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"O elder," added she, "if Muslims and Jews and Nazarenes drink wine, who are we [that we should abstain from it]?" "By Allah, O my lady,"

answered he, "spare thine endeavour, for this is a thing to which I will not hearken." When she knew that he would not consent to her desire, she

said to him, "O elder, I am of the slave-girls of the Commander of the Faithful and the food waxeth on me (34) and if I drink not, I shall perish, (35)

nor wilt thou be assured against the issue of my affair. As for me, I am quit of blame towards thee, for that I have made myself known to thee and

have bidden thee beware of the wrath of the Commander of the Faithful.".Presently, in came Mesrour the eunuch to him and saluted him and seeing

Nuzhet el Fuad stretched out, uncovered her face and said, "There is no god but God! Our sister Nuzhet el Fuad is dead. How sudden was the

[stroke of] destiny! May God have mercy on thee and acquit thee of responsibility!" Then he returned and related what had passed before the

Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh, and he laughing. "O accursed one,' said the Khalif, "is this a time for laughter? Tell us which is dead of them." "By

Allah, O my lord," answered Mesrour, "Aboulhusn is well and none is dead but Nuzhet el Fuad." Quoth the Khalif to Zubeideh, "Thou hast lost thy

pavilion in thy play," and he laughed at her and said to Mesrour, "O Mesrour, tell her what thou sawest." "Verily, O my lady," said the eunuch, "I

ran without ceasing till I came in to Aboulhusn in his house and found Nuzhet el Fuad lying dead and Aboulhusn sitting at her head, weeping. I

saluted him and condoled with him and sat down by his side and uncovered the face of Nuzhet el Fuad and saw her dead and her face swollen. So I

said to him, 'Carry her out forthright [to burial], so we may pray over her.' He answered, 'It is well;' and I left him to lay her out and came hither,

that I might tell you the news.".87. El Mamoun and the Pyramids of Egypt cccxcviii.Wife and the Learned Man, Khelbes and his, i. 301..I seated

myself amiddleward the saloon, misdoubting, and as I sat, there came down on me from the estrade seven naked men, without other clothing than

leather girdles about their waists. One of them came up to me and took my turban, whilst another took my handkerchief, that was in my sleeve,

with my money, and a third stripped me of my clothes; after which a fourth came and bound my hands behind me with his girdle. Then they all

took me up, pinioned as I was, and casting me down, fell a-dragging me towards a sink-hole that was there and were about to cut my throat, when,

behold, there came a violent knocking at the door. When they heard this, they were afraid and their minds were diverted from me by fear; so the

woman went out and presently returning, said to them, 'Fear not; no harm shall betide you this day. It is only your comrade who hath brought you

your noon-meal.' With this the new-comer entered, bringing with him a roasted lamb; and when he came in to them, he said to them, 'What is to do

with you, that ye have tucked up [your sleeves and trousers]?' Quoth they, '[This is] a piece of game we have caught.'.There was once, in the land of

Fars, (15) a man who took to wife a woman higher than himself in rank and nobler of lineage, but she had no guardian to preserve her from want. It

misliked her to marry one who was beneath her; nevertheless, she married him, because of need, and took of him a bond in writing to the effect that

he would still be under her commandment and forbiddance and would nowise gainsay her in word or deed. Now the man was a weaver and he

bound himself in writing to pay his wife ten thousand dirhems, [in case he should make default in the condition aforesaid]..Presently he came to the

land of the Turks, (228) and he naked and hungry and having with him nought but somewhat of jewels, bound about his fore-arm. So he went to the

bazaar of the goldsmiths and calling one of the brokers, gave him the jewels. The broker looked and seeing two great rubies, said to him, 'Follow

me.' So he followed him, till he brought him to a goldsmith, to whom he gave the jewels, saying, 'Buy these.' Quoth he, 'Whence hadst thou these?'

And the broker replied, 'This youth is the owner of them.' Then said the goldsmith to the prince, 'Whence hadst thou these rubies?' And he told him

all that had befallen him and that he was a king's son. The goldsmith marvelled at his story and bought of him the rubies for a thousand dinars..? ? ?

? ? Thou that the dupe of yearning art, how many a melting wight In waiting for the unkept tryst doth watch the weary night!.After this, the

authorities compounded with the highwayman for his submission, and when he came before them, they enriched him and he became in such favour

with the Sultan's deputy that he used to eat and drink with him and there befell familiar converse between them. On this wise they abode a great

while, till, one day, the Sultan's deputy made a banquet, and therein, for a wonder, was a roasted francolin, which when the robber saw, he laughed

aloud. The deputy was angered against him and said to him, "What is the meaning of thy laughter? Seest thou default [in the entertainment] or dost

thou mock at us, of thy lack of breeding?" "Not so, by Allah, O my lord," answered the highwayman. "But I saw yonder francolin and bethought

myself thereanent of an extraordinary thing; and it was on this wise. In the days of my youth, I used to stop the way, and one day I fell in with a

man, who had with him a pair of saddle-bags and money therein. So I said to him, 'Leave these bags, for I mean to kill thee.' Quoth he, 'Take the

fourth part of [that which is in] them and leave [me] the rest.' And I said, 'Needs must I take the whole and slay thee, to boot.' Then said he, 'Take

the saddle-bags and let me go my way.' But I answered, 'Needs must I slay thee.' As we were in this contention, he and I, behold, he saw a francolin

and turning to it, said, 'Bear witness against him, O francolin, that he slayeth me unjustly and letteth me not go to my children, for all he hath gotten

my money.' However, I took no pity on him neither hearkened to that which he said, but slew him and concerned not myself with the francolin's

testimony.".When he had made an end of his speech, his wife came forward forthright and told her story, from first to last, how her mother bought

him from the cook's partner and the people of the kingdom came under his rule; nor did she leave telling till she came, in her story, to that city [and

acquainted the queen with the manner of her falling in with her lost husband]. When she had made an end of her story, the cook exclaimed, 'Alack,

what impudent liars there be! By Allah, O king, this woman lieth against me, for this youth is my rearling (75) and he was born of one of my

slave-girls. He fled from me and I found him again..? ? ? ? ? Then came I after them, desiring thee, with me No second save my sword, my falchion
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keen and bright..? ? ? ? ? i. King Ibrahim and his Son cccclxxi.118. The Merchant of Cairo and the Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun El Hikim bi

Amrillak M.? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Chief of the Boulac Police cccxliv.? ? ? ? ? Thy haters say and those who malice to thee bear A true word,

profiting its hearers everywhere;.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? How many an one, with loss of wealth, hath turned mine enemy!.66. The Imam Abou Yousuf

with Er Reshid and Zubeideh dclii.144. The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh dclxxxviii.Then she returned home, troubled and careful; and when her

husband saw her on this wise, he questioned her of her case and she said to him, 'Verily, my breast is straitened by reason of thee and of the

simpleness of thine intent. Straitness liketh me not and thou in thy [present] craft gaiuest nought; so either do thou seek out a craft other than this or

pay me my due (17) and let me go my way.' Her husband chid her for this and admonished her; (18) but she would not be turned from her intent

and said to him, 'Go forth and watch yonder physician how he doth and leam from him what he saith.' Quoth he, 'Let not thy heart be troubled: I

will go every day to the physician's assembly.'.? ? ? ? ? The bitterness of false accusing shall thou taste And eke the thing reveal that thou art fain to

hide;.Presently, she heard a blowing behind her; so she turned and behold, a head without a body and with eyes slit endlong; it was of the bigness

of an elephant's head and bigger and had a mouth as it were an oven and projecting tusks, as they were grapnels, and hair that trailed upon the earth.

So Tuhfeh said, 'I take refuge with God from Satan the Stoned!' and recited the Two Amulets; (217) what while the head drew near her and said to

her, 'Peace be upon thee, O princess of Jinn and men and unique pearl of her age and her time! May God still continue thee on life, for all the

lapsing of the days, and reunite thee with thy lord the Imam!' (218) 'And upon thee be peace,' answered she, 'O thou whose like I have not seen

among the Jinn!' Quoth the head, 'We are a people who avail not to change their favours and we are called ghouls. The folk summon us to their

presence, but we may not present ourselves before them [without leave]. As for me, I have gotten leave of the Sheikh Aboultawaif to present

myself before thee and I desire of thy favour that thou sing me a song, so I may go to thy palace and question its haunters (219) concerning the

plight of thy lord after thee and return to thee; and know, O Tuhfet es Sudour, that between thee and thy lord is a distance of fifty years' journey to

the diligent traveller.' 'Indeed,' rejoined Tuhfeh, 'thou grievest me [for him] between whom and me is fifty years' journey. And the head said to her,

'Be of good heart and cheerful eye, for the kings of the Jinn will restore thee to him in less than the twinkling of an eye.' Quoth she,' I will sing thee

an hundred songs, so thou wilt bring me news of my lord and that which hath befallen him after me.' And the head answered, saying, 'Do thou

favour me and sing me a song, so I may go to thy lord and bring thee news of him, for that I desire, before I go, to hear thy voice, so haply my thirst

(220) may be quenched.' So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. Story of Aziz and Azizeh cxliii.? ? ? ? ?

Thou layst on me a load too great to bear, and thus thou dost But that my burdens I may bind and so towards thee fare..35. Isaac of Mosul's Story of

Khedijeh and the Khalif Mamoun dxl.Accordingly, he made a banquet, and stationing himself in the man's way, invited him and carried him to his

house, where they sat down and ate and drank and abode in discourse. Presently, the young man said to the other, 'I hear that thou hast with thee a

slave-girl, whom thou desirest to sell.' And he answered, saying, 'By Allah, O my lord, I have no mind to sell her!' Quoth the youth, 'I hear that she

cost thee a thousand dinars, and I will give thee six hundred, to boot.' And the other said, 'I sell her to thee [at that price].' So they fetched notaries,

who drew up the contract of sale, and the young man counted out to the girl's master half the purchase money, saying, 'Let her be with thee till I

complete to thee the rest of the price and take my slave-girl.' The other consented to this and took of him a bond for the rest of the money, and the

girl abode with her master, on deposit..Favourite and her Lover, The, iii. 165..Then the two kings entered the bath, and when they came forth, they

sat down on a couch, inlaid with pearls and jewels, whereupon the two sisters came up to them and stood before them, as they were moons,

swaying gracefully from side to side in their beauty and grace. Presently they brought forward Shehrzad and displayed her, for the first dress, in a

red suit; whereupon King Shehriyar rose to look upon her and the wits of all present, men and women, were confounded, for that she was even as

saith of her one of her describers:.58. The King's Daughter and the Ape ccclv.Mariyeh, El Abbas and, iii. 53..? ? ? ? ? o. The King's Son and the

Merchant's Wife dxci.So he went round about, as the druggist bade him, till the sun grew hot, but found none drinking. Then he entered a by-street,

that he might rest himself, and seeing there a handsome and lofty house, stood in its shade and fell to observing the goodliness of its ordinance. As

he was thus engaged, behold, a window opened and there appeared thereat a face, as it were the moon. Quoth she, (193) 'What aileth thee to stand

there? Dost thou want aught?' And he answered, 'I am a stranger,' and acquainted her with his case; whereupon quoth she, 'What sayst thou to meat

and drink and the enjoyment of a fair-face[d one] and getting thee what thou mayst spend?' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'this is my desire and that in

quest whereof I am going about.'.The first to take the cup was Iblis the Accursed, who said, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, sing over my cup.' So she took the

lute and touching it, sang the following verses:.Now the four women who thus accosted Tuhfeh were the princess Kemeriyeh, daughter of King Es

Shisban, and her sisters; and Kemeriyeh loved Tuhfeh with an exceeding love. So, when she came up to her, she fell to kissing and embracing her,

and Iblis said, 'Fair befall you! Take me between you.' At this Tuhfeh laughed and Kemeriyeh said, 'O my sister, I love thee and doubtless hearts

have their evidences, (197) for, since I saw thee, I have loved thee.' 'By Allah,' replied Tuhfeh, 'hearts have deeps, (198) and thou, by Allah, art dear

to me and I am thy handmaid.' Kemeriyeh thanked her for this and said to her, 'These are the wives of the kings of the Jinn: salute them. This is

Queen Jemreh, (199) that is Queen Wekhimeh and this other is Queen Sherareh, and they come not but for thee.' So Tuhfeh rose to her feet and

kissed their hands, and the three queens kissed her and welcomed her and entreated her with the utmost honour..? ? ? ? ? My transports I conceal

for fear of those thereon that spy; Yet down my cheeks the tears course still and still my case bewray..When the morning morrowed and the folk

came forth of the city, they found a murdered man cast down in a corner of the burial-ground and seeing Bihkerd there, doubted not but it was he
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who had slain him; so they laid hands on him and carried him up to the king and said to him, 'This fellow hath slain a man.' The king bade imprison

him; [so they clapped him in prison] and he fell a-saying in himself, what while he was in the prison, 'All that hath befallen me is of the abundance

of my sins and my tyranny, for, indeed, I have slain much people unrighteously and this is the requital of my deeds and that which I have wrought

aforetime of oppression.' As he was thus pondering in himself, there came a bird and lighted down on the coign of the prison, whereupon, of his

much eagerness in the chase, he took a stone and cast it at the bird..91. The Schoolmaster who Fell in Love by Report ccccii.?Story of Ilan Shah

and Abou Teman..My flower a marvel on your heads doth show, ii. 254..A fair one, to idolaters if she herself should show, iii. 10..? ? ? ? ? Indeed,

your long estrangement hath caused my bowels yearn. Would God I were a servant in waiting at your door!.Baghdad, El Abbas and the King's

Daughter of, iii. 53..Then she mounted the mule and repairing to the palace of the Commander of the Faithful, went in to him and kissed the earth

before him. Quoth he to her, as who should make mock of her, "I doubt not but thou hast found thy lord." "By thy felicity and the length of thy

continuance [on life,]" answered she, "I have indeed found him!" Now Er Reshid was leaning back; but, when he heard this, he sat up and said to

her, "By my life, [is this thou sayest] true?" "Ay, by thy life!" answered she; and he said, "Bring him into my presence, so I may see him." But she

replied, "O my lord, there have betided him many stresses and his charms are changed and his favour faded; and indeed the Commander of the

Faithful vouchsafed me a month; wherefore I will tend him the rest of the month and then bring him to do his service to the Commander of the

Faithful." Quoth Er Reshid, "True; the condition was for a month; but tell me what hath betided him." "O my lord," answered she, "may God

prolong thy continuance and make Paradise thy place of returning and thy harbourage and the fire the abiding-place of thine enemies, when he

presenteth himself to pay his respects to thee, he will expound to thee his case and will name unto thee those who have wronged him; and indeed

this is an arrear that is due to the Commander of the Faithful, in (41) whom may God fortify the Faith and vouchsafe him the mastery over the rebel

and the froward!".Then the prince's mother bade fetch the five slave-girls to that assembly; whereupon they came and the ten damsels foregathered.

The queen seated five of them on her son's right hand and other five on his left and the folk assembled about them. Then she bade the five who had

remained with her speak forth somewhat of verse, so they might entertain therewith the assembly and that El Abbas might rejoice therein. Now she

had clad them in the richest of raiment and adorned them with trinkets and ornaments and wroughten work of gold and silver and collars of gold,

set with pearls and jewels. So they came forward, with harps and lutes and psalteries and recorders and other instruments of music before them, and

one of them, a damsel who came from the land of China and whose name was Baoutheh, advanced and tightened the strings of her lute. Then she

cried out from the top of her head (127) and improvising, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? My fruit is a jewel all wroughten of gold, Whose

beauty amazeth all those that behold..Daughter of the Poor Old Man, The Rich Man who married his Fair, i. 247..When Tuhfeh heard this, she fell

to weeping and wailing and said, 'By Allah, nought irketh me save separation from my lord Er Reshid; but, when I am dead, let the world be ruined

after me.' And she doubted not in herself but that she was lost without recourse. Then Meimoun set forth with his army and departed in quest of the

hosts [of the Jinn], leaving none in the palace save his daughter Jemreh and Tuhfeh and an Afrit who was dear unto him. They fared on till they met

with the army of Es Shisban; and when the two hosts came face to face, they fell upon each other and fought a passing sore battle. After awhile, Es

Shisban's troops began to give back, and when Meimoun saw them do thus, he despised them and made sure of victory over them..Indeed, many of

the notables of the people have sought her of me in marriage, but I would not marry her to any, for that, one night, I saw, in a dream, the balance

aforesaid set up and men and women being weighed, one against the other, therein, and meseemed I saw thee [and her] and it was said to me, "This

is such a man, (217) the allotted portion of such a woman." (218) Wherefore I knew that God the Most High had allotted unto her none other than

thyself, and I choose rather to marry thee to her in my lifetime than that thou shouldst marry her after my death.'.When she had made an end of her

song, Queen Es Shuhba arose and said, 'Never heard I from any the like of this.' And she drew Tuhfeh to her and fell to kissing her. Then she took

leave of her and flew away; and all the birds took flight with her, so that they walled the world; whilst the rest of the kings tarried behind..Then he

folded the letter and sealing it, delivered it to the damsel, who took it and carried it to her mistress. When the princess read the letter and

apprehended its contents, she said, "Meseemeth he recalleth to me that which I did aforetime." Then she called for inkhorn and paper and wrote the

following verses:.Meanwhile, the youth her master abode expecting her; but she returned not and his heart forbode him of the draught [of

separation]; so he went forth at hazard, distraught and knowing not what he should do, and fell to strewing dust upon his head and crying out, 'The

old woman hath taken her and gone away!' The boys followed him with stones and pelted him, saying, 'A madman! A madman!' Presently, the

king's chamberlain, who was a man of age and worth, met him, and when he saw his youth, he forbade the boys and drove there away from him,

after which he accosted him and questioned him of his case. So he told him how it was with him and the chamberlain said to him, 'Fear not: all

shall yet be well with thee. I will deliver thy slave-girl for thee: so calm thy trouble.' And he went on to speak him fair and comfort him, till he put

faith in his speech..? ? ? ? ? Look at the moss-rose, on its branches seen, Midmost its leafage, covered all with green..? ? ? ? ? No exhorter am I to

abstain from the fair, Nor to love Mecca's vale for my profit I care;.Presently, El Abbas looked out of the window of the saloon and saw thereby a

house of goodly ordinance, lofty of building and abounding in chambers, with two upper stories; but therein was no sign of inhabitants. So he said

to the merchant, "Indeed, thou exceedest in doing us honour; but, by Allah, I will not eat of thy victual till thou tell me what is the reason of the

emptiness of yonder house." "O my lord," answered the other, "that was El Ghitrif's house and he was admitted to the mercy of God (79) and left

none other heir than myself; so it became mine, and by Allah, if thou hast a mind to sojourn in Baghdad, do thou take up thine abode in this house,
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so thou mayst be in my neighbourhood; for that indeed my heart inclineth unto thee with love and I would have thee never absent from my sight, so

I may still have my fill of thee and hearken to thy speech." El Abbas thanked him and said to him, "Indeed, thou art friendly in thy speech and

exceedest [in courtesy] in thy discourse, and needs must I sojourn in Baghdad. As for the house, if it like thee, I will abide therein; so take of me its

price.".? ? ? ? ? Thou left'st unto me, after thee, languor and carefulness; I lived a life wherein no jot of sweetness I espied..? ? ? ? ? It chances

whiles that the blind man escapes a pit, Whilst he who is clear of sight falls into it..? ? ? ? ? f. The Unjust King and the Pilgrim Prince dcxii.? ? ? ? ?

The Lord's alternatives are these, wherewith He's wont The needy wretch to ply and those in sore duresse..Dethroned King whose Kingdom and

Good were restored to him, The, i. 285..? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.The crown of the flow'rets am I, in the chamber of

wine, And Allah makes mention of me 'mongst the pleasures divine; Yea, ease and sweet basil and peace, the righteous are told, In Eternity's

Garden of sweets shall to bless them combine. (223) Where, then, is the worth that in aught with my worth can compare And where is the rank in

men's eyes can be likened to mine?.When her mother went out from her, Mariyeh fell to chiding the damsel for that which she had done and said to

her, "Verily, death were leifer to me than this; so look thou discover not my affair to any and I charge thee return not to the like of this fashion."

Then she swooned away and lay awhile without life, and when she came to herself, she saw Shefikeh weeping over her; whereupon she took the

necklace from her neck and the mantle from her body and said to the damsel, "Lay them in a napkin of damask and carry them to El Abbas and

acquaint him with that wherein I am for the persistence of estrangement and the effects of forbiddance." So Shefikeh took them and carried them to

El Abbas, whom she found in act to depart, for that he was about to take horse for Yemen. She went in to him and gave him the napkin and that

which was therein, and when he opened it and saw what it contained, to wit, the mantle and the necklace, his vexation was excessive and his eyes

were distorted, [so that the whites thereof appeared] and his rage was manifest in them..? ? ? ? ? The wine was sweet to us to drink in pleasance and

repose, And in a garden of the garths of Paradise we lay,.Mariyeh folded the letter and gave it to Shefikeh, bidding her carry it to El Abbas. So she

took it and going with it to his door, would have entered; but the chamberlains and serving-men forbade her, till they had gotten her leave from the

prince. When she went in to him, she found him sitting in the midst of the five damsels aforesaid, whom his father had brought him. So she gave

him the letter and he took it and read it. Then he bade one of the damsels, whose name was Khefifeh and who came from the land of China, tune

her lute and sing upon the subject of separation. So she came forward and tuning the lute, played thereon in four-and-twenty modes; after which she

returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? My watering lips, that cull the rose of thy soft cheek, declare My basil, (131) lily

mine, to be the myrtles of thy hair..As for the governor, he wasted all that was with him and returned to the city, where he saw the youth and

excused himself to him. Then he questioned him of what had befallen him and he told him, whereat he marvelled and returned to companionship

with him; but the youth ceased to have regard for him and gave him not stipends, as of his [former] wont, neither discovered to him aught of his

secrets. When the governor saw that there was no profit for him with the young Khorassani, he returned to the king, the ravisher of the damsel, and

told him what the chamberlain had done and counselled him to slay the latter and incited him to recover the damsel, [promising] to give his friend

to drink of poison and return. So the king sent for the chamberlain and upbraided him; whereupon he fell upon him and slew him and the king's

servants fell upon the chamberlain and slew him..So the youth obeyed his father's commandment and taking him, carried him to the slave-dealer

and said to the latter, 'Sell me this old man.' Quoth the dealer, 'Who will buy this fellow, and he a man of fourscore?' Then said he to the king, 'In

what crafts dost thou excel?' Quoth he, 'I know the quintessence of jewels and I know the quintessence of horses and that of men; brief, I know the

quintessence of all things.' So the dealer took him and went about, offering him for sale to the folk; but none would buy. Presently, up came the

overseer of the [Sultan's] kitchen and said, 'What is this man?' And the dealer answered, 'This is a slave for sale.' The cook marvelled at this and

bought the king for ten thousand dirhems, after questioning him of what he could do. Then he paid down the money and carried him to his house,

but dared not employ him in aught of service; so he appointed him an allowance, such as should suffice for his livelihood, and repented him of

having bought him, saying, 'What shall I do with the like of this fellow?'.Er Reshid was like to lose his wits for amazement at this sight and was

confounded at this that he beheld and witnessed. Then said he to Tuhfeh, 'Come, tell me thy story from first to last, [and let me know all that hath

betided thee,] as if I had been present' She answered with 'Hearkening and obedience,' and fell to telling him [all that had betided her] first and last,

from the time when she first saw the Sheikh Aboultawaif, how he took her and descended with her through the side of the draught-house; and she

told him of the horse she had ridden, till she came to the meadow aforesaid and described it to him, together with the palace and that which was

therein of furniture, and related to him how the Jinn rejoiced in her and that which she had seen of the kings of them, men and women, and of

Queen Kemeriyeh and her sisters and Queen Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, and Queen Es Shuhba, Queen of Queens, and King Es Shisban,

and that which each one of them had bestowed upon her. Moreover, she told him the story of Meimoun the Sworder and described to him his

loathly favour, which he had not consented to change, and related to him that which befell her from the kings of the Jinn, men and women, and the

coming of the Queen of Queens, Es Shuhba, and how she had loved her and appointed her her vice-queen and how she was thus become ruler over

all the kings of the Jinn; and she showed him the patent of investiture that Queen Es Shuhba had written her and told him that which had betided

her with the Ghoul-head, whenas it appeared to her in the garden, and how she had despatched it to her palace, beseeching it to bring her news of

the Commander of the Faithful and that which had betided him after her. Then she described to him the gardens, wherein she had taken her

pleasure, and the baths inlaid with pearls and jewels and told him that which had befallen Meimoun the Sworder, whenas he carried her off, and
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how he had slain himself; brief, she told him all that she had seen of wonders and rarities and that which she had beheld of all kinds and colours

among the Jinn..EL MELIK EZ ZAHIR RUKNEDDIN BIBERS EL BUNDUCDARI AND THE SIXTEEN OFFICERS OF POLICE. (83).When

Belekhsha had made an end of her verses, all present were moved to delight and El Abbas said to her, "Well done, O damsel!" Then he bade the

fifth damsel come forward and sing. Now she was from the land of Syria and her name was Rihaneh; she was surpassing of voice and when she

appeared in an assembly, all eyes were fixed upon her. So she came forward and taking the rebeck (for that she was used to play upon [all manner]

instruments) improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dl.Bunducdari (El) and the Sixteen

Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers, ii. 117..Credulous Husband, The, i. 270..I am the champion-slayer he warrior without peer,

iii. 94. 249----.Now the king's vizier had two daughters, own sisters, the elder of whom had read books and made herself mistress of [all] sciences

and studied the writings of the sages and the histories of the boon-companions, (160) and she was possessed of abundant wit and knowledge galore

and surpassing apprehension. She heard that which the folk suffered from the king and his despiteous usage of their children; whereupon

compassion gat hold upon her for them and jealousy and she besought God the Most High that He would bring the king to renounce that his heresy,

(161) and God answered her prayer. Then she took counsel with her younger sister and said to her, 'I mean to contrive somewhat for the liberation

of the people's children; and it is that I will go up to the king [and offer myself to him], and when I come to his presence, I will seek thee. When

thou comest in to me and the king hath done his occasion [of me], do thou say to me, 'O my sister, let me hear and let the king hear a story of thy

goodly stories, wherewithal we may beguile the waking hours of our night, till we take leave of each other.' 'It is well,' answered the other. 'Surely

this contrivance will deter the king from his heresy and thou shalt be requited with exceeding favour and abounding recompense in the world to

come, for that indeed thou adventurest thyself and wilt either perish or attain to thy desire.'.Then the girl went away, running, after her mistress,

whereupon I left the shop and set out after them, so I might see her abiding-place. I followed after them all the way, till she disappeared from mine

eyes, when I returned to my place, with a heart on fire. Some days after, she came to me again and bought stuffs of me. I refused to take the price

and she said, "We have no need of thy goods." Quoth I, "O my lady, accept them from me as a gift;" but she said, "[Wait] till I try thee and make

proof of thee." Then she brought out of her pocket a purse and gave me therefrom a thousand dinars, saying, "Trade with this till I return to thee."

So I took the purse and she went away [and returned not to me] till six months had passed by. Meanwhile, I traded with the money and sold and

bought and made other thousand dinars profit [on it]..Say, by the lightnings of thy teeth and thy soul's pure desire, iii. 19..?OF TRUST IN

GOD..Presently, the mother of the two boys, finding that they tarried from her, went searching for them, till she came to the ship and fell to saying,

'Who hath seen two boys of mine? Their fashion is thus and thus and their age thus and thus.' When they heard her words, they said, 'This is the

description of the two boys who were drowned in the sea but now.' Their mother heard and fell to calling on them and saying, 'Alas, my anguish for

your loss, O my sons! Where was the eye of your father this day, that it might have seen you?' Then one of the crew questioned her, saying, 'Whose

wife art thou?' And she answered, 'I am the wife of such an one the merchant. I was on my way to him, and there hath befallen me this calamity.'

When the merchant heard her speech, he knew her and rising to his feet, rent his clothes and buffeted his head and said to his wife, 'By Allah, I

have destroyed my children with mine own hand! This is the end of whoso looketh not to the issues of affairs.' Then he fell a-wailing and weeping

over them, he and his wife, and he said, 'By Allah, I shall have no ease of my life, till I light upon news of them!' And he betook himself to going

round about the sea, in quest of them, but found them not..After your loss, nor trace of me nor vestige would remain, iii. 41..132. Sindbad the Sailor

and Sindbad the Porter dxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclii.So each of them fared on with that which was with him and

gave not over going till they met in one of the inns (33) and each complained to the other of that which he had abidden of travel [in quest of

custom] and of the lack of demand for his wares. Now each of them had it in mind to cheat his fellow; so El Merouzi said to Er Razi, 'Wilt thou sell

me that?' 'Yes,' answered he, and the other continued, 'And wilt thou buy that which is with me?' Er Razi assented; so they agreed upon this and

each of them sold his fellow that which was with him [in exchange for the other's ware]; after which they bade each other farewell and parted. As

soon as they were out of each other's sight, they examined their loads, to see what was therein, and one of them found that he had a load of sheep's

dung and the other that he had a load of goat's dung; whereupon each of them turned back in quest of his fellow. They met in the inn aforesaid and

laughed at each other and cancelling their bargain, agreed to enter into partnership and that all that they had of money and other good should be in

common between them, share and share alike..? ? ? ? ? When the flies light on food, from the platter my hand I raise, though my spirit should long

for the fare;.95. Abou Suweid and the Handsome Old Woman dclxxxvii.?THE ELEVENTH OFFICER'S STORY..Then they agreed upon a device

between them, to wit, that they should feign an occasion in their own country, under pretext that she had there wealth buried from the time of her

husband Melik Shah and that none knew of it but this eunuch who was with her, wherefore it behoved that he should go and fetch it. So she

acquainted the king her husband with this and sought of him leave for the eunuch to go: and the king granted him permission for the journey and

charged him cast about for a device, lest any get wind of him. Accordingly, the eunuch disguised himself as a merchant and repairing to Belehwan's

city, began to enquire concerning the youth's case; whereupon they told him that he had been prisoned in an underground dungeon and that his

uncle had released him and dispatched him to such a place, where they had slain him. When the eunuch heard this, it was grievous to him and his

breast was straitened and he knew not what he should do..God knows I ne'er recalled thy memory to my thought, iii. 46..I clipped her in mine arms

and straight grew drunken with the scent, iii. 125..The woman who used to act as decoy for them once caught them a woman from a bride-feast,
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under pretence that she had a wedding toward in her own house, and appointed her for a day, whereon she should come to her. When the appointed

day arrived, the woman presented herself and the other carried her into the house by a door, avouching that it was a privy door. When she entered

[the saloon], she saw men and champions (131) [and knew that she had fallen into a trap]; so she looked at them and said, "Harkye, lads! (132) I am

a woman and there is no glory in my slaughter, nor have ye any feud of blood-revenge against me, wherefore ye should pursue me; and that which

is upon me of [trinkets and apparel] ye are free to take." Quoth they, "We fear thy denunciation." But she answered, saying, "I will abide with you,

neither coming in nor going out." And they said, "We grant thee thy life.".There was once in the land of Hind a king of illustrious station, endowed

with understanding and good sense, and his name was Shah Bekht. He had a vizier, a man of worth and intelligence, prudent in counsel,

conformable to him in his governance and just in his judgment; wherefore his enviers were many and many were the hypocrites, who sought in him

faults and set snares for him, so that they insinuated into King Shah Bekht's eye hatred and rancour against him and sowed despite against him in

his heart; and plot followed after plot, till [at last] the king was brought to arrest him and lay him in prison and confiscate his good and avoid his

estate. (77).? ? ? ? ? I am a man in whom good faith's a natural attribute; The deeds of every upright man should with his speech agree..With this

the king bade the vizier go away to his lodging, and when he arose in the morning, he abode his day in his house..Then they all four arose, laying

wagers with one another, and went forth, walking, from the palace-gate [and fared on] till they came in at the gate of the street in which Aboulhusn

el Khelia dwelt. He saw them and said to his wife Nuzhet el Fuad, "Verily, all that is sticky is not a pancake and not every time cometh the jar off

safe. (38)' Meseemeth the old woman hath gone and told her lady and acquainted her with our case and she hath disputed with Mesrour the eunuch

and they have laid wagers with one another about our death and are come to us, all four, the Khalif and the eunuch and the Lady Zubeideh and the

old woman." When Nuzhet el Fuad heard this, she started up from her lying posture and said, "How shall we do?" And he said, "We will both feign

ourselves dead and stretch ourselves out and hold our breath." So she hearkened unto him and they both lay down on the siesta[-carpet] and bound

their feet and shut their eyes and covered themselves with the veil and held their breath..? ? ? ? ? They have forbid their image to visit me in sleep;

So even my nightly phantom forsaketh me, heigho!.Now this was at the beginning of the month, and when it was the end thereof, Aboulhusn

longed to drink wine and returning to his former usance, furnished his saloon and made ready food and let bring wine; then, going forth to the

bridge, he sat there, expecting one whom he should carouse withal, as of his wont. As he sat thus, behold, up came the Khalif [and Mesrour] to

him; but Aboulhusn saluted them not and said to them, "No welcome and no greeting to the perverters! (31) Ye are no other than devils." However,

the Khalif accosted him and said to him, "O my brother, did I not say to thee that I would return to thee?" Quoth Aboulhusn, "I have no need of

thee; and as the byword says in verse:.When she had made an end of her song, the Commander of the Faithful said to her, "O damsel, thou art in

love." "Yes," answered she. And he said, "With whom?" Quoth she, "With my lord and my master, my love for whom is as the love of the earth for

rain, or as the love of the female for the male; and indeed the love of him is mingled with my flesh and my blood and hath entered into the channels

of my bones. O Commander of the Faithful, whenas I call him to mind, mine entrails are consumed, for that I have not accomplished my desire of

him, and but that I fear to die, without seeing him, I would assuredly kill myself." And he said, "Art thou in my presence and bespeakest me with

the like of these words? I will assuredly make thee forget thy lord.".Cook, The Lackpenny and the, i. 9..Wife, The Fuller and his, i. 261..?STORY

OF THE FOUL-FAVOURED MAN AND HIS FAIR WIFE..? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclxvi.Viziers, Story of King

Dadbin and his. i. 104..A Damsel made for love and decked with subtle grace, iii. 192..59. El Mutelemmis and his Wife Umeimeh dcxlviii.? ? ? ? ?

d. The Lover's Trick against the Chaste Wife dcccclxxx.When came the night, the vizier presented himself before the king, who bade him relate the

[promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, Out.Then he called Sitt el Milah and said to her, "The house [wherein thou

lodgest] and that which is therein Is a guerdon [from me] to thy lord. So do thou take him and depart with him in the safeguard of God the Most

High; but absent not yourselves from our presence." [So she went forth with Noureddin and] when she came to the house, she found that the

Commander of the Faithful had sent them gifts galore and abundance of good things. As for Noureddin, he sent for his father and mother and

appointed him agents and factors in the city of Damascus, to take the rent of the houses and gardens and khans and baths; and they occupied

themselves with collecting that which accrued to him and sending it to him every year. Meanwhile, his father and mother came to him, with that

which they had of monies and treasures and merchandise, and foregathering with their son, saw that he was become of the chief officers of the

Commander of the Faithful and of the number of his session-mates and entertainers, wherefore they rejoiced in reunion with him and he also

rejoiced in them..The Fifth Night of the Month.Most like a wand of emerald my shape it is, trow I, ii. 245..? ? ? ? ? e. The Barber's Story

cxliii.There abode once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, in the city of Baghdad, the Abode of Peace, the Khalif Haroun er Reshid, and he

had boon-companions and story-tellers, to entertain him by night Among his boon-companions was a man called Abdallah ben Nan, who was high

in favour with him and dear unto him, so that he was not forgetful of him a single hour. Now it befell, by the ordinance of destiny, that it became

manifest to Abdallah that he was grown of little account with the Khalif and that he paid no heed unto him; nor, if he absented himself, did he

enquire concerning him, as had been his wont. This was grievous to Abdallah and he said in himself, "Verily, the heart of the Commander of the

Faithful and his fashions are changed towards me and nevermore shall I get of him that cordiality wherewith he was wont to entreat me." And this

was distressful to him and concern waxed upon him, so that he recited the following verses:.112. Aboulhusn and his Slave-girl Taweddud

ccccxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? Of me he got not what he sought and brideless did return, For that estrangement and disdain were pleasing in my sight..Then the
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king acquainted the people [of his court] with the matter and said to them,' O folk, how deem ye of my looking to the issues of affairs?' And they

all marvelled at his wisdom and foresight. Then he turned to his father and said to him, 'Hadst thou looked to the issue of thine affair and dealt

deliberately in that which thou didst, there had not betided thee this repentance and grief all this time.' Then he let bring his mother and they

rejoiced in each other and lived all their days in joy and gladness. What then," continued the young treasurer, "is more grievous than the lack of

looking to the issues of affairs? Wherefore hasten thou not in the slaying of me, lest repentance betide thee and sore concern.".When the damsel

heard these verses, she wept till her clothes were drenched and drew near the old woman, who said to her, 'Knowest thou such an one?' And wept

and said, 'He is my lord. Whence knowest thou him?' 'O my lady,' answered the old woman, 'sawst thou not the madman who came hither yesterday

with the old woman? He was thy lord. But this is no time for talk. When it is night, get thee to the top of the palace [and wait] on the roof till thy

lord come to thee and contrive for thy deliverance.' Then she gave her what she would of perfumes and returning to the chamberlain, acquainted

him with that which had passed, and he told the youth..Accordingly, the king bade fetch the girl [and she came]. Then there befell that which befell

of his foregathering with the elder sister, and when he went up to his couch, that he might sleep, the younger sister said to the elder, 'I conjure thee

by Allah, O my sister, an thou be not asleep, tell us a story of thy goodly stories, wherewithal we may beguile the watches of our night, against

morning come and parting.' 'With all my heart,' answered she and fell to relating to her, whilst the king listened. Her story was goodly and

delightful, and whilst she was in the midst of telling it, the dawn broke. Now the king's heart clave to the hearing of the rest of the story; so he

respited her till the morrow, and when it was the next night, she told him a story concerning the marvels of the lands and the extraordinary chances

of the folk, that was yet stranger and rarer than the first. In the midst of the story, the day appeared and she was silent from the permitted speech. So

he let her live till the ensuing night, so he might hear the completion of the story and after put her to death..? ? ? ? ? My maker reserved me for

generous men And the niggard and sland'rer to use me forebade..? ? ? ? ? If, in his own land, midst his folk, abjection and despite Afflict a man,

then exile sure were better for the wight..Conclusion..When three nights had passed over her with their days of the second month, she despaired of

him and her tears dried not up. Then she resolved to take up her abode in the city and making choice of a dwelling, removed thither. The folk

resorted to her from all parts, to sit with her and hearken to her speech and witness her good breeding; nor was it but a little while ere the king of

the city died and the folk fell out concerning whom they should invest with the kingship after him, so that strife was like to betide between them.

However, the men of judgment and understanding and the folk of experience counselled them to make the youth king who had lost his brother, for

that they doubted not but Selma was a man. They all consented unto this and betaking themselves to Selma, proffered her the kingship. She

refused, but they were instant with her, till she consented, saying in herself, 'My sole desire in [accepting] the kingship is [to find] my brother.'

Then they seated her on the throne of the kingdom and set the crown on her head, whereupon she addressed herself to the business of

administration and to the ordinance of the affairs of the people; and they rejoiced in her with the utmost joy.."Leave the mention of him. Who is at

the door?" Quoth Adi, "El Akhwes el Ansari." (54) "God the Most High put him away and estrange him from His mercy!" cried Omar. "Is it not he

who said, berhyming on a man of Medina his slave-girl, so she might outlive her master ... ?" [And he repeated the following line:].Then she gave

out among the folk that the king's father's brother's son was come and bade the grandees and troops go forth to meet him. Moreover, she decorated

the city in his honour and the drums of good tidings beat for him, whilst all the king's household [went out to meet him and] dismounting before

him, [escorted him to the city and] lodged him with the queen-mother in her palace. Then she bade the chiefs of the state attend his assembly; so

they presented themselves before him and saw of his breeding and accomplishments that which amazed them and made them forget the breeding of

those who had foregone him of the kings..Then they fell to journeying night and day, and as they went, behold, they sighted a camp of the camps of

the Arabs. So El Abbas enquired thereof and was told that it was the camp of the Benou Zuhreh. Now there were around them sheep and cattle,

such as filled the earth, and they were enemies to El Akil, the cousin of El Abbas, upon whom they still made raids and took his cattle; wherefore

he used to pay them tribute every year, for that he availed not to cope with them. When El Abbas came near the camp, he dismounted from his

courser and his servant Aamir also dismounted; and they set down the victual and ate their sufficiency and rested awhile of the day. Then said the

prince to Aamir, "Fetch water and give the horses to drink and draw water for us in thy water-bag, by way of provision for the road.".Shah Bekht

and his Vizier Er Rehwan, King, i. 215..The company marvelled at this story and the ninth officer came forward and said, 'I will tell you a right

goodly story I heard at a wedding..Then he arose and going in to his daughter, found her mother with her; so he set out to them the case and

Mariyeh said, "O father mine, my wish is subject unto (122) thy commandment and my will ensueth thy will; so whatsoever thou choosest, I am

still obedient unto thee and under thy dominion." Therewithal the King knew that Mariyeh inclined unto El Abbas; so he returned forthright to

King El Aziz and said to him, "May God amend the King! Verily, the occasion is accomplished and there is no opposition unto that which thou

commandest" Quoth El Aziz, "By God's leave are occasions accomplished. How deemest thou, O King, of fetching El Abbas and drawing up the

contract of marriage between Mariyeh and him?" And Ins ben Cais answered, saying, "Thine be it to decide.".? ? ? ? ? p. The Foxes and the Wolf

dccccxxi.The billows of thy love o'erwhelm me passing sore, ii. 226..? ? ? ? ? Midst colours, my colour excelleth in light And I would every eye of

my charms might have sight..? ? ? ? ? He shot me with the shafts of looks launched from an eyebrow's (138) bow; A chamberlain (139) betwixt his

eyes hath driven me to despair..When the evening came and the king sat in his privy chamber, he summoned the vizier and required of him the

story of the thief and the woman. Quoth the vizier, "Know, O king, that.Sharpers who cheated each his Fellow, The Two, ii. 28..?OF
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CLEMENCY..86. The Three Unfortunate Lovers dclxxii.There was once a king of the kings, by name Ibrahim, to whom the kings abased

themselves and did obedience; but he had no son and was straitened of breast because of this, fearing lest the kingship go forth of his hand. He

ceased not vehemently to desire a son and to buy slave-girls and lie with them, till one of them conceived, whereat he rejoiced with an exceeding

joy and gave gifts and largesse galore. When the girl's months were accomplished and the season of her delivery drew near, the king summoned the

astrologers and they watched for the hour of her child-bearing and raised astrolabes [towards the sun] and took strait note of the time. The damsel

gave birth to a male child, whereat the king rejoiced with an exceeding joy, and the people heartened each other with the glad news of this..? ? ? ? ?

f. The Lady and her Two Lovers dlxxxi.Whenas the soul desireth one other than its peer, ii 207..It is told that there was once, in the city of

Baghdad, a comely and well-bred youth, fair of face, tall of stature and slender of shape. His name was Alaeddin and he was of the chiefs of the

sons of the merchants and had a shop wherein he sold and bought One day, as he sat in his shop, there passed by him a girl of the women of

pleasure, (253) who raised her eyes and casting a glance at the young merchant, saw written in a flowing hand on the forepart (254) of the door of

his shop, these words, "VERILY, THERE IS NO CRAFT BUT MEN'S CRAFT, FORASMUCH AS IT OVERCOMETH WOMEN'S CRAFT."

When she beheld this, she was wroth and took counsel with herself, saying, "As my head liveth, I will assuredly show him a trick of the tricks of

women and prove the untruth of (255) this his inscription!".?STORY OF THE KING OF HIND AND HIS VIZIER..? ? ? ? ? 'Twas not of wine that

I had drunk; her mouth's sweet honeyed dews It was intoxicated me with bliss and ravishment..? ? ? ? ? k. The Eleventh Officer's Story

dccccxxxviii.Merchants, The Sharper and the, ii. 46..Thiefs Story, The, ii. 165..So she took the hundred dinars and the piece of silk and returned to

her dwelling, rejoicing, and went in to Aboulhusn and told him what had befallen, whereupon he arose and rejoiced and girt his middle and danced

and took the hundred dinars and the piece of silk and laid them up. Then he laid out Nuzhet el Fuad and did with her even as she had done with

him; after which he rent his clothes and plucked out his beard and disordered his turban [and went forth] and gave not over running till he came in

to the Khalif, who was sitting in the hall of audience, and he in this plight, beating upon his breast. Quoth the Khalif to him, "What aileth thee, O

Aboulhusn!" And he wept and said, "Would thy boon-companion had never been and would his hour had never come!" "Tell me [thy case,]" said

the Khalif; and Aboulhusn said, "O my lord, may thy head outlive Nuzhet el Fuad!" Quoth the Khalif, "There is no god but God!" And he smote

hand upon hand. Then he comforted Aboulhusn and said to him, "Grieve not, for we will give thee a concubine other than she." And he bade the

treasurer give him a hundred dinars and a piece of silk. So the treasurer gave him what the Khalif bade him, and the latter said to him,"Go, lay her

out and carry her forth and make her a handsome funeral." So Aboulhusn took that which he had given him and returning to his house, rejoicing,

went in to Nuzhet el Fuad and said to her, "Arise, for the wish is accomplished unto us." So she arose and he laid before her the hundred dinars and

the piece of silk, whereat she rejoiced, and they added the gold to the gold and the silk to the silk and sat talking and laughing at one

another..Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The, iii. 224..When the damsel had made an end of her song, El Abbas swooned away and they

sprinkled on him rose-water, mingled with musk, till he came to himself, when he called another damsel (now there was on her of linen and clothes

and ornaments that which beggareth description, and she was endowed with brightness and loveliness and symmetry and perfection, such as

shamed the crescent moon, and she was a Turkish girl from the land of the Greeks and her name was Hafizeh) and said to her, "O Hafizeh, close

thine eyes and tune thy lute and sing to us upon the days of separation." She answered him with "Hearkening and obedience" and taking the lute,

tuned its strings and cried out from her head, (107) in a plaintive voice, and sang the following verses:
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