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On this wise, O King Shah Bekht," continued the vizier, "is the issue of eagerness for [the goods of] the world and covetise of that which our

knowledge embraceth not; indeed, [whoso doth thus] shall perish and repent Nor, O king of the age, (added he) is this story more extraordinary

than that of the sharper and the merchants.".? ? ? ? ? If slaves thou fain wouldst have by thousands every day Or, kneeling at thy feet, see kings of

mickle might,.? ? ? ? ? All, all, for thy sweet sake, I left; ay, I forsook Aziz, my sire, and those akin to me that hight.Haroun er Reshid and the

Woman of the Barmecides, i. 57..67. The Khalif El Hakim and the Merchant dcliii.All this while, Selim lay in shackles and strait prison, and

melancholy possessed him by reason of that whereinto he had fallen of that tribulation. Then, when troubles waxed on him and affliction was

prolonged, he fell sick of a sore sickness. When the cook saw his plight (and indeed he was like to perish for much suffering), he loosed him from

the shackles and bringing him forth of the prison, committed him to an old woman, who had a nose the bigness of a jug, and bade her tend him and

medicine him and serve him and entreat him kindly, so haply he might be made whole of that his sickness. So the old woman took him and

carrying him to her lodging, fell to tending him and giving him to eat and drink; and when he was quit of that torment, he recovered from his

malady..All this time, the young Damascene was hearkening, and whiles he likened her voice to that of his slave-girl and whiles he put away from

him this thought, and the damsel had no whit of knowledge of him. Then she broke out again into song and chanted the following verses:.? ? ? ? ?

d. The Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in Marriage to the Poor Old Man dcccxcii.Moreover, he gave her a complete suit of clothes and

raising his head to her, said, "When thou toldest me that which Mariyeh had done with thee, God rooted out the love of her from my heart, and

never again will she occur to my mind; so extolled be the perfection of Him who turneth hearts and eyes! It was she who was the cause of my

coming out from Yemen, and now the time is past for which I engaged with my people and I fear lest my father levy his troops and come forth in

quest of me, for that he hath no child other than myself and cannot brook to be parted from me; and on like wise is it with my mother." When the

nurse heard his words, she said to him, "O my lord, and which of the kings is thy father?" "My father is El Aziz, lord of Yemen and Nubia and the

Islands (91) of the Benou Kehtan and the Two Noble Sanctuaries (92) (God the Most High have them in His keeping!)," answered El Abbas; "and

whenas he taketh horse, there mount with him an hundred and twenty and four thousand horsemen, all smiters with the sword, let alone attendants

and servants and followers, all of whom give ear unto my word and obey my commandment." "Why, then, O my lord," asked the nurse, "didst thou

conceal the secret of thy rank and lineage and passedst thyself off for a wayfarer? Alas for our disgrace before thee by reason of our shortcoming in

rendering thee thy due! What shall be our excuse with thee, and thou of the sons of the kings?" But he rejoined, "By Allah, thou hast not fallen

short! Nay, it is incumbent on me to requite thee, what while I live, though I be far distant from thee.".We abode thus till the setting-in of the time

of mid-afternoon, when she said, "Needs must I wash before I go." Quoth I, "Get water wherewithal we may wash," and pulled out from my pocket

about a score of dirhems, thinking to give them to her; but she said, "I seek refuge with God!" and brought out of her pocket a handful of silver,

saying, "But for destiny and that God hath caused the love of thee fall into my heart, there had not happened that which hath happened." Quoth I,

"Take this in requital of that which thou hast spent;" and she said, "O my lord, by and by, whenas companionship is prolonged between us, thou

wilt see if the like of me looketh unto money and gain or no." Then she took a pitcher of water and going into the lavatory, washed (111) and

presently coming forth, prayed and craved pardon of God the Most High for that which she had done..I was once an officer in the household of the

Amir Jemaleddin El Atwesh El Mujhidi, who was invested with the governance of the Eastern and Western districts, (107) and I was dear to his

heart and he concealed from me nought of that which he purposed to do; and withal he was master of his reason. (108) It chanced one day that it

was reported to him that the daughter of such an one had wealth galore and raiment and jewels and she loved a Jew, whom every day she invited to

be private with her, and they passed the day eating and drinking in company and he lay the night with her. The prefect feigned to give no credence

to this story, but one night he summoned the watchmen of the quarter and questioned them of this. Quoth one of them, "O my lord, I saw a Jew

enter the street in question one night; but know not for certain to whom he went in." And the prefect said, "Keep thine eye on him henceforth and

note what place he entereth." So the watchman went out and kept his eye on the Jew..? ? ? ? ? I am a man in whom good faith's a natural attribute;

The deeds of every upright man should with his speech agree..Queen Es Shubha rejoiced in this with an exceeding delight and said, 'Well done! By

Allah, there is none surpasseth thee.' Tuhfeh kissed the earth, then returned to her place and improvised on the tuberose, saying:.When Bekhtzeman

heard this, he awoke from his heedlessness and said, 'Extolled be the perfection of God the Great! O king, this is my case and my story, nothing

added and nought diminished, for I am King Bekhtzeman and all this happened to me; wherefore I will seek the gate of God['s mercy] and repent

unto Him.' So he went forth to one of the mountains and there worshipped God awhile, till one night, as he slept, one appeared to him in a dream

and said to him, 'O Bekhtzeman, God accepteth thy repentance and openeth on thee [the gate of succour] and will further thee against thine enemy.'

When he was certified of this in the dream, he arose and turned back, intending for his own city; and when he drew near thereunto, he saw a

company of the king's retainers, who said to him, 'Whence art thou? We see that thou art a stranger and fear for thee from this king, for that every

stranger who enters this city, he destroys him, of his fear of King Bekhtzeman.' Quoth Bekhtzeman, 'None shall hurt him nor advantage him save

God the Most High.' And they answered, saying, 'Indeed, he hath a vast army and his heart is fortified in the multitude of his troops.'.? ? ? ? ? When

in the sitting-chamber we for merry-making sate, With thine eyes' radiance the place thou didst illuminate.? ? ? ? ? w. The King's Son and the
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Afrit's Mistress dcii.The Cadi was perplexed and knew that constraint was not permitted of the law; (269) so he spoke the young merchant fair and

said to him, "Protect me, (270) so may God protect thee. If thou divorce her not, this disgrace will cleave to me till the end of time." Then his rage

got the better of him and he said to him, "An thou divorce her not with a good grace, I will bid strike off thy head forthright and slay myself; rather

flame (271) than shame." The merchant bethought himself awhile, then divorced her with a manifest divorcement (272) and on this wise he

delivered himself from that vexation. Then he returned to his shop and sought in marriage of her father her who had played him the trick aforesaid

and who was the daughter of the chief of the guild of the blacksmiths. So he took her to wife and they abode with each other and lived the most

solaceful of lives, in all prosperity and contentment and joyance, till the day of death; and God [alone] is All-Knowing..Reshid (Haroun er) and the

Woman of the Barmecides, i. 57..King and his Chamberlain's Wife, The, ii. 53..? ? ? ? ? His eyelids' sorcery from mine eyes hath banished sleep;

since he From me departed, nought see I except a drowsy fair. (137).? ? ? ? ? How long shall I, in weariness, for this estrangement pine, What while

the spies of severance (106) do watch me all the night?.When thou comest to the house, begin by searching the roofs; then search the closets and

cabinets; and if thou find nought, humble thyself unto the Cadi and make a show of abjection and feign thyself defeated, and after stand at the door

and look as if thou soughtest a place wherein to make water, for that there is a dark corner there. Then come forward, with a heart stouter than

granite, and lay hold upon a jar of the jars and raise it from its place. Thou wilt find under it the skirt of a veil; bring it out publicly and call the

prefect in a loud voice, before those who are present. Then open it and thou wilt find it full of blood, exceeding of redness, (103) and in it [thou wilt

find also] a woman's shoes and a pair of trousers and somewhat of linen." When I heard this from her, I rose to go out and she said to me, "Take

these hundred dinars, so they may advantage thee; and this is my guest-gift to thee." So I took them and bidding her farewell, returned to my

lodging..The first who sought her in marriage was King Nebhan of Mosul, who came to her with a great company, bringing with him an hundred

she-camels laden with musk and aloes-wood and ambergris and as many laden with camphor and jewels and other hundred laden with silver money

and yet other hundred laden with raiment of silken and other stuffs and brocade, besides an hundred slave-girls and an hundred magnificent horses

of swift and generous breeds, completely housed and accoutred, as they were brides; and all this he laid before her father, demanding her of him in

marriage. Now King Ins ben Cais had bound himself by an oath that he would not marry his daughter but to him whom she should choose; so,

when King Nebhan sought her in marriage, her father went in to her and consulted her concerning his affair. She consented not and he repeated to

Nebhan that which she said, whereupon he departed from him. After this came King Behram, lord of the White Island, with riches more than the

first; but she accepted not of him and he returned, disappointed; nor did the kings give over coming to her father, on her account, one after other,

from the farthest of the lands and the climes, each glorying in more (54) than those who forewent him; but she paid no heed unto any of one

them..89. Mesrour and Ibn el Caribi cccxcix.When the damsel heard these verses, she wept till her clothes were drenched and drew near the old

woman, who said to her, 'Knowest thou such an one?' And wept and said, 'He is my lord. Whence knowest thou him?' 'O my lady,' answered the

old woman, 'sawst thou not the madman who came hither yesterday with the old woman? He was thy lord. But this is no time for talk. When it is

night, get thee to the top of the palace [and wait] on the roof till thy lord come to thee and contrive for thy deliverance.' Then she gave her what she

would of perfumes and returning to the chamberlain, acquainted him with that which had passed, and he told the youth..? ? ? ? ? If with her cheek

and lustre thou thyself adorn, (120) thou'lt find But chrysolites and gold, with nought of baser metal blent.."There was once a merchant named

Abou Temam, and he was a man of understanding and good breeding, quick-witted and truthful in all his affairs, and he had wealth galore. Now

there was in his land an unjust king and a jealous, and Abou Temam feared for his wealth from this king and said, 'I will remove hence to another

place where I shall not be in fear.' So he made for the city of Ilan Shah and built himself a palace therein and transporting his wealth thither, took

up his abode there. Presently, the news of him reached King Ilan Shah; so he sent to bid him to his presence and said to him, 'We know of thy

coming to us and thine entry under our allegiance, and indeed we have heard of thine excellence and wit and generosity; so welcome to thee and

fair welcome! The land is thy land and at thy commandment, and whatsoever occasion thou hast unto us, it is [already] accomplished unto thee;

and it behoveth that thou be near our person and of our assembly.' Abou Temam prostrated himself to the king and said to him, 'O king, I will serve

thee with my wealth and my life, but do thou excuse me from nearness unto thee, for that, [if I took service about thy person], I should not be safe

from enemies and enviers.' Then he addressed himself to serve the king with presents and largesses, and the king saw him to be intelligent,

well-bred and of good counsel; so he committed to him the ordinance of his affairs and in his hand was the power to bind and loose..As I sat one

day in my shop, there came up to me a fair woman, as she were the moon at its rising, and with her a slave-girl. Now I was a handsome man in my

time; so the lady sat down on [the bench before] my shop and buying stuffs of me, paid down the price and went away. I questioned the girl of her

and she said, "I know not her name." Quoth I, "Where is her abode?" "In heaven," answered the slave-girl; and I said, "She is presently on the

earth; so when doth she ascend to heaven and where is the ladder by which she goeth up?" Quoth the girl, "She hath her lodging in a palace

between two rivers, (181) to wit, the palace of El Mamoun el Hakim bi Amrillah." (182) Then said I, "I am a dead man, without recourse; "but she

replied, "Have patience, for needs must she return unto thee and buy stuffs of thee yet again." "And how cometh it," asked I, "that the Commander

of the Faithful trusteth her to go out?" "He loveth her with an exceeding love," answered she, "and is wrapped up in her and gainsayeth her not.".? ?

? ? ? How many a friend, for money's sake, hath companied with me!.Then she took leave of the princess and veiling her face, disguised herself;

(30) after which she mounted the mule and sallying forth, went round about seeking her lord in the thoroughfares of Baghdad three days' space, but
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lit on no tidings of him; and on the fourth day, she rode forth without the city. Now it was the noontide hour and great was the heat, and she was

aweary and thirst waxed upon her. Presently, she came to the mosque, wherein the young Damascene had taken shelter, and lighting down at the

door, said to the old man, [the Muezzin], "O elder, hast thou a draught of cold water? Indeed, I am overcome with heat and thirst." Quoth he,

"[Come up] with me into my house." So he carried her up into his lodging and spreading her [a carpet and cushions], seated her [thereon]; after

which he brought her cold water and she drank and said to the eunuch, "Go thy ways with the mule and on the morrow come back to me here." [So

he went away] and she slept and rested herself..The money-changer thought they did but finesse with him, that they might get the ass at their own

price; but, when they went away from him and he had long in vain awaited their return, he cried out, saying, 'Woe!' and 'Ruin!' and 'Alack, my

sorry chance!' and shrieked aloud and tore his clothes. So the people of the market assembled to him and questioned him of his case; whereupon he

acquainted them with his plight and told them what the sharpers had said and how they had beguiled him and how it was they who had cajoled him

into buying an ass worth half a hundred dirhems (47) for five thousand and five hundred. (48) His friends blamed him and a company of the folk

laughed at him and marvelled at his folly and his credulity in accepting the sharpers' talk, without suspicion, and meddling with that which he

understood not and thrusting himself into that whereof he was not assured..Selim followed him till he brought him to an underground chamber and

showed him somewhat of wine that was to his mind. So he occupied him with looking upon it and taking him at unawares, sprang upon him from

behind and cast him to the earth and sat upon his breast. Then he drew a knife and set it to his jugular; whereupon there betided Selim [that

wherewithal] God made him forget all that He had decreed [unto him], (72) and he said to the cook, 'Why dost thou this thing, O man? Be mindful

of God the Most High and fear Him. Seest thou not that I am a stranger? And indeed [I have left] behind me a defenceless woman. Why wilt thou

slay me?' Quoth the cook, 'Needs must I slay thee, so I may take thy good.' And Selim said, 'Take my good, but slay me not, neither enter into sin

against me; and do with me kindness, for that the taking of my money is lighter (73) than the taking of my life.'.Then he arose and going in to his

daughter, found her mother with her; so he set out to them the case and Mariyeh said, "O father mine, my wish is subject unto (122) thy

commandment and my will ensueth thy will; so whatsoever thou choosest, I am still obedient unto thee and under thy dominion." Therewithal the

King knew that Mariyeh inclined unto El Abbas; so he returned forthright to King El Aziz and said to him, "May God amend the King! Verily, the

occasion is accomplished and there is no opposition unto that which thou commandest" Quoth El Aziz, "By God's leave are occasions

accomplished. How deemest thou, O King, of fetching El Abbas and drawing up the contract of marriage between Mariyeh and him?" And Ins ben

Cais answered, saying, "Thine be it to decide.".As for Queen Kemeriyeh, she flew off to the palace of her sister Wekhimeh and told her what

Meimoun had done and how [he avouched that], whenas he saw defeat [near at hand], he would slay Tuhfeh; 'and indeed,' added she, 'he is

resolved upon this; else had he not dared to commit this outrage. So do thou contrive the affair as thou deemest well, for thou hast no superior in

judgment.' Then they sent for Queen Zelzeleh and Queen Sherareh and sat down to take counsel, one with another, of that which they should do in

the matter. Then said Wekhimeh, 'We were best fit out a ship in this island [wherein is my palace] and embark therein, in the guise of mortals, and

fare on till we come to a little island, that lieth over against Meimoun's palace. There will we [take up our abode and] sit drinking and smiting the

lute and singing. Now Tuhfeh will of a surety be sitting looking upon the sea, and needs must she see us and come down to us, whereupon we will

take her by force and she will be under our hands, so that none shall avail more to molest her on any wise. Or, if Meimoun be gone forth to do

battle with the Jinn, we will storm his stronghold and take Tuhfeh and raze his palace and put to death all who are therein. When he hears of this,

his heart will be rent in sunder and we will send to let our father know, whereupon he will return upon him with his troops and he will be destroyed

and we shall be quit of him.' And they answered her, saying, 'This is a good counsel.' Then they bade fit out a ship from behind the mountain, (244)

and it was fitted out in less than the twinkling of an eye. So they launched it on the sea and embarking therein, together with four thousand Afrits,

set out, intending for Meimoun's palace. Moreover, they bade other five thousand Afrits betake themselves to the island under the Crescent

Mountain and lie in wait for them there..Then came forward the fourteenth officer and said, 'Know that the story I have to tell is pleasanter and

more extraordinary than this; and it is as follows..? ? ? ? ? My fortitude fails, my endeavour is vain; My bosom is straitened. To Thee, I

complain,.Meanwhile, Queen Kemeriyeh and her company sailed on, without ceasing, till they came under the palace wherein was Tuhfeh, to wit,

that of Meimoun the Sworder; and by the ordinance of destiny, Tuhfeh herself was then sitting on the belvedere of the palace, pondering the affair

of Haroun er Reshid and her own and that which had befallen her and weeping for that she was doomed to slaughter. She saw the ship and what

was therein of those whom we have named, and they in mortal guise, and said, 'Alas, my sorrow for yonder ship and the mortals that be therein!' As

for Kemeriyeh and her company, when they drew near the palace, they strained their eyes and seeing Tuhfeh sitting, said, 'Yonder sits Tuhfeh. May

God not bereave [us] of her!' Then they moored their ship and making for the island, that lay over against the palace, spread carpets and sat eating

and drinking; whereupon quoth Tuhfeh, 'Welcome and fair welcome to yonder faces! These are my kinswomen and I conjure thee by Allah, O

Jemreh, that thou let me down to them, so I may sit with them awhile and make friends with them and return.' Quoth Jemreh, 'I may on no wise do

that.' And Tuhfeh wept. Then the folk brought out wine and drank, what while Kemeriyeh took the lute and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? ? ?

? ? ? ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother cliv.? ? ? ? ? By God, forgetfulness of her shall never cross my mind, What while I wear the bonds of

life nor when of death they're rent.Then he returned to the city and forgot the youth; so the servants went in to him and said to him, 'O king, if thou

keep silence concerning yonder youth, who would have slain thee, all thy servants will presume upon thee, and indeed the folk talk of this matter.'
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With this the king waxed wroth and saying, 'Fetch him hither,' commanded the headsman to strike off his head. So they [brought the youth and]

bound his eyes; and the headsman stood at his head and said to the king, 'By thy leave, O my lord, I will strike off his head.' But the king said,

'Stay, till I look into his affair. Needs must I put him to death and the slaying of him will not escape [me].' So he restored him to the prison and

there he abode till it should be the king's will to put him to death..? ? ? ? ? d. The Crow and the Serpent dcxi.So he rose from his sleep and finding

himself in his own saloon and his mother by him, misdoubted of his wit and said to her, "By Allah, O my mother, I saw myself in a dream in a

palace, with slave-girls and servants about me and in attendance upon me, and I sat upon the throne of the Khalifate and ruled. By Allah, O my

mother, this is what I saw, and verily it was not a dream!" Then he bethought himself awhile and said, "Assuredly, I am Aboulhusn el Khelia, and

this that I saw was only a dream, and [it was in a dream that] I was made Khalif and commanded and forbade." Then he bethought himself again

and said, "Nay, but it was no dream and I am no other than the Khalif, and indeed I gave gifts and bestowed dresses of honour." Quoth his mother

to him, "O my son, thou sportest with thy reason: thou wilt go to the hospital and become a gazing-stock. Indeed, that which thou hast seen is only

from the Devil and it was a delusion of dreams, for whiles Satan sporteth with men's wits in all manner ways.".God [judge] betwixt me and her

lord! Away With her he flees me and I follow aye..63. Haroun er Reshid and the Two Girls dcli.It chanced one day that he fell in upon a company

of folk and they overcame him by dint of numbers and taking him prisoner, pinioned him and carried him to the lord of that country. The latter saw

his fashion and grace and misdoubting of him, said, 'This is no robber's favour. Tell me truly, O youth, who thou art.' Bihzad thought shame to

acquaint him with his condition and chose rather death for himself; so he answered, 'I am nought but a thief and a bandit.' Quoth the king, 'It

behoveth us not to act hastily in the matter of this youth, but that we look into his affair, for that haste still engendereth repentance.' So he

imprisoned him in his palace and assigned him one who should serve him..One of the good-for-noughts found himself one day without aught and

the world was straitened upon him and his patience failed; so he lay down to sleep and gave not over sleeping till the sun burnt him and the foam

came out upon his mouth, whereupon he arose, and he was penniless and had not so much as one dirhem. Presently, he came to the shop of a cook,

who had set up therein his pans (9) [over the fire] and wiped his scales and washed his saucers and swept his shop and sprinkled it; and indeed his

oils (10) were clear (11) and his spices fragrant and he himself stood behind his cooking-pots [waiting for custom]. So the lackpenny went up to

him and saluting him, said to him, 'Weigh me half a dirhem's worth of meat and a quarter of a dirhem's worth of kouskoussou (12) and the like of

bread.' So the cook weighed out to him [that which he sought] and the lackpenny entered the shop, whereupon the cook set the food before him and

he ate till he had gobbled up the whole and licked the saucers and abode perplexed, knowing not how he should do with the cook concerning the

price of that which he had eaten and turning his eyes about upon everything in the shop..95. Abdurrehman the Moor's Story of the Roc

cccciv.Quoth Selim to her, 'It is for thee to decide and excellent is that which thou counsellest; so let us do this, in the name of God the Most High,

trusting in Him for grace and guidance.' So they arose and took the richest of their clothes and the lightest of that which was in their treasuries of

jewels and things of price and gathered together a great matter. Then they equipped them ten mules and hired them servants of other than the

people of the country; and Selim bade his sister Selma don man's apparel. Now she was the likest of all creatures to him, so that, [when she was

clad in man's attire,] the folk knew no difference between them, extolled be the perfection of Him who hath no like, there is no God but He! Then

he bade her mount a horse, whilst he himself bestrode another, and they set out, under cover of the night. None of their family nor of the people of

their house knew of them; so they fared on into the wide world of God and gave not over going night and day two months' space, at the end of

which time they came to a city on the sea-shore of the land of Mekran, by name Es Sherr, and it is the first city in Sind..Now she was righteous in

all her dealings and swerved not from one word; (3) so, when he saw that she consented not unto him, he misdoubted that she would tell his

brother, when he returned from his journey, and said to her, 'An thou consent not to this whereof I require thee, I will cause thee fall into suspicion

and thou wilt perish.' Quoth she, 'Be God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) [judge] betwixt me and thee, and know that, shouldst thou

tear me limb from limb, I would not consent to that whereto thou biddest me.' His folly (4) persuaded him that she would tell her husband; so, of

his exceeding despite, he betook himself to a company of people in the mosque and told them that he had witnessed a man commit adultery with

his brother's wife. They believed his saying and took act of his accusation and assembled to stone her. Then they dug her a pit without the city and

seating her therein, stoned her, till they deemed her dead, when they left her..Now the old woman had heard from the folk of the lady who gave

alms to the sick, and indeed [the news of] her bounties reached both poor and rich; so she arose and bringing out Selim to the door of her house,

laid him on a mat and wrapped him in a mantle and sat over against him. Presently, it befell that the charitable lady passed by them, which when

the old woman saw, she rose to her and offered up prayers for her, saying, 'O my daughter, O thou to whom pertain goodness and beneficence and

charity and almsdoing, know that this young man is a stranger, and indeed want and vermin and hunger and nakedness and cold slay him.' When

the lady heard this, she gave her alms of that which was with her; and indeed her heart inclined unto Selim, [but she knew him not for her

husband]..Then he dealt the boy a cuff and he let go his ear, whereupon Aboulhusn put off his clothes and abode naked, with his yard and his arse

exposed, and danced among the slave-girls. They bound his hands and he wantoned among them, what while they [well-nigh] died of laughing at

him and the Khalif swooned away for excess of laughter. Then he came to himself and going forth to Aboulhusn, said to him, "Out on thee, O

Aboulhusn! Thou slayest me with laughter." So he turned to him and knowing him, said to him, "By Allah, it is thou slayest me and slayest my

mother and slewest the sheikhs and the Imam of the Mosque!".? ? ? ? ? I fear me for my body from sickness and unrest, Lest of the fear of
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sev'rance it be betrayed and slain..? ? ? ? ? Read then my writ and pity thou the blackness of my fate, Sick, love- distraught, without a friend to

whom I may complain..? ? ? ? ? "Console thou thyself for his love," quoth they, "with another than he;" But, "Nay, by his life," answered I, "I'll

never forget him my dear!".17. The Hedgehog and the Pigeons clii.Idiot and the Sharper, The, i. 298..HAROUN ER RESHID AND THE WOMAN

OF THE BARMECIDES. (84).? ? ? ? ? n. The Man whose Caution was the Cause of his Death dcccciii.? ? ? ? ? c. The Fishes and the Crab

dcxi.When King Shah Bekht heard this, he said, "Most like all they say of the vizier is leasing and his innocence will appear, even as that of the

pious woman appeared." Then he comforted the vizier's heart and bade him go to his house..When the evening evened, the king let fetch the vizier

and required of him the [promised] story. So he said, "Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? d. The Eldest Lady's Story (237) lxiv.? ? ? ? ? e. The Rich Man

and his Wasteful Son dcccxciii.?OF TRUST IN GOD..So the vizier went in to his daughter and said to her, 'O my daughter, the king seeketh thee

of me and desireth to marry thee.' 'O my father,' answered she 'I desire not a husband and if thou wilt marry me, marry me not but with one who

shall be below me in rank and I nobler than he, so he may not turn to other than myself nor lift his eyes upon me, and marry me not to one who is

nobler than I, lest I be with him as a slave-girl and a serving-woman.' So the vizier returned to the king and acquainted him with that which his

daughter had said, whereat he redoubled in desire and love-liking for her and said to her father, 'An thou marry me not to her of good grace, I will

take her by force in thy despite.' The vizier again betook himself to his daughter and repeated to her the king's words, but she replied, 'I desire not a

husband.' So he returned to the king and told him what she said, and he was wroth and threatened the vizier, whereupon the latter took his daughter

and fled with her..? ? ? ? ? Yea, so but Selma in the dust my bedfellow may prove, Fair fall it thee! In heaven or hell I reck not if it be..? ? ? ? ? The

pains of long desire have wasted me away; Estrangement and disdain my body sore have tried..Thirteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 181..TABLE OF

CONTENTS OF THE BRESLAU (TUNIS)EDITION OF THE ARABIC TEXT OF THE BOOK OF THE THOUSAND NIGHTS AND ONE

NIGHT..Presently, there came in upon us a spunger, without leave, and we went on playing, whilst he played with us. Then quoth the Sultan to the

Vizier, "Bring the spunger who cometh in to the folk, without leave or bidding, that we may enquire into his case. Then will I cut off his head." So

the headsman arose and dragged the spunger before the Sultan, who bade cut off his head. Now there was with them a sword, that would not cut

curd; (151) so the headsman smote him therewith and his head flew from his body. When we saw this, the wine fled from our heads and we became

in the sorriest of plights. Then my friends took up the body and went out with it, that they might hide it, whilst I took the head and made for the

river..?THE ELEVENTH OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? When I recall the season of love-delight with them, The sweet of sleep forsakes me, my

body wastes amain..? ? ? ? ? What had it irked them, had they'd ta'en farewell of him they've left Lone, whilst estrangement's fires within his

entrails rage amain?.Look at the moss-rose, on its branches seen, ii. 256..89. Firous and his Wife dclxxv.When the troops entered Baghdad, each of

them alighted in his pavilion, whilst El Abbas encamped apart in a place near the Tigris and commanded to slaughter for the troops, each day, that

which should suffice them of oxen and sheep and bake them bread and spread the tables. So the folk ceased not to come to him and eat of his

banquet. Moreover, all the people of the country came to him with presents and rarities and he requited them many times the like of their gifts, so

that the lands were filled with his tidings and the report of him was bruited abroad among the folk of the deserts and the cities..When the evening

came, the king bade fetch the vizier; so he presented himself before him and the king bade him tell the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening

and obedience. Know, O king (but God alone knoweth His secret purpose and is versed in all that is past and was foredone among bygone peoples),

that.46. The Sharper of Alexandria and the Master of Police cccxli.Then the two kings appointed their father-in-law the vizier to be viceroy in

Samarcand and assigned him five of the chief amirs to accompany him, charging them attend him and do him service. The vizier kissed the earth

and prayed that they might be vouchsafed length of life. Then he went in to his daughters, whilst the eunuchs and ushers walked before him, and

saluted them and bade them farewell. They kissed his hands and gave him joy of the kingship and bestowed on him treasures galore. Then he took

leave of them and setting out, journeyed days and nights till he came within three days' journey of Samarcand, where the townspeople met him and

rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy. So he entered Samarcand and they decorated the city, and it was a notable day. He sat down on the throne of

his kingship and the viziers did him homage and the grandees and amirs of Samarcand and prayed that he might be vouchsafed justice and victory

and length of continuance [on life]. So he bestowed on them dresses of honour and entreated them with worship and they made him Sultan over

them..Then she went away, and when the girl's master came, she sought his leave to go with the old woman and he granted her leave. So the

beldam took her and carried her to the king's door. The damsel entered with her, unknowing whither she went, and beheld a goodly house and

chambers adorned [with gold and colours] that were no idol's chambers. Then came the king and seeing her beauty and grace, went up to her, to

kiss her; whereupon she fell down in a fit and strove with her hands and feet. When he saw this, he was solicitous for her and held aloof from her

and left her; but the thing was grievous to her and she refused meat and drink, and as often as the king drew near her, she fled from him in affright,

wherefore he swore by Allah that he would not approach her, save with her consent, and fell to guerdoning her with trinkets and raiment, but she

only redoubled in aversion to him..My fruit is a jewel all wroughten of gold, ii. 245..108. Aboukir the Dyer and Abousir the Barber dccclxvii.Er

Reshid was like to lose his wits for amazement at this sight and was confounded at this that he beheld and witnessed. Then said he to Tuhfeh,

'Come, tell me thy story from first to last, [and let me know all that hath betided thee,] as if I had been present' She answered with 'Hearkening and

obedience,' and fell to telling him [all that had betided her] first and last, from the time when she first saw the Sheikh Aboultawaif, how he took her

and descended with her through the side of the draught-house; and she told him of the horse she had ridden, till she came to the meadow aforesaid
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and described it to him, together with the palace and that which was therein of furniture, and related to him how the Jinn rejoiced in her and that

which she had seen of the kings of them, men and women, and of Queen Kemeriyeh and her sisters and Queen Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea,

and Queen Es Shuhba, Queen of Queens, and King Es Shisban, and that which each one of them had bestowed upon her. Moreover, she told him

the story of Meimoun the Sworder and described to him his loathly favour, which he had not consented to change, and related to him that which

befell her from the kings of the Jinn, men and women, and the coming of the Queen of Queens, Es Shuhba, and how she had loved her and

appointed her her vice-queen and how she was thus become ruler over all the kings of the Jinn; and she showed him the patent of investiture that

Queen Es Shuhba had written her and told him that which had betided her with the Ghoul-head, whenas it appeared to her in the garden, and how

she had despatched it to her palace, beseeching it to bring her news of the Commander of the Faithful and that which had betided him after her.

Then she described to him the gardens, wherein she had taken her pleasure, and the baths inlaid with pearls and jewels and told him that which had

befallen Meimoun the Sworder, whenas he carried her off, and how he had slain himself; brief, she told him all that she had seen of wonders and

rarities and that which she had beheld of all kinds and colours among the Jinn..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dxxxviii.? ? ? ? ?

To his beloved one the lover's heart's inclined; His soul's a captive slave, in sickness' hands confined..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Old Man's Story i.? ? ? ?

? ? ? ? ? ? ed. Story of the Barber's Fourth Brother clviii.So the youth obeyed his father's commandment and taking him, carried him to the

slave-dealer and said to the latter, 'Sell me this old man.' Quoth the dealer, 'Who will buy this fellow, and he a man of fourscore?' Then said he to

the king, 'In what crafts dost thou excel?' Quoth he, 'I know the quintessence of jewels and I know the quintessence of horses and that of men; brief,

I know the quintessence of all things.' So the dealer took him and went about, offering him for sale to the folk; but none would buy. Presently, up

came the overseer of the [Sultan's] kitchen and said, 'What is this man?' And the dealer answered, 'This is a slave for sale.' The cook marvelled at

this and bought the king for ten thousand dirhems, after questioning him of what he could do. Then he paid down the money and carried him to his

house, but dared not employ him in aught of service; so he appointed him an allowance, such as should suffice for his livelihood, and repented him

of having bought him, saying, 'What shall I do with the like of this fellow?'.139. Khuzeimeh ben Bishr and Ikrimeh el Feyyas dclxxxii.? ? ? ? ?

Whenas the folk assemble for birling at the wine, Whether in morning's splendour or when night's shades descend..When it was night, the king

summoned the vizier and sought of him the hearing of the [promised] story. "Hearkening and obedience," replied Er Rehwan, "Know, O august

king, that.? ? ? ? ? But on no wise was I affrayed nor turned from love of her; So let the railer rave of her henceforth his heart's content..?Story of

Prince Bihzad..? ? ? ? ? My heart bereavement of my friends forebode; may God of them The dwellings not bereave, but send them timely home

again!.By Him whom I worship, indeed, I swear, O thou that mine eye dost fill, ii. 213..King who knew the Quintessence of Things, The, i.

230..?STORY OF THE MAN WHO WAS LAVISH OF HIS HOUSE AND HIS VICTUAL TO ONE WHOM HE KNEW NOT..Officer's Story,

The Second, ii. 134..? ? ? ? ? p. The Page who feigned to know the Speech of Birds dxcii.They tell that El Hejjaj (70) once commanded the Master

of Police [of Bassora] to go round about [the city] by night, and whomsoever he found [abroad] after nightfall, that he should strike off his head. So

he went round one night of the nights and came upon three youths staggering from side to side, and on them signs of [intoxication with] wine. So

the officers laid hold of them and the captain of the watch said to them, "Who are ye that ye transgress the commandment of the [lieutenant of the]

Commander of the Faithful and come abroad at this hour?" Quoth one of the youths, "I am the son of him to whom [all] necks (71) abase

themselves, alike the nose-pierced (72) of them and the [bone-]breaker; (73) they come to him in their own despite, abject and submissive, and he

taketh of their wealth (74) and of their blood.".? ? ? ? ? When from your land the breeze I scent that cometh, as I were A reveller bemused with

wine, to lose my wits I'm fain..126. Ibrahim ben el Khawwas and the Christian King's Daughter cccclxxvii.? ? ? ? ? Persist not on my weakliness

with thy disdain nor be Treason and breach of love its troth to thee attributed;.Like a sun at the end of a cane in a hill of sand, iii. 190..Officer's

Story, The Twelfth, ii. 179..? ? ? ? ? A moon is my love, in a robe of loveliness proudly arrayed, And the splendours of new-broken day from his

cheeks and his forehead shine clear..?STORY OF THE MAN WHOSE CAUTION WAS THE CAUSE OF HIS DEATH..On this wise we abode a

whole year, at the end of which time she was absent (185) from me a month's space, wherefore fire raged in my heart on her account. When it was

the next month, behold, a little eunuch presented himself to me and said, "I am a messenger to thee from such an one," [naming my mistress], "who

giveth thee to know that the Commander of the Faithful hath sentenced her to be drowned, her and those who are with her, six-and-twenty

slave-girls, on such a day at Deir et Tin, (186) for that they have confessed against one another of lewdness, and she biddeth thee look how thou

mayst do with her and how thou mayst contrive to deliver her, even if thou gather together all her money and spend it upon her, for that this is the

time of manhood." (187) Quoth I, "I know not this woman; belike it is other than I [to whom this message is addressed]; so beware, O eunuch, lest

thou cast me into stress." Quoth he, "Behold, I have told thee [that which I had to say,"] and went away, leaving me in concern [on her

account]..Then they displayed Shehrzad in the third dress and the fourth and the fifth, and she became as she were a willow-wand or a thirsting

gazelle, goodly of grace and perfect of attributes, even as saith of her one in the following verses:

A Short Introduction to Geography To Which Is Added an Abridgement of Astronomy

The English Banking System Volume 8

Devonshire Illustrated
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