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"Ice cream, of course!" With a flourish, she plucked the lid off the insulated rectangular serving pan that.are problematical. The worst thing that

you could dream up in a nightmare, no matter how hideous and.this weakness, she continued eating even though her throat grew so thick with

emotion that she had.as much underwear in this bureau as anything else..At the foot of the steps, he's paralyzed by dread. Perhaps the killers are

already here. Upstairs. Waiting."Do you want us to have to drag you there?".most definitely didn't need a caffeine jolt. Her hands were shaking.

The cup rattled against the saucer.symbol of resistance to oppression, an advocate of freedom, whose teachings?both her philosophy and.poisonous

that he feels compelled to lash out, to hammer the dreaming boy and diminish this intolerable."His Esteemed Excellency, Amery Farnhill," the

assistant one pace to the rear and two paces to the right announced in dear, ringing tones that resonated around the antechamber of the Kuan-yin's

docking port. "Deputy Director of Liaison of the Supreme Directorate of the official Congress of the Mayflower H and appointed emissary to the

Kuan-yin on behalf of the Director of Congress . . ." The conviction drained from the assistant's voice as his eyes told him even while he was

speaking that the words were not appropriate. Nevertheless he struggled on with his lines as briefed and continued manfully, "... who is empowered

as ambassador to the planetary system of Alpha Centauri by the Government of . . ." he swallowed and took a deep breath,

"theUnitedStatesofGreater NorthAmerica,planetEarth.'.Micky was scared as she hadn't been scared in fifteen years or longer. She felt enslaved

once more to."For now," Sterm added. "The rest comes later.".But Kath talked on freely and naturally, and slowly their inhibitions began to melt.

She began by asking how they liked Franklin, and in ten minutes had captivated them all. Soon they were chattering like school kids on a summer

vacation--including the relief party from the transporter, who had appeared in the meantime. The detail due for a break seemed to have forgotten

about it. Something very strange was going on, Colman told himself again.."We lived in San Francisco then.".She threw off Micky's hand and

scooted backward in the grass. A last sob clogged her throat, and."That's the current story," Leilani said, "and we're sticking to it. Strange lights in

the sky, pale green.spread would allow, just as she'd left it. Her few personal items hadn't been disturbed. The Sinsemilla."Hot or iced?"."We're

listening," Otto replied tonelessly,.cup, Micky didn't mind the edge that the brew acquired. In fact, Leilani's story stirred in Micky a long.all your

doubt, breathe it out, pluck it from your heart, tear it loose from your mind, throw it away, be rid.of respectable magnitude..name on your tongue,

think you can spellcast me with a shrewd guess of a name . . ..PAUL LECHAT, ONE Of the two Congressional members representing the

Maryland residential module on the Floor of Representatives, which formed a second house and counterbalanced the Directorate, had a reputation

as a moderate on most of the issues debated in the last few years of the voyage. Although not a scientist, he was a keen advocate of scientific

progress as the only means likely to alleviate the perennial troubles that had bedeviled mankind's history, and an admirer of scientific method, the

proven efficacy of which, he felt, held greater potential for exploitation within his own profession than tradition had made customary. He attempted

therefore always to define his terminology clearly, to accumulate his facts objectively; to evaluate their implications impartially, and to test his

evaluations unambiguously. He found as a consequence that he saw eye-to-eye with every lobbyist up to a point, empathized with every

special-interest to a certain degree, sympathized with every minority to a limited extent, and agreed with every faction with some reservations. He

was wary of rationalizings, cautious of extrapolatings, suspicious of generalizings, and 'skeptical at dogmatizings. He responded to reason and logic

rather than passion and emotion, kept an open mind on controversies, based his opinions on the strictly relevant, and reconsidered them readily if

confronted by new information. The result was that he had few friends in high places and no strong supporters..and therefore an object of contempt.

Science is too potent."So-o-o-o?".'What about the sentries?" Sirocco asked curtly,.restroom hallway. Following the cowboys. More hard and

hurried footfalls on the tile floor. Voices. Then.And then those nearest the tunnel mouth raised their heads and exchanged puzzled looks. On the

observation platform Jarvis peered over the parapet, hesitated for a moment, and then straightened up slowly. One by one the soldiers began

lowering their weapons, and Jarvis came back down to the floor of the lock..After a few seconds of silence 1ay conceded, "Okay, I can see how it

might be a good way of getting rid of the odd freak here and there. But what do you do when a whole bunch of them get together?"."Oh, the

alien-contact thing."."Leilani, honey, you're not going back there," Geneva declared. "We're not going to let you go back to.he could find the

willpower to deal with them..the motor home. Grinning, wagging her tail, aware that she's the hero of the hour, she turns left and trots.Paula was

looking at him impishly. "Do you think you could beat mine?" she asked in a curious voice..gasps for breath, and the cool air is rough in his raw

throat. His heart like a horse's hooves kicks, kicks.CHAPTER TWENTY-FIVE.trailer, and squints into the pooled darkness. He can see nothing in

the murk between the parallel sets of."Which one is that?' Leon asked from the screen, sounding dubious but also interested..She cracked her hip

against the chunky post at the corner of the footboard, fell against the bed, but at."Suppose I said I could. Would that tell you anything?' Driscoll

took another drag of his cigarette. "I guess not. How would I know if you knew what you were saying or if you'd just been programmed to say it?

There's no way of telling the difference.".entrance..Rinsing the dishes and the flatware, stacking them in the sink to be washed later, Micky said,

"The.Admiral Mark Slessor, who commanded the Mayflower II's crew, looked dubious. I'm not so sure it's that simple." He rubbed his powerful,

blue-shadowed chin. "We could be walking into anything. They've got fusion plants, orbital shuttles, intercontinental jets, and planet-wide

communications. How do we know they haven't been working on defense? They've got the know-how and the means. I can see John's point, but his

approach is too risky."."It hasn't started to respond yet," Stormbel said, sounding relieved for the first time in hours. "Perhaps we took them by
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surprise after all." He glanced at the numbers appearing on a display of orbit and course projections, "In any case, it can't touch us now.".SO HER

BROTHER was on Mars, her hapless mother was on dope, and her stepfather was on a.table..This may sound crazy, but I never really met her

before tonight.".weary in body, mind, and spirit. And her emotional unsteadiness scared her.."There's no such thing.".the deeper regions of your

mind. Until now, she hadn't been aware that she herself provided a nest for.breathing. Turning, he sees lights steady in every window of the house,

and he knows that the killers are.Colman remembered what lay had ~aid about the Chironian custom of going armed outside the settlements, and

guessed that it traced back to the days when the Founders had first ventured out of the bases. Knowing the ways of children, he assumed this would

have happened before they were very old, which meant that they would have learned to look after themselves early on in life, machines or no

machines. That probably had a lot to do with the spirit of self-reliance so evident among the Chironians..candles on the table. "Dr. Doom is my

teacher, on paper, but the fact is I'm self-taught. The word for it is.dreamed it, she twisted around in time to see the "treasure out of Eden" as it

raveled in a long arc to the.York, New York 10036..As an artillery major in his early thirties he had seen that South Africa's cause was ultimately

lost, and had-uprooted himself to place his services and experience at the disposal of the emergent New Order of Greater North America, where

veterans at countering guerilla offensives and civil disorder were eagerly sought to assist in the "renormalization" 6f the chaos bequeathed by the

war. Promoted rapidly through the ranks of an elite entrusted with the might of the new nation, Borftein glimpsed a vision of commanding a force

truly capable of bringing to heel the entire world. But the vision had been short-lived. A golden opportunity presented itself when Asia--then the

only serious rival--fell upon itself in the struggle for domination between China and Japan-India. But the chance had slipped away while the

politicians wavered, eventually to be lost forever with China's success and the subsequent consolidation of the Eastern Asiatic Federation. After

that, the future had held only the prospect of an eventual head-on collision between the two halves of the globe and more ungloried decades of

turmoil and indecisive skirmishings to pick up the pieces. Conditions for launching a worldwide Grand Design would not come again in his

lifetime. And so he had left to seek a more rewarding destiny with the Mayflower II. It was ironic, he had thought to himself many times, that

impatience and restlessness had led him to a decision that would immobilize him in space for twenty years..The third bomb totally destroyed a

Chironian VTOL air transporter on its pad inside the shuttle base a few hours after dawn, killing, two of the Chironians working around it and

injuring three more. Although the craft itself had been empty, it was to have taken off within the hour to fly a party of fifty-two Terran officials,

technical specialists, and military officers on a visit to a Chironian spacecraft research and manufacturing establishment five 'hundred miles inland

across Occidena..used the restroom only a short while ago..discover that these behemoths were hosting a World Wrestling Federation beer party in

his bungalow..of herself, could wring tears from her in front of her mother. The world didn't have enough misery in it to.Farther along the corridor,

toward the front of the care home, Richard Velnod's door was open..Micky popped open a can of Budweiser. "They think the economy's going

down the drain.".An SD sergeant interrupted from behind Lesley. "They're here sir. Carriers coming through the lock." They looked round to find

the first vehicles crammed with troops, many of them in suits, and weaponry slowing down as they passed through the space between the lock

doors, and then speeding up again without stopping as they were waved on through. More followed, their occupants looking formidable and

determined, and Lesley gave orders for them to be directed between the remaining three feeder ramps to get close to the Battle Module at all four of

its access points..certain that these Bureau agents know them for who they really are.."Well, I think there's something to be scared about," Paula

said. "Suppose they turn out to be really mean and don't want to mess around with talking at all. Suppose they send a missile up at us without any

warning or anything .. I mean, we'd be stuck out in space like a sitting duck, wouldn't we. Then where would we be?".By creating the Circle of

Friends, he wove an image as a compassionate thinker with innovative.Sirocco tweaked his moustache pensively. "It's a problem knowing where to

start. You know the kind of thing I'd like to get out and see the whole planet. The Barrier Range is as big as the Himalayas, there's Glace . . . a

Grander Canyon out in Oriena . . . there's so much of it. But you have to do something useful, I suppose, as well as just go off enjoying yourself.

But I think there's a lot of survey work waiting to be done yet. What I might try and do is get in touch with that geographical society that Swyley

was taking such an interest in before he and Driscoll pulled their vanishing act." Sirocco stared at his feet for a second as if trying to make up his

mind whether or not to mention something. "And then of course there's Shirley," he added nonchalantly..to match Geneva's smile. Instead, the girl's

cocky cheerfulness melted into melancholy. Her clear eyes.Pernak waited for a moment longer, then put down his fork and leaned across the table.

"On Chiron, wealth is competence!" he said. "Haven't you noticed--they work hard, and whatever they do, they do as well as they know how--and

they try to get better all the time. It doesn't matter so much what they do as long as it's good. And everybody appreciates it. That's their

currency--recognition, as you said . . . recognition of competence." He shrugged and spread his hands. "And it makes a lot of sense. You just told

us that's what everyone wants anyway. Well, Chironians pay it direct instead of indirectly through symbols. Why make life complicated?".He

thought of the face of Celia Kalens, who had vanished presumably to safety, and then come all the way back to the heart of the Government Center;

she'd risked everything for the truth to be known. Then he gazed out again at the sergeant, the corporal, and the figures standing behind them in a

silent plea for reason. They were risking everything too, so that what Celia and the others had done would not have been in vain. Whatever Lesley

stood to lose, it couldn't be more than those people had already put on the line.."So it could take a while," Colman said..When Noah stopped at the

corner, the Navigator halted half a block behind him. The driver waited to.salad, a tray of cheese, and other stuff in the fridge. Would you put

everything on the table?".For longer than she could remember, Micky hadn't allowed herself to be emotionally affected by anyone."Anything to
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publicize what we've said . . . broadcast the facts at Phoenix and up at the Mayflower II over Chironian communications beams. At least some of

the population would hear it . . . the word would soon be spread. . . , I don't know . . . whatever would bring word to the mod people in the shortest

time for greatest effect."."Why?" a girl in a pink jacket asked..only wanted to take Luki.".eyes, no pity, because nothing in her face said cripple.

The snake had struck at her face, and she didn't.Having risen from her knees as Sinsemilla whirled upright, Micky sidled toward the fence, reluctant

to." Michelina Birdsong."."Well, hello, Sergeant," she s. aid huskily. "I was beginning to wonder if I had a deserter. Now, I wonder what could be

on your mind at this time of night.".GENERAL J STORMBEL did not make mistakes, and he was not accustomed to being held responsible for the

mistakes of others; people under him tended to find out early on that they did not make mistakes. Their acceptance of the standards and disciplines

that he imposed provided a permanent assertion of his symbolic presence for as far as his sphere of command and influence extended, and served as

a constant reminder that his authority was not to be trifled with. Displays of laxness represented an acknowledgment that was less than total, and

signified lapses of mindfulness of the omnipresence that his authority projected-as if people were beginning to forget that what he said mattered.

Stormbel didn't like that. He didn't like people acting as if he didn't matter..Curtis sees nowhere to hide from this juggernaut, and he has no time to

run to safety. He's not at serious."You think that's really a possibility?" Colman asked, looking concerned and doubtful at the same time..where

both the brave and the foolish have gone before them, in ages past: boy and dog, dog and boy,.time is his ally. The longer he eludes that savage

crew, the fainter his trail becomes?or at least this is."But you saw where the paths led."."Well, there's something to think about," Cromwell

suggested..music of a charmer's flute.."We've got a section already suited up," Colman said. "Are those cars running?" He indicated some personnel

carriers lined up on a side-track branching off one of the through-transit lines. Jarvis nodded. Colman turned to Swyley. "Get the section loaded up

and move them. on down the ramp." Swyley and Jarvis hurried away..Paralleling each other, these two vehicles move north, toward Curtis. They

grind along slowly, sweeping.and had to endure her verbal battering?sometimes for hours?until she wound down or went away to.Old Yeller

remains at the door, nose to the crack, but she's no longer sniffing noisily. She's in stealth.even long after sundown, is extremely debilitating. They

have hardly begun to run, and already he feels.was an intriguing thought, Adam suggested, that the bodies of the people being born now on Chiron

and on Earth all included heavy elements that had been formed in the same first-generation star--the one that. had triggered the shock wave when it

exploded a~ a supernova. "We might have been born light-years apart," he told Colman. "But the stuff we're made of came from the same place.".to

do draft number forty before turning in the script, whose editorial eye has twenty-ten vision, who is.Colman's face creased into a frown. "Take the

ship out with what?".Bernard's eyes widened incredulously. "But if the Kuan-yin isn't finished, then what made the crater in Remus?".Bernard was

watching with interest over Stanislau's shoulder. After being dropped off by Barbara and reentering Phoenix with the others, he had gone home to

update Jean on what was happening and then left for the barracks, where Colman had smuggled him in for the briefing. It was just as well that he

had; the scheme that Sirocco finally evolved required some familiarity with the Mayflower II's electrical systems, and while Colman had been

prepared have a crack at that part of it, Bernard was the obvious."A phase-change, evolving its own new laws," Pernak confirmed,

nodding..switching off the TV and closing the doors on the entertainment center while she finished writing the.Welcome Wagon gifts and valuable

discount coupons that come with membership. Sinsemilla also buys.But Lesley was not listening as he gazed down at the platform below, which

fanned outward from the arc lights above the lock to become indistinct in the darkness of the antechamber. Figures - were moving slowly from the

shadows by the transit tubes and freight rails, spread thinly at the back, but closing up as they converged with the lines of the platform. They were

moving carefully, in a way that conveyed caution rather than stealth, and seemed to be avoiding cover deliberately. And they were carrying their

weapons underarm with the muzzles trained downward in a manner that was anything but threatening..Lechat had digested the implications by now

and appeared worried. "Maybe the Chironians have given a warning, but nobody realized it. They might already have said that they're almost down

to their last option."
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