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FROM THE COTTON FIELDS TO THE KINGS PALACE
? ? ? ? ? Say, by the lightnings of thy teeth and thy soul's pure desire, Moan'st thou as moan the doves and is thy heart for doubt on fire?.When the
king heard his chamberlain's story, he was confounded and abashed and said to him, 'Abide on thy wonted service and till thy land, for that the lion
entered it, but marred it not, and he will never more return thither.' (61) Then he bestowed on him a dress of honour and made him a sumptuous
present; and the man returned to his wife and people, rejoicing and glad, for that his heart was set at rest concerning his wife. Nor," added the
vizier, "O king of the age, is this rarer or more extraordinary than the story of the fair and lovely woman, endowed with amorous grace, with the
foul-favoured man.".? ? ? ? ? b. The Controller's Story cxix.73. Mohammed el Amin and Jaafer ben el Hadi dclvii.Patience, Of the Advantages of,
i. 89..So she took the hundred dinars and the piece of silk and returned to her dwelling, rejoicing, and went in to Aboulhusn and told him what had
befallen, whereupon he arose and rejoiced and girt his middle and danced and took the hundred dinars and the piece of silk and laid them up. Then
he laid out Nuzhet el Fuad and did with her even as she had done with him; after which he rent his clothes and plucked out his beard and disordered
his turban [and went forth] and gave not over running till he came in to the Khalif, who was sitting in the hall of audience, and he in this plight,
beating upon his breast. Quoth the Khalif to him, "What aileth thee, O Aboulhusn!" And he wept and said, "Would thy boon-companion had never
been and would his hour had never come!" "Tell me [thy case,]" said the Khalif; and Aboulhusn said, "O my lord, may thy head outlive Nuzhet el
Fuad!" Quoth the Khalif, "There is no god but God!" And he smote hand upon hand. Then he comforted Aboulhusn and said to him, "Grieve not,
for we will give thee a concubine other than she." And he bade the treasurer give him a hundred dinars and a piece of silk. So the treasurer gave
him what the Khalif bade him, and the latter said to him,"Go, lay her out and carry her forth and make her a handsome funeral." So Aboulhusn took
that which he had given him and returning to his house, rejoicing, went in to Nuzhet el Fuad and said to her, "Arise, for the wish is accomplished
unto us." So she arose and he laid before her the hundred dinars and the piece of silk, whereat she rejoiced, and they added the gold to the gold and
the silk to the silk and sat talking and laughing at one another..Meanwhile, news was brought that Khorassan had been conquered; (23) whereupon
Er Reshid rejoiced and bade decorate Baghdad and release all who were in the prisons, giving each of them a dinar and a dress. So Jaafer addressed
himself to the decoration of the city and bade his brother El Fezl ride to the prison and clothe and release the prisoners. El Fezl did his brother's
bidding and released all but the young Damascene, who abode still in the Prison of Blood, saying, "There is no power and no virtue save in God the
Most High, the Sublime! Verily, we are God's and to Him we return." Then said El Fezl to the gaoler, "Is there any prisoner left in the prison?"
"No," answered he, and El Fezl was about to depart, when Noureddin called out to him from within the prison, saying, "O my lord, tarry, for there
remaineth none in the prison other than I and indeed I am oppressed. This is a day of clemency and there is no disputing concerning it." El Fezl
bade release him; so they set him free and he gave him a dress and a dinar. So the young man went out, bewildered and knowing not whither he
should go, for that he had abidden in the prison nigh a year and indeed his condition was changed and his favour faded, and he abode walking and
turning round, lest El Muradi should come upon him and cast him into another calamity..110. King Shah Bekhi and his Vizier Er Rehwan
dccclxxxv.EN NUMAN AND THE ARAB OF THE BENOU TAI. (168).? ? ? ? ? I'll say. If for my loved ones' loss I rent my heart for dole,.One
day my master said to me, 'Knowest thou not some art or handicraft?' And I answered, saying, 'O my lord, I am a merchant and know nought but
traffic.' Quoth he, 'Knowest thou how to shoot with a bow and arrows?' And I replied, 'Yes, I know that.' So he brought me a bow and arrows and
mounting me behind him on an elephant, set out with me, at the last of the night, and fared on till we came to a forest of great trees; whereupon he
made me climb a high and stout tree and giving me the bow and arrows, said to me, 'Sit here, and when the elephants come hither by day, shoot at
them, so haply thou shalt hit one of them; and if any of them fall, come at nightfall and tell me.' Then he went away and left me trembling and
fearful. I abode hidden in the tree till the sun rose, when the elephants came out and fared hither and thither among the trees, and I gave not over
shooting at them with arrows, till I brought down one of them. So, at eventide, I went and told my master, who rejoiced in me and rewarded me;
then he came and carried away the dead elephant..31. The City of Lebtait dxxxii.? ? ? ? ? c. Story of the Chief of the Old Cairo Police
cccxliv.Suleiman Shah and his Sons, Story of King, i. 150..43. The Man of Yemen and his six Slave-girls cccxxxiv.50. El Melik en Nasir and the
Three Masters of Police dciii.Then said El Abbas to them, "O youths, sit by my arms and my horse till I return." But they answered, saying, "By
Allah, thou prolongest discourse with that which beseemeth not of words! Make haste, or we will go with thy head, for indeed the king purposeth
to slay thee and to slay thy comrade and take that which is with you." When the prince heard this, his skin quaked and he cried out at them with a
cry that made them tremble. Then he sprang upon his horse and settling himself in the saddle, galloped till he came to the king's assembly, when he
cried out at the top of his voice, saying ["To horse,] cavaliers!" And levelled his spear at the pavilion wherein was Zuheir. Now there were about
him a thousand smiters with the sword; but El Abbas fell in upon them and dispersed them from around him, and there abode none in the tent save
Zuheir and his vizier..108. Aboukir the Dyer and Abousir the Barber dccclxvii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab. The King's Son and the Ogress xv.? ? ? ? ?
Read then my writ and pity thou the blackness of my fate, Sick, love- distraught, without a friend to whom I may complain..71. Haroun er Reshid
and the two Girls ccclxxxvii.Thereupon the folk all cried out, saying, 'We accept him to king over us!' And they did him suit and service and gave
him joy of the kingship. So the preachers preached in his name (76) and the poets praised him; and he lavished gifts upon the troops and the
officers of his household and overwhelmed them with favours and bounties and was prodigal to the people of justice and equitable dealings and
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goodly usance and polity. When he had accomplished this much of his desire, he caused bring forth the cook and his household to the divan, but
spared the old woman who had tended him, for that she had been the cause of his deliverance. Then they assembled them all without the town and
he tormented the cook and those who were with him with all manner of torments, after which he put him to death on the sorriest wise and burning
him with fire, scattered his ashes abroad in the air..There was once a man, a headman [of a village], by name Abou Sabir, and he had much cattle
and a fair wife, who had borne him two sons. They abode in a certain village and there used to come thither a lion and devour Abou Sabir's cattle,
so that the most part thereof was wasted and his wife said to him one day, 'This lion hath wasted the most part of our cattle. Arise, mount thy horse
and take thy men and do thine endeavour to kill him, so we may be at rest from him.' But Abou Sabir said, 'Have patience, O woman, for the issue
of patience is praised. This lion it is that transgresseth against us, and the transgressor, needs must Allah destroy him. Indeed, it is our patience that
shall slay him, and he that doth evil, needs must it revert upon him.' A little after, the king went forth one day to hunt and falling in with the lion, he
and his troops, gave chase to him and ceased not [to follow] after him till they slew him. This came to Abou Sabir's knowledge and he said to his
wife, 'Said I not to thee, O woman, that whoso doth evil, it shall revert upon him? Belike, if I had sought to slay the lion myself, I had not availed
against him, and this is the issue of patience.'.So he carried her to a place wherein was running water and setting her down on the ground, left her
and went away, marvelling at her. After he left her, he found his camels, by her blessing, and when he returned, King Kisra asked him, 'Hast thou
found the camels?' ['Yes,' answered he] and acquainted him with the affair of the damsel and set out to him her beauty and grace; whereupon the
king's heart clave to her and he mounted with a few men and betook himself to that place, where he found the damsel and was amazed at her, for
that he saw her overpassing the description wherewith the camel-driver had described her to him. So he accosted her and said to her, 'I am King
Kisra, greatest of the kings. Wilt thou not have me to husband?' Quoth she, 'What wilt thou do with me, O king, and I a woman abandoned in the
desert?' And he answered, saying, 'Needs must this be, and if thou wilt not consent to me, I will take up my sojourn here and devote myself to
God's service and thine and worship Him with thee.'.Presently, Jesus, son of Mary (on whom be peace!) passed by and seeing this, besought God
the Most High for tidings of their case; so He told him what had betided them, whereat great was his wonderment and he related to his disciples
what he had seen. Quoth one of them, 'O Spirit of God, (251) nought resembleth this but my own story.' 'How so?' asked Jesus, and the other
said,.When the king heard this, wonderment gat hold of him and his admiration for the vizier redoubled; so he bade him go to his house and return
to him [on the morrow], according to his wont. Accordingly, the vizier withdrew to his lodging, where he passed the night and the ensuing day..? ?
? ? ? Still by your ruined camp a dweller I abide; Ne'er will I change nor e'er shall distance us divide..Hakim (El) bi Amrillah, The Merchant and
the Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun, iii. 171..Now the dancing of Iblis pleased Queen Es Shuhba and she said to him, 'By Allah, this is a goodly
dancing!' He thanked her for this and said to Tuhfeh, 'O Tuhfeh, there is not on the face of the earth a skilfuller than Ishac en Nedim; but thou art
more skilful than he. Indeed, I have been present with him many a time and have shown him passages (234) on the lute, and there have betided me
such and such things with him. (235) Indeed, the story of my dealings with him is a long one and this is no time to repeat it; but now I would fain
show thee a passage on the lute, whereby thou shall be exalted over all the folk.' Quoth she to him, 'Do what seemeth good to thee.' So he took the
lute and played thereon on wondrous wise, with rare divisions and extraordinary modulations, and showed her a passage she knew not; and this was
liefer to her than all that she had gotten. Then she took the lute from him and playing thereon, [sang and] presently returned to the passage that he
had shown her; and he said, 'By Allah, thou singest better than I!' As for Tuhfeh, it was made manifest to her that her former usance (236) was all
of it wrong and that what she had learnt from the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis was the origin and foundation [of all perfection] in the art. So she
rejoiced in that which she had gotten of [new skill in] touching the lute far more than in all that had fallen to her lot of wealth and raiment and
kissed the Sheikh's hand..Endeavour against Persistent Ill Fortune, Of the Uselessness of, i. 70..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ea. Story of the Barber's First
Brother xxxi.? ? ? ? ? b. The Story of Janshah ccccxcix.? ? ? ? ? a. Nimeh ben er Rebya and Num his Slave-girl ccxxxvii.So she made ready and
setting out, traversed the deserts and spent treasures till she came to Sejestan, where she called a goldsmith to make her somewhat of trinkets. [Now
the goldsmith in question was none other than the prince's friend]; so, when he saw her, he knew her (for that the prince had talked with him of her
and had depictured her to him) and questioned her of her case. She acquainted him with her errand, whereupon he buffeted his face and rent his
clothes and strewed dust on his head and fell a-weeping. Quoth she, 'Why dost thou thus?' And he acquainted her with the prince's case and how he
was his comrade and told her that he was dead; whereat she grieved for him and faring on to his father and mother, [acquainted them with the
case]..Then said the Sheikh Iblis, 'We were best acquaint Queen Kemeriyeh and Queen Zelzeleh and Queen Sherareh and Queen Wekhimeh; and
when they are assembled, God shall ordain [that which He deemeth] good in the matter of her release.' 'It is well seen of thee,' answered Es Shisban
and despatched to Queen Kemeriyeh an Afrit called Selheb, who came to her palace and found her asleep; so he aroused her and she said, 'What is
to do, O Selheb?' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'come to the succour of thy sister Tuhfeh, for that Meimoun hath carried her off and outraged thine
honour and that of the Sheikh Iblis.' Quoth she, 'What sayest thou?' And she sat up and cried out with a great cry. And indeed she feared for Tuhfeh
and said, 'By Allah, indeed she used to say that he looked upon her and prolonged the looking on her; but ill is that to which his soul hath prompted
him.' Then she arose in haste and mounting a she-devil of her devils, said to her, 'Fly.' So she flew off and alighted with her in the palace of her
sister Sherareh, whereupon she sent for her sisters Zelzeleh and Wekhimeh and acquainted them with the news, saying, 'Know that Meimoun hath
snatched up Tuhfeh and flown off with her swiftlier than the blinding lightning.'.He returned them the most gracious of answers and bade carry the
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Magian forth of the town and set him on a high scaffold that had been builded for him there; and he said to the folk, 'Behold, I will torture him with
all kinds of fashions of torment.' Then he fell to telling them that which he had wrought of knavery with the daughter of his father's brother and
what he had caused betide her of severance between her and her husband and how he had required her of herself, but she had sought refuge against
him with God (to whom belong might and majesty) and chose rather humiliation than yield to his wishes, notwithstanding stress of torment; neither
recked she aught of that which he lavished to her of wealth and raiment and jewels..? ? ? ? ? They have forbid their image to visit me in sleep; So
even my nightly phantom forsaketh me, heigho!.? ? ? ? ? Bravo for her whose loosened locks her cheeks do overcloud! She slays me with her
cruelty, so fair she is and proud..It befell one day that he entered a certain city and sold somewhat that was with him of merchandise and got him
friends of the merchants of the place and fell to sitting with them and entertaining them and inviting them to his lodging and his assembly, whilst
they also invited him to their houses. On this wise he abode a long while, till he was minded to leave the city; and this was bruited abroad among
his friends, who were concerned for parting from him. Then he betook himself to him of them, who was the richest of them in substance and the
most apparent of them in generosity, and sat with him and borrowed his goods; and when he was about to take leave, he desired him to give him
the deposit that he had left with him. 'And what is the deposit?' asked the merchant. Quoth the sharper, 'It is such a purse, with the thousand dinars
therein.' And the merchant said, 'When didst thou give it me?' 'Extolled be the perfection of God!' replied the sharper. 'Was it not on such a day, by
such a token, and thus and thus?' 'I know not of this,' rejoined the merchant, and words were bandied about between them, whilst the folk [who
were present also] disputed together concerning their affair and their speech, till their voices rose high and the neighbours had knowledge of that
which passed between them..46. The Loves of Budour and Jubeir ben Umeir dlxxxvii.Tai, En Numan and the Arab of the Benou. i. 203..Then the
eunuchs went forth, that they might perfume the bath [for the use of the brides]; so they essenced it with rose-water and willow-flower-water and
bladders of musk and fumigated it with Cakili (191) aloes-wood and ambergris. Then Shehrzad entered, she and her sister Dinarzad, and they
cleansed their heads and clipped their hair. When they came forth of the bath, they donned raiment and ornaments, [such as were] prepared for the
kings of the Chosroes; and among Shehrzad's apparel was a dress charactered with red gold and wroughten with semblants of birds and beasts.
Moreover, they both encircled their necks with necklaces of jewels of price, in the like whereof Iskender (192) rejoiced not, for therein were great
jewels such as amazed the wit and the eye, and the thought was bewildered at their charms, for indeed, each of them was brighter than the sun and
the moon. Before them they kindled lighted flambeaux in torch-holders of gold, but their faces outshone the flambeaux, for that they had eyes
sharper than drawn swords and the lashes of their eyelids ensorcelled all hearts. Their cheeks were rosy and their necks and shapes swayed
gracefully and their eyes wantoned. And the slave-girls came to meet them with instruments of music..? ? ? ? ? Hence on the morrow forth I fare
and leave your land behind; So take your leave of us nor fear mishap or ill event..96. Ali ben Tahir and the Girl Mounis dclxxxviii.Vizier, The King
of Hind and his, ii. 105..When the prince saw her in this plight, he was as a sleeper awakened and said to her, "What hath befallen thee? Set out to
me thy case." "God on thee," answered she, "nevermore send me to Mariyeh, and do thou protect me, so may God protect thee from the fires of
hell!" Then she related to him that which had bedded her with Mariyeh; which when he heard, there took him the shamefastness of the generous
and this was grievous unto him. The love of Mariyeh fled forth of his heart and he said to the nurse, "How much hadst thou of Mariyeh every
month?" "Ten dinars," answered she, and he said, "Be not concerned." Then he put his hand to his poke and bringing out two hundred dinars, gave
them to her and said, "Take this for a whole year's wage and turn not again to serve any one. When the year is out, I will give thee two years' wage,
for that thou hast wearied thyself with us and on account of the cutting off of thy dependence upon Mariyeh.".One day, as I was thus feigning sleep,
I felt a hand in my lap, and in it a magnificent purse. So I seized the hand and behold, it was that of a fair woman. Quoth I to her, "O my lady, who
art thou?" And she said, "Rise [and come away] from here, that I may make myself known to thee." So I arose and following her, fared on, without
tarrying, till she stopped at the door of a lofty house, whereupon quoth I to her,"O my lady, who art thou? Indeed, thou hast done me kindness, and
what is the reason of this?" "By Allah," answered she, "O Captain Mum, I am a woman on whom desire and longing are sore for the love of the
daughter of the Cadi Amin el Hukm. Now there was between us what was and the love of her fell upon my heart and I agreed with her upon
meeting, according to possibility and convenience. But her father Amin el Hukm took her and went away, and my heart cleaveth to her and
love-longing and distraction are sore upon me on her account.".It chanced one day that one of the horsemen, who had fallen in with the young
Melik Shah by the water and clad him and given him spending-money, saw the eunuch in the city, disguised as a merchant, and recognizing him,
questioned him of his case and of [the reason of] his coming. Quoth he, 'I come to sell merchandise.' And the horseman said, 'I will tell thee
somewhat, if thou canst keep it secret.' 'It is well,' answered the eunuch; 'what is it?' And the other said, 'We met the king's son Melik Shah, I and
certain of the Arabs who were with me, and saw him by such a water and gave him spending-money and sent him towards the land of the Greeks,
near his mother, for that we feared for him, lest his uncle Belehwan should kill him.' Then he told him all that had passed between them,
whereupon the eunuch's countenance changed and he said to the cavalier, 'Assurance!' 'Thou shalt have assurance,' answered the other, 'though thou
come in quest of him.' And the eunuch rejoined, saying, 'Truly, that is my errand, for there abideth no repose for his mother, lying down or rising
up, and she hath sent me to seek news of him.' Quoth the cavalier, 'Go in safety, for he is in a [certain] part of the land of the Greeks, even as I said
to thee.'.Then she was silent, and when the king heard her speech and profited by that which she said, he summoned up his reasoning faculties and
cleansed his heart and caused his understanding revert [to the right way] and turned [with repentance] to God the Most High and said in himself,
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"Since there befell the kings of the Chosroes more than that which hath befallen me, never, whilst I abide [on life], shall I cease to blame myself
[for that which I did in the slaughter of the daughters of the folk]. As for this Shehrzad, her like is not found in the lands; so extolled be the
perfection of Him who appointed her a means for the deliverance of His creatures from slaughter and oppression!" Then he arose from his session
and kissed her head, whereat she rejoiced with an exceeding joy, she and her sister Dinarzad..Then he folded the letter and sealing it, delivered it to
the damsel, who took it and carried it to her mistress. When the princess read the letter and apprehended its contents, she said, "Meseemeth he
recalleth to me that which I did aforetime." Then she called for inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Though they their
journey's goal, alas I have hidden, in their track Still will I follow on until the very planets wane..Now he feared [to return to the pot then and
there], lest the idiot should follow him to the place and find nothing and so his plan be marred. So he said to him, 'O Ajlan, (265) I would have thee
come to my lodging and eat bread with me." So the idiot went with him to his lodging and he seated him there and going to the market, sold
somewhat of his clothes and pawned somewhat from his house and bought dainty food. Then he betook himself to the ruin and replacing the money
in the pot, buried it again; after which he returned to his lodging and gave the idiot to eat and drink, and they went out together. The sharper went
away and hid himself, lest the idiot should see him, whilst the latter repaired to his hiding- place and took the pot.Thereupon the king went in to his
mother and questioned her of his father, and she told him that me king her husband was weak; (211) 'wherefore,' quoth she, 'I feared for the
kingdom, lest it pass away, after his death; so I took to my bed a young man, a baker, and conceived by him [and bore a son]; and the kingship
came into the hand of my son, to wit, thyself.' So the king returned to the old man and said to him, 'I am indeed the son of a baker; so do thou
expound to me the means whereby thou knewest me for this.' Quoth the other, 'I knew that, hadst thou been a king's son, thou wouldst have given
largesse of things of price, such as rubies [and the like]; and wert thou the son of a Cadi, thou hadst given largesse of a dirhem or two dirhems, and
wert thou the son of a merchant, thou hadst given wealth galore. But I saw that thou guerdonest me not but with cakes of bread [and other victual],
wherefore I knew that thou wast the son of a baker.' Quoth the king, 'Thou hast hit the mark.' And he gave him wealth galore and advanced him to
high estate.".Then he called Sitt el Milah and said to her, "The house [wherein thou lodgest] and that which is therein Is a guerdon [from me] to thy
lord. So do thou take him and depart with him in the safeguard of God the Most High; but absent not yourselves from our presence." [So she went
forth with Noureddin and] when she came to the house, she found that the Commander of the Faithful had sent them gifts galore and abundance of
good things. As for Noureddin, he sent for his father and mother and appointed him agents and factors in the city of Damascus, to take the rent of
the houses and gardens and khans and baths; and they occupied themselves with collecting that which accrued to him and sending it to him every
year. Meanwhile, his father and mother came to him, with that which they had of monies and treasures and merchandise, and foregathering with
their son, saw that he was become of the chief officers of the Commander of the Faithful and of the number of his session-mates and entertainers,
wherefore they rejoiced in reunion with him and he also rejoiced in them..? ? ? ? ? My watering lips, that cull the rose of thy soft cheek, declare My
basil, (131) lily mine, to be the myrtles of thy hair..This story pleased King Shah Bekht and he marvelled thereat; but the vizier said to him, "This
story is not more extraordinary than that of the rich man who married his fair daughter to the poor old man." The king's mind was occupied with the
[promised] story and he bade the vizier withdraw to his lodging. So he [returned to his house and] abode there the rest of the night and the whole of
the following day..When it was eventide, the king summoned the vizier and bade him tell the [promised] story, "Hearkening and obedience,"
answered he. "Know, O king, that.42. The Loves of Jubeir ben Umeir and the Lady Budour cccxxvii.So she did this and fair fortune aided her and
the Divine favour was vouchsafed unto her and she discovered her intent to her father, who forbade her therefrom, fearing her slaughter. However,
she repeated her speech to him a second and a third time, but he consented not. Then he cited unto her a parable, that should deter her, and she cited
him a parable in answer to his, and the talk was prolonged between them and the adducing of instances, till her father saw that he availed not to turn
her from her purpose and she said to him, 'Needs must I marry the king, so haply I may be a sacrifice for the children of the Muslims; either I shall
turn him from this his heresy or I shall die.' When the vizier despaired of dissuading her, he went up to the king and acquainted him with the case,
saying, 'I have a daughter and she desireth to give herself to the king.' Quoth the king, 'How can thy soul consent unto this, seeing that thou
knowest I lie but one night with a girl and when I arise on the morrow, I put her to death, and it is thou who slayest her, and thou hast done this
again and again?' 'Know, O king,' answered the vizier, 'that I have set forth all this to her, yet consented she not unto aught, but needs must she
have thy company and still chooseth to come to thee and present herself before thee, notwithstanding that I have cited to her the sayings of the
sages; but she hath answered me to the contrary thereof with more than that which I said to her.' And the king said, 'Bring her to me this night and
to-morrow morning come thou and take her and put her to death; and by Allah, an thou slay her not, I will slay thee and her also!'.4. The Three
Apples lxix.? ? ? ? ? b. Bakoun's Story of the Hashish-Eater cxliii.? ? ? ? ? Wherefore, O stranger, dare thou not approach me with desire, Lest ruin
quick and pitiless thy hardihood requite..WOMEN'S CRAFT..There was once a man of fortune, who lost his wealth, and chagrin and melancholy
got the mastery of him, so that he became an idiot and lost his wit. There abode with him of his wealth about a score of dinars and he used to beg
alms of the folk, and that which they gave him he would gather together and lay to the dinars that were left him. Now there was in that town a
vagabond, who made his living by sharping, and he knew that the idiot had somewhat of money; so he fell to spying upon him and gave not over
watching him till he saw him put in an earthen pot that which he had with him of money and enter a deserted ruin, where he sat down, [as if] to
make water, and dug a hole, in which he laid the pot and covering it up, strewed earth upon the place. Then he went away and the sharper came and
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taking what was in the pot, covered it up again, as it was..? ? ? ? ? O morn, our loves that sunder'st, a sweet and easeful life Thou dost for me
prohibit, with thy regard austere..Khalif, El Mamoun El Hakim bi Amrillah, The Merchant of Cairo and the Favourite of the, iii. 171..Then the king
assembled his nobles and commons and the astrologers and said to them, 'Know that what God hath graven upon the forehead, be it fair fortune or
calamity, none may avail to efface, and all that is decreed unto a man he must needs abide. Indeed, this my caretaking and my endeavour profited
me nought, for that which God decreed unto my son, he hath abidden and that which He decreed unto me hath betided me. Nevertheless, I praise
God and thank Him for that this was at my son's hand and not at the hand of another, and praised be He for that the kingship is come to my son!'
And he strained the youth to his breast and embraced him and kissed him, saying, 'O my son, this matter was on such a wise, and of my care and
watchfulness over thee from destiny, I lodged thee in that pit; but caretaking availed not.' Then he took the crown of the kingship and set it on his
son's head and caused the folk and the people swear fealty to him and commended the subjects to his care and enjoined him to justice and equity.
And he took leave of him that night and died and his son reigned in his stead..? ? ? ? ? Yet, an thou wilt vouchsafe thy favours unto me, My sabre
thou shalt see the foemen put to flight;.? ? ? ? ? Whenas the fire of passion flamed in my breast, with tears, Upon the day of wailing, to quench it I
was fain..? ? ? ? ? A white one, from her sheath of tresses now laid bare And now again concealed in black, luxuriant hair; (256).One day, another
of my friends came to me and said 'A neighbour of mine hath invited me to hear [music]. [And he would have me go with him;] but I said, 'I will
not foregather with any one.' However, he prevailed upon me [to accompany him]; so we repaired to the place and found there a man, who came to
meet us and said, '[Enter,] in the name of God!' Then he pulled out a key and opened the door, whereupon we entered and he locked the door after
us. Quoth I, 'We are the first of the folk; but where are their voices?' (128) '[They are] within the house,' answered he. 'This is but a privy door; so
be not amazed at the absence of the folk.' And my friend said to me, 'Behold, we are two, and what can they avail to do with us?' [Then he brought
us into the house,] and when we entered the saloon, we found it exceeding desolate and repulsive of aspect Quoth my friend, 'We are fallen [into a
trap]; but there is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Supreme!' And I said, 'May God not requite thee for me with
good!'.Abbaside, Jaafer ben Yehya and Abdulmelik ben Salih the, i. 183..? ? ? ? ? The Lord's alternatives are these, wherewith He's wont The
needy wretch to ply and those in sore duresse..Now the merchant and his wife had taken up their abode in a city in the land whereof their [other]
son was king, and when the boy [whom they had found] grew up, his father assigned unto him merchandise, so he might travel therewith. So he set
out and entered the city wherein his brother was king. News reached the latter that there was a merchant come thither with merchandise befitting
kings. So he sent for him and the young merchant obeyed the summons and going in to him, sat down before him. Neither of them knew the other;
but blood stirred between them and the king said to the young merchant, 'I desire of thee that thou abide with me and I will exalt thy station and
give thee all that thou desirest and cravest.' So he abode with him awhile, quitting him not; and when he saw that he would not suffer him to depart
from him, he sent to his father and mother and bade them remove thither to him. So they addressed them to remove to that island, and their son
increased still in honour with the king, albeit he knew not that he was his brother..When she had made an end of her verses, she folded the letter
and delivered it to the nurse, who took it and carried it to El Abbas. He broke it open and read it and apprehended its purport; then took inkhorn and
paper and wrote the following verses:.?Story of Prince Bihzad..99. The Three Unfortunate Lovers ccccix.So, when they had made an end of eating
and drinking, the young man asked his host for the story, and he said, 'Know that in my youth I was even as thou seest me in the matter of
loathliness and foul favour; and I had brethren of the comeliest of the folk; wherefore my father preferred them over me and used to show them
kindness, to my exclusion, and employ me, in their room [in menial service], like as one employeth slaves. One day, a she-camel of his went astray
and he said to me, "Go thou forth in quest of her and return not but with her." Quoth I, "Send other than I of thy sons." But he would not consent to
this and reviled me and insisted upon me, till the matter came to such a pass with him that he took a whip and fell to beating me. So I arose and
taking a riding-camel, mounted her and sallied forth at a venture, purposing to go out into the deserts and return to him no more. I fared on all my
night [and the next day] and coming at eventide to [the encampment of] this my wife's people, alighted down with her father, who was a very old
man, and became his guest.."O king," answered the youth, "there is no great forgiveness save in case of a great crime, for according as the offence
is great, in so much is forgiveness magnified and it is no dishonour to the like of thee if he spare the like of me. Verily, Allah knoweth that there is
no fault in me, and indeed He commandeth unto clemency, and no clemency is greater than that which spareth from slaughter, for that thy
forgiveness of him whom thou purposest to put to death is as the quickening of a dead man; and whoso doth evil shall find it before him, even as it
was with King Bihkerd." "And what is the story of King Bihkerd?" asked the king. "O king," answered the youth,.? ? ? ? ? She hath an eye, whose
glances pierce the hearts of all mankind, Nor can cornelian with her cheeks for ruddiness compare..Abbas (El) and the King's Daughter of
Baghdad, iii. 53..?STORY OF THE HAWK AND THE LOCUST..?THE SECOND OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Officer's Story
dccccxxx.When he had made an end of his verses, he folded the letter and gave it to the nurse, who took it and carried it to Mariyeh. When she
came into the princess's presence, she saluted her; but Mariyeh returned not her salutation and she said, "O my lady, how hard is thy heart that thou
grudgest to return the salutation! Take this letter, for that it is the last of that which shall come to thee from him." Quoth Mariyeh, "Take my
warning and never again enter my palace, or it will be the cause of thy destruction; for I am certified that thou purposest my dishonour. So get thee
gone from me." And she commanded to beat the nurse; whereupon the latter went forth fleeing from her presence, changed of colour and absent of
wits, and gave not over going till she came to the house of El Abbas..The folk of the quarter heard him and assembled under the window; and when
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he was ware of them, he opened the window and said to them, "Are ye not ashamed, O pimps? Every one in his own house doth what he will and
none hindereth him; but we drink one poor day and ye assemble and come, cuckoldy varlets that ye are! To-day, wine, and to-morrow [another]
matter; and from hour to hour [cometh] relief." So they laughed and dispersed. Then the girl drank till she was intoxicated, when she called to mind
her lord and wept, and the old man said to her, "What maketh thee weep, O my lady?" "O elder," replied she, "I am a lover and separated [from him
I love]." Quoth he, "O my lady, what is this love?" "And thou," asked she, "hast thou never been in love?" "By Allah, O my lady," answered he,
"never in all my life heard I of this thing, nor have I ever known it! Is it of the sons of Adam or of the Jinn?" She laughed and said, "Verily, thou art
even as those of whom the poet speaketh, when as he saith ..." And she repeated the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Upon the parting day our loves from
us did fare And left us to endure estrangement and despair..?STORY OF THE MAN WHO WAS LAVISH OF HIS HOUSE AND HIS VICTUAL
TO ONE WHOM HE KNEW NOT..Then she folded the letter and giving it to her slave-girl, bade her carry it to El Abbas and bring back his
answer thereto. Accordingly, Shefikeh took the letter and carried it to the prince, after the doorkeeper had sought leave of him to admit her. When
she came in to him, she found with him five damsels, as they were moons, clad in [rich] apparel and ornaments; and when he saw her, he said to
her, "What is thine occasion, O handmaid of good?" So she put out her hand to him with the letter, after she had kissed it, and he bade one of his
slave-girls receive it from her. Then he took it from the girl and breaking it open, read it and apprehended its purport; whereupon "We are God's
and to Him we return!" exclaimed he and calling for ink- horn and paper, wrote the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? The herald of good news my hearing
shall delight,.With this the king's wrath subsided and he said, "Restore him to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair.".40. Jaafer
ben Yehya and Abdulmelik ben Salih dlxv.Then said he to Aboulhusn, "Praised be God who hath done away from thee that which irked thee and
that I see thee in weal!" And Aboulhusn said, "Never again will I take thee to boon-companion or sitting-mate; for the byword saith, 'Whoso
stumbleth on a stone and returneth thereto, blame and reproach be upon him.' And thou, O my brother, nevermore will I entertain thee nor use
companionship with thee, for that I have not found thy commerce propitious to me." (32) But the Khalif blandished him and conjured him,
redoubling words upon him with "Verily, I am thy guest; reject not the guest," till Aboulhusn took him and [carrying him home], brought him into
the saloon and set food before him and friendly entreated him in speech. Then he told him all that had befallen him, whilst the Khalif was like to
die of hidden laughter; after which Aboulhusn removed the tray of food and bringing the wine-tray, filled a cup and emptied it out three times, then
gave it to the Khalif, saying, "O boon-companion mine, I am thy slave and let not that which I am about to say irk thee, and be thou not vexed,
neither do thou vex me." And he recited these verses:.And when she had made an end of her song, she wept sore..After this the king sat, with his
son by his side and the viziers sitting before him, and summoned his chief officers and the folk of the city. Then the prince turned to the viziers and
said to them, "See, O wicked viziers, that which God hath done and the speedy [coming of] relief." But they answered not a word and the king said,
"It sufficeth me that there is nothing alive but rejoiceth with me this day, even to the birds in the sky, but ye, your breasts are straitened. Indeed, this
is the greatest of ill-will in you to me, and had I hearkened to you, my regret had been prolonged and I had died miserably of grief." "O my father,"
quoth the prince, "but for the fairness of thy thought and thy judgment and thy longanimity and deliberation in affairs, there had not bedded thee
this great joyance. Hadst thou slain me in haste, repentance would have been sore on thee and long grief, and on this wise doth he who ensueth
haste repent.".Now he had with him nought wherewithal he might cover himself; so he wrapped himself up in one of the rugs of the mosque [and
abode thus till daybreak], when the Muezzins came and finding him sitting in that case, said to him, "O youth, what is this plight?" Quoth he, "I
cast myself on your hospitality, imploring your protection from a company of folk who seek to kill me unjustly and oppressively, without cause."
And [one of] the Muezzin[s] said, "Be of good heart and cheerful eye." Then he brought him old clothes and covered him withal; moreover, he set
before him somewhat of meat and seeing upon him signs of gentle breeding, said to him, "O my son, I grow old and desire thee of help, [in return
for which] I will do away thy necessity." "Hearkening and obedience," answered Noureddin and abode with the old man, who rested and took his
ease, what while the youth [did his service in the mosque], celebrating the praises of God and calling the faithful to prayer and lighting the lamps
and filling the ewers (28) and sweeping and cleaning out the place..When King Shah Bekht heard this, he said, "Most like all they say of the vizier
is leasing and his innocence will appear, even as that of the pious woman appeared." Then he comforted the vizier's heart and bade him go to his
house..? ? ? ? ? It is as the jasmine, when it I espy, As it glitters and gleams midst its boughs, were a sky.Next morning, he again took up the bier
and went round with it as before, in quest of alms. Presently, the master of police, who was of those who had given alms on account of the
supposed dead man on the previous day, met him; so he was angered and fell on the porters and beat them and took the [supposed] dead body,
saying, 'I will bury him and earn the reward [of God].' (35) So his men took him up and carrying him to the prefecture, fetched grave-diggers, who
dug him a grave. Then they bought him a shroud and perfumes (36) and fetched an old man of the quarter, to wash him. So he recited over him [the
appointed prayers and portions of the Koran] and laying him on the bench, washed him and shrouded him. After he had shrouded him, he voided;
(37) so he renewed the washing and went away to make his ablutions, (38) whilst all the folk departed, likewise, to make the [obligatory] ablution,
previously to the funeral..Now, as destiny would have it, a certain jeweller of the town had been robbed of ten pearls, like unto those which were
with the merchant; so, when he saw the two pearls in the broker's hand, he said to him, 'To whom do these pearls belong?' and the broker answered,
'To yonder man.' [The jeweller looked at the merchant and] seeing him in sorry case and clad in tattered clothes, misdoubted of him and said to him
(purposing to surprise him into confession), 'Where are the other eight pearls?' The merchant thought he asked him of those which were in the
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gown and answered, 'The thieves stole them from me.' When the jeweller heard his reply, he doubted not but that it was he who had taken his good;
so he laid hold of him and haling him before the chief of the police, said to him, 'This is the man who stole my pearls: I have found two of them
upon him and he confesseth to the other eight.'.? ? ? ? ? Love's slave, I keep my troth with them; but, when they vowed, Fate made itself Urcoub,
(16) whom never oath could bind..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor ccliii.? ? ? ? ? Nay, though ye read therein discourse that
sure should speak To heart and soul, no word thereunto ye replied,.So the folk resorted to her from all parts and she used to pray God (to whom
belong might and majesty) for the oppressed and God granted him relief, and against his oppressor, and He broke him in sunder. Moreover, she
prayed for the sick and they were made whole; and on this wise she abode a great space of time. As for her husband, when he returned from the
pilgrimage, his brother and the neighbours acquainted him with his wife's affair, whereat he was sore concerned and misdoubted of their story, for
that which he knew of her chastity and prayerfulness; and he wept for her loss..When the morning morrowed, he recited the following verses:.Then
she drank three cups and filling the old man other three, sang the following verses:."O Shehrzad," quoth Shehriyar, "finish unto us the story that thy
friend told thee, for that it resembleth the story of a king whom I knew; but fain would I hear that which betided the people of this city and what
they said of the affair of the king, so I may return from that wherein I was." "With all my heart," answered Shehrzad. "Know, O august king and
lord of just judgment and praiseworthy excellence and exceeding prowess, that, when the folk heard that the king had put away from him his
custom and returned from that which had been his wont, they rejoiced in this with an exceeding joy and offered up prayers for him. Then they
talked with one another of the cause of the slaughter of the girls, and the wise said, 'They (162) are not all alike, nor are the fingers of the hand
alike.'".Here the treasure-seeker brought out a book and reading therein, dug in the crest of the mountain five cubits deep, whereupon there
appeared to him a stone. He pulled it up and behold, it was a trap-door covering the mouth of a pit. So he waited till the [foul] air was come forth
from the midst of the pit, when he bound a rope about the boy's middle and let him down to the bottom, and with him a lighted flambeau. The boy
looked and beheld, at the upper end of the pit, wealth galore; so the treasure-seeker let down a rope and a basket and the boy fell to filling and the
man to drawing up, till the latter had gotten his sufficiency, when he loaded his beasts and did his occasion, whilst the boy looked for him to let
down to him the rope and draw him up; but he rolled a great stone to the mouth of the pit and went away..Old Woman and the Draper's Wife, The,
ii. 55..? ? ? ? ? Were my affliction thine, love's anguish hadst thou dreed And in the flaming hell of long estrangement sighed..Then she cast the lute
from her hand and swooned away; so she was carried to her chamber and indeed passion waxed upon her. After a long while, the Commander of
the Faithful sent for her a third time and bade her sing. So she took the lute and sang the following verses:.Jest of a Thief, A Merry, ii. 186..? ? ? ? ?
Our loves are joined and cruelty at last is done away; Ay, and the cup of love-delight 'twixt us doth circulate..Sons, Story of King Suleiman Shah
and his, i. 150..? ? ? ? ? d. The Tailor's Story cxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? None, by Allah, 'mongst all creatures, none I love save thee alone! Yea, for I am
grown thy bondman, by the troth betwixt us plight..So she arose and returned to her house, whilst El Merouzi abode in his place till the night was
half spent, when he said to himself, 'How long [is this to last]? Yet how can I let this knavish dog die and lose the money? Methinks I were better
open the tomb on him and bring him forth and take my due of him by dint of grievous beating and torment.' Accordingly, he dug him up and pulled
him forth of the tomb; after which he betook himself to an orchard hard by the burial-ground and cut thence staves and palm sticks. Then he tied
the dead man's legs and came down on him with the staff and beat him grievously; but he stirred not. When the time grew long on him, his
shoulders became weary and he feared lest some one of the watch should pass on his round and surprise him. So he took up Er Razi and carrying
him forth of the cemetery, stayed not till he came to the Magians' burying-place and casting him down in a sepulchre (42) there, rained heavy blows
upon him till his shoulders failed him, but the other stirred not Then he sat down by his side and rested; after which he rose and renewed the
beating upon him, [but to no better effect; and thus he did] till the end of the night.Then they spread the ensigns and the standards, whilst the drums
beat and the trumpets sounded, and set out upon the homeward journey. The King of Baghdad rode forth with them and brought them three days'
journey on their way, after which he took leave of them and returned with his troops to Baghdad. As for King El Aziz and his son, they fared on
night and day and gave not over going till there abode but three days' journey between them and Yemen, when they despatched three men of the
couriers to the prince's mother [to acquaint her with their return], safe and laden with spoil, bringing with them Mariyeh, the king's daughter of
Baghdad. When the queen-mother heard this, her wit fled for joy and she adorned El Abbas his slave-girls after the goodliest fashion. Now he had
ten slave-girls, as they were moons, whereof his father had carried five with him to Baghdad, as hath aforetime been set out, and other five abode
with his mother. When the dromedary-posts (125) came, they were certified of the approach of El Abbas, and when the sun rose and their standards
appeared, the prince's mother came out to meet her son; nor was there great or small, old man or infant, but went forth that day to meet the king..1.
The Merchant and the Genie i.Then the king sent for the captain of the thieves and bestowed on him a dress of honour, (142) commanding that all
who loved the king should put off [their raiment and cast it] upon him. (143) So there fell dresses of honour [and other presents] on him, till he was
wearied with their much plenty, and Azadbekht invested him with the mastership of the police of his city. Then he bade set up other nine gibbets
beside the first and said to his son, "Thou art guiltless, and yet these wicked viziers endeavoured for thy slaughter." "O my father," answered the
prince, "I had no fault [in their eyes] but that I was a loyal counsellor to thee and still kept watch over thy good and withheld their hands from thy
treasuries; wherefore they were jealous and envied me and plotted against me and sought to slay me," Quoth the king, "The time [of retribution] is
at hand, O my son; but what deemest thou we should do with them in requital of that which they did with thee? For that they have endeavoured for
from-the-cotton-fields-to-the-kings-palace.pdf
Page 7/10

From The Cotton Fields To The Kings Palace

thy slaughter and exposed thee to public ignominy and soiled my honour among the kings.".After this, she abode with the four queens, till they
arose and entered the palace, where she found the candles lit and ranged in candlesticks of gold and silver and censing-vessels of gold and silver,
filled with aloes-wood and ambergris, and there were the kings of the Jinn sitting. So she saluted them, kissing the earth before them and doing
them worship; and they rejoiced in her and in her sight. Then she ascended [the estrade] and sat down upon her chair, whilst King Es Shisban and
King El Muzfir and Queen Louloueh and [other] the kings of the Jinn sat on chairs, and they brought tables of choice, spread with all manner meats
befitting kings. They ate their fill; after which the tables were removed and they washed their hands and wiped them with napkins. Then they
brought the wine-service and set on bowls and cups and flagons and hanaps of gold and silver and beakers of crystal and gold; and they poured out
the wines and filled the flagons..Whenas the soul desireth one other than its peer, ii 207..Precipitation, Of the Ill Effects of, i. 98.The woman who
used to act as decoy for them once caught them a woman from a bride-feast, under pretence that she had a wedding toward in her own house, and
appointed her for a day, whereon she should come to her. When the appointed day arrived, the woman presented herself and the other carried her
into the house by a door, avouching that it was a privy door. When she entered [the saloon], she saw men and champions (131) [and knew that she
had fallen into a trap]; so she looked at them and said, "Harkye, lads! (132) I am a woman and there is no glory in my slaughter, nor have ye any
feud of blood-revenge against me, wherefore ye should pursue me; and that which is upon me of [trinkets and apparel] ye are free to take." Quoth
they, "We fear thy denunciation." But she answered, saying, "I will abide with you, neither coming in nor going out." And they said, "We grant
thee thy life.".One day, Ishac let bring all who were with him of slave-girls from the house of instruction and carried them up to Er Reshid's palace,
leaving none in his house save Tuhfeh and a cookmaid; for that he bethought him not of Tuhfeh, nor did she occur to his mind, and none of the
damsels remembered him of her. When she saw that the house was empty of the slave-girls, she took the lute (now she was unique in her time in
smiting upon the lute, nor had she her like in the world, no, not Ishac himself, nor any other) and sang thereto the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? And
unto Irak fared, my way to thee to make, And crossed the stony wastes i' the darkness of the night..Quoth I (and mine a body is of passion all
forslain), iii. 81.
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