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When the king heard his speech, he turned to him and said, "It is grievous to me, O vizier of good counsel." And he told him that the [other] sages

testified [to the correctness of their fellow's interpretation of the dream]; whereupon Er Rehwan sighed and knew that the king went in fear of him;

but he showed him fortitude and said to him, "God assain the king! My counsel is that the king accomplish his commandment and execute his

ordinance, for that needs must death be and it is liefer to me that I die, oppressed, than that I die, an oppressor. But, if the king see fit to defer the

putting of me to death till the morrow and will pass this night with me and take leave of me, when the morrow cometh, the king shall do what he

will.".The head wept exceeding sore and said, 'O my lady, indeed thou hast solaced my heart, and I have nought but my life; so take it.' Quoth she,

'An I but knew that thou wouldst bring me news of my lord Er Reshid, it were liefer to me than the empery of the world.' And the head answered

her, saying, 'It shall be done as thou desirest.' Then it disappeared and returning to her at the last of the night, said, 'Know, O my lady, that I have

been to thy palace and have questioned one of the haunters thereof of the case of the Commander of the Faithful and that which befell him after

thee; and he said, "When the Commander of the Faithful came to Tuhfeh's lodging and found her not and saw no sign of her, he buffeted his face

and head and rent his clothes. Now there was in thy lodging the eunuch, the chief of thy household, and he cried out at him, saying, 'Bring me

Jaafer the Barmecide and his father and brother forthright.' The eunuch went out, confounded in his wit for fear of the Commander of the Faithful,

and whenas he came to Jaafer, he said to him, 'Come to the Commander of the Faithful, thou and thy father and brother.' So they arose in haste and

betaking themselves to the Khalif's presence, said to him, 'O Commander of the Faithful, what is to do?' Quoth he, 'There is that to do which

overpasseth description. Know that I locked the door and taking the key with me, betook myself to the daughter of mine uncle, with whom I lay the

night; but, when I arose in the morning and came and opened the door, I found no sign of Tuhfeh.' 'O Commander of the Faithful,' rejoined Jaafer,

'have patience, for that the damsel hath been snatched away, and needs must she return, seeing she took the lute with her, and it is her [own] lute.

The Jinn have assuredly carried her off and we trust in God the Most High that she will return.' Quoth the Khalif, ' This (221) is a thing that may

nowise be' And he abode in her lodging, eating not neither drinking, what while the Barmecides besought him to go forth to the folk; and he

weepeth and abideth on this wise till she shall return." This, then, is that which hath betided him after thee.'.Presently, up came a woman with a

phial of urine, and when the [mock] physician saw the phial afar off, he said to her, 'This is the urine of a man, a stranger.' 'Yes,' answered she; and

he continued, 'Is he not a Jew and is not his ailment indigestion?' 'Yes,' replied the woman, and the folk marvelled at this; wherefore the man was

magnified in Galen's eyes, for that he heard speech such as was not of the usage of physicians, seeing that they know not urine but by shaking it

and looking into it anear neither know they a man's water from a woman's water, nor a stranger's [from a countryman's], nor a Jew's from a Sherifs.

(22) Then said the woman, 'What is the remedy?' Quoth the weaver, 'Pay down the fee.' So she paid him a dirhem and he gave her medicines

contrary to that ailment and such as would aggravate the patient's malady..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Until they left my heart on fire without allay..Then said

the Khalif to her, "I lie and my eunuch lieth, and thou liest and thy waiting-woman lieth; so methinks we were best go, all four of us together, that

we may see which of us telleth the truth." Quoth Mesrour, "Come, let us go, that I may put this ill-omened old woman to shame (37) and deal her a

sound drubbing for her lying." And she answered him, saying, "O dotard, is thy wit like unto my wit? Indeed, thy wit is as the hen's wit." Mesrour

was incensed at her words and would have laid violent hands on her, but the Lady Zubeideh warded him off from her and said to him, "Her

sooth-fastness will presently be distinguished from thy sooth-fastness and her leasing from thy leasing.".The old man laughed at her speech and her

verses pleased him. Then said she to him, "I desire of thee a lute." (38) So he arose and brought her a piece of firewood. Quoth she, "What is that?"

And he said, "Didst thou not bid me bring thee wood?" "I do not want this," answered she, and he rejoined, "What then is it that is called wood,

other than this?" She laughed and said, "The lute is an instrument of music, whereunto I sing." Quoth he, "Where is this thing found and of whom

shall I get it for thee?" And she said, "Of him who gave thee the wine." So he arose and betaking himself to his neighbour the Jew, said to him,

"Thou favouredst us aforetime with the wine; so now complete thy favours and look me out a thing called a lute, to wit, an instrument for singing;

for that she seeketh this of me and I know it not" "Hearkening and obedience," replied the Jew and going into his house, brought him a lute. [The

old man took it and carried it to Sitt el Milah,] whilst the Jew took his drink and sat by a window adjoining the other's house, so he might hear the

singing..Meanwhile, the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis and his son Es Shisban set out, as we have said, with their troops, who were of the doughtiest of

the Jinn and the most accomplished of them in valour and horsemanship, [and fared on till they drew near the Crescent Mountain], When the news

of their approach reached Meimoun, he cried out with a great cry to the troops, who were twenty thousand horse, [and bade them make ready for

departure]. Then he went in to Tuhfeh and kissing her, said to her, 'Know that thou art presently my life of the world, and indeed the Jinn are

gathered together to wage war on me on thine account. If I am vouchsafed the victory over them and am preserved alive, I will set all the kings of

the Jinn under thy feet and thou shall become queen of the world.' But she shook her head and wept; and he said, 'Weep not, for, by the virtue of the

mighty inscription engraven on the seal-ring of Solomon, thou shall never again see the land of men! Can any one part with his life? So give ear

unto that which I say; else will I kill thee.' And she was silent..There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, a merchant of the

merchants of Damascus, by name Aboulhusn, who had money and riches and slaves and slave-girls and lands and houses and baths; but he was not

blessed with a child and indeed his years waxed great; wherefore he addressed himself to supplicate God the Most High in private and in public and
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in his inclining and his prostration and at the season of the call to prayer, beseeching Him to vouchsafe him, before his admittance [to His mercy], a

son who should inherit his wealth and possessions; and God answered his prayer. So his wife conceived and the days of her pregnancy were

accomplished and her months and her nights and the pangs of her travail came upon her and she gave birth to a male child, as he were a piece of the

moon. He had not his match for beauty and he put to shame the sun and the resplendent moon; for he had a shining face and black eyes of

Babylonian witchery (2) and aquiline nose and ruby lips; brief, he was perfect of attributes, the loveliest of the folk of his time, without doubt or

gainsaying..? ? ? ? ? p. The Foxes and the Wolf dccccxxi.Meanwhile, the woman went out at hazard and donning devotee's apparel, fared on

without ceasing, till she came to a city and found the king's deputies dunning the towns-folk for the tribute, out of season. Presently, she saw a man,

whom they were pressing for the tribute; so she enquired of his case and being acquainted therewith, paid down the thousand dirhems for him and

delivered him from beating; whereupon he thanked her and those who were present. When he was set free, he accosted her and besought her to go

with him to his dwelling. So she accompanied him thither and supped with him and passed the night. When the night darkened on him, his soul

prompted him to evil, for that which he saw of her beauty and loveliness, and he lusted after her and required her [of love]; but she repelled him

and bade him fear God the Most High and reminded him of that which she had done with him of kindness and how she had delivered him from

beating and humiliation..So they gat them raiment of wool and clothing themselves therewith, went forth and wandered in the deserts and wastes;

but, when some days had passed over them, they became weak for hunger and repented them of that which they had done, whenas repentance

profited them not, and the prince complained to his father of weariness and hunger. 'Dear my son,' answered the king, 'I did with thee that which

behoved me, (205) but thou wouldst not hearken to me, and now there is no means of returning to thy former estate, for that another hath taken the

kingdom and become its defender; but I will counsel thee of somewhat, wherein do thou pleasure me.' Quoth the prince, 'What is it?' And his father

said, 'Take me and go with me to the market and sell me and take my price and do with it what thou wilt, and I shall become the property of one

who will provide for my support,' 'Who will buy thee of me,' asked the prince, 'seeing thou art a very old man? Nay, do thou rather sell me, for the

demand for me will be greater.' But the king said, 'An thou wert king, thou wouldst require me of service.'.? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Voyage of Sindbad

the Sailor.34. The City of Irem dxxxviii.The Khalif smiled and said to his eunuch, "O Mesrour, verily women are little of wit. I conjure thee, by

Allah, say, was not Aboulhusn with me but now?" ["Yes, O Commander of the Faithful," answered Mesrour] Quoth the Lady Zubeideh, laughing

from a heart full of wrath, "Wilt thou not leave thy jesting? Is it not enough that Aboulhusn is dead, but thou must kill my slave-girl also and

bereave us of the two and style me little of wit?" "Indeed," answered the Khalif, "it is Nuzhet el Fuad who is dead." And Zubeideh said, "Indeed he

hath not been with thee, nor hast thou seen him, and none was with me but now but Nuzhet el Fuad, and she sorrowful, weeping, with her clothes

torn. I exhorted her to patience and gave her a hundred dinars and a piece of silk; and indeed I was awaiting thy coming, so I might condole with

thee for thy boon- companion Aboulhusn el Khelia, and was about to send for thee." The Khalif laughed and said, "None is dead but Nuzhet el

Fuad;" and she, "No, no, my lord; none is dead but Aboulhusn.".? ? ? ? ? Yea, they'd join me in pouring forth tears and help me my woes to lament,

And like unto me they'd become all wasted and tortured and pale..They ate and drank and sported and made merry awhile of the day; and as they

were thus engaged, up came the master of the house, with his friends, whom he had brought with him, that they might carouse together, as of wont.

He saw the door opened and knocked lightly, saying to his friends, 'Have patience with me, for some of my family are come to visit me; wherefore

excuse belongeth [first] to God the Most High, and then to you.' (263) So they took leave of him and went their ways, whilst he gave another light

knock at the door. When the young man heard this, he changed colour and the woman said to him, 'Methinks thy servant hath returned.' 'Yes,'

answered he; and she arose and opening the door to the master of the house, said to him, 'Where hast thou been? Indeed, thy master is wroth with

thee.' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'I have but been about his occasions.'.Then he turned to the viziers and said to them, "Out on ye! What liars ye are!

What excuse is left you?" "O king," answered they, "there abideth no excuse for us and our sin hath fallen upon us and broken us in pieces. Indeed

we purposed evil to this youth and it hath reverted upon us, and we plotted mischief against him and it hath overtaken us; yea, we digged a pit for

him and have fallen ourselves therein." So the king bade hoist up the viziers upon the gibbets and crucify them there, for that God is just and

ordaineth that which is right. Then Azadbekht and his wife and son abode in joyance and contentment, till there came to them the Destroyer of

Delights and they died all; and extolled be the perfection of the [Ever-]Living One, who dieth not, to whom be glory and whose mercy be upon us

for ever and ever! Amen..Her verses pleased the kings of the Jinn and they said, 'By Allah, thou sayst sooth!' Then she rose to her feet, with the lute

in her hand, and played and sang, whilst the Jinn and the Sheikh Aboultawaif danced. Then the latter came up to her and gave her a carbuncle he

had taken from the hidden treasure of Japhet, son of Noah (on whom be peace), and which was worth the kingdom of the world; its light was as the

light of the sun and he said to her, 'Take this and glorify thyself withal over (233) the people of the world.' She kissed his hand and rejoiced in the

jewel and said, 'By Allah, this beseemeth none but the Commander of the Faithful.'.?STORY OF THE FULLER AND HIS WIFE..When it was the

ninth day, the viziers [foregathered and] said, one to another, "Verily, this youth baffleth us, for as often as the king is minded to put him to death,

he beguileth him and ensorcelleth him with a story; so what deem ye we should do, that we may slay him and be at rest from him?" Then they took

counsel together and were of accord that they should go to the king's wife [and prompt her to urge the king to slaughter the youth. So they betook

themselves to her] and said to her, "Thou art heedless of this affair wherein thou art and this heedlessness will not profit thee; whilst the king is

occupied with eating and drinking and diversion and forgetteth that the folk beat upon tabrets and sing of thee and say, 'The king's wife loveth the
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youth;' and what while he abideth on life, the talk will increase and not diminish." Quoth she, "By Allah, it was ye set me on against him, and what

shall I do [now]?" And they answered, "Do thou go in to the king and weep and say to him, 'Verily, the women come to me and tell me that I am

become a byword in the city, and what is thine advantage in the sparing of this youth? If thou wilt not slay him, slay me, so this talk may be

estopped from us.'".When Er Razi heard this, he said, 'Yonder wittol lusteth after my wife; but I will do him a mischief.' Then he rushed in upon

them, and when El Merouzi saw him, he marvelled at him and said to him, 'How didst thou make thine escape?' So he told him the trick he had

played and they abode talking of that which they had collected from the folk [by way of alms], and indeed they had gotten great store of money.

Then said El Merouzi, 'Verily, mine absence hath been prolonged and fain would I return to my own country.' Quoth Er Rasi,' As thou wilt;' and the

other said, 'Let us divide the money we have gotten and do thou go with me to my country, so I may show thee my tricks and my fashions.' 'Come

to-morrow,' replied Er Razi, 'and we will divide the money.'.At this Queen Kemeriyeh was moved to exceeding delight and drank off her cup,

saying, 'Well done, O queen of hearts!' Moreover, she took off a surcoat of blue brocade, fringed with red rubies, and a necklace of white jewels,

worth an hundred thousand dinars, and gave them to Tuhfeh. Then she passed the cup to her sister Zelzeleh, who had in her hand sweet basil, and

she said to Tuhfeh, 'Sing to me on this sweet basil.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ?

? All wasted is my body and bowels tortured sore; Love's fire on me still waxeth, mine eyes with tears still rain..Eleventh Officer's Story, The, ii.

175..Therewithal Queen Es Shuhba rejoiced and all who were present rejoiced also and admired her speech and fell to kissing her; and when she

had made an end of her song, Queen Kemeriyeh said to her, 'O my sister, ere thou go to thy palace, I would fain bring thee to look upon El Anca,

daughter of Behram Gour, whom El Anca, daughter of the wind, carried off, and her beauty; for that there is not her match on the face of the earth.'

And Queen Es Shuhba said, 'O Kemeriyeh, I [also] have a mind to see her.' Quoth Kemeriyeh, 'I saw her three years agone; but my sister

Wekhimeh seeth her at all times, for that she is near unto her, and she saith that there is not in the world a fairer than she. Indeed, this Queen El

Anca is become a byword for loveliness and proverbs are made upon her beauty and grace' And Wekhimeh said, 'By the mighty inscription [on the

seal-ring of Solomon], there is not her like in the world!' Then said Queen Es Shuhba, 'If it needs must be and the affair is as ye say, I will take

Tuhfeh and go with her [to El Anca], so she may see her.'.Now the treasuries aforetime had been in the viziers' hand, so they might do with them

what they would, and when they came under the youth's hand, that of the viziers was straitened from them, and the youth became dearer to the king

than a son and he could not brook to be separated from him. When the viziers saw this, they were jealous of him and envied him and cast about for

a device against him whereby they might oust him from the king's favour, but found no opportunity. At last, when came the destined hour, (101) it

chanced that the youth one day drank wine and became drunken and wandered from his wits; so he fell to going round about within the palace of

the king and fate led him to the lodging of the women, in which there was a little sleeping-chamber, where the king lay with his wife. Thither came

the youth and entering the chamber, found there a couch spread, to wit, a sleeping place, and a candle burning. So he cast himself on the couch,

marvelling at the paintings that were in the chamber, and slept and slumbered heavily till eventide, when there came a slave-girl, bringing with her

all the dessert, eatables and drinkables, that she was wont to make ready for the king and his wife, and seeing the youth lying on his back, (and

none knowing of his case and he in his drunkenness unknowing where he was,) thought that he was the king asleep on his bed; so she set the

censing-vessel and laid the essences by the couch, then shut the door and went away..? ? ? ? ? o. The Merchant and the Thieves dcxxix.He gave not

over going and the journey was pleasant to him, till they came to a goodly land, abounding in birds and wild beasts, whereupon El Abbas started a

gazelle and shot it with an arrow. Then he dismounted and cutting its throat, said to his servant, "Alight thou and skin it and carry it to the water."

Aamir answered him [with "Hearkening and obedience"] and going down to the water, kindled a fire and roasted the gazelle's flesh. Then they ate

their fill and drank of the water, after which they mounted again and fared on diligently, and Aamir still unknowing whither El Abbas was minded

to go. So he said to him, "O my lord, I conjure thee by God the Great, wilt thou not tell me whither thou intendest?" El Abbas looked at him and

made answer with the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Awaken, O ye sleepers all, and profit, whilst it's here By what's vouchsafed of fortune fair and life

untroubled, clear..There was once an Arab of [high] rank and [goodly] presence, a man of exalted generosity and magnanimity, and he had

brethren, with whom he consorted and caroused, and they were wont to assemble by turns in each other's houses. When it came to his turn, he made

ready in his house all manner goodly and pleasant meats and dainty drinks and exceeding lovely flowers and excellent fruits, and made provision of

all kinds of instruments of music and store of rare apothegms and marvellous stories and goodly instances and histories and witty anedotes and

verses and what not else, for there was none among those with whom he was used to company but enjoyed this on every goodly wise, and in the

entertainment he had provided was all whereof each had need. Then he sallied forth and went round about the city, in quest of his friends, so he

might assemble them; but found none of them in his house..When she had made an end of her song, the Commander of the Faithful said to her, "O

damsel, thou art in love." "Yes," answered she. And he said, "With whom?" Quoth she, "With my lord and my master, my love for whom is as the

love of the earth for rain, or as the love of the female for the male; and indeed the love of him is mingled with my flesh and my blood and hath

entered into the channels of my bones. O Commander of the Faithful, whenas I call him to mind, mine entrails are consumed, for that I have not

accomplished my desire of him, and but that I fear to die, without seeing him, I would assuredly kill myself." And he said, "Art thou in my

presence and bespeakest me with the like of these words? I will assuredly make thee forget thy lord.".Then he kept them under guard, and when the

morning morrowed, he referred their case to El Hejjaj, who caused bring them before him and enquiring into their affair, found that the first was the
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son of a barber-surgeon, the second of a [hot] bean-seller and the third of a weaver. So he marvelled at their readiness of speech (82) and said to his

session-mates, "Teach your sons deportment; (83) for, by Allah, but for their ready wit, I had smitten off their heads!".They knew him forthright

and rising to him, kissed his hands and rejoiced in him and said to him, 'O our lord, in good sooth, thou art a king and the son of a king, and we

desire thee nought but good and beseech [God to grant] thee continuance. Consider how God hath rescued thee from this thy wicked uncle, who

sent thee to a place whence none came ever off alive, purposing not in this but thy destruction; and indeed thou fellest into [peril of] death and God

delivered thee therefrom. So how wilt thou return and cast thyself again into thine enemy's hand? By Allah, save thyself and return not to him

again. Belike thou shall abide upon the face of the earth till it please God the Most High [to vouchsafe thee relief]; but, if thou fall again into his

hand, he will not suffer thee live a single hour.'.Actions, Of the Issues of Good and Evil, i. 103..67. Haroun er Reshid and Zubeideh in the Bath

ccclxxxv.? ? ? ? ? My patience underneath the loss of friends and folk With pallor's sorry garb hath clad me, comrades dear..Porter, Sindbad the

Sailor and Hindbad the, iii. 199.NOTE..84. The Devout Woman and the two Wicked Elders cccxciv."Except," continued the Khalif, "he were the

enemy of God, he had wished for her in this world, so he might after [repent and] return to righteous dealing. By Allah, he shall not come in to me!

Who is at the door other than he?" Quoth Adi, "Jemil ben Mamer el Udhri (51) is at the door;" and Omar said, "It is he who says in one of his odes"

... [And he recited the following:].? ? ? ? ? Yea, wonder-words I read therein, my trouble that increased And caused emaciation wear my body to a

shred..? ? ? ? ? And on their saddles perched are warriors richly clad, That with their hands do smite on kettle-drums amain..Upon the parting day

our loves from us did fare, iii. 114..Then the rest of the women of the palace came all to him and lifted him into a sitting posture, when he found

himself upon a couch, stuffed all with floss-silk and raised a cubit's height from the ground. (19) So they seated him upon it and propped him up

with a pillow, and he looked at the apartment and its greatness and saw those eunuchs and slave-girls in attendance upon him and at his head,

whereat he laughed at himself and said, "By Allah, it is not as I were on wake, and [yet] I am not asleep!" Then he arose and sat up, whilst the

damsels laughed at him and hid [their laughter] from him; and he was confounded in his wit and bit upon his finger. The bite hurt him and he cried

"Oh!" and was vexed; and the Khalif watched him, whence he saw him not, and laughed..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Officer's Story dccccxxxiv.165.

Ibrahim and Jemileh dcccciii.Bihkerd, Story of King, i. 121..When the appointed day arrived, En Numan sent for Sherik and said to him, "Verily

the first part of this day is past." And Sherik answered, "The king hath no recourse against me till it be eventide." When it evened, there appeared

one afar off and En Numan fell to looking upon him and on Sherik, and the latter said to him, "Thou hast no right over me till yonder fellow come,

for belike he is my man." As he spoke, up came the Tai in haste and En Numan said "By Allah, never saw I [any] more generous than you two! I

know not whether of you is the more generous, this one who became warrant for thee in [danger of] death or thou who returnest unto slaughter."

Then said he to Sherik, "What prompted thee to become warrant for him, knowing that it was death?" And he said, "[I did this] lest it be said,

'Generosity hath departed from viziers.'" Then said En Numan to the Tai, "And thou, what prompted thee to return, knowing that therein was death

and thine own destruction?" Quoth the Arab, "[I did this] lest it be said, 'Fidelity hath departed from the folk.'" And En Numan said, "By Allah, I

will be the third of you, (173) lest it be said, 'Clemency hath departed from kings.'" So he pardoned him and bade abolish the day of ill-omen;

whereupon the Arab recited the following verses:.Meanwhile, they carried the damsel into the Commander of the Faithful and she pleased him; so

he assigned her a lodging of the apartments of choice. She abode in the palace, eating not neither drinking and ceasing not from weeping night nor

day, till, one night, the Khalif sent for her to his sitting-chamber and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, be of good heart and cheerful eye, for I will make

thy rank higher than [any of] the concubines and thou shall see that which shall rejoice thee." She kissed the earth and wept; whereupon the Khalif

called for her lute and bade her sing. So she improvised and sang the following verses, in accordance with that which was in her heart:.? ? ? ? ? The

earth is my birth-place, indeed; but my place Of abidance is still in the cheeks of the fair..13. The Wolf and the Fox cxlviii.The Khalif laughed at

his speech and said, "By Allah, this is none other than a pleasant tale! Tell me thy story and the cause." "With all my heart," answered Aboulhusn.

"Know, O my lord, that my name is Aboulhusn el Khelia and that my father died and left me wealth galore, of which I made two parts. One I laid

up and with the other I betook myself to [the enjoyment of the pleasures of] friendship [and conviviality] and consorting with comrades and

boon-companions and with the sons of the merchants, nor did I leave one but I caroused with him and he with me, and I spent all my money on

companionship and good cheer, till there remained with me nought [of the first half of my good]; whereupon I betook myself to the comrades and

cup-companions upon whom I had wasted my wealth, so haply they might provide for my case; but, when I resorted to them and went round about

to them all, I found no avail in one of them, nor broke any so much as a crust of bread in my face. So I wept for myself and repairing to my mother,

complained to her of my case. Quoth she, 'On this wise are friends; if thou have aught, they make much of thee and devour thee, but, if thou have

nought, they cast thee off and chase thee away.' Then I brought out the other half of my money and bound myself by an oath that I would never

more entertain any, except one night, after which I would never again salute him nor take note of him; hence my saying to thee, 'Far be it that what

is past should recur!' For that I will never again foregather with thee, after this night.".? ? ? ? ? Saying, "Thy fill of union take; no spy is there on us,

Whom we should fear, nor yet reproach our gladness may abate.".? ? ? ? ? j. The Enchanted Springs dlxxxii.Then there reigned after them an

understanding king, who was just, keen-witted and accomplished and loved stories, especially those which chronicle the doings of kings and

sultans, and he found [in the treasuries of the kings who had foregone him] these marvellous and rare and delightful stories, [written] in the thirty

volumes aforesaid. So he read in them a first book and a second and a third and [so on] to the last of them, and each book pleased him more than
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that which forewent it, till he came to the end of them. Then he marvelled at that which he had read [therein] of stories and discourse and witty

traits and anecdotes and moral instances and reminiscences and bade the folk copy them and publish them in all lands and climes; wherefore their

report was bruited abroad and the people named them "The marvels and rarities of the Thousand Nights and One Night." This is all that hath come

down to us of [the history of] this book, and God is All-Knowing. (196).? ? ? ? ? i. The Spider and the Wind dccccviii.100. The Rogueries of

Delileh the Crafty and her Daughter Zeyneb the Trickstress dcclvi.When the prefect saw this, he said, "By Allah, the captain is excused!" Then my

comrades came round about me and sprinkled water on my face, [till I came to myself,] when I arose and accosting the Cadi, who was covered with

confusion, said to him, "Thou seest that suspicion is fallen on thee, and indeed this affair is no light matter, for that this woman's family will

assuredly not sit down under her loss." Therewith the Cadi's heart quaked and he knew that the suspicion had reverted upon him, wherefore his

colour paled and his limbs smote together; and he paid of his own money, after the measure of that which he had lost, so we would hush up the

matter for him. (106) Then we departed from him in peace, whilst I said in myself, "Indeed, the woman deceived me not.".? ? ? ? ? f. The Lady and

her Two Lovers dcccclxxxiv.Singer and the Druggist, The, i. 229..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. Story of Aziz and Azizeh cxliii.Craft, Women's, ii.

287..Meanwhile, news came to his wife that her husband had taken service with King Such-an-one; so she arose and taking her two sons, (for she

had given birth to twin boys in his absence,) set out for those parts. As fate would have it, they happened upon an island and her husband came

thither that very night in the ship. [When the woman heard of the coming of the ship], she said to her children, 'This ship cometh from the country

where your father is; so go ye to the sea-shore, that ye may enquire of him.' So they repaired to the sea-shore and [going up into the ship], fell to

playing about it and occupied themselves with their play till the evening..? ? ? ? ? The fire of love-longing I hide; severance consumeth me, A thrall

of care, for long desire to wakefulness a prey..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ea. Story of the Barber's First Brother ci.Then he turned back, pondering upon that

sleeping youth, and coming to him, as he slept, lighted down from his horse and sat down by him. He fixed his eyes upon his face and considered

him awhile and said in himself, 'For aught I know, this youth may be Melik Shah.' And he fell a-hemming and saying, 'Harkye, O youth!'

Whereupon the sleeper awoke and sat up; and the eunuch said to him, 'Who is thy father in this village and where is thy dwelling?' The youth

sighed and answered, 'I am a stranger;' and the eunuch said, 'From what land art thou and who is thy father?' Quoth the other, 'I am from such a

land,' and the eunuch ceased not to question him and he to answer him, till he was certified of him and knew him. So he rose and embraced him and

kissed him and wept over his case. Moreover, he told him that he was going about in quest of him and informed him that he was come privily from

the king his mother's husband and that his mother would be content [to know] that he was alive and well, though she saw him not..166. Aboulhusn

of Khorassan dcccclix.His love on him took pity and wept for his dismay, ii. 210..Some months after this, I met him again under arrest, in the midst

of the guards and officers of the police, and he said to them, "Seize yonder man." So they laid hands on me and carried me to the chief of the

police, who said, "What hast thou to do with this fellow?" The thief turned to me and looking a long while in my face, said, "Who took this man?"

Quoth the officers, "Thou badest us take him; so we took him." And he said, "I seek refuge with God! I know not this man, nor knoweth he me; and

I said not that to you but of a man other than this." So they released me, and awhile afterward the thief met me in the street and saluted me, saying,

"O my lord, fright for fright! Hadst thou taken aught from me, thou hadst had a part in the calamity." (146) And I said to him, "God [judge]

between thee and me!" And this is what I have to tell'.Then he bade lodge him near himself and was bountiful to him and took him apart and said to

him, 'Expound to me the story of the phial and whence then knewest that the water therein was that of a man, and he a stranger and a Jew, and that

his ailment was indigestion?' ' It is well,' answered the weaver. ' Thou must know that we people of Persia are skilled in physiognomy (23) and I

saw the woman to be rosy-cheeked, blue-eyed and tall. Now these attributes belong to women who are enamoured of a man and are distraught for

love of him; (24) moreover, I saw her consumed [with anxiety]; wherefore I knew that the patient was her husband. As for his strangerhood, I

observed that the woman's attire differed from that of the people of the city, wherefore I knew that she was a stranger; and in the mouth of the phial

I espied a yellow rag, (25) whereby I knew that the patient was a Jew and she a Jewess. Moreover, she came to me on the first day [of the week];

(26) and it is the Jews' custom to take pottages (27) and meats that have been dressed overnight (28) and eat them on the Sabbath day, (29) hot and

cold, and they exceed in eating; wherefore indigestion betideth them. On this wise I was directed and guessed that which thou hast heard.'.The

money-changer thought they did but finesse with him, that they might get the ass at their own price; but, when they went away from him and he

had long in vain awaited their return, he cried out, saying, 'Woe!' and 'Ruin!' and 'Alack, my sorry chance!' and shrieked aloud and tore his clothes.

So the people of the market assembled to him and questioned him of his case; whereupon he acquainted them with his plight and told them what

the sharpers had said and how they had beguiled him and how it was they who had cajoled him into buying an ass worth half a hundred dirhems

(47) for five thousand and five hundred. (48) His friends blamed him and a company of the folk laughed at him and marvelled at his folly and his

credulity in accepting the sharpers' talk, without suspicion, and meddling with that which he understood not and thrusting himself into that whereof

he was not assured..75. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Haroun er Reshld and Zubeideh ccclxxxviii.45. The Man who stole the Dog's Dish of Gold

cccxl.? ? ? ? ? God keep the days of love-delight! How dearly sweet they were! How joyous and how solaceful was life in them whilere!.? ? ? ? ?

By thy ransom, (109) who dwellest alone in my heart, In despair for the loss of the loved one am I..? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Eunuch Kafour xxxix.?

? ? ? ? And when I long to look upon thy face, My life is perished with desire straightway..? ? ? ? ? Yea, all my passion and desire and love-longing

in verse, As pearls in goodly order strung it were, I did enshrine..?Story of King Ibrahim and His Son..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Old Man's Story
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ii.Presently, the vizier entered and the king signed to him to cause avoid the place. So he signed to those who were present to withdraw, and they

departed; whereupon quoth the king to him, "How deemest thou, O excellent vizier, O loyal counsellor in all manner of governance, of a vision I

have seen in my sleep?" "What is it, O king?" asked the vizier, and Shah Bekht related to him his dream, adding, "And indeed the sage interpreted

it to me and said to me, 'An thou put not the vizier to death within a month, he will slay thee.' Now I am exceeding both to put the like of thee to

death, yet do I fear to leave thee on life. What then dost thou counsel me that I should do in this matter?" The vizier bowed his head awhile, then

raised it and said, "God prosper the king! Verily, it skills not to continue him on life of whom the king is afraid, and my counsel is that thou make

haste to put me to death.".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ec. Story of the Barber's Third Brother xxxii.Now the merchant their father lay asleep in the ship, and

the crying of the boys troubled him; so he rose to call out to them [and silence them] and let the purse [with the thousand dinars therein] fall among

the bales of merchandise. He sought for it and finding it not, buffeted his head and seized upon the boys, saying, 'None took the purse but you. Ye

were playing about the bales, so ye might steal somewhat, and there was none here but you.' Then he took a staff and laying hold of the children,

fell to beating them and flogging them, whilst they wept, and the sailors came round about them and said, 'The boys of this island are all thieves

and robbers.' Then, of the greatness of the merchant's wrath, he swore that, if they brought not out the purse, he would drown them in the sea; so

when [by reason of their denial] his oath became binding upon him, he took the two boys and lashing them [each] to a bundle of reeds, cast them

into the sea..Third Officer's Story, The, ii. 137..? ? ? ? ? If in night's blackness thou hast plunged into the desert's heart And hast denied thine eyes

the taste of sleep and its delight,.As they were thus in the enjoyment of all that in most delicious of easance and delight, and indeed the wine was

sweet to them and the talk pleasant, behold, there came a knocking at the door. So the master of the house went out, that he might see what was to

do, and found ten men of the Khalif's eunuchs at the door. When he saw this, he was amazed and said to them, "What is to do?" Quoth they, "The

Commander of the Faithful saluteth thee and requireth of thee the slave-girl whom thou hast for sale and whose name is Sitt el Milah." By Allah,"

answered the other, "I have sold her." And they said, "Swear by the head of the Commander of the Faithful that she is not in thy dwelling." He

made oath that he had sold her and that she was no longer at his disposal; but they paid no *need to his word and forcing their way into the house,

found the damsel and the young Damascene in the sitting-chamber. So they laid hands upon her, and the youth said, "This is my slave-girl, whom I

have bought with my money." But they hearkened not to his speech and taking her, carried her off to the Commander of the Faithful..? ? ? ? ? Unto

me the world's whole gladness is thy nearness and thy sight; All incumbent thy possession and thy love a law of right..? ? ? ? ? And high is my

repute, for that I wounded aforetime My lord, (215) whom God made best of all the treaders of the clay..Twere better and meeter thy presence to

leave, For, if the eye see not, the heart doth not grieve.'.Man of Khorassan, his Son and his Governor, Story of the, i. 218..? ? ? ? ? May the place of

my session ne'er lack thee I Oh, why, My heart's love, hast thou saddened my mind and mine eye? (108).? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ea. Story of the Barber's

First Brother xxxi.? ? ? ? ? Though Fortune whiles to thee belike may be unjust, Her seasons change and man's excused if he transgress..? ? ? ? ? a.

The Adventures of Beloukiya cccclxxxvi.When the Khalif heard this, her speech pleased him and he strained her to his bosom. Then he went forth

from her and locked the door upon her, as before; whereupon she took the book and sat looking in it awhile. Presently, she laid it down and taking

the lute, tightened its strings. Then she smote thereon, after a wondrous fashion, such as would have moved inanimate things [to delight], and fell to

singing marvellous melodies and chanting the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Of patience, thy whilom endearments again, That I never to any divulged,

nor deny.? ? ? ? ? So hath the Merciful towards Hudheifeh driven you, A champion ruling over all, a lion of great might..? ? ? ? ? Of spies, "How

long, O scoffer, wilt mock at my despair, As 'twere God had created nought else whereat to jeer?".One day, he went forth in quest of certain stray

camels of his and fared on all his day and night till eventide, when he [came to an Arab encampment and] was fain to seek hospitality of one of the

inhabitants. So he alighted at one of the tents of the camp and there came forth to him a man of short stature and loathly aspect, who saluted him

and lodging him in a corner of the tent, sat entertaining him with talk, the goodliest that might be. When his food was dressed, the Arab's wife

brought it to the guest, and he looked at the mistress of the tent and saw a favour than which no goodlier might be. Indeed, her beauty and grace and

symmetry amazed him and he abode confounded, looking now at her and now at her husband. When his looking grew long, the man said to him,

'Harkye, O son of the worthy! Occupy thyself with thine own concerns, for by me and this woman hangeth a rare story, that is yet goodlier than that

which thou seest of her beauty; and when we have made an end of our food, I will tell it thee.'.? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor

dlix.Zubeideh, El Mamoun and, i. 199.There was once, of old days, a king of the kings, whose name was Azadbekht; his [capital] city was called

Kuneim Mudoud and his kingdom extended to the confines of Seistan and from the frontiers of Hindustan to the sea He had ten viziers, who

ordered his state and his dominion, and he was possessed of judgment and exceeding wisdom. One day he went forth with certain of his guards to

the chase and fell in with an eunuch on horseback, holding in his hand the halter of a mule, which he led along. On the mule's back was a litter of

gold-inwoven brocade, garded about with an embroidered band set with gold and jewels, and over against the litter was a company of horsemen.

When King Azadbekht saw this, he separated himself from his companions and making for the mule and the horsemen, questioned the latter,

saying, "To whom belongeth this litter and what is therein?". The eunuch answered, (for he knew not that he was King Azadbekht,) saying, "This

litter belongeth to Isfehend, vizier to King Azadbekht, and therein is his daughter, whom he purposeth to marry to Zad Shah the King.".71. Yehya

ben Khalid and the Poor Man dclvi.The Twenty-First Night of the Month..So the youth returned to his house, and indeed the world was grown

black in his eyes and he said, 'My father said sooth.' Then he opened the chamber door and piling up the bricks under his feet, put the rope about his
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neck and kicked away the bricks and swung himself off; whereupon the rope gave way with him [and he fell] to the ground and the ceiling clove in

sunder and there poured down on him wealth galore, So he knew that his father meant to discipline (226) him by means of this and invoked God's

mercy on him. Then he got him again that which he had sold of lands and houses and what not else and became once more in good case. Moreover,

his friends returned to him and he entertained them some days..Seventh Officer's Story, The, ii. 150..As fate would have it, the chief of the police

was passing through the market; so the people told him [what was to do] and he made for the door and burst it open. We entered with a rush and

found the thieves, as they had overthrown my friend and cut his throat; for they occupied not themselves with me, but said, 'Whither shall yonder

fellow go? Indeed, he is in our grasp.' So the prefect took them with the hand (129) and questioned them, and they confessed against the woman

and against their associates in Cairo. Then he took them and went forth, after he had locked up the house and sealed it; and I accompanied him till

he came without the [first] house. He found the door locked from within; so he bade break it open and we entered and found another door. This also

he caused burst in, enjoining his men to silence till the doors should be opened, and we entered and found the band occupied with a new victim,

whom the woman had just brought in and whose throat they were about to cut..? ? ? ? ? Love no light matter is, O folk, nor are the woe and care

And blame a little thing to brook that unto it pertain..Presently, the king [of the city] was minded to go forth to his garden, (206) a-pleasuring, and

bade the cook forego him thither and appoint in his stead one who should dress meat for the king, so that, when he returned, he might find it ready.

So the cook fell a-considering of whom he should appoint and was bewildered concerning his affair. As he was on this wise, the old man came to

him and seeing him perplexed how he should do, said to him, 'Tell me what is in thy mind; belike, I may avail to relieve thee.' So he acquainted

him with the king's wishes and he said, 'Have no care for this, but leave me one of the serving-men and go thou in peace and surety, for I will

suffice thee of this.' So the cook departed with the king, after he had brought the old man what he needed and left him a man of the guards..Razi

(Er) and El Merouzi, ii. 28..When the king had made an end of his story, he bade the bystanders spit in the Magian's face and curse him; and they

did this. Then he bade cut out his tongue and on the morrow he bade cut off his ears and nose and pluck out his eyes. On the third day he bade cut

off his hands and on the fourth his feet; and they ceased not to lop him limb from limb, and each member they cast into the fire, after its cutting-off,

before his face, till his soul departed, after he had endured torments of all kinds and fashions. The king bade crucify his trunk on the city-wall three

days' space; after which he let burn it and reduce its ashes to powder and scatter them abroad in the air..? ? ? ? ? By Allah, I knew not their worth

nor yet how dear.There was once a man of Nishapour, (1) who had a wife of the utmost loveliness and piety, and he was minded to set out on the

pilgrimage. So he commended his wife to the care of his brother and besought him to aid her in her affairs and further her to her desires till he

should return, so they both abode alive and well. Then he took ship and departed and his absence was prolonged. Meanwhile, the brother went in to

his brother's wife, at all times and seasons, and questioned her of her circumstances and went about her occasions; and when his visits to her were

prolonged and he heard her speech and looked upon her face, the love of her gat hold upon his heart and he became distraught with passion for her

and his soul prompted him [to evil]. So he besought her to lie with him, but she refused and chid him for his foul deed, and he found him no way

unto presumption; (2) wherefore he importuned her with soft speech and gentleness..Certain husbandmen once made complaint to David (on whom

be peace!) against certain owners of sheep, whose flocks had fallen upon their crops by night and devoured them, and he bade value the crops [and

that the shepherds should make good the amount]. But Solomon (on whom be peace!) rose and said, "Nay, but let the sheep be delivered to the

husbandmen, so they may take their milk and wool, till they have repaid themselves the value of their crops; then let the sheep return to their

owners." So David withdrew his own ordinance and caused execute that of Solomon; yet was David no oppressor; but Solomon's judgment was

more pertinent and he showed himself therein better versed in jurisprudence.' (245).TABLE OF CONTENTS OF THE UNFINISHED

CALCUTTA (1814-18) EDITION (FIRST TWO HUNDRED NIGHTS ONLY) OF THE ARABIC TEXT OF THE BOOK OF THE THOUSAND

NIGHTS AND ONE NIGHT..On this wise he continued to do for the space of a whole year, till, one day, as he sat on the bridge, according to his

custom, expecting who should come to him, so he might take him and pass the night with him, behold, [up came] the Khalif and Mesrour, the

swordsman of his vengeance, disguised [in merchants' habits] as of their wont. So he looked at them and rising up, for that he knew them not, said

to them, "What say ye? Will you go with me to my dwelling-place, so ye may eat what is ready and drink what is at hand, to wit, bread baked in the

platter (8) and meat cooked and wine clarified?" The Khalif refused this, but he conjured him and said to him, "God on thee, O my lord, go with

me, for thou art my guest this night, and disappoint not my expectation concerning thee!" And he ceased not to press him till he consented to him;

whereat Aboulhusn rejoiced and going on before him, gave not over talking with him till they came to his [house and he carried the Khalif into the]

saloon. Er Reshid entered and made his servant abide at the door; and as soon as he was seated, Aboulhusn brought him somewhat to eat; so he ate,

and Aboulhusn ate with him, so eating might be pleasant to him. Then he removed the tray and they washed their hands and the Khalif sat down

again; whereupon Aboulhusn set on the drinking vessels and seating himself by his side, fell to filling and giving him to drink and entertaining him

with discourse..Assemble, ye people of passion, I pray, iii. 31..When the king heard this, his anger subsided and he said, "Carry him back to prison

till to-morrow, to we may look into his affair.".? ? ? ? ? How many, in Yemameh, (64) dishevelled widows plain! How many a weakling orphan

unsuccoured doth remain,.Now I was drunken and my clothes were drenched with the blood; and as I passed along the road, I met a thief. When he

saw me, he knew me and said to me, "Harkye, such an one!" "Well?" answered I, and he said, "What is that thou hast with thee?" So I acquainted

him with the case and he took the head from me. Then we went on till we came to the river, where he washed the head and considering it straitly,
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said, "By Allah, this is my brother, my father's son. and he used to spunge upon the folk." Then he threw the head into the river. As for me, I was

like a dead man [for fear]; but he said to me, "Fear not neither grieve, for thou art quit of my brother's blood.".12. The Waterfowl and the Tortoise

cxlviii.The first to take the cup was Iblis the Accursed, who said, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, sing over my cup.' So she took the lute and touching it, sang

the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? The camel-leader singing came with the belov'd; our wish Accomplished was and we were quit of all the railers'

prate..? ? ? ? ? Drink of the first-run wine, that shows as very flame it were, When from the pitcher 'tis outpoured, or ere the day appear..? ? ? ? ?

"How call'st thou this thy dress?" quoth we, and she replied A word wherein the wise a lesson well might trace;.? ? ? ? ? Yet thou repaidst me with

constraint, rigour and perfidy, To which no lover might himself on any wise resign..It is said that En Numan (169) had two boon-companions, one

of whom was called Ibn Saad and the other Amrou ben el Melik, and he became one night drunken and bade bury them alive; so they buried them.

When he arose on the morrow, he enquired for them and was acquainted with their case, whereupon he built over them a monument and appointed

to himself a day of ill-luck and a day of good-luck. If any met him on his day of ill-omen, he slew him and with his blood he washed the monument

aforesaid, the which is a place well known in Cufa; and if any met him on his day of grace, he enriched him..Picture, The Prince who fell in love

with the, i. 256..31. The City of Lebtait dxxxii.Things, The King who knew the Quintessence of, i. 239.Now the king was leaning back; so he sat

up and said, 'Tell me of this.' 'It is well,' answered the tither. 'I go to the man whom I purpose to tithe and circumvent him and feign to be occupied

with certain business, so that I seclude myself therewith from the folk; and meanwhile the man is squeezed after the foulest fashion, till nothing is

left him. Then I appear and they come in to me and questions befall concerning him and I say, "Indeed, I was ordered worse than this, for some one

(may God curse him!) hath slandered him to the king." Then I take half of his good and return him the rest publicly before the folk and send him

away to his house, in all honour and worship, and he causeth the money returned to be carried before him, whilst he and all who are with him call

down blessings on me. So is it published in the city that I have returned him his money and he himself saith the like, so he may have a claim on me

for the favour due to whoso praiseth me. Then I feign to forget him till some time (242) hath passed over him, when I send for him and recall to

him somewhat of that which hath befallen aforetime and demand [of him] somewhat privily. So he doth this and hasteneth to his dwelling and

sendeth what I bid him, with a glad heart. Then I send to another man, between whom and the other is enmity, and lay hands upon him and feign to

the first man that it is he who hath traduced him to the king and taken the half of his good; and the people praise me.' (243).As for the governor, he

wasted all that was with him and returned to the city, where he saw the youth and excused himself to him. Then he questioned him of what had

befallen him and he told him, whereat he marvelled and returned to companionship with him; but the youth ceased to have regard for him and gave

him not stipends, as of his [former] wont, neither discovered to him aught of his secrets. When the governor saw that there was no profit for him

with the young Khorassani, he returned to the king, the ravisher of the damsel, and told him what the chamberlain had done and counselled him to

slay the latter and incited him to recover the damsel, [promising] to give his friend to drink of poison and return. So the king sent for the

chamberlain and upbraided him; whereupon he fell upon him and slew him and the king's servants fell upon the chamberlain and slew him..The

woman who used to act as decoy for them once caught them a woman from a bride-feast, under pretence that she had a wedding toward in her own

house, and appointed her for a day, whereon she should come to her. When the appointed day arrived, the woman presented herself and the other

carried her into the house by a door, avouching that it was a privy door. When she entered [the saloon], she saw men and champions (131) [and

knew that she had fallen into a trap]; so she looked at them and said, "Harkye, lads! (132) I am a woman and there is no glory in my slaughter, nor

have ye any feud of blood-revenge against me, wherefore ye should pursue me; and that which is upon me of [trinkets and apparel] ye are free to

take." Quoth they, "We fear thy denunciation." But she answered, saying, "I will abide with you, neither coming in nor going out." And they said,

"We grant thee thy life.".? ? ? ? ? Between mine eyes and wake ye have your dwelling-place, and thus My tears flow on unceasingly, my sighs

know no relent..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab. Story of the King's Son and the Ogress v.Then he sent for the viziers and said to them, 'O wicked viziers, ye

thought that God was heedless of your deed, but your wickedness shall revert upon you. Know ye not that whoso diggeth a pit for his brother shall

fall into it? Take from me the punishment of this world and to-morrow ye shall get the punishment of the world to come and requital from God.'

Then he bade put them to death; so [the headsman] smote off their heads before the king, and he went in to his wife and acquainted her with that

wherein he had transgressed against Abou Temam; whereupon she grieved for him with an exceeding grief and the king and the people of his

household left not weeping and repenting all their lives. Moreover, they brought Abou Temam forth of the well and the king built him a dome

(127) in his palace and buried him therein..For the uses of food I was fashioned and made, ii. 223..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? na. A Merry Jest of a Thief

dccccxl.? ? ? ? ? aa. Selim and Selma dccccxxii.To return to King El Aziz. When his son El Abbas left him, he was desolated for him with an

exceeding desolation, he and his mother; and when tidings of him tarried long and the appointed time passed [and the prince returned not], the king

caused public proclamation to be made, commanding all his troops to make ready to mount and go forth in quest of his son El Abbas at the end of

three days, after which time no cause of hindrance nor excuse should be admitted unto any. So on the fourth day, the king bade number the troops,

and behold, they were four-and-twenty thousand horse, besides servants and followers. Accordingly, they reared the standards and the drums beat

to departure and the king set out [with his army], intending for Baghdad; nor did he cease to fare on with all diligence, till he came within half a

day's journey of the city and bade his troops encamp in [a place there called] the Green Meadow. So they pitched the tents there, till the country

was straitened with them, and set up for the king a pavilion of green brocade, broidered with pearls and jewels..Now there accosted him once, on
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his day of ill-omen, an Arab of the Benou Tai, (170) and En Numan would have put him to death; but the Arab said, "God quicken the king! I have

two little girls and have made none guardian over them; so, if the king see fit to grant me leave to go to them, I will give him the covenant of God

(171) that I will return to him, whenas I have appointed them a guardian." En Numan had compassion on him and said to him, "If a man will be

surety for thee of those who are with us, [I will let thee go], and if thou return not, I will put him to death." Now there was with En Numan his

vizier Sherik ben Amrou; so the Tai (172) looked at him and said,.Old Woman and the Draper's Wife, The, ii. 55.
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