him, there would be left the king no

kingdom.' So the king's brother cast about for the ruin of the vizier, but could find no means of accomplishing his design; and when the affair grew

long upon him, he said to his wife, 'What deemest thou will advantage us in this?' Quoth she, 'What is it?' And he replied, 'I mean in the matter of

yonder vizier, who inciteth my brother to devoutness with all his might and biddeth him thereto, and indeed the king is infatuated with his counsel

and committeth to him the governance of all things and matters.' Quoth she, 'Thou sayst truly; but how shall we do with him?' And he answered, 'I

have a device, so thou wilt help me in that which I shall say to thee.' Quoth she, 'Thou shall have my help in whatsoever thou desirest.' And he said,

'I mean to dig him a pit in the vestibule and dissemble it artfully.'.When the damsel heard these verses, she wept till her clothes were drenched and

drew near the old woman, who said to her, 'Knowest thou such an one?' And wept and said, 'He is my lord. Whence knowest thou him?' 'O my

lady,' answered the old woman, 'sawst thou not the madman who came hither yesterday with the old woman? He was thy lord. But this is no time
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for talk. When it is night, get thee to the top of the palace [and wait] on the roof till thy lord come to thee and contrive for thy deliverance.' Then

she gave her what she would of perfumes and returning to the chamberlain, acquainted him with that which had passed, and he told the

youth..Husband, The Credulous, i. 270..Then the king assembled his nobles and commons and the astrologers and said to them, 'Know that what

God hath graven upon the forehead, be it fair fortune or calamity, none may avail to efface, and all that is decreed unto a man he must needs abide.

Indeed, this my caretaking and my endeavour profited me nought, for that which God decreed unto my son, he hath abidden and that which He

decreed unto me hath betided me. Nevertheless, I praise God and thank Him for that this was at my son's hand and not at the hand of another, and

praised be He for that the kingship is come to my son!' And he strained the youth to his breast and embraced him and kissed him, saying, 'O my

son, this matter was on such a wise, and of my care and watchfulness over thee from destiny, I lodged thee in that pit; but caretaking availed not.'

Then he took the crown of the kingship and set it on his son's head and caused the folk and the people swear fealty to him and commended the

subjects to his care and enjoined him to justice and equity. And he took leave of him that night and died and his son reigned in his stead..Man who

was lavish of House and Victual to One whom he knew not, The, i 293..? ? ? ? ? She hath an eye, whose glances pierce the hearts of all mankind,

Nor can cornelian with her cheeks for ruddiness compare..[When the king heard his wife's words], it was as if he had been asleep and awoke; so he

went forth of the harem and bade slaughter fowls and dress meats of all kinds and colours. Moreover, he assembled all his retainers and let bring

sweetmeats and dessert and all that beseemeth unto kings' tables. Then he adorned his palace and despatched after El Abbas a man of the chief

officers of his household, who found him coming forth of the bath, clad in a doublet of fine goats' hair and over it a Baghdadi scarf; his waist was

girt with a Rustec (81) kerchief and on his head he wore a light turban of Damietta make..? ? ? ? ? a. The Christian Broker's Story xxv.Clemency,

Of, i. 120..Meanwhile, his father and mother had gone round about all the islands of the sea in quest of him and his brother, hoping that the sea

might have cast them up, but found no trace of them; so they despaired of finding them and took up their abode in one of the islands. One day, the

merchant, being in the market, saw a broker, and in his hand a boy he was calling for sale, and said in himself, 'I will buy yonder boy, so I may

console myself with him for my sons.' So he bought him and carried him to his house; and when his wife saw him, she cried out and said, 'By

Allah, this is my son!' So his father and mother rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy and questioned him of his brother; but he answered, 'The sea

parted us and I knew not what became of him.' Therewith his father and mother consoled themselves with him and on this wise a number of years

passed..When the king heard his speech, he turned to him and said, "It is grievous to me, O vizier of good counsel." And he told him that the [other]

sages testified [to the correctness of their fellow's interpretation of the dream]; whereupon Er Rehwan sighed and knew that the king went in fear of

him; but he showed him fortitude and said to him, "God assain the king! My counsel is that the king accomplish his commandment and execute his

ordinance, for that needs must death be and it is liefer to me that I die, oppressed, than that I die, an oppressor. But, if the king see fit to defer the

putting of me to death till the morrow and will pass this night with me and take leave of me, when the morrow cometh, the king shall do what he

will.".? ? ? ? ? How often, too, hath gladness come to light Whence nought but dole thou didst anticipate!.? ? ? ? ? How long, O Fate, wilt thou

oppress and baffle me?.151. The Adventures of Quicksilver Ali of Cairo, a Sequel to the Rogueries of Delileh the Crafty dccviil.The vizier's story

pleased the king and he bade depart to his dwelling..King Azadbekht and his Son, History of, i. 61..? ? ? ? ? All things, indeed, that betide to you

are fore-ordered of God; Yet still in your deeds is the source to which their fulfilment is due..? ? ? ? ? 'Twas not of wine that I had drunk; her

mouth's sweet honeyed dews It was intoxicated me with bliss and ravishment..When it was the ninth day, the viziers [foregathered and] said, one to

another, "Verily, this youth baffleth us, for as often as the king is minded to put him to death, he beguileth him and ensorcelleth him with a story;

so what deem ye we should do, that we may slay him and be at rest from him?" Then they took counsel together and were of accord that they

should go to the king's wife [and prompt her to urge the king to slaughter the youth. So they betook themselves to her] and said to her, "Thou art

heedless of this affair wherein thou art and this heedlessness will not profit thee; whilst the king is occupied with eating and drinking and diversion

and forgetteth that the folk beat upon tabrets and sing of thee and say, 'The king's wife loveth the youth;' and what while he abideth on life, the talk

will increase and not diminish." Quoth she, "By Allah, it was ye set me on against him, and what shall I do [now]?" And they answered, "Do thou

go in to the king and weep and say to him, 'Verily, the women come to me and tell me that I am become a byword in the city, and what is thine

advantage in the sparing of this youth? If thou wilt not slay him, slay me, so this talk may be estopped from us.'".Then the rest of the women of the

palace came all to him and lifted him into a sitting posture, when he found himself upon a couch, stuffed all with floss-silk and raised a cubit's

height from the ground. (19) So they seated him upon it and propped him up with a pillow, and he looked at the apartment and its greatness and

saw those eunuchs and slave-girls in attendance upon him and at his head, whereat he laughed at himself and said, "By Allah, it is not as I were on

wake, and [yet] I am not asleep!" Then he arose and sat up, whilst the damsels laughed at him and hid [their laughter] from him; and he was

confounded in his wit and bit upon his finger. The bite hurt him and he cried "Oh!" and was vexed; and the Khalif watched him, whence he saw

him not, and laughed..When it was eventide, the king caused avoid his sitting chamber and summoned the vizier, who presented himself and

making his obeisance to the king, kissed the earth before him and bespoke him as follows:."When I [returned from my sixth voyage, I] forswore

travel and renounced commerce, saying in myself, 'What hath befallen me sufficeth me.' So I abode at home and passed my time in pleasance and

delight, till, one day, as I sat at mine ease, plying the wine-cup [with my friends], there came a knocking at the door. The doorkeeper opened and

found without one of the Khalif's pages, who came in to me and said, 'The Commander of the Faithful biddeth thee to him.' So I accompanied him
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to the presence of the Khalif and kissing the earth before him, saluted him. He bade me welcome and entreated me with honour and said to me, 'O

Sindbad, I have an occasion with thee, which I would have thee accomplish for me.' So I kissed his hand and said, 'O my lord, what is the lord's

occasion with the slave?' Quoth he, 'I would have thee go to the King of Serendib and carry him our letter and our present, even as he sent us a

present and a letter.'.ALPHABETICAL TABLE OF THE FIRST LINES OF THE VERSE IN THE "TALES FROM THE ARABIC.".143. Ibrahim

of Mosul and the Devil dclxxxvii.73. The Woman's Trick against her Husband dclviii.When the king saw this, he cried out and his wife wept in the

ship and offered to cast herself into the sea; but the Magian bade the sailors lay hands on her. So they seized her and it was but a little while ere the

night darkened and the ship disappeared from the king's eyes; whereupon he swooned away for excess of weeping and lamentation and passed his

night bewailing his wife and children..134. The Malice of Women dlxxviii.Marriage to the Poor Old Man, The Rich Man who gave his Fair

Daughter in, i. 247..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. Story of Aziz and Azizeh cxliii.When the king heard this, he said, "I will not isolate myself from the folk

and slay my vizier." And he bade him depart to his dwelling..When it was the day of the going-in, (110) Bihzad, of his haste and lack of patience,

betook himself to the wall, which was between himself and the princess's lodging and in which there was a hole pierced, and looked, so he might

see his bride, of his haste. But the bride's mother saw him and this was grievous to her; so she took from one of the servants two red-hot iron spits

and thrust them into the hole through which the prince was looking. The spits ran into his eyes and put them out and he fell down aswoon and

joyance was changed and became mourning and sore concern. See, then, O king," continued the youth, "the issue of the prince's haste and lack of

deliberation, for indeed his haste bequeathed him long repentance and his joy was changed to mourning; and on like wise was it with the woman

who hastened to put out his eyes and deliberated not. All this was the doing of haste; wherefore it behoveth the king not to be hasty in putting me to

death, for that I am under the grasp of his hand, and what time soever thou desirest my slaughter, it shall not escape [thee].".? ? ? ? ? They left me

and content forthright forsook my heart,.? ? ? ? ? a. The Cat and the Mouse dcix.Then they all four arose, laying wagers with one another, and went

forth, walking, from the palace-gate [and fared on] till they came in at the gate of the street in which Aboulhusn el Khelia dwelt. He saw them and

said to his wife Nuzhet el Fuad, "Verily, all that is sticky is not a pancake and not every time cometh the jar off safe. (38)' Meseemeth the old

woman hath gone and told her lady and acquainted her with our case and she hath disputed with Mesrour the eunuch and they have laid wagers

with one another about our death and are come to us, all four, the Khalif and the eunuch and the Lady Zubeideh and the old woman." When Nuzhet

el Fuad heard this, she started up from her lying posture and said, "How shall we do?" And he said, "We will both feign ourselves dead and stretch

ourselves out and hold our breath." So she hearkened unto him and they both lay down on the siesta[-carpet] and bound their feet and shut their

eyes and covered themselves with the veil and held their breath..It is said that the most extraordinary of that which happened to Er Reshid was as

follows: His brother El Hadi, (153) when he succeeded to the Khalifate, enquired of a seal-ring of great price, that had belonged to his father El

Mehdi, (154) and it came to his knowledge that Er Reshid had taken it. So he required it of the latter, who refused to give it up, and El Hadi insisted

upon him, but he still denied the seal-ring of the Khalifate. Now this was on the bridge [over the Tigris], and he threw the ring into the river. When

El Hadi died and Er Reshid succeeded to the Khalifate, he came in person to that bridge, with a seal-ring of lead, which he threw into the river at

the same place, and bade the divers seek it. So they did [his bidding] and brought up the first ring, and this was reckoned [an omen] of Er Reshid's

good fortune and [a presage of] the continuance of his reign. (155).Some misconception seems to exist as to the story of Seif dhoul Yezen, a

fragment of which was translated by Dr. Habicht and included, with a number of tales from the Breslau Text, in the fourteenth Vol. of the

extraordinary gallimaufry published by him in 1824-5 as a complete translation of the 1001 Nights (224) and it has, under the mistaken impression

that this long but interesting Romance forms part of the Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night, been suggested that a complete translation of

it should be included in the present publication. The Romance in question does not, however, in any way, belong to my original and forms no part

of the Breslau Text, as will be at once apparent from an examination of the Table of Contents of the latter (see post, p. 261), by which all the Nights

are accounted for. Dr. Habicht himself tells us, in his preface to the first Vol. of the Arabic Text, that he found the fragment (undivided into Nights)

at the end of the fifth Volume of his MS., into which other detached tales, having no connection with the Nights, appear to have also found their

way. This being the case, it is evident that the Romance of Seif dhoul Yezen in no way comes within the scope of the present work and would

(apart from the fact that its length would far overpass my limits) be a manifestly improper addition to it. It is, however, possible that, should I come

across a suitable text of the work, I may make it the subject of a separate publication; but this is, of course, a matter for future

consideration..Meanwhile, the Lady Zubeideh, the wife of the Commander of the Faithful, made a banquet in her palace and assembled her

slave-girls. As for Sitt el Milah, she came, weeping-eyed and mournful-hearted, and those who were present blamed her for this, whereupon she

recited the following verses:.When they heard me speak in Arabic, one of them came up to me and saluting me [in that language], questioned me of

my case. Quoth I, 'What [manner of men] are ye and what country is this?' 'O my brother,' answered he, 'we are husbandmen and come to this river,

to draw water, wherewithal to water our fields; and whilst we were thus engaged to-day, as of wont, this boat appeared to us on the surface of the

water, issuing from the inward of yonder mountain. So we came to it and finding thee asleep therein, moored it to the shore, against thou shouldst

awake. Acquaint us, therefore, with thy history and tell us how thou camest hither and whence thou enteredst this river and what land is behind

yonder mountain, for that we have never till now known any make his way thence to us.' But I said to them, 'Give me somewhat to eat and after

question me.' So they brought me food and I ate and my spirits revived and I was refreshed. Then I related to them all that had befallen me, whereat
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they were amazed and confounded and said, 'By Allah, this is none other than a marvellous story, and needs must we carry thee to our king, that

thou mayst acquaint him therewith.' So they carried me before their king, and I kissed his hand and saluted him..15. Ghanim ben Eyoub the Slave

of Love cccxxxii.? ? ? ? ? O ye who have withered my heart and marred my hearing and my sight, Desire and transport for your sake wax on me

night and day..112. Aboulhusn and his Slave-girl Taweddud ccccxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? f. King Bekhtzeman cccclxi.? ? ? ? ? Get thee to patience fair, if

thou remember thee of that Whose issues (quoth the Merciful) are ever benedight. (89).Officer's Story, The Eleventh, ii. 175..So he repaired to the

scribe, who wrote him the scroll, and he brought it to his master, who set it on the door and said to the damsel, "Art thou satisfied?" "Yes,"

answered she. "Arise forthright and get thee to the place before the citadel, where do thou foregather with all the mountebanks and ape-dancers and

bear-leaders and drummers and pipers and bid them come to thee to-morrow early, with their drums and pipes, what time thou drinkest coffee with

thy father-in-law the Cadi, and congratulate thee and wish thee joy, saying, 'A blessed day, O son of our uncle! Indeed, thou art the vein (266) of

our eye! We rejoice for thee, and if thou be ashamed of us, verily, we pride ourselves upon thee; so, though thou banish us from thee, know that we

will not forsake thee, albeit thou forsakest us.' And do thou fall to strewing dinars and dirhems amongst them; whereupon the Cadi will question

thee, and do thou answer him, saying, 'My father was an ape-dancer and this is our original condition; but out Lord opened on us [the gate of

fortune] and we have gotten us a name among the merchants and with their provost.'.? ? ? ? ? The raven of parting croaks loud at our door; Alas,

for our raven cleaves fast to us aye!.Then he braced up his courage and gathering his skirts about him, threw himself into the water, and it bore him

along with an exceeding might and carrying him under the earth, stayed not till it brought him out into a deep valley, wherethrough ran a great

river, that welled up from under the earth. When he found himself on the surface of the earth, he abode perplexed and dazed all that day; after

which he came to himself and rising, fared on along the valley, till he came to an inhabited land and a great village in the dominions of the king his

father. So he entered the village and foregathered with its inhabitants, who questioned him of his case; whereupon he related to them his history

and they marvelled at him, how God had delivered him from all this. Then he took up his abode with them and they loved him

exceedingly..Damascus is all gardens decked for the pleasance of the eyes; For the seeker there are black-eyed girls and boys of Paradise.".The

Lady Zubeideh answered him many words and the talk waxed amain between them. At last the Khalif sat down at the heads of the pair and said,

"By the tomb of the Apostle of God (may He bless and preserve him!) and the sepulchres of my fathers and forefathers, whoso will tell me which

of them died before the other, I will willingly give him a thousand dinars!" When Aboulhusn heard the Khalifs words, he sprang up in haste and

said, "I died first, O Commander of the Faithful! Hand over the thousand dinars and quit thine oath and the conjuration by which thou sworest."

Then Nuzhet el Fuad rose also and stood up before the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh, who both rejoiced in this and in their safety, and the princess

chid her slave-girl. Then the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh gave them joy at their well-being and knew that this [pretended] death was a device to

get the money; and the princess said to Nuzhet el Fuad, "Thou shouldst have sought of me that which thou desiredst, without this fashion, and not

have consumed my heart for thee." And she said, "Indeed, I was ashamed, O my lady.".When Shefikeh saw that which betided him, she came

forward and said to him, "O bountiful lord, indeed my mistress returneth not the mantle and the necklace despitefully; but she is about to depart the

world and thou hast the best right to them." "And what is the cause of this?" asked he. Quoth Shefikeh, "Thou knowest. By Allah, never among the

Arabs nor the barbarians nor among the sons of the kings saw I a harder of heart than thou! Is it a light matter to thee that thou troublest Mariyeh's

life and causest her mourn for herself and depart the world on account of (110) thy youth? Indeed, thou wast the cause of her acquaintance with

thee and now she departeth the world on thine account, she whose like God the Most High hath not created among the daughters of the kings.".So,

when they entered with the folk and had prostrated themselves before the king and given him joy and he had raised their rank, [they sat down].

Now it was the custom of the folk to salute and go forth, so, when they sat down, the king knew that they had a word that they would fain say. So

he turned to them and said, "Ask your need." And the viziers also were present. Accordingly, they bespoke him with all that these latter had taught

them and the viziers also spoke with them; and Azadbekht said to them, "O folk, I know that this your speech, there is no doubt of it, proceedeth

from love and loyal counsel to me, and ye know that, were I minded to slay half these folk, I could avail to put them to death and this would not be

difficult to me; so how shall I not slay this youth and he in my power and under the grip of my hand? Indeed, his crime is manifest and he hath

incurred pain of death and I have only deferred his slaughter by reason of the greatness of the offence; for, if I do this with him and my proof

against him be strengthened, my heart is healed and the heart of the folk; and if I slay him not to-day, his slaughter shall not escape me

to-morrow.".Now, as destiny would have it, a certain jeweller of the town had been robbed of ten pearls, like unto those which were with the

merchant; so, when he saw the two pearls in the broker's hand, he said to him, 'To whom do these pearls belong?' and the broker answered, 'To

yonder man.' [The jeweller looked at the merchant and] seeing him in sorry case and clad in tattered clothes, misdoubted of him and said to him

(purposing to surprise him into confession), 'Where are the other eight pearls?' The merchant thought he asked him of those which were in the

gown and answered, 'The thieves stole them from me.' When the jeweller heard his reply, he doubted not but that it was he who had taken his good;

so he laid hold of him and haling him before the chief of the police, said to him, 'This is the man who stole my pearls: I have found two of them

upon him and he confesseth to the other eight.'.Then he turned back, pondering upon that sleeping youth, and coming to him, as he slept, lighted

down from his horse and sat down by him. He fixed his eyes upon his face and considered him awhile and said in himself, 'For aught I know, this

youth may be Melik Shah.' And he fell a-hemming and saying, 'Harkye, O youth!' Whereupon the sleeper awoke and sat up; and the eunuch said to
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him, 'Who is thy father in this village and where is thy dwelling?' The youth sighed and answered, 'I am a stranger;' and the eunuch said, 'From

what land art thou and who is thy father?' Quoth the other, 'I am from such a land,' and the eunuch ceased not to question him and he to answer

him, till he was certified of him and knew him. So he rose and embraced him and kissed him and wept over his case. Moreover, he told him that he

was going about in quest of him and informed him that he was come privily from the king his mother's husband and that his mother would be

content [to know] that he was alive and well, though she saw him not..? ? ? ? ? My outward of my inward testifies And this bears witness that that

tells aright. (39).TABLE OF CONTENTS OF THE CALCUTTA (1839-42).? ? ? ? ? Yea, he thou lov'st shall be hard-hearted, recking not Of

fortune's turns or fate's caprices, in his pride..To return to his wife and her mother. When the former arose in the morning and her husband returned

not to her with break of day, she forebode all manner of calamity and straightway despatched her servants and all who were with her in quest of

him; but they happened not on any trace of him neither fell in with aught of his news. So she bethought herself concerning her affair and

complained and wept and groaned and sighed and blamed perfidious fortune, bewailing that sorry chance and reciting these verses:.When the

evening evened, the king sat in his sitting- chamber and sending for his vizier, bade him relate the story of the wealthy man who lost his wealth and

his wit. So he said, "Know, O king, that.As for me, I stood, with my head bowed to the earth, forgetting both Institutes and Canons, (99) abode

sunk in thought, saying, "How came I to be the dupe of yonder worthless baggage?" Then said the Amir to me, "What aileth thee that thou

answerest not?" And I answered, saying, "O my lord, it is a custom among the folk that he who hath a payment to make at a certain date is allowed

three days' grace; [so do thou have patience with me so long,] and if, [by the end of that time,] the culprit be not found, I will be answerable for that

which is lost." When the folk heard my speech, they all deemed it reasonable and the Master of Police turned to the Cadi and swore to him that he

would do his utmost endeavour to recover the stolen money and that it should be restored to him. So he went away, whilst I mounted forthright and

fell to going round about the world without purpose, and indeed I was become under the dominion of a woman without worth or honour; and I went

round about on this wise all that my day and night, but happened not upon tidings of her; and thus I did on the morrow..74. The Simpleton and the

Sharper ccclxxxviii.Advantages of Patience, Of the, i. 89..Then, when he rode to his house that he had bought, the shopkeeper and his wife came to

him and gave him joy of his safety; whereupon he ordered them three swift thoroughbred horses and ten dromedaries and an hundred head of sheep

and clad them both in sumptuous dresses of honour. Then he chose out ten slave-girls and ten black slaves and fifty horses and the like number of

she- camels and three hundred head of sheep, together with twenty ounces of musk and as many of camphor, and sent all this to the King of

Baghdad. When this came to Ins ben Cais, his wit fled for joy and he was perplexed wherewithal to requite him. Moreover, El Abbas gave gifts and

largesse and bestowed dresses of honour upon great and small, each after the measure of his station, save only Mariyeh; for unto her he sent

nothing..Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The Seventh, iii. 224..? ? ? ? ? g. The King's Son and the Ogress dlxxxi.Three Men and our Lord Jesus, The,

i. 282..I swear by his life, yea, I swear by the life of my love without peer, iii. 21..Then he folded the letter and sealing it, delivered it to the damsel,

who took it and carried it to her mistress. When the princess read the letter and apprehended its contents, she said, "Meseemeth he recalleth to me

that which I did aforetime." Then she called for inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.The money-changer thought they did but finesse

with him, that they might get the ass at their own price; but, when they went away from him and he had long in vain awaited their return, he cried

out, saying, 'Woe!' and 'Ruin!' and 'Alack, my sorry chance!' and shrieked aloud and tore his clothes. So the people of the market assembled to him

and questioned him of his case; whereupon he acquainted them with his plight and told them what the sharpers had said and how they had beguiled

him and how it was they who had cajoled him into buying an ass worth half a hundred dirhems (47) for five thousand and five hundred. (48) His

friends blamed him and a company of the folk laughed at him and marvelled at his folly and his credulity in accepting the sharpers' talk, without

suspicion, and meddling with that which he understood not and thrusting himself into that whereof he was not assured..Accordingly, the king bade

fetch the girl [and she came]. Then there befell that which befell of his foregathering with the elder sister, and when he went up to his couch, that

he might sleep, the younger sister said to the elder, 'I conjure thee by Allah, O my sister, an thou be not asleep, tell us a story of thy goodly stories,

wherewithal we may beguile the watches of our night, against morning come and parting.' 'With all my heart,' answered she and fell to relating to

her, whilst the king listened. Her story was goodly and delightful, and whilst she was in the midst of telling it, the dawn broke. Now the king's heart

clave to the hearing of the rest of the story; so he respited her till the morrow, and when it was the next night, she told him a story concerning the

marvels of the lands and the extraordinary chances of the folk, that was yet stranger and rarer than the first. In the midst of the story, the day

appeared and she was silent from the permitted speech. So he let her live till the ensuing night, so he might hear the completion of the story and

after put her to death..Meanwhile, El Abbas betook himself to his father's camp, which was pitched in the Green Meadow, by the side of the Tigris,

and none might make his way between the tents, for the much interlacement of the tent-ropes. When the prince reached the first of the tents, the

guards and servants came out to meet him from all sides and escorted him till he drew near the sitting-place of his father, who knew of his coming.

So he issued forth of his pavilion and coming to meet his son, kissed him and made much of him. Then they returned together to the royal pavilion

and when they had seated themselves and the guards had taken up their station in attendance on them, the king said to El Abbas, "O my son, make

ready thine affair, so we may go to our own land, for that the folk in our absence are become as they were sheep without a shepherd." El Abbas

looked at his father and wept till he swooned away, and when he recovered from his swoon, he improvised and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ?

? God knows I ne'er recalled thy memory to my thought, But still with brimming tears straightway mine eyes were fraught;.32. The Mock Khalif
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cclxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? b. The Singer and the Druggist dccclxxxviii.166. Aboulhusn of Khorassan dcccclix.So, when the night darkened, we sallied forth

to make our round, attended by men with sharp swords, and went round about the streets and compassed the city, till we came to the by-street

where was the woman, and it was the middle of the night Here we smelt rich scents and heard the clink of earrings; so I said to my comrades,

"Methinks I spy an apparition," And the captain of the watch said, "See what it is." So I came forward and entering the lane, came presently out

again and said, "I have found a fair woman and she tells me that she is from the Citadel and that the night surprised her and she espied this street

and seeing its cleanness and the goodliness of its ordinance, knew that it appertained to a man of rank and that needs must there be in it a guardian

to keep watch over it, wherefore she took shelter therein." Quoth the captain of the watch to me, "Take her and carry her to thy house." But I

answered, "I seek refuge with Allah! (93) My house is no place of deposit (94) and on this woman are trinkets and apparel [of price]. By Allah, we

will not deposit her save with Amin el Hukrn, in whose street she hath been since the first of the darkness; wherefore do thou leave her with him till

the break of day." And he said, "As thou wilt." Accordingly, I knocked at the Cadi's door and out came a black slave of his slaves, to whom said I,

"O my lord, take this woman and let her be with you till break of day, for that the lieutenant of the Amir Ilmeddin hath found her standing at the

door of your house, with trinkets and apparel [of price] on her, and we feared lest her responsibility be upon you; (95) wherefore it is most fit that

she pass the night with you." So the slave opened and took her in with him..The old man carried Tuhfeh up [to the dais and seated her] on a chair of

gold beside the throne, whilst she was amazed at that which she saw in that place and magnified her Lord (extolled be His perfection and exalted be

He!) and hallowed Him. Then the kings of the Jinn came up to the throne and seated themselves thereon; and they were in the semblance of

mortals, excepting two of them, who were in the semblance of the Jinn, with eyes slit endlong and jutting horns and projecting tusks. After this

there came up a young lady, fair of favour and pleasant of parts; the light of her face outshone that of the flambeaux, and about her were other three

women, than whom there were no fairer on the face of the earth. They saluted Tuhfeh and she rose to them and kissed the earth before them;

whereupon they embraced her and sat down on the chairs aforesaid..There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, a king of the kings

of the time, by name Shah Bekht, who had troops and servants and guards galore and a vizier called Er Rehwan, who was wise, understanding, a

man of good counsel and a cheerful acceptor of the commandments of God the Most High, to whom belong might and majesty. The king

committed to him the affairs of his kingdom and his subjects and said according to his word, and on this wise he abode a long space of time..Unto

its pristine lustre your land returned and more, iii. 132..I abode in my house, ill, a whole month; after which I went to the bath and coming out,

opened my shop [and sat selling and buying as usual], but saw no more of the man or the woman, till, one day, there stopped before my shop a

young man, [a Turcoman], as he were the full moon; and he was a sheep-merchant and had with him a bag, wherein was money, the price of sheep

that he had sold. He was followed by the woman, and when he stopped at my shop, she stood by his side and cajoled him, and indeed he inclined to

her with a great inclination. As for me, I was consumed with solicitude for him and fell to casting furtive glances at him and winked at him, till he

chanced to look round and saw me winking at him; whereupon the woman looked at me and made a sign with her hand and went away. The

Turcoman followed her and I counted him dead, without recourse; wherefore I feared with an exceeding fear and shut my shop. Then I journeyed

for a year's space and returning, opened my shop; whereupon, behold, the woman came up to me and said, 'This is none other than a great absence.'

Quoth I, 'I have been on a journey;' and she said, 'Why didst thou wink at the Turcoman?' 'God forbid!' answered I. 'I did not wink at him.' Quoth

she, 'Beware lest thou cross me;' and went away..? ? ? ? ? Whenas the soul desireth one other than its peer, It winneth not of fortune the wish it

holdeth dear..Indeed, many of the notables of the people have sought her of me in marriage, but I would not marry her to any, for that, one night, I

saw, in a dream, the balance aforesaid set up and men and women being weighed, one against the other, therein, and meseemed I saw thee [and her]

and it was said to me, "This is such a man, (217) the allotted portion of such a woman." (218) Wherefore I knew that God the Most High had

allotted unto her none other than thyself, and I choose rather to marry thee to her in my lifetime than that thou shouldst marry her after my

death.'.On the third day I said to myself, "Thou art mad or witless!" For I was going about in quest of a woman who knew me and I knew her not,

seeing that indeed she was veiled, [whenas I saw her]. Then I went round about the third day till the hour of afternoon prayer, and sore was my

concern and my chagrin, for I knew that there abode to me of my life but [till] the morrow, when the chief of the police would seek me. When it

was the time of sundown, I passed through one of the streets, and beheld a woman at a window. Her door was ajar and she was clapping her hands

and casting furtive glances at me, as who should say, "Come up by the door." So I went up, without suspicion, and when I entered, she rose and

clasped me to her breast 1 marvelled at her affair and she said to me, "I am she whom thou depositedst with Amin el Hukm." Quoth I to her, "O my

sister, I have been going round and round in quest of thee, for indeed thou hast done a deed that will be chronicled in history and hast cast me into

slaughter (100) on thine account." "Sayst thou this to me," asked she, "and thou captain of men?" And I answered, "How should I not be troubled,

seeing that I am in concern [for an affair] that I turn over and over [in my mind], more by token that I abide my day long going about [searching for

thee] and in the night I watch its stars [for wakefulness]?" Quoth she, "Nought shall betide but good, and thou shalt get the better of him.".Upon the

parting day our loves from us did fare, iii. 114..Accordingly, one night, when they were alone with the king and he leant back, as he were asleep,

they said these words and the king heard it all and was like to die of rage and said in himself, 'These are young boys, not come to years of

discretion, and have no intrigue with any; and except they had heard these words from some one, they had not spoken with each other thereof.'

When it was morning, wrath overmastered him, so that he stayed not neither deliberated, but summoned Abou Temam and taking him apart, said to
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him, 'Whoso guardeth not his lord's honour, (126) what behoveth unto him?' Quoth Abou Temam, 'It behoveth that his lord guard not his honour.'

'And whoso entereth the king's house and playeth the traitor with him,' continued the king, 'what behoveth unto him?' And Abou Temam answered,

'He shall not be left on life.' Whereupon the king spat in his face and said to him, 'Both these things hast thou done.' Then he drew his dagger on

him in haste and smiting him in the belly, slit it and he died forthright; whereupon the king dragged him to a well that was in his palace and cast

him therein..?Story of King Ibrahim and His Son..Now his parts and fashions pleased the Khalif and the excellence of his composition and his

frankness, and he said in himself, "I will assuredly make him my cup- companion and sitting-mate." So he rose forthright and saying to Mesrour,

"Take him up," [returned to the palace]. Accordingly, Mesrour took up Aboulhusn and carrying him to the palace of the Khalifate, set him down

before Er Reshid, who bade the slaves and slave- girls encompass him about, whilst he himself hid in a place where Aboulhusn could not see

him..?STORY OF THE KING WHO KNEW THE QUINTESSENCE (204) OF THINGS..The prefect released the man and gave him back all that

the thieves had taken from him; and he laid hands on the woman and the rest and took forth of the house treasures galore. Amongst the rest, they

found the money-bag of the Turcoman sheep-merchant. The thieves they nailed up incontinent against the wall of the house, whilst, as for the

woman, they wrapped her in one of her veils and nailing her [to a board, set her] upon a camel and went round about the town with her. Thus God

razed their dwelling-places and did away from me that which I feared. All this befell, whilst I looked on, and I saw not my friend who had saved

me from them the first time, whereat I marvelled to the utterest of marvel. However, some days afterward, he came up to me, and indeed he had

renounced (130) [the world] and donned a fakir's habit; and he saluted me and went away..After this, she abode with the four queens, till they arose

and entered the palace, where she found the candles lit and ranged in candlesticks of gold and silver and censing-vessels of gold and silver, filled

with aloes-wood and ambergris, and there were the kings of the Jinn sitting. So she saluted them, kissing the earth before them and doing them

worship; and they rejoiced in her and in her sight. Then she ascended [the estrade] and sat down upon her chair, whilst King Es Shisban and King

El Muzfir and Queen Louloueh and [other] the kings of the Jinn sat on chairs, and they brought tables of choice, spread with all manner meats

befitting kings. They ate their fill; after which the tables were removed and they washed their hands and wiped them with napkins. Then they

brought the wine-service and set on bowls and cups and flagons and hanaps of gold and silver and beakers of crystal and gold; and they poured out

the wines and filled the flagons..? ? ? ? ? Whenas its jar was opened, the singers prostrate fell In worship of its brightness, it shone so

wonder-clear..The head wept exceeding sore and said, 'O my lady, indeed thou hast solaced my heart, and I have nought but my life; so take it.'

Quoth she, 'An I but knew that thou wouldst bring me news of my lord Er Reshid, it were liefer to me than the empery of the world.' And the head

answered her, saying, 'It shall be done as thou desirest.' Then it disappeared and returning to her at the last of the night, said, 'Know, O my lady,

that I have been to thy palace and have questioned one of the haunters thereof of the case of the Commander of the Faithful and that which befell

him after thee; and he said, "When the Commander of the Faithful came to Tuhfeh's lodging and found her not and saw no sign of her, he buffeted

his face and head and rent his clothes. Now there was in thy lodging the eunuch, the chief of thy household, and he cried out at him, saying, 'Bring

me Jaafer the Barmecide and his father and brother forthright.' The eunuch went out, confounded in his wit for fear of the Commander of the

Faithful, and whenas he came to Jaafer, he said to him, 'Come to the Commander of the Faithful, thou and thy father and brother.' So they arose in

haste and betaking themselves to the Khalif's presence, said to him, 'O Commander of the Faithful, what is to do?' Quoth he, 'There is that to do

which overpasseth description. Know that I locked the door and taking the key with me, betook myself to the daughter of mine uncle, with whom I

lay the night; but, when I arose in the morning and came and opened the door, I found no sign of Tuhfeh.' 'O Commander of the Faithful,' rejoined

Jaafer, 'have patience, for that the damsel hath been snatched away, and needs must she return, seeing she took the lute with her, and it is her [own]

lute. The Jinn have assuredly carried her off and we trust in God the Most High that she will return.' Quoth the Khalif, ' This (221) is a thing that

may nowise be' And he abode in her lodging, eating not neither drinking, what while the Barmecides besought him to go forth to the folk; and he

weepeth and abideth on this wise till she shall return." This, then, is that which hath betided him after thee.'.Then he raised his head to the Magian

and said to him, 'Say thy say, thou also.' So the Magian said, 'This is my slave-girl, whom I bought with my money from such a land and for so

many dinars, and I made her my favourite (67) and loved her with an exceeding love and gave her charge over my good; but she betrayed me in my

substance and plotted with one of my servants to slay me, tempting him by promising him that she would be his wife. When I knew this of her and

was certified that she purposed treason against me, I awoke [from my heedlessness] and did with her that which I did, of fear for myself from her

craft and perfidy; for indeed she is a beguiler with her tongue and she hath taught these two youths this pretence, by way of trickery and of her

perfidy and malice: so be thou not deluded by her and by her talk.'.? ? ? ? ? My maker reserved me for generous men And the niggard and sland'rer

to use me forebade..It befell one day that the king had occasion to make a journey; so he called his Vizier Kardan and said to him, 'I have a trust to

commit to thy care, and it is yonder damsel, my wife, the daughter of the Vizier [Zourkhan], and I desire that thou keep her and guard her thyself,

for that there is not in the world aught dearer to me than she.' Quoth Kardan in himself, 'Of a truth, the king honoureth me with an exceeding

honour [in entrusting me] with this damsel.' And he answered 'With all my heart.'.So he went walking in the thoroughfares of the city and viewing

its ordinance and its markets and thoroughfares and gazing on its folk. Presently, Abou Nuwas met him. (Now he was of those of whom it is said,

"They love the fair," (8) and indeed there is said what is said concerning him. (9) When he saw Noureddin Ali, he stared at him in amazement and

exclaimed, "Say, I take refuge with the Lord of the Daybreak!" (10) Then he accosted the young Damascene and saluting him, said to him, "Why
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do I see my lord alone and forlorn? Meseemeth thou art a stranger and knowest not this country; so, with my lord's permission, I will put myself at

his service and acquaint him with the streets, for that I know this city." Quoth Noureddin, "This will be of thy favour, O uncle." Whereat Abou

Nuwas rejoiced and fared on with him, showing him the markets and thoroughfares, till they came to the house of a slave-dealer, where he stopped

and said to the youth, "From what city art thou?" "From Damascus," answered Noureddin; and Abou Nuwas said, "By Allah, thou art from a

blessed city, even as saith of it the poet in the following verses:.To return to the king's daughter of whom the prince went in quest and on whose

account he was slain. She had been used to look out from the top of her palace and gaze on the youth and on his beauty and grace; so she said to her

slave-girl one day, 'Harkye! What is come of the troops that were encamped beside my palace?' Quoth the maid, 'They were the troops of the youth,

the king's son of the Persians, who came to demand thee in marriage, and wearied himself on thine account, but thou hadst no compassion on him.'

'Out on thee!' cried the princess. 'Why didst thou not tell me?' And the damsel answered, 'I feared thy wrath.' Then she sought an audience of the

king her father and said to him, 'By Allah, I will go in quest of him, even as he came in quest of me; else should I not do him justice.'.41. Jaafer ben

Yehya (229) and the Man who forged a Letter in his Name dlxvi.? ? ? ? ? m. The Boy and the Thieves dcxxvii.Sailor and Hindbad the Porter,

Sindbad the, iii. 199..Quoth Shefikeh, "My mistress hath occasion for thee; so come thou with me and I will engage to restore thee to thy dwelling

in weal and safety." But the nurse answered, saying, "Indeed, her palace is become forbidden (103) to me and never again will I enter therein, for

that God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) of His favour and bounty hath rendered me independent of her." So Shefikeh returned to

her mistress and acquainted her with the nurse's words and that wherein she was of affluence; whereupon Mariyeh confessed the unseemliness of

her dealing with her and repented, whenas repentance profited her not; and she abode in that her case days and nights, whilst the fire of longing

flamed in her heart..The Merciful dyed me with that which I wear, ii. 245..An if ye'd of evil be quit, look that no evil ye do, ii. 192..94. The Man's

Dispute with the Learned Woman of the relative Excellence of the Sexes dclxxxiii.When she had made an end of her song, she wept till she made

the bystanders weep and the Lady Zubeideh condoled with her and said to her, "God on thee, O Sitt el Milah, sing us somewhat, so we may

hearken to thee." "Hearkening and obedience," answered the damsel and sang the following verses:.One day, King Suleiman Shah went in to his

brother's daughter and kissing her head, said to her, 'Thou art my daughter and dearer to me than a child, for the love of thy father deceased;

wherefore I am minded to marry thee to one of my sons and appoint him my heir apparent, so he may be king after me. Look, then, which thou wilt

have of my sons, for that thou hast been reared with them and knowest them.' The damsel arose and kissing his hand, said to him, 'O my lord, I am

thine handmaid and thou art the ruler over me; so whatsoever pleaseth thee, do, for that thy wish is higher and more honourable and nobler [than

mine] and if thou wouldst have me serve thee, [as a handmaid], the rest of my life, it were liefer to me than any [husband].'.Then they arose and

went up to the palace, whereupon the trays of food were brought and they ate and drank; after which quoth Queen Es Shuhba, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to us,

by way of thankoffering for thy deliverance, and favour us with that which shall solace our minds, for that indeed my mind hath been occupied

with thee.' Quoth Tuhfeh 'Hearkening and obedience, O my lady.' So she improvised and sang the following verses:.So the sharper took the two

thousand dinars and made off; and when he was gone, the merchant said to his friend, the [self-styled] man of wit and intelligence, 'Harkye, such an

one! Thou and I are like unto the hawk and the locust.' 'What was their case?' asked the other; and the merchant said,.Now the four women who

thus accosted Tuhfeh were the princess Kemeriyeh, daughter of King Es Shisban, and her sisters; and Kemeriyeh loved Tuhfeh with an exceeding

love. So, when she came up to her, she fell to kissing and embracing her, and Iblis said, 'Fair befall you! Take me between you.' At this Tuhfeh

laughed and Kemeriyeh said, 'O my sister, I love thee and doubtless hearts have their evidences, (197) for, since I saw thee, I have loved thee.' 'By

Allah,' replied Tuhfeh, 'hearts have deeps, (198) and thou, by Allah, art dear to me and I am thy handmaid.' Kemeriyeh thanked her for this and said

to her, 'These are the wives of the kings of the Jinn: salute them. This is Queen Jemreh, (199) that is Queen Wekhimeh and this other is Queen

Sherareh, and they come not but for thee.' So Tuhfeh rose to her feet and kissed their hands, and the three queens kissed her and welcomed her and

entreated her with the utmost honour..Three men once went out in quest of riches and came upon a block of gold, weighing a hundred pounds.

When they saw it, they took it up on their shoulders and fared on with it, till they drew near a certain city, when one of them said, 'Let us sit in the

mosque, whilst one of us goes and buys us what we may eat." So they sat down in the mosque and one of them arose and entered the city. When he

came therein, his soul prompted him to play his fellows false and get the gold for himself alone. So he bought food and poisoned it; but, when he

returned to his comrades, they fell upon him and slew him, so they might enjoy the gold without him. Then they ate of the [poisoned] food and

died, and the gold abode cast down over against them..However, after awhile, one of the women took pity on me and brought me a rag of thin stuff

and cast it on me. With this I covered my privities, and no more, and abode awhile thus. Then said I in myself, "The husbands of these women will

presently gather together on me and I shall be disgraced." So I went out by another door of the house, and young and old crowded about me,

running after me and saying, "A madman! A madman!" till I came to my house and knocked at the door; whereupon out came my wife and seeing

me naked, tall, bareheaded, cried out and ran in again, saying,"This is a madman, a Satan!" But, when she and my family knew me, they rejoiced

and said to me, "What aileth thee?" I told them that thieves had taken my clothes and stripped me and had been like to kill me; and when I told

them that they would have killed me, they praised God the Most High and gave me joy of my safety. So consider the craft of this woman and this

device that she practised upon me, for all my pretensions to sleight and quickwittedness.'.Then she changed the measure and the mode and sang the

following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Till in a robe of sandal green 'twas clad And veil that blended rose and flame (216) in hue..Me, till I stricken was
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therewith, to love thou didst excite, iii. 113.Mamoun (El) and Zubeideh, i. 199..To return to King El Aziz. When his son El Abbas left him, he was

desolated for him with an exceeding desolation, he and his mother; and when tidings of him tarried long and the appointed time passed [and the

prince returned not], the king caused public proclamation to be made, commanding all his troops to make ready to mount and go forth in quest of

his son El Abbas at the end of three days, after which time no cause of hindrance nor excuse should be admitted unto any. So on the fourth day, the

king bade number the troops, and behold, they were four-and-twenty thousand horse, besides servants and followers. Accordingly, they reared the

standards and the drums beat to departure and the king set out [with his army], intending for Baghdad; nor did he cease to fare on with all diligence,

till he came within half a day's journey of the city and bade his troops encamp in [a place there called] the Green Meadow. So they pitched the tents

there, till the country was straitened with them, and set up for the king a pavilion of green brocade, broidered with pearls and jewels.
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