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Perhaps because Celestina was her father's daughter, with his faith in humanity, she was always deeply moved by the kindnesses of strangers and

saw in them the shape of a greater grace. "Does your wife know what a lucky woman she is?".Beyond the windows, the winter night sifted sootily

down through the twinkling city, as he sat in his living room with a glass of Dry Sack in one hand and the picture of Celestina White in the

other..The sidewalks were crowded with businessmen in suits, hippies in flamboyant garb, groups of smartly attired suburban ladies in town to

shop, and the usual forgettably dressed rabble, some smiling and some surly and some mumbling but as blank-eyed as mannequins, who might be

hired assassins or poets, for all he knew, eccentric millionaires in mufti or carnival geeks who earned their living by biting heads off live

chickens..A man came out of the stone tower. He passed them, walking hurriedly with a queer shambling gait, staring straight ahead. His chin

shone and his chest was wet with spittle leaking from his lips..This soiling of Naomi's memory was a sadness so poignant, so terrible, that he

wondered if he could endure it. He felt his mouth tremble and go soft, not with the urge to throw up again, but with something like grief if not grief

itself. His eyes filled with tears..Even as the morning matured, the fog and the rain conspired to bar all but a faint gray daylight from St. Mary's.

Shadows flourished..Besides, he didn't want the police in San Francisco to know that he'd been suspected, by at least one of their kind, of having

killed his wife in Oregon. What if one of the locals was curious enough to request a copy of the case file on Naomi's death, and what if in that file,

Vanadium had made reference to Junior waking from a nightmare, fearfully repeating Bartholomew? And then what if Junior eventually located

the right Bartholomew and eliminated the little bastard, and then what if the local cop who'd read the case file connected one Bartholomew to the

other and started asking questions? Admittedly, that was a stretch. Nevertheless, he hoped to fade from the SFPD's awareness as soon as possible

and live henceforth beyond their ken..By "all of that," he meant the groceries that she and Joey often sent along with the pies, the occasional

mortgage payment they made for someone down on his luck, and the other quiet philanthropies..THE CRISP CRACKLE of faux flames, the way

they made them in the days of radio dramas, back in the 1930s and '40s, when he was a boy: cellophane..Because drugs foil all efforts at

self-improvement, Junior had no use for the cocaine and acid. He didn't dare sell them to recover his money; even five thousand dollars wasn't

worth risking arrest. Instead, he gave the pharmaceuticals to a group of young boys playing basketball in a schoolyard, and wished them a Merry

Christmas. The twenty-fourth of December began with rain, but the storm moved south soon after dawn. Sunshine tinseled the city, and the streets

filled with last-minute holiday shoppers..Maria, however, lived comfortably with both the Catholicism and the occultism in which she had been

raised. In Hermosillo, Mexico, the latter had been nearly as important to the spiritual life of her family as had been the former..This humble house

wasn't where you expected to hear an elaborate custom doorbell-or even any doorbell at all, since knuckles on wood were the cheapest

announcement of a visitor..Needles of rain knitted the air and quickly embroidered silvery patterns on the blacktop..In the main room, on his way

toward the front door, Junior saw Celestina White surrounded by adoring fatheads, nattering ninnies, dithering dolts, saps and boneheads, oafs and

gawks and simpletons. She was still as gorgeous as her shamelessly beautiful paintings. If the opportunity arose, Junior would have more use for

her than for her so called art..In spite of the gloom, the boy's miraculous accomplishment was evident: his clothes and hair were dry as though he'd

worn a coat and hood.."Done," Agnes said. "Now put away the three dollars, and let's have our lesson before my water breaks.".After she flushed,

Angel stood on a stepstool and washed her hands at the sink..Throughout lunch and, indeed, during his hours as an outpatient at the hospital, Barty

gave no indication that he understood the gravity of his situation. He remained cheerful, charming the doctors and technicians with his sweet

personality and precocious chatter..She felt that she had failed her sister. She didn't know what more she could have done, but if she'd been wiser

and more insightful and more attentive, surely this terrible loss would not have come to pass..The walk-in closet, which Vanadium next explored,

contained fewer clothes than he expected. Only half the rod space was being used. A lot of empty hangers rang softly, eerily against one another as

he conducted a casual examination of Cain's wardrobe..The gunshot was louder-and the pain initially less-than he expected. Timpani-boom,

timpani-boom, the explosion echoed back and forth through the high-ceilinged apartment..Barty rode with his mother in her green Chevrolet station

wagon. Because the cakes, pies, and gifts were too numerous to be contained in one vehicle, Edom followed them in his flashier yellow-and-white

'54 Ford Country Squire.."All right," Agnes said, and as she voiced her acceptance, she was shivered by a sudden fear for which she couldn't at

once identify a cause..To the windows, then, drawing all the blinds securely down. And still, irrationally, she felt watched..Slow deep breathing

forgotten, gasping like a drowning swimmer, a sudden sweat dripping from his brow, Junior used one foot to prod the fallen man..Cupping Angel

entirely in his big hands, smiling at her, he said, "Oh, no, Mrs. White, this looks like a healthy young lady to me. No medicine required."."I thought

so," Angel said, dubiosity squinching her face. "Mrs. Ornwall made me cheese.".Only two explanations occurred to him. First, bureaucracies

slavishly follow the rules even when the rules make no sense. Second, the Ugliest Private Detective in the World, Nolly Wulfstan, was an

incompetent dunce..The candlestick was gone. The pedestal on which it had stood now held a Griskin bronze so devastatingly brilliant that one

quick look at it would give nightmares to nuns and assassins alike..Junior could neither speak nor even mewl in agony. All the saliva had been

draining forward, out of his open mouth, for so long that his throat was parched and raw. He felt as though he had munched on a snack of salted

razor blades that were now stuck in his pharynx. His rattling wheeze sounded like scuttling scarabs..He couldn't easily refuse the assignment. Later

that year, President Lyndon Johnson, with strong backing from both the Democratic and the Republican Parties, was expected to sign the Civil
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Rights Act of 1964, and currently it was dangerous for clearheaded believers in the primacy of self to express their healthy instincts, which might

be mistakenly perceived as racial prejudice. He could be fired..When Paul arrived with a Christmas gift, Perri was abed, wearing Chinese-red

pajamas, reading Jane Austen. A clever contraption of leather straps, pulleys, and counterweights assisted her in moving her right arm more fluidly

than would otherwise have been possible. A lap stand held the book, but she could tam the pages.."I'm not sad," Tom said, "because though I have

this face here in this world, I know there's another me-in fact, lots of other Tom Vanadiums-who don't have this face at all. Somewhere I'm doing

just fine, thank you.".For each of them, Agnes put one scoop of vanilla ice cream in a tall glass of root beer, and after changing quickly into their

pajamas, they sat together in Barty's bed, enjoying their treats, while she read aloud the last sixty pages of Starman Jones..Maria Elena Gonzalez-no

longer a seamstress in a dry-cleaners, but proprietor of Elena's Fashions, a small dress shop one block off the town square-joined Agnes, Barty,

Edom, and Jacob on Christmas.Angel followed him at two steps, and when she stood beside his chair, watching him open the soft drink, Barty said,

"Why were you following me?".In the three years since Perri's death, he had walked thousands of miles. He hadn't kept a record of the cumulative

distance, because he wasn't trying to get into Guinness or to prove anything..He was filled with bitter remorse for having suspected Naomi of

poisoning his cheese sandwich or his apricots. She-had in fact adored him, as he had always believed. She would never have lifted a hand against

him, never. Dear Naomi would have died for him. In fact, she had..Junior had thought most other policemen must consider Vanadium to be a loose

cannon, a rogue, an outcast. Perhaps the opposite was true-and if it was, if Vanadium was highly regarded among his peers, he was immeasurably

more dangerous than Junior had realized..Leave the lamps burning, the door unlocked. A murderer, frantic to vanish while the victim remained

undiscovered, wouldn't be worried about the cost of electricity or about protecting against burglary..Agnes knew now why this prognostication had

dismayed rather charmed her: If you dared to believe in the good fortune predicted he cards, then you were obliged to believe in the bad, as

well..The paramedic pulled shut the door, leaving Joey outside in the night, in the storm, in the wind between worlds..The dear man cried and

kissed her scars and told her that she was as beautiful as any woman alive. They stood then for a while, embracing, his hands upon her back, her

breasts against his chest, and twice they kissed, but almost chastely, before she put on her blouse again..On this January twilight, as Maria Elena

Gonzalez drove south along the coast from Newport Beach, all men of the sea must have been reaching for bottles of rum to celebrate the

fruit-punch sky: ripe cherries in the west, blood oranges overhead, clustered grapes dark purple in the east.."Please just call me Tom. I've been

forcibly retired from the Oregon State Police, with full disability because of this face, so I'm not officially a detective anymore. Yet until Enoch

Cain is behind bars, where he belongs, I'm not ready to be anything but a cop, official or not."."Well, sure," said Mary, "without dying first. That

would be the easy way to get there. I'm a Lampion, aren't I? Do we take the easy way, if we can avoid it? Did Daddy take the easiest way up the

oak tree?".Eventually Agnes came to suspect that for all the pleasure the boy took in math and for all his aptitude with numbers, his greatest gift

and his deepest passion lay elsewhere. He was finding his way toward a destiny both more astonishing and stranger than the lives of any of the

many prodigies about whom she'd read..She didn't have an appetite, anyway. Joey was too much on her mind. The safe birth of a healthy child was

a blessing, but it wasn't compensation for her loss. Although by nature resistant to depression, she now had a darkness in her heart that would not

relent before a thousand dawns or ten thousand. If a mere nurse had insisted that she eat, Agnes would not have been persuaded, but she couldn't

hold out against the insistent importuning of one special seamstress..Footsteps in the hall drew their attention to the open door, where the surgeon

appeared in his loose cotton greens..Grace dropped the phone. Harrison let the frosting knife slip out of his fingers..Sitting on the edge of the bed,

taking his hand, she stared at his sweet little bow of a mouth, whereas before she would have met his eyes. "Tell me.".Rolling onto her side,

fumbling in the dark, Celestina White snared the phone on the third ring. Her hello was also a yawn..Maria, after a single sip of Chardonnay, fled to

the kitchen, ostensibly to check on the apricot flan that she'd brought, but in reality to press a cool and slightly damp dishtowel against her

eyes..Seraphim's child had been alive is long as Naomi had been dead, almost fifteen months. In fifteen months, Junior should have located the

little bastard and eliminated him..Finally he began: Greetings on this momentous day. I'm writing to you about an exceptional woman, Agnes

Lampion, whose life you have touched without knowing, and whose story may interest you..Vanadium was no ordinary cop, as he himself had said.

In his obsession, convinced that Junior had murdered Naomi and impatient with the need to find evidence to prove it, what was to stop the detective

if he decided to deal out justice himself? What was to prevent him from walking up to the Suburban right now and shooting his suspect

pointblank?.Eventually, of course, dear Edom held forth about tornadoes--in particular the infamous Tri-State Tornado of 1925, which ravaged

portions of Missouri, Illinois, and Indiana.."Maybe because we didn't want to be called witches," said Obadiah with a smile, "and give folks one

more reason to hang us.".Wally and Celestina went to dinner at the Armenian restaurant from which he'd gotten takeout on the day in '65 that he

rescued her and Angel from Neddy Gnathic. Red tablecloths, white dishes, dark wood paneling, a cluster of candles in red glasses on each table, air

redolent of garlic and roasted peppers and cubeb and sizzling soujouk-plus a personable staff, largely of the owners' family-created an atmosphere

as right for celebration as for intimate conversation, and Celestina expected to enjoy both, because this promised to be a most momentous day in

more ways than one..Initially, Helen Greenbaum, at Greenbaum Gallery, had taken on three canvases, and had sold them within a month. She took

four more, then another three when two of the four moved quickly. By the time that she'd placed ten pieces with collectors, Helen decided to

include Celestina in a show of six new artists. And now, already, she had a show of her own..Caesar Zedd teaches that every experience in our

lives, unto the smallest moment and simplest act, is preserved in memory, including every witless conversation we've ever endured with the worst
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dullards we've met. For this reason, he wrote a book about why we must never suffer bores and fools and about how we can be rid of them, offering

hundreds of strategies for scouring them from our lives, including homicide, which he claims to favor, though only tongue-in-cheek..Agnes met

them, pulling Grace and Angel to her side. Her eyes were bright with excitement. "Tom, you're a man of faith, even if you've sometimes been

troubled in it. Tell me what you make of all this.".She was in Paul's arms again, as though by magic, and he ran as fire broke through the

cedar-shake shingles and as the roof shuddered under them. Airborne through billowing smoke. Across flames that briefly caressed the soles of his

shoes..What he saw next in the brochure wasn't the link that he sought, but it alarmed him so much that the three-fold pamphlet rattled in his hands.

The reception for Celestina's show had been this evening, had ended more than three hours ago.."That would be John George Haigh," Agnes said,

checking Barty's diaper before nestling him tenderly in the crook of her arm..This comment left Tom nonplussed. He could only imagine that Jacob

had known someone who died in that crash-yet the twin's tone of voice and his expression seemed to suggest that a world without the Bakersfield

train wreck would be a less convivial place than one that included it..Hope became easier to sustain when late 1966 and 1967 brought the biggest

advance in women's fashions since the invention of the sewing needle: the miniskirt, and then the micromini. Already, Mary Quant-of all things, a

British designer-had conquered England and Europe with her splendid creation; now she brought America out of the dark ages of psychopathic

modesty..Barty followed the movement of her hand, raised his gaze to her eyes, hesitated, and then said questioningly, "No pie?".The diminutive

mortician spoke a few comforting words instead of commenting on the dental history of the deceased, and when he put a consoling hand on Jacob's

shoulder, Jacob cringed from his touch..WITH A CRASH as loud as the dire crack of heaven opening on Judgment Day, the Ford pickup

broadsided the Pontiac. Agnes couldn't hear the first fraction of her scream, and not much of the rest of it, either, as I.Having ridden from the

church to the cemetery with Hanna, his housekeeper, Paul chose to walk home. The distance between Perri's new bed and her old was only three

miles, and the afternoon mild..Lifted from his despair by this exhilarating wrath, Junior turned away from the mirror, looking for the bright side

once more. Perhaps it was the bathroom window..As he said cards, the magician turned a knowing look toward Edom, eliciting from him a

responding frown of puzzlement..The porch light wasn't on. No landscape lighting brightened the backyard. Barty was a gray shadow moving

through darkness and through the darkling drizzle..Anyway, if Seraphim were still alive, she would be only nineteen now, too young to have

graduated from Academy of Art College..He had sworn this vow before. An argument could be made that he had broken it..A surprising number of

the women who had been his lovers were recreational drug users, and over the past couple years, he had met several dealers who supplied them.

From the least savory of these, he purchased five thousand dollars' worth of cocaine and LSD to establish his credibility, after which he inquired

about forged documents.."And you give yourself far too little credit," Salk continued gently. "There's no doubt in my mind that Perri was a hero.

But she was married to a hero, as well.".As Sklent so insightfully put it: Some of us live on after death, survive in spirit, because we are just too

stubborn, selfish, greedy, grubbing, vicious, psychotic, and evil to accept our demise. None of those qualities described sweet Naomi, who had

been far too kind and loving and meek to live on in spirit, after her lovely flesh failed. Now at one with the earth, Naomi was no threat to Junior,

and the state had paid for its negligence in her death, and the whole matter should have been brought to closure. There were only two barriers to

full and final resolution: first, the stubborn, selfish, greedy, grubbing, vicious, psychotic, evil spirit of Thomas Vanadium; and second, Seraphim's

bastard baby--little Bartholomew..His dry tongue, his parched mouth, his desiccated throat felt packed fall of sand, and his voice lay buried alive

down there..The calls to Bellini in San Francisco and to others in Oregon were made with a prayer for news, but the prayer went unanswered. Cain

had not been seen, heard from, smelled, intuited, or located by the pestering clairvoyants who had attached themselves to the sensational

case..Wednesday morning, January 10, he wired one and a half million dollars from the Gammoner account to Pinchbeck in Switzerland. Then he

closed out the account in the Grand Cayman bank..Above the wainscoting, the walls were Sheetrock, unlike the plaster elsewhere in the apartment.

On one of them, Enoch Cain had scrawled Bartholomew three times..Off with the cap. Yellow capsules in the bottle, also blue. He managed to

shake one of each color into the palm of his left hand without spilling the rest on the floor..Suitcases seemed to be missing. Some clothes, as well.

Could mean a weekend vacation..Ashamed and scared, she told no one. Although a victim, she blamed herself, and the prospect of being exposed

to ridicule so horrified her that despair got the better of good judgment.."I'm going to recommend that you be admitted overnight and that we lance

these under hospital conditions. We'll use a sterile needle on some of them, but a number are so large they're going to require a surgical knife and

possibly the removal of the carbuncle core. This is usually done with a local anesthetic, but in this instance, while I don't think general anesthesia

will be required, we'll probably want to sedate you that is, put you in a twilight sleep.".THOUGH OTHERS MIGHT see magic in the world, Edom

was enthralled only by mechanism: the great destructive machine of nature grinding everything to dust. Yet wonder suddenly bloomed in him at the

sight of the ace bearing his nephew's name..Junior had the picture now. Clear as Kodachrome. Victoria was in a relationship, and she had come on

to him in the hospital not because she was looking for more action, but because she was a tease. One of those women who thought it was funny to

get a man's juices up and then leave him stewing in them..The night that followed might as well have been a night in Hell, though a hell in which

Satan provided an electrolytically balanced beverage..Vanadium's smile, in that tragically fractured face, might have alarmed most people, but

Kathleen found it appealing because of the indestructible spirit it revealed..When the old man died and Agnes inherited the property, the three of

them played cards in the backyard for the first time on the day of his funeral, played openly rather than in secret, almost giddy with freedom.

Eventually, when Agnes fell in love and married, Joey Lampion joined their card games, and thereafter, Jacob and Edom enjoyed a greater sense of
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family than they had ever known before..Indeed, even the distinct fragrance of pulp paper, yellow with age, was alone sufficient to start him

fantasizing..Backing off, trying to feel his way to the foyer and front door, afraid that if he stumbled over a chair, she'd descend upon him like a

screaming hawk upon a mouse, Junior denied her accusation. "You're crazy. How could I know? Look at you! How could 1 possibly

know?".Retracing his path across the kitchen, he caught a faint whiff of jasmine from the backyard. Funny, jasmine here inside. Two paces later, he

felt a draft.."You look as if you've seen a ghost," said Vinnie, and Agnes wished the threat were as simple as a restless spirit, groaning and rattling

its chains, like Dickens's Marley come to Ebenezer Scrooge on Christmas Eve..Perhaps hoping to discover which runaway freight train or

exploding factory would smear him across the landscape, Jacob pushed aside his dessert plate and shuffled each deck separately, then shuffled

them together until they were well mixed. He stacked them in front of Maria..Regrettably, he had no choice but to conclude that she hadn't made up

her mind whether to keep the baby or to seek out an illegal abortion without Junior's approval. She had been thinking about scraping his child out

of her womb without even telling him..Junior was vigilant. He took note of all those who approached the piano, whether they dropped money in the

fishbowl or not..So here it came again, the hateful past, returning when Junior thought he was shed of it. This tall, lanky, Celestina-humping son of

a bitch, guardian of Bartholomew, had driven away, gone home, but he couldn't stay in the past where he belonged, and he was opening his mouth

to say Who are you or maybe to shout an alarm, so Junior shot him three times..From his early adolescence, Edom was drawn to gardening, taking

special pleasure in the cultivation of hybrid roses. He'd been only sixteen when one of his blooms earned first place in a flower show. When his

father learned about the competition, he regarded Edom's pursuit of the prize as a grievous sin of pride. The punishment left Edom bedridden for

three days, and when he came downstairs at last, he discovered that his father had torn out all the rose bushes..Finally wimping out completely,

Parkhurst left the room. The heavy door sighed softly shut, silencing the squeak of rubber-soled shoes, the swish of starched uniforms, and other

noises made by the busy nurses in the corridor.."I never spoke with God--Nor visited in Heaven--Yet certain am I of the spot--As if the Checks

were given.".He had dragged Ichabod halfway across the threshold when he heard someone say, "No.".If Vanadium appeared among these men,

Junior would not only puke out the contents of his stomach, but also would disgorge his internal organs, every last one of them, and spew up his

bones, too, until he emptied out everything within his skin..Vanadium continued in his characteristic drone, a tone at odds with the colorful content

of his speech: "A man takes one look at his wife's body, starts to sweat harder than a copulating hog, spews like a frat boy at the end of a long

beer-chugging contest, and chucks till he chucks up blood-that's not the response of your average murderer."."They've gone to bed. They're tired,"

Wally told her as he put the car in gear and released the hand brake. "Aren't you?"."In a way, he does," Vanadium said. "When you're as hollow as

Enoch Cain, the emptiness aches. He's desperate to fill it, but he doesn't have the patience or the commitment to fill it with anything worthwhile.

Love, charity, faith, wisdom-those virtues and others are hard won, with commitment and patience, and we acquire them one spoonful at a time.

Cain wants to be filled quickly. He wants the emptiness inside poured full, in quick great gushes, and right now. ".Among those present before the

caravan returned were a few who should have known better than to allow this madness. Tom Vanadium, Edom, Maria. They stared up at the boy,

tense and solemn, and Agnes could only suppose that they, too, had arrived after the fact, with the boy already beyond easy recall..The way one

does research into nonexistent history is to tell the story and find out what happened. I believe this isn't very different from what historians of the

so-called real world do. Even if we are present at some historic event, do we comprehend it-can we even remember it-until we can tell it as a story?

And for events in times or places outside our own experience, we have nothing to go on but the stories other people tell us. Past events exist, after

all, only in memory, which is a form of imagination. The event is real now, but once it's then, its continuing reality is entirely up to us, dependent

on our energy and honesty. If we let it drop from memory, only imagination can restore the least glimmer of it. If we lie about the past, forcing it to

tell a story we want it to tell, to mean what we want it to mean, it loses its reality, becomes a fake. To bring the past along with us through time in

the hold-alls of myth and history is a heavy undertaking; but as Lao Tzu says, wise people march along with the baggage wagons..AS THE

WULFSTAN PARTY was being seated at a window table, slowly tumbling masses of cottony fog rolled across the black water, as if the bay had

awakened and, rising from its bed, had tossed off great mounds of sheets and blankets..Some information she'd withheld from him: that the cancer

might already have spread, that he might still die even after his eyes were removed-and that if it hadn't yet spread, it might soon do so..Fed up with

them and with this exhibition, Junior half wished that he would again be stricken by violent nervous emesis. Even in his suffering, he would enjoy

spraying these insistently appealing canvases with the reeking ejecta of his gut: criticism of the most pungent nature..By mid-March, he had

exhausted the possibilities of Bartholomew as a surname. By the time that he shot himself in September, he had combed through the first quarter

million listings in the directory in search of those whose first names were Bartholomew..Though Celestina was still holding Angel, Wally kissed

her, and again it was lovely, though shorter than before, and Angel said, "That's a messy kiss.".Tom Vanadium checked the small wastebasket next

to the sink and discovered a wad of bloody Kleenex. The crumpled wrappers from two Band-Aids..As his drying tears became stiff on his cheeks,

Junior decided that he would most likely have to kill Vanadium to be rid of him and fully safe. No problem. And in spite of his exquisite

sensitivity, he was convinced that wasting the detective would not trigger in him another bout of vomiting. If anything, he might pee his pants in

sheer delight..Having gotten the new roof for them at cost, Agnes subsequently put together donations from a dozen individuals and one church

group to cover all but two hundred dollars of the outlay..Licky did not take him into the roaster tower, but back to the barracks. From a locked

room he brought out a small, soft, thick, leather bag that weighed heavy in his hands. He opened it to show Otter the little pool of dusty brilliance
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lying in it. When he closed the bag the metal moved in it, bulging, pressing, like an animal trying to get free..Glorying in the cloudless day and the

warmer than usual weather, he drove seventy miles north, through phalanxes of evergreens that marched down the steep hills to the scenic coast.

All the way, he monitored the traffic in his rearview mirror. No one followed him..find the detective's unlikely theory and persistent questioning to

be tedious. "I seriously doubt that a dose of ipecac would produce such a violent response as in this case-not pharyngeal hemorrhage, for God's.She

told them of Phimie's request that the baby be named Angel. "At the time, I assumed she wasn't able to think clearly because of the

stroke..Eventually, Junior remembered the quarter. He reached into the right pocket of the thin cotton bathrobe, but the coin wasn't there, as it

should have been. The left pocket also was empty.
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