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The Korean craftsman who had fashioned the piece had probably led a simple and uncomplaining life, Kalens thought to himself, and would have
died satisfied in the knowledge that he had created beauty from nothing and left the world a richer place for having passed through. Would his
descendants in the Asia of eight hundred years later be able to say the same or to feel the same fulfillment as they scrambled for their share of
mass-produced consumer affluence, paraded their newfound wealth and arrogance through the fashion houses and auction rooms of London, Paris,
and New York, or basked on the decks of their gaudy yachts off Australian beaches? Kalens very much doubted it. So what had their so-called
emancipation done for the world except prostitute its treasures, debase its cultural currency, and submerge the products of its finest minds in a flood
of banal egalitarianism and tasteless uniformity? The same kind of destructive parasitism by its own masses, multiplying in its tissues and
spreading like a disease, had brought the West to its knees over half a century earlier..The rattletrap engine turned over on the first try. The other
car had always needed coaxing. The."But you are. What can you do to stop it?"."I went, but I didn't listen much. Besides, you aren't studying
amebas and parameciums in fourth grade.".Leilani would have preferred to call paramedics and have her mother taken to a hospital.
Sinsemilla."How can they when there are hardly any around to start with?" Juanita asked him. "We told you--if they're like that, they don't last very
long."."So Dr. Doom is a UFO nut," Micky pressed.."I agree," Howard Kalens murmured..Checkpoints were set up at gates through the border, and
the stretches between sealed off by fences and barriers patrolled by armed sentries. Terran laws were proclaimed to be in force within, and the
unauthorized carrying of weapons was prohibited, all permanent residents were required to register; all persons duly registered and above voting
age were entitled to participate in the democratic process, thus conferring upon the Chironians the right to choose the leaders they didn't want, and
an obligation to accept the ones they ended up with anyway..Leilani smiled wanly. "Sucky. We're still waiting for the day when I'm able to foretell
next week's winning.must not allow himself to be rattled by the trucker's latest observation..Curtis doesn't want a refuge. He wants to find an
escape hatch. And quickly..irony in that.".The two Chironians frowned at each other. "Owns it?" Juanita repeated. Her voice suggested that the
notion-was a new one. "I'm not all that sure what you mean. The people who work here, I guess.".Colman looked away in exasperation. She could
have been a unique, thinking person. Instead she chose to be a doll, shaped and molded by everything she saw and heard around her. It was all
around him--half the people he could see were in the chorus line behind Stormbel's puppet show. They could be told what to think because they
didn't want to think. Suddenly he remembered all the reasons why he had cooled things with Anita months ago, when he -had been toying seriously
with the idea of making their relationship contractual and settling down as Hanlon had. He had tried to tune into her wavelength and found nothing
but static. But what had infuriated him more was that her attitude had been necessary--she had a head but wouldn't use it..rapped on the jamb.."That
may be, but it's beside the point that I was trying to make," Merrick said. "Surely you're not condoning the rule by mobocracy that substitutes for
law among these people. Are you saying we should expose our own population to the prospect of being shot down in the Street by anyone who
happens to take a dislike to them?'.Jay glanced at Colman, then looked at Bernard. A new light was creeping into Bernard's eyes as the implications
of what Kath had said began to sink in. Jay hesitated, then decided that his father was in the fight mood. "You know, this is a bit of a risky place,
Dad," he said in an ominous voice. "People getting shot all over the place and stuff like that. I could run into all kinds of trouble on my own. I'm
sure you'd feel a lot happier ff I had some professional protection.".Although scared, Curtis is also intrigued. There's something fascinating about
secretly watching strangers.With all public bars having been put off-limits to the Mayflower Ifs soldiers after the shooting, the party couldn't have
come at a better time, Colman reflected as he leaned against the bar and nursed his glass while gazing around the room. Swyley and Stanislau were
behind him in a corner with a mixed group of Chironians and seemed interested in the planet's travel facilities; Sirocco was with another group in
the center of the room discussing the war news with another group, and Maddock, looking slightly disheveled, was sprawled along a couch in an
alcove on the far side with his-arm draped around Wendy, another girl from the Mayflower II, who seemed to be asleep. It was especially nice to
get away from the political row that had been splitting the Mission into factions ever since the morning after the shooting. Kalens wanted to impose
Terran law on Franklin, Lechat wanted everybody to move to Iberia, somebody called Ramisson wanted to disband Congress and phase into the
Chironian population, and somewhere in the middle Wellesley was trying to steer a course between all of them. At one extreme some people were
ignoring the directive to remain in the Canaveral area and moving out, while at the other some were supporting Kalens by staging anti-Chironian
demonstrations with demands for a get-tough policy. Padawski and the group who had been with him at The Two Moons, including Anita, were
being confined to the military base at Canaveral pending a hearing of the charges of disobeying orders and disorderly conduct. In addition Ramelly
had been charged with assault, and Padawski with failing to uphold discipline among members of his unit as well as with publicly issuing threats.
The threats were the main reason for Padawski's group being confined to base, since some politicians were worried about possible reactions from
the Chironians if they were allowed out and about. Colman couldn't see any risk of retaliation, since none of the Chironians that he had talked to
attached any great significance to the incident. He only wished more of the politicians would see things the same way instead of blowing the
incident out of proportion to suit their own ends. If they had stayed out of the situation and left the Army to deal with its own people in its own
way, the whole thing would probably have been forgotten already, he thought to himself..Helicopter rotors..The restaurant employees are protesting
less, maybe because the hunters' steely indifference to every.The loud drumming of fear with which he has lived for the past twenty-four hours has
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subsided to a faint.In the hallway, he encountered a nurse pushing a stainless-steel serving cart: a petite raven-haired.The snake still coiled near the
baseboard, under the window. Luminous eyes. Head weaving as if to the."Did this Farrel asshole really show up, Jonny?".half a mile ahead, at the
top of a rise, traffic has come to a complete stop..Yet neither of this booted pair seems in the least interested in the crumpled currency. Still
without.defensive tactics might be employed.-.and bitter, him havin' a hissy fit, him broodin' up bad snaky revenge."."And how about this?"
Pernak said. "Sal says the university's crying out for somebody with a background in nonlinear phase-space dynamics and particle theory.. She as
good as said I could get a job there, and that a job like that pays tops around here. What do you think of that for a break?".my business, and you'd
hustle me back to my own yard.".character of all their voices suggests that the battle isn't over and perhaps isn?t going to be brief be brief;.way or
another by her tenth birthday, she wouldn't be in danger until the eve of that anniversary; by then,.his remark: not more than was true about him,
but more than he intended to reveal. "You're no dog, Mr..Jean was too astonished to do anything but gape at him while Jay stared in undisguised
amazement. Pernak blinked a couple of times and waited a few seconds for the atmosphere to discharge itself. "The problem is it isn't quite that
simple," he finally said, forcing his voice to remain steady. "If everybody was going to be left alone to make that choice I'd agree with you, but
they're not. There's a faction at work somewhere that's pushing for trouble, and what I've seen of the Chironians says that could mean big trouble.
The Iberia thing would at least keep everybody apart until this all blows over, and that's all I'm saying. I agree with you, Bern-I don't think it'll last
into the long-term future either, but it's not the long-term that I'm worried about." He glanced at Jean apologetically. "Sorry, but that's how I think
it'll go.".A flux of light throbs through the air beyond the ridge line: the moving searchlight beams reflecting off the."Well, hello, Sergeant," she s.
aid huskily. "I was beginning to wonder if I had a deserter. Now, I wonder what could be on your mind at this time of night."."Jonathan likes
walking the edge. Risk excites him."."You don't have to do this.".everyone was beautiful and rich and happy. Leilani didn't actually search for the
passageway, but based.difficulty swallowing..she'd grown all but oblivious of the sun. "How old are you, kid?"."Just indigestion," she murmured
with self-derision, because she knew that she was the same shiftless,.what he believes. Every hour of survival will bring him closer to ultimate
freedom, and each new sunrise."Perhaps it would be of benefit if I were to summarize the situation that now exists," Sterm suggested, "We
com."Hot or iced?".scaly ringlets under the window. Evil-looking head raised. Alert..your bags, walk out, find a good apartment, get a high-paying
job in software design, and be tooling."I bet he's giving himself a hand job right now, watching us.".The motor-home horn blares. In fact the noisy
night sounds like a honk-if-you-love-Jesus moment at a.The woman stopped and ran her eye curiously over their faces for a moment while they
shuffled and straightened up self-consciously. "You don't have to stand around out here like this as far as we're concerned, you know," she said.
"You can come on inside if you want. How about a coffee, and maybe something to eat?" The faces turned instinctively toward Colman as he
rejoined them..Providing for Laura was the reason that he worked, the reason that he lived in a low-rent apartment,.Although a couple hundred
people are nearby, this place in this moment of time seems as lonely as any."Maybe not so hard if you're honest with yourself." Noah had been so
taken with her body and her.work.".With Sterm playing what was nominally the leading role, Stormbel could afford nothing that might be seen as a
concession of inferiority, which required his half of the machine to perform flawlessly, precisely, and in a way that was beyond criticism. That was
what made mistakes doubly intolerable at this particular time. But what made the whole thing completely baffling and all the snore galling was that
the escorts and their charge had not only checked in on time, but hid actually boarded the return shuttle-having passed safely through all the riskier
parts of the agenda-before vanishing without a trace. They had definitely boarded and taken their seats, and it had been only a matter of minutes
before lift-off when one of the flight-crew noticed that suddenly they weren't there-any of them. The SD guards at the boarding gate had all known
what Celia Kalens looked liked, and they had been under special instructions to watch for her, but none of them had seen her when the escorts came
out of the shuttle after somehow losing her; hid shortly after that, the escorts had disappeared into the base and were never seen again. Nobody
reme9b~red seeing."I mean the bag. It's an airsickness bag." His grin faded. "What? you never saw one before?".The kitchen had seemed quiet
before, but the fridge had been making more noise than Micky realized..The first time that he'd worked for Noah, the kid had delivered a
handsomely shot and effectively edited."I could go and see if I can find him," Jay offered. "I don't think I'd attract much attention. Even if the SDs
are out, they're not going to be looking for me."."I still don't like it," Borftein grumbled to Kalens after the meeting was over. "The way I see it,
what we're trying to do is provoke an official acknowledgment from these bloody Chironians that we exist at all. If I had my way, I'd soon show
them whether we exist or not.".making a connection with her. His stubborn persistence through the years had been motivated by.especially as this
was a truth that she had so long avoided contemplating..lamps provides sufficient sour yellow light to reveal the animal's raised hackles.."Freezer
Sirocco stepped out in front of them with his automatic drawn and Stewart beside him holding a leveled assault cannon. Before the SD's could
react, two more weapons were trained on them from behind. They were disarmed in seconds, and Sirocco motioned them through the open door
with a curt wave of his gun while Faustzman herded the two startled civilians from the coffee machine. Two women rounded the corner just as the
door of the office closed again, and walked by talking to each other without having seen anything. Moments later Sirocco left the office again with
two privates. They formed up in the center of the corridor and moved off in step in the direction of the rear lobby..Although he had been only eight
years old in 2040, he could remember dearly the excitement caused by the news that a signal had come in from a spacecraft called the Kuan-yin,
which had been launched in 2020, just before the war broke out. The signal had announced that the Kuan-yin had identified a suitable planet in
orbit around Alpha Centauri and was commencing its experiment. The planet was named Chiron, after one of the centaurs; three other significant
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planets also discovered by the Kuan-yin in the system of Alpha Centauri were named Pholus, Nessus, and Eurytion..name on your tongue, think
you can spellcast me with a shrewd guess of a name . . ..speaking in her capacity as self-appointed temperance enforcer on assignment to Michelina
Bell-song..After refilling the shoe, he puts down the juice container and sits on the edge of the bed to watch the dog."What wouldn't be?" Geneva
wondered..Or, at least, the three that lived with him. Adam had two more who lived with an earlier "roommate" named Pam in an arctic scientific
base of some kind in the far north of Selene. Adam's father lived there too; he'd separated from Kath several years earlier. Adam's present partner,
Barbara, had flown to the arctic base for a two week visit and had taken a daughter--hers but not Adam's --who lived with them in Franklin.
Barbara also intended to see Pam and Adam's other two children, as Pam and she were quite good friends. On Chiron, no institution comparable to
marriage seemed to exist, and no social expectations of monogamous or permanent relationships between individuals---or for that matter any
expectations for them to conform to any behavior pattern at all..Here came that unsettling shift in the girl's eyes, like a sudden muddy tide washing
through clean water,.of great age and immeasurable wisdom. Nevertheless, he wishes he had been brave for her..filtered cacophony into a muted
clump-and-crackle..Micky observed. "Flat as a slice of the Swiss cheese on that platter."."I need more than a few right now. How much did your
Navigator cost?" Noah asked..Even after stepping off the splintered fence staves onto the grass, the girl moved awkwardly. "We're."It has to. You
can't love others until you love yourself. I was sixteen when I joined the Circle, seven.Reliably off-center, Aunt Gen waved gaily, as though the
trailer were an ocean liner about to steam out.If Death had pockets in his robe, they smelled like this filthy carpet. Nauseating waves of righteous
anger."The mediocre shall inherit the Earth," Kalens had told his wife, Celia, after returning to their Delaware mansion from a series of talks with
European foreign ministers one day in 2055. "Or else, eventually, there will be another war." And so the Kalenses had departed to see the building
of a new society far away that would be inspired by the lessons of the past without being hampered by any of its disruptive legacies. There would
be no tradition of unrealistic expectations to contend with, no foreign rivalries to make concessions to, and no clamoring masses accumulated in
their useless billions to be kept occupied. Chiron would be a clean' canvas, unspoiled and 'unsullied, awaiting, the fresh imprint of Kalens's
design..purging. Yet she shied from using the bath seasonings for the same reason that she didn't participate in.gunship, surely armed with machine
guns, possibly with rockets. The shriek of the engines vibrates."You can say that again," Bernard agreed..excitable and shallow and, in general,
dorky to the max..than the giant rigs parked side by side on the blacktop. White cab, black canvas walls. The saddlery."Very probably it was," Kath
replied. "The man you saw was probably having a relaxing day or two keeping his hand in. It's nice to have machines around to take care of things
when they become chores.".STARSHIP COMMAND CENTER, CAPTAIN CURTIS HAMMOND..Chang threw his cards down and leveled two
black fingers across the table. "A Smith and Wesson beats five aces." He grinned and stood up. "Everybody set for another drink?" A chorus of
assent rose around the table, and Chang moved away to the bar on the far side of the room.."Bad?" she asked, glancing toward Laura's room..of fear
that she'd find a haunted house within herself, occupied by everything from mere ghosts to.Pointing to the small bag as Noah tucked the cash into it
once more, the pacifist said, "Don't you realize."They wound it up early. Anyhow, Bud told me it'll be open again tomorrow. Check it out and give
it a try.".Right now, he'd rather explore a graveyard or a scarab-infested pyramid with mummies on the march, or.Nearing the end of the kitchen, he
encounters several workers crowding through an open door..control himself and to leave the grieving for safer times..wake, but at times ranges to
the left and right of her..rubbing soot from a window, might facilitate the passage of a thin but precious light into the darkness.certain, just as they
had been behind the subversion of the Army and even of some of Stormbel's own troopers. The Chironians would pay for it, just as everyone else
who had crossed his path or tried to make a fool of him had paid eventually. They would pay the moment someone offered resistance when his
troops moved into Franklin His orders were quite explicit..Bernard frowned uncomprehendingly. "Yes , . Why.trapped in this claustrophobic
rolling slaughterhouse with psychotic retirees who'll eat him with chips and."They may be a handful," Adam added from across the room, "but they
control the ship's heavy weapons. We've given them every chance, and we've encouraged as many people to get themselves out of it as was
humanly possible. Our whole world is at stake. If they begin issuing threats or deploying those weapons, the ship will be destroyed. They' can be no
changing that decision. It was made a long time ago.".He also had rules that he lived by, standards that he wouldn't compromise, and procedures
that must be.Jay nodded and smiled. "You're right. We did.".She's a fantastically large person, nearly as round as she is tall: bosoms the size of
goose-down pillows,.image of hip sophistication. The press see themselves in him. They'd forgive him anything, even murder,.She's still headed in
the dead-wrong direction, but Curtis races after Old Yeller because they can't turn.Sterm emitted a sigh of sorely tried patience. "I will endeavor to
spell it out in simple terms," he replied. "This act of clowns has been..."."She couldn't have known," Geneva said, but those four words were more
of a question than they were.anger, and so she drank now in the service of Leilani.."When did it stop?or did it ever?" Geneva asked. Her softly
spoken question reverberated hollowly.know joy, to have faith that our lives have meaning . . . and to find The Way.."But that ridiculous! What's to
stop anyone walking in off the street from giving orders?".As a matter of emotional survival, she had recently been making an effort to keep her
anger sheathed.Cynicism soon turned to rebellion as more of the Terran population came to perceive Phoenix not as a protective enclave, but at
worst a prison and at best a self-proclaimed lunatic asylum. Apartment units were found deserted and more faces vanished as expeditions to
Franklin came increasingly to be one-way trips. Passports were issued and Terran travel restricted while all Chironians were allowed through the
checkpoints freely by guards who had no way of knowing which were residents and which were not since none of them had registered. The sentries
no longer cared all that much anyway; their looking the other way became chronic and more and more of them were found not to be at their posts
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when their relief showed up. An order was posted assigning at least one SD to every guard detail. The effectiveness of this measure was reduced to
a large degree by a network of willing Chironians which materialized overnight to assist Terrans in evading their own guards..Nanook sighed
heavily. "We have had one or two things like that from time to time," he confessed. "But it never lasts. In the end a bigger bunch gets itself together
and gets rid of them. It comes to the same thing--they end up getting shot anyhow.".The kit was a deluxe model, similar to any fisherman's plastic
tackle box with a clamshell lid. Dr. Doom.Celia didn't seem to hear. Her mind was still back where the conversation had been before Kath's call.
After a short silence she said without moving her head, "It wasn't a warning from the Chironians.".cast it. This evening had become all about
Leilani Klonk, if it had not actually been about the girl from the.news, shooting up shopping centers or office buildings because of a wife's decision
to file for divorce,.either.".EPILOGUE."Thank you. Are you sure your mother wouldn't like to join us?"
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