Laltra Scarpetta
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When Belekhsha had made an end of her verses, all present were moved to delight and El Abbas said to her, "Well done, O damsel!" Then he bade
the fifth damsel come forward and sing. Now she was from the land of Syria and her name was Rihaneh; she was surpassing of voice and when she
appeared in an assembly, all eyes were fixed upon her. So she came forward and taking the rebeck (for that she was used to play upon [all manner]
instruments) improvised and sang the following verses:.I swear by his life, yea, I swear by the life of my love without peer, iii. 21..? ? ? ? ? The
curtain of delight, perforce, we've lifted through the friend, (143) For tidings of great joy, indeed, there came to us of late..Three Men and our Lord
Jesus, The, i. 282..? ? ? ? ? How long, O Fate, wilt thou oppress and baffle me?.12. The Waterfowl and the Tortoise cxlviii.82. Said ben Salim and
the Barmecides cccxcii.When the evening evened, the king summoned the vizier and required of him the hearing of the [promised] story. So he
said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king, that.He abode weeping for the loss of his wife and children till the morning, when he went forth
wandering at a venture, knowing not what he should do, and gave not over faring along the sea-shore days and nights, unknowing whither he went
and taking no food therein other than the herbs of the earth and seeing neither man nor beast nor other living thing, till his travel brought him to the
top of a mountain. He took up his sojourn in the mountain and abode there [awhile] alone, eating of its fruits and drinking of its waters. Then he
came down thence and fared on along the high road three days, at the end of which time he came upon tilled fields and villages and gave not over
going till he sighted a great city on the shore of the sea and came to the gate thereof at the last of the day. The gatekeepers suffered him not to enter;
so he abode his night anhungred, and when he arose in the morning, be sat down hard by the gate.."Away with him from me! Who is at the door?"
"Kutheiyir Azzeh," (52) replied Adi, and Omar said, "It is he who says in one of his odes ... " [And he repeated the following verses:].So Belehwan
the froward abode king in his father's room and his affairs prospered, what while the young Melik Shah lay in the underground dungeon four
full-told years, till his charms faded and his favour changed. When God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) willed to relieve him and
bring him forth of the prison, Belehwan sat one day with his chief officers and the grandees of his state and discoursed with them of the story of
King Suleiman Shah and what was in his heart. Now there were present certain viziers, men of worth, and they said to him, 'O king, verily God
hath been bountiful unto thee and hath brought thee to thy wish, so that thou art become king in thy father's stead and hast gotten thee that which
thou soughtest. But, as for this boy, there is no guilt in him, for that, from the day of his coming into the world, he hath seen neither ease nor
joyance, and indeed his favour is faded and his charms changed [with long prison]. What is his offence that he should merit this punishment?
Indeed, it is others than he who were to blame, and God hath given thee the victory over them, and there is no fault in this poor wight.' Quoth
Belehwan, 'Indeed, it is as ye say; but I am fearful of his craft and am not assured from his mischief; belike the most part of the folk will incline
unto him.' 'O king,' answered they, 'what is this boy and what power hath he? If thou fear him, send him to one of the frontiers.' And Belehwan
said, 'Ye say sooth: we will send him to be captain over such an one of the marches.'.?THE SIXTH OFFICER'S STORY..When it was the tenth
day, (now this day was called El Mihrjan (129) and it was the day of the coming in of the folk, gentle and simple, to the king, so they might give
him joy and salute him and go forth), the counsel of the viziers fell of accord that they should speak with a company of the notables of the city [and
urge them to demand of the king that he should presently put the youth to death]. So they said to them, "When ye go in to-day to the king and salute
him, do ye say to him, 'O king, (to God be the praise!) thou art praiseworthy of policy and governance, just to all thy subjects; but this youth, to
whom thou hast been bountiful, yet hath he reverted to his base origin and wrought this foul deed, what is thy purpose in his continuance [on life]?
Indeed, thou hast prisoned him in thy house, and every day thou hearest his speech and thou knowest not what the folk say.'" And they answered
with "Hearkening and obedience.".Then said Azadbekht to him (and indeed his words were [prompted] by anger and those of the youth by presence
of mind and good breeding), "I bought thee with my money and looked for fidelity from thee, wherefore I chose thee over all my grandees and
servants and made thee keeper of my treasuries. Why, then, hast thou outraged my honour and entered my house and played the traitor with me and
tookest no thought unto that which I have done thee of benefits?" "O king," answered the youth, "I did this not of my choice and freewill and I had
no [evil] intent in being there; but, of the littleness of my luck, I was driven thither, for that fate was contrary and fair fortune lacking. Indeed, I had
striven with all endeavour that nought of foul should proceed from me and kept watch over myself, lest default appear in me; but none may avail to
make head against ill fortune, nor doth endeavour profit in case of lack of luck, as appeareth by the example of the merchant who was stricken with
ill luck and his endeavour profited him not and he succumbed to the badness of his fortune." "What is the story of the merchant," asked the king,
"and how was his luck changed upon him by the sorriness of his fortune?" "May God prolong the king's continuance!" answered the youth..So Iblis
the Accursed drank and said, 'Well done, O desire of hearts! but thou owest me yet another song.' Then he filled the cup and signed to her to sing.
Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience,' and sang the following verses:.Shah Bekht and his Vizier Er Rehwan, King, i. 215..N.B.--The Roman
numerals denote the volume, the Arabic the page.? ? ? ? ? A white one, from her sheath of tresses now laid bare And now again concealed in black,
luxuriant hair; (256).? ? ? ? ? O ye who have withered my heart and marred my hearing and my sight, Desire and transport for your sake wax on me
night and day..When he was gone, the old man bade the trooper wash the kitchen-vessels and made ready passing goodly food. When the king
returned, he set the meat before him, and he tasted food whose like he had never known; whereat he marvelled and asked who had dressed it. So
they acquainted him with the old man's case and he summoned him to his presence and awarded him a handsome recompense. (207) Moreover, he
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commanded that they should cook together, he and the cook, and the old man obeyed his commandment..?STORY OF THE OLD WOMAN, THE
MERCHANT AND THE KING..EL MELIK EZ ZAHIR RUKNEDDIN BIBERS EL BUNDUCDARI AND THE SIXTEEN OFFICERS OF
POLICE. (83).?OF THE SPEEDY RELIEF OF GOD..101. The Mad Lover ccccxi.Quoth the company, 'Tell us thy story and expound it unto us, so
we may see that which it hath of extraordinary.' And he said 'Know, then, that.? ? ? ? ? d. The Tailor's Story cxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? God knows I ne'er
recalled thy memory to my thought, But still with brimming tears straightway mine eyes were fraught;.81. The Foolish Schoolmaster dclxvi.73.
Mohammed el Amin and Jaafer ben el Hadi dclvii.? ? ? ? ? Alack, my grief! Thou wast, indeed, grown absent from my yiew, Yet art the apple of
mine eye nor couldst from me divide..The draper answered with "Hearkening and obedience" and going forth from the deputy's presence, betook
himself to his shop and brought out thence [the casket and] somewhat considerable, which he removed to his house. At break of day he arose and
going to his shop, broke the lock and cried out and shrieked and called [on God for help,] till the folk assembled about him and all who were in the
city were present, whereupon he cried out to them, saying even as the prefect had bidden him; and this was bruited abroad. Then he made for the
prefecture and presenting himself before the chief of the police, cried out and complained and made a show of distraction..There was once a king of
the kings of Hind, who was goodly of polity, praiseworthy in administration, just to his subjects, beneficent to men of learning and piety and
asceticism and devoutness and worship and shunning traitors and froward folk and those of lewd life. On this wise of polity he abode in his
kingship what God the Most High willed of days and hours and years, and he married the daughter of his father's brother, a beautiful and lovesome
woman, endowed with brightness and perfection, who had been reared in the king's house in splendour and delight. She bore him two sons, the
comeliest that might be of boys. Then came fore-ordained fate, which there is no warding off, and God the Most High raised up against the king
another king, who came forth upon his realm, and all the folk of the city, who had a mind unto evil and lewdness, joined themselves unto him. So
he fortified himself against the king and made himself master of his kingdom, putting his troops to the rout and slaying his guards..? ? ? ? ? O thou
my inclining to love him that blamest, Shall lovers be blamed for the errors of Fate?.156. Khelifeh the Fisherman of Baghdad cccxxxii.? ? ? ? ? So,
by Allah, O richest of all men in charms, Vouchsafe to a lover, who's bankrupt well-nigh.Then he gave me the present and letter and money for my
expenses. So I kissed his hand and going out from before him, repaired to the sea-coast, where I took ship with many other merchants and we sailed
days and nights, till, after a prosperous voyage, God vouchsafed us a safe arrival at the island of Serendib. We landed and went up to the city,
where I carried the letter and present to the king and kissing the earth fell [prostrate before him], invoking blessings on him. When he saw me,
'Welcome to thee, O Sindbad!' quoth he. 'By the Most Great God, we have longed for thy sight and the day is blessed on which we behold thee
once more.' Then he took my hand and seating me by his side, welcomed me and entreated me friendly and rejoiced in me with an exceeding joy;
after which he fell to conversing with me and caressing me and said, 'What brings thee to us, O Sindbad?' I kissed his hand and thanking him, said,
'O my lord, I bring thee a present and a letter from my lord the Khalif Haroun er Reshid.' Then I brought out to him the present and the letter and he
read the latter and accepted the former, rejoicing therein with an exceeding joy..Meimoun was silent and Iblis turned to Tuhfeh and said to her,
'Sing to the kings of the Jinn this day and to-night until the morrow, when the boy will be circumcised and each shall return to his own place.' So
she took the lute and Kemeriyeh said to her, (now she had in her hand a cedrat), 'O my sister, sing to me on this cedrat.' 'Hearkening and
obedience,' replied Tuhfeh, and improvising, sang the following verses:.When the king heard this, he bowed [his head] in perplexity and confusion
and said, "Carry him back to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair.".The messenger wished him joy of the bath and exceeded in
doing him worship. Then he said to him, "The king biddeth thee in weal." (82) "Hearkening and obedience," answered El Abbas and accompanied
the messenger to the king's palace..When Sindbad the Sailor had made an end of his story, he bade his servant give the porter an hundred mithcals
of gold and said to him, "How now, my brother! Hast ever in the world heard of one whom such calamities have betided as have betided me and
hath any suffered that which I have suffered of afflictions or undergone that which I have undergone of hardships? Wherefore it behoveth that I
have these pleasures in requital of that which I have undergone of travail and humiliations." So the porter came forward and kissing the merchant's
hands, said to him, "O my lord, thou hast indeed suffered grievous perils and hast well deserved these bounteous favours [that God hath vouchsafed
thee]. Abide, then, O my lord, in thy delights and put away from thee [the remembrance of] thy troubles; and may God the Most High crown thine
enjoyments with perfection and accomplish thy days in pleasance until the hour of thine admission [to His mercy]!".So on the morrow, early, he
took the stuff and carrying it to the market whence it had been stolen, sat down at the shop whence it had been stolen and gave it to the broker, who
took it and cried it for sale. Its owner knew it and bidding for it, [bought it] and sent after the chief of the police, who seized the sharper and seeing
him an old man of venerable appearance, handsomely clad, said to him, "Whence hadst thou this piece of stuff?" "I had it from this market,"
answered he, "and from yonder shop where I was sitting." Quoth the prefect, "Did its owner sell it to thee?" "Nay," replied the thief; "I stole it and
other than it." Then said the magistrate, "How camest thou to bring it [for sale] to the place whence thou stolest it?" And he answered, "I will not
tell my story save to the Sultan, for that I have an advertisement (154) wherewith I would fain bespeak him." Quoth the prefect, "Name it." And the
thief said, "Art thou the Sultan?" "No," replied the other; and the old man said, "I will not tell it but to himself.".When the Khalif returned from the
chase, he betook himself to Tuhfeh's pavilion and bringing out the key, opened the door and went in to her. She rose to receive him and kissed his
hand, and he took her to his breast and seated her on his knee. Then food was brought to them and they ate and washed their hands; after which she
took the lute and sang, till Er Reshid was moved to sleep. When she was ware of this, she left singing and told him her adventure with the Lady
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Zubeideh, saying, 'O Commander of the Faithful, I would have thee do me a favour and heal my heart and accept my intercession and reject not my
word, but go forthright to the Lady Zubeideh's lodging.' Now this talk befell after he had stripped himself naked and she also had put off her
clothes; and he said, 'Thou shouldst have named this before we stripped ourselves naked.' But she answered, saying, ' O Commander of the
Faithful, I did this not but in accordance with the saying of the poet in the following verses:.The company marvelled at this story and the ninth
officer came forward and said, 'I will tell you a right goodly story I heard at a wedding..Accordingly, one night, when they were alone with the king
and he leant back, as he were asleep, they said these words and the king heard it all and was like to die of rage and said in himself, 'These are young
boys, not come to years of discretion, and have no intrigue with any; and except they had heard these words from some one, they had not spoken
with each other thereof.' When it was morning, wrath overmastered him, so that he stayed not neither deliberated, but summoned Abou Temam and
taking him apart, said to him, 'Whoso guardeth not his lord's honour, (126) what behoveth unto him?' Quoth Abou Temam, 'It behoveth that his
lord guard not his honour.' 'And whoso entereth the king's house and playeth the traitor with him,' continued the king, 'what behoveth unto him?'
And Abou Temam answered, 'He shall not be left on life.' Whereupon the king spat in his face and said to him, 'Both these things hast thou done.'
Then he drew his dagger on him in haste and smiting him in the belly, slit it and he died forthright; whereupon the king dragged him to a well that
was in his palace and cast him therein..Then said she to me, "To-morrow morning, when Amin el Hukm cometh, have patience with him till he
have made an end of his speech, and when he is silent, return him no answer; and if the prefect say to thee, 'What ailest thee that thou answereth
him not?' do thou reply, 'O lord, know that the two words are not alike, but there is no [helper] for him who is undermost (101), save God the Most
High.' (102) The Cadi will say, 'What is the meaning of thy saying," The two words are not alike"?' And do thou make answer, saying, 'I deposited
with thee a damsel from the palace of the Sultan, and most like some losel of thy household hath transgressed against her or she hath been privily
murdered. Indeed, there were on her jewels and raiment worth a thousand dinars, and hadst thou put those who are with thee of slaves and
slave-girls to the question, thou hadst assuredly lit on some traces [of the crime].' When he heareth this from thee, his agitation will redouble and he
will be confounded and will swear that needs must thou go with him to his house; but do thou say, 'That will I not do, for that I am the party
aggrieved, more by token that I am under suspicion with thee.' If he redouble in calling [on God for aid] and conjure thee by the oath of divorce,
saying, 'Needs must thou come,' do thou say, 'By Allah, I will not go, except the prefect come also.'.Sons, The Merchant and his, i. 81..34. The City
of Irem dxxxviii.The folk flocked about them, to divert themselves with watching the play, and they called the bystanders to witness of the wager
and fell a-playing. El Abbas forbore the merchant, so he might lead him on, and procrastinated with him awhile; and the merchant won and took of
him the hundred dinars. Then said the prince, "Wilt thou play another game?" And the other answered, "O youth, I will not play again, except it be
for a thousand dinars." Quoth the prince, "Whatsoever thou stakest, I will match thy stake with the like thereof." So the merchant brought out a
thousand dinars and the prince covered them with other thousand. Then they fell a-playing, but El Abbas was not long with him ere he beat him in
the square of the elephant, (77) nor did he leave to do thus till he had beaten him four times and won of him four thousand dinars..? ? ? ? ? A
damsel made for love and decked with subtle grace; Thou'dst deem the very sun had borrowed from her face..Now the king, who had plundered
Abou Sabir['s goods] and driven him forth of his village, had an enemy; and the latter took horse against him and overcame him and captured his
[capital] city; wherefore he addressed himself to flight and came to Abou Sabir's city, craving protection of him and seeking that he should succour
him. He knew not that the king of the city was the headman whom he had despoiled; so he presented himself before him and made complaint to
him; but Abou Sabir knew him and said to him, 'This is somewhat of the issue of patience. God the Most High hath given me power over thee.'
Then he bade his guards plunder the [unjust] king and his attendants; so they plundered them and stripping them of their clothes, put them forth of
his country. When Abou Sabir's troops saw this, they marvelled and said, 'What is this deed that the king doth? There cometh a king to him, craving
protection, and he despoileth him! This is not of the fashion of kings.' But they dared not [be]speak [him] of this..? ? ? ? ? I wander seeking East
and West for you, and every time Unto a camp I come, I'm told, "They've fared away again.".? ? ? ? ? And when the sun of morning sees her visage
and her smile, O'ercome. he hasteneth his face behind the clouds to hide..47. El Melik en Nasir and the three Masters of Police cccxliii.In every
rejoicing a boon (240) midst the singers and minstrels am I, ii. 258.Then the eunuchs went forth, that they might perfume the bath [for the use of
the brides]; so they essenced it with rose-water and willow-flower-water and bladders of musk and fumigated it with Cakili (191) aloes-wood and
ambergris. Then Shehrzad entered, she and her sister Dinarzad, and they cleansed their heads and clipped their hair. When they came forth of the
bath, they donned raiment and ornaments, [such as were] prepared for the kings of the Chosroes; and among Shehrzad's apparel was a dress
charactered with red gold and wroughten with semblants of birds and beasts. Moreover, they both encircled their necks with necklaces of jewels of
price, in the like whereof Iskender (192) rejoiced not, for therein were great jewels such as amazed the wit and the eye, and the thought was
bewildered at their charms, for indeed, each of them was brighter than the sun and the moon. Before them they kindled lighted flambeaux in
torch-holders of gold, but their faces outshone the flambeaux, for that they had eyes sharper than drawn swords and the lashes of their eyelids
ensorcelled all hearts. Their cheeks were rosy and their necks and shapes swayed gracefully and their eyes wantoned. And the slave-girls came to
meet them with instruments of music..?THE TENTH OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ec. Story of the Barber's Third Brother clvii.Thou that
the dupe of yearning art, how many a melting wight, iii. 86..20. Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar cliii.? ? ? ? ? So, O Aamir, haste thy going, e'en
as I do, so may I Heal my sickness and the draining of the cup of love essay;.When the evening evened, the king let fetch the vizier and required of
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him the [promised] story. So he said, "Know, O king, that.The two girls let me down from fourscore fathoms' height, i. 49..Quoth Alaeddin, "Thou
counsellest well," and locking up his shop, betook himself to the place before the citadel, where he foregathered with the drummers and pipers and
instructed them how they should do, [even as his mistress had counselled him,] promising them a handsome reward. So they answered him with
"Hearkening and obedience" and on the morrow, after the morning-prayer, he betook himself to the presence of the Cadi, who received him with
obsequious courtesy and seated him beside himself. Then he turned to him and fell to conversing with him and questioning him of matters of
selling and buying and of the price current of the various commodities that were exported to Baghdad from all parts, whilst Alaeddin replied to him
of all whereof he asked him..? ? ? ? ? e. King Dadbin and his Viziers cccclv.? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dl.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?
? ea. Story of the Barber's First Brother cxlv.7. Story of the Hunchback ci.The old man carried Tuhfeh up [to the dais and seated her] on a chair of
gold beside the throne, whilst she was amazed at that which she saw in that place and magnified her Lord (extolled be His perfection and exalted be
He!) and hallowed Him. Then the kings of the Jinn came up to the throne and seated themselves thereon; and they were in the semblance of
mortals, excepting two of them, who were in the semblance of the Jinn, with eyes slit endlong and jutting horns and projecting tusks. After this
there came up a young lady, fair of favour and pleasant of parts; the light of her face outshone that of the flambeaux, and about her were other three
women, than whom there were no fairer on the face of the earth. They saluted Tuhfeh and she rose to them and kissed the earth before them;
whereupon they embraced her and sat down on the chairs aforesaid..When the old man heard her words and that wherewith she menaced him, he
arose and went out, perplexed and knowing not what he should do, and there met him a Jew, who was his neighbour, and said to him, "O Sheikh,
how cometh it that I see thee strait of breast? Moreover, I hear in thy house a noise of talk, such as I use not to hear with thee." Quoth the Muezzin,
"Yonder is a damsel who avoucheth that she is of the slave-girls of the Commander of the Faithful Haroun er Reshid; and she hath eaten food and
now would fain drink wine in my house, but I forbade her. However she avoucheth that except she drink thereof, she will perish, and indeed I am
bewildered concerning my affair." "Know, O my neighbour," answered the Jew, "that the slave-girls of the Commander of the Faithful are used to
drink wine, and whenas they eat and drink not, they perish; and I fear lest some mishap betide her, in which case thou wouldst not be safe from the
Khalifs wrath." "What is to be done?" asked the Sheikh; and the Jew replied, "I have old wine that will suit her." Quoth the old man, "[I conjure
thee] by the right of neighbourship, deliver me from this calamity and let me have that which is with thee!" "In the name of God," answered the
Jew and going to his house, brought out a flagon of wine, with which the Sheikh returned to Sitt el Milah. This pleased her and she said to him,
"Whence hadst thou this?" "I got it from my neighbour the Jew," answered he. "I set out to him my case with thee and he gave me this.".114. The
Angel of Death and the Rich King cccclxii.? ? ? ? ? I clipped her (118) in mine arms and straight grew drunken with the scent Of a fresh branch
that had been reared in affluence and content..? ? ? ? ? a. The Lackpenny and the Cook cclxxiii.Daughter of the Poor Old Man, The Rich Man who
married his Fair, i. 247..30. Isaac of Mosul's Story of Khedijeh and the Khalif Mamoun cclxxix.? ? ? ? ? i. The Credulous Husband dcccxcviii.108.
Aboukir the Dyer and Abousir the Barber dccclxvii.Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The, iii. 224..THE KHALIF OMAR BEN
ABDULAZIZ AND THE POETS. (41).As for Queen Kemeriyeh, she flew off to the palace of her sister Wekhimeh and told her what Meimoun
had done and how [he avouched that], whenas he saw defeat [near at hand], he would slay Tuhfeh; 'and indeed,' added she, 'he is resolved upon
this; else had he not dared to commit this outrage. So do thou contrive the affair as thou deemest well, for thou hast no superior in judgment.' Then
they sent for Queen Zelzeleh and Queen Sherareh and sat down to take counsel, one with another, of that which they should do in the matter. Then
said Wekhimeh, 'We were best fit out a ship in this island [wherein is my palace] and embark therein, in the guise of mortals, and fare on till we
come to a little island, that lieth over against Meimoun's palace. There will we [take up our abode and] sit drinking and smiting the lute and singing.
Now Tuhfeh will of a surety be sitting looking upon the sea, and needs must she see us and come down to us, whereupon we will take her by force
and she will be under our hands, so that none shall avail more to molest her on any wise. Or, if Meimoun be gone forth to do battle with the Jinn,
we will storm his stronghold and take Tuhfeh and raze his palace and put to death all who are therein. When he hears of this, his heart will be rent
in sunder and we will send to let our father know, whereupon he will return upon him with his troops and he will be destroyed and we shall be quit
of him.' And they answered her, saying, 'This is a good counsel.' Then they bade fit out a ship from behind the mountain, (244) and it was fitted out
in less than the twinkling of an eye. So they launched it on the sea and embarking therein, together with four thousand Afrits, set out, intending for
Meimoun's palace. Moreover, they bade other five thousand Afrits betake themselves to the island under the Crescent Mountain and lie in wait for
them there..Then came forward the thirteenth officer and said, 'I will tell you a story that a man of my friends told me. (Quoth he).Sixth Officer's
Story, The, ii. 146..Son, The Rich Man and his Wasteful, i. 252..The vizier's story pleased King Shah Bekht and his heart clave to the story of the
merchant and the old woman; so he bade Er Rehwan withdraw to his lodging, and he went away to his house and abode there the next day..147.
Isaac of Mosul and his Mistress and the Devil dcxcr.Then they spread him a prayer-carpet and he prayed. Now he knew not how to pray and gave
not over bowing and prostrating himself, [till he had prayed the prayers] of twenty inclinations, (21) pondering in himself the while and saying, "By
Allah, I am none other than the Commander of the Faithful in very sooth! This is assuredly no dream, for all these things happen not in a dream."
And he was convinced and determined in himself that he was Commander of the Faithful; so he pronounced the Salutation (22) and made an end
(23) of his prayers; whereupon the slaves and slave-girls came round about him with parcels of silk and stuffs (24) and clad him in the habit of the
Khalifate and gave him the royal dagger in his hand. Then the chief eunuch went out before him and the little white slaves behind him, and they
laltra-scarpetta.pdf
Page 4/11

Laltra Scarpetta

ceased not [going] till they raised the curtain and brought him into the hall of judgment and the throne-room of the Khalifate. There he saw the
curtains and the forty doors and El Ijli and Er Recashi (25) and Ibdan and Jedim and Abou Ishac (26) the boon-companions and beheld swords
drawn and lions (27) encompassing [the throne] and gilded glaives and death-dealing bows and Persians and Arabs and Turks and Medes and folk
and peoples and Amirs and viziers and captains and grandees and officers of state and men of war, and indeed there appeared the puissance of the
house of Abbas (28) and the majesty of the family of the Prophet..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ed. Story of the Barber's Fourth Brother xxxii.? ? ? ? ? Whilere,
the verses that I made it was thy wont to flout, Saying, "No passer by the way (105) hath part in me or mine..? ? ? ? ? And scatter musk on him and
ambergris, so long As time endures; for this is all my wish and care..They cut their bonds and poured wine into their gullets, till they came to
themselves, when the king looked at the eunuch and recognizing him, said, 'Harkye, such an one!' 'Yes, O my lord the king,' replied the man and
prostrated himself to him; whereat the king marvelled with an exceeding wonder and said to him, 'How earnest thou to this place and what hath
befallen thee?" Quoth the eunuch, 'I went and took out the treasure and brought it hither; but the [evil] eye was behind me and I unknowing. So the
thieves took us alone here and seized the money and cast us into this pit, so we might die of hunger, even as they had done with other than we; but
God the Most High sent thee, in pity to us.'.? ? ? ? ? I'll say. If for my loved ones' loss I rent my heart for dole,.O'erbold art thou in that to me, a
stranger, thou hast sent, iii. 83..Therewithal he ordered her a handsome house and bade furnish it with carpets and other furniture and vessels of
choice and commanded that all she needed should be given her. This was done during the rest of the day, and when the night came, she despatched
the eunuch with the mule and a suit of clothes, to fetch Noureddin from the Muezzin's lodging. So the young man donned the clothes and
mounting; rode to the house, where he abode in luxury and delight a full-told month, what while she solaced him with four things, to wit, the eating
of fowls and the drinking of wine and the lying upon brocade and the entering the bath after copulation. Moreover, she brought him six suits of
clothes and fell to changing his apparel day by day; nor was the appointed time accomplished ere his beauty returned to him and his goodliness;
nay, his charms waxed tenfold and he became a ravishment to all who looked on him..[Then they all flew off in haste and] lighting down in the
place where were their father Es Shisban and their grandfather the Sheikh Aboultawaif, found the folk on the sorriest of plights. When their
grandfather Iblis saw them, he rose to them and wept, and they all wept for Tuhfeh. Then said Iblis to them, 'Yonder dog hath outraged mine
honour and taken Tuhfeh, and I doubt not but that she is like to perish [of concern] for herself and her lord Er Reshid and saying "All that they said
and did (239) was false."' Quoth Kemeriyeh, 'O grandfather mine, there is nothing left for it but [to use] stratagem and contrivance for her
deliverance, for that she is dearer to me than everything; and know that yonder accursed one, whenas he is ware of your coming upon him, will
know that he hath no power to cope with you, he who is the least and meanest [of the Jinn]; but we fear that, when he is assured of defeat, he will
kill Tuhfeh; wherefore nothing will serve but that we contrive for her deliverance; else will she perish.' 'And what hast thou in mind of device?'
asked he; and she answered, 'Let us take him with fair means, and if he obey, [all will be well]; else will we practise stratagem against him; and
look thou not to other than myself for her deliverance.' Quoth Iblis, 'The affair is thine; contrive what thou wilt, for that Tuhfeh is thy sister and thy
solicitude for her is more effectual than [that of] any.'.Presently Aboulhusn turned to a damsel and called to her; whereupon she came to him and he
said to her, "By the protection of God, O damsel, am I Commander of the Faithful?" "Yes, indeed," answered she; "by the protection of God thou in
this time art Commander of the Faithful." Quoth he, "By Allah, thou liest, O thousandfold strumpet!" Then he turned to the chief eunuch and called
to him, whereupon he came to him and kissing the earth before him, said, "Yes, O Commander of the Faithful." "Who is Commander of the
Faithful?" asked Aboulhusn. "Thou," replied the eunuch and Aboulhusn said, "Thou liest, thousandfold catamite that thou art!" Then he turned to
another eunuch and said to him, "O my chief, (20) by the protection of God, am I Commander of the Faithful?" "Ay, by Allah, O my lord!"
answered he. "Thou in this time art Commander of the Faithful and Vicar of the Lord of the Worlds." Aboulhusn laughed at himself and
misdoubted of his reason and was perplexed at what he saw and said, "In one night I am become Khalif! Yesterday I was Aboulhusn the Wag, and
to-day I am Commander of the Faithful." Then the chief eunuch came up to him and said, "O Commander of the Faithful, (the name of God
encompass thee!) thou art indeed Commander of the Faithful and Vicar of the Lord of the Worlds!" And the slave-girls and eunuchs came round
about him, till he arose and abode wondering at his case..? ? ? ? ? Assemble, ye people of passion, I pray; For the hour of our torment hath sounded
to-day..Noureddin thanked him and they entered the slave-merchant's house. When the people of the house saw Abou Nuwas, they rose to do him
worship, for that which they knew of his station with the Commander of the Faithful. Moreover, the slave-dealer himself came up to them with two
chairs, and they seated themselves thereon. Then the slave-merchant went into the house and returning with the slave-girl, as she were a
willow-wand or a bamboo-cane, clad in a vest of damask silk and tired with a black and white turban, the ends whereof fell down over her face,
seated her on a chair of ebony; after which quoth he to those who were present, "I will discover to you a face as it were a full moon breaking forth
from under a cloud." And they said, "Do so." So he unveiled the damsel's face and behold, she was like the shining sun, with comely shape and
day-bright face and slender [waist and heavy] hips; brief, she was endowed with elegance, the description whereof existeth not, [and was] even as
saith of her the poet:.Firouz and his Wife, i. 209..When he had made an end of his verses, he folded the letter and gave it to the nurse, who took it
and carried it to Mariyeh. When she came into the princess's presence, she saluted her; but Mariyeh returned not her salutation and she said, "O my
lady, how hard is thy heart that thou grudgest to return the salutation! Take this letter, for that it is the last of that which shall come to thee from
him." Quoth Mariyeh, "Take my warning and never again enter my palace, or it will be the cause of thy destruction; for I am certified that thou
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purposest my dishonour. So get thee gone from me." And she commanded to beat the nurse; whereupon the latter went forth fleeing from her
presence, changed of colour and absent of wits, and gave not over going till she came to the house of El Abbas..Think not that I forget our
trothplight after you. Nay; God to me decreed remembrance heretofore. (202).? ? ? ? ? How many a victim of the pangs of love-liking hath died!
Tired is my patience, but of blame my censors never tire..Then said she, "O king, comest thou to a [watering-]place whereat thy dog hath drunken
and wilt thou drink thereof?" The king was abashed at her and at her words and went out from her, but forgot his sandal in the house..Then they
drew up the contract of marriage and the merchant said, "I desire to go in to her this night." So they carried her to him in procession that very night,
and he prayed the prayer of eventide and entered the privy chamber prepared for him; but, when he lifted the veil from the face of the bride and
looked, he saw a foul face and a blameworthy aspect; yea, he beheld somewhat the like whereof may God not show thee! loathly, dispensing from
description, inasmuch as there were reckoned in her all legal defects. (259) So he repented, whenas repentance availed him not, and knew that the
girl had cheated him. However, he lay with the bride, against his will, and abode that night sore troubled in mind, as he were in the prison of Ed
Dilem. (260) Hardly had the day dawned when he arose from her and betaking himself to one of the baths, dozed there awhile, after which he made
the ablution of defilement (261) and washed his clothes. Then he went out to the coffee-house and drank a cup of coffee; after which he returned to
his shop and opening the door, sat down, with discomfiture and chagrin written on his face..? ? ? ? ? If they could hearken to Azzeh's speech, as I, I
hearken to it, They straight would humble themselves to her and prone before her fall..Draper's Wife, The Old Woman and the, ii. 55..? ? ? ? ?
They have forbid their image to visit me in sleep; So even my nightly phantom forsaketh me, heigho!.71. Haroun er Reshid and the two Girls
ccclxxxvii.118. The Jewish Cadi and his Pious Wife cccclxv.So the folk gathered together to them and blamed the lackpenny and said to him, 'Give
him the price of that which thou hast eaten.' Quoth he, 'I gave him a dirhem before I entered the shop;' and the cook said, 'Be everything I sell this
day forbidden (15) to me, if he gave me so much as the name of a piece of money! By Allah, he gave me nought, but ate my food and went out and
[would have] made off, without aught [said I]' 'Nay,' answered the lackpenny, 'I gave thee a dirhem,' and he reviled the cook, who returned his
abuse; whereupon he dealt him a cuff and they gripped and grappled and throttled each other. When the folk saw them on this wise, they came up
to them and said to them, 'What is this strife between you, and no cause for it?' 'Ay, by Allah,' replied the lackpenny, 'but there is a cause for it, and
the cause hath a tail!' Whereupon, 'Yea, by Allah,' cried the cook, 'now thou mindest me of thyself and thy dirhem! Yes, he gave me a dirhem and
[but] a quarter of the price is spent. Come back and take the rest of the price of thy dirhem.' For that he understood what was to do, at the mention
of the tail; and I, O my brother," added Aboulhusn, "my story hath a cause, which I will tell thee.".Then the king acquainted the people [of his
court] with the matter and said to them,' O folk, how deem ye of my looking to the issues of affairs?' And they all marvelled at his wisdom and
foresight. Then he turned to his father and said to him, 'Hadst thou looked to the issue of thine affair and dealt deliberately in that which thou didst,
there had not betided thee this repentance and grief all this time.' Then he let bring his mother and they rejoiced in each other and lived all their
days in joy and gladness. What then," continued the young treasurer, "is more grievous than the lack of looking to the issues of affairs? Wherefore
hasten thou not in the slaying of me, lest repentance betide thee and sore concern.".102. Jouder and his Brothers dcclxxv.Then Ishac went forth of
the barrack and overtook Er Reshid [who had foregone him]; and they walked till they came to their [landing-]place, where they embarked in the
boat and fared on to Theghr el Khanekah. (177) As for the slave-dealer, he sent the damsel to the house of Ishac en Nedim, whose slave-girls took
her and carried her to the bath. Then each damsel gave her somewhat of her apparel and they decked her with earrings and bracelets, so that she
redoubled in beauty and became as she were the moon on the night of its full. When Ishac returned home from the Khalifs palace, Tuhfeh rose to
him and kissed his hand; and he saw that which the slave-girls had done with her and thanked them therefor and said to them, 'Let her be in the
house of instruction and bring her instruments of music, and if she be apt unto singing, teach her; and may God the Most High vouchsafe her health
and weal!' So there passed over her three months, what while she abode with him in the house of instruction, and they brought her the instruments
of music. Moreover, as time went on, she was vouchsafed health and soundness and her beauty waxed many times greater than before and her
pallor was changed to white and red, so that she became a ravishment to all who looked on her..140. Younus the Scribe and the Khalif Welid ben
Sehl dclxxxiv.On this wise they abode till the morning, tasting not the savour of sleep; and when the day lightened, behold, the eunuch came with
the mule and said to Sitt el Milah, "The Commander of the Faithful calleth for thee." So she arose and taking her lord by the hand, committed him
to the old man, saying, "I commend him to thy care, under God, (40) till this eunuch cometh to thee; and indeed, O elder, I owe thee favour and
largesse such as filleth the interspace betwixt heaven and earth.".? ? ? ? ? The intercessor who to thee herself presenteth veiled Is not her like who
naked comes with thee to intercede.'.? ? ? ? ? Thus unto thee have I set forth my case; consider well My words, so thou mayst guided be aright by
their intent..Then said he whom she had delivered from torture and for whom she had paid a thousand dirhems and who had required her of herself
in his house, for that her beauty pleased him, and [when she refused to yield to him] had forged a letter against her and treacherously denounced her
to the Sultan and requited her bounty with ingratitude, 'I am he who wronged her and lied against her, and this is the issue of the oppressor's
affair.'.? ? ? ? ? f. The Lady and her Two Lovers dlxxxi.31. The Scavenger and the Noble Lady of Baghdad cclxxxii.9. Kemerezzeman and Budour
ccxviii.The ship tarried with him some days, till he should be certified what he would do, (104) and he said, 'I will enquire of the merchants what
this merchandise profiteth and in what country it lacketh and how much is the gain thereon.' [So he questioned them and] they directed him to a far
country, where his dirhem should profit a hundredfold. Accordingly, he set sail and steered for the land in question; but, as he went, there blew on
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him a tempestuous wind and the ship foundered. The merchant saved himself on a plank and the wind cast him up, naked as he was, on the
sea-shore, hard by a town there. So he praised God and gave Him thanks for his preservation; then, seeing a great village hard by, he betook
himself thither and saw, seated therein, a very old man, whom he acquainted with his case and that which had betided him. The old man grieved
sore for him, when he heard his story, and set food before him. So he ate and the old man said to him, 'Abide here with me, so I may make thee my
steward and factor over a farm I have here, and thou shall have of me five dirhems (105) a day.' 'God make fair thy reward,' answered the merchant,
'and requite thee with benefits!'.When King Shah Bekht heard his vizier's speech, he was confounded before him and abashed and marvelled at the
gravity of his understanding and his patience. So he sprang up to him and embraced him and the vizier kissed his feet. Then the king called for a
sumptuous dress of honour and cast it over Er Rehwan and entreated him with the utmost honour and showed him special favour and restored him
to his rank and vizierate. Moreover he imprisoned those who had sought his destruction with leasing and committed unto himself to pass judgment
upon the interpreter who had expounded to him the dream. So the vizier abode in the governance of the realm till there came to them the Destroyer
of Delights; and this (added Shehrzad) is all, O king of the age, that hath come down to us of King Shah Bekht and his vizier..On this wise they
abode a whole year, at the end of which time Selim said to the queen-mother, 'Know that my life is not pleasing to me nor can I abide with you in
contentment till I get me tidings of my sister and learn in what issue her affair hath resulted and how she hath fared after me. Wherefore I will go
and be absent from you a year's space; then will I return to you, so it please God the Most High and I accomplish of this that which I hope.' Quoth
she, 'I will not trust to thy word, but will go with thee and help thee to that which thou desirest of this and further thee myself therein.' So she took a
ship and loaded it with all manner things of price, goods and treasures and what not else. Moreover, she appointed one of the viziers, a man in
whom she trusted and in his fashion and ordinance, to rule the realm in their absence, saying to him, 'Abide [in the kingship] a full-told year and
ordain all that whereof thou hast need..Presently, in came the draper, at the hour of evening prayer, and sitting down in the place where the old
woman had prayed, looked about him and espied the turban. He knew it [for that which he had that day sold to the young man] and misdoubted of
the case, wherefore anger appeared in his face and he was wroth with his wife and reviled her and abode his day and his night, without speaking to
her, what while she knew not the cause of his anger. Then she looked and seeing the turban-cloth before him and noting the traces of burning
thereon, understood that his anger was on account of this and concluded that he was wroth because it was burnt..The Eighteenth Night of the
Month..? ? ? ? ? u. The Two Sharpers who cheated each his Fellow dccccxi.As for Belehwan, when he fled and fortified himself, his power waxed
amain and there remained for him but to make war upon his father, who had cast his affection upon the child and used to rear him on his knees and
supplicate God the Most High that he might live, so he might commit the commandment to him. When he came to five years of age, the king
mounted him on horseback and the people of the city rejoiced in him and invoked on him length of life, so he might take his father's leavings (130)
and [heal] the heart of his grandfather..Then they ate and the tables were removed and they washed their hands; after which Iblis the Accursed
came up to Tuhfeh and said to her, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, thou gladdenest the place and with thy presence enlightenest and embellishest it; but now
fain would these kings hear somewhat of thy singing, for the night hath spread its wings for departure and there abideth thereof but a little.' Quoth
she, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and touching its strings on rare wise, played thereon after a wondrous fashion, so that it
seemed to those who were present as if the palace stirred with them for the music. Then she fell a-singing and chanted the following verses:.Abou
Temam, Story of Ilan Shah and, i. 126..When came the night, the vizier presented himself before the king, who bade him relate the [promised]
story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, Out.When she had made an end of her song, Sherareh was moved to exceeding delight and
drinking off her cup, said to her, 'Well done, O gift of hearts!' Then she ordered her an hundred dresses of brocade and an hundred thousand dinars
and passed the cup to Queen Wekhimeh. Now she had in her hand somewhat of blood-red anemone; so she took the cup from her sister and turning
to Tuhfeh, said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to me on this.' Quoth she, 'I hear and obey,' and improvised the following verses:.Pease on thee! Would our
gaze might light on thee once more! ii. 89..Therewithal the damsel rose briskly and putting off her clothes, washed and donned sumptuous apparel
and perfumed herself and went out to him, as she were a willow-wand or a bamboo-cane, followed by a black slave girl, bearing the lute. When she
came to the young man, she saluted him and sat down by his side. Then she took the lute from the slave-girl and tuning it, smote thereon in
four-and-twenty modes, after which she returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.As an instance of the extreme looseness with
which the book was edited, I may observe that the first four Vols. were published without tables of contents, which were afterwards appended en
bloc to the fifth Volume. The state of corruption and incoherence in which the printed Text was placed before the public by the two learned Editors,
who were responsible for its production, is such as might well drive a translator to despair: the uncorrected errors of the press would alone fill a
volume and the verse especially is so corrupt that one of the most laborious of English Arabic scholars pronounced its translation a hopeless task. I
have not, however, in any single instance, allowed myself to be discouraged by the difficulties presented by the condition of the text, but have, to
the best of my ability, rendered into English, without abridgment or retrenchment, the whole of the tales, prose and verse, contained in the Breslau
Edition, which are not found in those of Calcutta (1839-42) and Boulac. In this somewhat ungrateful task, I have again had the cordial assistance of
Captain Burton, who has (as in the case of my "Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night") been kind enough to look over the proofs of my
translation and to whom I beg once more to tender my warmest thanks..Reshid (Er), Ibn es Semmak and, i. 195..The Fifteenth Night of the
Month..Mariyeh opened the mantle, and when she saw that necklace, and indeed the place was illumined with the lustre thereof, she looked at her
laltra-scarpetta.pdf
Page 7/11

Laltra Scarpetta

slave-girl and said to her, "By Allah, O Shefikeh, one look at him were liefer to me than all that my hand possesseth! Would I knew what I shall do,
whenas Baghdad is empty of him and I hear no tidings of him!" Then she wept and calling for inkhorn* and paper and pen of brass, wrote the
following verses:.Man who was lavish of House and Victual to One whom he knew not, The, i 293..The Twenty-fifth Night of the Month..When
the king had made an end of his story, he bade the bystanders spit in the Magian's face and curse him; and they did this. Then he bade cut out his
tongue and on the morrow he bade cut off his ears and nose and pluck out his eyes. On the third day he bade cut off his hands and on the fourth his
feet; and they ceased not to lop him limb from limb, and each member they cast into the fire, after its cutting-off, before his face, till his soul
departed, after he had endured torments of all kinds and fashions. The king bade crucify his trunk on the city-wall three days' space; after which he
let burn it and reduce its ashes to powder and scatter them abroad in the air..After three days, the old woman came to him and bringing him the
[thousand dinars, the] price of the stuffs, demanded the casket. (122) When he saw her, he laid hold of her and carried her to the prefect of the city;
and when she came before the Cadi, he said to her, "O Sataness, did not thy first deed suffice thee, but thou must come a second time?" Quoth she,
"I am of those who seek their salvation (123) in the cities, and we foregather every month; and yesterday we foregathered." "Canst thou [bring me
to] lay hold of them?" asked the prefect; and she answered, "Yes; but, if thou wait till to-morrow, they will have dispersed. So I will deliver them to
thee to-night." Quoth he to her, "Go;" and she said, "Send with me one who shall go with me to them and obey me in that which I shall say to him,
and all that I bid him he shall give ear unto and obey me therein." So he gave her a company of men and she took them and bringing them to a
certain door, said to them, "Stand at this door, and whoso cometh out to you, lay hands on him; and I will come out to you last of all." "Hearkening
and obedience," answered they and stood at the door, whilst the old woman went in. They waited a long while, even as the Sultan's deputy had
bidden them, but none came out to them and their standing was prolonged. When they were weary of waiting, they went up to the door and smote
upon it heavily and violently, so that they came nigh to break the lock. Then one of them entered and was absent a long while, but found nought; so
he returned to his comrades and said to them,"This is the door of a passage, leading to such a street; and indeed she laughed at you and left you and
went away."When they heard his words, they returned to the Amir and acquainted him with the case, whereby he knew that the old woman was a
crafty trickstress and that she had laughed at them and cozened them and put a cheat on them, to save herself. Consider, then, the cunning of this
woman and that which she contrived of wiles, for all her lack of foresight in presenting herself [a second time] to the draper and not apprehending
that his conduct was but a trick; yet, when she found herself in danger, she straightway devised a shift for her deliverance.'.Officer's Story, The
Second, ii. 134..? ? ? ? ? Midmost the watches of the night I see thee, in a dream; A lying dream, for he I love my love doth not repay..? ? ? ? ?
Persist not on my weakliness with thy disdain nor be Treason and breach of love its troth to thee attributed;.I marvelled at her words and said to
her, "What wouldst thou have me do?" And she answered, "O Captain Muin, I would have thee give me a helping hand." Quoth I, "What have I to
do with the daughter of the Cadi Amin el Hukm?" And she said, "Know that I would not have thee intrude upon the Cadi's daughter, but I would
fain contrive for the attainment of my wishes.' This is my intent and my desire, and my design will not be accomplished but by thine aid." Then
said she, "I mean this night to go with a stout heart and hire me trinkets of price; then will I go and sit in the street wherein is the house of Amin el
Hukm; and when it is the season of the round and the folk are asleep, do thou pass, thou and those who are with thee of the police, and thou wilt see
me sitting and on me fine raiment and ornaments and wilt smell on me the odour of perfumes; whereupon do thou question me of my case and I
will say, 'I come from the Citadel and am of the daughters of the deputies (91) and I came down [into the town,] to do an occasion; but the night
overtook me at unawares and the Zuweyleh gate was shut against me and all the gates and I knew not whither I should go this night Presently I saw
this street and noting the goodliness of its ordinance and its cleanness, took shelter therein against break of day.' When I say this to thee with all
assurance (92) the chief of the watch will have no suspicion of me, but will say, 'Needs must we leave her with one who will take care of her till
morning.' And do thou rejoin, 'It were most fitting that she pass the night with Amin el Hukm and lie with his family and children till the morning.'
Then do thou straightway knock at the Cadi's door, and thus shall I have gained admission into his house, without inconvenience, and gotten my
desire; and peace be on thee!" And I said to her, "By Allah, this is an easy matter.".Caution was the Cause of his Death, The Man whose, i
291..Thereupon the king went in to his mother and questioned her of his father, and she told him that me king her husband was weak; (211)
'wherefore,' quoth she, 'I feared for the kingdom, lest it pass away, after his death; so I took to my bed a young man, a baker, and conceived by him
[and bore a son]; and the kingship came into the hand of my son, to wit, thyself.' So the king returned to the old man and said to him, 'I am indeed
the son of a baker; so do thou expound to me the means whereby thou knewest me for this.' Quoth the other, 'I knew that, hadst thou been a king's
son, thou wouldst have given largesse of things of price, such as rubies [and the like]; and wert thou the son of a Cadi, thou hadst given largesse of
a dirhem or two dirhems, and wert thou the son of a merchant, thou hadst given wealth galore. But I saw that thou guerdonest me not but with
cakes of bread [and other victual], wherefore I knew that thou wast the son of a baker.' Quoth the king, 'Thou hast hit the mark.' And he gave him
wealth galore and advanced him to high estate.".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? How many an one, with loss of wealth, hath turned mine enemy!
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