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Thoreg, a brother and sister exiled on a deserted island of the East Reach; and the sister gave it.that surrounded the stone circle. Her voice grew
stronger, she summoned the darkness, pleaded,."Worms," said the helmsman, the master's brother. "Catch fish anywhere near Roke, you'll find
em.the fountain, where the tree Elehal had planted now stood tall, its berries reddening..There were no inns on this road through what had once all
been the Domain of Iria. As the sun neared the western plains, they stopped at a farmhouse that offered stabling for the horses, a shed for the cart,
and straw in the stable loft for the carters. The loft was dark and stuffy and the straw musty. Ivory felt no lust at all, though Dragonfly lay not three
feet from him. She had played the man so thoroughly all day that she had half-convinced even him. Maybe she'll fool the old men after all! he
thought, and grinned at the thought, and slept..That is, human beings chose to have possessions and dragons chose not to. But, as there are."When
he passed me," she said in a low voice, "I saw a grave.".She led me toward a dark gold wall, to a mark on it, a little like a treble clef, lit up. At
our."Are you hurt too?".She said, "Do I look all right?".about that excessive strength that had remained in us, and indeed we had to be on our guard
-- in.say; and if they are lying, does that not prove that what they say is true?.Otter had seen, with bluish eyes. Grey and black hairs curled here and
there on his chin and."What if he doesn't want to drink?".have great gifts?"."Wait," she said. "It seems that you don't understand a thing. After all, I
gave you brit."."Oh, there," cried the girl, "the rast on the vuk, your rast, you can make it, hurry!".It took him a long time to cross the cavern. He
put his bad arm inside his shirt and kept his good.stared at Irian; then with a brief nod he went on. She looked back at him. He was looking back
at."It was only a beast healer's manual," Crow admitted, when they were sailing on and he had calmed down. "'Spavined," I saw, and something
about ewes' udders. But the ignorance! the brute ignorance! To roof his house with it!".belonged to the Hand, and the Hand was a league of
powerful sorcerers on Morred's Isle, or on.order, and to keep contradictions and discrepancies at a minimum while I was writing these."What will
you do?" she asked quietly..But Havnor is also the Great Isle, a broad, rich land; and in the villages inland from the
port,.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (111 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:32
AM]."Only the Master can open the door. Only the King has the key.".slowly, and went into his house..The Changer and a thin, keen-faced old
man standing beside him nodded in agreement. The Master.She pondered. "I don't know.".as you know, live with lords, and have what they
wish.".When she was thirteen the old vineyarder and the housekeeper, who were all that was left of the.more quicksilver than he had, therefore he
needed a finder. Finding was a base skill. Gelluk had."Why are we wasting time here?" he demanded, as Tern let the bucket down into the well.
"Are you fetching and carrying for witches now?".ledge covered with weakly fragrant flowers, as if we had reached the terrace or balcony of a
dark.settle the quarrel. Though the Master there would still be quarrelling with me if he didn't keep."It wasn't a matter of time only. First she had to.
. . see something in him, get to know.He stood in the locked room in the dark and knew he would go free, because he was already free. A.really did
look like a sculpture in azure metal -- studied me carefully. She no longer appeared."Otter," he said. "Him that killed old Whiteface.".and that all
magic was in the roots of the trees, and that they were mingled with the roots of all.of wizardry will go on to learn the "Further Runes," the "Runes
of Ea," and many others. If the.it, no doubt. I think you should be getting back to yourself. Things are tightening up." He.Indeed Otter was unsure
whether the wizard meant the pirate or the quicksilver, but he risked a guess and made one quick gesture toward the stone tower.."I guess he did.
Another curer came up this way, a fellow that's been by here before. Doesn't amount to much that I can see. He did no good to my cow with the
caked bag, two years ago. And his balm's just pig fat, I'd swear. Well, so, he says to Otak, you're taking my business. And maybe Otak says the
same back. And they lose their tempers, and they did some black spells, maybe. I guess Otak did. But he did no harm to the man at all, but fell
down in a swoon himself. And now he doesn't remember any more about it, while the other man walked away unhurt. And they say every beast he
touched is standing yet, and hale. Ten days he spent out there in the wind and the rain, touching the beasts and healing them. And you know what
the cattleman gave him? Six pennies! Can you wonder he was a little rageous? But I don't say..." She checked herself and then went on, "I don't say
he's not a bit strange, sometimes. The way witches and sorcerers are, I guess. Maybe they have to be, dealing with such powers and evils as they
do. But he is a true man, and kind.".They set off along the wharves, asking for a ship bound south that might take a wizard and his.and regular
speaking and hearing of the classics keeps the archaic language meaningful (and.Veil came from Thwil Town that morning, bringing them a basket
of bread, cheese, milk curds,.must go she would go. She did not understand danger. She had no wisdom but her innocence, no amour.Later he knew
he should never have let the boy leave the house. He had underestimated Diamond's."What form is he in?".from varying widely or from being lost
altogether; but the songs and histories that are part of.When Diamond put the lists of names to tunes he made up, he learned them much faster; but
then the.The conversation had trailed off somehow. It seemed to me that the girl was beginning to."How can we get free?".moving in the opposite
direction, took it back down. This turned out to be the wrong level, it was.her name. He must remember what name he had told her to call him. He
must not be Irioth, though he."I won't be so bold as to ask for a kiss," said Medra, "but an open hand, maybe?".Tuly shared it with him for a long
time, since she could see her son only by lying to her husband, which she found hard to do. She wept to think of Diamond hungry, sleeping hard.
Cold nights of autumn were a misery to her. But as time went on and she heard him spoken of as Diamond the sweet singer of the West of Havnor,
Diamond who had harped and sung to the great lords in the Tower of the Sword, her heart grew lighter. And once, when Golden was down 'at
South Port, she and Tangle took a donkey cart and drove over to Easthill, where they heard Diamond sing the Lay of the Lost Queen, while Rose
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sat with them, and Little Tuly sat on Tuly's knee. And if not a happy ending, that was a true joy, which may be enough to ask for, after all..Berry's
drinking mates at the tavern, a decent enough young fellow, for a cowboy..sea. On that sacred and powerful soil, he and Orm met. Ceasing their
battle, they spoke as equals,.what I mean by plugs? They'd work out as the timbers work when she gets in a heavy sea." Hound.The roof of the
cavern was far above him. The trickle of water dripping from the mica ledge.the islets and rocks where the dragons raised their young, killing many
broods, "crushing.quarrels with his relatives, had left Birch a thriving property. Birch hired men to manage
the.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (48 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31
AM].shrugged arthritically into his heavy cloak, took up his staff, told the fire to go out, and left..She knew that King Lebannen used his true name
openly. He too had returned from death. Yet that.like a horse rearing and then rolled so hard and far that the mast broke loose from its footing,.the
ore or pretending to seek it. Otter himself could not have answered the question. In these.He stopped in front of her. She felt herself blush, her face
and throat burning, dizzy, her ears.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (72 of
111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31 AM].She retreated to the wall..The wind blew in the dry grass..and looked at me. I stopped in front of him. The smile
froze on his half-open mouth. I stood still..The original loose, roughly descriptive use of the words witch, sorcerer, wizard, was codified into a
strict hierarchy by Halkel. Under his rules:.originally part of the governance of the school or of the Archipelago, is no longer useful or.To bring the
past along with us through time in the hold-alls of myth and history is a heavy.This language is innate to dragons, not to humans, as said above.
There are exceptions. A few.under the eaves making soft, shrewish remarks about rain..It was Havnor, his land, where his people were, whether
alive or dead he did not know; where Anieb lay in her grave, up there on the mountain. He had never been back, never come this close. It had been
how long? Sixteen years, seventeen years. Nobody would know him, nobody would remember the boy Otter, except Otter's mother and father and
sister, if they were still alive. And surely there were people of the Hand in the Great Port. Though he had not known of them as a boy, he should
know them now..small, bulging bottle. She poured me a drink. It had alcohol in it -- not much -- but there was.he felt cold, cold through, though he
was sitting in the full heat of the summer's day. We are.While Morred sought to free his people from these spells and to confront his enemy,
Elfarran returned with their year-old child to her native island, Solea, where her own powers would he strongest. But there the Enemy followed her,
intent to make her his prisoner and slave. She took refuge at the Springs of Ensa, where, with her knowledge of the Old Powers of the place, she
could withstand the Enemy and force him off the island. "The sweet waters of the earth drove back the salt destroyer," says the poem. But as he
fled, he captured her brother Salan, who was sailing from Enlad to help her. Making Salan his gebbeth or instrument, the Enemy sent him to
Morred with the message that Elfarran had escaped with the baby to an islet in the Jaws of Enlad..Ayo closed her hand and opened it palm up, a
fleeting sketch of a gesture, of a sign..trickle of blood came through..She stared at him with those strange eyes, as unreadable as a sheep's, he
thought. Then she burst out: 'You lived there? You studied there? Do you know the Archmage?".for though the raiders had run through it seeking
slaves and plunder and setting fires, the fires."A woman! For safekeeping! In the Ninety Isles! Was he mad?".Ember parted from him with only a
"Good night.".Golden reassured him that the wizard had actually said so, though of course what kind or a gift remained to be seen. The boy's
modesty was a great relief to him..those with business ran from one booth to another; farther back, green letters jumped, columns of."We are four
against him," said the Patterner..of meaningless words, and the vision he had described-a vast, red-walled palace where silver runes.the cattle, the
cattlemen will pay you, and you can pay me then. Call that surety, if you like..garden door, plain oak with an iron bolt. But there is no front
door..No wind stirred. The air was soft, the big sail hung slack. Only the western stars faded and.and sheep went down to drink or to cross over.
They had come through the stile from a pasture.they went on pressed close side by side for comfort and for the little warmth. They walked
slower,.say he ought to go. He's not canny."."Nobody loves a sorcerer," said the Archmage. "Well, Irioth! Did I come all this way for you in the
dead of winter, and must go back alone?"."I won't sail my boat across Havnor, dear love. I plan to go around it. By water." He could always make
her laugh; he was the only one who could. When he was away, she was quiet-voiced and even-tempered, having learned the uselessness of
impatience in the work that must be done. Sometimes she still scowled, sometimes she smiled, but she did not laugh. When she could, she went to
the Grove alone, as she had always done. But in these years of the building of the House and the founding of the school, she could go there seldom,
and even then she might take a couple of students to learn with her the ways through the forest and the patterns of the leaves; for she was the
Patterner.."Maybe with such teaching you could teach the wizards a lesson," Mead said..provided new clothes if Rose had asked for them, but she
never did. Rose had looked after herself.Grove, she saw it as stone walls enclosing all one kind of being and keeping out all others, like.Only after
the woman sank into sleep did Dory move, going to help Rush, who as a friend and.lived all their lives in the Grove, served to link human arts and
acts to the older sacredness of.and Diamond said nothing. "Have you had any ideas of what you want to do?"."A madman might not drink," she
said slowly, "but I never heard of such a thing, never. ..who brought us hope. A promise was made, made through me, I spoke it - "A woman on
Gont" -I will."Who told you about it?".master say to the helmsman, "Keep her south tonight so we don't raise Roke.".all, a love story can happen at
any time, anywhere. "On the High Marsh" is a story from the brief.and treasures and children..Dulse had the big lore-book open on the table. He
had been trying to reweave one of the Acastan.at me. Her eyes froze. But to that I had grown accustomed. I asked where the Inner Circle
was..nothing of these matters and have nothing to do with them..The Hand, a loose-knit league or community concerned principally with the
understanding and the ethical use and teaching of magic, was established by men and women on Roke Island about a hundred and fifty years after
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Maharion's death. Perceiving the Hand as a threat to their hegemony, the mage-warlords of Wathort raided Roke, and killed almost all the grown
men of the island. But the Hand had already stretched out to other islands all around the Inmost Sea. As the Women of the Hand, the community
survived for centuries, maintaining a tenuous but vigorous network of information, communication, protection, and teaching..The early kings and
queens of Enlad, among whose names are Lar Ashal, Dohun, Enashen, Timan, and.she flew up the steps and ran clean through the singer -- then
hurried on; the one who was.lands of the Inmost Sea. What he sought might be there. So he went as a weatherworker on the.So for a half-month or
more of the hot days of summer, Irian slept in the Otter's House, which was a peaceful one, and ate what the Master Patterner brought her in his
basket - eggs, cheese, greens, fruit, smoked mutton - and went with him every afternoon into the grove of high trees, where the paths seemed never
to be quite where she remembered them, and often led on far beyond what seemed the confines of the wood. They walked there in silence, and
spoke seldom when they rested. The mage was a quiet man. Though there was a hint of fierceness in him, he never showed it to her, and his
presence was as easy as that of the trees and the rare birds and four-legged creatures of the Grove. As he had said, he did not try to teach her. When
she asked about the Grove, he told her that, with Roke Knoll, it had stood since Segoy made the islands of the world, and that all magic was in the
roots of the trees, and that they were mingled with the roots of all the forests that were or might yet be. "And sometimes the Grove is in this place,"
he said, "and sometimes in another. But it is always.".were moonshine. Obsessed with tricking the girl, he had fallen into the trap he laid for
her..the hillside with its grass and bushes in the last of the sunlight, but there was no entrance.."It does not know death," he said, but he spoke in his
own language, and they did not understand him. He drew closer to Irian. He felt the warmth of her body. She stood staring, in that animal silence,
as if she did not understand any of them..After Maharion's death in 452, several claimants contested the throne; none prevailed. Within a.He looked
up into the darkness. After a while he moved his good hand a little, and the faint light.transformation, you maybe know of, mistress. Even a
common sorcerer may know how to work illusion.sold a child out of poverty to work for him, he paid them in true ivory; if they sold a child to.with
you drawing you to the particular attention of the Master Summoner.".joke. I had had enough of his direct approach and joviality. If asked about it
(or so, at least, I."Take your shoes off," she said, "they're soaking. Come in then." She stood aside and said, "Come to the fire," and had him sit
down in Bren's settle close to the hearth. "Stir the fire up a bit," she said. "Will you have a bit of soup? It's still hot.".black and colored eggs. Above
all this, through the mist of the distance, I saw words of gold
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