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gift. When I told Master Hemlock what I'd seen you do, he agreed with me. He said that you may go.head and he would practice it mentally on the

harp in his mind, and so drift off to sleep.."I don't know," he said..of them and among a dozen other people, picked up speed. Between surfaces of

smoke-white."Let me in, mother," he whispered in the tongue that was as old as the hill. The ground shivered a little and opened..must not feel

shame. The fault was his, and mine.".his superiority. He only wished there were someone to repeat her sayings to, one of his old.disbelieving joy.

Not knowing Hound's connection with the warlord and his wizard, they treated him."Spoken like a man," said Veil with her gentle, wounded

smile..gift, you know."."I was new at the business of being Archmage then. And younger than the man we fought, and maybe not afraid enough of

him. It was all the two of us could do to hold our own against him, there in the silence, in the cell in the tower. Nobody else knew what was going

on. We fought. A long time we fought. And then it was over. He broke. Like a stick breaking. He was broken. But he fled away. The Summoner

had spent a part of his strength for good, overcoming that blind will. And I didn't have the strength in me to stop the man when he fled, nor the wits

to send anyone after him. And not a shred of power left in me to follow him with. So he got away from Roke. Clean gone..with warm oils and

massage, herbs and chants. They talked to him and listened when he talked..might be able to. I can feel it building up, can you?".She blushed a

little..pledges and tears and the slobbered caresses that followed them. She escaped, if she could, and."Of all the innocence," Gift said, hissing the

word. "He'll skin you." She dumped a kettleful of steaming water into the bath. "He has ivory," she said. "Tell him ivory it has to be. Out there ten

days starving in the cold to cure his beasts! San's got nothing but copper, but Alder can pay you in ivory. I'm sorry if I'm meddling in your business.

Sir." She flung out the door with two buckets, going to the pump. She would not use the stream water for anything at all, these days. She was wise,

and kind. Why had he lived so long among those who were not kind?.There were many such isles in the Archipelago, made barren and desolate by

rival wizards' blights and curses; they were evil places to come to or even to pass, and Medra thought no more about this one, until that night..from

Orrimy and settled down with them in Thwil. He allowed people of the school to study them, so.small plate in front of each of us and with two

lightning movements threw on each plate a portion.All the people of the Archipelago and the Reaches share the Hardic language and culture with

local variations. The Raft People of the far South West Reach retain the great annual celebrations, but little else of Archipelagan culture, having no

commerce, no agriculture, and no knowledge of other peoples..as they lost their dragon nature.."And perhaps because such arts have not the power

they once had," he said. He did not know himself why he tried to weaken her faith in wizardry; perhaps because any weakening of her strength, her

wholeness, was a gain for him. He had begun merely by trying to get her into his bed, a game he loved to play. The game had turned to a kind of

contest he had not expected but could not put an end to. He was determined now not to win her, but to defeat her. He could not let her defeat him.

He must prove to her and himself that his dreams were meaningless.."How long does brit work?" I asked..though little exercised, was absolute. In

their hands lay the fate of the long-kingless kingdom of.and after a while she smiled a little. Turning back to Medra, she said, "We're prisoners, and

so.Havnor Great Port is the city at the heart of the world, white-towered above its bay; on the.The Summoner looked up at Irian. Slowly he raised

his arms and the white staff in the invocation of a spell, speaking in the tongue that all the wizards and mages of Roke had learned, the language of

their art, the Language of the Making: 'Irian, by your name I summon you and bind you to obey me!".It was Havnor, his land, where his people

were, whether alive or dead he did not know; where Anieb lay in her grave, up there on the mountain. He had never been back, never come this

close. It had been how long? Sixteen years, seventeen years. Nobody would know him, nobody would remember the boy Otter, except Otter's

mother and father and sister, if they were still alive. And surely there were people of the Hand in the Great Port. Though he had not known of them

as a boy, he should know them now..ropes of dark mist, giving way to the wizard who had made them..done? I think there's an evil in us, in

humankind. Trust denies it. Leaps across it. Leaps the.paying copper where he thought he might have to pay ivory." "Are the cattle he touched

keeping.There he was well received by King Thoreg, who, after the shattering loss of his fleet, was ready.Was this still architecture, or

mountain-building? They must have understood that in."I didn't understand," Irioth said, "about the others. That they are other. We are all other.

We must be. I was wrong.".everything; she had listened; she had been still. He wanted to protect her and knew he could not..human beings with a

powerful gift of magic, or through the ancient kinship of humans and dragons,."In the unlikely event that a science-fiction writer is deemed worthy

of a Nobel Prize in the near.They set off along the wharves, asking for a ship bound south that might take a wizard and his prentice to the Isle of the

Wise, and soon enough they found a heavy trader bound for Wathort, whose master would carry the wizard for goodwill and the prentice for

half-price. Even half-price was half the cheese money, but they would have the luxury of a cabin, for Sea Otter was a decked, two-masted

ship..work for us they'll kill you," he said. "Losen can't have fellows like you on the loose. You'd.between sorcerers over work was nothing new

and nothing to take on about. But San and his wife and.something else, a peculiar, bitter

taste..file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (100 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:32

AM].She was in his charge, in his care, he had known that when he saw her. Though she came to destroy Roke, as she had said, he must serve her.

He did so willingly. She had walked with him in the forest, tall, awkward, fearless; she had put aside the thorny arms of brambles with her big,

careful hand. Her eyes, amber brown like the water of the Thwilburn in shadow, had looked at everything; she had listened; she had been still. He

wanted to protect her and knew he could not. He had given her a little warmth when she was cold. He had nothing else to give her. Where she must
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go she would go. She did not understand danger. She had no wisdom but her innocence, no amour but her anger. Who are you, Irian? he said to her,

watching her crouched there like an animal locked in its muteness..it. "My mastery is here," the boy had said, but it went deeper than mastery. That,

perhaps, was."I think I've found my little finder," said Gelluk. His voice was deep and soft, like the notes of."I can be that, if you insist." The funny

thing is, it's the truth, I thought.."Magic won't die on Roke," said Veil. "On Roke all spells are strong. So said Ath himself. And you have walked

under the trees... Our job must be to keep that strength. Hide it, yes. Hoard it, as a young dragon hoards up its fire. And share it. But only here. Pass

it on, one to the next, here, where it's safe, and where the great robbers and killers would least look for it, since no one here is of any account. And

one day the dragon will come into its strength. If it takes a thousand years...".grass, his heart had been easy. He was expectant, full of a sense of

great strangeness, but not.betrizated.".was the pale-haired man with narrow eyes.."You're going to Roke to find out," he said, raising his glass to

her. After a moment she raised.give Anieb to her to hold. He did so at last, watching to see if she was gentle with his friend.She thought he was

clever and quite handsome, but she didn't think much about him, except for what.didn't.".she went about the house. He held the wizard's letter and

reread the message and the two runes.learned to read..the rain-streaked open air, preventing himself from making a spell, and angry at himself

for."They show me what I should do," Irioth said, "and who I am. They know my name. But they never say.still very sore..content, not for their

literary qualities, which range from high to nil. Loose regular meter,.with the pines. Some good wood for furniture could be salvaged from them..it

was. Whatever art he studied came easy to him, too easy, so that he despised illusion, and.She looked at him without regret, or reproach, or

shame..with them. "You and the cheese money will get along nicely.".do it, he denied his death. So he denies life.".places slaves worked or

treasures were kept. Making those spells had been a different matter, a.have found a midwife or a wise woman or a sorcerer who knew the sign of

the Hand and would help.banners were those of captured towns and isles, and the king was the warlord Losen. Losen never."But I came far. Miles

can be years. I am Kargish, from Karego. You know?".political center of the country. Erreth-Akbe's visit seems to have coincided with the final

shift.threateners..wizard.."Come to the fire," she said. Irioth came and sat down on the settle..against the blaze shoveled and reshoveled ore onto

logs kept in a roaring blaze by great bellows,.weatherworker had a bag, a great long sack or a little pouch..nothing, only shining plates in the ceiling

and a small depression for the feet, padded with a."You're in such a hurry. You still know nothing.".He traveled far in the Archipelago, even out

into the East Reach. He never went to the same town."Summoned," said the Herbal, drily.."He tricked and killed a great mage, my master. He's

dangerous. I want vengeance. Who did he talk.At that the Summoner ran up towards her, reaching out, lunging at her as if to seize and hold her.

They were both on the hill now. She towered above him impossibly, fire breaking forth between them, a flare of red flame in the dusk air, a gleam

of red-gold scales, of vast wings - then that was gone, and there was nothing there but the woman standing on the hill path and the tall man bowing

down before her, bowing slowly down to earth, and lying on it..went on. Moral and intellectual continuity lay only in the knowledge and teaching

of The Creation."I won't go," he said. "Anywhere. Ever.".to the house with three eggs, they were still warm in his hand, silky brown lukewarm

eggs, and the.guess Otak did. But he did no harm to the man at all, but fell down in a swoon himself. And now he.murmured. "So young. The tiny

Prince, the baby Lord, Lord Turres. Seed of the world! Soul-jewel!".Dragonfly peered close at Rose's work. Rose brought out a maggot, dropped it,

spat on it, and probed again. The girl leaned up against the ewe, and the ewe leaned against the girl, giving and receiving comfort. Rose extracted,

dropped, and spat on the last maggot, and said, "Just hand me that bucket now." She bathed the sore with salt water. The ewe sighed deeply and

suddenly walked out of the yard, heading for home. She had had enough of medicine. "Bucky!" Rose shouted. A grubby child appeared from under

a bush where he had been asleep and trailed after the ewe, of whom he was nominally in charge although she was older, larger, better fed, and

probably wiser than he was..slave takers carried off men, boys, young women. Little children and the old they slaughtered..he said this. It was not

what he had meant to say..since that was the source and center of his power. There was no use trying to get there before.galley he scented

something. "Well, well," he said, "who's this?" He walked to the helm and put.The True Runes used in the Archipelago embody words of the

Speech of the Making. True Runes are not symbols only, but reifactors: they can be used to bring a thing or condition into being or bring about an

event. To write such a rune is to act. The power of the action varies with the circumstances. Most of the True Runes are found only in ancient texts

and lore-books, and used only by wizards trained in their use; but a good many of them, such as the symbol written on the door lintel to protect a

house from fire, are in common use, familiar to unlearned people..to run her estate from the city, the other had a son whose sons quarrelled again,

redividing the.and your fiefdom on Hosk, the greatest navy the world has seen! I shall lead them. And the glory.He did not forgive his son. It would

have made a happy ending, but he would not have it. To leave so, without a word, on his nameday night, to go off with the witch-girl, leaving all

the honest work undone, to be a vagrant musician, a harper twanging and singing and grinning for pennies -- there was nothing but shame and pain

and anger in it for Golden. So he had his tragedy..mouth, and stood waiting to die. She had looked at him..know it! This is no place for a man like

that. Whoever he is, is none of our business, but why did."Young man, I must ask you if you wish to continue studying with me.".is it?".centers,

like fat on muscle, they passed upward, I lost count of them; the elevator fell, fell, it was.As mountains will, Andanden makes the weather. It

gathers clouds around it. The summer is short,.a dizziness. "Ellu," he would say, and walk to the beast and lay his hands upon it until they felt.Irian

looked down at the ground. After a long time she said, clearing her throat, not looking up, "Is it true I do harm being here?".There was the silence.

Then a fish leapt from the black, shaking water, a white-grey fish the length of his hand, and as it leapt it cried out in a small, clear voice, in that

same language, "Yaved!".he could. Another, the old Stormcloud, used to be Losen's own ship, came in while I was there. I.Throughout Earthsea,
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various springs, caves, hills, stones, and woods were and always had been."Do you hear the words?".dragon feed on?".She's called Rose, Rowan's

daughter."."A NAMEDAY PARTY," said Golden. "Time for a bit of play, a bit of music and dancing, boy. Nineteen.become himself. A magic

greater than his own prevailed here.."Whatever for?".himself the gull, or an eagle, or a dragon, who flew above and before the fleet, and when the

men."It can do it by itself," Diamond said, and held out the fife away from his lips. His fingers danced on the stops, and the fife played a short jig.

It hit several false notes and squealed on the last high note. "I haven't got it right yet," Diamond said, vexed and embarrassed..She had thought

maybe his talk of coming here to cure the cattle sickness was one of the mad bits..And they study there just to get richer. Or to get

power.".shrugged arthritically into his heavy cloak, took up his staff, told the fire to go out, and left.."We'll have to see," said Alder, the next day,

"if my beasts are cured. If they make it through.Medra had come to Havnor thinking that because he meant no harm he would do no harm. He had

done irreparable harm. Men and women and children had died because he was there. They had died in torment, burned alive. He had put his sister

and mother in fearful danger, and himself, and through him, Roke. If Early (of whom he knew only his use-name and reputation) caught him and

used him as he was said to use people, emptying their minds like little sacks, then everyone on Roke would be exposed to the wizards power and to

the might of the fleets and armies under his command. Medra would have betrayed Roke to Havnor, as the wizard they never named had betrayed it

to Wathort. Maybe that man, too, had thought he could do no harm..time to time, and then shut his eyes.."You take care," the witch said, grim.

"Everything's perilous, right enough, and meddling with wizards most of all."....Long after the invention of the True Runes, a related but

nonmagical runic writing was developed
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