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?THE SIXTH OFFICER'S STORY..?THE KING'S SON WHO FELL IN LOVE WITH THE PICTURE..Then said the young man, the villager's
son, 'And I, O holy woman, my father brought us a woman who had been stoned, and my people tended her till she recovered. Now she was
surpassing of beauty; so I required her of herself; but she refused and clave fast to God (to whom belong might and majesty), wherefore folly (8)
prompted me, so that I agreed with one of the youths that he should steal clothes and coin from my father's house. Then I laid hands on him [and
carried him] to my father and made him confess. So he avouched that the woman was his mistress from the city and had been stoned on his account
and that she was of accord with him concerning the theft and had opened the doors to him, and this was a lie against her, for that she had not
yielded to me in that which I sought of her. So there befell me what ye see of punishment." And the young man, the thief, said, 'I am he with whom
thou agreedst concerning the theft and to whom thou openedst the door, and I am he who avouched against her falsely and calumniously and God
(extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) knoweth that I never did evil with her, no, nor knew her in any wise before then.'.? ? ? ? ? Nor, like
others a little ere morning appear who bawl, "Come to safety!" (58) I stand up to prayer..? ? ? ? ? God to a tristful lover be light! A man of wit, Yet
perishing for yearning and body-worn is he..So on the morrow, early, he took the stuff and carrying it to the market whence it had been stolen, sat
down at the shop whence it had been stolen and gave it to the broker, who took it and cried it for sale. Its owner knew it and bidding for it, [bought
it] and sent after the chief of the police, who seized the sharper and seeing him an old man of venerable appearance, handsomely clad, said to him,
"Whence hadst thou this piece of stuff?" "I had it from this market," answered he, "and from yonder shop where I was sitting." Quoth the prefect,
"Did its owner sell it to thee?" "Nay," replied the thief; "I stole it and other than it." Then said the magistrate, "How camest thou to bring it [for
sale] to the place whence thou stolest it?" And he answered, "I will not tell my story save to the Sultan, for that I have an advertisement (154)
wherewith I would fain bespeak him." Quoth the prefect, "Name it." And the thief said, "Art thou the Sultan?" "No," replied the other; and the old
man said, "I will not tell it but to himself.".Meanwhile, the youth her master abode expecting her; but she returned not and his heart forbode him of
the draught [of separation]; so he went forth at hazard, distraught and knowing not what he should do, and fell to strewing dust upon his head and
crying out, 'The old woman hath taken her and gone away!' The boys followed him with stones and pelted him, saying, 'A madman! A madman!'
Presently, the king's chamberlain, who was a man of age and worth, met him, and when he saw his youth, he forbade the boys and drove there
away from him, after which he accosted him and questioned him of his case. So he told him how it was with him and the chamberlain said to him,
'Fear not: all shall yet be well with thee. I will deliver thy slave-girl for thee: so calm thy trouble.' And he went on to speak him fair and comfort
him, till he put faith in his speech..? ? ? ? ? If, in his own land, midst his folk, abjection and despite Afflict a man, then exile sure were better for the
wight..When came the time [of the accomplishment] of the foreordered fate and the fortune graven on the forehead and there abode for the boy but
ten days till the seven years should be complete, there came to the mountain hunters hunting wild beasts and seeing a lion, gave chase to him. He
fled from them and seeking refuge in the mountain, fell into the pit in its midst. The nurse saw him forthright and fled from him into one of the
closets; whereupon the lion made for the boy and seizing upon him, tore his shoulder, after which he sought the closet wherein was the nurse and
falling upon her, devoured her, whilst the boy abode cast down in a swoon. Meanwhile, when the hunters saw that the lion had fallen into the pit,
they came to the mouth thereof and heard the shrieking of the boy and the woman; and after awhile the cries ceased, whereby they knew that the
lion had made an end of them..Then he braced up his courage and gathering his skirts about him, threw himself into the water, and it bore him
along with an exceeding might and carrying him under the earth, stayed not till it brought him out into a deep valley, wherethrough ran a great
river, that welled up from under the earth. When he found himself on the surface of the earth, he abode perplexed and dazed all that day; after
which he came to himself and rising, fared on along the valley, till he came to an inhabited land and a great village in the dominions of the king his
father. So he entered the village and foregathered with its inhabitants, who questioned him of his case; whereupon he related to them his history
and they marvelled at him, how God had delivered him from all this. Then he took up his abode with them and they loved him
exceedingly..Presently, the mother of the two boys, finding that they tarried from her, went searching for them, till she came to the ship and fell to
saying, 'Who hath seen two boys of mine? Their fashion is thus and thus and their age thus and thus.' When they heard her words, they said, 'This is
the description of the two boys who were drowned in the sea but now.' Their mother heard and fell to calling on them and saying, 'Alas, my anguish
for your loss, O my sons! Where was the eye of your father this day, that it might have seen you?' Then one of the crew questioned her, saying,
'Whose wife art thou?' And she answered, 'I am the wife of such an one the merchant. I was on my way to him, and there hath befallen me this
calamity.' When the merchant heard her speech, he knew her and rising to his feet, rent his clothes and buffeted his head and said to his wife, 'By
Allah, I have destroyed my children with mine own hand! This is the end of whoso looketh not to the issues of affairs.' Then he fell a-wailing and
weeping over them, he and his wife, and he said, 'By Allah, I shall have no ease of my life, till I light upon news of them!' And he betook himself to
going round about the sea, in quest of them, but found them not..? ? ? ? ? Ye chide at one who weepeth for troubles ever new; Needs must th'
afflicted warble the woes that make him rue..Queen Es Shubha rejoiced in this with an exceeding delight and said, 'Well done! By Allah, there is
none surpasseth thee.' Tuhfeh kissed the earth, then returned to her place and improvised on the tuberose, saying:.All this while Meimoun's eye was
upon her and presently he said to her, 'Harkye, Tuhfeh! Sing to me.' But Queen Zelzeleh cried out at him and said, 'Desist, O Meimoun. Thou
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sufferest not Tuhfeh to pay heed unto us.' Quoth he, 'I will have her sing to me.' And words waxed between them and Queen Zelzeleh cried out at
him. Then she shook and became like unto the Jinn and taking in her hand a mace of stone, said to him, 'Out on thee! What art thou that thou
shouldst bespeak us thus? By Allah, but for the king's worship and my fear of troubling the session and the festival and the mind of the Sheikh
Iblis, I would assuredly beat the folly out of thy head!' When Meimoun heard these her words, he rose, with the fire issuing from his eyes, and said,
'O daughter of Imlac, what art thou that thou shouldst outrage me with the like of this talk?' 'Out on thee, O dog of the Jinn,' replied she, 'knowest
thou not thy place?' So saying, she ran at him and offered to strike him with the mace, but the Sheikh Iblis arose and casting his turban on the
ground, said, 'Out on thee, O Meimoun! Thou still dost with us on this wise. Wheresoever thou art present, thou troubleth our life! Canst thou not
hold thy peace till thou goest forth of the festival and this bride-feast (222) be accomplished? When the circumcision is at an end and ye all return
to your dwelling-places, then do as thou wilt. Out on thee, O Meimoun! Knowest thou not that Imlac is of the chiefs of the Jinn? But for my
worship, thou shouldst have seen what would have betided thee of humiliation and punishment; but by reason of the festival none may speak.
Indeed thou exceedest: knowest thou not that her sister Wekhimeh is doughtier than any of the Jinn? Learn to know thyself: hast thou no regard for
thy life?'.? ? ? ? ? For love with your presence grows sweet, untroubled and life is serene And the star of our fortune burns bright, that clouds in
your absence did veil..Now the king was a very old man and destiny decreed the ending of his term of life; so he died and when he was buried, the
folk assembled and many were the sayings of the people and of the king's kinsfolk and officers, and they took counsel together to slay the princess
and the young pilgrim, saying, 'This fellow dishonoureth us with yonder strumpet and none accepteth dishonour but the base.' So they fell upon
them and slew the princess, without questioning her of aught; whereupon the pious woman (whom they deemed a boy) said to them, 'Out on ye, O
misbelievers I Ye have slain the pious lady.' Quoth they, 'Lewd fellow that thou art, dost thou bespeak us thus? Thou lovedst her and she loved
thee, and we will slay thee without mercy.' 'God forbid!' answered she, 'Indeed, the affair is the contrary of this.' 'What proof hast thou of that?'
asked they, and she said, 'Bring me women.' So they brought her women, and when they looked on her, they found her a woman..Bihkerd, Story of
King, i. 121..When the king heard this, he could not contain himself, but rushed in upon them and said to them, 'Out on you! What did ye? Tell me.'
And they said, 'Pardon, O king.' Quoth he, 'An ye would have pardon from God and me, it behoveth you to tell me the truth, for nothing shall save
you from me but truth-speaking.' So they prostrated themselves before him and said, 'By Allah, O king, the viziers gave us this gold and taught us
to lie against Abou Teman, so thou mightest put him to death, and what we said was their words.' When the king heard this, he plucked at his beard,
till he was like to tear it up by the roots and bit upon his fingers, till he well-nigh sundered them in twain, for repentance and sorrow that he had
wrought hastily and had not delayed with Abou Temam, so he might look into his affair..? ? ? ? ? The huntress of th' eyes (60) by night came to me.
"Turn in peace," [Quoth I to her;] "This is no time for visiting, I ween.".She comes in a robe the colour of ultramarine, iii. 190..127. The Justice of
Providence cccclxxviii.God [judge] betwixt me and her lord! Away With her he flees me and I follow aye..When the morning morrowed and the
king sat on the throne of his kingship, he summoned the chief of his viziers and said to him, "What deemest thou of this that yonder robber-youth
hath done? Behold, he hath entered my house and lain down on my bed and I fear lest there be an intrigue between him and the woman. How
deemest thou of the affair?" "God prolong the king's continuance!" replied the vizier. "What sawest thou in this youth [to make thee trust in him]?
Is he not vile of origin, the son of thieves? Needs must a thief revert to his vile origin, and whoso reareth the young of the serpent shall get of them
nought but biting. As for the woman, she is not at fault; for, since [the] time [of her marriage with thee] till now, there hath appeared from her
nought but good breeding and modesty; and now, if the king give me leave, I will go to her and question her, so I may discover to thee the affair.".?
? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclxiii.Presently, the old woman came in to her and saw her sitting at Aboulhusn's head, weeping
and lamenting; and when she saw the old woman, she cried out and said to her, "See what hath betided me! Indeed, Aboulhusn is dead and hath left
me alone and forlorn!" Then she cried out and tore her clothes and said to the old woman, "O my mother, how good he was!" Quoth the other,
"Indeed thou art excused, for thou wast used to him and he to thee." Then she considered what Mesrour had reported to the Khalif and the Lady
Zubeideh and said to her, "Indeed, Mesrour goeth about to sow discord between the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh." "And what is the [cause of]
discord, O my mother?" asked Nuzhet el Fuad. "O my daughter," answered the old woman, "Mesrour came to the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh
and gave them news of thee that thou wast dead and that Aboulhusn was well. "And Nuzhet el Fuad said to her, "O my aunt, I was with my lady
but now and she gave me a hundred dinars and a piece of silk; and now see my condition and that which hath befallen me! Indeed, I am bewildered,
and how shall I do, and I alone, forlorn? Would God I had died and he had lived!".There was once a king named Suleiman Shah, who was goodly
of polity and judgment, and he had a brother who died and left a daughter. So Suleiman Shah reared her on the goodliest wise and the girl grew up,
endowed with reason and perfection, nor was there in her time a fairer than she. Now the king had two sons, one of whom he had appointed in
himself that he would marry her withal, and the other purposed in himself that he would take her. The elder son's name was Belehwan and that of
the younger Melik Shah, and the girl was called Shah Khatoun..Now the king was seated at the lattice, hearkening to their talk, and Abou Sabir's
words angered him; so he bade bring him before him and they brought him forthright. Now there was in the king's palace an underground dungeon
and therein a vast deep pit, into which the king caused cast Abou Sabir, saying to him, 'O lackwit, now shall we see how thou wilt come forth of the
pit to the throne of the kingdom.' Then he used to come and stand at the mouth of the pit and say, 'O lackwit, O Abou Sabir, I see thee not come
forth of the pit and sit down on the king's throne!' And he assigned him each day two cakes of bread, whilst Abou Sabir held his peace and spoke
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not, but bore with patience that which betided him..Man whose Caution was the Cause of his Death, The, i. 291..?STORY OF THE OLD
SHARPER..? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclxix.? ? ? ? ? I hope for present (62) good [and bounty at thy hand,] For souls
of men are still to present (63) good inclined..43. Ibn es Semmak and Er Reshid dlxviii.When it was the day of the going-in, (110) Bihzad, of his
haste and lack of patience, betook himself to the wall, which was between himself and the princess's lodging and in which there was a hole pierced,
and looked, so he might see his bride, of his haste. But the bride's mother saw him and this was grievous to her; so she took from one of the
servants two red-hot iron spits and thrust them into the hole through which the prince was looking. The spits ran into his eyes and put them out and
he fell down aswoon and joyance was changed and became mourning and sore concern. See, then, O king," continued the youth, "the issue of the
prince's haste and lack of deliberation, for indeed his haste bequeathed him long repentance and his joy was changed to mourning; and on like wise
was it with the woman who hastened to put out his eyes and deliberated not. All this was the doing of haste; wherefore it behoveth the king not to
be hasty in putting me to death, for that I am under the grasp of his hand, and what time soever thou desirest my slaughter, it shall not escape
[thee].".They lighted down without the place and when they arose in the morning, they saw a populous and goodly city, fair of seeming and great,
abounding in trees and streams and fruits and wide of suburbs. So the young man said to his sister Selma, 'Abide thou here in thy place, till I enter
the city and examine it and make assay of its people and seek out a place which we may buy and whither we may remove. If it befit us, we will take
up our abode therein, else will we take counsel of departing elsewhither.' Quoth she, 'Do this, trusting in the bounty of God (to whom belong might
and majesty) and in His blessing.'.Awhile after this, there came two merchants to the king with two pearls of price and each of them avouched that
his pearl was worth a thousand dinars, but there was none who availed to value them. Then said the cook, 'God prosper the king! Verily, the old
man whom I bought avouched that he knew the quintessence of jewels and that he was skilled in cookery. We have made proof of him in cookery
and have found him the skilfullest of men; and now, if we send after him and prove him on jewels, [the truth or falsehood of] his pretension will be
made manifest to us.'.As for Mesrour, he gave not over running till he came to the by-street, [wherein was the house] of Aboulhusn el Khelia. Now
the latter was sitting reclining at the lattice, and chancing to look round, saw Mesrour running along the street and said to Nuzhet el Fuad,
"Meseemeth the Khalif, when I went forth from him, dismissed the Divan and went in to the Lady Zubeideh, to condole with her [for thee;]
whereupon she arose and condoled with him [for me,] saying, 'God greaten thy recompence for [the loss of] Aboulhusn el Khelia!' And he said to
her, 'None is dead save Nuzhet el Fuad, may thy head outlive her!' Quoth she, 'It is not she who is dead, but Aboulhusn el Khelia, thy
boon-companion.' And he to her, 'None is dead but Nuzhet el Fuad.' And they gainsaid one another, till the Khalif waxed wroth and they laid a
wager, and he hath sent Mesrour the sword- bearer to see who is dead. Wherefore it were best that thou lie down, so he may see thee and go and
acquaint the Khalif and confirm my saying." So Nuzhet el Fuad stretched herself out and Aboulhusn covered her with her veil and sat at her head,
weeping..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.?STORY OF THE CREDULOUS HUSBAND.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Announcing the
return o' th' absent ones,.Quoth the cook, 'Nothing will serve but I must slay thee, O fellow; for, if I spare thee, I shall myself be slain.' But Selim
said, 'O my brother, I will counsel thee somewhat (74) other than this.' 'What is it?' asked the cook. 'Say and be brief, ere I cut thy throat' And Selim
said, '[Do thou suffer me to live and] keep me, that I may be a servant unto thee, and I will work at a craft, of the crafts of the skilled workmen,
wherefrom there shall return to thee every day two dinars.' Quoth the cook, 'What is the craft?' and Selim said, 'The cutting [and polishing] of
jewels.'."Away with him from me! Who is at the door?" "Kutheiyir Azzeh," (52) replied Adi, and Omar said, "It is he who says in one of his odes ...
" [And he repeated the following verses:].So El Merouzi went away and the other turned to his wife and said to her, 'We have gotten us great plenty
of money, and yonder dog would fain take the half of it; but this shall never be, for that my mind hath been changed against him, since I heard him
solicit thee; wherefore I purpose to play him a trick and enjoy all the money; and do not thou cross me.' ' It is well,' answered she, and he said to
her, '[To-morrow] at day-peep I will feign myself dead and do thou cry out and tear thy hair, whereupon the folk will flock to me. Then lay me out
and bury me, and when the folk are gone away [from the burial-place], do thou dig down to me and take me; and have no fear for me, for I can
abide two days in the tomb [without hurt].' And she answered, 'Do what thou wilt.'.? ? ? ? ? j. The Enchanted Springs dcccclxxxvi.Meanwhile,
when Aboulhusn went out from the presence of the Khalif and went to lay out Nuzhet el Fuad, the prince mourned for her and dismissing the
divan, arose and betook himself, leaning upon Mesrour, the swordsman of his vengeance, [to the pavilion of the harem, where he went in] to the
Lady Zubeideh, that he might condole with her for her slave-girl. He found the princess sitting weeping and awaiting his coming, so she might
condole with him for [his boon-companion] Aboulhusn el Khelia. So he said to her, "May thy head outlive thy slave-girl Nuzhet el Fuad!" And she
answered, saying, "O my lord, God preserve my slave-girl! Mayst thou live and long survive thy boon-companion Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he is
dead.".Kings and the Vizier's Daughters, The Two, iii. 145..154. King Mohammed ben Sebaik and the Merchant Hassan dcclvi.? ? ? ? ? d. The
Eldest Lady's Story xvii.Cairo (The Merchant of) and the Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun El Hakim bi Amrillah, iii. 171..? ? ? ? ? Quoth I (and
mine a body is of passion all forslain, Ay, and a heart that's all athirst for love and longing pain.As he was thus, behold, Aamir called out to him
and said, "O my lord, come to my help, or I am a dead man!" So El Abbas went up to him and found him cast down on his back and chained with
four chains to four pickets of iron. He loosed his bonds and said to him, "Go before me, O Aamir." So he fared on before him a little, and presently
they looked, and behold, horsemen making to Zuheir's succour, to wit, twelve thousand cavaliers, with Sehl ben Kaab in their van, mounted upon a
jet-black steed. He charged upon Aamir, who fled from him, then upon El Abbas, who said, "O Aamir, cleave fast to my horse and guard my back."
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Aamir did as he bade him, whereupon El Abbas cried out at the folk and falling upon them, overthrew their braves and slew of them nigh two
thousand cavaliers, whilst not one of them knew what was to do nor with whom he fought. Then said one of them to other, "Verily, the king is
slain; so with whom do we wage war? Indeed ye flee from him; so do ye enter under his banners, or not one of you will be saved.".O friends, the
East wind waxeth, the morning draweth near, iii. 123..Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The, iii. 224..Then the astrologers made their
calculations and looked into his nativity and his ascendant, whereupon their colour changed and they were confounded. Quoth the king to them,
'Acquaint me with his horoscope and ye shall have assurance and fear ye not of aught' 'O king,' answered they, 'this child's nativity denotes that, in
the seventh year of his age, there is to be feared for him from a lion, which will attack him; and if he be saved from the lion, there will betide an
affair yet sorer and more grievous.' 'What is that?' asked the king; and they said, 'We will not speak, except the king command us thereto and give
us assurance from [that which we] fear.' Quoth the king, 'God assure you!' And they said, 'If he be saved from the lion, the king's destruction will be
at his hand.' When the king heard this, his colour changed and his breast was straitened; but he said in himself, 'I will be watchful and do my
endeavour and suffer not the lion to eat him. It cannot be that he will kill me, and indeed the astrologers lied.'.87. El Mamoun and the Pyramids of
Egypt cccxcviii.All who were present were delighted and the sitting-chamber shook with mirth, and Iblis said, 'Well done, O Tuhfet es Sudour!'
Then they gave not over wine-bibbing and rejoicing and making merry and tambourining and piping till the night waned and the dawn drew near;
and indeed exceeding delight entered into them. The most of them in mirth was the Sheikh Iblis, and for the excess of that which betided him of
delight, he put off all that was upon him of coloured clothes and cast them over Tuhfeh, and among the rest a robe broidered with jewels and
jacinths, worth ten thousand dinars. Then he kissed the earth and danced and put his finger to his arse and taking his beard in his hand, said to her,
'Sing about this beard and endeavour after mirth and pleasance, and no blame shall betide thee for this.' So she improvised and sang the following
verses:.? ? ? ? ? God keep the days of love-delight! How passing sweet they were! How joyous and how solaceful was life in them whilere!.Then
said the king, "How long wilt thou beguile us with thy prate, O youth? But now the hour of thy slaughter is come." And he bade crucify him upon
the gibbet. [So they carried him to the place of execution] and were about to hoist him up [upon the cross,] when, behold, the captain of the thieves,
who had found him and reared him, (141) came up at that moment and asked what was that assembly and [the cause of] the crowds gathered there.
They told him that a servant of the king had committed a great crime and that he was about to put him to death. So the captain of the thieves
pressed forward and looking upon the prisoner, knew him, whereupon he went up to him and embraced him and clipped him and fell to kissing him
upon his mouth. Then said he, "This is a boy whom I found under such a mountain, wrapped in a gown of brocade, and I reared him and he fell to
stopping the way with us. One day, we set upon a caravan, but they put us to flight and wounded some of us and took the boy and went their way.
From that day to this I have gone round about the lands in quest of him, but have not lighted on news of him [till now;] and this is he.".? ? ? ? ? A
moon is my love, in a robe of loveliness proudly arrayed, And the splendours of new-broken day from his cheeks and his forehead shine
clear..Then they spread him a prayer-carpet and he prayed. Now he knew not how to pray and gave not over bowing and prostrating himself, [till he
had prayed the prayers] of twenty inclinations, (21) pondering in himself the while and saying, "By Allah, I am none other than the Commander of
the Faithful in very sooth! This is assuredly no dream, for all these things happen not in a dream." And he was convinced and determined in himself
that he was Commander of the Faithful; so he pronounced the Salutation (22) and made an end (23) of his prayers; whereupon the slaves and
slave-girls came round about him with parcels of silk and stuffs (24) and clad him in the habit of the Khalifate and gave him the royal dagger in his
hand. Then the chief eunuch went out before him and the little white slaves behind him, and they ceased not [going] till they raised the curtain and
brought him into the hall of judgment and the throne-room of the Khalifate. There he saw the curtains and the forty doors and El Ijli and Er Recashi
(25) and Ibdan and Jedim and Abou Ishac (26) the boon-companions and beheld swords drawn and lions (27) encompassing [the throne] and gilded
glaives and death-dealing bows and Persians and Arabs and Turks and Medes and folk and peoples and Amirs and viziers and captains and
grandees and officers of state and men of war, and indeed there appeared the puissance of the house of Abbas (28) and the majesty of the family of
the Prophet..One night, when the night was half spent, as Selim and Selma sat talking and devising with each other, they heard a noise below the
house; so they looked out from a lattice that gave upon the gate of their father's mansion and saw a man of goodly presence, whose clothes were
hidden by a wide cloak, which covered him. He came up to the gate and laying hold of the door-ring, gave a light knock; whereupon the door
opened and out came their sister, with a lighted flambeau, and after her their mother, who saluted the stranger and embraced him, saying, 'O
beloved of my heart and light of mine eyes and fruit of mine entrails, enter.' So he entered and shut the door, whilst Selim and Selma abode
amazed..? ? ? ? ? Haste not to that thou dost desire, for haste is still unblest; Be merciful to men, as thou on mercy reckonest;.Now there was a
ruined building hard by and he climbed up on to a high wall and gave not over clambering hither and thither, of the excess of his carefulness, till
his feet betrayed him and he slipped [and fell] to the bottom and died, whilst his companions arose in the morning in health [and weal]. Now, if he
had overmastered his corrupt (259) judgment and submitted himself to fate and fortune fore-ordained, it had been safer and better [for him]; but he
made light of the folk and belittled their wit and was not content to take example by them; for his soul whispered him that he was a man of
understanding and he imagined that, if he abode with them, he would perish; so his folly cast him into perdition. Nor," added the vizier, "is this
more extraordinary than the story of the man who was lavish of his house and his victual to one whom he knew not".? ? ? ? ? If thou forsake us,
there is none Can stand to us instead of thee..So the prefect carried him up to the Sultan and he said, "I have an advertisement for thee, O my lord."
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"What is thine advertisement?" asked the Sultan; and the thief said, "I repent and will deliver into thy hand all who are evildoers; and whomsoever
I bring not, I will stand in his stead." Quoth the Sultan, "Give him a dress of honour and accept his profession of repentance." So he went down
from the presence and returning to his comrades, related to them that which had passed and they confessed his subtlety and gave him that which
they had promised him. Then he took the rest of the stolen goods and went up with them to the Sultan. When the latter saw him, he was magnified
in his eyes and he commanded that nought should be taken from him. Then, when he went down, [the Sultan's] attention was diverted from him,
little by little, till the case was forgotten, and so he saved the booty [for himself].' The folk marvelled at this and the fifteenth officer came forward
and said, 'Know that among those who make a trade of knavery are those whom God the Most High taketh on their own evidence against
themselves.' 'How so?' asked they; and he said..As for Abou Sabir, when he returned, he saw not his wife and read what was written on the ground,
wherefore he wept and sat [awhile] sorrowing. Then said he to himself, 'O Abou Sabir, it behoveth thee to be patient, for belike there shall betide
[thee] an affair yet sorer than this and more grievous;' and he went forth wandering at a venture, like to the love-distraught, the madman, till he
came to a sort of labourers working upon the palace of the king, by way of forced labour. When [the overseers] saw him, they laid hold of him and
said to him, 'Work thou with these folk at the palace of the king; else will we imprison thee for life.' So he fell to working with them as a labourer
and every day they gave him a cake of bread. He wrought with them a month's space, till it chanced that one of the labourers mounted a ladder and
falling, broke his leg; whereupon he cried out and wept. Quoth Abou Sabir to him, 'Have patience and weep not; for thou shall find ease in thy
patience.' But the man said to him, 'How long shall I have patience?' And he answered, saying, 'Patience bringeth a man forth of the bottom of the
pit and seateth him on the throne of the kingdom.'.So she sent for him in private and said to him, 'I purpose to do thee a service, so thou canst but
keep a secret.' He promised her all that she desired and she discovered to him her secret in the matter of her daughter, saying, 'I will marry thee to
her and commit to thee the governance of her affair and make thee king and ruler over this city.' He thanked her and promised to uphold all that she
should order him, and she said to him, 'Go forth to such an one of the neighbouring provinces privily.' So he went forth and on the morrow she
made ready bales and gear and presents and bestowed on him a great matter, all of which they loaded on the backs of camels..? ? ? ? ? My tears
flow still, nor aye of bitterness I'm quit, Bewildered as I am betwixten hope and fear.."There was once a man of Khorassan and he had a son, whose
improvement he ardently desired; but the young man sought to be alone and to remove himself from his father's eye, so he might give himself up to
pleasance and delight. So he sought of his father [leave to make] the pilgrimage to the Holy House of God and to visit the tomb of the Prophet
(whom God bless and keep!). Now between them and Mecca was a journey of five hundred parasangs; but his father could not gainsay him, for that
the law of God made this (178) incumbent on him and because of that which he hoped for him of improvement [therefrom]. So he joined unto him
a governor, in whom he trusted, and gave him much money and took leave of him. The son set out on the holy pilgrimage (179) with the governor
and abode on that wise, spending freely and using not thrift..?STORY OF THE OLD WOMAN AND THE DRAPER'S WIFE..? ? ? ? ? Upon the
table of her cheek beauty hath writ, "Alack, Her charms! 'Twere well thou refuge sought'st with God incontinent." (119).When the Khalif returned
from the chase, he betook himself to Tuhfeh's pavilion and bringing out the key, opened the door and went in to her. She rose to receive him and
kissed his hand, and he took her to his breast and seated her on his knee. Then food was brought to them and they ate and washed their hands; after
which she took the lute and sang, till Er Reshid was moved to sleep. When she was ware of this, she left singing and told him her adventure with
the Lady Zubeideh, saying, 'O Commander of the Faithful, I would have thee do me a favour and heal my heart and accept my intercession and
reject not my word, but go forthright to the Lady Zubeideh's lodging.' Now this talk befell after he had stripped himself naked and she also had put
off her clothes; and he said, 'Thou shouldst have named this before we stripped ourselves naked.' But she answered, saying, ' O Commander of the
Faithful, I did this not but in accordance with the saying of the poet in the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? e. The Fox and the Wild Ass dcccciv.? ? ? ? ?
p. The Sixteenth Officer's Story dccccxl.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclii.An if my substance fail, no one there is will
succour me, i. 6..Presently, El Abbas looked out of the window of the saloon and saw thereby a house of goodly ordinance, lofty of building and
abounding in chambers, with two upper stories; but therein was no sign of inhabitants. So he said to the merchant, "Indeed, thou exceedest in doing
us honour; but, by Allah, I will not eat of thy victual till thou tell me what is the reason of the emptiness of yonder house." "O my lord," answered
the other, "that was El Ghitrif's house and he was admitted to the mercy of God (79) and left none other heir than myself; so it became mine, and by
Allah, if thou hast a mind to sojourn in Baghdad, do thou take up thine abode in this house, so thou mayst be in my neighbourhood; for that indeed
my heart inclineth unto thee with love and I would have thee never absent from my sight, so I may still have my fill of thee and hearken to thy
speech." El Abbas thanked him and said to him, "Indeed, thou art friendly in thy speech and exceedest [in courtesy] in thy discourse, and needs
must I sojourn in Baghdad. As for the house, if it like thee, I will abide therein; so take of me its price.".One day, as he went wandering about the
streets, he espied a woman of the utmost beauty and grace, and what he saw of her charms amazed him and there betided him what made him
forget his present plight. She accosted him and jested with him and he besought her of foregathering and companionship. She consented to this and
said to him, 'Let us go to thy lodging.' With this he repented and was perplexed concerning his affair and grieved for that which must escape him of
her company by reason of the straitness of his hand, (261) for that he had no jot of spending money. But he was ashamed to say, 'No,' after he had
made suit to her; so he went on before her, bethinking him how he should rid himself of her and casting about for an excuse which he might put off
on her, and gave not over going from street to street, till he entered one that had no issue and saw, at the farther end, a door, whereon was a
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padlock..? ? ? ? ? Exalted mayst thou be above th' empyrean heaven of joy And may God's glory greater grow and more exalted aye!.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?
? ? ja. Story of David and Solomon dcccxcix.?STORY OF THE KING OF HIND AND HIS VIZIER..? ? ? ? ? How many a victim of the pangs of
love-liking hath died! Tired is my patience, but of blame my censors never tire..Presently, the king [of the city] was minded to go forth to his
garden, (206) a-pleasuring, and bade the cook forego him thither and appoint in his stead one who should dress meat for the king, so that, when he
returned, he might find it ready. So the cook fell a-considering of whom he should appoint and was bewildered concerning his affair. As he was on
this wise, the old man came to him and seeing him perplexed how he should do, said to him, 'Tell me what is in thy mind; belike, I may avail to
relieve thee.' So he acquainted him with the king's wishes and he said, 'Have no care for this, but leave me one of the serving-men and go thou in
peace and surety, for I will suffice thee of this.' So the cook departed with the king, after he had brought the old man what he needed and left him a
man of the guards..? ? ? ? ? O thou my inclining to love him that blamest, Shall lovers be blamed for the errors of Fate?.45. Ali Shir (230) and
Zumurrud dlxix.Like the full moon she shows upon a night of fortune fair, iii. 191..?Story of Prince Bihzad..60. Uns el Wujoud and the Vizier's
Daughter Rose-in-bud ccclxxi.After this, she abode with the four queens, till they arose and entered the palace, where she found the candles lit and
ranged in candlesticks of gold and silver and censing-vessels of gold and silver, filled with aloes-wood and ambergris, and there were the kings of
the Jinn sitting. So she saluted them, kissing the earth before them and doing them worship; and they rejoiced in her and in her sight. Then she
ascended [the estrade] and sat down upon her chair, whilst King Es Shisban and King El Muzfir and Queen Louloueh and [other] the kings of the
Jinn sat on chairs, and they brought tables of choice, spread with all manner meats befitting kings. They ate their fill; after which the tables were
removed and they washed their hands and wiped them with napkins. Then they brought the wine-service and set on bowls and cups and flagons and
hanaps of gold and silver and beakers of crystal and gold; and they poured out the wines and filled the flagons..To his beloved one the lover's
heart's inclined, iii. 22..His love he'd have hid, but his tears denounced him to the spy, iii. 42.Abbaside, Jaafer ben Yehya and Abdulmelik ben Salih
the, i. 183.."Know, O my lord," answered she, "that I am a maiden oppressed of my father, for that he misspeaketh of me and saith to me, 'Thou art
foul of favour and it befitteth not that thou wear rich clothes; for thou and the slave-girls, ye are equal in rank, there is no distinguishing thee from
them.' Now he is a rich man, having wealth galore, [and saith not on this wise but] because he is a niggard and grudgeth the spending of a farthing;
[wherefore he is loath to marry me,] lest he be put to somewhat of charge in my marriage, albeit God the Most High hath been bountiful to him and
he is a man puissant in his time and lacking nothing of the goods of the world." "Who is thy father," asked the young merchant, "and what is his
condition?" And she replied, "He is the Chief Cadi of the Supreme Court, under whose hand are all the Cadis who administer justice in this
city.".So she made ready and setting out, traversed the deserts and spent treasures till she came to Sejestan, where she called a goldsmith to make
her somewhat of trinkets. [Now the goldsmith in question was none other than the prince's friend]; so, when he saw her, he knew her (for that the
prince had talked with him of her and had depictured her to him) and questioned her of her case. She acquainted him with her errand, whereupon he
buffeted his face and rent his clothes and strewed dust on his head and fell a-weeping. Quoth she, 'Why dost thou thus?' And he acquainted her with
the prince's case and how he was his comrade and told her that he was dead; whereat she grieved for him and faring on to his father and mother,
[acquainted them with the case]..Twelfth Officer's Story, The, ii. I79..? ? ? ? ? An if my substance fail, no one there is will succour me,.? ? ? ? ? k.
The Vizier's Son and the Bathkeeper's Wife dcccclxxxviii.Galen heard that which he avouched of his understanding and it was certified unto him
and established in his mind that the man was a skilled physician of the physicians of the Persians and [he said in himself], 'Except he had
confidence in his knowledge and were minded to confront me and contend with me, he had not sought the door of my house neither spoken that
which he hath spoken.' And concern gat hold upon Galen and doubt. Then he looked out upon (21) the weaver and addressed himself to see what
he should do, whilst the folk began to flock to him and set out to him their ailments, and he would answer them thereof [and prescribe for them],
hitting the mark one while and missing it another, so that there appeared unto Galen of his fashion nothing whereby his mind might be assured that
he had formed a just opinion of his skill..? ? ? ? ? And dar'dst, O dweller in the tents, to lift thine eyes to me, Hoping by stress to win of me the
amorous delight,.Old Sharper, Story of the, ii. 187..11. The Hermits cxlviii.Then they brought trays and tables and amongst the rest a platter of red
gold, inlaid with pearls and jewels; its margents were of gold and emerald, and thereon were graven the following verses:.Then he called his
servant Aamir and said to him, "Saddle the horses." When the nurse heard his words and indeed [she saw that] Aamir brought him the horses and
they were resolved upon departure, the tears ran down upon her cheeks and she said to him, "By Allah, thy separation is grievous to me, O solace
of the eye!" Then said she, "Where is the goal of thine intent, so we may know thy news and solace ourselves with thy report?" Quoth he, "I go
hence to visit Akil, the son of my father's brother, for that he hath his sojourn in the camp of Kundeh ben Hisham, and these twenty years have I not
seen him nor he me; wherefore I purpose to repair to him and discover his news and return hither. Then will I go hence to Yemen, if it be the will
of God the Most High.".? ? ? ? ? a. The Foolish Weaver clii.Arab of the Benou Tai, En Numan and the, i. 203..Presently, the sharper came to the
ruin, rejoicing in that which he deemed he should get, and dug in the place, but found nothing and knew that the idiot had tricked him. So he
buffeted his face, for chagrin, and fell to following the other whithersoever he went, so he might get what was with him, but availed not unto this,
for that the idiot knew what was in his mind and was certified that he spied upon him, [with intent to rob him]; so he kept watch over himself. Now,
if the sharper had considered [the consequences of] haste and that which is begotten of loss therefrom, he had not done thus. Nor," continued the
vizier, "is this story, O king of the age, rarer or more extraordinary or more diverting than the story of Khelbes and his wife and the learned man
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and that which befell between them.".He lay the rest of the night in one of the ruins, and when he arose in the morning, he said, 'None is to blame. I
sought my own good, and he is no fool who seeketh good for himself; and the druggist's wife also sought good for herself; but destiny overcometh
precaution and there remaineth no abiding for me in this town.' So he went forth from the city. Nor (added the vizier) is this story, extraordinary
though it be, more extraordinary than that of the king and his son and that which bedded them of wonders and rarities.".So he went round about, as
the druggist bade him, till the sun grew hot, but found none drinking. Then he entered a by-street, that he might rest himself, and seeing there a
handsome and lofty house, stood in its shade and fell to observing the goodliness of its ordinance. As he was thus engaged, behold, a window
opened and there appeared thereat a face, as it were the moon. Quoth she, (193) 'What aileth thee to stand there? Dost thou want aught?' And he
answered, 'I am a stranger,' and acquainted her with his case; whereupon quoth she, 'What sayst thou to meat and drink and the enjoyment of a
fair-face[d one] and getting thee what thou mayst spend?' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'this is my desire and that in quest whereof I am going
about.'.'There was once an old man renowned for roguery, and he went, he and his mates, to one of the markets and stole thence a parcel of stuffs.
Then they separated and returned each to his quarter. Awhile after this, the old man assembled a company of his fellows and one of them pulled out
a costly piece of stuff and said, "Will any one of you sell this piece of stuff in its own market whence it was stolen, that we may confess his
[pre-eminence in] sharping?" Quoth the old man, "I will;" and they said, "Go, and God the Most High prosper thee!".? ? ? ? ? i. The Woman who
made her Husband Sift Dust dcccclxxxvi.Fair patience use, for ease still followeth after stress, iii. 117..The king read the letter and said to Abou
Temam, "We will do what behoveth in the matter; but, O Abou Temam, needs must thou see my daughter and she thee, and needs must thou hear
her speech and she thine.' So saying, he sent him to the lodging of the princess, who had had notice of this; so that they had adorned her
sitting-chamber with the costliest that might be of utensils of gold and silver and the like, and she seated herself on a throne of gold, clad in the
most sumptuous of royal robes and ornaments. When Abou Temam entered, he bethought himself and said, 'The wise say, he who restraineth his
sight shall suffer no evil and he who guardeth his tongue shall hear nought of foul, and he who keepeth watch over his hand, it shall be prolonged
and not curtailed.' (121) So he entered and seating himself on the ground, [cast down his eyes and] covered his hands and feet with his dress. (122)
Quoth the king's daughter to him, 'Lift thy head, O Abou Temam, and look on me and speak with me.' But he spoke not neither raised his head, and
she continued, 'They sent thee but that thou mightest look on me and speak with me, and behold, thou speakest not at all. Take of these pearls that
be around thee and of these jewels and gold and silver. But he put not forth his hand unto aught, and when she saw that he paid no heed to
anything, she was angry and said, 'They have sent me a messenger, blind, dumb and deaf.'.?OF DESTINY OR THAT WHICH IS WRITTEN ON
THE FOREHEAD..When King Shehriyar heard this story, he came to himself and awaking from his drunkenness, (164) said, "By Allah, this story
is my story and this case is my case, for that indeed I was in wrath (165) and [danger of] punishment till thou turnedst me back from this into the
right way, extolled be the perfection of the Causer of causes and the Liberator of necks! Indeed, O Shehrzad," continued he, "thou hast awakened
me unto many things and hast aroused me from mine ignorance.".? ? ? ? ? k. The Vizier's Son and the Bathkeeper's Wife dlxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? z. The
King who lost Kingdom and Wife and Wealth and God restored them to him dccccxix.Quoth En Numan, "What prompted thee to keep faith, the
case being as thou sayest?" "O king," answered the Arab, "it was my religion." And En Numan said, "What is thy religion?" "The Christian,"
replied the other. Quoth the king, "Expound it unto me." [So the Tai expounded it to him] and En Numan became a Christian. (174).150. The
Rogueries of Delileh the Crafty and her Daughter Zeyneb the Trickstress dcxcviii.As for Er Razi and El Merouzi, they made peace with each other
and sat down to share the booty. Quoth El Merouzi, 'I will not give thee a dirhem of this money, till thou pay me my due of the money that is in thy
house.' And Er Razi said 'I will not do it, nor will I subtract this from aught of my due.' So they fell out upon this and disputed with one another and
each went saying to his fellow, 'I will not give thee a dirhem!' And words ran high between them and contention was prolonged..? ? ? ? ? Lo, since
the day I left you, O my masters, Life is not sweet, no aye my heart is light..Woman, The Thief and the, i. 278..? ? ? ? ? Fair patience use, for ease
still followeth after stress And all things have their time and ordinance no less.."Except," continued the Khalif, "he were the enemy of God, he had
wished for her in this world, so he might after [repent and] return to righteous dealing. By Allah, he shall not come in to me! Who is at the door
other than he?" Quoth Adi, "Jemil ben Mamer el Udhri (51) is at the door;" and Omar said, "It is he who says in one of his odes" ... [And he recited
the following:].Therewithal, O my brother, the locust fell to going round about among the company of the birds, but saw nought resembling the
hawk in bulk and body save the kite and deemed well of her. So she brought the hawk and the kite together and counselled the former to make
friends with the latter. Now it chanced that the hawk fell sick and the kite abode with him a long while [and tended him] till he recovered and
became whole and strong; wherefore he thanked her [and she departed from him]. But after awhile the hawk's sickness returned to him and he
needed the kite's succour. So the locust went out from him and was absent from him a day, after which she returned to him with a[nother] locust,
(53) saying, "I have brought thee this one." When the hawk saw her, he said, "God requite thee with good! Indeed, thou hast done well in the quest
and hast been subtle in the choice.".? ? ? ? ? I rede thee vaunt thee not of praise from us, for lo! Even as a docktailed cur thou art esteemed of
me..19. The Sparrow and the Peacock clii
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