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The raft fared on with me, running along the surface of the river, and entered into the inward of the mountain, where the light of day forsook me
and | abode dazed and stupefied, unknowing whither | went. Whenas | hungered, | ate alittle of the victual | had with me, till it was all spent and |
abode expecting the mercy of the Lord of all creatures. (206) Presently | found myself in a strait [channel] in the darkness and my head rubbed
against the roof of the cave; and in this case | abode awhile, knowing not night from day, whilst anon the channel grew straiter and anon widened
out; and whenas my breast was straitened and | was confounded at my case, sleep took me and | knew neither little nor much..? ?? ? ? Indeed, your
long estrangement hath caused my bowels yearn. Would God | were a servant in waiting at your door!.Actions, Of the Issues of Good and Evil, i.
103..'Know, then,' said the merchant, 'that | am a man from the land of China and wasin my youth well-favoured and well-to-do. Now | made no
account of womankind, one and all, but followed after boys, and one night | saw, in adream, asit were a balance set up, and it was said by it, "This
isthe portion of such an one." Presently, | heard my own name; so | looked and beheld a woman of the utmost |oathliness; whereupon | awokein
affright and said, "I will never marry, lest haply thisloathly woman fall to my lot." Then | set out for this city with merchandise and the voyage was
pleasant to me and the sojourn here, so that | took up my abode here awhile and got me friends and factors, till | had sold all my merchandise and
taken its price and there was left me nothing to occupy metill the folk (212) should depart and depart with them..Then the Khalif went in to the
Lady Zubeideh, pale with anger, and she noted thisin him and said to him, "How cometh it that | see the Commander of the Faithful changed of
colour?' "O daughter of my uncle,” answered he, "I have a beautiful slave-girl, who reciteth verses and telleth stories, and she hath taken my whole
heart; but she loveth other than | and avoucheth that she loveth her [former] master; wherefore | have sworn a great oath that, if she come again to
my sitting-chamber and sing for other than I, | will assuredly take a span from her highest part.” (21)Quoth Zubeideh, "Let the Commander of the
Faithful favour me with her presence, so | may look on her and hear her singing." So he bade fetch her and she came, whereupon the Lady
Zubeideh withdrew behind the curtain, whereas she saw her not, and Er Reshid said to her, "Sing to us." So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the
following verses:.Presently, the king arose from the wine-chamber and taking his wife by the hand, repaired with her to the chamber in which he
dept. He opened the door and entering, saw the youth lying on the bed, whereupon he turned to his wife and said to her, "What doth this youth
here? This fellow cometh not hither but on thine account." Quoth she, "I have no knowledge of him." With this, the youth awoke and seeing the
king, sprang up and prostrated himself before him, and Azadbekht said to him, "O vile of origin, (102) O lack-loyalty, what hath prompted thee to
outrage my dwelling?' And he bade imprison him in one place and the woman in another..There was once a man of Nishapour, (1) who had awife
of the utmost loveliness and piety, and he was minded to set out on the pilgrimage. So he commended his wife to the care of his brother and
besought him to aid her in her affairs and further her to her desirestill he should return, so they both abode alive and well. Then he took ship and
departed and his absence was prolonged. Meanwhile, the brother went in to his brother's wife, at all times and seasons, and questioned her of her
circumstances and went about her occasions; and when his visits to her were prolonged and he heard her speech and looked upon her face, the love
of her gat hold upon his heart and he became distraught with passion for her and his soul prompted him [to evil]. So he besought her to lie with
him, but she refused and chid him for his foul deed, and he found him no way unto presumption; (2) wherefore he importuned her with soft speech

Serpent-Charmer and his Wife dcceevii.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Old Man's Story viii.Now the magistrate knew of the theft of the pearls; so he bade
clap the merchant in prison. Accordingly they imprisoned him and flogged him, and he abode in the prison awhole year, till, by the ordinance of
God the Most High, the Master of Police arrested one of the divers aforesaid and imprisoned him in the prison where the merchant lay. He saw the
latter and knowing him, questioned him of his case; whereupon he told them his story and that which had befallen him, and the diver marvelled at
the sorriness of hisluck. So, when he came forth of the prison, he acquainted the Sultan with the merchant's case and told him that it was he who
had given him the pearls. The Sultan bade bring him forth of the prison and questioned him of his story, whereupon he told him all that had

befallen him and the Sultan pitied him and assigned him alodging in his own palace, together with an allowance for hisliving..? ? ?? ? Our stead,
that late was desert, grew green and eke our trees, That barren were, grew loaded with ripened fruits galore..138. Hind Daughter of En Numan and
El Hejjaj delxxxi.One day, as the [chief] painter wrought at his work, there came in to him a poor man, who looked long upon him and observed his
handicraft; whereupon quoth the painter to him, "Knowest thou aught of painting?' "Yes," answered the stranger; so he gave him tools and paints
and said to him, "Make us arare piece of work." So the stranger entered one of the chambers of the bath and drew [on the walls thereof] a double
border, which he adorned on both sides, after a fashion than which never saw eyes afairer. Moreover, [amiddleward the chamber] he drew a picture
to which there lacked but the breath, and it was the portraiture of Mariyeh, the king's daughter of Baghdad. Then, when he had made an end of the
portrait, he went his way [and told none of what he had done], nor knew any the chambers and doors of the bath and the adornment and ordinance
thereof..Fourteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 183..Then she cast the lute from her hand and swooned away; so she was carried to her chamber and
indeed passion waxed upon her. After along while, the Commander of the Faithful sent for her athird time and bade her sing. So she took the lute
and sang the following verses..They ate and drank and sported and made merry awhile of the day; and as they were thus engaged, up came the
master of the house, with his friends, whom he had brought with him, that they might carouse together, as of wont. He saw the door opened and
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knocked lightly, saying to his friends, 'Have patience with me, for some of my family are come to visit me; wherefore excuse belongeth [first] to
God the Most High, and then to you.' (263) So they took leave of him and went their ways, whilst he gave another light knock at the door. When
the young man heard this, he changed colour and the woman said to him, 'Methinks thy servant hath returned.' 'Y es," answered he; and she arose
and opening the door to the master of the house, said to him, "Where hast thou been? Indeed, thy master is wroth with thee.' 'O my lady," answered
he, 'l have but been about his occasions.'.Sons, Story of King Suleiman Shah and his, i. 150..When the king heard this, he said, "'This proof sufficeth
me," and rising forthright in the night, let bring the youth and the eunuch. Then he examined the former's throat with a candle and saw [the scar
where] it [had been] cut from ear to ear, and indeed the place had healed up and it was like unto a stretched-out thread. Therewithal the king fell
down prostrate to God, [in thanksgiving to Him] for that He had delivered the prince from all these perils and from the stresses that he had
undergone, and rejoiced with an exceeding joy for that he had wrought deliberately and had not made haste to slay him, in which case sore
repentance had betided him. Asfor the youth," continued the young treasurer, "he was not saved but because his term was deferred, and on like
wise, O king, isit with me; | too have a deferred term, which | shall attain, and a period which | shall accomplish, and | trust in God the Most High
that He will give me the victory over these wicked viziers.".? ? ? ? ? Upon yon be the peace of God! May all prosperity, For what's decreed of years
and lives, upon you ever wait!.Now there accosted him once, on his day of ill-omen, an Arab of the Benou Tai, (170) and En Numan would have
put him to death; but the Arab said, "God quicken the king! | have two little girls and have made none guardian over them; so, if the king see fit to
grant me leave to go to them, | will give him the covenant of God (171) that | will return to him, whenas | have appointed them a guardian.” En
Numan had compassion on him and said to him, "If aman will be surety for thee of those who are with us, [I will let thee go], and if thou return

Wherefore fair patience look thou use, for sure 'tis praiseworthy; Y ea, and its issues evermore are blessed and benign;.Then he called Sitt el Milah
and said to her, "The house [wherein thou lodgest] and that which is therein Is a guerdon [from me] to thy lord. So do thou take him and depart
with him in the safeguard of God the Most High; but absent not yourselves from our presence.” [So she went forth with Noureddin and] when she
came to the house, she found that the Commander of the Faithful had sent them gifts galore and abundance of good things. As for Noureddin, he
sent for his father and mother and appointed him agents and factors in the city of Damascus, to take the rent of the houses and gardens and khans
and baths; and they occupied themselves with collecting that which accrued to him and sending it to him every year. Meanwhile, his father and
mother came to him, with that which they had of monies and treasures and merchandise, and foregathering with their son, saw that he was become
of the chief officers of the Commander of the Faithful and of the number of his session-mates and entertainers, wherefore they rejoiced in reunion
with him and he also rejoiced in them..? ? ? ? ? Whenas its jar was opened, the singers prostrate fell In worship of its brightness, it shone so
wonder-clear..? ??? ? How long will ye admonished be, without avail or heed? The shepherd still his flocks forbids, and they obey his rede..Now
he had no treasure; but the thief believed him not and insisted upon him with threats and blows. When he saw that he got no profit of him, he said
to him, 'Swear by the oath of divorce from thy wife (247) [that thou hast nothing].' So he swore and his wife said to him, 'Out on thee! Wilt thou
divorce me? Is not the treasure buried in yonder chamber? Then she turned to the thief and conjured him to multiply blows upon her husband, till
he should deliver to him the treasure, concerning which he had sworn falsely. So he drubbed him grievously, till he carried him to acertain
chamber, wherein she signed to him that the treasure was and that he should take it up..Khorassan, his Son and his Governor, Story of the Man of,
i. 218..Midmost that meadow was a palace soaring high into the air, with battlements of red gold, set with pearls and jewels, and atwo-leaved gate;
and in the gateway thereof were much people of the chiefs of the Jinn, clad in sumptuous apparel. When they saw the old man, they all cried out,
saying, 'The Lady Tuhfeh is come!" And as soon as she reached the palace-gate, they came all and dismounting her from the horse's back, carried
her into the palace and fell to kissing her hands. When she entered, she beheld a palace whereof never saw eyes the like; for therein were four
estrades, one facing other, and its walls were of gold and its ceilings of silver. It was lofty of building, wide of continence, and those who beheld it
would be puzzled to describe it. At the upper end of the hall stood a throne of red gold, set with pearls and jewels, unto which led up five steps of
silver, and on the right thereof and on its left were many chairs of gold and silver; and over the dais was a curtain let down, gold and silver wrought
and broidered with pearls and jewels..The absent ones' harbinger came us unto, iii. 153..? ?? ? ? With ruin | o'erwhelm him and abjectness and woe
And cause him quaff the goblet of death and distance drear..? ? ?? ?a. The First Old Man's Story iv.Therewithal the cook equipped his brother and
freighting him a ship, embarked therein merchandise. Then he committed Selim unto him and they set out and departed with the ship. God decreed
them safety, so that they arrived [in due course] at thefirst city [of the land of Hind], the which is known as EI Mensoureh, and cast anchor there.
Now the king of that city had died, leaving a daughter and a widow, who was the quickest-witted of women and gave out that the girl was aboy, so
that the kingship might be stablished unto them. The troops and the amirs doubted not but that the case was as she avouched and that the princess
was amale child; so they obeyed her and the queen mother took order for the matter and used to dress the girl in man's apparel and seat her on the
throne of the kingship, so that the folk might see her. Accordingly, the grandees of the kingdom and the chief officers of the realm usedto gointo
her and salute her and do her service and go away, nothing doubting but she was aboy..? ???? Yea, and black saves he proffered me and
slave-girls big with child And steeds of price, with splendid arms and trappings rich bedight..Meanwhile, the people of the city rejoiced and were
glad and blessed the vizier's daughter, marvelling for that three days had passed and that the king had not put her to death and exulting in that, [as
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they deemed,] he had turned [from his purpose] and would never again burden himself with blood-guiltiness against any of the maidens of the city.
Then, on the fourth night, she related to him a still more extraordinary story, and on the fifth night she told him anecdotes of kings and viziers and
notables. On this wise she ceased not [to do] with him [many] days and nights, what while the king still said in himself, "When | have heard the end
of the story, | will put her to death,' and the people waxed ever in wonder and admiration. Moreover, the folk of the provinces and cities heard of
this thing, to wit, that the king had turned from his custom and from that which he had imposed upon himself and had renounced his heresy,
wherefore they rejoiced and the folk returned to the capital and took up their abode therein, after they had departed thence; yea, they were constant
in prayer to God the Most High that He would stablish the king in that his present case; and this," said Shehrzad, "is the end of that which my
friend related to me.".As stated In the Prefatory Note to my "Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night," four printed Editions (of which three
are more or less complete) exist of the Arabic text of the original work, namely those of Calcutta (1839-42), Boulac (Cairo), Breslau (Tunis) and
Calcutta (1814-18). Thefirst two are, for purposes of tabulation, practically identical, one whole story only, (222) of those that occur in the
Calcutta (1839-42) Edition, (which isthe most complete of all,) being omitted from that of Boulac; and | have, therefore, given but one Table of
Contents for these two Editions. The Breslau Edition, though differing widely from those of Calcutta (1839-42) and Boulac in contents, resembles
them in containing the full number (a thousand and one) of Nights, whilst that of Calcutta (1814-18) is but afragment, comprising only the first

under its calamities, For all things have an issue soon or late..162. Aboukir the Dyer and Abousir the Barber dcccexxx.1bn es Semmak and Er
Reshid, i. 195..Then he re-entered the village and buying the prince a horse, mounted him thereon and they ceased not going, till they cameto the
frontier of their own country, where there fell robbers upon them by the way and took all that was with them and pinioned them; after which they
cast them into a pit hard by the road and went away and left them to die there, and indeed they had cast many folk into that pit and they had
died..When it was the fourth day, the fourth vizier, whose name was Zoushad, made his appearance and prostrating himself to the king, said to him,
"O king, suffer not the talk of yonder youth to delude thee, for that he is not atruth-teller. So long as he abideth on life, the folk will not give over
talking nor will thy heart cease to be occupied with him." "By Allah," cried the king, "thou sayst sooth and | will cause fetch him this day and slay
him before me." Then he commanded to bring the youth; so they brought him in shackles and he said to him, "Out on thee! Thinkest thou to
appease my heart with thy prate, whereby the days are spent in talk? | mean to slay thee this day and be quit of thee." "O king," answered the youth,
"itisin thy power to slay me whensoever thou wilt, but haste is of the fashion of the base and patience of that of the noble. If thou put me to death,
thou wilt repent, and if thou desire to bring me back to life, thou wilt not be able thereunto. Indeed, whoso acteth hastily in an affair, there befalleth
him what befell Bihzad, son of the king." Quoth the king, "And what is his story?' "O king," replied the young treasurer,.When Tuhfeh beheld this,
she called to mind her lord and wept sore and said, 'l beseech God the Most High to vouchsafe me speedy deliverance, so | may return to my palace
and that my high estate and queendom and glory and be reunited with my lord and master Er Reshid.' Then she walked in that garden and saw in its
midst adome of white marble, raised on columns of black teak and hung with curtains embroidered with pearls and jewels. Amiddleward this
pavilion was a fountain, inlaid with all manner jacinths, and thereon a statue of gold, and [beside it] alittle door. She opened the door and found
herself in along passage; so she followed it and behold, a bath lined with all kinds of precious marbles and floored with a mosaic of pearls and
jewels. Therein were four cisterns of alabaster, one facing other, and the ceiling of the bath was of glass coloured with all manner colours, such as
confounded the understanding of the folk of understanding and amazed the wit..Three men once went out in quest of riches and came upon a block
of gold, weighing a hundred pounds. When they saw it, they took it up on their shoulders and fared on with it, till they drew near a certain city,
when one of them said, 'Let us sit in the mosque, whilst one of us goes and buys us what we may eat." So they sat down in the mosque and one of
them arose and entered the city. When he came therein, his soul prompted him to play his fellows false and get the gold for himself alone. So he
bought food and poisoned it; but, when he returned to his comrades, they fell upon him and slew him, so they might enjoy the gold without him.
Then they ate of the [poisoned] food and died, and the gold abode cast down over against them..The company marvelled at this story with the
utmost wonderment, and the eleventh officer rose and said, 'l know astory yet rarer than this: but it happened not to myself..111 El Melik es Zahir
Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of Police dcccexxx.Woman, The Thief and the, i. 278..?2 2 ? ? ? ¢. Story of the Chief of
the Old Cairo Police dcv.? ? ? ? ?t. The Sandalwood Merchant and the Sharpers dcceexcviii." There was once aking in the land of Teberistan, by
name Dadbin, and he had two viziers, called one Zourkhan and the other Kardan. The Vizier Zourkhan had a daughter, there was not in her time a
handsomer than she nor yet a chaster nor amore pious, for she was a faster, a prayer and a worshipper of God the Most High, and her name was
Arwa. Now Dadbin heard tell of her charms; so his heart clave to her and he called the vizier [her father] and said to him, 'l desire of thee that thou
marry me to thy daughter.' Quoth Zourkhan, 'Allow me to consult her, and if she consent, | will marry thee with her." And the king said, 'Hasten
unto this.".Officer's Story, The Fifth, ii. 144..77. King Kisra Anoushirwan and the Village Damsel ccclxxxix.39. Abou Mohammed the Lazy dlviii.?
???? Thou that the dupe of yearning art, how many a melting wight In waiting for the unkept tryst doth watch the weary night!.Now it chanced
that a camel-driver, belonging to Kisrathe king, lost certain camels and the king threatened him, if he found them not, that he would slay him. So
he set out and plunged into the desertstill he came to the place where the damsel was and seeing her standing praying, waited till she had made an
end of her prayer, when he went up to her and saluted her, saying, "Who art thou? Quoth she, '| am a handmaid of God.' 'What dost thou in this
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desolate place? asked he, and she said, 'l serve God the Most High." When he saw her beauty and grace, he said to her, 'Harkye! Do thou take meto
husband and | will be tenderly solicitous over thee and use thee with exceeding compassion and | will further thee in obedience to God the Most
High.' But she answered, saying, 'l have no need of marriage and | desire to abide here [alone] with my Lord and His service; but, if thou wouldst
deal compassionately with me and further me in the obedience of God the Most High, carry me to a place where there is water and thou wilt have
done me akindness.".Then | arose and fared on aday and anight, till I came to the house of my master, who saw me pale and disfeatured for fear
and hunger. He rejoiced in my return and said to me, 'By Allah, thou hast made my heart ache on thine account; for | went and finding the tree torn
up by the roots, doubted not but the elephants had destroyed thee. Tell me then how it was with thee.' So | told him what had befallen me and he
marvelled exceedingly and rejoiced, saying, 'Knowst thou where this hill is? "Yes, O my lord,' answered I. So he took me up with him on an
elephant and we rode till we came to the elephants' burial-place..When the morning morrowed and the folk came forth of the city, they found a
murdered man cast down in a corner of the burial-ground and seeing Bihkerd there, doubted not but it was he who had slain him; so they laid hands
on him and carried him up to the king and said to him, ‘This fellow hath slain a man.’ The king bade imprison him; [so they clapped him in prison]
and hefell a-saying in himself, what while he was in the prison, 'All that hath befallen meis of the abundance of my sins and my tyranny, for,
indeed, | have slain much people unrighteously and thisisthe requital of my deeds and that which | have wrought af oretime of oppression.’ As he
was thus pondering in himself, there came a bird and lighted down on the coign of the prison, whereupon, of his much eagernessin the chase, he
took astone and cast it at the bird..Now it befell, by the ordinance of God the Most High and His providence, that Caesar, king of the Greeks, the
husband of Melik Shah's mother Shah Khatoun, [went forth to the chase that day]. He started a head of game, he and his company, and chased it,
till they came up with it by that pit, whereupon one of them lighted down from his horse, to slaughter it, hard by the mouth of the pit. He heard a
sound of low moaning from the bottom of the pit} so he arose and mounting his horse, waited till the troops were assembled. Then he acquainted
the king with this and he bade one of his servants [descend into the pit]. So the man descended and brought out the youth [and the eunuch],
aswoon..All those who were present marvelled at this story with the utmost marvel, and the twelfth officer came forward and said, 'l will tell you a
pleasant trait that | had from a certain man, concerning an adventure that befell him with one of the thieves. (Quoth he).29. The City of Irem
cclxxvi.Twere better and meeter thy presence to leave, For, if the eye see not, the heart doth not grieve. As for his mother, Shah Khatoun, great
was her longing for her son and she [till] thought of him and news of him was cut off from her, wherefore her life was troubled and she forswore
sleep and could not make mention of him before King Caesar her husband. Now she had an eunuch who had come with her from the court of her
uncle King Suleiman Shah, and he was intelligent, quickwitted, a man of good counsel. So she took him apart one day and said to him, 'Thou hast
been my servant from my childhood to this day; canst thou not therefore avail to get me news of my son, for that | cannot speak of his matter? 'O
my lady,' answered he, 'thisis an affair that thou hast concealed from the first, and were thy son here, it would not be possible for thee to harbour
him, lest thine honour fall into suspicion with the king; for they would never credit thee, since the news hath been spread abroad that thy son was
slain by hisuncle.' Quoth she, 'The case is even as thou sayst and thou speakest truly; but, provided | know that my sonisalive, let him bein these
parts pasturing sheep and let me not see him nor he me.' And he said to her, 'How shall we contrivein this affair? 'Here are my treasures and my
wealth," answered she. 'Take all thou wilt and bring me my son or else news of him.".???? ? g. The King's Son and the Ogress dcccclxxxv.Haroun
er Reshid, Tuhfet e Culoub and, ii. 203..When the townsfolk saw this, they repented of that which they had done and the affair was grievous to
them; so they sought pardon [of God] and said to her, ' By the virtue of Him whom thou servest, do thou seek pardon for us [of God!]" Quoth she,
‘Asfor me, | may no longer abide with you and | am about to depart from you." Then they humbled themselvesin supplication to her and wept and
said to her, 'We conjure thee, by the virtue of God the Most High, that thou take upon thyself the governance of the kingdom and of the subjects.
But she refused; whereupon they came up to her and wept and gave not over supplicating her, till she consented and abode in the kingship. Her first
commandment was that they should bury the princess and build over her adome (6) and she abode in that palace, worshipping God the Most High
and ruling the people with justice, and God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) vouchsafed her, by reason of the excellence of her piety
and her patience and continence, the acceptance of her prayers, so that she sought not aught of Him to whom belong might and majesty, but He
granted her prayer; and her report was noised abroad in all countries..???? ? An if my substance fail, no one there is will succour me,.24. The Ten
Viziers, or the History of King Azad- bekht and his Son cccexxxv.Then said he to Arwa, "What wilt thou that | do with them?' And she answered,
saying, "Accomplish on them the ordinance of God the Most High; (119) the slayer shall be slain and the transgressor transgressed against, even as
he transgressed against us; yea, and the well-doer, good shall be done unto him, even as he did unto us." So she gave [her officers] commandment
concerning Dadbin and they smote him on the head with amace and slew him, and she said, "Thisis for the slaughter of my father." Then she bade
set the vizier on abeast [and carry him] to the desert whither he had caused carry her [and |eave him there without victual or water]; and she said to
him, "An thou be guilty, thou shalt abide [the punishment of] thy guilt and perish of hunger and thirst in the desert; but, if there be no guilt in thee,
thou shalt be delivered, even as | was delivered.". Then the king sent for the captain of the thieves and bestowed on him a dress of honour, (142)
commanding that all who loved the king should put off [their raiment and cast it] upon him. (143) So there fell dresses of honour [and other
presents] on him, till he was wearied with their much plenty, and Azadbekht invested him with the mastership of the police of his city. Then he
bade set up other nine gibbets beside the first and said to his son, "Thou art guiltless, and yet these wicked viziers endeavoured for thy slaughter.”
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"O my father," answered the prince, "1 had no fault [in their eyes] but that | was aloyal counsellor to thee and still kept watch over thy good and
withheld their hands from thy treasuries; wherefore they were jealous and envied me and plotted against me and sought to slay me," Quoth the
king, "The time [of retribution] is at hand, O my son; but what deemest thou we should do with them in requital of that which they did with thee?

Ninth Officer's Story dccecexxxviii.When it was the fifth day, the fifth Vizier, whose name was Jehrbaur, came in to the king and prostrating
himself before him, said, "O king, it behoveth thee, if thou see or hear that one look on thy house, (111) that thou put out his eyes. How then should
it be with him whom thou sawest midmost thy house and on thy very bed, and he suspected with thy harem, and not of thy lineage nor of thy
kindred? Wherefore do thou away this reproach by putting him to death. Indeed, we do but urge thee unto this for the assurance of thine empire and
of our zeal for thy loyal counselling and of our love to thee. How can it be lawful that this youth should live for a single hour?'.When Abou
Temam returned with [news of] the accomplishment of his errand and brought the presents and the letter, King Ilan Shah rejoiced in this and
redoubled in showing him honour and made much of him. Some days thereafterward, the king of Turkestan sent his daughter and she went in to
King Ilan Shah, who rejoiced in her with an exceeding joy and Abou Temam's worth was exalted in his sight. When the viziers saw this, they
redoubled in envy and despite and said, 'An we contrive us not a device to rid us of this man, we shall perish of rage." So they bethought them [and
agreed upon] a device they should practise..? ? ? ? ? What strength have | solicitude and long desire to bear? Why art thou purposed to depart and
leave me to despair?.Then said Azadbekht to him (and indeed his words were [prompted] by anger and those of the youth by presence of mind and
good breeding), "I bought thee with my money and looked for fidelity from thee, wherefore | chose thee over al my grandees and servants and
made thee keeper of my treasuries. Why, then, hast thou outraged my honour and entered my house and played the traitor with me and tookest no
thought unto that which | have done thee of benefits?' "O king," answered the youth, "1 did this not of my choice and freewill and | had no [evil]
intent in being there; but, of the littleness of my luck, | was driven thither, for that fate was contrary and fair fortune lacking. Indeed, | had striven
with all endeavour that nought of foul should proceed from me and kept watch over myself, lest default appear in me; but none may avail to make
head against ill fortune, nor doth endeavour profit in case of lack of luck, as appeareth by the example of the merchant who was stricken withiill
luck and his endeavour profited him not and he succumbed to the badness of hisfortune." "What is the story of the merchant," asked the king, "and
how was his luck changed upon him by the sorriness of hisfortune?' "May God prolong the king's continuance!" answered the youth..One of the
good-for-noughts found himself one day without aught and the world was straitened upon him and his patience failed; so he lay down to sleep and
gave not over sleeping till the sun burnt him and the foam came out upon his mouth, whereupon he arose, and he was penniless and had not so
much as one dirhem. Presently, he came to the shop of a cook, who had set up therein his pans (9) [over the fire] and wiped his scales and washed
his saucers and swept his shop and sprinkled it; and indeed his oils (10) were clear (11) and his spices fragrant and he himself stood behind his
cooking-pots [waiting for custom]. So the lackpenny went up to him and saluting him, said to him, ‘Weigh me half adirhem's worth of meat and a
quarter of adirhem's worth of kouskoussou (12) and the like of bread.' So the cook weighed out to him [that which he sought] and the lackpenny
entered the shop, whereupon the cook set the food before him and he ate till he had gobbled up the whole and licked the saucers and abode
perplexed, knowing not how he should do with the cook concerning the price of that which he had eaten and turning his eyes about upon
everything in the shop..So Aamir took the water-skin and made for the water; but, when he came to the well, behold, two young men with gazelles,
and when they saw him, they said to him, "Whither wilt thou, O youth, and of which of the Arabs art thou?' "Harkye, lads," answered he, "fill me
my water-skin, for that | am a stranger man and awayfarer and | have a comrade who awaiteth me." Quoth they, "Thou art no wayfarer, but a spy
from El Akil's camp." Then they took him and carried him to [their king] Zuheir ben Shebib; and when he came before him, he said to him, "Of
which of the Arabs art thou?' Quoth Aamir, "l am awayfarer." And Zuheir said, "Whence comest thou and whither wilt thou?' "I am on my way to
Akil," answered Aamir. When he named Akil, those who were present were agitated; but Zuheir signed to them with his eyes and said to him,

"They've fared away again.".After that, there appeared a queen, never saw eyes a goodlier than she nor than her attributes; shewas clad inrich
raiment, embroidered with pearls and jewels, and on her head was a crown set with various kinds of pearls and jewels. About her were five hundred
save-girls, high-bosomed maids, as they were moons, screening her, right and left, and she among them as she were the moon on the night of its
full, for that she was the most of them in majesty and dignity. She gave not over walking, till she came to Tuhfeh, whom she found gazing on her in
amazement; and when the latter saw her turn to her, she rose to her, standing on her feet, and saluted her and kissed the earth before her..Here the
treasure-seeker brought out abook and reading therein, dug in the crest of the mountain five cubits deep, whereupon there appeared to him a stone.
He pulled it up and behold, it was a trap-door covering the mouth of a pit. So he waited till the [foul] air was come forth from the midst of the pit,
when he bound a rope about the boy's middle and Iet him down to the bottom, and with him alighted flambeau. The boy looked and beheld, at the
upper end of the pit, wealth galore; so the treasure-seeker let down arope and a basket and the boy fell to filling and the man to drawing up, till the
latter had gotten his sufficiency, when he loaded his beasts and did his occasion, whilst the boy looked for him to let down to him the rope and
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draw him up; but he rolled a great stone to the mouth of the pit and went away..Therewith King Shah Bekht rejoiced with an exceeding great joy
and said, 'Praise be to God who hath delivered me from yonder man and hath preserved me from the loss of the kingship and the cessation of
prosperity from me!' So the affair of the vizier returned to order and well-being and the king restored him to his place and advanced him in rank.
Moreover, he assembled the folk who had missaid of him and destroyed them all, to the last man. And how like," continued the vizier, "isthis story
unto that of myself and King Shah Bekht, with regard to that whereinto | am fallen of the changing of the king's heart and his giving credence to
others against me; but now is the righteousness of my dealing established in thine eyes, for that God the Most High hath inspired me with wisdom
and endowed thee with longanimity and patience [to hearken] from me unto that which He allotted unto those who had foregone us, till He hath
shown forth my innocence and made manifest unto thee the truth. For now the days are past, wherein it was avouched to the king that | should
endeavour for the destruction of my soul, (81) [to wit,] the month; and behold, the probation timeis over and gone, and past is the season of evil
and ceased, by the king's good fortune." Then he bowed his head and was silent. (82).King Bekhtzeman, Story of, i. 115..114. El Abbas and the

thought of you still slays me; Hidden are my traces from the wise men's sight,.Omar ben Abdulaziz and the Poets, The Khalif, i. 45..? ? ?? ? Those
who our parting plotted our sev'rance still delights; The spies, for fearful prudence, their wish of us attain..160. The Ruined Man of Baghdad and

b. The Second Old Man's Story ii.On this wise he continued to do for the space of awhole year, till, one day, as he sat on the bridge, according to
his custom, expecting who should come to him, so he might take him and pass the night with him, behold, [up came] the Khalif and Mesrour, the
swordsman of his vengeance, disguised [in merchants habits] as of their wont. So he looked at them and rising up, for that he knew them not, said
to them, "What say ye? Will you go with me to my dwelling-place, so ye may eat what is ready and drink what is at hand, to wit, bread baked in the
platter (8) and meat cooked and wine clarified?' The Khalif refused this, but he conjured him and said to him, "God on thee, O my lord, go with
me, for thou art my guest this night, and disappoint not my expectation concerning thee!" And he ceased not to press him till he consented to him;
whereat Aboulhusn rejoiced and going on before him, gave not over talking with him till they came to his [house and he carried the Khalif into the]
saloon. Er Reshid entered and made his servant abide at the door; and as soon as he was seated, Aboulhusn brought him somewhat to eat; so he ate,
and Aboulhusn ate with him, so eating might be pleasant to him. Then he removed the tray and they washed their hands and the Khalif sat down
again; whereupon Aboulhusn set on the drinking vessels and seating himself by his side, fell to filling and giving him to drink and entertaining him
with discourse..?STORY OF THE TWO SHARPERS WHO CHEATED EACH HIS FELLOW..???? ? Unto me the world's whole gladnessis thy
nearness and thy sight; All incumbent thy possession and thy love alaw of right..Singer and the Druggist, The, i. 229..So we went with him till he
came to the place where my slave had buried the money and dug there and brought it out; whereat | marvelled with the utmost wonder and we
carried it to the prefect's house. When the latter saw the money, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and bestowed on me adress of honour. Then he
restored the money straightway to the Sultan and we |eft the youth in prison; whilst | said to my slave who had taken the money, "Did yonder
young man see thee, what time thou buriedst the money?' "No, by the Great God!" answered he. So | went in to the young man, the prisoner, and
plied him with winetill he recovered, when | said to him, "Tell me how thou stolest the money." "By Allah," answered he, "I stole it not, nor did |
ever set eyesonit till | brought it forth of the earth!" Quoth I, "How so?' And he said, "Know that the cause of my falling into your hands was my
mother's imprecation against me; for that | evil entreated her yesternight and beat her and she said to me, '‘By Allah, O my son, God shall assuredly
deliver thee into the hand of the oppressor!' Now she is a pious woman. So | went out forthright and thou sawest me in the way and didst that which
thou didst; and when beating was prolonged on me, my senses failed me and | heard one saying to me, 'Fetch it." So | said to you what | said and he
(145) guided metill | came to the place and there befell what befell of the bringing out of the money.".?Story of the Merchant and His
Sons..Destiny, Of, i. 136..? ? ?? ? a. Story of the Eunuch Bekhit xxxix.So he rose from his sleep and finding himself in his own saloon and his
mother by him, misdoubted of hiswit and said to her, "By Allah, O my mother, | saw myself in a dream in a palace, with slave-girls and servants
about me and in attendance upon me, and | sat upon the throne of the Khalifate and ruled. By Allah, O my mother, thisiswhat | saw, and verily it
was not adream!" Then he bethought himself awhile and said, "Assuredly, | an Aboulhusn el Khelig, and thisthat | saw was only a dream, and [it
wasin adream that] | was made Khalif and commanded and forbade." Then he bethought himself again and said, "Nay, but it was no dream and |
am no other than the Khalif, and indeed | gave gifts and bestowed dresses of honour." Quoth his mother to him, "O my son, thou sportest with thy
reason: thou wilt go to the hospital and become a gazing-stock. Indeed, that which thou hast seen is only from the Devil and it was a delusion of
dreams, for whiles Satan sporteth with men's witsin all manner ways.".So he returned to his mother (and indeed his spirit was broken), and related
to her that which had happened to him and what had betided him from his friends, how they, had neither shared with him nor requited him with
speech. "O Aboulhusn," answered she, "on this wise are the sons (5)of thistime: if thou have aught, they make much of thee, (6) and if thou have
nought, they put thee away [from them]." And she went on to condole with him, what while he bewailed himself and his tears flowed and he
repeated the following verses:."Forget him," quoth my censurers, "forget him; what is he?" iii. 42..When the morning morrowed, he assembled the
cadis and judges and assessors and sending for the Magian and the two youths and their mother, questioned them of their case, whereupon the two
young men began and said, 'We are the sons of the king Such-an-one and enemies and wicked men got the mastery of out realm; so our father fled
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forth with us and wandered at a venture, for fear of the enemies.’ [And they recounted to him all that had betided them, from beginning to end.]
Quoth he, "Yetell amarvellous story; but what hath [Fate] done with your father? "We know not how fortune dealt with him after our loss,’

comrades kept the watch! How many a stony waste |'ve crossed, how many a desert dread!.? ? ?? ? And unto Irak fared, my way to thee to make,
And crossed the stony wastesi' the darkness of the night..Thou that the dupe of yearning art, how many a melting wight, iii. 86..79. Khusrau and

excite, And with estrangement now, alas! heap'st sorrows on my spright..?STORY OF THE WEAVER WHO BECAME A PHYSICIAN BY HIS
WIFE'S COMMANDMENT..If | must die, then welcome death to hedl, iii. 23..2??? ? Ay, n€'er will | leave to drink of wine, what while the night
on me Darkens, till drowsiness bow down my head upon my bowl..? ? ?? ? Would God thou knewest that for love of thee which | endure! It hath
indeed brought down on me estrangement and dismay..Viziers, Story of King Dadbin and his. i. 104..? ??? ? Drink ever, O lovers, | rede you, of
wine And praise his desert who for yearning doth pine,."Leave the mention of him. Who is at the door?' Quoth Adi, "El Akhwes el Ansari." (54)
"God the Most High put him away and estrange him from His mercy!" cried Omar. "Is it not he who said, berhyming on a man of Medina his
slave-girl, so she might outlive her master ... ?* [And he repeated the following line].Presently, the old woman camein to her and saw her sitting at
Aboulhusn's head, weeping and lamenting; and when she saw the old woman, she cried out and said to her, " See what hath betided me! Indeed,
Aboulhusn is dead and hath left me alone and forlorn!™ Then she cried out and tore her clothes and said to the old woman, "O my mother, how
good hewas!" Quoth the other, "Indeed thou art excused, for thou wast used to him and he to thee." Then she considered what Mesrour had
reported to the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh and said to her, "Indeed, Mesrour goeth about to sow discord between the Khalif and the Lady
Zubeideh." "And what is the [cause of] discord, O my mother?* asked Nuzhet el Fuad. "O my daughter," answered the old woman, "Mesrour came
to the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh and gave them news of thee that thou wast dead and that Aboulhusn was well. "And Nuzhet el Fuad said to
her, "O my aunt, | was with my lady but now and she gave me a hundred dinars and a piece of silk; and now see my condition and that which hath
befallen me! Indeed, | am bewildered, and how shall | do, and | aone, forlorn? Would God | had died and he had lived!".As for that which hath
befallen thee, verily, it hath befallen [many] kings before thee and their women have played them false, for al they were greater of puissance than
thou, yea, and mightier of kingship and more abounding in troops. If | would, | could relate unto thee, O king, concerning the wiles of women, that
whereof | could not make an end all my life long; and indeed, aforetime, in al these my nightsthat | have passed before thee, | have told thee
[many stories and anecdotes] of the artifices of women and of their craft and perfidy; but indeed the things abound on me; (173) wherefore, if it like
thee, O king, | will relate unto thee [somewhat] of that which befell kings of old time of the perfidy of their women and of the calamities which
overtook them by reason of these latter." "How so?" asked the king. "Tell on." "Hearkening and obedience,"answered Shehrzad."It hath been told
me, O king, that a man once related to a company and spoke as follows:. There was once a sage of the sages, who had three sons and sons' sons, and
when they waxed many and their posterity multiplied, there befell dissension between them. So he assembled them and said to them, 'Be ye one
hand (219) against other than you and despise (220) not [one another,] lest the folk despise you, and know that the like of you is as the rope which
the man cut, when it was single; then he doubled [it] and availed not to cut it; on thiswise is division and union. And beware lest ye seek help of
others against yourselves (221) or ye will fall into perdition, for by whosesoever means ye attain your desire, (222) hisword (223) will have
precedence of (224) your word. Now | have wealth which | will bury in acertain place, so it may be a store for you, against the time of your
need.".When the two young men presented themselves before him and set forth their case to him and to the folk and the king heard their speech, he
knew them and his heart was like to fly for joyance in them: the tears poured from his eyes at their sight and that of his wife, and he thanked God
the Most High and praised Him for that He had reunited [him with] them. Then he dismissed the folk who were present about him and bade commit
the Magian and the woman and the two youths to his armoury (65) [for the night], commanding that they should keep guard over them till God
caused the morning morrow, so he might assemble the cadis and the judges and assessors and judge between them, according to the Holy Law, in
the presence of the four cadis. So they did his bidding and the king passed the night praying and praising God the Most High for that which He had
vouchsafed him of kingship and puissance and victory over (66) him who had wronged him and thanking Him who had reunited him with his
family..Some days after this, as | stood at the door of my house, there came up to me a young man, with a chain about his neck and with him a
trooper, and he said to me, "O my lord, charity for the love of God!" Quoth |, "God open!" (147) and he looked at me along while and said, "That
which thou shouldst give me would not come to the value of thy turban or thy waistcloth or what not else of thy raiment, to say nothing of the gold
and the silver that was about thee." "How so?"' asked |, and he said, "On such a night, when thou fellest into peril and the thieves would have
stripped thee, | was with them and said to them, 'Y onder man is my lord and my master who reared me." So was | the cause of thy deliverance and
thus | saved thee from them." When | heard this, | said to him, "Stop;" and entering my house, brought him that which God the Most High made
easy [to me]. (148) So he went hisway. And thisis my story.'.Presently, the mother of the two boys, finding that they tarried from her, went
searching for them, till she came to the ship and fell to saying, "Who hath seen two boys of mine? Their fashion is thus and thus and their age thus
and thus." When they heard her words, they said, ‘'This is the description of the two boys who were drowned in the sea but now.' Their mother heard
and fell to calling on them and saying, 'Alas, my anguish for your loss, O my sons! Where was the eye of your father this day, that it might have
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seen you? Then one of the crew questioned her, saying, 'Whose wife art thou? And she answered, 'l am the wife of such an one the merchant. |
was on my way to him, and there hath befallen me this calamity.' When the merchant heard her speech, he knew her and rising to his feet, rent his
clothes and buffeted his head and said to hiswife, 'By Allah, | have destroyed my children with mine own hand! Thisisthe end of whoso |ooketh
not to the issues of affairs.' Then he fell a-wailing and weeping over them, he and hiswife, and he said, 'By Allah, | shall have no ease of my life,
till I light upon news of them!" And he betook himself to going round about the seg, in quest of them, but found them not..? ???? O'er al the
fragrant flowersthat be | have the prefrence aye, For that | come but once ayear, and but alittle stay..When she had made an end of her song,
Sherareh was moved to exceeding delight and drinking off her cup, said to her, 'Well done, O gift of hearts!' Then she ordered her an hundred
dresses of brocade and an hundred thousand dinars and passed the cup to Queen Wekhimeh. Now she had in her hand somewhat of blood-red
anemone; so she took the cup from her sister and turning to Tuhfeh, said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to me on this." Quoth she, 'l hear and obey," and
improvised the following verses:
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